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Behind the Scenes at 
the Tour de France
Christian Prudhomme &                  
Jean-Paul Ollivier
225 pages | June 2017

In 2017, Christian Prudhomme will be celebrating 10 years 
as the head of the Tour de France. The perfect occasion for 
him to look back over his career – and his love affair – with 
the Tour. He offers fans a peek behind the scenes, sharing 
his unique point of view about all sorts of anecdotes – some 
well known, others that had been secrets until now – about 
this legendary, internationally renowned race.

In 2017, the former sports reporter 

Christian Prudhomme (La Cinq, 

“Stade 2” on France 2, L’Equipe TV, 

Europe 1) will be celebrating his 

tenth year as Director of the Tour de 

France.

“I’m going to wave the starting flag 

for the Tour de France. What a 

heady feeling! But I refuse to give 

in to sentimentalism; what I feel 

is a sort of defensive lucidity. It’s 

hard to believe this is really hap-

pening. Everything I’ve ever loved 

until now has come together into 

a single passion for the Tour de 

France. We’re in London in this 

month of July, 2007.

The time has come. I can’t stop 

rolling and unrolling my flag, 

standing in the car. It’s becoming 

an obsession. I’m on top of the 

world. The Tour is under my com-

mand.

Suddenly, the Tour flag is snap-

ping in the wind coming off the 

plain. The flag is little, I’m temp-

ted to say tiny, but to me, it seems 

like a magnificent, gigantic ban-

ner. I have never waved my arm 

with such a wide movement. The 

feeling is out of this world.

I dive, as if under water, back down 

into the director’s car, masterfully 

driven by the former racer and 

two-time French time-trial cham-

pion Gilles Maignan.

The peloton is picking up speed, 

gluttonously chewing up its new 

horizons. The tranquil charm 

of the green English dales is not 

what this long, colorful conga line 

is looking for. The 94th annual 

Tour has got off to a fast start… 

I would hate for anything bad to 

happen. From time to time I have 

moments of absence, though no 

rebellion; very soon, my fighting 

spirit comes back. I fail the test, 

but for only a few seconds at a 

time… I don’t think I will ever get 

over the the Tour de France.

It was Sunday, July 8, 2007.”

Christian Prudhomme

7
Event!

Jean-Paul Ollivier, a sports reporter 

specialized in bike racing, was 

France 2’s “voice” and historian of 

the Tour for many years. He has 

written several books about the 

Tour de France.
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The transhumanist revolution is 

not science fiction: biotechnology 

is already able to modify our spe-

cies in a potentially irreversible 

way, as it has done for many years 

to “GMO” corn , rice and wheat.

In this context, a new ideology has 

developed in the United States, 

with its prophets and experts, 

named “transhumanism”. It is a 

powerful movement supported by 

companies such as Google, and 

it has its own research centers, as 

prestigious as they are financially 

successful.

The same is true of the new tech-

nologies – nanotechnology, pro-

cessing of “big data” circulating 

on the internet, biotechnology, 

robotics and artificial intelligence.

Regarding this revolution, our 

watchword must be “regulation”, 

in order to set limits that are 

intelligent and judicious, if we 

can. These technologies have two 

characteristics that allow them 

to easily evade ordinary demo-

cratic processes: they develop at 

breakneck speed and understan-

ding them is extremely difficult, 

mastering them even more so. Not 

only is the scientific and theoreti-

cal knowledge required to grasp 

them far beyond the limited reach 

of political and public opinion, 

but the economic power behind 

them is huge, not to say excessive.

The Transhumanism 
Revolution
How biotechnology, collaborative economy and  the 
uberisation of the world will revolutionize our lives

Luc Ferry
288 pages | April 2016

Translated into 6 languages!
50.000 copies sold!

Enabling the reader to understand and become aware of 
the exact nature of the economic, scientific and medical 
revolutions currently underway, as well as the ethical, 
spiritual and metaphysical changes that they induce. 

Philosopher, former Minister of 

Education, LUC FERRY is the author 

of numerous bestsellers, including 

(published by Plon) Apprendre à 

vivre (Learning to Live), 2006; La 

sagesse des mythes (The wisdom 

of myths), 2008; La révolution de 

l’amour (The revolution of love), 

2010; and L’innovation destructrice 

(Destructive innovation), 2014.

French sales
Paperback |Pocket

Bookclub | GLM
Foreign sales

China | China South Booky  
Turkey | Kültür Yayınları 

Bulgaria | Colibri 
Spain | Allianza 

NL | De Arbeiderspus
Brazil | Manole

Bestseller
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Mythology and 
Philosophy
The Meaning of the Great Greek Myths

Luc Ferry
November 2016

12.000 copies already sold!

Taking a new look at Greek mythology, illuminated by Luc 
Ferry’s philosophical standpoint and expert interpretation.

“Our everyday speech is studded 

with dozens of expressions that 

come directly from Greek mytho-

logy: having “an Achilles’ heel  ” or 

“the Midas touch”, making a “Her-

culean effort,” “opening Pandora’s 

box,” being “caught between Scylla 

and Charybdis,” fearing a “ Trojan 

horse  ”, remembering to “  beware 

of Greeks bearing gifts,  ” etc. Hun-

dreds of sleepy references to 

Sirens, Typhon, Ocean, Triton, 

Python, Sibyl, Stentor, Mentor, 

Laius, Argus, Oedipus and other 

mythical characters still slip inco-

gnito into our daily conversations. 

I invite you to awaken them with 

this retelling of the magnificent 

tales they derive from. But that’s 

not all. The great myths are more 

than just “tales and legends.” They 

also offer tremendously profound 

wisdom and life lessons.

Mythology is a grandiose attempt 

to provide answers to the ages-old 

metaphysical question of “the 

right way for mortals to live.” The-

refore, studying mythology, which 

is fascinating in its own right, 

constitutes an excellent introduc-

tion to philosophy.”

Philosopher, former Minister of 

Education, LUC FERRY is the author 

of numerous bestsellers, including 

(published by Plon) Apprendre à 

vivre (Learning to Live), 2006; La 

sagesse des mythes (The wisdom 

of myths), 2008; La révolution de 

l’amour (The revolution of love), 

2010; L’innovation destructrice 

(Destructive innovation), 2014 and 

La révolution transhumaniste, 2016.

His essay L’innovation destructrice 
sold more than 25.000 copies and La 
Révolution transhumaniste 45.000 copies 
and translated into 6 languages!

New Title!
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Man, naked
The black book of the digital revolution

Marc Dugain & Christophe Labbé 
208 pages | April 2016

75.000 copies sold!

Orwell’s 1984 depicted a violent dictatorship. If not as 
brutal, the advent of a world ruled by Big Data in the next 
few decades will be no less ominous. The demise of Greek 
philosophy is coming, and with it the end of an era for 
humanity.

MARC DUGAIN is a novelist, who 

has built, since 1999, an acclaimed 

body of work and won numerous 

literary awards. His works are 

tremendously successful, both in 

France and abroad. His novel Une 

exécution ordinaire sold more than 

80.000 copies, while Avenue des 

géants and L’Emprise both sold 

more than 60.000 copies. He is also 

a director and screenwriter, and 

produced documentaries: on the 

wreck of the submarine Koursk and 

on the crash of the MH 370.

