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The only true voyage of discovery, as Proust wrote in The Prisoner « would 

be not to visit strange lands but to possess other eyes, to behold the universe 

through the eyes of another, of a hundred others ». To possess other eyes to 

enter the secret lives of men and women like us, in any place or time: this is 

the challenge taken on by our new imprint, Les Escales, under which the first 

authors to be published are Carl Aderhold, Vincent Engel, Diane Peylin, 

Dominique Fortier and Jérôme Chantreau.

From the tremors of History to somber family secrets Les Escales recounts 

modern odysseys in dazzling prose, unveiling lands of dream and escape. 

Les Escales
Domaine français
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Mona Desforêt has fairy-tale grace and youth going 

for her. In French Indochina, she turns heads wherever 

she goes. But between the Japanese camps, the 

abominations and the rise of the Viet Minh, the country 

is aflame. With her daughter Lucie and her well placed 

husband – stained with his association with the Petain 

regime, she flees to New Caledonia. 

In Nouméa, the monotonous days are filled with 

everyday racism and swimming in the lagoon. Lucie 

grows up; Mona plays at being Bovary. Until the day she 

reads Simone de Beauvoir’s Second Sex. It is the birth of 

a consciousness, the beginning of freedom. 

Back in France, divorced and independent, Mona 

leads her daughter onto the feminist battleground; 

they become fierce fighters for legal abortion, sexual 

freedom and equality between men and women. And 

they defend the rights of oppressed people and nations 

as well. Lucie’s most cherished dream: to go to Cuba. 

Little does she know that she will meet a certain Fidel 

Castro there... 

Et soudain, la liberté is also the story of a novel written 

in silence, one that gropes around sometimes, that 

teeters on the edge of the void, as well as painting the 

portrait of the encounter between Évelyne Pisier and 

her editor, Caroline Laurent –friendship at first sight, 

truth stronger than fiction. The whole thing could have 

stopped in February 2017, when Évelyne passed away. 

But nothing stopped: they were bound by a promise that 

went beyond death. 

Freedom as a Legacy
évelyne pisier & caroline laurent

Rentrée littéraire
Winner of the prize Première Plume

“A novel as touching as a secret, as beautiful as a mausoleum 
and as inspiring as a pact”
Le Monde des Livres

August 2017

352 pages

Highlight

Rights already sold in:
China, Spain, Greece

Évelyne Pisier was born in French Indochina in 1941. As the 

sister of the actress Marie-France Pisier, the mistress of Fidel 

Castro for four years, the first wife of Bernard Kouchner (Founder 

of the French Doctors) and the spouse of Olivier Duhamel, her life 

encompassed all of the key struggles of the latter half of the 20th 

century: feminism, decolonization, anti-racism, LGBT rights, anti-

totalitarianism and more. She was one of the first women to receive 

an advanced degree in public law in France. Director of Books when 

Jack Lang was Minister of Culture, she wrote reference books, 

novels, essays and screenplays. She died in February 2017. 

Caroline Laurent was born in 1988. She is Évelyne Pisier’s 

editor and her friend.

The Authors
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A Thousand Years After 
the War
carine fernandez

Who still wants to remember what happened in 1936 in 
Spain?

September2017

250 pages

Miguel is a solitary old man, a longtime widower who 

doesn’t appreciate the company of anyone but his dog 

Ramon. He lives in a working-class neighborhood in a 

town near Toledo. One morning he gets a letter from his 

sister Nuria. She has lost her husband and is planning to 

come live with Miguel. The old man works himself into 

a panic: if his sister comes to live with him, peace and 

quiet will fly out the window along with the joys of living 

alone with his dog. He’s got to run! With his dog on his 

heels, the old man takes a bus to Extremadura, where he 

has not returned since the Civil War.

Montepalomas, the village where he grew up, has been 

submerged by water from a dam. Yet memories rise 

from the waters of the lake. Huge chunks of his beautiful, 

terrible youth, when he was known as Medianoche 

(“Midnight”) and his twin brother, Mediodia (“Midday”), 

was still alive. Although his twin would be assassinated 

by Franco’s Guardia, his face still haunts Miguel, a 

thousand years after the war.

Perhaps now is the time to free himself from the past...

In a brilliant, chiseled style, Carine Fernandez portrays 

an inner journey towards redemption, while looking 

back over the darkest years of Spanish history.

Rentrée littéraire

Rights already sold in:
Spain

After two Ph.D’s in literature, Carine Fernandez has gone 

on to write several novels published by Actes Sud: La Servante 

abyssine (“The Abysssinan Servant”), La Comédie du Caire (“The 

Cairo Comedy”) and La Saison rouge (“The Red Season”). She is also 

the author of Identités barbares (“Barbarian Identities”, JC Lattès, 

2014) and of a collection of short stories, Le Châtiment des goyaves 

(“The Guava Punishment”, Ed. Dialogues, 2014). Having lived as 

an expatriate in the Middle East and the USA for many years, she 

currently lives in Lyon.

The Author



The Dreamer from the 
Tigris’ Banks
fawaz hussain

A vibrant tribute to the Kurdish people and to a divided and 
devastated Syria.

October 2017

240 pages

In his fifties, Farzand decides to leaves Paris, where he 

has lived for half of his life. He wants to go home, to 

Amouda, a godforsaken town in Syria, near the border 

with Turkey, caught up in the fire and brimstone of the 

Arab Spring. Conscious of the impossibility of traveling 

within a country entering its fifth year of civil war, he 

decides to settle for one night staring at the lights of his 

hometown from the Turkish side of the border. After a 

stopover in Istanbul, he spends a week or so in Diyarbakir, 

on the banks of the Tigris, where he makes friends with a 

12-year-old boy who sells boiled watermelon seeds.

All Farzand was  expecting from the trip was to see 

his home town; instead he will find a son, after having 

tragically lost his own years before.

A book about hope and beauty in the midst of ruins.
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Fawaz Hussain was born into a Kurdish family in the north-

east of Syria. He arrived in France in 1978 in order to pursue his 

studies in modern literature at the Sorbonne. He lives in Paris, 

where he devotes his time to writing original work as well as 

translating French classics into Kurdish, his mother tongue. He is the 

author, most notably, of Les Sables de Mésopotamie (The Sands of 

Mesopotamia), re-published by Points Seuil in 2017.

The Author
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The Lying Woman
hervé bel
 

One day, Sophie, 43, decides to pretend she’s pregnant. To 
her boss, her relatives and above all, her lover...

October 2017

300 pages

Sophie is 43. She lives in Paris with Alain, but doesn’t 

have children.  Every day, she takes the train to work at 

La Défense, the high-rise office-tower district just west 

of Paris. She’s supposed to be efficient, fast, modern 

and productive. She applies herself. But the cadence is 

frenetic, she feels like she’s at the end of a cycle. At 43, 

she feels like she’ll be too old soon. 

One day, exhausted, feeling cornered by her boss 

who’s criticizing her for handling a case poorly, she lies, 

pretending she’s pregnant. It’s the first step in a long 

chain of events, a complex defense mechanism that 

will, briefly, make her daily life kinder, gentler, easier to 

bear. Elated, Sophie decides to lie to Alain, too. Could 

convincing him that she’s expecting a baby lead to 

making one for real? What she doesn’t know is that Alain 

can’t have children. 

As the web of her lies gradually tightens around her, 

Sophie’s past unfolds: her childhood, her youth in the 

suburbs, at the foot of the skyscrapers of La Défense 

that gradually emerged from earth. Like the bars of her 

future prison. 

With this novel, Hervé Bel has produces a magnificent 

portrait of a woman who asks timeless questions about 

the body, motherhood and yearning for freedom. 

D O M A I N E  F R A N Ç A I S

D O M A I N E  F R A N Ç A I S

la femme qui ment
hervé bel
roman

Hervé Bel divides his time between Paris and Normandy. His 

previous books are: La Nuit du Vjod (“The Night of the Vjod”,  JC 

Lattès, 2010, Prix du Premier Roman Edmée de la Rochefoucauld), 

and Les Choix Secrets (“Secret Choices”, JC Lattès, 2012). With 

La Femme qui ment, he presents a powerful novel of female 

emancipation.

The Author



Our Beds Will Be Full of 
Light Smells
claire renaud

In a couple, there is always one who loves more... What if it 
was just a question of permanent misunderstanding?

November 2017

224 pages

It’s the story of a man and a woman who meet and fall 

in love. They take turns describing the events that stud 

their life together, but what is the same becomes other 

through the prism of differing perspectives.

Raphaelle starts from a very high point of absolute 

idealization, of sincerity shaded only with candor. 

Philippe inaugurates their shared story with a cruel test 

from which he emerges defeated.  Their feelings will 

coincide just one night, by nearly miraculous chance.  

The author doesn’t judge either one of the two 

protagonists. His cynicism is annoying; her idealism is no 

better. It’s just their story and the particular scent that 

radiates from it.

A love story for today, set in Paris, Cabourg and Ghent; 

the portrait of a couple, their dreams and illusions, 

agreements and disagreements.
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Claire Renaud lives and works in Paris. She especially writes for 

young people. She is the author of  Déboutonnage (“Unbuttoning”, 

Stock, 2010). Nous aurons des lits plein d’odeurs légères is her second 

novel.

The Author
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Mimosa
alexandre najjar
 
My mother, my love

November 2017
160 pages

“Mama, Mom, Mimo, Mimo-sa…

I don’t know if that’s how I came to call you Mimosa, the 

nickname that suits you so well, you who so loved plants, 

who tended the rosebushes in the garden so lovingly 

each summer. The nickname gradually become your real 

name.

You tell me, Mimosa, that you’ve forgotten everything, 

that the war stole your memory. But I’ve realized from 

talking to you that your memories are intact, but you 

have to delve deep to find them and bring them to the 

surface – like with shipwrecks.”

In this short narrative, composed of memories that are 

both funny and moving, Alexandre Najjar explores the 

character of his mother as she is living out her final 

days. Childhood, education, cultural heritage, the war 

in Lebanon, and of course love, are at the heart of this 

book with an ineffable charm.

Born in Beirut in 1967, Alexandre Najjar has written some 

30 books that have been translated into a dozen languages, 

including Kadicha, Le Roman de Beyrouth (The Beirut Novel) and A 

Lebanon Lover’s Dictionary (Plon, 2011, 2005 and 2014). A key figure 

in contemporary Lebanon’s cultural scene, in charge of L’Orient 

Littéraire, the literary supplement of the daily paper L’Orient-Le Jour, 

he has won several prizes, including the Lagardère Foundation’s 

writer’s fellowship, the Méditerranée Award and the Hervé Deluen 

Award from the Académie française for his tireless efforts to 

promote the French language.

The Author



The Uprooted Ones
catherine bardon

10.000 COPIES ALREADY SOLD!

The incredible history of Jewish Austrians in Dominican 
Republic

2018 | Text available

Vienna, 1931: Wilhelm, a 25-year-old journalist, meets 

Almah, the love of his life, at the heart of Central Europe, 

in the midst of the lively Viennese intellectual café-

society scene. They soon marry, but their wedded bliss is 

shadowed by the anti-Semitism raging in their country. 

Daily life becomes terrifying, threatening them at the 

slightest misstep or risky action. 

Over the course of the next few years, they see many 

of their friends and relatives escape into exile. After an 

aggression, Wilhelm’s sister, Myriam, decides to flee 

to the USA;, but their parents can’t bring themselves 

to leave their native land. Although it is a wrenching 

decision, Wilhelm knows he must do everything he can 

to save Almah and their young son, so he, too, chooses 

to leave. Having obtained visas for the USA, they are 

convinced they will be able to join Myriam there. But 

unfortunately… 

Switzerland, 1939: The family is stuck in a refugee camp. 

Their visas were forgeries, and besides, the United 

States’ immigration quota has been reached. 

The situation seems hopeless until a man offers them an 

escape route: help establish a kibbutz in the Dominican 

Republic. The fact is that Trujillo, the local dictator, made 

a deal with the Nazis: he’ll grant 100,000 visas to Jews 

in exchange for funds. In addition, the Jews will provide 

free labor to help develop the island’s infrastructure. 

After a difficult, year-long journey with the other 

“voluntary” exiles, they arrive in Sosúa, in the tropical 

jungle. There, everything – from buildings to society – 

must be built from scratch. Wilhelm and Almah will have 

to learn to work under a withering sun and to find joy 

in a simple life, light-years away from the comfortable 

intellectual life they have been forced to leave behind 

in Austria. But it could also be an opportunity for them 

to reinvent themselves and to put down roots in a new 

land.

Based on a true story, this enjoyably novelistic saga will 

immerse you in a little-known facet of Jewish history. 
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Catherine Bardon is a true Dominican Republic-ophile. She 

has written several tour guides to the island, where she lived for 

many years. She is currently living in the Paris area. The Uprooted is 

her first novel.

