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The only true voyage of discovery, as Proust wrote in The Prisoner « would be not to 
visit strange lands but to possess other eyes, to behold the universe through the eyes of 
another, of a hundred others ». To possess other eyes to enter the secret lives of men and 
women like us, in any place or time: this is the challenge taken on by our new imprint, 
Les Escales, under which the first authors to be published are Carl Aderhold, Vincent 
Engel, Diane Peylin, Dominique Fortier and Jérôme Chantreau.
From the tremors of History to somber family secrets Les Escales recounts modern 
odysseys in dazzling prose, unveiling lands of dream and escape. 

LES ESCALES
DOMAINE FRANÇAIS
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FREEDOM AS A LEGACY
EVELYNE PISIER & CAROLINE LAURENT

Mona Desforêt has fairy-tale grace and youth going for her. In French 
Indochina, she turns heads wherever she goes. But between the 
Japanese camps, the abominations and the rise of the Viet Minh, 
the country is aflame. With her daughter Lucie and her well placed 
husband – stained with his association with the Petain regime, she 
flees to New Caledonia.

In Nouméa, the monotonous days are filled with everyday racism 
and swimming in the lagoon. Lucie grows up; Mona plays at being 
Bovary. Until the day she reads Simone de Beauvoir’s Second Sex. It 
is the birth of a consciousness, the beginning of freedom.

Back in France, divorced and independent, Mona leads her daughter 
onto the feminist battleground; they become fierce fighters for legal 
abortion, sexual freedom and equality between men and women. 
And they defend the rights of oppressed people and nations as well. 
Lucie’s most cherished dream: to go to Cuba. Little does she know 
that she will meet a certain Fidel Castro there...

Et soudain, la liberté is also the story of a novel written in silence, one 
that gropes around sometimes, that teeters on the edge of the void, 
as well as painting the portrait of the encounter between Évelyne 
Pisier and her editor, Caroline Laurent –friendship at first sight, truth 
stronger than fiction. The whole thing could have stopped in February 
2017, when Évelyne passed away. But nothing stopped: they were 
bound by a promise that went beyond death.

Winner of the prizes Marguerite Duras 2017, Première Plume 
2017 and Talent à découvrir Cultura 2017. On the long list of 
Prix des Lectrices de ELLE 2018.

Évelyne Pisier was born in French Indochina 
in 1941. As the sister of the actress Marie-
France Pisier, the mistress of Fidel Castro for 
four years, the first wife of Bernard Kouchner 
(Founder of the French Doctors) and the spouse 
of Olivier Duhamel, her life encompassed 
all of the key struggles of the latter half of 
the 20th century: feminism, decolonization, 
anti-racism, LGBT rights, anti-totalitarianism 
and more. She was one of the first women 
to receive an advanced degree in public law 
in France. Director of Books when Jack Lang 
was Minister of Culture, she wrote reference 
books, novels, essays and screenplays. She 
died in February 2017.
Caroline Laurent was born in 1988. She is 
Évelyne Pisier’s editor and her friend.

AUGUST 2017
352 PAGES

Rights sold in:
China, Spain, Italy, Greece

30 000 COPIES SOLD!



THE FERRIS WHEEL
DIANE PEYLIN

Summer, 1986: Emma, with flamboyant-red hair, meets Marc 
at the foot of a Ferris Wheel. She’s so young, he’s so strong. 
Romance blossoms as they eat cotton candy with their feet in 
the sand. Intense, passionate romance. Vital.
But “Once upon a time,” soon turns sour, and the fairy tale turns 
into the horror story about the ogre and the doll.

Alongside Emma, there’s Tess at night; David on the 
mountaintop and Nathan behind a police desk. Other 
characters for other fates – other kinds of chaos. Each of them 
has been broken in such a way that it has isolated them from 
others. They keep moving. Each at their own pace. In search of 
their own identity.

In this nightmarish maze, where Lynch bumps into Kafka, 
reality needs monstrous illusion to reveal itself. And to allow all 
of the pieces of Emma’s puzzle to come together. Emma, who 
is more than just a baby doll.

Born in 1978, Diane Peylin has managed 
inns in the valleys of the Ardèche and has 
been first a teacher and then a nomad on 
around-the-world sailing voyage. Today 
she is essentially a novelist, and also leads 
writing workshops. Her books include À 
l’endroit où elles naissent (“In the Place 
Where They Are Born,” Les Nouveaux 
Auteurs, Grand prix du Roman de l’été 
2011) and the critically acclaimed Même 
les pêcheurs ont le mal de mer (“Even 
Fishermen Get Seasick,” Les Escales, 
2016, Pocket, 2017).

JANUARY 2018
224 PAGES
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Previous title : Même les pêcheurs ont le mal de mer (“Even 
Fishermen Get Seasick,” Les Escales, 2016, Pocket, 2017).
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THE SINGULAR CASE OF BENJAMIN T
CATHERINE ROLLAND

Nothing has been going right in Benjamin Teillac’s life lately. 
His wife has left him; his son rejects him, and now he’s 
about to lose his job as an ambulance driver. The reason: his 
epileptic seizures, which have come back with a vengeance. 
The conventional treatment isn’t helping any more. So when 
his neurologist offers to test a revolutionary new drug on him, 
Benjamin accepts the offer, despite his best friend David’s 
reticence. Benjamin is soon assailed by strange visions and 
troublingly realistic dreams. He is standing lookout on a snow-
covered path with soldiers who he doesn’t recognize but 
who speak to him as though they know him... What strange 
phenomenon puts him in the underground resistance in 1944? 
There, surrounded by danger, another existence opens before 
him, another possible life. 

The only truly important question is posed: who does Benjamin 
want to be?

Catherine Rolland M.D. is from Lyon. 
She has lived in Switzerland for several 
years. Devoted to writing, with Le 
Cas singulier de Benjamin T. she offers 
readers reflections on time, heroism and 
cowardice – in a word, on the human 
condition when we make choices that 
engage our very lives. 

FEBRUARY 2018
350 PAGES



NOR ENTIRELY ANOTHER
CAROLINE VIÉ

It’s the story of a woman who loses the man she loves. She 
gave him everything: her time, her dreams, her sacrifices. He 
was the star, not her, and that suited her just fine. But when 
Ignace Lambert, a.k.a. Iggy, dies of an overdose, her world falls 
apart. There is nothing but emptiness, and that bitter taste in 
her mouth. Until the day when Iris meets discreet, unassuming 
Adrien. She rediscovers her own body, and realizes that she is 
still capable of loving someone... even if it’s unrequited. What 
difference does it make? 

With a caustic view of human relations, love and our most 
intimate desires, Caroline Vié paints the portrait of a woman in 
her fifties trying to start her life over.  

Caroline Vié’s previous books are Brioche 
(2012) and Dependence Day (2015), both 
published by Editions JC Lattès. A film 
reporter, she participated in Canal+’s 
program “Le Cercle” for many years, and 
is currently working for the daily paper 20 
minutes. Nor Entirely Another is her third 
novel.