The digital revolution, triggered 

by the Internet, led to the advent 

of monstrous entities, the Big Data 

(Google, Amazon, Apple, Face-

book, etc.). These data empires 

gather zillions of data reports 

daily and share them with the 

American intelligence services. 

Soon, the association between the 

Big Data and intelligence services 

will be more powerful than all 

countries of the world collectively. 

This supremacy of data will sound 

the death knell for each indivi-

dual’s privacy. Yet, there is no esca-

ping this downward spiral. 

CHRISTOPHE LABBÉ is Director 

of investigation reporting at the 

weekly magazine Le Point. He is 

an expert on intelligence services, 

police and security issues. He is 

the author of Place Beauvau and 

L’espion du Président.

French sales
Paperback |Pocket

Bookclub | GLM
Foreign sale

China
Taiwan

Italy
Japan

Bestseller



Welcome to the Worst 
of All Possible Worlds
The Triumph of Soft Totalitarianism

Natacha Polony & The Orwell Committee
216 pages | November 2016

30.000 copies sold!

Day after day, the world is settling into a totalitarianism that 
is less-and-less democratic, and the scope of our individual 
freedoms shrinks considerably. Bolstering their propos with 
examples, the “Orwell Committee” has chosen to denounce 
society’s drift towards totalitarianism. 

Author and journalist Natacha 

Polony is a columnist for Le Figaro. 

She presents a daily press review 

on the radio, as well as hosting 

Médiapolis.

Western World societies, which we 

used to think were truly democra-

tic, are gradually becoming less 

and less so. We are tipping towar-

ds a sort of soft totalitarianism.

What does that system consist in? 

It is when a handful of multina-

tionals – mostly American – use 

technology and control of finan-

cial and trade streams to organize, 

guide and, ultimately, govern our 

daily lives. For better or for worse. 

What’s better is everything those 

new technologies – smartphone, 

Internet, nano technologies, 

medical progress and more – do 

in fact provide. 

What’s worse is reducing every-

thing to the lowest level, twitter 

society, surveillance, the appro-

priation of our money, the stan-

dardization of our tastes and 

needs.

What’s even worse is that that drift 

towards totalitarianism is being 

performed with the consent of 

the very people who are being vic-

timized by it… without their even 

realizing it.

Our range of individual freedoms 

is getting considerably smaller, 

and one perhaps not-so-distant 

day, detailed files filled with thou-

sands of pieces of data about each 

of us that have been retrieved by 

multinational corporations will be 

put to use by a totalitarian system 

that is less and less “soft.”
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Founded by Natacha Polony, the 

Orwell Committee’s goal is to 

enable a different voice to be heard 

in the overly conformist media.

Bestseller

Large excerpts available in English.
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From my Land 
to the Earth
Sebastião Salgado
180 pages | September 2013

20.000 copies sold
Translated in 12 languages!

In this book, Sebastião Salgado talks for the first time 
about his militant commitment and his convictions as a 
photographer, not with images, but with words

Reliving the history of his pho-

to-reportages in over a hundred 

countries and his personal history, 

we follow him from Brazil to Paris 

where he created the Amazonas 

Images agency with his wife, Lélia 

Wanick Salgado. He tells of their 

work on long-term reportages 

that covered years, becoming the 

subject of exhibitions, books, and 

publications in the international 

press, and of his love for photo-

graphy. 

Foreign Sales
Brazil | Editora Schwarcz
Korea | Solbitkil
greece | Stereoma 
Italy | Contrasto
Portugal | Caracter
Japan | Kawade Shobo 

Russia | Ripol 
Taiwan | Ecus publishing 
Turkey | Everest 
China | China Photographic 
Publishing
UK & US | Contrasto

GENESIS EXHIBITION : LIST OF VENUES 

CaixaForum, Girona, Spain: October 25, 2016 - March 5, 2017;

Chiesa di San Giacomo, Forli, Italy: October 28, 2016 - January 28, 2017;

MOPA - Museum of Photographic Arts, San diego, CA, USA: 

May 4 - September 17, 2017;

Nederlands Fotomuseum, Rotterdam, The Netherlands: 

June 8 - September 17, 2017;

Palazzo delli Arti, Naples, Italy: October 13, 2017 - January 6, 2018;

CaixaForum, Burgos, Spain: June 20 - August 20, 2017;

CaixaForum, Tarragona, Spain: September 12, 2017 - January 7, 2018. 

Bestseller



Cooking with 
Marie-Antoinette
Michèle Villemur
116 pages | October 2013

Produced in collaboration with the Château de Versailles,  
À la table de Marie-Antoinette takes our taste buds on a journey 
back in time, to the idyllic setting of the Hameau de la Reine 
and the Petit Trianon, where the queen enjoyed living in 
rarefied (and immensely refined) simplicity. 

Cultural journalist and 

gastronomical columnist MICHÈLE 

VILLEMUR lives in Paris. She has 

written several culinary books. 

A great lover of travel as well as 

cuisine, Michèle Villemur teaches at 

the Paris campus of Trinity College.

40 recipes, sweet and salty. They 

remind us of a singular queen 

who sought desperately to escape 

the ponderous etiquette and the 

confining protocol of Versailles 

by creating her own little ter-

restrial paradise, the Hameau. 

It consisted of about ten little 

houses that contained her apart-

ments, but also a kitchen, a dairy, 

a sheepfold, an ornamental pond 

filled with carp and broche, and 

ewes, lambs, and other farm ani-

mals.

It was walking distance from the 

Petit Trianon, the other master-

piece decorated by Marie-Antoi-

nette, and the whole made up the 

domaine du Hameau, conceived 

in the Rousseauesque spirit that 

was much in vogue, combining 

purity and sobriety with commu-

nion with nature.

Michèle Villemur has imagined 

dishes that would correspond to 

Marie-Antoinette’s culinary tastes: 

11 savoury dishes, both rich and 

lean, 14 main dishes to please the 

palette, and fruits and sweets, with 

15 irresistible desserts, including 

macaroons! 

The work is punctuated with his-

torical anecdotes collected by Béa-

trix Saule, General Director of the 

Musée National des châteaux de 

Versailles et de Trianon, who has 

also written the book’s preface. 

Foreign sales
KOREA | Kyunghyang BP media
ITALY | Clichy

Bestseller
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Google has a God complex: it 

wants to “enhance” man and 

bring an end to death… for the 

wealthy. The rest of us will become 

the “chimpanzees of the future.”

Google believes that privacy is 

an anomaly and surveillance an 

unpleasant necessity.

Google is investing in meatless 

meat and driverless cars.

Google, champion of tax havens, 

wields totalitarian power: that of 

life or death over competing web-

sites.

Google leads the world in Artificial 

Intelligence, which may declare 

mankind obsolete one day.