The Author
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Before the Birth of the Forest
jérôme chantreau

7 000 COPIES SOLD!
September 2016 |224 pages

It is the story of an impossible mourning—the face to face between a man and the 

forest of his family’s secrets.

Married to a cute redhead, the happy father of a little girl, Albert lives peaceful at the 

last stop of the Parisian RER. One day, as he lounges in bed with his wife, the phone 

rings. 

He does not pick up, the answering machine goes off soon after: his mother died. Disoriented, Albert decides to 

reevaluate, and locks himself away with his mother’s urn in the family propriety in Mayenne, a mansion in the middle 

of the forest. He is obsessed with finding the perfect song for the funeral—a song that will say to all, and better than 

anybody, who was his mother, a sensible and independent woman.

One night, he is awoken by peculiar sounds. In the old wing of the mansion, the walls are singing… They are echoing 

the past; a family myth recounted that an hermit roamed in the forest. Memories are slowly coming back to the 

surface, and with them, the secrets of a mother that only her son could hear.

After a parisian childhood, studies of literature, and an aborted career in journalism, Jérôme Chantreau started an 

equestrian center. He learnt silviculture in order to exploit the forest adjacent to his family mansion. He is now a literature 

teacher, and lives in the South West of France. Avant que naisse la forêt is his first novel.

Red
carl aderhold
March 2016 | 220 pages

In dazzling prose, Red recounts the incredible story of a French family caught up in 

the turmoil of the 20th century.

While emptying the house of his deceased father, Carl recovers a notebook from 

his childhood. On the front page in his own handwriting, the title is: “History of my 

family”, and below “From Köln to Paris, four generations of Aderholds”. Slowly, 

memories come to the surface: those of his childhood, his family and its malediction.

What kind of curse did Peter—this ancestor who deserted the German army right before World War I to become a 

French citizen—bring upon the Aderhold family? How about Georges, the stern grandfather? Was he not condemned 

to failure—he who attempted one drunken night to stop a whole SS regiment? And what is there to say of the father, 

Pierre Decazes, a comedian and flamboyant communist who turned his life and that of his family into political theater?

Brought up with the contradictions of ideology and its need for an underlying fiction, Carl Aderhold tells us the story 

of French youth, but also that of the birth of a writer, for whom the remembrance of failure is both a consolation and 

a serenade of love.

A trained historian, Carl Aderhold was for a long time an editor, before dedicating himself to writing. He is the author of 

numerous acclaimed novels.

Rights sold in:
Germany and Greece
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The Doorway to Heaven
dominique fortier
January 2017 2016 |256 pages

In the heart of Louisiana and its cotton plantations, two little girls grow up together. 

Yet their lives are diametrically opposed. Eleanor is white, and the daughter of a 

doctor;  Eve is a mulatto, and the daughter of a slave. Each is the other’s shadow, 

both suffer a fate they didn’t choose. Their lives will be filled with murmurs, forbidden 

desires, back roads and byroads. But above all, there will be the hue and cry of a war 

in which brother will fight brother beneath two 

star-spangled banners.Further east, in Alabama, women will spend their lives sewing together small squares of cloth. 

Modern Penelopes waiting for their husbands, fathers, sons to come back from the war. Their quilts are like the United 

States: a patchwork held together by a thread – the thread of sewing, the thread of writing.

Like a cross between a dream and actual history, Dominique Fortier portrays a legendary America that is tearing itself 

apart – the better to reinvent itself, and powerfully poses the question of freedom.

Dominique Fortier was born in Quebec and now lives in Outremont (Montreal). After a doctorate in French literature 

from McGill University, she has worked, most notably, as a translator. Her first novel, Du bon usage des étoiles (“On the 

Proper Use of Stars” 2008 and translated in English language in 2010), won the “Gens de Mer” Prize from the Étonnants 

voyageurs festival in Saint Malo, France. Since then, she has written Les Larmes de Saint Laurent (“St. Laurent’s Tears”) and, 

with Nicolas Dickner, Révolutions. La Porte du ciel is her third novel.

Don’t Forget Anything Along the Way
anne-sophie moszkowicz
May 2017 | 224 pages

When her beloved grandmother dies, Sandra, 40, inherits the older woman’s letters 

and notebooks. In them, Rivka provides a poignant account of her youth in Occupied 

Paris: the round-ups, the terror, the chaos. But there’s more. From beyond the grave, 

the grandmother asks her granddaughter to accept a mission. 

A mission that will force Sandra to go back to Paris, a wretched, unlucky city, on the 

trail of the love of her youth, Alexandre. a strange, hypnotic and manipulative 

man who Sandra thought she would never come across again...  For her, the time has come to confront her demons. 

With delicate strokes, Anne-Sophie Moszkowicz paints the portrait of a family torn by the upheavals of history, and 

draws us into the maze-like paths of memory. 

Born in Nice in 1984, Anne-Sophie Moszkowicz now lives in Paris, where she works in publishing. There are two 

things that her family passed on to her: the importance of memory and a love of words. As she was starting her own family, 

her roots caught up with her, and writing imposed itself. N’oublie rien en chemin is her first novel.
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The Taste of the Wind on My Lips
cédric morgan
April 2017 |300 pages

Louane lives in Belle-Île-en-Mer, off the coast of Brittany, with Marlène, her 

adoptive mother. A gifted child, but one who is ill-suited to the school system, she is 

studyingfor her high-school exams at age 12. Used to running wild along the coast, 

she communes with the wind, the sun and the storms.  Abandoned at birth, she 

carries an absence within her: her real mother’s identity. Marlène runs a B n’ B, and 

one day, Guillaume, a man in his fifties, shows up.

Louane finds his behavior intriguing. He keeps going back to the same places on the island, asking strange questions, 

saying that he’s looking for clues to the past of a young boy, a convict sent to the children’s penal colony that used to 

be on the island. Louane pays careful attention to what many different people say; she knows that lives told are more 

interesting than lives lived. By the same token, just as Belle-Île’s legends intertwine with its past, so do books and 

dreams intertwine with our memories.

Cédric Morgan dividies his time between Brittany and the Paris area. He founded and runs a poetry 
journal, Incendits, which has  published Hedi Kaddour and Roger Goffette. In addition, he has written 
many novels, including Le Bleu de la mer (“Sea Blue,” Phébus, 2003), Oublier l’orage (“Forget the 
Storm,” Phébus, 2005) and Une femme simple (“A Simple Woman,” Grasset, 2014, 2015 Bretagne 
Prize).

Life Would Be Easy in Manneville
pierre cochez
April 2017 | 224 pages

Ivy-covered walls, windows thrown wide open, Manneville is a holiday home 

where young Bruce Dehaut, his sisters, their cheerful cousins, and the adults are all 

busily enjoying the summer, reading the newspaper or preparing pastis-grenadine 

cocktails. Life would be easy in Manneville, but Bruce has to go. England awaits: 

Oxford, school, his first steps into adult life. Once there, Bruce will meet Alex, a tall 

redhead in a beige tweed jacket who smokes cigarettes while playing 

backgammon. Bruce hadn’t been expecting that. Love, the bedazzlement. And the impossibility of having a life 

together. 

Later, as a journalist, he will travel the world, from the Faroe Islands to Mozambique, in search of truth, in search of 

himself, caught up in a perpetual movement. But Bruce will eventually realize that waiting is a kind of loving too. 

With great delicacy, this atmospheric novel goes straight for the heart, as it tells of those dreamed lives that we live 

for real sometimes. 

Pierre Cochez is a journalist with the daily paper La Croix’s world service. His reportagestake him to 
the four corners of the globe. He is the author of a book of non-fiction, Tel fils (“Like Son,” Phébus, 
2015). La vie serait simple à Manneville is his first novel.



rig
h

ts c
a

ta
lo

g
u

e - plo
n 2017

19

Even Fishermen Get Seasick
diane peylin
June 2016 | 224 pages

What legacy do fathers leave to their sons?

Which proportion of pain, guilt, and love?

On a small sandy and volcanic island, colored by the Mediterranean, three men of the 

same family, three fishermen, have to face a lifetime of regrets and silence.

Valence Orozco, the untamed and sparing father never overcame the death of his wife

Rocio. Rafa, the grandfather, a steel-gazing giant, never indulged to Valente, yet inexplicably started smiling one morning 

to never stop. And Salvi, the son, left the island for the continent, fleeing his preordained destiny. Salvi hates the sea, the 

nets, the fish smell, and above all the patriarchal values of a society that does not resemble him.

Three men plagued by secrets, the weight of the unsaid puts a strain on each next generation. The women stand in their 

wake, alternate suns and daggers. Delicately intertwined, these moving trajectories lay bare three sons in search of their 

father.

Born in 1978, Diane Peylin ran a Bed&Breakfast in Ardèche, was a teacher, and toured the world in 
a sailing boat. Today, she teaches creative writing and is a full time novelist. She is the author of À 
l’endroit où elles naissent (Les Nouveaux Auteurs, grand prix du roman de l’été 2011) and Quand je 
serai grande, je serai vieille (Flammarion, 2015).

Running through the Snow
fabrice tassel
September 2016 | 224 pages

He’s a husband and a father. A chef, too: the perfect job for a man like him, who loves 

to welcome guests to his table, and to bring out the taste and flavor of food. But 

times are tough. For a summer, perhaps the time he will need to take stock of his life, 

the narrator has to go live with his mother. Alone. He’s 42 years old. Summer passes, 

the man stays. He’s a husband and a father. A chef, too: the perfect job for a man like 

him, who loves to welcome guests to his table,

and to bring out the taste and flavor of food. But times are tough. For a summer, perhaps the time he will need to 

take stock of his life, the narrator has to go live with his mother. Alone. He’s 42 years old. Summer passes, the man 

stays.  In the beginning, the mother is thrilled. She has her beloved son – and the impassioned conversations and 

fabulous meals he is so fond of – back. But her pleasure gradually turns into concern. Her child has lost his ambition, 

he’s getting bogged down, treading water, not going anywhere. As snow covers the countryside, her son is still there. 

The mother starts to wonder. Doesn’t man’s very nature reside in movement?

Like an anti-Odyssey, this subtle novel explores the temptation of running back to the womb, and the difficult passage 

to adulthood, with great humanity.

Fabrice Tassel lives and works in Paris. He is also the author of Déraison d’État (“State Fallacy”, Denoël, 2012). with 

Courir dans la neige, he has signed a vibrant novel about filiation.

New title to come:
The Big Wheel
(January2018)





in 1852, Henri Plon and his two brothers founded éditions Plon, and were 

awarded the title of Imprimeur de l’Empereur (Emperor’s publisher). 

They published the correspondence of Louis XIII, Marie Antoinette and 

Napoleon I.

PLON is a leader in France in the field of the political, economy and societal 

documents. Its prestigious collections count authors such as Claude Lévi-

Strauss or Simone Weil, and the works of several French Presidents such as 

the General de Gaulle, Georges Pompidou, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing or 

François Mitterrand, as well as titles from women around them, Claude 

Pompidou, Bernadette Chirac and more recently, Geneviève De Gaulle-

Anthonioz. PLON belongs to Editis—the 2nd publishing company in 

France—and to the Spanish group Planeta.

PLON’s literature is also famous for the launching of several writers such as 

Karine Tuil, Leonora Miano,  Ingrid Desjours.

Samuel Benchetrit, Harold Cobert, David Foenkinos as well as Amanda 

Sthers have also been published by Plon.

Editions Plon





Linked for Life
laëtitia milot

A love story that forces each of the protagonists to overcome 
their own obstacles, plus a story of healing in which the it 
isn’t obvious who is really handicapped. A novel with two 
unexpected and powerful themes: disability and alcoholism.

November 2017

256 pages

Lucie, 32. is full of life. She teaches riding at her parents’ 

stable in Normandy. Her father, a meticulous and 

demanding coach, is training her to compete in Olympic 

show jumping. Lucie has the heart of a champion. She 

radiates confidence: with Saphir, her extraordinary 

horse and alter ego, she’s sure to bring home a medal! 

The cheerful young woman’s life is overturned the day 

her path crosses Marc, 44. a war reporter whose wife has 

left him and who has a conflictual relationship with his 

teenaged daughter, Emma. Marc drinks far too much. 

Drunk at the wheel, he is responsible for an accident 

involving Lucie on a moped. Lucie ignores it. Paralysis 

of the right side of her body, wheelchair, crutches… The 

doctors say she will never be able to ride again. But they 

don’t know Lucie! She has promised she will ride again: 

Saphir is waiting for her. Overwhelmed by guilt, yet 

without having the nerve to confess his responsibility, 

Marc does everything he can to make it up to her, 

offering Lucie moral support during rehab, when she 

finds out about para-dressage, and when she decides to 

try to make it to the Paralympics…

Sentimental

Laëtitia Milot is a French famous actress that has been playing 

Mélanie in the popular French soap opera Plus belle la vie since 2004. 