MARCH 2018
224 PAGES

PLON | LES ESCALES - LBF 2018 11



PLON | LES ESCALES - LBF 201812

THE UPROOTED ONES
CATHERINE BARDON

Vienna, 1931: Wilhelm, a 25-year-old journalist, meets Almah, the 
love of his life. They soon marry, but their wedded bliss is shadowed 
by the anti-Semitism raging in their country… and aily life becomes 
terrifying…
Over the course of the next few years, they see many of their friends 
and relatives escape into exile. After an aggression, Wilhelm’s sister, 
Myriam, decides to flee to the USA. Although it is a wrenching 
decision, Wilhelm knows he must do everything he can to save Almah 
and their young son, so he, too, chooses to leave. Having obtained 
visas for the USA, they are convinced they will be able to join Myriam 
there. But unfortunately… 
The family is stuck in a refugee camp of Switzerland. Their visas were 
forgeries, and besides, the United States’ immigration quota has 
been reached. 
The situation seems hopeless until a man offers them an escape 
route: help establish a kibbutz in the Dominican Republic. The fact is 
that Trujillo, the local dictator, made a deal with the Nazis: he’ll grant 
100,000 visas to Jews in exchange for funds. In addition, the Jews will 
provide free labor to help develop the island’s infrastructure. 
They finally arrive in Sosúa, in the tropical jungle. There, everything 
– from buildings to society – must be built from scratch. Wilhelm and 
Almah will have to learn to work under a withering sun and to find joy 
in a simple life, light-years away from the comfortable intellectual 
life they have been forced to leave behind in Austria. But it could also 
be an opportunity for them to reinvent themselves and to put down 
roots in a new land.

Based on a true story, this enjoyably novelistic saga will immerse you 
in a little-known facet of Jewish history. 

Catherine Bardon is a true Dominican 
Republic-ophile. She has written several 
tour guides to the island, where she lived 
for many years. She is currently living in 
the Paris area. The Uprooted ones is her 
first novel.

10 000 copies already sold!

MAY 2018
624 PAGES
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MARAMISA
VINCENT ENGEL

“Resurrect Maramisa and you will become immortal.”

Charles Vinel is an archeologist and a professor who craves the 
admiration of his peers. His life, which is woven from reading, 
boredom and dreams of grandeur, changes dramatically the 
day he meets a man named Herman Kopf. Mysterious and 
fabulously wealthy, Kopf assigns Vinel an extraordinarily 
important mission: bringing back to life a lost, forgotten city and 
its civilization: “Maramisa.” Vinel is enthralled by the prospect 
of this Pharaonic project, which would give his career the boost 
he’s been hoping for. He dives into the search for Maramisa and 
its secrets, without realizing that the project may actually hold 
the key to immortality…

Shades of Indiana Jones and the Da Vinci Code: Maramisa is an 
ode to the fantasy-adventure genre. 

Vincent Engel is Belgian. He has written 
a great number of novels, including Le 
Miroir des illusions (The Mirror of Illusions), 
published by Escales, Domaine français 
in 2016. He has been carrying Maramisa 
inside him for over thirty years.

JUNE 2018
352 PAGES
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MY MOTHER’S CHILDREN
JÉRÔME CHANTREAU

May 10, 1981 was no ordinary day. For the first time in her life, 
Françoise, who was married with two children and had been 
raised in a model right-thinking family, was going to drop a 
pink voting slip into the ballot box. Mitterrand. She doesn’t yet 
know that this first quake will soon be followed by another one: 
the departure of her husband, who invited her to a restaurant to 
announce that he was filing for a divorce. One world collapses, 
another is born. So Françoise decides to become a left-wing 
woman. Her chosen mission is to take in lost children, victims 
of the 80s, in order, perhaps, to get them back on track. 
As her own children flirt with crossing the line, Françoise is 
obsessed with Victor, the handsomest and most brilliant of 
them all. The one who seems destined for greatness but who 
refuses to accept a helping hand. Can you save someone who 
doesn’t want to be saved? 
Paris, an urban forest filled with sprites and witches, peasants 
and nobility, is like a character in this novel, an uncompromising 
portrait of Mitterrand-era France, with glimpses of both 
violence and poetry. 

After a highly acclaimed first novel Avant 
que naisse la forêt (“Before the Forest 
Begins,” Les Escales, 2016; Prix Cultura/
Femme actuelle, Prix de la Plume d’or du 
premier roman, Prix François Augiéras), 
Jérôme Chantreau has drawn on his 
childhood memories to explore the lost 
illusions of a sacrificed generation.

AUGUST 2018
250 PAGES

Previous title : Avant que naisse la forêt (“Before the Forest 
Begins,”, Les Escales, 2016; Prix Cultura/Femme actuelle, Prix 
de la Plume d’or du premier roman, Prix François Augiéras).
7 000 copies sold!







In 1852, Henri Plon and his two brothers founded éditions Plon, and were awarded the title 
of Imprimeur de l’Empereur (Emperor’s publisher). They published the correspondence 
of Louis XIII, Marie Antoinette and Napoleon I.

PLON is a leader in France in the field of the political, economy and societal documents. 
Its prestigious collections count authors such as Claude Lévi-Strauss or Simone Weil, 
and the works of several French Presidents such as the General de Gaulle, Georges 
Pompidou, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing or François Mitterrand, as well as titles from 
women around them, Claude Pompidou, Bernadette Chirac and more recently, 
Geneviève De Gaulle-Anthonioz. PLON belongs to Editis—the 2nd publishing company 
in France—and to the Spanish group Planeta.

PLON’s literature is also famous for the launching of several writers such as Karine Tuil, 
Leonora Miano,  Ingrid Desjours.
Samuel Benchetrit, Harold Cobert, David Foenkinos as well as Amanda Sthers have 
also been published by Plon.

EDITIONS PLON



THE GREAT FIRE
JEAN D’AILLON

A new Louis Fronsac investigation. The Parisian notary is 
a private-eye for the richest, most important people in the 
Kingdom of France during the reign of Louis XIV.

1666: France has just declared war on England. The former 
English ambassador, Denzel Hollis, hires Louis Fronsac to find a 
missing jewel that belongs to the Stuarts. It disappeared during 
the republican revolution, sold or pawned by the chamberlain of 
Henriette of England, Charles I’s widow. Around the same time, 
Gaston de Tilly learns that he had a son by a former mistress, 
and that the young man, who has become a naval officer, is 
being held a prisoner in Plymouth, England.

On the trail of a woman who has been accused of stealing the 
precious gem, Louis and Gaston wind up in London, where the 
the Plague is decimating the population. What’s more, both 
men ignore how powerful their enemies are. Fronsac is arrested 
and thrown into the Tower of London, soon to be hanged. 
As the Great Fire of London devastates the heart of the capital, 
will Gaston de Tilly and his son be able to count on the help of 
Samuel Pepys, the singular secretary to the Admiralty? 

Between bear and dog fights in Shakespeare’s Globe theatre, 
sailing down the Thames, and dirty dealings in Whitehall, will 
our friends find the sapphire of the Stuarts?

Born in 1948, Ph.D. in economics and 
Grand Prix of Provencal literature for the 
body of his work, Jean d’Aillon lives in 
Aix-en-Provence and writes detective 
novels set in various periods from French 
history. He is the author of such popular 
series as La guerre des trois Henri (The 
War of the Three Henrys), Les aventures 
de Guilhem d’Ussel, chevalier troubadour; 
Les chroniques d’Edward Holmes et Gower 
Watson and Les enquêtes de Louis Fronsac 
(The LF Investigations).

MARCH 2018
352 PAGES
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SO WILL YOU REMEMBER?
JANINE BOISSARD

What happens when the weight of secrets becomes too 
heavy to bear? In Provence, Aude tries to unravel the threads 
of her life: what happened to her husband? Why can’t she 
remember things? Tragedies, mysteries and family affairs 
unfold in Janine Boissard’s latest novel.

One day Aude, 23, is the wife of a famous perfumer in Grasse, 
France’s capital of perfume. The next – or so it seems – she 
wakes up in a hospital bed with partial amnesia. She is informed 
that she was found unconscious, on a rarely used footpath. Not 
far from where she was found, her husband’s car stood empty, 
with the doors open. What could have been done to them? 
With the help of a psychiatrist, Aude will try to remember what 
happened. But does she really want to? If her memories come 
back, will Aude have to face an awful truth? 

A real page-turner and a great love story set in the sweetly 
scented landscapes of Provence.