From retinal implants to chips 

in the brain, from bioelectronics 

to DNA manipulation, from the 

exploitation of our personal data 

to the end of privacy… and of 

homo sapiens, Google-Alphabet 

is preparing the world’s mutation. 

Who can stop it? 

In the Google’s Den
Christine Kerdellant
336 pages | January 2017

Dans la Google du loup is both a book of “technological fiction” 
and a rigorously researched portrayal. Like a TV series with 
familiar characters and a relentless steam-roller plot, it 
describes the world that “Big G” will impose on everyone 
soon if we don’t become more aware of the issues. Do we 
want to let Google dictate “its” vision of both humanity’s 
and the world’s future?

Christine Kerdellant is a journalist, 

managing editor of L’Usine 

Nouvelle and L’Usine digitale. 

Most notable among her seven 

previously published novels: Alexis, 

ou la vie aventureuse du comte de 

Tocqueville, La porte dérobée, and 

J’ai bien aimé le soir aussi. She has 

also written seven books of non-

fiction, including Les Ressuscités, 

Les Nouveaux Condottiere and Ils se 

croyaient les meilleurs, histoire des 

grandes erreurs de management. 

She participates regularly in 

televised debates, particularly on “C 

dans l’air.”

New Title!
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Laurence Devillers teaches 

computer science at the University 

of Paris-Sorbonne. Her research 

focuses essentially on human-

machine interaction, detecting 

emotion, oral dialogue, ethics 

and robotics. She contributed 

to writing the recent “Ethics for 

Robotics Research” report and is 

currently part of a working group 

on “Machine Learning and Ethics.” 

She is a frequent contributor to the 

press.

In robotics, perhaps more than 

any other field, science fiction has 

preceded science: in 2012, the 

TV series Real Humans featured 

humanoid robots in a family set-

ting. Robots fascinate us, while 

at the same time crystalizing our 

fears of someday being domi-

nated or even replaced by them. 

Our fears are fed by myths, fanta-

sies and fiction, but above all, by 

a fundamental misunderstanding 

of technological advances. Most 

people don’t grasp the difference 

between recent progress in Arti-

ficial Intelligence and the com-

plexity of a socially intelligent 

robot. Unfortunately, those fears, 

which are stoked by the media 

and the transhumanists, hide a far 

more pragmatic reality: the need 

to prepare society for robots’ arri-

val.

Establishing a social and affec-

tive relationship with machines is 

no longer science fiction, but an 

emerging field for many scientific 

researchers. Their robots will live 

in our homes and share our lives. 

Since our capacity for empathy 

could lead us to delude ourselves 

about robots’ true capacities, their 

irruption in our lives requires 

profound ethical reflection. If 

robots can learn on their own, 

like children do, then we would 

be well-advised to program them 

with moral values and rules about 

life in society, and to control their 

learning

Based on her expertise in 

human-machine interaction and 

emotional and ethical computing 

Laurence Devillers suggests exten-

ding Asimov’s Three Laws with 

10 ethical “commandments” for 

faithful robots. The idea is above 

all to provoke debate about robots 

and their role in society, particu-

larly in the fields of health, well-

being and education.

Robots and Men
Myths, Fantasies and Reality

Laurence Devillers
288 pages | February 2017

Robots fascinate us, while at the same time crystalizing our 
fears of someday being dominated or even replaced by 
them. Their irruption into our lives requires some ethical 
considerations. If robots can learn on their own, like children 
do, then we would be well-advised to program them with 
moral values and rules about life in society, and to control 
their learning.

New Title!
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A philosopher who specializes 

in the ordinary and in films, 

ADÈLE VAN REETH produces 

and hosts Nouveaux chemins de 

la connaissance (New Paths of 

Knowledge), the daily philosophy 

program broadcast by France 

Culture radio.  

ÉRIC FIAT is a philosopher and 

University professor. He has 

authored many essays on ethical 

issues and moral philosophy.  

Decency
Adèle Van Reeth & Eric Fiat
192 pages | April 2016

To respect the intimacy and the decency of others is a moral 
duty. 
Yet, what is modesty in the first place? What role do others 
play in the way we look at our own bodies?

Since every man has his secrets, the idea of being fully transparent to 

others can be a dreadful one. To respect reserve and decency in others is 

therefore a moral duty. But what is decency in the first place? This book 

attempts to distinguish between frequently mixed up notions (shame, 

modesty); and defines modesty as the uneasiness of the angel within us 

at the thought that he is also a beast. It reveals the ambiguities of reserve, 

as well as its charms, and draws up a philosophy of the body, unveiling 

the fundamental role played by others in the way we see ourselves. 

Foreign Sales
Edizioni Clichy | italy
Baroque books | romania

SnobberyPleasure

Foreign Sales
Fordham UPress | USA
Bloomsbury | UK
Pasos Perdidos | spain
Passagen Verlag | austria

WickednessObstination

Rights sold in Romania
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Foreign Sales
Edizioni Clichy | italy
Baroque books | romania

Rights sold in Romania

The author of numerous novels 

and essays, including La tentation 

communautaire (“The Temptation 

of Communitarianism”), Joseph 

Macé-Scaron is an editorialist for 

the weekly magazine Marianne. 

He is also a frequent contributor 

or guest on various journals and 

televisions programs.

It seems like only yesterday that 

our experts in expertise were tru-

mpeting “God is dead,” yet nowa-

days, religion seems to be crashing 

every party. Fanaticism, obscuran-

tism, fundamentalism: hardly a 

day goes by without violence in its 

name, not a field has escaped its 

deadly impulses or its hatred of 

reason. Terrorism, wars, oppres-

sion… what was meant as conso-

lation has turned into desolation. 

Even legitimate searches for the 

meaning of life are drowning in 

the deep end of this collective 

voluntary servitude. No matter 

which mask religion wears, it is 

still a primitive form of totalitaria-

nism, an enterprise based on fear, 

true lies and the dehumanization 

of humanity.

Showing us that we can still choose 

not to enter that long Historical 

Night and instead choose the path 

of Enlightenment, and that a wor-

ld without religion is not just desi-

rable but perfectly possible: that 

is this book’s audacious goal.

Religious Horror
When Religions Destroy Us 

Joseph Macé-Scaron
192 pages | November 2016

Have we gone back to the darkest periods of our history, 
when reason was losing out to obscurantism? 
The 21st century is religious, and that may well be our great 
misfortune.

New Title!
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Civilization and its 
New Discontents
Marie-France Castarède & 

Samuel Dock
384 pages | February 2017

Deadly terrorist attacks, kamikaze airplane pilots, ecological 
catastrophes, technological addictions, artistic vacuity and 
spiritual malaise… the world seems to be in worse shape 
than ever. The authors, a psychoanalyst and a psychologist, 
join forces in order to consider this new syndrome and to 
unflinchingly put the world on the couch.

Marie-France Castarède, 

psychoanalyst, teaches 

psychopathology at several 

universities. Among her many 

books, her Introduction à la 

psychologie clinique has become a 

reference in academia.