She has written several successful books: a novel, On se retrouvera 

(We Will Meet Again) and two first-personal accounts, Je voulais te 

dire et Le bébé, c’est pour quand ? (I Wanted to Tell You and So When 

Are You Going to Have a Baby?).

The Author
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To Lose You a Little Less
martin diwo

Him, Her, A Universal Tale. She Leaves, He Dreams Her.
A modern voice for an eternal sorrow.

August 2017

200 pages

A boy, a girl, a universal tale. They fall in love, they fight, 

she leaves. Youth and innocence leave with her.  He 

falls apart. And writes a harsh, spirited, bad-tempered 

striking novel that stays with you. A signature, a style, a 

voice, an era, a generation. 

“Are you scared?” 

“Yes. Scared of what comes after. Scared because 

putting an end to this book means putting an end to 

the relationship. Right now, it still exists through the 

writing, but what comes after? After that, it won’t exist 

any more, and I don’t know if I’ll be able to bear it.”

“Don’t you want people to read it?”

“You know what? I don’t actually know. I mean, I’d have 

to finish it first. I don’t know if I’m brave enough to write 

certain things. The ones I’m telling you, for example. 

I can say them to you, but to readers? After all, our 

conversations are very personal, aren’t they? Besides the 

book isn’t supposed to be about exposing my feeling, 

you do realize it’s a novel, don’t you? A novel... well... a 

double murder, really, a scream.”

“And isn’t the whole point of screaming for someone to 

hear it?”

“Ok, I see what you’re getting at. You think I wrote this 

novel to win her back, don’t you?” 

Martin Diwo, 26, lives in Paris. Law student by day, author and 

musician. Pour te perdre un peu moins is his first novel.

The Author



Agatha
frédérique deghelt

On December 4, 1926, Agatha Christie’s car was found abandoned 
in the countryside. The famous novelist had disappeared. She 
reappeared 11 days later. The mystery, which made front pages 
around the world, contributed to the queen of murder mysteries’ 
fame.

May 2017

272 pages 

Upset by the recent death of her beloved mother and by 

the betrayal of her husband, Agatha was suffering from 

writer’s block. What happens when an author is caught 

in that pathological trap, unable to put words down on 

paper to turn her life into art? The most interesting thing 

about the incident is the way in which Agatha Christie, a 

writer, composed the mystery of her own disappearance. 

In order to tell this story, Frédérique Deghelt needed to 

be firmly rooted in the places where Agatha Christie had 

actually lived, where she wrote some of her novels and 

where she spent the days of her disappearance.

Frédérique Deghelt retraced Agatha’s path, from her 

home in London to the hotel in Harrogate where she was 

found, spending as many days in that spa town as she 

had, trying to place her feet, nearly a century later, in her 

footsteps during those days of waiting and uncertainty.

In the period when she isn’t writing, the book’s tone 

becomes pensive, a kind of madness tied to her intense 

emotional distress. That allowed Frédérique Deghelt 

to dive into the fragile process of this famous romantic 

romantic novelist.

A tireless traveler whose home port is Paris, Frédérique 
Deghelt, journalist and director of TV shows, now devotes her 

time to writing. Her former novel La Vie d’une autre (“Another 

Woman’s Life”) was translated in many countries and adapted as a 

movie.

The Author
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The Indian woman & the   
Cardinal
denis lepée
Between political intrigues and seduction, the powerful 
Cardinal Richelieu and the mysterious marquise of Rivière 
Sainte-Anne, from Quebec, play fast and loose with both 
their own futures and the kingdom’s. 
Games of love and power in 17th-century France.

March 2017

336 pages 

Paris, 1630. The gorgeous and mysterious marquise 

of Rivière Sainte-Anne, recently arrived in Paris from 

Quebec, in the colonies of New France, has attracted 

everyone’s attention with the lavish parties she throws. 

She even catches the eye of Cardinal Richelieu, the all-

powerful First Minister, for whom the New World is a hot 

political topic. The two of them eye each other carefully 

before starting a passionate, complex relationship in 

which neither one lays all their cards on the table. In 

the meantime, Paris – where the splendors of the court 

exist alongside crushing poverty – is shaken by a series 

of unsolved murders and by extremely violent political 

plots and confrontations.

In this dangerous game of freedom and desire, 

vengeance and ambition, they each risk their own lives 

and futures… and the kingdom’s as well. 

Historical Novel

A specialist in history, philosophy and political science, Denis 
Lépée has written five novels . All of which also came out in 

paperback (Pocket) and have been translated in many countries.

The Author
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Cliff Dizzy
gilles paris
April 2017 | 240 pages

On a wild and almost deserted island, Marnie, a 

sassy teen; her mother, Rose, who is unwell; and her 

grandmother, Olivia, live in a glass-and-steel house 

perched atop a cliff. Glass, the house, was built by 

Marnie’s grandfather, Aristide, who died of a heart 

attack. When the story begins, Marnie and Olivia are at 

the funeral of Luc de Mortemer, the girl’s father, who 

died in a car accident. Not far from their glass house 

live Prudence, the caretaker, and her blind daughter, 

Jane. All the men are dead; only the women are there 

to relate both the past and the present. But a teenaged 

boy, Vincy, develops a crush on Marnie and convinces 

her to come to the mainland. In this novel with multiple 

narrators, in which all the characters – including a priest, 

a doctor, a florist, a hairdresser and many more – speak 

in the first person, we soon become aware of the cracks 

in the seemingly smooth façade of the most powerful 

family on the Island. Appearances can be misleading, 

and Olivia and Marnie have a tendency to embellish the 

truth. What is the secret that binds Olivia and Aristide de 

Mortemer, who are so admired on the Island? Could one 

person know all of the family’s secrets without anyone 

realizing it?

Born in the suburbs of Paris in 1959, Gilles Paris has been 

working in communication and event-planning for over 20 years. 

His first novel, Papa et maman sont morts (Mom and Dad are Dead), 

came out in 1991. It was followed by Autobiographie d’une Courgette 

(Autobiography of a Zucchini, 2002) translated into 10 languages; Au 

pays des kangourous (In the Land of Kangaroos, 2012), 

which won several literary prizes, and L’été des lucioles 

(The Firefly Summer, 2014).

By the author of best-seller

Autobiography of a zucchini

translated into 12 languages

Best-seller

The Author

Rights already sold in Japan
Excerpts available in English
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The Night with my Wife
samuel benchetrit

27 000 COPIES SOLD!
 
Inspired by his love for Marie, this moving novel is dedicated 
to their son, Jules. Benchetrit awaited his son 18th birthday to 
unveil this terrible side of their life «without her». 

September 2016

176 pages 

For a night, the narrator is haunted by his deceased wife, 

molested to death by another man. As they converse, he 

takes her on a journey through the Parisian streets. 

While they revisit the landmarks of their love and 

heartbreaks, he summons, along intense pages, the 

wounds and joys of their tragic destiny, their marvelous 

son, and the difficulty of living without her. 

A passionate and poetical inner journey. 

A strong and evocative novel, which does not bypass 

any subject and draws up the portrait of a madly loved 

woman.

«The most intimate novel by Samuel Benchetrit yet, carried 
along by his singular pen, made of urban and though poetry»

Le Figaro Littéraire

Backlist

Rights already sold in:
Taiwan

Samuel Benchetrit is a writer, a copywriter, a producer and a 

director. His former works include Chroniques de l’asphalte, Le Coeur 

en dehors and Chien..

The Author



The Chickadee and the 
Ogress
harold cobert

7 000 COPIES SOLD! 

A race against the clock to catch a serial killer, girl rapist. 
Based on a true story, this investigation shows the incredible 
fierceness of a policeman who never gave up.

August 2016

425 pages 

June 26, 2003. « The ogre of the Ardennes », Michel 

Fourniret, is arrested in Belgium. June 22, 2004. After a 

year of questioning, his spouse, Monique Olivier - whom 

he calls his “chickadee” - unveils a significant portion 

of her husband’s criminal record, at the very moment 

when, lacking evidence, the Belgium police was about to 

release him. He is sentenced to life imprisonment, and 

Monique Olivier - accused of duplicity and of information 

witholding - is sentenced to perpetuity with 28 years of 

mandatory jail term. Diving at the heart of absolute evil, 

this fictional investigation alternates viewpoints, that of 

the police chief and of Monique

Olivier herself. For the first time, the enigma is examined: 

was she a victim or a partner in crime? Instrument or evil 

brain? Chickadee or Ogress ?

Firmly backed up by the investigation files and fueled by 

interviews with experts, it benefited from the insight of 

the police chief who led the case.

Backlist

Harold Cobert is the author of numerous novels, including Un 

hiver avec Baudelaire, L’Entrevue de Saint-Cloud (Éditions Héloïse 

d’Ormesson) and Jim  (Plon,2014) translated in many countries.

The Author





“It is not a very fragrant world, but it is the world you live in,” one of the 

masters of crime-fiction, Raymond Chandler, wrote in 1950 in The Simple Art 

of Murder. Here is what this new collection offers: an exciting escape into a 

reality that is more noir than you thought. A fictitious journey of discovery of 

a world that is darker than you would have guessed. 

Our authors are the eyewitnesses of a society that is ever tougher, more 

threatening and ore violent. Crime reveals that. Our novels will explore 

the cracks in history, politics and current events. Every layer of society will 

be sounded, every social class will confess its sins, every contemporary 

phenomenon will be dissected. Mass surveillance, the music industry, battle 

zones, reality TV, geopolitics, unemployment, sports: nothing will be out of 

bounds. 

Our credo: we believe in genre literature that sheds light on the darkest 

corners of reality. Our modus operandi: noir fiction, crime fiction, police 

procedurals, thrillers and more, all written by French or French-speaking 

authors for escapism and learning the truth at the same time. Because we’re 

sure of one thing: in order to grasp today’s world, you have to read noir.

Sang Neuf / 
Fresh Blood

A New Crime-Fiction Collection





Don’t Die with Your 
Mouth Full
odile bouhier & thierry marx

Between Paris and Tokyo, a stunning dive in the troubled waters of 

gastronomy by a master of the genre, Chef Thierry Marx.

October 2017

320 pages 

While two corpses are embarrassing the Tokyo police 

force – the victims were poisoned but the police can’t 

identify the substance – in France, a police commander 

has been put in charge of solving the murder of a rich 

Japanese businessman who was also poisoned with 

an unknown substance. Presumably unrelated crimes 

on opposite sides of the globe, and yet… Detective 

Simmeo, an art buff, works out that they are in fact 

connected through the Yakuzas. So now the Paris Police 

Force has to work with their Japanese counterparts – 

whose methods are substantially different from theirs 

– to try to catch the culprit: a female serial killer who 

uses molecular cuisine to achieve her nefarious goals… 

From Paris to Tokyo, an astonishing dive into the murky 

waters of gastronomy and science.

35

Highlight

Thierry Marx – both a well-known chef (former judge on Top 

Chef) with two stars in the Michelin guide and a voracious reader of 

crime fiction – and Odile Bouhier, an established crime-fiction 

author (best known for Le sang des bistanclaques (“Blood on the 

Looms”), Presses de la cité, St Maur paperback prize) have co-signed 

this four-handed novel with a surprising subject (murders over 

food, and not just any food, but molecular cuisine) and an equally 

surprising pair of authors.

THE  AUTHORS
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Lady Justice
marie vindy

Pugnacious Lawyer and journalist join their skills to solve cri-
minal cold cases against women...

June 2017

324 pages 

The novel’s starting point is the true story of the women 

who disappeared from the A6 highway, a case that 

remains unresolved, more than 20 years later. The book 

looks at the murders of two of the victims, Charline and 

Manon. But the focus is on their families’ despair over 

the stalled investigations. The idea of a serial killer is 

considered of course, but it’s almost too easy. What’s at 

stake, aside from solving these crimes, is the detectives’, 

the media’s and the public’s attitude towards the 

victims and their families. The victims wind up being 

seen as “fast” girls who really only got what was coming 

to them... A noir novel with a fast-paced plot, and a 

heartfelt expression of anger about violence against 

women and “everyday” male chauvinism.

Marie Vindy is a criminal-justice journalist and the author of 

several crime-fiction novels (Une femme seule (“A Woman Alone”), 

Fayard, 2012 and Chiennes (“Bitches”), La Manufacture des Livres, 

2015 among others). An unusual woman’s voice in crime fiction, 

from a well-established author with a solid reputation in that world.

THE  AUTHOR
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No Harm in Waiting
janis otsiemi
216 pages | March 2017

Jean-Marc became a policeman to revenge the assassination 
of his mother and sister in a corrupted Gabon...