The author of numerous best-sellers, 
including L’Esprit de famille, Une femme 
en blanc, N’ayez pas peur nous sommes 
là, Au plaisir d’aimer and Voulez-vous 
partager ma maison, Janine Boissard is 
one of France’s best-loved novelists.

MARCH 2018
352 PAGES
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SAVE OUR SOULS SCHOOL
THIERRY COHEN

Hogwarts and X-Men aren’t the only unusual schools for 
children with unusual lives… At the Iron Will Institute, 
healing the living is on the curriculum every single day.

In the midst of hell, just as Lana and Dylan think they can’t 
stand up to those who are persecuting them any more, people 
appear, save them and offer them a new lease on life. Because 
they have nothing left to lose, they agree to follow these 
strangers. 

Enrolled in the Iron Will Institute, they will discover a whole 
new world. A world in which everyone used to be a victim of 
a psychopath of some sort: dealers, rapists, abusive parents, 
Mafia networks and more… They are all broken beings who lost 
the will to live, but the strange teachers of the Iron Will Institute 
do their utmost to give it back to them… as well as the will to 
learn and to better themselves – in order to change the world.
Between classes in Krav Maga, public speaking, decoding 
body language and other educational approaches aimed at 
protecting them from society’s ills, Lana and Dylan, with the 
help of their sponsors, Dimitri and Romane, will try to put 
themselves back together, and to become teenagers with open 
minds, able to be curious and passionate… and to fall in love. 

But Lana’s past will come back to haunt her and draw her into 
a fresh hell. 

Thierry Cohen has written a great many 
best-sellers that have been translated 
into several languages, including J’aurais 
préféré vivre (Still with Me), Je le ferai 
pour toi, Longtemps j’ai rêvé d’elle, Si tu 
existes ailleurs, Si un jour la vie t’arrache 
à moi and Je n’étais qu’un fou.

FEBRUARY 2018
336 PAGES
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THE ROZENBAUM HOME
EVELYNE LAGARDET

The Resistance is getting organized at the Rozenbaum Home! A stunning 
tale of love and frienship, the story of two lifelong resistants’ struggle to 
reclaim their own lives.

Bound by an uncommon love… both for each other and and for life itself, 
Sarah and Albert make a wonderful couple. For these two concentration-
camp survivors who have been through hell and back, every minute lived is 
like thumbing their noses at death.
She is a born philosopher, he a born teacher; they are both musicians who 
love art and culture, and are steeped in humanism.
But when Alzheimer’s casts a pall over Sarah, her sons decide – against 
the couple’s will – to move her to The Rozenbaum Home, a facility with a 
respectable reputation. Despite their many happy years together, the aging 
lovebirds had never married, so Sarah’s children finally have a chance to 
take over and get their step-father out of the picture. So the only way for 
Albert to stay with his true love is to get himself admitted into the home for 
former deportees, too. 
It turns out that the institution’s respectability is but a façade in front of an 
entirely different reality. In this isolated place, the staff is often brutal to 
the residents, and the elderly people’s spirits have been crushed. Some of 
their families are more than willing to close their eyes to what’s going on, 
others try to rebel, but are soon reduced to silence. With its cultural, social 
and ethnic diversity, the retirement home is like a microcosm of society, 
where joy can turn into horror from one moment to the next. Struggles, 
intrigues and prerogatives… the terrain is dangerous, and the residents are 
the scapegoats.
Getting locked up again reawakens memories from Sarah and Albert’s 
painful past… but it also stirs their resilient spirits, too. After all, in order 
to cling to their own humanity, years ago they had managed to oppose 
barbarity with solidarity, and madness with hope...

Evelyne Lagardet is the author of the 
novel Un Rêve français (A French Dream), 
published by Flammarion in 2007 and 
of Contes philosophiques de la diversité 
(Philosophical Tales of Diversity), with an 
afterword by Michel Tubiana, Honorary 
President of the French League of Human 
Rights, published by Eyrolles in 2010. She 
has taught philosophy in high school. 
She now teaches primary-school children 
in an anti-prejudice program at the 
Holocaust Memorial. She trains primary-
school teachers in introducing children 
to philosophy. For eight years now has 
been leading a philosophy workshop at 
the Amicale des Anciens de l’OSE (Friends 
and Alumni of OSE) for people who were 
saved as children during World War II.

APRIL 2018
XXX PAGES
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THE DUCHESS OF POISONS
OLIVIER SEIGNEUR

Louis XIV has his own private investigator: Gabriel Nicolas 
de La Reynie. A recurring hero for a new series of historical 
novels.

1679: Louis XIV is residing in the Château de Saint Germain, 
famous for its terraced gardens and its elaborate water features: 
fountains, cascades and more. The King’s all-powerful favorite 
courtesan, the flamboyant Duchess of Montespan, turns heads 
wherever she goes. 

As the pleasure-seeking court in Saint Germain dances away, 
in Paris, people are invoking the Devil, profaning churches, 
attending black masses and sacrificing children. That is what 
Police Lieutenant General Gabriel Nicolas de La Reynie – the 
first person appointed to the post – finds out. When he arrests 
the witch La Voisin, the former Paris police prefect and founder 
of the investigative police doesn’t know that he has taken the 
first step towards unraveling a shady affair of poisoning people.

Entrenched in his office in Grand Châtelet, La Reynie has his 
work cut out for him… all the more so in that a relentless, 
shadowy foe is doing his best to foil him at every step, and that, 
among other nasty criminals, a Parisian woman is knocking off 
half of the French capital’s sturdiest male specimens. Will La 
Reynie manage to avoid all the traps being set for him in this, 
his first investigation as Police Commissioner? 

Olivier Seigneur was born in Paris 
in 1956. After going to law school, he 
won the 1994 Cognac detective-fiction 
festival award. He is the author of almost 
two dozen novels published by Éditions 
Le Masque, Belfond and Flammarion, 
among others. He also writes YA fiction, 
as well as novels commissioned by the 
Rothschild, the Château of Versailles and 
more.

MAY 2018
396 PAGES
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AS LONG AS THE STONES STAND
MARINA DÉDÉYAN

In 1942, as France is stunned by defeat and more divided 
than ever, voices are being raised.
What it Brittany were to become independent? Is it no more 
than a pipedream for a handful of delusional people?
In this moving family saga, Marina Dédéyan portrays the 
Breton people’s passionate attachment to their identity.

In 1942, as France is stunned by defeat and more divided than 
ever, voices are being raised.
What it Brittany were to become independent? Is it no more 
than a pipedream for a handful of delusional people?
Home to the fiercest resistance to the Nazi invaders, and which 
took the worst pounding from Allied bombings; steeped in 
both the Catholic tradition and Celtic paganism; cherishing the 
memory of the pro-Royalist counter-revolution while being a 
hotbed of Communism: Brittany, land of liberty above all, is 
starting to rumble like a volcano threatening to erupt. 
Three brothers will take three different paths, but all three will 
follow their path to as far as it will go. The eyewitnesses to their 
heart-breaking confrontations are a father who has lost the 
power to speak and a young Russian immigrant who has come 
to tend to him. 
Tant que se dresseront les pierres is an ode to Brittany. It asks 
important, current questions about a population’s identity. 
Above and beyond the family saga, it invites readers to look at 
history with a fresh eye and to reconsider the present.

Born in Saint Malo (Brittany) and raised 
by a family rich in stories but somewhat 
hard hit by history, Marina Dédéyan 
loves both books and the sea. In her sixth 
novel, Tant que se dresseront les pierres, 
she continues to explore the theme of 
roots and how the past still resonates 
into the present day.