The year 1930 saw the first publi-

cation of Freud’s Civilization and 

Its Discontents, a major work in 

which he spelled out society’s 

foundations and the dangers that 

threatened it. The book’s last line 

is often considered to have been 

prophetic about Nazism:

“Men have gained control over the 

forces of nature to such an extent 

that with their help they would 

have no difficulty in extermina-

ting one another to the last man. 

They know this, and hence comes 

a large part of their current unrest, 

their unhappiness and their mood 

of anxiety. And now it is to be 

expected that the other of the two 

“Heavenly Powers,” eternal Eros, 

will make an effort to assert him-

self in the struggle with his equally 

immortal adversary. But who can 

foresee with what success and with 

what result?” In 2015, civilization’s 

discontents seem fiercer than 

ever, but in a very different shape 

than those described by the father 

of psychoanalysis. Deadly terrorist 

attacks, kamikaze airplane pilots, 

ecological catastrophes, techno-

logical addictions, artistic vacuity 

and spiritual malaise… the world 

seems to be in worse shape than 

ever. After having confronted the 

outlooks of their two generations 

in a fascinating dialogue, this 

time, the authors – a psychoana-

lyst and a psychologist – decided 

to join forces in order to consi-

der this new syndrome and to 

unflinchingly put the world on 

the couch.

New Title!

Samuel Dock is a clinical 

psychologist. His first novel, 

L’Apocalypse de Jonathan (2012), 

was acclaimed by critics and readers 

alike. Since April 2012, he has been 

commenting on current events in a 

column for the Huffington Post.

Their previous book together was 
Nouveau choc des générations 
(Plon, 2015).
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The Real Marine 
Le Pen
Renaud Dély
256 pages | February 2017

An uncompromising portrait of the head of France’s National 
Front, by one of the the country’s top political journalists, a 
specialist in the far-right party.

A political journalist specialized in 

the FN, Renaud Dély, editor-in-chief 

of the news magazine L’Obs, has 

written a number of books about 

the French political scene, including 

Histoire secrète du Front national 

(“A Secret History of the National 

Front”, Grasset, 1999), La Droite 

brune : UMP-FN, les secrets d’une 

liaison fatale (“The Brown Right-

Wing: UMP-FN, the Secrets of a 

Fatal Liaison,” Flammarion, 2012) 

and Frères Ennemis : l’hyperviolence 

en politique (“Warring Brothers: 

Hyper-Violence in Politics”, co-

authored with Henri Vernet 

(Calmann-Lévy, 2015).

Profoundly knowledgeable about 

the ins and outs of French poli-

tical life, Renaud Dély, editor-in-

chief of the news magazine L’Obs, 

paints an uncompromising por-

trait of the head of the National 

Front.

Her family; her unstoppable 

climb through the ranks of the 

far-right party – culminating in 

the ousting of her own father, the 

Party’s founder; her actual politi-

cal program; her attention-getting 

stunts; her relationship to politi-

cal institutions and to the media; 

her overriding ambition; what her 

foes s—and her friends – have to 

say about her, and more. Based 

on both his long experience as a 

political journalist and on a great 

number of previously unpubli-

shed first-person accounts and 

anecdotes, a year before the 2017 

French presidential elections, 

Renaud Dély decrypts every facet 

of this politician unlike any other, 

in order to reveal “the real Marine 

le Pen”.

New Title!
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An essayist specialized in the 

economy and professor at Dauphine 

and Sciences-Po Paris, Nicolas 

Bouzou founded Asterès, a 

company that provides economic 

analysis and consulting. He has 

published several books, including 

Le grand refoulement (The Great 

Repression, Plon, 2015).

Our world is undergoing rapid 

change: many new jobs are being 

created, but many others are 

disappearing. The way people 

work is evolving: staff positions are 

gradually yielding to independent 

work. Philosophical concepts 

are being challenged: how, for 

example, should we regulate the 

selection of embryos, which is 

already a scientific reality?

The birth of a new world and 

collapse of an old one generate 

anxiety, which breeds political 

extremism, and more generally 

in those who harp endlessly that, 

“things were better before”. 

The antidote to fundamentalism 

is to enter the new world while 

preserving the best of the old, in 

order to avoid the collapse of wes-

tern civilization. That means tea-

ching children to code… but also 

to read Latin and Greek. It means 

letting them play augmented-rea-

lity video games, as well as intro-

ducing them to Bach and Vivaldi. 

And it means accepting and res-

pecting new and blended fami-

lies… but refusing to allow future 

parents to pick and choose their 

baby’s eye color. These simple 

principles (being economically 

reformist but conservative about 

moral and cultural values) should 

be the tools for building political 

platforms that can offer feasible, 

attractive alternatives to reactio-

nary extremes. It is the only way 

to reconcile humanity with its own 

future.

Innovate to Change 
the World
Philosophy for a peaceful, durable and prosperous planet

Nicolas Bouzou
September 2016 | 208 pages

To cope with the mutations of the modern world, Nicolas 
Bouzou advocates conservative progressivism: making the 
family, classical culture and esthetics the foundations upon 
which we organize our entrance into the future.
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The Keys To 
The Future
Reinventing together society, the economy and science

Jean Staune
450 pages | May 2015

10.000 copies sold!

Incredible changes – economic, scientific, religious – are 
shaking up our world. This essay provides the keys to 
understand them and take advantage of the opportunities 
they will bring.

Jean Staune has been teaching 

at the HEC MBA Paris business 

school since 1995. He works as an 

expert with the Association pour 

le progrès du management. For 

Presses de la Renaissance, he has 

written Does our existence have 

meaning? (2007) and Science taken 

hostage (2010), and edited the 

collection La Science, l’Homme et 

le Monde (Science, humanity and 

the world), which brought together 

thirty-five authors including 

eleven Nobel Prize winners.                                             

Rights sold in arabic.

The successive crises occurring 

today have a significance that 

few of our contemporaries have 

grasped:  they show we are in a 

process of change comparable to 

the transition from the Middle 

Ages to modernity. The economy, 

business, politics, science and 

religion have been, are, and will 

continue to be profoundly trans-

formed by a movement affecting 

society as a whole, and leading to 

a post-modernity whose outlines 

are only just beginning to emerge.

With a concern for synthesis and 

simplicity, Jean Staune reveals the 

often-overlooked links between a 

series of revolutions that are chan-

ging the way we live, work and 

think as well as affecting our envi-

ronment. He provides us with all 

the guidelines we need to navigate 

through the turbulence of the pre-

sent and to make the most of the 

opportunities that such changes 

will inevitably generate.

The result of fifteen years of 

research and discussion with 

hundreds of leading experts in 

the fields of economics, politics, 

science, business and religion, 

this book is essential for unders-

tanding the world of today and 

preparing for the future.

Preface by Jacques Attali, France’s 

most influential economist.

By the same author, Notre existence 
a-t-elle un sens ? (Does our 
existence have meaning?): 35,000 
copies sold.

Bestseller



22

E
S

S
A

Y

22

Didier van Cauwelaert has won 

both a range of literary prizes and 

a large readership. Winner of the 

Del Duca Prize for his first novel, in 

1982, and the Goncourt and Nimier 

Prizes for Un aller simple (One-Way 

Journey) in 1994, he also won the 

Popular Science Prize for his 2002 

book L’apparition (The Appearance). 