Jean-Marc is a Gabonese police officer with the Libreville 

Security Force. At age 12, he lost his mother and sister 

in a traffic accident. The driver, the son of a government 

minister at the time, was neither investigated nor 

prosecuted. Jean-Marc became a policeman because 

of that. Fed up with the corruption at the criminal-

investigation department, and of all the murder, rape 

and disappearances, he asked to be transferred to 

Libreville’s force... Not that it’s any less corrupt, but 

it provides better cover for the revenge he is plotting, 

and that gets him out of bed in the morning. Every 

evening, he stops in front of the villa of the man who 

killed his mother and his sister, awaiting the day when 

he will swoop down on him like a bird of prey. Until that 

day of ultimate revenge arrives, he cleans the streets 

of Libreville of thugs, rapists, corrupt politicians and 

Rwandese genocide perpetrators in hiding...

Janis Otsiemi is a acclaimed Gabonese author by 

critics of major medias: 

“the writer who is making babies with the French language”, 

Libération 

“the emergence of gender fiction in Africa,” Marianne

 “fireworks,” Le Point

“delectable, inventive writing; urban poetry that examines 

Gabonese society,” Le Monde

 “the king of Gabonese crime fiction,” Etonnants Voyageurs Festival
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A Flash of Heroism
cédric fabre

Marseille. Nowadays.
Strange battles occur on the sidelines of political meetings. 
Destabilization attempts or new kinds of demonstrations?

 April 2017

306 pages 

Welcome to Marseille, where something strange is 

happening. Every time an elected official tries to make 

a speech, a horde of activists prevents it by starting a 

brawl. These «fighting-flashmobs» want to denounce 

the politicians’ hypocrisy. Several men are pulling the 

strings on these happenings, and their lives and reasons 

for doing so are actually quite different. A very up-to-

date theme for a novel as edgy as a slap in the face… 

With this book, Fabre offers readers a modern 

contemporary French version of Fight Club. Noir that 

makes you think, that asks questions about the state 

of the world – and our political systems – today, and 

that also points out the worst, darkest aspects of the 

omnipresent media.

Cédric Fabre, journalist, has written several crime-fiction 

novels, including Marseille’s Burning (La Manufacture). He recently 

edited the Marseille Noir anthology (Asphalte éditions).
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PI 37
mathieu neu

What if the government decided to give us a mark according to our 

everyday life behaviour?

May 2017

342 pages 

Paul, a political cartoonist, meets Claire at a costume 

party where everyone is wearing masks. She won’t let 

him see her face, but she peppers him with questions, 

then disappears. Intrigued, he tries to track her down, 

and winds up entangled in a stupefying investigation of 

a gruesome world he never would have believed existed. 

He gradually comes to see that the world he lives in is 

not what it used to be. Every single person is being spied 

upon… by a government engaged in mass surveillance 

hiding behind the guise of a democracy that only wants 

the best and the safest for its citizens. They have even 

stablished a Personality Index (the eponymous PI). The 

lower it is, the more rebellious you are believed to be. 

And Paul’s PI 37 isn’t very high...

Mathieu Neu, 35, is a free-lance journalist specialized in 

economics and new technologies. IDP 37 is his first novel.

THE  AUTHOR
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non fiction





in 1852, Henri Plon and his two brothers founded éditions Plon, and were 

awarded the title of Imprimeur de l’Empereur (Emperor’s publisher). 

They published the correspondence of Louis XIII, Marie Antoinette and 

Napoleon I.

PLON is a leader in France in the field of the political, economy and societal 

documents. Its prestigious collections count authors such as Claude Lévi-

Strauss or Simone Weil, and the works of several French Presidents such as 

the General de Gaulle, Georges Pompidou, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing or 

François Mitterrand, as well as titles from women around them, Claude 

Pompidou, Bernadette Chirac and more recently, Geneviève De Gaulle-

Anthonioz. PLON belongs to Editis—the 2nd publishing company in 

France—and to the Spanish group Planeta.

Plon’s non fiction is very famous for the notoriety of most of its authors : 

Luc Ferry, Frederic Lenoir, Etienne Klein, Pierre Gilles de Gennes and 

more recently, Raphaël Enthoven, Marc Dugain, Anne Fulda, Elisabeth 

Roudinesco.

Editions Plon
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Emmanuel Macron: Such 
a Perfect Young Man
anne fulda                                         70.000 CoPIES SoLD!
Emmanuel Macron comes across as the perfect son, a choir-boy, a metrosexual 

candidate who doesn’t swagger like the alpha males who still dominate the 

French political landscape. He is the pet cause of Parisian high society, but he 

knows how to talk to underprivileged youth. He gets on the nerves of many on 

his own side while surfing on a wave of popularity that no one saw coming.

April 2017

216 pages

Best-seller!

Emmanuel Macron is a small-town boy from the north of 

France who went to ENA, France’s top school for future 

civil servants, but who dreamed of ENS, France’s top 

school, full stop. A prodigal son of Rothschild Bank, he 

was appointed Deputy Secretary-General at the Elysée 

Palace in 2012, then Minister of the Economy. Little by 

little, he started to believe in his own chances. 

Macron is a child of the system who wants to shake the 

system up. Who wants to break the codes while his own 

voice sometimes breaks; who plays at transgressing 

and contradicting – in appearance at least – beautifully, 

who wants to “unlock” French society, by encouraging 

greater mobility and movement. A revolutionary in short 

pants who coaxes and cajoles the media like a true artist. 

Macron clearly knows how to make the best of the spirit 

of the times and to benefit from the global rejection of 

politics as usual.

This unrepentant seducer has always searched for 

support and comfort in the eyes of others: from the stage 

of his high school in Amiens, where he acted in front of 

his French teacher, to the convention center, where, in 

December 2016, he held the first rally of his presidential 

campaign – still in front of his French teacher Brgitte, 

who has since become his wife.

Because behind Macron the transgressive, there is – 

fairly typically – a woman, Brigitte Macron. A woman 

who is 24 years older than he, a woman who stood up 

to the nasty looks and comments from the bourgeoisie 

of Amiens to follow him to Paris. And who decided to do 

everything in her power to aid him in his march to power.

Rights already sold in 9 countries:
China, Taiwan, Germany, Spain, NL, Sewden,

Vietnam, Liban, Japan

Anne Fulda is a reporter for Le Figaro, where she is also in 

charge of the “Portraits” column. Her previous books are: Un 

président très entouré (“A President with a Very Close Circle” 

Grasset), François Baroin, le faux discret (“François Barrin, the Falsely 

Discreet” JC Lattès) and Portraits de femmes (“Portraits of Women” 

Plon).

The Author



The Transhumanism   
Revolution
luc ferry

50.000 CoPIES SoLD!
Enabling the reader to understand and become aware of 
the exact nature of the economic, scientific and medical 
revolutions currently underway, as well as the ethical, spiritual 
and metaphysical changes that they induce. 

April 2016

288 pages

The transhumanist revolution is not science fiction: 

biotechnology is already able to modify our species in 

a potentially irreversible way, as it has done for many 

years to “GMO” corn , rice and wheat.

In this context, a new ideology has developed in the 

United States, with its prophets and experts, named 

“transhumanism”. It is a powerful movement supported 

by companies such as Google, and it has its own research 

centers, as prestigious as they are financially successful.

The same is true of the new technologies – 

nanotechnology, processing of “big data” circulating 

on the internet, biotechnology, robotics and artificial 

intelligence.

Regarding this revolution, our watchword must be 

“regulation”, in order to set limits that are intelligent 

and judicious, if we can. These technologies have two 

characteristics that allow them to easily evade ordinary 

democratic processes: they develop at breakneck 

speed and understanding them is extremely difficult, 

mastering them even more so. Not only is the scientific 

and theoretical knowledge required to grasp them far 

beyond the limited reach of political and public opinion, 

but the economic power behind them is huge, not to say 

excessive.

Philosopher, former Minister of Education, Luc Ferry is the 

author of numerous bestsellers, including (published by Plon) 

Apprendre à vivre (Learning to Live), 2006; La sagesse des mythes 

(The wisdom of myths), 2008; La révolution de l’amour (The 

revolution of love), 2010; and L’innovation destructrice (Destructive 

innovation), 2014.
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The digital revolution, triggered  by the Internet, led to 

the advent of monstrous entities, the Big Data: Google, 

Amazon, Apple, Facebook data  empires which gather  

zillions of data  reports  daily and share them with the 

American intelligence services.

Soon, the association between the Big Data and 

intelligence services will be more powerful than all 

countries of the world collectively. This supremacy  of 

data will sound  the death  knell for each individual’s

privacy. Yet, there is no escaping  this downward spiral.

Marc Dugain, famous French novelist, built his essay like 

a thriller, guided by Christophe Labbé, a specialist in Big 

Data. 

An amazing journey in this world that we must no longer 

ignore.

Best-seller!

Marc Dugain is a novelist, who has built, since 1999, an acclaimed body of work and won numerous 

literary awards. His works are tremendously successful, both in France and abroad. His novel Une exécution 

ordinaire sold more than

80.000 copies, while Avenue des géants and L’Emprise both sold more than 60.000 copies. He is also a director 

and screenwriter, and produced documentaries: on the wreck of the submarine Koursk and

on the crash of the MH 370.

Christophe Labbé is Director of investigation reporting at the weekly magazine Le Point. He is an 

expert on intelligence services, police and security issues. He is the author of Place Beauvau and L’espion du 

Président.

The Authors

Man, Naked
marc dugain & christophe labbé

75.000 CoPIES SoLD!

orwell’s 1984 depicted a violent dictatorship. If not as brutal, 
the advent of a world ruled by Big Data in the next few decades 
will be no less ominous.  The demise of Greek philosophy  is 
coming,  and with it the end of an era for humanity.

April 2016

208 pages

Rights already sold in:
China, Taiwan, Italy, Japan



Dictionary of Religions
mircea eliade & ioan peter couliano

40.000 CoPIES SoLD!

A new edition of THE reference on the subject, by renowned 
religious historian Mircea Eliade.

october 2016

368 pages
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When he finished his monumental History of Religious 

Ideas, Mircea Eliade wanted to synthesize the work 

of a lifetime devoted to religious history into a single 

volume. Unable to complete the undertaking on his 

own, he requested the help of Ioan P. Couliano, professor 

of History of Religions at the University of Chicago, in 

bringing the vast enterprise to its conclusion.

This dictionary is the fruit of that phenomenal task. 

Not only does it contain essential articles about various 

religions around the world, it also includes a series of 

informative entries about the founders of religions, 

prophets, holy books, and various spiritual currents that 

have marked humanity’s religious history. This is THE 

reference in the field.

Born in Bucharest en 1907, Mircea Eliade lived in India from 1928 to 1932, and taught philosophy at the 

University of Bucharest from 1933 to 1940. A cultural attaché, first in London, then in Lisbon, he later taught 

at France’s prestigious Ecole des Hautes Etudes (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences), where 

he began writing his books about comparative religious history directly in French. After having taught at the 

Sorbonne and other European universities, he went on to be Chair of the History of Religions in the University 

of Chicago Divinity School from 1957 to his death, in 1986.

Born in Rumania in 1950, Ioan P. Couliano studied at the University of Bucharest and then at Sacred 

Heart University in Milan, where he worked with Ugo Bianchi. In 1975, he started doing post-doctoral 

work with Mircea Eliade at the University of Chicago, then taught at the University of Groningen, in the 

Netherlands, before being becoming a professor in the University of Chicago Divinity School. He died in 1991.

The Authors

Best-seller!
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Unpublished, Private & 
Unexpected Vatican
caroline pigozzi & giovanni maria vian

A photographic journey through the Vatican’s secret, 
unpublished archives: an exceptional opportunity to go behind 
the scenes, to stroll through the surprising lives of all the Popes 
since the mid 19th century. 
300 pictures | october 2017 | 324 pages

Texts available in Italian

Pairing the commentary of Paris Match’s Vatican 
expert, Caroline Pigozzi who has been writing 
about this unique world for over 20 years, with the 
experience and broad perspective of the director 
of L’Osservatore Romano, Giovanni Maria Vian, 
the Pope’s prestigious daily paper, which is now 
published in eight languages, we penetrate deep 
into the core of the Vatican.
As both authors have the rare privilege of traveling 
in the Pope’s private plane, they also allow us to 

enter that holy enclave in Saint Peter’s shadow.
The 300 rare and unexpected photos that make 
up this book were chosen one by one from among 
thousands of images by the keen eye of Marc 
Brincourt, photo editor-in-chief for Paris Match.
These extraordinary archives also compose a 
history of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Successors of Pierre, each of whom is nothing like 
the next! 

Event!

Caroline Pigozzi, reporter for Paris Match, has written several best-sellers, which have been translated 

into eight languages (The Private John-Paul, The Red Robes, Indiscreet Vatican, A Man…). Winner of the 

Vermillion Medal from the Académie Française, she also hosts a religious program on Europe 1.

