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L’ABANDON DU MÂLE EN MILIEU HOSTILE  Erwan LARHER 
(THE MALE, LOST IN A HOSTILE MILIEU) 
 
L’ENVERS D’UNE VIE  Caroline PASCAL 
(THE REVERSE SIDE OF A LIFE) 

LOLO, L’HÉROÏNE D’UN ROMAN  Alma BRAMI 
(LOLO, THE HEROINE OF A NOVEL) 

ANDY Brigitte KERNEL 

SA VIE DANS LES YEUX D’UNE POUPÉE  Ingrid DESJOURS 
(HER LIFE THROUGH THE EYES OF A DOLL) 

UN CŒUR NOIR  Olivier KA 
(A BLACK HEART) 

L’ENFANT TERRIBLE DE LA REVOLUTION  Francis PERRIN 
(THE ENFANT TERRIBLE OF THE REVOLUTION) 

PRINCESSE DES VANDALES  Juliette BENZONI 
(PRINCESS OF VANDALS) 

CONVERSATION AVEC JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU  Jean-Claude CARRIERE 
(CONVERSATION WITH JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU) 

LES HOMMES SONT DES MAîTRESSES COMME LES AUTRES  Guillaume CHEREL 
(MEN ARE MISTRESSES LIKE  ALL THE OTHERS) 

TOMBEAU POUR DON JUAN  Margaux GUYON 
(A TOMB FOR DON JUAN) 

LA VIE DEPLORABLE DE CHARLES BUSCARONS  Jean-Pierre COTTET 
(THE DEPLORABLE LIFE OF CHARLES BUSCARONS) 

 

NON-FICTION 

DOCUMENTS 

TOXI-CITES                          Nadhéra BELETRECHE 
(TOXI-PROJECTS) 
 
DE GAULLE AVANT DE GAULLE        Michel TAURIAC 
(DE GAULLE BEFORE DE GAULLE) 
 
CES FEMMES QUI PORTENT LA ROBE                Christine FERAL-SCHUHL 
(THESE WOMEN WHO WEAR THE ROBE) 
 
SEXE, BUSINESS ET POLITIQUE         Vanina KANBAN & Bénédicte DES MAZERY 
(SEX, BUSINESS & POLITICS) 
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DIGITAL CITIZEN                   David LACOMBLED 
 
DES AMOURS DE LEGENDE                Alain VIRCONDELET 
DIX COUPLES MYTHIQUES DU XXEME SIECLE 
(LEGENDARY LOVES, 
TEN MYTHICAL COUPLES OF THE 20TH CENTURY) 
 
L’HOMME MALADE DE SON ENVIRONNEMENT            Michel AUBIER 
(MAN, SICK OF HIS ENVIRONMENT) 
 
DANS LES SECRETS DE MADAME CLICQUOT               Fabienne MOREAU 
(THE INTIMATE WORLD OF MADAME CLICQUOT) 

 
 

TESTIMONIES 

JE PRENDRAI LES ARMES S’IL LE FAUT,          Dalila BEN MBAREK MSADDEK & Valérie URMAN 
MON COMBAT POUR LA LIBERTÉ 
(I WILL TAKE UP ARMS IF I MUST, 
 MY STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM) 
 
CE QUE VOUS AUREZ DELIE SUR TERRE      Véronique DESJARDINS 
(WHAT YOU WILL HAVE SET FREE ON EARTH) 
 
NOUS N’ETIONS PAS ARMES         Christine DE VEDRINES 
(WE WERE NOT ARMED) 
 
MESDAMES ET MESSIEURS, VOTRE ATTENTION S’IL VOUS PLAIT                Cédric GENTIL 
 (LADIE AND GENTLEMEN, YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE) 
 

 
DICTIONNARY FOR LOVER OF… 

DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DE STENDHAL        Dominique FERNANDEZ 
(DICTIONARY FOR LOVERS OF STENDHAL)  
 
DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DU CRIME              Alain BAUER 
(A CRIME LOVER’S DICTIONARY) 
 
DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DE LA BRETAGNE                  Yann QUEFFELEC 
(DICTIONARY OF LOVERS OF BRITTANY) 
 
DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DE VERSAILLES                   Franck FERRAND 
(DICTIONARY FOR LOVERS OF VERSAILLES) 
 
 

EVENT 

DE MA TERRE A LA TERRE            Sebastião SALGADO 
(FROM MY LAND TO THE EARTH) 

 
 

BEST-SELLER TITLES 

LE VATICAN INDISCRET                  Caroline PIGOZZI 
(VATICAN CONFIDENTIAL) 
 
JE SUIS A L’EST                                 Josef SHOVANEC 
(I’VE GONE ANOTHER WAY) 
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FICTION 

 
L’Abandon du mâle en milieu hostile 
(THE MALE, LOST IN A HOSTILE MILIEU) 
Erwan Larher 
 
A nice young man discovers the secret—and dangerous—face of the woman he loves.  A novel full of 
psychological ambiguity as well as the portrait of an era, the 1980s.             
 

Mid-term in his last year of lycée, a lonely young woman, best described as punk, turns up 
as the new girl in the narrator’s class.  Son of a bourgeois family of Dijon, he is far from 
imagining that, three years later, she will become his flat mate, and then his wife.   
This relationship will gradually threaten all his certainties, the very bearings of his world, 
and he will discover a kind of bliss no lover, least of all he, has ever imagined.  And yet, 
something will happen to shatter the perfection of this idyllic scene. 
Set against the backdrop of the emergence of a post-modern society based upon individual 
success, consumerism, and the spectacular, L’Abandon du mâle en milieu hostile 
challenges the feeling of love through the initiatory journey of the narrator as he paints a 
portrait in relief of the beloved, a woman who is mysterious, complex, enigmatic.  Do we 
really know those we love?  How blind can one be when it comes to those to whom we are 
closest?  Are our ideals actually illusions, or are they, on the contrary, the indispensable 
stepping stones to happiness?  Such are the questions woven throughout this novel, one 
that is compelling and surprising in its plot and its theme as well as its deceptively light and 
playful narrative tone. 

 
Erwan Larher was born in Clermont-Ferrand.  Having worked in the music industry, he decided to devote himself to 
a vocation as a writer.  His first two novels, Autogenèse and Qu’avez-vous fait de moi ? (Editions Michalon), earned 
critical acclaim. 
 

Publication : January 3rd 2013 – 240 pages 
 
 
 
 
L’Envers d’une vie 
(THE REVERSE SIDE OF A LIFE) 
Caroline PASCAL 
 
The portrait of a man with successive identities.  Is he the passive subject of the schizophrenic element of 
his personality, or its active initiator? The novel offers, as well, the moving sketch of a post-war generation 
whose world is turned upside-down. 
 

A repulsively ugly child, unsure who is really his father, rejected as a bastard by the lesser 
aristocracy of Normandy, the main character of the novel initially goes by the name of Paul-
Armand Delaunay.  And yet, at the end of his life his last name is Coutainville, and he is 
buried with all the honors a worthy and respected member of the community deserves and 
the regrets of this milieu that once cruelly rejected him.  Starting with the end, unraveling 
back to the beginning, the reader reconstitutes his social and psychological metamorphosis.      
 
This is the account of a life, told in reverse as the reader encounters Paul-Armand’s life at 
his funeral, in 2011, and traces it back to his birth in 1941, gradually discovering how the 
past, especially the wounds of childhood, continue to unconsciously motivate his behavior.  
Like a detective story of one’s intimate being, the narrative seeks to unveil the original 
elements that contribute to the development of a personality. 