MAY 2018
XXX PAGES





“It is not a very fragrant world, but it is the world you live in,” one of the masters of crime-
fiction, Raymond Chandler, wrote in 1950 in The Simple Art of Murder. Here is what this 
new collection offers: an exciting escape into a reality that is more noir than you thought. 
A fictitious journey of discovery of a world that is darker than you would have guessed. 
Our authors are the eyewitnesses of a society that is ever tougher, more threatening and 
ore violent. Crime reveals that. Our novels will explore the cracks in history, politics and 
current events. Every layer of society will be sounded, every social class will confess its 
sins, every contemporary phenomenon will be dissected. Mass surveillance, the music 
industry, battle zones, reality TV, geopolitics, unemployment, sports: nothing will be out 
of bounds. 
Our credo: we believe in genre literature that sheds light on the darkest corners of reality. 
Our modus operandi: noir fiction, crime fiction, police procedurals, thrillers and more, all 
written by French or French-speaking authors for escapism and learning the truth at the 
same time. Because we’re sure of one thing: in order to grasp today’s world, you have to 
read noir.

SANG NEUF /      
FRESH BLOOD

A New Crime-Fiction Collection



KILL THEM ALL... JUST NOT HERE
PIERRE POUCHAIRET

Julie Loubriac has disappeared. Age 17, the high-school 
student has vanished into thin air, and not for the first time. 
Still, her divorced parents are both convinced that this 
time, she hasn’t just run away from home. Considering the 
police’s lack of concern, Martine and Louis Loubriac decide 
to look for her themselves. Martine owns a fairly high-end 
clothing store. As for Louis, he has failed at pretty much 
everything he’s ever tried to be: ex-cop, ex-journalist, ex-
husband... Sometimes, he does manage to be a father. All 
he has left is his guitar, for playing the blues in a bar with 
his new girlfriend, Jenifer. 

The plot thickens when Louis is contacted by an agent 
from the DGSI, a French intelligence agency, who points 
him in a surprising direction. The investigation will lead the 
Loubriacs from Quimper to Istanbul via Syria. Between their 
own personal drama and the secret service’s manipulation 
tactics, they wind up caught up in a web of state secrets, 
with the war on terrorism as a backdrop.

Pierre Pouchairet won the 2017 Quai 
des Orfèvres Prize for Mortels Trafics 
(Fayard). A former police commissioner 
specialized in fighting organized crime, 
he was posted in Turkey, Afghanistan 
and the West Bank. He has had several 
crime-fiction novels published by Jigal, 
including La Filière afghan (the Afghan 
Connection) and Une terre pas si sainte (A 
Not So Holy Land), one of the only works 
of French crime fiction set in the occupied 
territories. 
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EVERYDAY CORRUPTION
CHRISTOPHE GAVAT

Politicians are all corrupt. That’s what everyone thinks 
in this town in south-western France when the Mayor 
and all of his deputies are arrested like lousy thugs. 
The Mayor thought his rank would protect him. But 
he didn’t take into account two cops who didn’t give a 
damn about the position. Still, the two men will have to 
resist pressure, lies and betrayal in order to get to the 
bottom of their investigation. 

A town in south-western France. Everyone: the Mayor, 
deputy mayor, town council and administrators, local 
business owners and more, knows each other and does 
business together. They are all involved in a corruption 
scandal that a pair of cops has taken over with just one 
idea in mind: trail these elected officials in the exact same 
way they would trail a bunch of thugs. In jail while awaiting 
trial, the Mayor, who had turned into a local monarch, 
kills himself.  Which gets tongues wagging and forces his 
“friends” and “enemies” to reveal themselves. Betrayals, 
lies, political pressure: it’s all here in this fast-paced 
detective novel that points a finger at a political system 
that encourages corruption and personal enrichment.

Christophe Gavat is a police 
commissioner. Currently posted to 
Marseille, he was previously the head 
of the Judiciary Police in Grenoble, in 
southwestern France. A close friend of 
Michel Neyret (a former high-ranking 
police administrator who was convicted 
of corruption), this is his first novel, 
although he has written two eyewitness 
accounts for Editions Michalon: 96 
heures, un commissaire en garde à vue 
(96 Hours: A Commissioner in Custody), 
and Flic un jour, flic toujours (Cop for A 
Day, Cop Forever). Arrested and indicted 
in the “Neyret Affair,” he was eventually 
acquitted. He co-signed the screenplay 
for Borderline, the made-for-TV movie 
version of his first book, directed by 
Olivier Marchal for France 2 TV.
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MARSEILLE CONFIDENTIAL
FRANÇOIS THOMAZEAU

“If I were a writer from Marseille, I would write Marseille 
Confidential”. That was the gauntlet that James Ellroy 
threw down in person to François Thomazeau. Challenge 
skilfully met, with a novel that draws readers into the 
seamy sides of the Mediterranean capital in the 1930s.

Marseille, April 1936. A week before the legislative 
elections, Antoine Cardella is shot and killed on a working-
class street, halfway between the Socialist candidate’s 
campaign headquarters and those of the far-right leader. 
Who stands to benefit the most from the murder of a 
Corsican cop who was known for his cronyism? Everyone 
and no one, because arrangements, racketeering and 
feuds were legion and inextricably intertwined in a political 
labyrith. In that troubled period, politicians, thugs and 
corrupt cops were laying the foundations of the Mafia-
based system that reigns in Marseille to this day. 

Just as James Ellroy did with Los Angeles, François 
Thomazeau takes us through the seamy sides of this major 
Mediterranean city, for a remarkable noir novel. 

Author of more than a dozen novels 
and almost two dozen essays, François 
Thomazeau is one of the pioneers of 
Marseille-based crime fiction. With 
a degree in history, Thomazeau – a 
journalist, musician, bookstore owner 
and translator – writes faster than a 
speeding bullet. Two of his novels, 
Consulting (Editions Au-delà du 
raisonnable, 2010) and Les Anneaux de 
la honte (The Rings of Shame, L’Archipel, 
2012), were particularly well-received.
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LIKE RANK BEGINNERS
MARIE TALVAT & ALEX LALOUE

A detective novel for Generation Y. A particularly sordid 
murder in Paris; a male cop and a female journalist, 
both under 30, are trying to cope with a complicated 
investigation. Two “rank beginners” who try to hunt 
down a killer and get had instead. Youthful errors that 
could have extremely unpleasant consequences. But 
they’re stubborn. They won’t give up…

Paris, November 2016: The sordid murder of a pregnant 
woman has enflamed public opinion. The criminal-
investigation unit is under pressure. The fact is that all the 
ingredients for a major scandal are in place: the victim is 
the daughter of a famous lawyer and it’s an election year. 
The press is having a field day. 

The unit’s latest recruit, Arsène Galien, has to hit the 
ground running.  He’s counting on the affair to attract his 
hierarchy’s attention. As for Pauline Raumann, a young 
journalist and the victim’s neighbor, she would have 
preferred not to have had anything to do with the scandal, 
which is awakening buried demons.
The two rookies are at once idealistic and insecure. As an 
irresistible attraction draws them ever closer together, 
they will get carried away by an exceptional case, on the 
trail of the worst possible killer. 

Marie Talvat and Alex Laloue are 
both 28 years old. They live and write 
together; this is their first novel. 
Having studied journalism and cultural 
mediation, Marie’s YouTube channel 
“L’Instant inutile,” has attracted a large 
audience. As for Alex, he recently started 
a career as a police officer within Paris’s 
prestigious criminal-investigation unit.
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LOSER-LAND
FABRICE DAVID

Welcome to the Ardennes. Awoise-Gelle is a boring little 
town located 6 kilometers from the Franco-Belgian border. 
That’s where Moïse, who works in a gardening store, lives. 
He spends all his free time cheering on the local soccer 
team and drinking beer at his favorite hang-out, a bar 
called L’Ardennais. Jarne, who is wanted by the Belgian 
police; and Le Nîmois, an ex-thug from the south of France, 
are Moïse’s daily drinking buddies. Football is everything 
to Moïse, so when his club is on the verge of relegation to 
a lower division, he decides to do something about it: he 
kidnaps the child of the referee for the team’s next match.  