Giovanni Maria Vian, an Italian academic, is a philologist and a historian known for his many books 

on the history of Christianity. As THE authoritative journalist on the subject, he has been the director of the 

Pope’s daily newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, since 2007

The Authors
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Faced with ISIS, I Chose 
Insubordination
mohamed sifaoui
Mohamed Sifaoui has a long record of fighting against 
ISIS, jihadists and extremists of all stripes. Despite having 
received death threats, in the name of his values, he intends 
to continue the struggle. 

August 2017

440 pages

Everyone remembers where they were and what they 

were doing or perhaps even saying on September 11, 

2001; and on January 7 and November 13, 2015, when 

the attacks on Charlie Hebdo, the Bataclan theater and 

elsewhere took place.

Those attacks inspired Mohamed Sifaoui, a journalist 

who has focused on Islamic terrorism for almost 30 

years, to relate his own experience: his path as an 

involved citizen and politically committed journalist; 

his role in civil society, where he rubs shoulders with 

political Islam, and his struggles since the period when 

he narrowly escaped death in a series of Islamist terrorist 

attacks in Algeria.

A man of conviction, he has always refused either to 

cheat or to hide his ideas. Over the years, his stance 

has led to criticism, controversy and death threats. In 

this political, personal and autobiographical essay, he 

describes his political commitments and struggles, and 

the dangers he faces. From his experience in Algeria 

during the dark years of the GIA (Armed Islamic Group) 

to his struggles in France to defend the principle of 

secular democracy and to fight radical Islamism and 

its extremist off-shoots, his battles against Islamism’s 

“useful idiots” (certain intellectual and politicians) and 

his stance against the far right, the conspiracy theorists 

who promote the idea of a “great replacement”. 

Mohamed Sifaoui, 50, is the author of: La France malade de l’islamisme, menaces terroriste sur 

l’hexagone, (“France Is Suffering from Islamism: Terrorist Threats on the Hexagon” 2002 Cherche midi), 

Mes frères assassins, comment j’ai infiltré une cellule d’Al Qaïda (My Brother Assassins: How I Infiltrated an 

Al-Qaeda Cell”) – almost 25,000 copies sold (GFK) (2003 Cherche midi), Sur les traces de Ben Laden, (“On 

Ben Laden’s Trail” 2003 Cherche midi), Combattre le terrorisme islamiste, (“Fighting Islamist Terrorism” 2007 

Grasset), Ben Laden dévoilé (“Ben Laden Unveiled” 2010 Editions 12 Bis), Pourquoi l’islamisme séduit-il ? 

(“What Makes Islamism So Appealing?” 2010, Armand Colin), Mon frère ce terroriste (“My Terrorist Brother”) 

with Abdelghani Merah (nearly 20,000 copies sold (GFK), 

(2012 Calmann-Levy).

The Author

Testimony

Mohamed Sifaoui lives hidden in secret places, like Salman Rushdie...
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They killed my Husband 
in Homs
emilie blachère
She was 29 years old when the man she loved lost his life in Syria. Assassinated 

in Homs while he was doing his job as a press photographer. Rémi ochlik, her 

true love, died – along with another journalist, Marie Colvin, reporter for the 

Sunday Times – when an artillery shell exploded where they were staying on 

February 22, 2012. Emilie Blachère recounts that painful episode for the first 

time, shining a spotlight on the honorable men and women who investigate 

modern-day mass executioners.

october 2017 | 288 pages

Emilie Blachère describes devastation, the stunning 

“blast” of revelation and death, the tidal wave of sorrow 

and remembrance of shared moments. Life as it was 

before. But she doesn’t get bogged down in mourning.

She, too, is a reporter. And so it is through the tools of 

her trade – investigation, tenacity and intuition – that 

she learns about the “proof hunters,” the investigators 

of every nationality who make it their duty to collect 

evidence against assassins. So that the executioners of 

Damascus, Mosul, Palmyra and Aleppo can be brought 

to trial at the International Tribunal.

One of these modern agents of justice knocks on her 

door one morning: he has proof that the shell that hit 

the house in Homs wasn’t fired at random. And so begins 

a search for truth and justice that will lead Emilie in the 

footsteps of her lost love - to Lebanon and Iraq – but also 

to unmarked apartments in the western capitals, where 

international investigators compile the evidence.

As a posthumous tribute to Ochlik and to all the 

“innocent victims” of Middle Eastern wars, she focuses, 

not on the torturers and murderers  but on the honorable 

men and women who, in order not to let those crimes go 

unpunished, risk their lives to comb meticulously through 

the evidence that will enable the courts to identify the 

guilty parties. “Justice isn’t meant to help the victims, 

it’s meant to judge and convict the criminals,” one of her 

interviewees explains. 

Over the course of her insightful and fascinating 

investigation, the young woman will realize that, with 

enough determination, “flowers can grow on dead 

bodies.” 

Testimony

Since 2007, Emilie Blachère, 34, journalist for Paris Match, has been covering hotspots and complex 

topics in the news: jihadist networks in Europe, the endless ordeal of Syrian refugees on the borders of 

Jordan and Turkey, child-soldiers in the DRC and child-miners in Donbass, Ukraine (a report for which she 

received an Italian International Press Award, the Luchetta of the printed press). Une fleur sur les cadavres is 

her first book.

The Author
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The Reasons why I 
decided to have 13 Children
marielle blanchier

In this book, Marielle Blanchier reveals the spiritual journey that led her 

to become the mother of 13 children. A graduate of ESSEC, raised in a 

not particularly religious family, at the age of 30, she did some serious 

soul-searching, undergoing a veritable “conversion”: from then on, she 

would express her faith by giving life. 

September 2017

288 pages

A practicing Catholic and graduate of ESSEC who 

worked for a German pharmaceutical company for 

two years, Marielle lived and traveled overseas before 

settling with her loving husband and their five energetic 

children. She “had it all,” everything most people want, 

but she still felt like some other “all” was missing from 

her life. Thus began a period of soul-searching. She 

underwent a conversion and, without changing anything 

about her daily life, except the number of children in it, 

“everything” would change: a sense of conviction grew 

in her, and the Word rang out.

This journey of spiritual discovery, carried out by giving 

birth, led her to offer up her own life, to her own rebirth. 

Over the course of the days, the joys and sorrows, the 

obstacles, the battles won and the doubts, she gradually 

comes to feel inhabited by the certainty that going it 

alone makes the adventure unreasonable and humanly 

impossible: she learns to trust in God and to find strength 

in the sacraments.

She shares her thought process, which had nothing to do 

with religious pressure, and responds to the assumption 

that associates large families with traditional or 

extremely conservative Catholicism.

Marielle Blanchier has 13 children. A graduate of ESSEC, she is the author of Et ils eurent beaucoup 

d’enfants (“They Got Married and Had Lots of Children” Les Arènes, 2013).

The Author

Testimony
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once, I Was a Little 
Boy…
galia

Shemale Queen of the Parisian night scene, Galia, used to be 
a man. She recounts her childhood… as an atypical little boy.

November 2017

252 pages

“What’s your name?”

“Dominique!”

“How old are you?”

“Seven.”

“You’re a very pretty little girl, Dominique.”

“Yes, but Granny doesn’t want that.”

“Doesn’t want that? What doesn’t she want?”

“She says I’m not a girl.”

That, in a nutshell, was the problem for Dominique, 

whose half-Italian, half-Corsican mother had had him 

with a father from the islands where ylang-ylang and 

vanilla scent the morning air.

It was in Marseille in the 1950s that Dominique first saw 

the light of day, and acquired the nickname Domino 

shortly thereafter. Why? Maybe it’s because of the 

combination of black and white, but mostly just as a 

short form of that newly trendy unisex first name.

It must be said that the little boy with the delicate 

features and an unheard-of penchant for the ruffles and 

flounces of his mother’s clothes, was the ugly duckling of 

Marseille’s Panier neighborhood, where nobody else had 

café au lait skin, and where men were taciturn and virile, 

and women made the most of their feminine charms.

Domino chose sides. He didn’t like the company of boys, 

their roughhousing and constant playground fights. 

He preferred girls’ sensitivity and gentler games. Hop-

scotch and playing shop-keeper were more his cup of 

tea. He felt at home in that feminine world. His world.

He knew in his heart that he was a girl, and sometimes 

other people believed it too. And he knew that, just like 

in the fairy tale, one day the Ugly Duckling would turn 

into a stunning creature. Best of all, Mrs. Scorati, his 

delightful school-teacher, had just informed him that 

there was such a thing as black swans.” Galia

Testimony

Once upon a time… Galia was the Queen of the Parisian night scene. Once I Was A Little Boy is her first 

book.

The Author
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I’m the Head of the 
Tour de France
christian pruhomme & jean-paul ollivier

In 2017, Christian Prudhomme is celebrating 10 years as the head 
of the Tour de France. He offers fans a peek behind the scenes, 
sharing his unique point of view about all sorts of anecdotes – 
some well known, others that had been secrets until now.

June 2017 

225 pages

“I’m going to wave the starting flag for the Tour de 

France. What a heady feeling! But I refuse to give in to 

sentimentalism; what I feel is a sort of defensive lucidity. 

It’s hard to believe this is really happening. Everything 

I’ve ever loved until now has come together into a single 

passion for the Tour de France. We’re in London in this 

month of July, 2007.

The time has come. I can’t stop rolling and unrolling my 

flag, standing in the car. It’s becoming an obsession. I’m 

on top of the world. The Tour is under my command.

Suddenly, the Tour flag is snapping in the wind coming 

off the plain. The flag is little, I’m tempted to say tiny, 

but to me, it seems like a magnificent, gigantic banner. I 

have never waved my arm with such a wide movement. 

The feeling is out of this world.

I dive, as if under water, back down into the director’s 

car, masterfully driven by the former racer and two-time 

French time-trial champion Gilles Maignan.

The peloton is picking up speed, gluttonously chewing 

up its new horizons. The tranquil charm of the green 

English dales is not what this long, colorful conga line 

is looking for. The 94th annual Tour has got off to a fast 

start… I would hate for anything bad to happen. From 

time to time I have moments of absence, though no 

rebellion; very soon, my fighting spirit comes back. I fail 

the test, but for only a few seconds at a time… I don’t 

think I will ever get over the the Tour de France.

It was Sunday, July 8, 2007.”  Christian Prudhomme

In 2017, the former sports reporter Christian Prudhomme (La Cinq, “Stade 2” on France 2, L’Equipe TV, 

Europe 1) will be celebrating his tenth year as Director of the Tour de France.

Jean-Paul Ollivier, a sports reporter specialized in bike racing, was France 2’s “voice” and historian of 

the Tour for many years. He has written several books about the Tour de France.

The Authors

Sports
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For Art’s Sake
alain pompidou & césar armand

Alain Pompidou is former President Pompidou’s son. His 
insatiable curiosity, shared even beyond the President’s 
death, was doubly animated by a love of art. A new point of 
view on the Pompidous, filled with previously unpublished 
reminiscences from Madeleine Malraux, Maïa Paulin, Pierre 
Soulages and more.

November 2017

As early as 1948, the Pompidous acquired their 

first abstract painting, by a then little-known artist: 

Chapoval. This work, as well as a first edition of Max 

Ernst’s La femme 100 tête, purchased in 1929 by Georges 

Pompidou when he was still a student, have been kept 

by Alain and are presented in this book.

In 1950, close, sustained encounters with André Malraux 

stimulated their interest in sacred art. The Pompidous’ 

collection was built in close collaboration with 

contemporary artists.  

Many visitors were surprised to see a Soulages hanging 

in the Prime Minister’s office as early as 1962, while 

his private apartment at Matignon flaunted works by 

Nicolas de Staël and Max Ernst.

Then in 1969, at the Élysée Palace, the President and his 

wife, Claude, put Pierre Paulin and Yaakov Agam in charge 

of renovating and decorating their private apartment, as 

well as the President’s retreat at Brégançon Fort.

Their own apartment on the Ile Saint Louis gradually 

turned into a veritable private museum: Claude 

welcomed a great number of leading figures from the 

world of artistic creation, and they did not forget her 

welcome…

Starting in the early 60s, the couple had the idea of a 

major, multidisciplinary center for contemporary art 

that would be located in the center of Paris, to make it 

easily accessible for everyone. After a long, hard-fought 

process, during which both of them demonstrated great 

determination, the projected Beaubourg Centre was 

officially inaugurated as the Georges Pompidou Centre 

three years after his death.

This book, enhanced with numerous illustrations, relates 

a lively itinerary composed of enlightening experiences 

shared with fascinating figures.