 
 
Caroline Pascal is an academic who studied at the Ecole Normale Supérieure and holds a PhD and an agrégation.  
She has translated the works of Spain’s great writers of the late 19th century, Emilia Pardo Bazán and Benito Pérez 
Galdós, and is the author of three novels that won critical acclaim, Fixés sous verre (Plon, 2003), Derrière le 
paravent (Plon, 2005) and La Femme blessée (Plon, 2009). 
 

Publication : January 3rd 2013 – 336 pages 
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LOLO 
L’héroïne d’un roman 
(LOLO, THE HEROINE OF A NOVEL) 
Alma Brami 
 
Alma Brami offers an intimate portrait of Lolo, of her inner wounds and ambiguities and of the unsaid, 
imagining her revelations through a series of sessions with a fictitious psychoanalyst. 
 

Before going under the knife for an umpteenth breast augmentation, Lolo’s surgeon 
demands that she consult a psychiatrist before he will approve of—or refuse—this surgical 
intervention. 
 
In the course of these 33 fictitious sessions with an analyst, Alma Brami takes on the self of 
this very complex and enigmatic woman.  A scared little girl?  A wife slavishly devoted to 
her husband?  A sacrificial lamb?  A woman willing to do anything to be famous?  
Navigating between despair, humor, lucidity, anger, dreams and illusions, Lolo advances 
like a blind tightrope walker whose every step takes her closer to death. 
 
Only a literary talent of Alma Brami’s stature could reveal and explore the soul of Lolo who, 
in her lifetime, was ultimately reduced to a mere body. 

 
 
Alma Brami, 26, is the author of Sans elle (2008), Ils l’ont laissée là (2009) and Tant que tu es heureuse (2010), all 
of them, published by Mercure de France, critically acclaimed and translated into Chinese.  She is also the author of 
an album for youth,  Moi j’aime pas comme je suis (Albin Michel, 2011). Her latest novel, C’est pour ton bien, was 
published this year by Mercure de France. 

Publication : January 3rd 2013 – 170 pages  

  ANDY 
(ANDY) 
Brigitte Kernel 
 
Brigitte Kernel paints an intimate portrait of Andy Warhol, of his weaknesses and wounds, his ambiguities 
and the things left unsaid, through imagined sessions with his psychoanalyst. 
 

Perhaps the easiest way to understanding Andy Warhol lies in going back to the source, his 
childhood. 
In 1968, a few weeks after the attempted murder that nearly cost him his life, Andy Warhol 
(through the pen of Brigitte Kernel) begins regular sessions with a psychoanalyst.   
Warhol tries to understand the woman who had tried to kill him.  He has trouble surviving; 
he no longer knows if he is dead or alive.  He feels as though he is in a state or unreality.  
He has become an icon, and yet he remains a fan.  A paradox this?  A fan of Elizabeth 
Taylor, of Marilyn, of Truman Capote with whom he was in love and whom he pestered. 
He feels like a stalker.  He also has the impression that he is a sham.      
He tells the shrink about his childhood, his adolescence, and how he has already been 
“killed”.   He finally dares to be exasperated with his mother, explaining that he lives with 
her. 
He goes to mass and prays every day.  He believes in Heaven and Hell and is incessantly 
afraid of living in sin.  He hides all that from those close to him. 

Sin, it’s the bodies of these boys he is attracted to, this “dirty, vicious” sexuality, in his mother’s words.  But that is 
him, to the very core of his being.  His love for men.  A love that is checked, restrained in the extreme. 
And so Andy composes his artistic works and multiplies the images, as though he is erasing what he perceives as 
the stain on his soul.  Does he look at himself as he does his own work?  It’s complicated.  He asks himself all these 
questions, before the silent shrink.  And will the other listen?  Will he know how to help him? 
 
Brigitte Kernel is the author of Fais-moi oublier and A cause d’un baiser, published by Flammarion, and of Tout sur 
elle, Ma psy, mon amant, and Autobiographie d’une tueuse, among other works. She is also the producer and 
presenter of literary programmes on France Inter radio and writes a literary column for Cosmopolitan. Beginning in 
September, Brigitte Kernel will present a daily programme devoted to literature on the French radio station, France 
Inter. 

Publication : January 31st  2013 – 200 pages  
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Sa vie dans les yeux d’une poupée 
(HER LIFE THROUGH THE EYES OF A DOLL) 
Ingrid Desjours 
 
A close cousin to Dorian Gray, Barbara’s answer to the murderous psychosis that has possessed her is to 
place her life in the hands of a porcelain doll. 
 

At twenty-four, Barbara has forgotten the horror she lived through one winter evening in a 
deserted park.  And yet, she did not return unaccompanied from that incursion to the heart 
of pain and terror, bringing with her a vision, a tenacious hallucination that appears in 
glimpses in the bits and pieces of her nightmares.  The young woman cannot escape from 
this image.  Haunted, obsessed, she is compelled by an undying thirst for vengeance she 
transfers to the doll she has just bought.   
And that is how the sweet and unassuming Barbara is gradually possessed by an evil 
double who commits the most hideous atrocities in her name. 
Close on her heels is Marc Percolès, a provocative and all-knowing cop whose body and 
soul have more scars than Frankenstein’s.  He is the first one to perceive the connection 
between the little aesthetician and the monster who tortures men at nightfall.  Ready to do 
anything to catch her in the act, he will not hesitate to run roughshod over the rules to stop 
the escalation of violence. 
But during the investigation, he realizes that Barbara may not necessarily be the one 
controlling her madness, and that others close to her may benefit from its ongoing 
consequences.  And that he must save her too.             

 
Born in 1976, Ingrid Desjours is a psychologist who specializes in psycho-criminology.  Having practiced in 
Belgium, where she worked with sex offenders, today she is a novelist and screenwriter.  Her previous works are 
Echo and Potens (Plon, 2009 and 2010), both well received by critics and the public.  She presents the writing of 
Connexions, an interactive thriller, in partnership with TF1s television programme  Au Field de la nuit (TFI).  She lives 
in Enghien-les-Bains. 

 
Publication : March 21st 2013 – 245 pages 

 
 
 
 
 
Un cœur noir 
(A BLACK HEART) 
Olivier Ka 
 
A small time hoodlum, hardly at peace with his world, discovers the existence of  one he had no idea 
existed—that of culture, of difference, and of open-mindedness towards another. 
 
 
 

Melkior is seventeen and works as a solderer at Tarn Metal.  Browbeaten by the boss, 
Melkior, with his “black heart”, hangs out with Tonton, the neighborhood tough.  His life is 
far from idyllic; neither his father nor his mother show much interest in him. 
One day, to impress Tonton (and to pay off a debt he owes him), Melkior decides to 
burglarize a house that appears to be abandoned.  He has barely broken in when he finds 
himself nose-to-nose with its occupant, a man of about fifty named François.  Instead of 
calling the police, François engages him in discussion.  Even more surprising, he offers him 
a sum of money so he will not lose face with Tonton.  What he demands in return is very 
simple:  Melkior must read a book, and then come back to discuss it with him. 

 
 
 
 
Olivier Ka was born in Lebanon in 1967.  He began writing for the newspaper Psikopat. In 1995, his first work, a 
collection of short stories (Bioutifoul Weurld, Éditions Zébu) was published.  This was followed by a novel for adults 
(Je suis venu te dire que je suis mort, Editions Florent Massot), and then several youth novels beginning in 2000.  He 
also writes short texts for children and scenarios for comic books, including, with Alfred, Pourquoi j’ai tué Pierre, 
which was awarded the Prix Essentiel and the Prix du Public of the 2006 festival of Angoulême.  He is also the 
author of the youth novel, Lisa et l’oiseau de sang  (Plon, 2011). 
 