His most recent works include Jules 

(Albin Michel, 2014), Le Dictionnaire 

de l’impossible (“The Dictionary of 

the Impossible,” Plon, 2014) and Le 

nouveau dictionnaire de l’impossible 

(“The New Dictionary of the 

Impossible,” Plon, 2015).

With his meticulous investiga-

tive style, his wonderful sense 

of humor and of wonder paired 

with critical distance, Didier van 

Cauwelaert brings us on a breath-

taking adventure. This book is like 

a treasure hunt, leading us from 

the infinite knowledge of ancient 

civilizations to the most recent 

scientific discoveries in the field 

of physics. 

A how-to guide to the space-

time continuum to the secrets of 

an inexhaustible supply of free, 

non-polluting energy that could 

be made available to mankind in 

the near future.

Our entire view of our world and 

our future becomes far more 

hopeful as we advance through 

these revelations that come (appa-

rently) from Albert Einstein and 

Nikola Tesla – two free spirits 

who refuse to give in either to the 

censorship of the living or to the 

silence of death.

Beyond the Impossible
Didier Van Cauwelaert
360 pages | November 2016

30.00 copies sold!

What if we had absolute proof that after death, our 
consciousness continued to transmit emotions and 
information? And what if the proof was brought to us by 
the two greatest scientific geniuses? That is the incredible 
adventure Didier van Cauwelaert found himself caught 
up in after the publication of his best-selling two-volume 
Dictionary of the Impossible, which sold 65.000 copies!

Bestseller
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30 Strange Tales 
that Made Modern 
Medicine
Jean-Noël Fabiani
288 pages | April 2017

From ancient medicine to the first heart transplant, Dr. Jean-
Noël Fabiani tells 30 strange tales that led to some of the 
most important discoveries in the history of medicine.

Dr. Jean-Noël Fabiani is the head 

of the cardio-vascular surgery 

department at Georges Pompidou 

European Hospital, in Paris. In 

addition, he teaches medicine at 

University Paris-Descartes, where, 

for 10 years, he was in charge of 

teaching the history of medicine. He 

is also one of the “French doctors” 

who has performed surgery in Africa 

in extremely difficult conditions.

Surgeons often forget that they 

owe their profession to a certain 

Félix, a barber by trade, who, in 

1686, was called in as a last resort 

by desperate doctors, and who 

managed to cure the Sun King’s 

anal fistula. At Félix’s request, the 

sovereign decreed that hencefor-

th, surgery would be recognized 

as a profession in its own right.

Nowadays everyone knows that 

washing your hands is the simplest 

way to avoid spreading disease, 

right? Yet in 1850, Ignace Sem-

melweis was roundly derided 

for begging his fellow doctors to 

respect that most basic principle 

of hygiene in order to stem the 

epidemic of deaths from child-

bed fever that was decimating the 

young women giving birth in the 

Viennese hospital where he was 

in charge of the obstetrics depart-

ment.

Many other fascinating, real-life 

characters appear in the sprawling 

saga told in this book: Horace 

Wells, who discovered anesthesia 

but wound up committing suicide 

in jail, slitting his own femoral 

artery painlessly, thanks to chlo-

roform; Baron Larrey, who per-

formed amputations on wounded 

soldiers throughout the night 

following the Battle of Eylau; and 

good old Hippocrates who was 

inspired by Socrates’ last words 

when writing his Oath, which doc-

tors around the world still recite, 

two millennia later…

This book is an invitation to a 

grand tour of the history of medi-

cine.

New Title!



Where Would We Be 
Without the UN?
Jean-Marc de La Sablière
288 pages | March 2017

Considering the many conflicts laying waste to the world, 
people often wonder what good the UN is. It is at once 
denigrated for its lacks and criticized for its powerlessness… 
as well as being praised for its successes. The world’s heads 
of state pour into New York ever year to attend the opening 
of each new session of the General Assembly. Would they do 
that if the UN were pointless, it its tribune were meaningless? 
Where does the truth lie?

Jean-Marc de La Sablière is a 

diplomat. A former head of the 

Sub-Saharan African section of 

France’s Foreign Ministry, he was 

a diplomatic advisor to President 

Jacques Chirac (2000-2002). In 

2002, he was appointed as France’s 

permanent representative to the 

UN’s National Security Council; 

he was also head of France’s 

permanent mission to the United 

Nations from 2002 to 2007. From 

then to his retirement, in late 2011, 

he was France’s Ambassador to 

Italy.

The UN was founded 70 years ago, 

at the end of World War II. It was 

meant to guarantee international 

peace and safety, to promote deve-

lopment and respect for human 

rights. Decades have gone by. The 

UN is still there, but the Middle 

East is in flames, the population 

of Syria is being martyred, new 

waves of refugees have appeared, 

poverty has not been eradicated 

and global warming is threatening 

the entire world.

So what is the UN doing about all 

that? What good is it? And what 

can we expect from the new Gene-

ral Secretary, Antonio Guterres?

Jean-Marc de La Sablière, Ambas-

sador of France, former represen-

tative of France to the Security 

Council and advisor to President 

Chirac, is one of the world’s most 

knowledgeable people on the sub-

ject of the UN. He leads us to the 

very heart of the organization. This 

uncompromising, clear-eyed jour-

ney takes readers down all the key 

paths: crises and conflicts, human 

rights and humanitarian action, 

development and climate. Along 

the way, the lively narration also 

introduces us to the institutions 

that, in this age of globalization, 

set the standards for many activi-

ties in our daily lives. The author 

moves the text along by answering 

questions people have often asked 

him, and by posing a few of his 

own: what does the UN contribute 

to the world? Is it key, secondary 

or replaceable? The book’s path 

leads to a clear conclusion: the 

UN, despite its flaws, is absolutely 

essential; as a unique institution 

that belongs to everyone, it is far 

too precious for us not to seek to 

defend and improve it. 

New Title!
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« The surprising encounter of a meticulous and erudite dictionary 
with the frivolity and ingenuity of love » 
| LA CROIX

« One has to sort out his intimate attic, dismiss the word ‘dictionary’ 
for once, and make room for Love » 
| DENIS TILLINAC – author of a In Love with France

In Love With
1.5 million copies sold 

13 copies sold each hour
Translated in 18 countries

95 titles available
16 years of Love 
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Albert Algoud: having started out 

as a French teacher, this brilliant 

jack-of-all-trades has worked for the 

radio, both as a commentator and 

as a writer ghost… He is also the 

author of L’intégrale des jurons du 

capitaine Haddock The Complete 

Collection of Captain Haddock’s 

Curse Words (Casterman), 

translated in many languages.

“Tintin’s adventures have been at 

my side since I was a child. I have 

read them over and over: with a 

child’s eyes, a teen’s and an adult’s 

(or what passes for one, anyway). 