Alain Pompidou is an emeritus professor of medical biology: He develops and markets his own patents 

in the field of diagnosis. Since the publication of his father’s correspondence and a book about his mother, 

he has devoted his time to the family archives. Aside from his loved ones, his greatest passion is for art in all 

forms. 

César Armand, a young political journalist, is an art buff.

The Authors

Art
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Nepalese People
rémi bordes

Travel writing combined with an ethnographer’s research 
into Nepalese traditions and lifestyles. Discovering the rites, 
poems and sagas that lead us to the heart of a little-known 
oral culture. 

october 2017

304 pages

“I entered Nepal somewhat randomly the first time, 

not really knowing what I would look for. Which was 

lucky, because you can find a bit of everything there. 

The population that lives there reflects the diversity of 

this country with a profusion of languages and rites, and 

lifestyles can diverge in every particular. You can meet 

both the last remnants of a nomadic people living as 

they have since time immemorial, and a cosmopolitan 

bourgeoisie that’s always between planes, while the 

majority of the population still goes barefoot.

These lush paradoxes are rooted in ancient customs that 

thwart the modern world’s references and expectations. 

While they may be deactivated by contemporary life, all 

it takes is a celebration or an ancestor to be reminded 

of them. 

Alongside that, it’s impossible to have electric current 

more than four hours a day. Disorganization reigns, 

national institutions tend to hinder progress; wherever 

you go, you notice a tendency to let things slide, a state 

of abandon marked by the whims of fate…

I have spent many stretches of time in the villages in 

the west of the country, ears attuned to traditions and 

rites. Most importantly, I gathered sagas – stories from a 

distant past, still recited by a caste of narrator-musicians.

Thus the world this book bears witness to is both a place 

of a certain permanence as well as one were the first 

ripples of the rising tide are starting to be felt. These 

stories are on the cusp between those two moments, 

the last instants of a society that’s starting to crack 

open.” Rémi Bordes

Ethnology

The Author

Rémi Bordes is a lecturer specialized in the language and literatures of Nepal at the INALCO, where he is 

responsible of the Nepali section and coordinates the lectures on "High Asia" civilization. He also teaches 

ethnology and anthropology at the University of Bordeaux.
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My Life in Syria
fayza d. & djénane kareh tager

The first personal account of a young, 19-year-old Syrian, in the 
heart of the inferno that is the Assad regime. In her poignant 
description, Fayza plunges the reader into recent Syrian history, 
elbow to elbow with a people who have been trampled on and 
forced into the status of refugees.  Not once does she give up the 
struggle.

180 pages

“I am 19 years old, and I feel as though I have lived a 

thousand lives. My current life will no doubt end in a 

few days.  I will go to roam over the vast expanse of the 

Bekaa plane I can see beneath my window, Mohamed 

will find us a tent for shelter.  I will join my family, who 

crowd together under a burning sun.  I’ll get used to it.  

One always gets used to everything, as long as one is still 

alive.  I am fighting to stay alive….”        

Fayza was born in Zabadani, a small town about sixty 

kilometers from Damascus. As a child, she studied «the 

principles of Baas» at school and witnessed the atrocities 

the regime of the Assads committed against her people.  

She took to the street with the first demonstrations, 

demanding justice for Deraa and freedom for all.  She 

saw her father, a minor civil servant guilty of nothing, 

return from prison broken by torture, transformed into 

a domestic tyrant who threatened her with a crime of 

honor.  She listened as her fiancé told her of nightmarish 

visions in the same prisons.  She fled when her city was 

razed by the Syrian army. Like two million Syrians, 

she was compelled to take to the road when her world 

collapsed.      

                                   

Today, Fayza lives in Lebanon. One day, she says, she 

will be a doctor. That is, if she survives.           

Fayza, 19, fled Syria and lives today in Lebanon.        

           

In 2010, Djénane Kareh Tager’s Sous mon niqab, a previous first-hand account, was published. It sold 

35.000 copies 

The Authors

Rights already sold in:
Turkey, Poland, the Netherlands

Document
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Beneath my Niqab
zeina & djénane kareth tager

35.000 CoPIES SoLD!

The exceptional and moving narrative of a young French 
Muslim who has lived in fear since the day she decided to 
throw off her full veil.

148 pages

She was born in the suburbs of a French city into a very 

religious Muslim family that married her off as soon as 

she reached majority.  At her husband’s request, she 

wore a veil that, over the months, was accompanied 

first by black socks, then gloves.  Then, one morning, 

it became a full veil that dissimulated her entire body, 

leaving only a slit for her eyes.  Her husband’s irrefutable 

argument to convince her consisted of blows that bruised 

her body.  Zeina took the veil against her will, but with 

the enthused approval of her family and her entourage, 

happy to see her become a “perfect woman”, a “pure 

one”, a “symbol of Islam” who had earned the respect 

of the entire community.  Cut off from the outside world, 

leaving her home only to accompany her child to and 

from school, forced to read Islamist tracts that vomited 

hatred of women, she observed, “It is a prison that closes 

around one, as though in a nightmare.  I was all alone, no 

one knew what I was going through inside.  But I think 

there was nothing left inside me, I could no longer react.”

Until the day she said no and ripped off her niqab to 

dress the way she always had, in jeans, with her hair 

uncovered.  Since then she has earned first the contempt 

of those close to her, and then rejection, hatred, 

and physical threats.  She lives in terror and speaks 

anonymously.  With her, we penetrate into a counter-

society in a fundamentalist universe that is developing 

in the urban suburbs of the western world, a place where 

one is taught hatred of the other, the Jew, the Christian, 

and, especially, “the bad Muslim”. 

Zeina is a young French woman who was born into a Muslim family in the Paris suburbs.  She had the 

strength to throw off the full veil, denounce the violence, and leave her husband.  She risks her life in telling 

this story.

Djenane Kareh Tager is a former editor in chief at Le Monde des religions and at France 24.  She has 

written several books on religion as well as a book of interviews with Edgar Morin (Mon chemin, Fayard, 

2008).  She is the co-author, with Lubna Ahmad al-Hussein, of 40 coups de fouet pour un pantalon (Plon, 

2009).

The Authors

Document

Rights already sold in:
Italy
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of Robots and Men
laurence devillers

Robots fascinate us, while at the same time crystalizing our fears 
of someday being dominated or even replaced by them. Their 
irruption into our lives requires some ethical considerations. 

February 2017

288 pages

In robotics, perhaps more than any other field, science 

fiction has preceded science: in 2012, the TV series 

Real Humans featured humanoid robots in a family 

setting. Robots fascinate us, while at the same time 

crystalizing our fears of someday being dominated 

or even replaced by them. Our fears are fed by myths, 

fantasies and fiction, but above all, by a fundamental 

misunderstanding of technological advances. Most 

people don’t grasp the difference between recent 

progress in Artificial Intelligence and the complexity of 

a socially intelligent robot. Unfortunately, those fears, 

which are stoked by the media and the transhumanists, 

hide a far more pragmatic reality: the need to prepare 

society for robots’ arrival.

Establishing a social and affective relationship with 

machines is no longer science fiction.Robots will live in 

our homes and share our lives. Since our capacity for 

empathy could lead us to delude ourselves about robots’ 

true capacities, their irruption in our lives requires 

profound ethical reflection. If robots can learn on their 

own, like children do, then we would be well-advised to 

program them with moral values and rules about life in 

society, and to control their learning

Based on her expertise in human-machine interaction 

and emotional and ethical computing Laurence Devillers 

suggests extending Asimov’s Three Laws with 10 ethical 

“commandments” for faithful robots. The idea is above 

all to provoke debate about robots and their role in 

society, particularly in the fields of health, well-being 

and education.

Science / Society

Rights already sold in:
Japan

Laurence Devillers teaches computer science at the University of Paris-Sorbonne. Her research 

focuses essentially on human-machine interaction, detecting emotion, oral dialogue, ethics and robotics. 

She contributed to writing the recent “Ethics for Robotics Research” report and is currently part of a working 

group on “Machine Learning and Ethics.” She is a frequent contributor to the press.

The Author
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30 Tales that Made   
Modern Medicine
jean-noel fabiani

From ancient medicine to the first heart transplant, Dr. 
Jean-Noël Fabiani tells 30 tales that led to some of the most 
important discoveries in the history of medicine.

April 2017

432 pages

Surgeons often forget that they owe their profession 

to a certain Félix, a barber by trade, who, in 1686, was 

called in as a last resort by desperate doctors, and who 

managed to cure Louis XIV anal fistula. At Félix’s request, 

the sovereign decreed that henceforth, surgery would 

be recognized as a profession in its own right.

Nowadays everyone knows that washing your hands is 

the simplest way to avoid spreading disease, right? Yet 

in 1850, Ignace Semmelweis was roundly derided for 

begging his fellow doctors to respect that most basic 

principle of hygiene in order to stem the epidemic of 

deaths from child-bed fever that was decimating the 

young women giving birth. 

Many other fascinating, real-life characters appear 

in the sprawling saga told in this book: Horace Wells, 

who discovered anesthesia but wound up committing 

suicide in jail, slitting his own femoral artery painlessly, 

thanks to chloroform; Baron Larrey, who performed 

amputations on wounded soldiers throughout the night 

following the Battle of Eylau; and good old Hippocrates 

who was inspired by Socrates’ last words when writing 

his Oath, which doctors around the world still recite, two 

millennia later…

This book is an invitation to a grand tour of the history 

of medicine.

Dr. Jean-Noël Fabiani is the head of the cardio-vascular surgery department at Georges Pompidou 

European Hospital, in Paris. In addition, he teaches medicine at University Paris-Descartes, where, for 10 

years, he was in charge of teaching the history of medicine. He is also one of the “French doctors” who has 

performed surgery in Africa in extremely difficult conditions.

The Author

Science / History

Rights already sold in:
Turkey
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Mythology of Trees
jacques brosse

50.000 CoPIES SoLD!

First published in 1989, this essay became a best seller 
now sold at more than 50.000 copies and is translated in 4 
languages (Korean, German, Italian & Japanese)
A more than ever relevant and necessary book to understand 
the great mystery and role of trees in our nowadays world.

In the past, trees played an important part 
in men’s lives. Protectors, supplying almost 
all their needs, trees were considered as 
manifestations of the presence of gods on 
earth, to the extent that each of them had 
been attributed a particular essence. 
This abounding book, full of beautiful 
forgotten stories, gathers our beliefs about 

the trees, but also the traditional knowledge 
of the civilizations from which we are born, 
whether Egyptian, Semitic, Cretan, Greek, 
Latin, Germanic or Celtic. At the same time, 
it restores to us the keys to an ordering of the 
universe that made man fit nature and can 
today serve as an example. 

Science / Ecology

Jacques Brosse, naturalist, philosopher and Buddhist monk, received in 1987 the prize of 

literature of the French Academy for the whole of his work.

The Author



The Greatest Scientists and God
october 2017 | 330 pages

From Galileo to Stephen Hawkins via Descartes, Newton, Einstein, and 
others, portraits of the greatest scientists in history through the prism of 
their relationship with God and how their faith affected their work. With 
this question as a connecting theme: how can scientists believe in God?

A philosopher of science, with degrees in economics, management, 
philosophy, mathematics, computer science and paleontology, Jean 

Staune teaches in HEC group’s MBA program and is an expert consultant 
for the Association for Progress in Management. He is the author of several 
books, including the best-selling Notre existence a-t-elle un sens ? (“Do Our 
Lives Have Meaning?”, Presses de la Renaissance, 2007). His most recent 
book prior to this one: Les clés du futur (“Keys to the Future,” Plon, 2015).
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Science / Religion

The Keys to the Future
May 2015 | 720 pages

10.000 CoPIES SoLD!
The successive crises occurring today have a significance that few of our contemporaries 

have grasped:  they show we are in a process of change comparable to the transition 

from the Middle Ages to modernity. The economy, business, politics, science and 

religion have been, are, and will continue to be profoundly transformed by a movement 

affecting society as a whole, and leading to a post-modernity whose outlines are only 

just beginning to emerge.

With a concern for synthesis and simplicity, Jean Staune reveals the often-overlooked

links between a series of revolutions that are changing the way we live, work and think as well as affecting our 

environment. He provides us with all the guidelines we need to navigate through the turbulence of the present and to 

make the most of the opportunities that such changes will inevitably generate.

The result of fifteen years of research and discussion with hundreds of leading experts in the fields of economics, 

politics, science, business and religion, this book is essential for understanding the world of today and preparing for 

the future.

Also  author of best-seller 

Does Existence have Meaning?, published in 2006.

35.000 copies sold
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The Power of Fascination
jacques h. paget

Who hasn’t dreamt, at least once in their lives, of having a 
magic wand, potion or power that would make everyone 
they deal with become fascinated by who they are or what 
they have to say? 

June 2017

288 pages

The question, “How can you fascinate people?” has 

rarely been addressed explicitly.