Publication : April 11th 2013 – 204 pages 
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L’enfant terrible de la Révolution 
(THE ENFANT TERRIBLE OF THE REVOLUTION) 
Francis Perrin 
 
The amazing but true story of the actor Charles-Hyppolite de la Bussière (1768-1808), whose humanity 
motivated him to risk his own life in his struggle to acquire the pardon of over 1,100 individuals condemned 
to the guillotine. 
 

Incorrigible prankster known for his amusing tricks, occasional actor whose life style was as 
boisterous as it was dissipated Charles-Hyppolite de La Bussière took pleasure in never 
taking anything seriously, until the day when, to escape the dangers of the Revolution, he 
managed to become a member of the Comité de salut public.  Confronted with the horror of 
mass executions, he employed ingenious methods to make the incriminating evidence in 
the files that passed through his hands every day disappear, thus saving the lives of over a 
thousand one hundred would-be victims of the guillotine. 
Nothing could stop him, and on the way he encountered a number of figures as diverse as 
they were colorful, including Robespierre, Talma, Latude, Danton, Charlotte Corday, 
Fouquier-Tinville, Bonaparte, and Joséphine de Beauharnais, all of them portrayed here. 
He died at the age of 40, having spent the last few years of his life at the notorious 
madhouse of Charenton, not far from the cell of the Marquis de Sade, to whom he told the 
incredible story of his extraordinary life. 
 

 
Actor and director, Francis Perrin has been the head of his own troupe and played various roles, including that of 
Molière himself.  He is the author of an autobiography, Mon Panthéon est décousu, published in 2003, and a first 
novel, Degrés de lassitude, published in 2005 by Editions du Rocher, followed by Molière, chef de troupe (Plon, 
2007, 10,000 copies sold) and Le Bouffon des rois (Plon 2011, 30,000 copies sold).  
 

Publication:  April 18th 2013           
 
 
 
Princesse des Vandales 
(PRINCESS OF VANDALS) 
Juliette Benzoni 
 
The continuing adventures of Isabelle, Duchesse de Châtillon, and of Anne, Duchesse de Longueville.  
During the Princes’ rebellion, Isabelle risks her life to rally Condé, her great love, to the cause of the young 
Louis XIV. 
 

After finding her château pillaged and ruined by the troops of the Grand Condé, whom she 
has loved since childhood, Isabelle, Duchesse de Châtillon, intends to make him pay.  But 
she cannot resist when he professes his love for her.  Happiness?  Perhaps.  In any case, 
this will be the end of any relative peace for Isabelle. 
The revolt of the Parlement and the Parisians is over.  That of the Princes begins, not so 
much to get rid of Mazarin as to take over power before the young Louis XIV does.  For 
Isabelle, this is the beginning of an incessant and exhausting struggle which will lead her to 
risk her life to prevent the hero of Rocrio from going over to the enemy to bear arms against 
France, carrying along with him François, the younger brother for whom her love is 
boundless. 
When this terrible battle ends, the adventures of Isabelle, adored by some, detested by 
others, continue at breathtaking speed, taking her very far, very high, but never leading her 
to abandon her childhood love.                                                          

 
The second volume of «La guerre des duchesses», the first volume of which, «La fille du condamné» has already 
sold 25,000 copies in France since its publication in October 2012.     
 
The works of Juliette Benzoni have earned a wide and faithful public, both in France and worldwide.  Today, she is 
known as the queen of the French historical novel, with, notably, Le Boiteux de Varsovie, La Florentine, Marie les 
intrigues, Marie les passions, La Perle de l’Empereur, Les Larmes de Marie-Antoinette, Le Jeu de l’Amour et la Mort, 
Secrets d’État, L’Anneau d’Atlantide, Le Bal des poignards series, La Chimère d’or des Borgia and La Collection 
Kledermann to her credit. 
 

Publication: April 25th 2013 
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Conversation avec Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
(CONVERSATION WITH JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU) 
Jean-Claude Carrière 
 

«To hear him tell it, he was a werewolf, a maniac, a vagabond wandering through ‘the 
immense plain of ideas’, hunted from one point to another all his life.  Thrown, as if by 
chance, into the century of supposed Enlightenment, a proletarian, an autodidact, a ranter, 
pathological, an indefatigable walker, who lived with a woman who was illiterate.  
Nonetheless, he would turn the history of thought upside down.  Even political life, even the 
idea of revolution, would never be the same after him. 
For a long time now he had both irritated and fascinated me, for we could agree on 
nothing—not on the theatre, of course, nor about women, nor where education, culture, or 
power were concerned.  On nothing.  So I wanted to talk to him a little about all of that, and 
to listen to him.  I was not mistaken.  The man is surprising, full of a wealth of surprises, of 
obsessions, of humor and of madness.  As was to be expected, we disagreed, sometimes 
harshly.  He hadn’t changed his mind, neither had I.  But something reconciled us in a kind 
of peace, a beauty nothing can disturb.  Sitting next to a lake one evening, we read together 
a few pages that he had written, ones that time may slip over, without erasing them.” Jean-
Claude Carrière 

 
A conversation that often turns into a confrontation, for the two authors rarely agree.  And therein lies all the interest 
of this book.   
 
Playwright, screenwriter and director, Jean-Claude Carrière has written several works published by Plon, including 
Le Vin bourru (2000), Dictionnaire amoureux de l’Inde (2001), Dictionnaire amoureux du Mexique (2009) and 
Mémoire espagnole (2012). 
 

Publication : March 28th 2013 
 

 

 
Les hommes sont des maîtresses comme les autres 
(MEN ARE MISTRESSES LIKE ALL THE OTHERS) 
Guillaume Chérel 
 
What is the suffering of love like for men?  A novel that explores the torture of the lover of a married woman 
when what was a liaison ripens into a passion—and all from the male’s point of view.  Readers, this book is 
a manifesto that pleads the cause of men who find themselves compelled to love a married woman! 
 

Women are more touching, more fragile.  So they often attract all the sympathy in stories of 
adultery, where the lover comes across as a Don Juan, an unscrupulous adventurer, a 
home wrecker come to disturb domestic peace.          
 
And yet, the story of Jerome, who falls head over heels in love again with a childhood love, 
enlightens the reader as to the suffering of the lover.  Eva is married, but she decides to 
have an affair with Jerome, who loves her passionately.  For several long months he lives in 
his own private hell, consumed by an unhealthy jealousy at the very idea that the love of his 
life goes home to her husband every evening.  He frets as he imagines her family life, light 
years away, while he sits here, desperately alone after a solitary dinner in front of the TV, 
before dragging himself off to an empty bed.  Devoured by the vain hope that one day, she 
will choose him.  Because, when it comes to love, men are not the only ones capable of 
false promises and facile professions of undying love.        

 
 
Writer and journalist, Guillaume Chérel has worked for Technikart, VSD and Le Point. He is also the author of a 
biography of Jack London, one of Hemingway, and several novels, including Les enfants rouges (Flammarion, 2001) 
and Les pères de famille ne portent pas de robe (Julliard, 2005).  
 

Publication:  May 2nd 2013 
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Tombeau pour Don Juan 
(A TOMB FOR DON JUAN) 
Margaux Guyon 
 
A blend of the memories of seven women, retracing their experiences with a lover—the same for all—who 
has just died.  A subtle reincarnation of Les Liaisons dangereuses. 
 