What I have always loved about 

Tintin is his absolute freedom: 

no parents, no children, no girl-

friend, no known age… I also like 

his friends, who are all a bit wacky: 

hot-tempered but good-hearted 

Captain Haddock; Professor 

Calculus, the half-deaf, absent-

minded genius; the Thom(p)

sons, Castafiore, Snowy and the 

others… Yet when I was asked to 

write the Tintin Lover’s Dictionary, 

I admit it gave me pause. A consi-

derable body of work has already 

been written about Hergé’s crea-

tions – one that is proportionate 

to Tintin’s popularity and to his 

250 million comic-book volumes 

sold around the world. Neverthe-

less, I dove in, and quickly realized 

that Hergé’s oeuvre is like a set of 

Russian dolls: opening one reveals 

another, undreamt-of doll, which 

reveals yet another, even more sur-

prising one… on and on, without 

end. My aim, in combining scho-

larly research with whimsy, and 

personal anecdotes and memories 

with collective ones, is to (re)-kin-

dle interest in this extraordinarily 

diverse collection of comic books 

both in those who hardly know 

Tintin at all and those who read 

him in their youth. As for the 

hard-core Tintin-ophiles, I am 

vain enough to hope to surprise 

them by revealing entirely unsus-

pected facets of the work of one 

of the greatest artists of the 20th 

century.”

In Love with Tintin
All you want to learn about Tintin

Albert Algoud
October 2016

“Hergé’s work is everlasting.” 
Michel Serres

30.000 copies already sold! 

Tintin is the best-known 
comic-book character in 
the world: 250 million 
books sold in over 100 
languages!
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Doctor, copywriter, museographer, 

teacher and, for the past 10 years, 

writer, Éric Bouhier has one literary 

passion that stands above all others; 

for the work of Frédéric Dard, 

whose pen name was San Antonio. 

Writing this lover’s dictionary is 

the consecration both of assiduous 

reading since he was a teenager 

and 20 years of research carried out 

with the help of Dard’s entourage 

and the members of an organization 

devoted to promoting the writer’s 

work and memory.

“The oeuvre of Frédéric Dard 

(1921-2000), which has been 

translated into 35 languages, 

includes almost 300 psychologi-

cal detective novels, hundreds of 

short stories and over sixty adap-

tations for stage and screen. He 

is believed to have sold some 250 

million books in a little more than 

the latter half of the 20th centu-

ry. The enthusiasm for San Anto-

nio’s adventures, which came out 

like clockwork four or five times 

a year, was such that it eventual-

ly attracted the curiosity of cri-

tics, intellectuals and academics, 

who finally realized that both the 

novels’ humor and their darkness 

were clues to an outlook on society 

that was composed of equal parts 

delight and fierce criticism. This 

man who was known for his good 

cheer and extreme generosity was 

also assailed by doubt and periods 

of despair, contributing to a com-

plex oeuvre in which laughter 

rubs shoulders with an obsession 

with death. It is  a true “lover’s” 

dictionary, because Frédéric Dard 

and San Antonio, their laugh-

ter and their melancholy, have 

been my companions since ado-

lescence. And finally, paying tri-

bute to Frédéric Dard, a.k.a. San 

Antonio, means writing with total 

freedom and borrowing from all 

the genres he himself explored: 

novels, newspaper articles, literary 

criticism and more. 

In Love with 
San Antonio
Eric Bouhier
January 2017 

“Frédéric Dard’s oeuvre is timeless” 
Michel Serres
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Pierre Assouline is a journalist, 

radio commentator, novelist and 

biographer, former director of the 

magazine Lire (“Read”), member of 

the editorial board of the journal 

L’Histoire and, since 2012, member 

of the Académie Goncourt. He is 

well-known as the biographer of 

Marcel Dassault, Georges Simenon, 

Gaston Gallimard, Jean Jardin, 

Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler, Albert 

Londres and Hergé, among others. 

He is also a novelist, and the author 

of thousands of articles and radio 

presentations.

Literature, writers and writing 

have always mattered to Pierre 

Assouline. For as long as he can 

remember, he has had a pen and 

a book in his hands.

From A for “Agent littéraire”, to Z 

for “Zweig”, the author leads us on 

a fabulous lover’s journey through 

the land of books and of those 

who write them. With unabashed 

subjectivity, Assouline talks as 

easily about “the loneliness of the 

writer” as about Modiano, about 

the famous “Billy” library as about 

Sartre, about Aragon as about 

“photos of writers” (which have 

always fascinated him: he even 

curated a show of them). Not just 

another anthology of texts and 

authors,  this “literature-lover’s 

dictionary” invites readers on a 

journey through Literature, from 

writer’s block to poetry.

In Love with Literature 
and Writers
Pierre Assouline
August 2016

12.000 copies already sold!

Not just another anthology of writers and texts, but a 
fascinating and enthusiastic journey to the land of literature, 
books, writers, publishers and more.
A very well-known author, with a strong literary reputation, 
whose best-selling books have made him a household name.
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Metin Arditi left Turkey for 

Switzerland at age 7. He studied at 

the École polytechnique fédérale 

in Lausanne and lives in Geneva, 

where he is deeply involved in 

the city’s cultural and artistic life. 

In 1988, he created the Arditi 

Foundation, which grants some 15 

annual awards to graduates of the 

University of Geneva and the École 

Polytechnique Fédérale in Lausanne. 

He is also the founder (in 2009) and 

co-president (with Elias Sanbar) of 

the “Instruments of Peace-Geneva” 

Foundation which supports musical 

education for children in Palestine 

and Israel. In December 2012, Metin 

Arditi became a UNESCO Good Will 

Ambassador. In June 2014, UNESCO 

made him a Special Envoy. Metin 

Arditi is also a novelist.

“By what rights can I write this dic-

tionary? I am a four-penny Swiss 

citizen, as they say in this country. 

The expression comes from the 

fact that you have to pay a fee to 

be naturalized Swiss. I was born in 

Turkey. I grew up on the banks of 

Lake Geneva, in Paudex, a tiny litt-

le town in the Vaud region, where 

my parents sent me to boarding 

school from age 7 to my maturity 

(as they call a Swiss high-school 

degree). After my schooling and a 

few internships, I moved to Gene-

va, a fabulous city that I adore. 

Saying that this country gave me 

a lot would be an understatement. 

It has made my dreams come true. 

Love without being overwhel-

ming. That is exactly how I want 

to – nay I must – love Switzerland, 

that I must love Switzerland if I 

want to settle my debt to it. With 

distance. As a foreigner. So it is 

as a foreigner that I want to love 

my Switzerland, to describe a few 

things about my country that isn’t 

mine. As a foreigner that I hope to 

introduce readers to paradoxical 

Switzerland, sometimes of a single 

piece, sometimes of a thousand; 

often unexpected, always endea-

ring. 

One which we love all the more 

because of that, the way a man 

becomes attached to the flaws of a 

nearly perfectly beautiful woman, 

because they are what grant her, 

her humanity.