Many people assume that it is a power reserved for 

those who have an innate gift, talent or inclination for 

it – or for evil people whose goal is to manipulate others. 

Since the impression that you’re being manipulated is 

generally an upsetting one, psychological manipulation, 

which has become a popular topic, is usually examined 

in terms of its essentially harmful consequences.

In that context, it seems useful to better examine and 

understand the mechanisms that lead some individuals 

to become fascinated, whether in doing good or in 

ideologies that incite people to destroy themselves and 

others.

A better understanding of the foundations of fascination 

can enable us to protect ourselves, if by chance anyone 

is trying to indoctrinate us. That’s the first benefit.

The second, no less positive one: considering the wide 

range of situations in which it can be helpful to present 

oneself well, knowing how to have a positive influence, 

increase your charms and be more attractive is no small 

thing.

Is there not some mystery that, if we understood it 

better, could help us to develop our magnetism, our 

impact when we wish to seduce or attract or make what 

we have to offer more seductive or attractive?

This book enables you to examine and understand the 

mechanisms that lead to fascination, whether for good 

causes or for ideologies that incite people to harm or 

destroy themselves or others.

Science

A lawyer by training, an expert negotiator and an 

international conference speaker, Jacques H. Paget 
has a solid background in illusionism. As an executive 

consultant on the psychological principles of persuasion 

behind high-level illusionism, he reveals the secrets and 

processes behind his experience and know-how in a field 

in which he has a solid reputation. He is the author of 

Pouvoir de l’illusion (“Power of illusion”, Plon, 2005) and 

Pouvoir de la force mentale (“Power of Mental Strength”, 

Plon, 2013).

The Author

The Power of Illusion

20.000 copies sold

Rights sold in Russia and 

Taiwan

The Power of Mental 

Strenght

5.000 copies sold

Former titles
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The Secrets of Matter 
Told to my Son
etienne klein

15.000 CoPIES SoLD!
A journey to the heart of matter. From elementary particles 
to the universe, from the Big Bang to particle accelerators via 
radioactivity and atomic energy, the most amazing physical 
phenomena are explained with tremendous simplicity, then put 
into perspective in a dazzling overview.

January 2008

126 pages

From elementary particles to the universe, 
from the Big Bang to particle accelerators via 
radioactivity and atomic energy, Etienne Klein 
guides us on a fascinating journey to the heart 
of matter.
How is it that elements and compounds 
as different as iron, water and oxygen are 
composed of identical particles? What is 
radioactivity? What processes generated the 
universe as we now know it? In answering these 
questions, the author helps us understand the 
laws that reign at the heart of an atom… as well 
as those that rule the galaxies.

For the first time ever, a presentation that is 
thorough, coherent and accessible to everyone 
offers a complete overview of discoveries 
related to matter, as well as to the technological 
applications they enable and the hopes that 
current research allows.
.

A physicist at Franace’s Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) and professor at the Ecole Centrale, Etienne 
Klein, who has a Ph.D. in Philosophy of Science, is a frequent guest on radio programs on France Inter and 

France Culture. He is the author of a great many books about science, education and society, including, most 

notably, Conversations avec le Sphinx. Les paradoxes en physique (Albin Michel, 1991), L’Unité de la physique 

(PUF, 2000) and Les Tactiques de Chronos (Flammarion, 2003).

The Author

Science

Rights already sold in:
China & Turkey
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The Writers Who Made 
the Republic
alain-gérard slama

France’s political identity resides in its literature. In order 
for French society to regain confidence in itself, the literary 
culture around which its political life has always been built 
needs to find its place once again.

September 2017

220 pages

Alain-Gérard Slama demonstrates how writers from 

the 19th and first half of the 20th century, in search 

of an impossible unity, incarnated and perpetuated 

through their dialogues and debates two antagonistic 

representations of the world that have become 

inseparable from democracy. From the 19th-century’s 

founding pair, Balzac–Hugo, to classic literary clashes 

like the Dreyfus Affair, which pit heretics against rebels, 

as well as Barrès and Zola, or Péguy and the Barrès-Gide 

debate.

Slama goes on to describe the slow process of 

decomposition of the Enlightenment that followed 

the revelation of the absolute evil of Auschwitz. How 

can the present be considered if you can’t picture the 

future? It is revealing to note that after 1945, virtually 

all of the major pre-war writers, including Malraux, 

stopped writing novels. Granted, in that twilight period, 

literary creation did not give up on searching for a way 

out, but the novelistic imagination scattered towards 

a multitude of horizons –the immediate (with the 

“nouveau roman”), daily life (Perec), private life (Duras), 

news items (Carrère), the past (Modiano), exoticism (Le 

Clézio), auto-fiction (Doubrovski), etc. None of them 

have anything in common except perhaps the fact that, 

like Kundera, they all reject the society of their time. 

A no-man’s-land has grown between between the 

Republic its writers, as can be seen by how little 

attention even the elite pays to reading any more. 

Writers’ status – and thus, their role in society – has been 

deeply weakened. Nowadays, writers, who are seen as 

little more than “scribblers,” tend to hide behind the 

authority of an expert. Granted, you can’t reinvent the 

future. In order for French society to regain confidence 

in itself, the literary culture around which its political life 

has always been built needs to find its place in all of the 

Republic’s institutions, including those aimed at the very 

young, and it must once again take precedence over the 

arrogance of the social sciences.

Alain-Gérard Slama, former professor at Sciences-Po, taught the history of political ideas. He has 

also been an editorialist for Le Figaro and a columnist for Le Figaro Magazine. Among his numerous books: 

La régression démocratique (Fayard ,1995), Le siècle de Monsieur Pétain, essai sur la passion identitaire (“Mr 

Petain’s Century, An Essay about the Appeal of Identity Politics,” Perrin, 2005), La société d’indifférence (Plon, 

2009).

The Author

History in Politics
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Philosophers and Love
aude lancelin & marie lemonnier

The product of a lively pen, the first essay dealing with the 
intimate thoughts of philosophers concerning love.  A lesson 
in life.

March 2008

252 pages

Until now, no work has presented the collected and 

varying views of philosophers regarding passion and 

love, a subject that touches all of us.

For Plato, it was the portal to eternity, for Lucretius, a 

deadly illusion.  Schopenhauer dismissed it as a simple 

ruse of sexual instinct, while, for Kierkegaard, it was 

the challenge of an entire existence.  As for Rousseau, 

who virtually invented romanticism, it is hard to find a 

theory of philosophy more profoundly influenced by 

the affective neuroses of its author, all of them centring 

upon love.

Aude Lancelin and Marie Lemonnier reveal as well 

the intimate and often little known love lives of the 

greatest thinkers.  Sartre’s frantic « don juanism », 

Kant’s legendarily arid lack of libido, Nietzsche’s 

romantic disasters with girls, Heidegger’s awkward 

poems, inspired by the transfixed lover’s obsession 

with the young and beautiful Hannah Arendt—whether 

tragic or funny, all of these episodes make the great 

thinkers more familiar, more human and thus closer to 

us, allowing us to intuit lessons for our own lives through 

their experience and observations.     

Aude Lancelin et Marie Lemonnier both hold agrégations in philosophy and are journalists at Le 

Nouvel Observateur.

The Authors

Rights already sold in 8 countries:
Argentina, Brazil, NL, Italy, Portugal,

Greece, Finland, Egypt

Philosophy
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Essay

Bashar al-Assad: 
Written in Blood
jean-marie quemener

The first in-depth biography of Bashar al-Assad. An exceptional and 

uncompromising portrait of Syria’s master and chief executioner. Who is 

he really? Who are his allies? What role have his discreet yet influential 

wife and mother played? A book that lifts the veil on the enigma that is 

Bashar al-Assad.

June 2017

180 pages

Discreet, shy, asocial, with an awkward gait, sloped 

shoulders and a lisp that, even at just past 50, still makes 

him sound like an overgrown teenager.

As a young man, Bashar al-Assad dreamed of running 

away to become an ophthalmologist in London and 

escape the heritage of his father, Hafez, the first head of 

the ruling dynasty. But his destiny caught up with him. 

And the “lion” (the meaning of his family name) turned 

into a hyena. The shy ophthalmologist’s transformation 

was completed on the ruins of Aleppo. Now more of an 

executioner, or even a mass murderer, the master of 

Syria reigns over a war-torn, shattered country that has 

been turned into one large valley of death.

At his side are foreign allies: Iran, in the role of a big 

brother; Hezbollah, as a cousin; and Russia as a generous 

uncle… A family composed of all the usual suspects in 

the Middle East.

Two women are even closer to him: his mother and 

his wife. But especially his wife, the beautiful Asma, a 

daughter of the Sunni bourgeoisie from Homs. Syrians, 

whether rebels or loyalists, think of her as the Black 

Widow. Refined and elegant, with barely a trace of a 

Middle Eastern accent in her Oxford English, a woman 

with a head for numbers (she had been training to be 

a business banker), she is fiercely protective of her 

husband, her children and, in her own way, Syria – 

although she dresses in French luxury goods purchased 

on line. Even in Cham, the Devil still wears Prada. Death 

walks with the Al-Assads and Syria. A life written in 

blood. 

Jean-Marie Quéméner spent seven years in the Middle East, where he was a correspondent for 

various media, both print (Le Figaro, Le Point, Marianne, Paris-Match) and audiovisual (Radio France and 

France 24).

The Author
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Philosophical Paths
adèle van reeth

A compilation of all five volumes in the “Character Issues” 
collection: jouissance (pleasure or bliss), cruelty, obstinacy, 
snobbery and restraint. Five facets of people’s character that 
prove that philosophy is a question of encounters.

November 2017

Philosophy is a question of encounters. Encounter 
with another person, an interlocutor, first, through 
the randomness of a discussion whose only goal is 
to make us want to think by inviting us to explore 
and reconsider what we already know and to 
discover what we don’t. Encounter, too, between 
different languages, because literature, music 
and film, far from being simple illustrations of 
concepts, are actually different ways of expressing 
the questions that philosophy formulates in its own 
way. If these encounters may seem surprising, it’s 

because they intend to remind us that thought and 
reflection, no matter how demanding and rigorous, 
are also matters of taste and sensibility. In that 
sense, the most formidable philosophical questions 
can only be formulated by incarnating them 
within a discourse, a tone, a world view, a certain 
character as to provoke a final encounter with you, 
the reader, to whom each and every moment and 
word of these discussions was addressed. 

A philosopher whose usual specialty is film, Adèle Van Reeth produces and hosts “Les Nouveaux 

Chemins de la connaissance,” France Culture’s daily philosophy program.

The Author

Philosophy
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Decency
adèle van reeth & eric fiat

To respect the intimacy and the decency of others is a moral
duty.
Yet, what is modesty in the first place? What role do others
play in the way we look at our own bodies?

April 2016

192 pages

Since every man has his secrets, the idea of being fully 

transparent to others can be a dreadful one. To respect 

reserve and decency in others is therefore a moral 

duty. But what is decency in the first place? This book 

attempts to distinguish between frequently mixed up 

notions (shame, modesty); and defines modesty as the 

uneasiness of the angel within us at the thought that he 

is also a beast. It reveals the ambiguities of reserve,

as well as its charms, and draws up a philosophy of the 

body, unveiling the fundamental role played by others 

in the way we see ourselves.

A philosopher whose usual specialty is film, Adèle Van Reeth produces and hosts “Les Nouveaux 

Chemins de la connaissance,” France Culture’s daily philosophy program.

Eric Fiat is a philosopher and University professor. He has

authored many essays on ethical issues and moral philosophy.

Philosophy

Rights already sold in:
Romania

Snobbery Pleasure Wickedness Obstination

Rights sold in:

USA, UK, Spain, Austria

Rights sold is:

Italy, Romania
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Revive Your Desires!
michel lejoyeux
February 2014 | 240 pages

There may be many books about the loss of desire, depression, inhibitions, or 

excessive cravings and addictions, but none seem to concern our “good” desires, 

those that build our loves, our vocations, our sense of humor and of the serious. 

What do our desires say about us?  How can we rediscover lost desires?  How 

can one who wants nothing be motivated?  Why is it that everything I want is 

dangerous for me?  No one understands my desires.  How can I get rid of the 

craving to drink or to smoke? 

Self-help / Health

I have a great plan, but where can I find the courage to achieve it? 

Professor at the Université Denis Diderot, Michel Lejoyeux is head of the service of psychiatry and addictology at the Hôpital 

Bichat in Paris. He has written several works, including Les Secrets de nos comportements : le libre arbitre existe-t-il ? (Plon, 2009) 

and Changer… en mieux (Plon, 2011), all of which have found a vast public.