Magguy and Annie are an atypical couple. Two women 
living together under the same roof is enough to get 
tongues wagging in a small town. While one of them has 
always been a pretty cheerful person, the other is taciturn 
and borderline depressed. To be fair, she is hiding a deep, 
dark secret that something has brought painfully back to 
the surface. With his second darker than noir novel, Fabrice 
David draws readers into a Chabrol-like atmosphere. 

Fabrice David is 48 years old. As a 
journalist for TF1 television for over the 
last 20 years, he has worked on many 
shows, including “Téléfoot.” He knows 
France’s soccer stadiums like the back of 
his hand, has traveled on dozens of fan 
buses, slept in hotels in industrial parks 
and kept his eyes and ears open. His first, 
critically acclaimed novel, L’Homme gris 
(The Gray Man), was published in May, 
2015 by Editions Black-Out.
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THE DEFENSE GAME
ANDRÉ BUFFARD

In Lyon, a young judge’s body has been found beaten to 
death under a doorway where she was trysting with her 
lover. The police soon focus on him, as his lies as well as 
other, more concrete, clues make him the ideal suspect. A 
well-known lawyer who is planning to run for mayor, hires 
David Lucas, a renowned lawyer, to defend him. Lucas will 
try anything to get his client acquitted. 

André Buffard carries us away with an extremely realistic 
courtroom drama and an exceptional trial experienced 
from the inside, from the suspect’s questioning to the 
trial in court. He offers a precise portrayal of the relations 
between a lawyer and the client he’s defending, painting 
an uncompromising portrait of both the judicial system 
and the media’s role in an affair that makes headlines. 
He also explores the lawyer’s motivations. Torn between 
desires for the truth, riches and power, this book shows 
hos win the end, justice is just another game... 

André Buffard has been a lawyer since 
1972. His name has been associated with 
some of the best-known cases of the 
last 40 years. He defended the terrorist  
Carlos, Pierre Chanal (an accused serial 
killer), Jean-Claude Romand (for the affair 
that inspired Emmanuel Carrère’s book 
L’Adversaire (The Adversary)), as well as 
some members of Action directe, Alain 
Carignon and... Éric Cantona. At age 69, 
he is making a sensational entrance into 
the world of crime fiction.
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NON-
FICTION





In 1852, Henri Plon and his two brothers founded éditions Plon, and were awarded the title 
of Imprimeur de l’Empereur (Emperor’s publisher). They published the correspondence 
of Louis XIII, Marie Antoinette and Napoleon I.

PLON is a leader in France in the field of the political, economy and societal documents. 
Its prestigious collections count authors such as Claude Lévi-Strauss or Simone Weil, 
and the works of several French Presidents such as the General de Gaulle, Georges 
Pompidou, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing or François Mitterrand, as well as titles from 
women around them, Claude Pompidou, Bernadette Chirac and more recently, 
Geneviève De Gaulle-Anthonioz. PLON belongs to Editis—the 2nd publishing company 
in France—and to the Spanish group Planeta.

Plon’s non fiction is very famous for the notoriety of most of its authors : Luc Ferry, 
Frederic Lenoir, Etienne Klein, Pierre Gilles de Gennes and more recently, Raphaël 
Enthoven, Marc Dugain, Anne Fulda, Elisabeth Roudinesco.

EDITIONS PLON



PLON | LES ESCALES - LBF 201836

EMMANUEL MACRON: SUCH A PERFECT YOUNG MAN
ANNE FULDA                                   BEST-SELLER!

Emmanuel Macron comes across as the perfect son, a choir-boy, 
a metrosexual candidate who doesn’t swagger like the alpha 
males who still dominate the French political landscape. He is the 
pet cause of Parisian high society, but he knows how to talk to 
underprivileged youth. He gets on the nerves of many on his own 
side while surfing on a wave of popularity that no one saw coming.

Emmanuel Macron is a small-town boy from the north of France who 
went to ENA, France’s top school for future civil servants, but who 
dreamed of ENS, France’s top school, full stop. A prodigal son of 
Rothschild Bank, he was appointed Deputy Secretary-General at the 
Elysée Palace in 2012, then Minister of the Economy. Little by
little, he started to believe in his own chances.
Macron is a child of the system who wants to shake the system up. 
Who wants to break the codes while his own voice sometimes breaks; 
who plays at transgressing and contradicting – in appearance at least 
– beautifully, who wants to “unlock” French society, by encouraging
greater mobility and movement. A revolutionary in short pants who 
coaxes and cajoles the media like a true artist. Macron clearly knows 
how to make the best of the spirit of the times and to benefit from 
the global rejection of politics as usual.
This unrepentant seducer has always searched for support and 
comfort in the eyes of others: from the stage of his high school 
in Amiens, where he acted in front of his French teacher, to the 
convention center, where, in December 2016, he held the first rally of 
his presidential campaign – still in front of his French teacher Brigitte,
who has since become his wife.
Because behind Macron the transgressive, there is – fairly typically – 
a woman, Brigitte Macron. A woman who is 24 years older than he, 
a woman who stood up to the nasty looks and comments from the 
bourgeoisie of Amiens to follow him to Paris. And who decided to do
everything in her power to aid him in his march to power.

Anne Fulda is a reporter for Le Figaro, where 
she is also in charge of the “Portraits” column. 
Her previous books are: Un président très 
entouré (“A President with a Very Close Circle”
Grasset), François Baroin, le faux discret 
(“François Barrin, the Falsely Discreet” JC 
Lattès) and Portraits de femmes (“Portraits of 
Women” Plon).
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A WARRIOR’S TEARS
BRIGITTE BARDOT                                       EVENT!

 “Animals have saved me, but to what extent do I save them”? In the twilight 
of her life, Brigitte Bardot sheds A Warrior’s Tears and muses about the work 
she has been doing over the past 44 years. This sharing, love and respect, 
this reciprocity of consideration between humans and animals has been the 
wellspring of Brigitte Bardot’s energy in standing up to seal hunting on the ice 
floes, the inhumanity of animal shelters and the cruelty of slaughterhouses, 
animal testing and traditions that exploit animals to death. 

In this book, which displays both calm determination and outrage, Brigitte 
Bardot opens up in an unprecedented way about her life and the meaning 
of her struggle. A dedicated, activist in the vanguard, she has fought 
unceasingly for animal ethics: the attention humans should pay to animals; 
recognition of animals’ nature, the needed compassion that every living 
thing deserves, without distinction between species.

In this book, the icon of animal protection reveals herself like never before 
through reflections on nature and the human beings’ place in it. Untamed, 
instinctive, free and moving, Brigitte Bardot looks back over her life as a 
star, her daily life in contact with her animal companions and both her own, 
personal battles, and her foundation’s. For the first time in her life, B.B. 
explores her animal side, which is both cuddly and fierce, and which explains 
so many of the choices, inspirations and rebellions that have studded her 
life. Page by page, through the Warrior’s Tears that the “Lady of Madrague” 
sheds with restraint, a subtle portrait emerges, showing Brigitte Bardot 
in a new light. Because “the infinite world of mute pain,” is also hers; the 
world of a fighter, who poured every bit of strength she had into demanding 
we show greater benevolence towards animals. At age 83, Brigitte Bardot 
delivers a message for the Future, about the pugnaciousness needed to 
fight long-term battles and about the risk of losing our humanity if we don’t 
have greater brotherhood between living beings.

More than her legacy, Brigitte Bardot offers us her Testament. Her Animal 
Testament.

French film star Brigitte Bardot is 
famous around the world. She has been 
an activist for the cause of protecting 
animals for over 40 years. 