A man has just died—well, maybe someone gave him a hand there.  He was a happy 
husband, an attentive father, a passionate lover, an unscrupulous financier and perhaps a 
little perverse—an enigma for some, transparent for others.  And now all that is left are the 
criss-crossed reflections of the women in his life, all of whom he marked in one way or 
another, with nostalgia, joy, or scars.  The pieces of the puzzle are assembled, revealing 
the lost profile of a passionate, fascinating, enigmatic man, cruel one day, kind the next, a 
cynical and sentimental manipulator.  The portraits of the seven women who loved him over 
two decades come into focus as well.  Yes, most certainly they loved him, but hated him as 
well, never forgot him, and made him the center of their futile fantasies or their fulfilled 
desires. 
 
Everything in this novel revolves around a main character--one who looms large in his 
absence but  remains enigmatic--and the contradictory opinions about him that, gradually, 
over the pages, cancel each other out.   

 
Margaux Guyon was born in Avignon scarcely twenty-one years ago.  After Latex (Plon, 2011), the powerful and 
surprising story of how she survived adolescence in the little city of C***, she takes on pure fiction with an ambitious 
novel of several narrative voices.  She lives in Paris. 
 

Publication : March 14th 2013 
 
 
La vie déplorable de Charles Buscarons 
(THE DEPLORABLE LIFE OF CHARLES BUSCARONS) 
Jean-Pierre Cottet 
 
When she takes the place of Charles Buscarons, the late director of programmes of a major television 
network, Martha Kiss discovers that her predecessor met death in a very mysterious fashion.     
 

Who really was Charles Buscarons?  From the humble background of a Marseille working 
class family, he rose to the much coveted position of programme director for a national 
television network, a feat that could not have been accomplished without a strong dose of 
Machiavellianism and betrayal.  Found dead at the foot of his apartment building, questions 
remain about his strange demise.  Who came to see him that evening?  What was the 
source of his contention with PAN, the popular host of PAF?  What became of the 
document in which he was rumored to have set down all his secrets?  And why did he pay 
much more than it was worth for an old, isolated farm near Montauban? 
 
When Martha Kiss, his closest collaborator, is offered the position of her celebrated mentor, 
all these questions are left dangling in her mind.  Once past the thrill of being named, 
Martha realizes she is caught in a dangerous spiral.  The network is full of secrets, dicey 
arrangements, deals that turn into traps.  To stay in her position, Martha must confront the 
incessant jealousy of her collaborators.  To stay alive, she must find out who killed Charles 
Buscarons, and fast.  To protect her child from danger and guard the secret of her 
relationship with the editor in chief of a national weekly magazine, she must conceal a 
number of things, at the risk of misleading those she loves the most and placing their lives 
in peril.   

 
Jean-Pierre Cottet was a station and programme director at French television, and then director of business 
development and innovation at the Lagardère group.  He is also president of the Ecole Nationale Supérieure de 
Création Industrielle. La vie déplorable de Charles Buscarons is his first novel.     
 

Publication:  May 2nd 2013 
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NON-FICTION 

DOCUMENTS 

Toxi-cités 
(TOXI-PROJECTS) 
Nadhéra Beletreche 
 
The suburbs and the projects, stripped bare by one who has lived there and reflected on the experience.  A 
plunge into the all-encompassing universe where the author grew up, with its codes, its hip-hop culture, and 
its references, both literary and philosophical. 
 

In this short, vibrant text, enriched by the personal experience of the author and the 
observations and point of view of those (whether intellectuals or not) who have thought 
about it at length,  Nadhéra Beletreche deconstructs the current discourse about the 
suburbs and asks the essential questions—the ones that are nonetheless ignored.  Who 
are the people who live in the housing projects?  Where do they come from?  How do they 
live?  Why is it that the majority of them never seem to escape from the projects? 
From the stairwell to the middle school, whether on the benches of the projects or those of 
the university, how do the suburbs perceive the reasoning of the outside world that 
imprisons them?  
Through the author’s straightforward, incisive, and lively style, the reader hears the voice of 
the projects, the people one hears so little, if at all, and yet, who are systematically the 
object of all debates, and all fears as well.   
An arresting plea for the de-ghettoisation of the housing projects. 

 
Nadhéra Beletreche, 30 ans, lives in Kremlin-Bicêtre.  She grew up in the Cité Bleue, a housing project of 
Cachan (in the suburban département of Val-de-Marne).  In 2005, she covered the social revolt in the 
neighborhoods of Seine-Saint-Denis for Le Nouvel Observateur, particularly at Clichy-sous-Bois.  She then 
created the Racailles de France [Scum of France] association.  After the publication of Le Monde’s bio-
article on her, the Italian, Austrian and American press picked up her story.  She is presently the 
communications and press advisor of a minister. 

Publication : January 17th 2013 – 126 pages 
 
De Gaulle avant De Gaulle 
(DE GAULLE BEFORE DE GAULLE) 
Michel Tauriac 
 
Before he was the liberator of France, and then the founder of the Fifth Republic, who was General de 
Gaulle?   
 

This book describes the steps in the building of a character, from his childhood to his 
departure for London in the chaos of the debacle of 1940.  Its four sections include the 
heretofore unpublished observations of witnesses to his ascension. 
 
1/ «The Initiation», under the guidance of his very patriotic and very Catholic father.  At 15, 
Charles de Gaulle decided to become an officer.  By 1914, he had made captain, but, 
though he obeyed the commands of his superiors, his already assertive character 
surprised, exasperated, or inspired their admiration.  Left for dead at Verdun, then taken 
prisoner, he repeatedly attempted to escape his captors. 
 
2/ «The Ascension»:  Following his marriage, de Gaulle attended the Ecole de guerre, 
whose antiquated teachings he criticized sharply.  Commissioned to several successive 
commands, his conduct was deemed exemplary.  At the general secretariat of National 
Defense, he established relations with political figures.  Through his contacts and his 
writings, he did his best to persuade the public powers that France must rearm. 

 
3/ «The Challenge»:  He fought to promote a motorized army with emphasis on massive tank warfare.      
                
4/ “The Demonstration”:  In May, 1940, as panzers charged towards Paris, as, not a general but a mere colonel, he 
took the only German prisoners of the war.  Paul Reynaud appointed him to a government post, but it was too late.  
The army routed everywhere, the future chief of the Forces françaises libres flew to London. 
Throughout this story, told in a style more literary than documentary, full of the memories and revelations of primary 
sources, the reader senses the presence of de Gaulle and shares his suffering and his joy. 
 
Writer and journalist, Michel Tauriac is the author of several novels, essays, and documentaries, including De 
Gaulle, mon père (two volumes) with Admiral Philippe de Gaulle (Plon 2003-2004), Vivre avec de Gaulle (Plon, 
2008), awarded a Fondations de l’Institut de France prize, and the Dictionnaire amoureux de De Gaulle (Plon, 2010). 

Publication : January 17th 2013 – 512 pages 
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Ces femmes qui portent la robe 
(THESE WOMEN WHO WEAR THE ROBE) 
Christine Feral-Schuhl 
 
Christine Lagarde, Hillary Clinton, Shirin Ebadi, they all have one thing in common:  they are all attorneys. 
 