The overfed Planet
pierre weill
May 2007 | 240 pages

Our food budget has been decreasing, and so has the time devoted to meal 

preparation, but the instance of nutrition-related diseases such as diabetes, 

cancer, and cardiovascular disease is on the upswing.  Since the 1950s, a “new 

world alimentary order” has come into being, and agriculture and the food-

processing industry have concentrated on products that are less expensive and 

more practical.  Though we eat less and less, excess weight and obesity statistics 

have exploded.  While prevention policy is sluggish in the making, producers, 

prescribers, and consumers are woefully lacking in nutritional education. 

Modern man is still endowed with the genes of the Paleolithic hunter-gatherer,

diet in no way corresponds to the needs spelled out in his genes.  If we do not change our methods of production, if we do 

not wake up to the detrimental nature of our habits of consumption, we are all destined to be future fatties.

Who is his right mind wants to see a daily anti-obesity pill, next to the dose of anti-cholesterol, on the napkin next to his 

plate?

A scientist, agricultural engineer, and businessman, Pierre Weill has been working for over 20 years on the correlations 

between methods of agricultural production, health, and the environment. In particular, he has participated in the elaboration of 

several clinical studies demonstrating the effects of environment upon human health. He has jointly signed several articles in the 

scientific press with a review panel that includes INRA or CNRS researchers. He is the author of Tous gros demain? (2007, translated 

into Korean and German) and Mon assiette, ma santé, ma planète (2010, translated into Chinese),  published by Plon, works that 

have been widely acclaimed by both the scientific community and a vast public.

Rights already sold in:
Germany & Korea
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Beyond the Impossible 
didier van cauwelaert

40.000 CoPIES SoLD!
What if we had absolute proof that after death, our consciousness 
continued to transmit emotions and information? And what if the 
proof was brought to us by the two greatest scientific geniuses? 
That is the incredible adventure Didier van Cauwelaert found 
himself caught up in after the publication of his best-selling two-
volume Dictionary of the Impossible.

November 2016

360 pages

With his meticulous investigative style, his wonderful 

sense of humor and his sense of wonder paired with 

critical distance, Didier van Cauwelaert brings us a 

breathtaking adventure. This book is like a treasure 

hunt, leading us from the infinite knowledge of ancient 

civilizations to the most recent scientific discoveries in 

the field of physics, from a how-to guide to the space-

time continuum to the secrets of an inexhaustible 

supply of free, non-polluting energy that could be made 

available to mankind in the near future.

Our entire view of our world and our future becomes far 

more hopeful as we advance through these revelations 

that come (apparently) from Albert Einstein and Nikola 

Tesla – two free spirits who refuse to give in either to the 

censorship of the living or to the silence of death.

Science

Didier van Cauwelaert has won both a range of 

literary prizes and a large readership. Winner of the Del 

Duca Prize for his first novel, in 1982, and the Goncourt 

and Nimier Prizes for Un aller simple (One-Way Journey) 

in 1994, he also won the Popular Science Prize for his 

2002 book L’apparition (The Appearance). His most recent 

works include Jules (Albin Michel, 2014), Le Dictionnaire 

de l’impossible (The Dictionary of the Impossible, Plon, 

2014) and Le nouveau dictionnaire de l’impossible (The New 

Dictionary of the Impossible, Plon, 2015).

The Author

The Dictionary of the 

Impossible

45.000 copies sold

Rights sold in Italy and 

Romania

The New Dictionary of the 

Impossible

20.000 copies sold

Former titles

Rights already sold in:
The United States





« The surprising encounter of a meticulous and erudite dictionary with 
the frivolity and ingenuity of love » 
| LA CROIx

« One has to sort out his intimate attic, dismiss the word ‘dictionary’ 
for once, and make room for Love » 
| DENIS TILLINAC – author of a In Love with France

In Love With
1.5 million copies sold 

13 copies sold each hour
Translated in 18 countries

95 titles available
16 years of Love 
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In Love with Mozart
eve ruggieri

on the trail of one of the greatest musical geniuses ever: 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

october 2017

Mozart, again, when so many musicologists have already 

studied his life and work? Yes, Mozart. First of all because 

you could say I was born with his music in my ears, 

thanks to my parents. The day came – followed by many 

more – when I dove into his life, letter by letter. So much 

for the “Divine, and therefore inaccessible, Mozart,” I 

had just been introduced to the most wonderful friend. 

A genius who had the power to strike what was most 

troubling and pure – and unexpected, too – in the chaos 

of our emotions.

Mozart: free-spirited, loyal, brave, insolent, delighting 

in joyful eroticism and able to make music from that 

heartbreaking melancholy that, in its elegance and 

restraint, is his and his alone. While playing and listening 

to him over and over, and “violating” the privacy of his 

letters, I developed a deep desire to tell his story as he 

really was, in his time, and to sweep away all the pious 

lies he’s been painted with. So farewell to Leopold, the 

overbearing stage father, exhibiting his prodigy of a son 

every chance he got! Farewell to Constanze, decked in 

the costume of a silly, uneducated wife; to Salieri, the 

false assassin of the genius, and to the dismal burial in 

the snow, with the body tossed unceremoniously into a 

mass grave; and hello to someone who I hope you will 

never see in quite the same way again after having read 

this lover’s dictionary.

In Love With 

Eve Ruggieri is a radio and television host and producer who has had several long-running programs, 

including "Eve raconte" (France Inter, 1979-1988) and "Musiques au coeur" (France 2, 1989-2009). Since 2009, 

she has been presenting "Eve Ruggieri raconte…" every Monday on Radio Classique. She has also produced 

opera festivals, including Le festival de Lacoste with Pierre Cardin and Le festival d’Antibes.

The Author
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All You Can Learn About 
Queens
evelyne lever

The female side of royalty 

June 2017

In 1654, Christina of Sweden abdicated, abandoning 
her throne to her cousin, and unleashing one of 
the biggest scandals of her century. But this free, 
independent and headstrong woman had carefully 
considered her decision, which was irrevocable. 
In so doing, she broke with both the order of 
succession and the customs of the Court. 
Before her, only the Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V had voluntarily renounced a throne, but he had 
been sick and elderly. That gives a sense of quite 
how scandalous Christina’s decision was…
Offering neither a fairy-tale version of history, 
nor portraits of the “decorative wives” so often 
portrayed by chroniclers, Evelyne Lever describes 

with her heart and soul, but without compromise, 
the impact these queens – who were also women, 
wives and mothers – sometimes had on the often 
troubled course of history, thanks to their words 
and deeds. 
We discover portraits of reigning queens, Court 
life and of these sovereign women’s social roles 
and education, as well as their engagements and 
marriages. For once, the spotlight has been placed 
squarely on the female aspect of royalty, for an 
unusual new view of these royal women’s lives and 
fates.

Evelyne Lever, member of the French National Research Center, CNRS, is specialized in the Ancien 

Régime, and has written several best-selling books, including Louis XVI, Marie-Antoinette and Philippe 

Egalité. Her biography of Madame de Pompadour (Perrin) was translated in the USA in 2002, and was the 

winner of the Prix du Nouveau Cercle de l’Union.

The Author

In Love With 



rig
h

ts c
a

ta
lo

g
u

e - plo
n 2017

39

All I Know About        
Childhood & Adolescence
marcel rufo

“We are from our childhoods like we are from a country.” 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

November 2017

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s famous line could be the 

motto of Marcel Rufo, who has devoted his life as an 

adult and a child psychiatrist to “mapping” the land of 

childhood and adolescence. In this respect, informed by 

his many years of clinical practice, who better than he 

could speak to us about those two stages of life.

Marcel Rufo is accustomed to saying that the child 

that we once were keeps on speaking throughout our 

lives, and that that voice also affects our future, our 

development and the way in which we become adults. 

But the course of an adult’s life never did run smooth, 

and for some of us, childhood and adolescence remain 

zones of turbulence. In this book, Rufo doles out his 

memories as a doctor and an adult, but also as a child 

and a teenager, the better to help us understand both 

his subject and his fascination for it. He shows us how 

our understanding of these fundamental stages of life 

has been enhanced, but also the tremendous difficulties 

practitioners can be faced with when trying to come 

to the assistance of young people coping with issues 

they are not always equipped to handle. His experience 

provides material for examples and allows him to cite 

real cases, bringing tremendous humanity to the whole 

book. And, as always with Marcel Rufo, everything ends 

with a warm smile and a sense of benevolence.

In Love With

Marcel Rufo, born in Toulon on December 31, 1944, is a child psychiatrist and an honorary university 

professor-hospital practitioner, as well as being the renowned author of a great number of books devoted to 

early childhood.
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Jewish Humor
adam biro

Laughter is what makes us human!

September 2017

The Jews’ legendary history began with laughter – 

specifically the elderly Abraham and Sarah’s when they 

learned that they would have a son in their old age. 

And that’s not all: God commanded the future parents 

to call their son Isaac, i.e. Yitzhak, “he laughs”! Jewish 

laughter, which runs from the Talmud to Tristan Bernard, 

Sholem Aleichem, Pierre Dac, Woody Allen, Romain 

Gary, Georges Perec, Philip Roth, movies like Would I 

Lie to You?, The Producers and Funny Girl, via Bergson, 

Freud and Groucho Marx, is raucous and open, shows 

no respect for anything and defies fate. In Galicia, Tunis, 

New York… 

In this dictionary that’s as sweet-and-sour as the 

author’s favorite kosher pickles, Adam Biro devotes 

entries to the Bible, the Path, Women, Modesty, Truth 

and more, reflecting upon the very principle of Jewish 

humor as an integral part of Judaism. He discusses its 

roots, raison d’être, structure and role — while cracking 

jokes whose heroes include Moishe the tailor, Doctor 

Levy, little Morris, Mrs. Tayed and North African Jews’ 

legendary Sh’ra. And the book ends with a question like 

the one waiting for the rabbi running through the shtetl 

shouting, “I’ve got an answer, ask me a question!” But 

what is THE answer?

Born in Budapest in 1941, Adam Biro left Hungary in 1956 to study in Geneva. He has written several 

books of short stories, including Louise s’habille (“Louise Is Getting Dressed”, Le Passage, 2002) and Tsigane 

(“Gypsy”, Metropolis, 1998) and a novel, Quelqu’un d’ailleurs (“Someone from Elsewhere”, Flammarion, 

1996) as well as plays for France Culture radio. In 1987, he founded his own publishing house, Editions Adam 

Biro, based in Paris, which publishes art books. He has also had two collections of short stories (Deux Juifs 

voyagent dans un train (“Two Jews Were Traveling by Train”) and Le Marchand de lunettes “The Eyeglass 

Seller”) published by Belfond.
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Psychoanalysis Dictionary
elisabeth roudinesco

From Amorous to Zurich, via Animals, Buenos Aires, Sherlock 
Holmes, Hollywood, Göttingen, Jesuits, Marilyn Monroe, 
New York, Paris, The Purloined Letter, Psyche, The Second 
Sex, Leonard de Vinci, Zeno’s Conscience etc. 
A journey to the land of Psyche…

october 2017

Psychoanalysis is one of the most striking adventures 

of the 20th century. Born in Vienna, in the heart of the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire, somewhere between 1895 

and 1900; invented by Jews from the Haskalah in search 

of a new Promised Land: our unconscious minds, the 

cradle of neuroses and madness. An urban phenomenon, 

psychoanalysis represents an intimate revolution based 

on updating classical Greek myths. It asserts that 

although people’s lives are determined by fate, we can 

free ourselves from unconscious drives and conflicts by 

exploring ourselves, our dreams and our fantasies. 

A new kind of medicine for the soul? True, but also a 

challenge to the world of the rational. This strange 

discipline has been reviled by religious fanatics, 

totalitarian regimes and single-minded scientists who 

are determined to reduce humans to a sum of cerebral 

convolutions. But it has also been poorly idolatrized 

by its followers, who have too often contributed to 

debasing it with their jargon.

For this Lover’s Dictionary, I have adopted the style of 

an object lesson – sort, consider, distinguish, name - 

in order to illuminate readers about the ways in which 

psychoanalysis has fed off of literature, films, the 

theatre, travel and mythology to become a universal 

culture. I have, therefore, traversed cities and museums, 

and gone to meet familiar characters and themes I 

particularly enjoy. This book contains an infinite list of 

experiences and words that allow us to map out the 

history and geography of this adventure of the mind in 

permanent metamorphosis.

Élisabeth Roudinesco is a historian, director of research at the University of Paris VII, author of 

numerous works translated into twenty languages, and which have made a significant contribution to the 

history of psychoanalysis in France, Jacques Lacan, Dictionnaire de la psychanalyse (with Michel Plon). Her 

biography on Freud (Sigmund Freud en son temps et dans le nôtre) published by Seuil received the “December 

price” and the “Price of prices” (2014). She has also published numerous essays - Philosophes dans la 

tourmente (2005), Retour sur la question juive (2009) and a dialogue with Jacques Derrida : De quoi demain …

(2001).

The Author
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