In Love with 
Switzerland
Metin Arditi
March 2017

Switzerland, a beautiful stranger…
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In 1970, Hervé Bourges founded 

and ran the School of Journalism 

of Yaoundé (Cameroon). In 1976, 

he was appointed director of the 

Higher School of Journalism of 

Lille. His political and diplomatic 

skills led to his being appointed 

France’s ambassador to UNESCO in 

1993. On 23 January 1995 François 

Mitterrand appointed him to head 

the CSA, France’s regulating body 

for radio and television. He has 

written several autobiographical 

works, including De mémoire 

d’éléphant (Within the Span of an 

Elephant’s Memory), about Algeria, 

a country that is particularly dear 

to him.

Hervé Bourges’s love affair with 

Africa began several decades 

ago and its intensity has never 

waned despite the years and the 

the encouraging and discoura-

ging events that have dotted it. 

It all started under the burning 

hot sun of Algeria, where as a 

young conscript, Hervé Bourges 

had been sent to do his milita-

ry service. It was the Algerian 

War. Despite being in the French 

Army, young Hervé nevertheless 

supported the Algerian people’s 

struggle for independence. He 

joined the Jeanson resistance 

network, whose members were 

nicknamed “the suitcase carriers.” 

It was the beginning of a fascina-

tion with Africa that would lead 

to his being made an advisor to 

Algeria’s President Ben Bella after 

the war, and that would eventual-

ly lead him to crisscross Africa. 

Occasionally tasked with unoffi-

cial diplomatic roles for various 

African nations, he acquired the 

nickname “Bourges the African,” 

by which he is still known today.

From this “endless voyage” on 

the African continent (70 stays 

in Dakar alone) he has memories 

and anecdotes galore, which he 

spools out alphabetically in this 

varied and fascinating dictionary. 

In Love with Africa
Hervé Bourges
April 2017

A loving journey across a continent that “represents the 
future of the world.”



In Love with Republic
Jean-Louis Debré
January 2017

“The Republic is one nation , indivisible .” 

A lifelong public servant, devoted 

to the Republic, Jean-Louis Debré 

trained as a judge. He has been 

Mayor of Evreux (2001-2007),  

a member of the Chamber of 

Deputies (1997-2007), Minister 

of the Interior (1995-1997), 

President of the National Assembly 

(2002-2007) and President of the 

Constitutional  Council (2007-2016). 

A successful author, at home on the 

best-seller lists, he has written many 

books in different genres, ranging 

from political essays to detective 

fiction.

“I have been thinking about wri-

ting a lover’s dictionary of the 

Republic for a long time now.

Fundamentally republican, due 

to my family background and 

the way I was raised, I have long 

wanted to pay tribute to the men 

and women who have furthered 

the cause of democratic principles 

in France. The idea was not just to 

describe politicians’ actions but 

also to highlight the influence 

of writers and artists and to refer 

to places where the Republic has 

sought refuge.

Choices had to be made, and I am 

comfortable with them. This is not 

meant to be an exhaustive refe-

rence, but something much more 

personal. In it, I share youthful 

memories from when my family 

taught me to love and understand 

the French Republic.

This book is not political: the only 

allegiance I declare is to the Repu-

blic.”

Jean-Louis Debré
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Vladimir Fedorovski is the best-

known author of Russian descent 

writing in France today. During 

the upheaval in Eastern Europe, 

he was a diplomat, a promoter 

of Perestroika and a privileged 

eyewitness to this key period. 

His books (including Le roman du 

Kremlin and Le roman de Saint-

Pétersbourg (The Kremlin Novel and 

The Saint Petersburg Novel), which 

are written in French, have been 

translated in 28 countries and have 

become international bestsellers. 

He has also worked in publishing.

To begin with, the Saint Petersburg 

Lover’s Dictionary is an escapist 

book: powerful czars, inspiring 

artists and muses accompany rea-

ders, to allow us to decipher the 

mysteries of this extraordinary 

city, unlike any other in the wor-

ld. The book not only describes 

the city’s unique architecture and 

history, but above all, it evokes the 

Russian soul, with its contrasts, its 

outpourings of emotion, and its 

unspoken tragedies.

But the Saint Petersburg Lover’s 

Dictionary is also a revelatory 

book. Based on previously unpu-

blished archives and eyewitness 

accounts, it reveals new elements 

of the secret history of the Russian 

Revolutions of February and Octo-

ber 1917, as well as a confidential 

chronicle of Rasputin’s assassina-

tion in December 1916. Lastly, it 

is also an up-to-date book, because 

the entry about Vladimir Putin is 

based on an explosive investiga-

tion into the hidden sides of the 

current Russian president, who 

lived in Saint Petersburg for many 

years.

Scheduled for publication short-

ly before the centenary of these 

events, this book is sure to attract 

a lt of attention and inspire great 

debate.

In Love with Saint 
Petersburg
Vladimir Fedorovski
October 2016 

10.000 copies already sold!

A loving stroll through the City of the Czars.

From the author of the 
international bestsellers, 
The Kremlin Novel and 
The Saint Petersburg 
Novel, translated into 28 
languages!
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In Love With Life
Nicole Le Douarin
May 2017

The marvelous and incredible story of life itself!

Nicole Le Douarin’s fields of 

research are embryology and 

developmental biology. Winner 

of the 1986 CNRS gold medal, she 

is an honorary professor at the 

Collège de France. Since January, 

2006, she has been an honorary 

perpetual secretary of the Academy 

of Sciences.

For the first time in the history 

of mankind, the life sciences are 

offering us ever-increasing pos-

sibilities for deliberately influen-

cing living beings’ innermost 

resources, which until now had 

been imposed upon us as our ines-

capable fate. 

Our outlook on life has been radi-

cally transformed by this, and our 

values need to be reconsidered 

from top to bottom in the face of 

discoveries whose consequences 

are spectacularly changing our 

very relationship to existence, as 

well as affecting the global eco-

nomy and society’s equilibrium: 

the explosive growth of biotech-

nologies, the hope of medicine 

that is no longer simply reparative 

but truly regenerative, GMOs, and 

more.

Nicole Le Douarin is one of the 

most esteemed biologists of our 

time. She leads us on a fascina-

ting and enlightening journey to 

the heart of the life sciences, from 

their most distant history to the 

most up-to-date developments.

With constant concern for both 

precision and clarity, she helps us 

understand like never before the 

true impact of major discoveries 

in a wide range of fields(genetics, 

cloning, stem cells). 

A fascinating itinerary across the 

path of life and its mysteries by an 

author who appeals to readers by 

sharing her own fascination for 

her topic.



Terre Humaine
«This collection embodies one of the major trends of ideas in the last fifty years. This fragmented literature tends towards the 
universal, and walking along have-nots and academicians, Dominicans and Chinese communists, derelicts and optimists, 
bank robbers and philosophers, one discovers the great journey of life and of reality, with its professions, streets, prisons, 
concentration camps, men living in the woods, in the great deserts or in the tundra.