Christine Lagarde, General Director of the IMF, Hillary Clinton, American Secretary of State,  
Shirin Ebadi, Iranian Nobel Prize laureate, and Paola Severino, Italy’s first woman Justice 
Minister, who has served in that capacity since November 2011, have one thing in common:  
all of them were trained as lawyers, and all have exercised their profession for some time, 
or still do.  So do Valdenia Paulino, the Brazilian attorney known as the «justice of the 
favelas», Christina Swarns, the American attorney who succeeded in getting Mumia Abu-
Jamal’s death sentence commuted to life imprisonment, and Shulamit Aloni, the Israeli 
lawyer and activist for peace with the Palestinians.                     
           
In this era where more and more women in western democracies choose this profession (in 
France alone, 51.9% of practicing attorneys are women), Christiane Feral-Schuhl, the 
second woman ever to have been elected to head the Paris Bar, recounts the lives and 
careers of twenty exceptional woman lawyers who have made their mark throughout the 
world, thus exploring the richness of this profession and the way women approach it with 
strong convictions of justice and equality. 
This book offers an original examination of the path of several famous women through the 
aspect all of them share, their respective careers as attorneys.                    

 
Christiane Féral-Schuhl, 54, was admitted to the Paris Bar in 1981 as an attorney and has been elected president 
for the period of 2012-2013.  For nearly thirty years, she has concentrated on computer and communications 
technologies law, for which she has earned a solid reputation.            
The 2012 edition of global guide to legal excellence Expert Guides lists her among “Women in Business Law” and 
named her among the “Best of the Best”  in the field of technologies and information law.                                                  
She is the author of Cyberdroit, le droit à l’épreuve de l’internet (Dalloz, 6e édition, 2011-2012) and L’Entreprise, 
l’informatique et le droit (Nathan, 2e édition, 1992).  In the past 25 years, her many articles have appeared in the 
press specializing in computer technology and multimedia as well as the economic press.                
 

Publication : March 7th 2013  
 
 
 
 
Sexe, Business et Politique 
(SEX, BUSINESS & POLITICS) 
Vanina Kanban & Bénédicte des Mazery 
 
Sex, business and politics have always gone hand in hand.  The system is as old as the hills, and the affair 
of the Lille Carlton the culmination of its most recent episode.        
 

 
For over two years, investigative journalist Vanina Kanban has been looking into the special 
relationships involving sex and the business world (particularly the BTP).  It is a system that 
has always existed; notorious madam Madame Claude personified it during the last century, 
and the scandal concerning Dominique Strauss-Kahn and the Eiffage company (of the Lille 
Carlton hotel), exemplifies completely its present-day version. 
This document is based on entirely exclusive interviews and original, unpublished 
information.        
   
Along with this book, Vanina Kanban produced a 90-minute documentary.      
 
 
 
         

 
Vanina Kanban is a special correspondent and investigative journalist at CAPA TV. 
Bénédicte des Mazery was a journalist who now devotes all her time to writing.    
 
            
 

Publication : March 14th 2013 
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Digital citizen 
(DIGITAL CITIZEN) 
David Lacombled 
 
What the digital revolution means, through an exploration of several challenges that concern us all, the 
overwhelming changes and the transformations in everyday privacy.  The creation of a digital citizen.                                                
 

In less than twenty years, the digital has given birth to a new world.  With Facebook, 
Twitter, Linkedin, Google, smartphones, e-commerce, and all the new apps and platforms, 
our lives have been radically transformed.  Information and news, culture, politics, 
economics, and social relations are no longer what they once were.                                     
We are all discovering this world as we go along.  New usages emerge, new frontiers are 
created, new spaces for freedom of expression are opening, but new threats are hanging 
over our heads as well.  Who can foretell with certainty what tomorrow will bring?  For the 
digital revolution is more than just a simple revolution, and with it, it is our very world that is 
turning into an ongoing revolution.  A revolution squared, exponential, where all we once 
considered our references and bearings are being smashed, to make room for the new and 
innovative. 
 
In order for this world to retain a human aspect, it is essential for each of us to take on a 
new kind of citizenship, that of the digital citizen.  This book proposes its manifesto, with 
praise for  movement and openness, expressed through anecdotes and personal stories 
taken from all parts of the globe, addressed to all those who wish to fully participate in the 
digital adventure. 

 
Born in 1968, trained as a journalist,  David Lacombled is delegate director of Orange’s content strategy.  He is also 
president of the “la villa numeris” think tank.     
 

Publication : March 28th  2013 
 
 
 
Des amours de légende 
Dix couples mythiques du XXème siècle 
(LEGENDARY LOVES,  TEN MYTHICAL COUPLES OF THE 20TH

 CENTURY) 
Alain Vircondelet 
 
With personal anecdotes and fresh revelations, Alain Vircondelet retraces the lives of ten legendary couples 
who left their mark on the art and literature of the 20th century.                                               
 

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry and Consuelo Suncin; Marguerite Duras and Yann Andréa; 
Amedeo Modigliani and Jeanne Hébuterne; Pablo Picasso and Dora Maar; Man Ray and 
Lee Miller; Oskar Kokoschka and Alma Mahler; Edvard Munch and Tulla Larsen; Salvador 
Dalí and Gala; Balthus and Setsuko Ideta; Claude Monet and Camille Doncieux. 
The tales of these ten couples are fascinating life stories that place their intimate histories 
in the context of the grand history of art and literature of the last century.  The author 
describes loves that were a hindrance or a catalyst to creation, the struggles these 
couples endured, their misfortunes and their happiness, the unusual extremes of their 
experience. 
Alain Vircondelet has chosen symbolic figures of whom we assumed we knew all there 
was to know.  But he was close to Dali and Gala and Balthus and Setsuko, an intimate of 
Marguerite Duras, and one of the rare researchers granted access to the unpublished 
archives of Consuelo de Saint-Exupéry. 
Enlightened by their correspondence, their often little-explored memoirs, original 
documents and the observations of those who knew them, Vircondelet reaches for the 

heart of the secrets of their passions and their torment to comprehend the power of the works they have left us. 
 
An academic and writer, Alain Vircondelet is well known in particular for his biographical works that have been 
translated worldwide, including biographjies of Marguerite Duras, Balthus, Saint-Exupéry, Albert Camus, Blaise 
Pascal, Rimbaud and several other figures of literature and spirituality.  His latest works are Albert Camus, fils 
d’Alger, prix Méditerranée de l’essai (Fayard, 2010), and Saint-Exupéry. Histoires d’une vie (Flammarion, 2012). 
 

 
Publication : March 21st  2013 
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L’homme malade de son environnement 
(MAN, SICK OF HIS ENVIRONMENT) 
Michel Aubier 
 
Children in particular are increasingly susceptible to allergies.  How much are pollution, globalization, and 
dramatic climate change responsible for an increase in respiratory illness?                                         
 

Manifestations of allergies, asthma in particular, are increasingly on the upswing in all 
industrialized countries.  Not only the number of cases, but the severity of asthma has 
grown to an alarming degree in the past few years.  Several studies conducted throughout 
the world demonstrate that, since 1960, the frequency of asthma has risen by around 6 to 
10% among children, regardless of the country subject to test. 
Two types of factors, genetic and environmental, are responsible for allergic illnesses, and 
important interactions exist between the two.  Gene modifications alone cannot constitute a 
coherent explanation for the increase in the prevalence of asthma observed in the last 
twenty years.  Consequently, environmental factors appear to provide the most plausible 
reason for it.              
                                              
Among the latter, air pollution and changes in life style and the disappearance of elements 
contributing to resistance (childhood diseases) are the prime suspects as possible culprits 
for this disquieting increase.                                

  
Michel Aubier is a professor of pneumonology at the Université Paris VII and head of the service of pneumonology 
at the Hôpital Bichat of Paris. 