Anne-Cécile Huprelle is an author and a 
publisher. Among other books, she wrote 
Eloge de la contradiction (In Praise of 
Contradiction) with Charles Berling.
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DE GAULLE LIKE DE GAULLE ?!
RÉMI DE GAULLE

How does it feel to have people ask “De Gaulle like the 
airport?” or “De Gaulle like the Marshall?” when you 
introduce yourself, and you actually are related to the 
General? A family portrait including private anecdotes that 
sometimes link with events in history books. 

To paraphrase my famous uncle, “All my life I have had a 
certain idea of…” my last name. Or since I’ve understood quite 
how singular it is, anyway. Born in the early 50s, my great-
uncle rose to political power during my youth. Over the years 
that followed, from President Pompidou to the president best 
known for visiting his mistress on a scooter, I have accumulated 
both happy and sad memories from the point of view of 
someone named De Gaulle: in grade school, high school and 
university, during my stint in the service and in my professional 
life, everything, including even my marriage, has constantly 
reminded me about my exceptional last name. 
That is what I have tried to put in these pages: understanding 
the distinctive burden that was mine and its effect on my life, 
the roots of the name, my family tree, my relations with my 
relatives (of whom I am quite fond), particularly the General; as 
well as the Algerian War and its consequences, my experiences 
in politics and overseas, plus a few family portraits and “personal 
anecdotes” that have been passed on to me. All in all, there was 
more than enough, once I had retired in my beloved Provence, 
to make me feel like it was time to pour things out into the 
pages of a book. With neither shame nor restraint, pretention 
nor voyeurism, but with that blend of straightforwardness and 
whimsy that make me what I am: just another De Gaulle.

Rémi de Gaulle, 65, is one of the 
General’s great-nephews. He has lived in 
Provence for over 40 years, where he was 
a lawyer and a businessman, and where 
he dipped a toe into politics.
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GETTING TO THE BOTTOM OF ANGER
MICHEL ERMAN

Anger is the sign of an era of individualism, social ties being based 
first and foremost on emotions. What are the reasons behind anger? 
Is it a positive thing for a person to feel? Michel Erman answers those 
questions and more about a passion-fuelled emotion while describing its 
various expressions and incarnations (populism, revenge, lampooning 
and more).

Nowadays, it would seem that anger in its different modes, which can range 
from annoyance to hatred, irrigates our psyches in a flattering way. That is 
a very recent phenomenon. In fact, as recently as the early 2000s, people 
generally believed that anger was an aversive, off-putting passion, which 
was essentially forbidden, practically banished in public. 
What explains this turn-around? What is anger for? What are the reasons for 
this passion-fuelled emotion that would seem to be the most upsetting, and 
yet the most human of them all? Why has it never been incorporated into 
moralism, which condemns it? Does it have a positive side for us? Those are 
some of the questions this essay tries to answer, by describing a wide range 
of expressions and incarnations of anger (populism, revenge, lampooning 
and more).

In addition, are we living in an era of constant discontent and 
disenchantment? Several economic and cultural factors related to the 
globalization of trade explain recent social movements like Occupy, the 
Indignados, etc., as well as working-class anger. Granted. Nevertheless, 
anger has also affected relationships between individuals, to the extent 
that getting angry sometimes seems like a condition of existence in the 
contemporary world.

With this emotion, which may be the oldest one in the world, we run up 
against the opacity of human relations, which are torn between altruism 
and self-affirmation. It is that passion-filled opacity that anger enables us to 
explore, while at the same time reminding us that, from an anthropological 
point of view, human beings are not only creatures of reason, we are also – 
and foremost – affected by the experiences we call emotions.

A writer, philosophe and professor at the 
University of Bourgogne, Michel Erman 
is the author of several essays about 
passions (Le lien d’amitié, "Friendship", 
Plon, 2016). He is also a specialist on the 
topic of Marcel Proust, about whom he 
has written several books.

Previous title:

JANUARY 2018
224 PAGES

PLON | LES ESCALES - LBF 2018 39

Friendship



THE TEACHER AND THE CHILD
PIERRE GEMME & LHÉA

People sometimes avert their eyes rather than notice child 
abuse. Lhéa, 17, appeals to her former school teacher to 
break the taboo. A powerful life lesson about not giving up 
hope, and an extraordinary portrayal of modern society. 

A former nursery-school teacher who has since become a writer 
attends a book fair. A former student comes to see him there. 
Lhéa was 3 years old back then, now she’s 17. What did or didn’t 
he do? The teacher is suddenly afraid. 
Lhéa needs his help to write an account of her childhood. What 
he learns from her leads him to totally reconsider his former 
profession. Child abuse, village feuds, dire poverty… he hadn’t 
noticed a thing!
A global failure – of the school system, social services and 
society as a whole – is at the root of this tragedy.

Lhéa describes the “sneaky tricks” she and her sisters played 
on their father. A series of alternatingly funny and moving 
situations reveal the young woman’s commitment to 
democratic values nevertheless. Values that are incarnated for 
her both by public school and by firefighters, who have become 
like a  second family to her, to the point that she has decided to 
devote her life to the profession. 

A powerful life lesson about not giving up hope, and an 
extraordinary view of modern society. 

Lhéa, 17, just passed her high-school-
leaving exams with flying colors. She is 
going on to university, while continuing 
to work as a fire-fighter. 

Pierre Gemme, a teacher on a leave of 
absence, also writes children’s books. 
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A RAW DEAL… A SLAUGHTERHOUSE EMPLOYEE TELLS ALL
MAURICIO GARCIA PEREIRA

An eyewitness account by the whistle-blower who informed 
the world about the scandalous conditions in the Limoges 
slaughterhouse.

Mauricio Garcia Pereira grew up on a livestock farm in Spanish 
Galicia. There he learned both to love and to respect animals. 
Arriving in Limoges, he was hired by the largest public 
slaughterhouse in France. While doing his job, he witnessed 
abusive treatment of the animals, particularly the slaughter 
of pregnant cows, which is banned by law. Profoundly 
shocked by what he saw, he spoke to several managers and 
veterinarians about that barbaric practice, but got only evasive 
or embarrassed answers. He was told to get back to work and 
stop asking questions. Outraged by what he was seeing, he 
got in touch with the animal-protection organization L214, 
and agreed to take undercover footage of the terrible scenes 
taking place inside the slaughterhouse. The shock caused by 
those images, which went viral on social networks, set off a 
public-opinion scandal, as many people are sensitive to animal 
suffering. By breaking the rule of silence, Mauricio shed light on 
a public institution’s illegal doings and denounced the corrupt 
mores that have spread throughout the meat industry, and 
which made those barbarian, unacceptable practices possible. 
Mauricio lost his job in the scandal, but has continued the 
struggle for animals’ rights. He is the honorary president of an 
organization of French veterinarians for Animal Welfare, and 
was the guest of honor at the French Senate’s day devoted to 
the topic in May, 2017. 

Mauricio Garcia Pereira was born in 
Spain, and raised on a farm in Galicia, 
where he learned both to love and 
respect animals. Having worked at 
different trades, he came to Limoges, 
where he got a job in the largest public 
slaughterhouse in France. He has written 
a shocking, eyewitness account of the 
scandalous practices in slaughterhouses 
and the indifference to animal suffering.  

Clémence de Blasi, free-lance journalist, 
collaborated with Mauricio to write this 
book. With a particular inclination for 
social subjects, politics and portraits, 
she has written for Médiacités, M le 
Mag and the magazine Charles. Born in 
Limoges and attached to her region, she 
is extremely sensitive to the subject of 
animal welfare, and is proud to be a part 
of this noble cause.
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AN INNOCENT ABROAD… ON A MOTORBIKE
CÔME LEVIN

In 2014, Côme Levin decided to get away from it all… on his 
motorbike. With an absolute minimum of belongings, he would 
ride 2,747 miles from Paris to Istanbul. Every person he met 
enriched him, every landscape amazed him. Despite all sorts of 
accidents and incidents en route, the journey helped him become 
more mature and understand what really matters in life. He got to 
know the Balkans, the scars of wars, and the cultural breadth and 
depth of both the Christian West and the Muslim East.