 “Terre Humaine”, under the aegis of the French National Library, celebrated its 50th birthday. The authors have all strong 
personalities and by writing those books, they make confessions. They all enable the reader to feel this tension that allows 
them to reach what is most fundamental in a people. Their outlook is often based on a spirit of justice and rebellion against 
the hypocrisy of our condition that is corrupted by the power of money and the ambition of conquest. The publishing 
of each of these books is an event, a “signal” as observed by Pierre Nora. “Terre Humaine” offers a rare example of the 
presentation of different points of view, that is to say it places on the same level different approaches: from the erudite 
western philosopher, from the ethnologist - Lévi-Strauss, Bastide – to the illiterate from the Third World, often called the 
native – the Eskimo, the Bedouin, the Indian outcast, The Native American, the African, from the “upper class” – the Church, 
writers such as Zola or Ségalen –to the “lower class” - the miner, the fisherman, the horse of pride from Brittany, the Japanese 
hairdresser – from the worker to the have-not – the man sentenced to death, the homeless -, “Terre Humaine” wants to be a 
haven of refuge for the knowledge.

The wish of its founder is that, pages after pages, this kindred thinking could impregnate the soil for comprehension and 
respect between men, without which they will not cease to run towards their doom.”        
              

                                       Jean Malaurie, founder and director of the “Terre Humaine” series since 1954
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James Agee was born into an 

Anglican family in the southern 

USA in 1906. His autobiographical 

novel A Death in the Family won the 

Pulitzer Prize. By the time he died, 

at age 55, he had written another 

novel, The Morning Watch, a poetry 

book, a book of news items and two 

volumes about movies that prove 

him to be an exceptional critic.

James Agee wrote this extraordi-

nary book about poverty in the 

American Deep South in 1936, at 

the age of 27. Let Us Now Praise 

Famous Men is one of those texts 

that leaves its mark on a genera-

tion. Agee’s scope and cinematic 

gaze, as well as the intensity of his 

vision are still able to catch rea-

ders off guard and sweep them 

away as if on a tide. Never has a 

country, a social condition or the 

daily lives of farmers been so stun-

ningly described. Never has such 

an intensely interiorized, lyrical 

incantation inspired a document 

like this.

Fortune magazine assigned James 

Agee to spend six weeks reporting 

on impoverished white sharecrop-

pers in Alabama. Along with Wal-

ker Evans – a famous American 

photographer – they infiltrated 

three families like spies trying to 

uncover the truth. But what is the 

truth of a man, or a society? Isn’t it 

elusive by essence? Agee allows us 

to perceive that.  The original aim 

was simply journalistic reportage, 

but the author’s excitable style, 

and the poetical transparency he 

brought to everything his eyes 

fell upon bring out the highest 

expression of even the humblest 

lives.

Lush with everything the author 

wanted to share, meant to be 

heard out loud, this universal 

book achieves a height and a visio-

nary truth that remain unparalle-

led even today.

A masterpiece of American 

writing, stunningly illustrated 

with the historic photographs of 

Walker Evans.

Let Us Now Praise

    Famous Men  
James Agee & Walker Evans
April 2017

25.000 copies sold!

This is a new edition of one of the most important works in 
the Terre Humaine collection. A book of text and photos 
about impoverished sharecroppers in Alabama, written 
feverishly in 1936 by a 27-year-old journalist and filmmaker. 
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Born in 1954 in Sidi-Bel-Abbès 

(Algeria), Jean-Marie Blas de 

Roblès is the author, most notably, 

of Where Tigers Are at Home (Là 

où les tigres sont chez eux - winner 

of the 2008 Prix Médicis 2008, 

Prix du roman Fnac and Prix 

Giono, 100,000 copies sold). His 

most recent novel is the critically 

acclaimed L’Île du Point Némo (Point 

Nemo Island, 40,000 copies sold). 

He was a member of the French 

archeological mission in Libya for 

10 years, and he participated in 

the underwater digs at Apollonia 

in Cyrenaica, Leptis Magna and 

Sabratha, in Tripolitana.  

In observating of the conflicts 

between ethnic communities in 

today’s Libya, its disastrous situa-

tion of political and religious 

chaos, one can’t help noticing the 

echoes of early 19th-century Libya. 

The earliest European travelers 

sometimes risked their own lives 

to rediscover it, after centuries 

of distance. Frenchman Jean-Ray-

mond Pacho, from Nice, who 

spent 1824-1825 in Cyrenaica, was 

undoubtedly the boldest and most 

reliable of them. 

Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès invites 

us to roam across ancient Libya 

in Pacho’s footsteps. The explo-

rer, archeologist and man of let-

ters traveled the Libyan desert 

alone, searching for abandoned 

ruins of ancient civilizations. He 

located Leptis Magna and Apol-

lonia, which are among the most 

important archaeological sites in 

the world. During his travels, he 

also carefully observed the local 

populations’ lores and languages.

Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès adds 

modern perspective to lengthy 

excerpts from Jean-Raymond 

Pacho’s Narrative of a Journey 

(“Relation d’un Voyage”, published 

in 1827). Roblès’s book leads us 

deep into Libya’s Greek and Car-

thaginian roots.

A well-written, highly literary book 

in two voices, faithful to the spirit 

of the eyewitness accounts publi-

shed in the Terre Humaine collec-

tion. 

In Libya 
In the Footsteps of Jean-Raymond Pacho
What Libya used to be

Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès
272 pages | October 2016

Jean-Marie Blas de Roblès invites us to roam across 
ancient Libya in the footsteps of Jean-Raymond Pacho, the  
19th-century explorer and man of letters who rediscovered 
the abandoned ruins of ancient civilizations. This fascinating 
journey leads us to some of the most important archeological 
sites in the world, including Apollonia, Leptis Magna and 
more.

His novel, Where 
Tigers Are at Home, 
sold 100.000 copies!



25 Years a Slave
Memoirs of the Nosy Lava Penal Colony

Roland Vilella
272 pages | October 2016

The striking first-person account of a man who spent 25 years 
at hard labor in the Nosy Lava penal colony in Madagascar, 
gradually becoming its “living memory”. It wasn’t closed 
until 2005.

Former representative of an 

international NGO, Roland Vilella 

has been navigating the South 

Seas for several years now, and is 

particularly knowledgeable about 

Madagascar.

In 2004, Roland Vilella, a sailor 

living in Madagascar, decided 

out of curiosity to visit the island 

of Nosy Lava, where few tourists 

chose to go: it was notorious for its 

jail, where conditions were com-

parable to those in the worst pri-

sons ever, anywhere. There he got 

to know Albert, an extraordinary 

convict who had been sentenced 

to 25 years of hard labor, and 

struck up a true friendship with 

him. A veritable living memory of 

that awful place, Albert became 

a sort of unofficial spokesperson 

for his companions in misfortune, 

many of whom had been tortured 

or even killed with impunity over 

the years.

Weaving together first-person 

accounts, investigation and 

reconstitution – true to the tra-

dition of the Terre Humaine col-

lection – Roland Vilella recounts 

the daily lives of those forgotten 

convicts in Nosy Lava, creating a 

record of the era:  from Madagas-

can independence to 2005, when 

the place was finally closed.

Over the course of the book, with 

its lot of violence and gore as well 

as its heartrendingly poignant 

anecdotes, the island’s history and 

Albert’s intertwine, bringing those 

forgotten prisoners’ voices back to 

life.
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