 
Publication:  April 18th  2013 

 
 
 
Dans les secrets de Madame Clicquot 
(THE INTIMATE WORLD OF MADAME CLICQUOT) 
Fabienne Moreau 
 
The true story of the Widow Clicquot (1777–1866), the famous businesswoman who lent her name to a 
Champagne that enjoys international renown and prestige. 
 

 
 
It was a dare, and she found the courage to take it up.  In 1805, following the death of her 
husband, the young Barbe Clicquot—just 28—decided to take over the business in Rheims 
rather than sell out, as was customary for a young women of the times at the beginning of 
the 19th century.  The revolution had transformed the world, and the economic landscape 
under the empire of Napoleon was profoundly changed.  Barbe Clicquot was determined to 
turn it to her advantage. 
 
Surmounting all the crises, she opened new routes to the East and spread her commerce to 
all the courts, of the great North, Germany, or Russia, revealing her considerable diplomatic 
skills at a time when France would soon be primarily known as the enemy.  For Champagne 
enjoyed an unreserved vogue, and demand for it flowed in.  Soon, secrets blossomed in the 
interstices of her remarkable work.        
                        

In this lively and captivating novel, Fabienne Moreau recounts with verve the life of this woman, who managed her 
own daring to the greatest advantage and whose instinct was guided by her unquenchable curiosity.  Fascinated by 
wine, in love with this countryside where she had not grown up and where life took on the rhythm of the seasons, 
Barbe pursued her initiation to the trade all by herself.  
                 
Fabienne Moreau takes up the pen to share with the reader Barbe’s moments of tasting the wine of Champagne that 
she would transform into one of the great French names, known for its sublime vintages 
 
After studies in literature and history and a first novel, Fabienne Moreau was put in charge of the patrimony of 
Veuve Clicquot, Krug, and Ruinart, three Champagne houses of the LVMH group.  In July 2010, she took part in the 
discovery of 47 bottles found in a ship that had been wrecked off the coast of the Aland archipelago, in the Baltic 
Sea, sometime between 1825 and 1830!  It was the beginning of a grand adventure, rewarded with the unforgettable 
moment when she tasted the Champagne created by Madame Clicquot in mid-19th century, a moment that inspired 
her to write this novel.                                            
 

Publication : May 7th 2013 
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Je prendrai les armes s’il le faut… 
Mon combat pour la liberté. 
(I WILL TAKE UP ARMS IF I MUST, MY STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM) 
Dalila BEN MBAREK MSADDEK & Valérie URMAN 
 
The moving, untold story of a Tunisian attorney who decided to take an active part in the historic struggle 
for freedom, the Arab Spring.         
        
 

Nothing about Dalila Ben Mbarek Msaddek, brilliant Tunisian attorney, married and the 
mother of three, suggested that she might one day become a pasionaria of the 
Revolution. 
Her life was turned upside down on January 14th, 2011, when the Tunisian people 
suddenly found themselves galvanized by the hope and enthusiasm of the Arab Spring.  
And yet, behind the jubilation, Dadlila also saw the black flags of obscurantism clouding 
the horizon. Giving up her comfortable anonymity, her family life, and her profession, she 
joined so many other women, determined to become the vivid incarnation of this civil 
society capable of rising up and saying no to those who would attack their freedom and 
their rights. 
With that goal in mind, she founded «Doustourna» («Our Constitution»), an association 
whose purpose was to ensure that the parties and the powers that be would no longer be 
deaf to the voice of the people.  In just a few months, her tiny network would reach and 
unite thousands throughout the country.  Demonstrations and sit ins in Tunis were not 
enough.   

They had to go speak to the women, establish dialogues in the villages, confront poverty and accomplish the 
impossible to help the most needy in the suffering provinces.  This is the fight Dalila, long used to the muted and 
polite debates of the privileged elite, discovered.  “This is a sacrifice we must make for our children.  If our 
generation does not do so, they are the ones who will pay.  I have decided to do everything to avoid that, and I will 
take up arms if I must.”  
                                       
A gripping story, co-authored with journalist Valérie Urman. 
 
Dalila Ben Mbarek Msaddek, 42, is an attorney who specializes in social law and labor law.  She is married and the 
mother of three girls.  After the Tunisian revolution, she co-founded the citizens’ movement Doustourna, one of the 
most active of new associations in Tunisia today.              
 

Publication:  January 10th 2013 – 192 pages 
 
 
Ce que vous aurez délié sur Terre 
(WHAT YOU WILL HAVE SET FREE ON EARTH) 
Véronique Desjardins 
 
In a few pages full of wisdom and spirituality, a woman bids farewell to the mother whose life is swept away 
by illness.              
 

Véronique Desjardins offers a chronological account of the last days passed with her 
mother as she was dying of cancer.  And then the hours and the weeks that followed, the 
grief to deal with, and then the reconstruction.                     
But beyond this poignant narrative, this book is also marked by the author’s own spirituality.  
It is never maudlin but rather pictures death as a step in life and, in the hour-by-hour 
experience retraced here, actively deals with and surmounts the complex process of living 
through grief, beginning with the terrible desire to protect oneself by avoiding the person 
who is ill, the guilt one feels at not being up to the task of helping another to die, the anger 
one must forget and, ultimately, making peace with the person no longer with us. 
 
A book that rings of sincerity and truth, one to be cherished. 

 
 
 
Spouse and collaborator of Arnaud Desjardins, one of France’s greatest spiritual masters, known worldwide for a 
profound understanding of oriental and western spiritual traditions,  Véronique Loiseleur-Desjardins is director of 
the Chemins de sagesse collection at Editions la Table ronde.  Among her many published works are Anthologie de 
la non dualité (La table ronde, 1997) and A cœur ouvert (Albin Michel, 1998).  She has also co-authored many books 
with her husband, including En relisant les évangiles and L’audace de vivre (La table ronde, 1990 and 1999).  Many 
have been issued in paperback, with bookclub editions, and sold abroad.  Today, she is head of the association 
founded by Arnaud Desjardins at Hauteville, in the Ardèche. 
 

Publication : February 21st 2013 
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Nous n’étions pas armés 
(WE WERE NOT ARMED) 
Christine de Védrines 
 
The true story of an extraordinary mental manipulation that led a family to internecine destruction and 
financial ruin, the parents set against their children, the brothers attacking their sisters, and husbands 
complicit with the man who was bent on demolishing their wives. 
 

It’s an unusual human interest story in both its moral and material dimensions, the profile of 
its victims, and the length of time it went on, from 1997 to 2009.  Christine de Védrines, who 
was completely taken in by the psychological manipulations of Thierry Tilly until the day she 
risked her life to alert the legal authorities, breaks her silence here to tell of the decade of 
bizarre drama she suffered along with eleven other family members, all generations 
included, from the 90-year old matriarch to the grandchildren in their thirties. 
Falling under the irresistible influence of con man Thierry Tilly, this long-established family 
of the southwest lost everything—chateaux, apartments, jewelry, belongings, and, 
ultimately, their very liberty of thought and action. 
 
Today, Christine has taken up her pen in an effort to heal the deep psychological wounds 
that have afflicted her family, retracing a devastating and scarcely believable human 
tragedy, as sinister as something out of Hitchcock.     
              

 
The primary victim of Thierry Tilly, Christine de Védrines is the one who finally had the strength to react, bringing 
the affair of the recluses of Monflanquin to a happy conclusion.          
 