“Hello, This is Côme Levin’s voice mail. I’m somewhere between Paris 
and Istanbul. You can leave me a message and I’ll get in touch when 
that’s humanly possible.” I check my outgoing message, turn off my 
phone and start the engine on my bike.”
And I’m off. Destination: Istanbul. It’s crazy. The goal is so far away, the 
itinerary so vast that they don’t seem real to me. As I extricate myself 
from the maze of interchanges in the suburbs of Paris, all I really feel 
is a vaguely exhilarating sense of excitement. Before me, that ribbon 
of highway is rolled out and it looks to me like one long path to Asia. 
A path through both space and time. In three weeks, I’ll have reached 
the other end. In a month and a half, I’ll be back at my starting point. 
It is suddenly clear to me that this journey is like a bubble in the midst 
of my life. A magical moment that is separated from the rest of my 
existence by a thin membrane, and that is as light as air. Anything’s 
possible, it’s isolated from everything else, and nothing matters. No 
one’s expecting me anywhere, I have zero commitments. I’m free to 
do whatever I please. Free to stop, wherever I am. To turn around and 
go home. Or to change direction. Or to keep going. For the moment, 
I choose to keep going. Heading southwest.” Côme Levin

Born in 1990, Côme Levin is an actor. On 
film, he has appeared, most notably, in 
Malavita, Patients and Gangsterdam; and 
on TV, in Fais pas ci, fais pas ça and Les 
Petits meurtres d’Agatha Christie.
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PRESSES DE LA
RENAISSANCE

Les Presses de la Renaissance have chosen an editorial policy that aims to answer 
fundamental questions and illustrate search of sens of the nowadays’ Man.

Whatever may be the literary genre - documents, society, testimonies, practical books or 
fiction - both the authors and their books are linked to the Humanity spiritual patrimony.

By publishing 20 books per year, we aim to present very few books, all selected for the 
quality of their contents as well as the personality of their author.



A JEW IN THE VATICAN
BRUNO BARTOLONI

The Memoirs of one of the greatest Vatican correspondents, 
who reported from the Holy See for the AFP for 45 years. 
The surprising life story of a child of parents saved from Nazi 
round-ups, who grew up in the Vatican, where his father 
was the first Vatican correspondent in history. A book that 
intertwines the author’s personal memories with revelations 
from behind the scenes at the Vatican, demystifying legends 
and beliefs about this secret world. 

Bruno Bartoloni was AFP’s Vatican correspondent for 45 years. 
Ironic and nonchalant, he can boast of having had a unique 
childhood and life. In the 1920’s, his father was the first Vatican 
correspondent, and his mother nursed him in the gardens of 
the Vatican.

Bruno Bartoloni reported on the reigns of seven popes. He was 
an eyewitness to the corruption that accompanied the end of 
Pius XII’s reign. He rode across Rome on the running-board of 
John XXIII’s car and entered that pope’s apartment just a few 
minutes after his death. He was arrested at the entrance to the 
Conclave and was the first to announce the Council. He traveled 
clandestinely in Paul VI’s plane, and was able to interview John-
Paul I by phone right after his election. He even stole John-Paul 
II’s skis (although he gave them back later).
The son of a German-Jewish woman and an Italian-Argentine 
journalist who was saved from a Nazi round-up in Rome thanks 
to his passport, Bruno Bartoloni contributed to Corriere della 
Sera and wrote for a range of daily and weekly papers published 
around the world.

Bruno Bartoloni is one of the world’s 
leading Vatican experts. As the AFP’s 
correspondent at the Holy See for 45 
years, he also contributed to Corriere 
della Sera and wrote for a range of daily 
and weekly papers published around the 
world.
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WHAT KIND OF SPIRITUALITY FOR THE XXIE CENTURY?
WILLIAM CLAPIER

In a world in which religion and spirituality are undergoing something 
of a revival, William Clapier explores the appeals and ambiguities of 
spirituality in a quickly mutating world. Thanks to his life path and 
experiences, he describes the demands of spirituality and advocates 
for inter-religious dialogue, the path of lasting peace for humanity. 

“There have been an infinite number of books, articles and reports 
about spirituality. More than just a trend, the appeal of interiority and 
spirituality, different approaches to meditation, yoga, tai-chi, retreats 
in Buddhist centers, Christian monasteries and more, has been growing 
for decades. In addition, far from being doomed to the inevitable and 
agonizing death the prophets of atheism predicted in the late 19th and 
much of the 20th century, religions seem to be having a resurgence. 
Alongside this boom, withdrawals into ideological identities intertwining 
religion and politics have also multiplied. For better or for worse, religion 
and spirituality have rarely crystallized as much attention in the media 
as in this early 21st century. 
Why has this massive recrudescence in interest for religion taken place? 

This book draws its inspiration from the warp of my life path, from its 
endless search for meaning and my faith in Jesus Christ. It quotes liberally 
from the Bible, particularly the texts of the Gospel. More generally, it 
draws on my cultural, spiritual and religious roots as a Christian… as 
well as on what I have inherited from Oriental, Buddhist and Hindu 
spirituality.
When referring to my own personal itinerary, I will discuss the spiritual 
demands of the human vocation. How can we enter a spiritual 
experience? What type of spiritual experience should be encouraged in 
order to promote universal values and lasting peace? Because the path 
of interreligious and inter-spiritual dialogue will be a path of peace for 
humanity.” William Clapier
“The 21st century will be religious or it won’t be.”

William Clapier, a doctor of theology 
and an instructor in the school system, 
has written many articles and other 
publications about Thérèsa of Lisieux, 
including Aimer jusqu’à mourir d’amour: 
Thérèse et le mystère pascal (Cerf), Une 
voie de confiance et d’amour (Editions 
du Cerf/Éditions du Carmel), Thérèse 
de Lisieux: approches psychologique et 
spirituelles (DDB) and, by Presses de la 
Renaissance, Thérèse de Lisieux au risque 
de la psychologie and Sainte Thérèse de 
Lisieux (Le Figaro, “Les grandes figures 
de la spitualité chrétienne” collection).
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AN OPEN LETTER FROM A PARISH PRIEST TO POPE FRANCIS
DANIEL DUIGOU

In a striking and surprising letter addressed to Pope Francis, Daniel 
Duigou continues a dialogue with the Holy Father that began at 
the Vatican. A letter that reads like a blueprint for a more open 
Church that would afford more room to laypeople – both men 
and women – and would redefine the role of a priest as a believer 
amongst believers.  

“Dear Pope Francis,
You have already done a lot for the Church of tomorrow. The ever-
increasing amount of resistance at every level of the institution is 
proof positive of that! What matters most is that the Church get going 
again. How? Like here at Saint-Merry, the idea is to go back to the 
time of experimentation, outside of any clerical logic. To get back to 
a living word, as at the very beginning of Christianity, to go towards 
the poorest and the meekest. To allow and not to forbid. And to trust 
the Spirit that moves whom-, when- and wherever it please. Change 
can’t come from bishops and priests alone, but also by giving those 
who “believe” in the Gospels a chance to speak once again, as you did 
in the prelude to the Synod on the Family. Change is the province of 
all of the people of God. Theology will follow. Canon Law will too.”
Drawing on his own experience at the head of Saint-Merry parish 
(Paris), where an assembly of laypeople and clerics elects the parish 
priest for a three-year term, Daniel Duigou’s letter presents three key 
proposals to Pope Francis:
- give more room to laypeople
- institute a pastoral assembly that enables all of the faithful – priests 
and laity, men and women – to make decisions together
- put people back at the heart of the Church, redefining the priest’s 
role as a believer amongst believers. 