Publication:  23rd May 2013 
 
 
 
Mesdames et Messieurs, votre attention s’il vous plaît… 
(LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE) 
Cédric Gentil 
 
For the first time, a train conductor tells about the other side of public transport in Paris, the one travelers 
are scarcely aware of. Who are the conductors?  What, exactly, is their mission?  How do they deal with 
delays, « technical incidents», and other perturbances that drive passengers insane with ire?  One side of 
the daily life of Parisians, as seen and as told, with talent and humor, from the inside of the conductor’s 
cabin. 
 

Cédric Gentil spent a decade or so at the helm of trains in the Paris métro (underground), 
before graduating to the RER A, one of the high-speed trains that take passengers from the 
center of town to the most distant suburbs, that he has driven for the past two years.  He 
began offering his daily observations by twitter while they were still fresh, on his way home 
from work, sitting on the train among other passengers.  This developed into a blog that 
today is the current reference and the best information source for travelers on urban public 
transport.            
       
From the exclusive viewpoint of his pilot’s cabin, Gentil explains train delays and 
breakdowns, technical incidents and the protocol for dealing with sick passengers , and the 
dread of a suicide on the tracks that haunts all conductors.  He discusses relations with the 
passengers, and what he would really like to tell them when he makes an announcement 
but cannot, often due to lack of adequate information.  He talks about the strange sensation 
he sometimes feels, driving a train when the night outside is as black as that in the tunnel, 
and his weird New Year’s Eve, driving the train while at once its only passenger.  And, 
beneath it all, he talks about himself—how he began, his doubts, his difficulties in 
preserving a healthy family life, what motivates him, and why he dreams of driving a 
Japanese train.    
                      

Throughout these pages, the reader discovers a man of unusual altruism who finds great pleasure in the fact that, 
every day, he assists thousands by safely driving them to their chosen destinations. 
A lively, instructive, and often funny book, the work of a sensitive soul—almost a public service!  
 
Cédric Gentil, 33, has been driving Paris municipal trains for a dozen years.  Mesdames et messieurs, votre 
attention s’il vous plaît is his first book.      
 

Publication : February 28st 2013 
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DICTIONNARY FOR LOVER OF… 

 
Dictionnaire Amoureux de Stendhal 
(DICTIONARY FOR LOVERS OF STENDHAL) 
Dominique Fernandez 
 
No one could comprehend better than Dominique Fernandez the complexity of a personality like that of Henri 
Beyle, a man who had composed the following epitaph for his own tombstone:  Henri Beyle, Milanese. He 
lived, wrote, loved.  This soul adored Cimarosa, Mozart and Shakespeare.  This Dictionary is a long 
declaration of love.        
 

A man of the world, polishing his caustic and paradoxal wit in the salons, delighted when he 
shocked, and never in the least hiding his contempt for the smug idiocy of influential people, 
Stendhal rapidly became the champion of anti-clerical liberalism.             
On Love, Armance, The Red and the Black:  all of them failures.  Readers remained 
indifferent, and the great romantics were not among the most perceptive.  While he 
continued to write, Stendhal managed to find a place in the diplomatic corps.  Dispatched to 
Trieste as a Consul, Austria’s strong objections to his liberalism resulted in his transfer to 
Civitavecchia.  It was there that he composed his famous Italian Chronicles.            
In choosing Italy as his substitute homeland, Stendhal was turning his back not only on his 
native land, but on the mindset of an entire people, the French. 
 
The entirety of Stendhal’s work was thus born with the Italian Chronicles, and if The Red 
and the Black appeals more readily to a younger public, The Charterhouse of Parma and 
Lucien Leuwen address the more mature reader.  But most of all, what these three novels 
share is the same conception of the human ideal, in which psychological analysis is the 
dominant element. 

 
All about Stendhal. There is not a chronicle, the description of a voyage, an anecdote, a page of correspondence that 
Dominique Fernandez does not know and comment on with fervent praise. 
 

Publication : January 10th 2013 – 832 pages            
 
 
 
 
Dictionnaire Amoureux du Crime 
(A CRIME LOVER’S DICTIONARY) 
Alain Bauer 
 
A plunge into a dark universe, to stimulate the curiosity of those who relish human interest stories with a 
sombre side. 
 

The strangest and the most unsettling of dictionaries for lovers. 
 
Going right to the heart of the fascination with human interest stories, crime, and criminals, 
Alain Bauer, Professor of Criminology in Paris, New York, and Beijing, takes us back in 
memory to discover both the reality behind the various myths and the characters of fiction, 
those who keep us spellbound as we read thrillers and petrified with delicious apprehension 
before the film screen or the television. 
 
A plunge into the twists and turns, the mysteries of criminal activity, the symbolic characters 
of the underworld, of terrorism, and of police action.  
 
 
                      

 
Alain Bauer is a professor of criminology at the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers of Paris, the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice of New York and the China University of Political Science and Law at Beijing.  President 
of the Conseil d’Orientation de l’Observatoire National de la Délinquance et de Réponses Pénales since 2003, he 
also acts as a consultant to the New York Police Department, the Sheriff of Los Angeles, and the Sûreté of Québec.   
 
 

Publication : February 21st 2013 
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Dictionnaire Amoureux de la Bretagne 
(DICTIONARY OF LOVERS OF BRITTANY) 
Yann Queffelec 
 
For the first time, Yann Queffelec writes at length about his Brittany.  In this dictionary for lovers, he paints 
both a modern portrait of the distinctive region and that of a Brittany that is gone forever.  Nostalgia and 
rebellion are the key words of this book.               
 

«My Brittany is an island, a grand island surrounded by the history of France, in the Armor 
country, the very tip of the European platform. 
My Brittany is the country of abers.  I grew up at Aber Idult, the primary marine algae port of 
Europe, a source of laminaria (brown algae) whose little-known virtues include the fact that 
it absorbs as much carbon dioxide as the entire Amazonian forest. 
My Brittany is the country of wind, of the outward bound. 
My Brittany is the country of workers of the sea.    
My Brittany is the country of Breton women, the country of spouses and widows. 
My Brittany is the country of the Pardons, the festival of self-cleansing, as much by the mea 
culpa as by the sin itself, after having brandished banners and processional crosses along 
the customs house path. 
My Brittany is the country of those who devoured the light, Gauguin or Méheut, or so many 
others who came to find the golden ratio and the nuance at Pont-Aven. 
My Brittany is the country where I am at home, my definitive country.  I shall always be born 
there. 

 
Yann Queffelec was awarded the Prix Goncourt in 1985 for Les Noces barbares  and is also the author of Le 
charme noir (1983 - Gallimard), Le maître des chimères (1990 - Julliard), Prends garde au loup (1992 - Julliard), 
Disparue dans la nuit (1994 - Grasset), and, more recently, Boris après l’amour (Fayard). 
 

Publication: May 2nd 2013  
 
 
 
 
Dictionnaire Amoureux de Versailles 
(DICTIONARY FOR LOVERS OF VERSAILLES) 
Franck Ferrand 
 
Thanks to the subjective approach of Franck Ferrand, the “myth” of Versailles springs to life again.               
 

Of all the world’s palaces, Versailles is probably the one that has inspired the greatest 
number of conventional—and often inaccurate—works. 
With his personal and didactic approach, Franck Ferrand’s subjective interpretation gives 
the reader a fresh new look, a rediscovery of this splendid treasure of the past.           
The château, its décor, its vast gardens, the domain all appear here in an entirely new 
light, recapturing their innate exuberance and revealing the “court spirit” that was born 
here long ago.  Franck Ferrand reviews the conventional bibliography of works on 
Versailles, compares the palace of today with that of yesterday, and explores the concepts 
of grandeur and symmetry.  He examines the imperfections of its architecture, but also its 
forgotten feats, the hidden beauty and flaws of history.  Through his intimate and practical 
familiarity with the legendary palace, the author resuscitates not only a fascinating and 
unique civilisation, much misunderstood when judged by today’s standards, but the 
«myth» of Versailles, which comes to life again through photography, song, theatre, 
cinema and television.              