A television reporter and clinical 
psychologist, Daniel Duigou was 
ordained as a priest at the age of 51, 
beginning a period in which he divided 
his time between France 5 television, the 
Infectology and Palliative Care Units at 
Paul-Brousse Hospital, and the diocese 
of Amiens. In 2008, he ended all of his 
lay activities in order to live for a time as 
a hermit near Ouarzazate, in southern 
Morocco. Nevertheless, he continues to 
contribute to the Catholic newspaper La 
Croix. His earlier books for Presses de la 
Renaissance include Psychanalyse des 
miracles du Christ, Naître à soi-même and 
Journaliste, psy et prêtre.
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« The surprising encounter of a meticulous and erudite 
dictionary with the frivolity and ingenuity of love »                      

| LA CROIX

« One has to sort out his intimate attic, dismiss the 
word ‘dictionary’ for once, and make room for Love »                           
| DENIS TILLINAC – author of a In Love with France

1.5 million copies sold 

13 copies sold each hour

Translated in 18 countries

95 titles available

16 years of Love
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A CANNES FILM FESTIVAL LOVER’S DICTIONARY
GILLES JACOB

The Cannes Film Festival… from the other side of the projectors

“There are the stars, the films, the events, the awards. There is the feeling 
in the air. In this Lover’s Dictionary, I present personal, artistic, real and 
fantasized portraits of the stars who left me, well, star-struck. There are the 
directors, from around the world, from the least to the most well-known. 
The countries, styles, schools, genres. The press. The photos. The juries, the 
discussions, the laughter and the tears, too. The parties, surprises, scandals 
and controversies, the eccentricities.
There are the festival-goers, that whole mysterious world of the movies 
that ordinary people dream of and everyone wants to get close to and be 
a part of. 
This Lover’s Dictionary tells the tale of the festival through tableaux, 
evocations, scenes I witnessed with my own eyes, as though they were 
describing a future that is already here, and now. For 14 years as a journalist, 
then 38, first as director and then as president, I was an eyewitness with 
full access to everything that made the Festival such a great adventure, 
including the inaccessible legends behind the scenes. 
Over the course of this highly personal choice of entries, readers will help 
select the films, judge them, direct them and star in them. They can relive 
the Festival’s wildest years from the inside. If this dictionary appeals – as I 
hope it will – to both film buffs and those who are simply curious, it’s because 
it will allow them to see how the “Cannes machine” – that incredible circus 
whose organization makes festival-directors around the world drool with 
envy – run, from behind the scenes. 
To make it an enjoyable read, whether you flip through it or read it from 
start to finish, I aimed for balance between portraits of specific individuals 
and entries on more general topics. This dictionary could have been called, 
“How life turns into history.” I may switch back and forth between a literary 
style and a chattier one, but the mood is always upbeat. I write as a historian, 
a novelist, a diarist and a commentator, all rolled into one. 
Follow the guide!”

Gilles Jacob was born in Paris in 1930. At 
age 12, he barely escaped the Gestapo. 
He went on to study literature at Louis-
le-Grand. For 20 years, his distinguishing 
characteristic was that he was both an 
executive in the industrial sector and a 
film critic (for Les Nouvelles Littéraires 
and L’Express). From 1976 on, he ran the 
Cannes Film Festival, as deputy director 
and general delegate from 1978-2000, 
and as president, from 2000 to 2014.
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A SIXTIES LOVER’S DICTIONARY
GÉRARD DE CORTANZE

The wild and wonderful sixties! 

“The 60s? A decade that changed the world.  The 60s? Legendary 
rock groups: The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The Doors, The Who, 
The Kings and more. The 60s? Pop Art, with Andy Warhol. The French 
New Wave in movies, with Godard, Truffaut, Varda, Rohmer. Plus 
mini-skirts, Women’s Lib, Civil Rights, the generation gap… society 
was splitting and breaking open all over the place.
The 60s? Names that still sound out like clarion calls: Martin 
Luther King Jr., John F. Kennedy, Che Guevara, and, in France, the 
inescapable presence of De Gaulle.  The sixties? Events that changed 
the world: the construction of the Berlin Wall, the Vietnam War, a 
man on the moon and more. Demonstrations, rock festivals, idealism 
in the air: the Summer of Love, Woodstock, hippies, the Pill and the 
sexual revolution. Scientific and medical advances, from fiber optics 
to the first heart transplant.
There were other, more intimate, less public changes too, tied 
to daily life: food, fashion, design and television programming. 
The post-war baby boom generation was growing up happy and 
healthy; unemployment was low, GDP in many western countries 
was growing by 5% a year. In France, the “Trente Glorieuses” (the 30 
Glorious Years – from the end of WWII to the mid-70s) was scarred 
only by the Algerian War. 
In a nutshell, this deliberately personal and subjective volume is 
bursting – as are many of the photos it contains – with people and 
places objects, facts, events, musings, inventions, victories and 
defeats, and a sense of time passing. It echoes the sounds and the 
furies, the moments of hesitation and silence… but above all, it 
reverberates with an immense roar of protest: the voice of a fearless, 
idealistic generation that, in its way, changed the world.”

After Les enfants s’ennuient le dimanche, 
De Gaulle en maillot de bain, Giscard 
en short au bord de la piscine and, more 
recently, Laisse tomber les filles, Gérard 
de Cortanze, 2002 Renaudot Prize-
winner for Assam, goes back to the 60s, 
a period he believes is fundamental to 
the history of France. His latest novel, 
Zazous, won the Jacques-Chabannes 
Prize for a Book about Current Events, 
proving that history and current events 
intertwine powerfully in a body of work 
that now includes over 80 titles and has 
been translated into 25 languages.
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A JAZZ LOVER’S DICTIONARY
PATRICE BLANC-FRANCARD

All that Jazz…

Ever since I was 16, when I discovered jazz with King Oliver’s Creole 
Jazz Band – in which a youthful, 20-year-old Louis Armstrong played 
second trumpet – I have never stopped rummaging through, listening 
to and discovering new sounds and new forms of jazz music.
Meandering passionately through this private paradise is one of my 
great pleasures in life. But music is a mysterious art, and the codes of 
certain kinds of jazz can seem impenetrable if you don’t arm yourself 
with a certain kind of knowledge and curiosity, which I consider the 
best of all possible defects. 
All that is why I wanted to look at jazz music, my life’s passion, in 
a different way, and to make this Jazz Lover’s Dictionary into a 
collection of tales and fates – legends you could say! – of jazz that 
I recount in it. The stories of the men and women who made the 
music, the places where it was made, the events and the records that 
left their mark on the history of this kind of music. 
The sixty chapters it contains obviously – and it is in fact, or at least 
it seems so to me, this collection’s guiding principle – represent a 
perfectively subjective selection: my own. You could say that it is my 
own private history of jazz. At the end of each story, you will find a 
mini-guide with different suggestions (records, books and films to 
listen to, read, watch, etc.)
So come sit in on a session with Charlie Parker or John Coltrane, be 
an eyewitness to the genius of Louis Armstrong in 1927, or rub up 
against the multiple, abrasive dimensions of the music of Thelonious 
Monk, one of the greatest pianists and composers of the last century. 
Those are just a few of the paths I will point out in this Lover’s 
Dictionary, through music I have loved intensely, and for so long…
Patrice BLANC-FRANCARD

Patrice Blanc-Francard was born in 
Marseille. At age 17, he started working 
for a radio station… on the very lowest 
rung: as a water and coffee boy. Later, 
as a sound engineer by day, he became a 
jazz critic by night, contributed to Jazz-
Hot, then to Rock & Folk. He was involved 
in the golden age of France Inter and 
Europe 1 radios, where he hosted several 
programs. He has also hosted music TV 
shows on television.
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