 
Ever since childhood, Franck Ferrand has been fascinated by this chateau and its gardens, which he has visited 
regularly for the past thirty years.  After post-graduate studies on the court of Louis XV, he wrote several articles on 
the domain and a monograph on its modern destiny, Ils ont sauvé Versailles (Perrin, 2003), which was reprinted in 
paperback as Versailles après les rois (Tempus, 2011), and a biography of the curator in chief, Gérald Van der 
Kemp, Un gentilhomme à Versailles (Perrin and Château de Versailles, 2005). 
He presents the daily programme Au coeur de l’Histoire on radio station Europe 1 and has participated in 
innumerable television programmes dealing with history. 
 
Franck Ferrand has been a member of the Amis de Versailles since 1990 and an associate member of the 
Académie de Versailles since 2005.  
 

Publication : June 6th 2013 
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EVENT 

 
 
 
De ma terre à la Terre 
(FROM MY LAND TO THE EARTH) 
Sebastião Salgado 
 
The exclusive reflections of Sebastião Salgado, one of the greatest photographers alive today, on his 
militant commitment to the preservation of the planet.  A hymn to nature, beauty, and the beauty of nature. 
 
Sebastião Salgado’s photographs are famous worldwide.  His black and white photos, his portraits of the 
anonymous, especially workers or refugees, are renowned for their incandescent use of light, their power, and the 
natural dignity their subjects express. 
In 2013, after eight years of reportage, he put together a show with «Genesis», a series of exhibitions in Europe, 
Brazil, Canada and the United States featuring places on the planet that still remain untainted by industrialization.  A 
hymn to nature.  His landscapes, his portraits of animals, of men and women who live far from modern civilisation 
always evoke the same moving humanism.                                
In this book, Sebastião Salgado talks for the first time about his militant commitment and his convictions as a 
photographer, not with images, but with words.  Reliving the history of his photo-reportages in over a hundred 
countries and his personal history, we follow him from Brazil to Paris where he created the Amazonas Images 
agency with his wife, Lélia Wanick Salgado.  He tells of their work on long-term reportages that covered years, 
becoming the subject of exhibitions, books, and publications in the international press, and of his love for 
photography.  He takes us on a journey covering the world he crisscrosses over and over again, to contemplate, to 
understand, and to reveal his reflections. 
 
Born in Brazil in 1944, Sebastião Salgado lives in Paris.  With a degree in economics, he worked at the 
Organisation international du café before becoming a photographer.  Member of Sygma, Gamma and then Magnum 
photo agencies, he founded Amazonas Images in 1994 with his wife, Lélia Wanick Salgado.  Together, they also 
created the Terra foundation, devoted to replanting the Brazilian forest.                  
 

• Worldwide fame of Sebastião Salgado, an exclusive narrative. 
• Screen release of Wim Wenders’s documentary about him in October.                                
• Author’s site:  www.amazonasimages.com 

 
Publication:  September 5th 2013    
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                          Sebastião Salgado, The Serra Pelada - gold mine - Brasil (1986). 
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BEST-SELLER TITLES 

Le Vatican indiscret                 30 000 copies already sold ! 
(VATICAN CONFIDENTIAL) 
Caroline Pigozzi 
Publication : November 29th 2012 – 380 pages 
 
Revelations, little known affairs, personal secrets, juicy anecdotes uncover a Vatican that is full of surprises.  
The book opens with the latest scandal, concerning the Pope’s butler.  An original investigation that reveals 
unknown elements of daily life at the Vatican... 
 

Le Vatican indiscret appeals to a broad public.  It begins with the latest scandal to date, one 
that led to the arrest of Benedict XVI’s butler.  It tells of how the household of the Holy See 
actually functions, as seen from the inside, and what is going on behind the high walls of the 
pontifical State.  Far beyond the banal clichés about the history of the Church, the sovereignty 
of the Pope, the solemnity of the place and its innate preference for things secret, Caroline 
Pigozzi explains how Benedict XVI’s high prelates and cardinals, who form his coterie of close 
collaborators, his “senate”, and a few brilliant bishops and priests, assert their influence--
primarily through intelligence, savoir-faire, a vast culture and a sainted caginess rather than 
intrigue.  Their talents have also made of them, today, indispensable figures of the media.  
They are political actors, often at center stage, who no longer express themselves in Latin but 
still share codes the average mortal has difficulty understanding and a very personal way of 
communicating.  Revelations apparently out of the blue, unsuspected affairs, secrets that may 
be minor but nonetheless personal, and titillating tales invite the reader to discover an 
unfamiliar Vatican and a Sovereign Pontiff who scarcely resembles the official, stuffy image 
designed for public consumption. 

 
 
Caroline Pigozzi, winner of the Prix Mumm (since become the Prix Louis Hachette) for her articles on Karol Wojtyla and 
the médaille de Vermeil de l’Académie française, is a special correspondent at Paris Match and covers religious affairs 
for radio station Europe 1. 
 

Rights sold in Italy (Newton Compton), in Russia (Veche) and in Poland (Rebis) 
 

 
Je suis à l’Est       55 000 copies already sold ! 
(I’VE GONE ANOTHER DAY) 
Josef Shovanec 
Publication : November 25th 2012 – 247 pages 
 
 
The first narrative from a French autistic who has accepted to open the doors to his inner world.  An intense and 
moving story by a brilliant man. 
 

Josef Shovanec’s many appearances on television and his participation in international 
conferences on autism have inspired great interest, but he has always declined to tell the 
story of his life and the path he has taken in a book. 
Today, he has accepted our offer to do so, hoping, through this account, to defend the cause 
not only of the children, but also of men and women who, in his words, “live with autism”.   
His is a story of the painful beginnings of a child who was often beaten up at recess, ignored 
later on by his classmates at Sciences Po, and considered to be mentally retarded by many 
he encountered in daily life.  Beyond this discouraging facade, Josef reveals his true 
personality and allows us access to the mysterious life of the brain and its interactions with 
the environment.  This fascinating descent into an unknown world also lets us discover our 
own brains, as «neurotypical» individuals who live and act in accordance with what is 
considered normal. 
                                 
Josef Shovanec was born in 1981, in the greater Paris area of emigrant parents from 
Czechoslovakia. After chaotic beginnings at school, Joseph passed his baccalaureate “C” 
(maths and science) with the honorable mention of “very good”.  Earning a degree from 
Sciences-Po, Paris, he continued his academic career at Langues O where he studied 
Hebrew, Sanskrit, Persian, Amharic, Azeri, and Ethiopian languages, adding to his perfect 
fluency in Czech, German, Finnish and the English he had learned earlier in school. 

At 19, the first psychiatrist he encountered pumped him full of pills, and he barely escaped psychiatric internment.  This is 
when he began psychoanalysis. Diagnosed «autistic, with Asperger’s syndrome», he discarded all treatments and began 
a slow ascension towards the world of “normal” people. Today, he continues his linguistic studies and gives conferences 
on autism.  He holds a part-time position as an assistant to the Mayor of Paris’s deputy in charge of the handicapped. 

 
Rights sold in China (Guangzhou Shengya Culture Com), in Italy (RCS Libri) and inTaïwan 
(Titan)                               

 


