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sparta
City of arts, arms and laws

nicolas Richer

A historical overview of the fascinating city-state of Sparta, by 
an internationally recognized specialist.

NicolAS RicheR is a professor 
at the Ecole Normale Supérieure 
de Lyon. specializing in Greek 
history of the archaic and classical 
eras with a particular focus on 
sparta, he has edited, notably, 
the reference works Le monde 
grec (The Greek World, éditions 
Bréal, 2010) and the Atlas de la 
Grèce classique (atlas of Classical 
Greece, éditions autrement, 
2017).

80 illustrations and in-text maps.

«sparta shines like lightning in immense darkness». This was 
how Robespierre characterized the city-state of the spartans in 
1794. his words expressed his great enthusiasm for a city-state 
with legislation that was supposed to make men equal. but men 
who lived more than two millennia ago can hardly be compared 
to those who claim to be inspired by them. It is therefore by 
examination of past events that we can try, following Plutarch’s 
advice, to compel Fable to “so submit to the purifying processes 
of Reason as to take the character of exact history.”

)RU�6SDUWD�PXVW�¾UVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�*UHHN�FLW\�VWDWH�RI�*UHHNV�LQ�
Greece. In other words, the culture of spartan men in antiquity was 
very similar to that of other Greeks, although their organizations 
and priorities differed. The book presents the major features of the 
city’s evolution from the 8th to the 4th century bC, not only from a 
political but also from an artistic and social point of view. The rich 
material on educational, political, religious and military customs 
allows us to examine the workings of a fascinating and original 
community, one distinctive feature of which was its emphasis on 
war.

Ancient

history

March 2018
480 pages
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Figures of Catharism
Michel Roquebert

A new vision of catharism, the Gnostic revival of the 12th to 
14th centuries, through the people who experienced it most 

directly, from the most humble to the most eminent.

an undisputed expert on 
Catharism, the subject of all his 
writings, Michel RoquebeRt has 
published many books with Perrin. 
The publication of his complete 
L’Epopée cathare (The Cathar 
epic, Perrin, 2006 & 2007), recently 
UHLVVXHG�LQ�ÀYH�YROXPHV��7HPSXV���
KDV�KDG��DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�KDYH��
considerable impact. His Histoire 
des Cathares (a History of the 
Cathars, Perrin, 1999, 2016) has 
EHHQ�OLFHQVHG�LQ�%XOJDULD��5LYD���
Germany (Philipp reclam), italy 
(sao Paolo), Japan (Kodansha) 
and the netherlands (ijzer).

In his preface, speaking of Michel Roquebert, Philippe Martel, 
professor emeritus of the Paul valéry university in Montpellier, 
XQGHUOLQHV� ²KLV� DELOLW\� WR� ¾QG� DQG�PDNH� JRRG� XVH� RI� LPSRUWDQW�
series of archives, too often neglected by his predecessors, and 
his aptitude for discovering, beyond the documents, larger issues 
than those apparent at the start.”

In the 16 chapters of this new book, Roquebert is thus able to 
delve into the daily life of those who, from the humble cowherd to 
the great lord, were the witnesses, actors or victims of the great 
occitan drama of the 13th century. The narrative ranges from the 
analysis of the last will and testament of a wealthy country squire 
of the “heretical” nobility to the amazing adventures of two sisters 
hunted by the Inquisition or that of a commando of villagers who 
attacked an abbey to liberate an imprisoned Cathar.

Medieval

history

March 2018
500 pages
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An other history of the 
Renaissance

didier le Fur

A non-conformist synthesis on the French Renaissance 
(1450-1550), by the most incisive expert on the subject.  

Didier le Fur gives us another picture of the French 
Renaissance, the innovations of which seem to have 

concerned only a small privileged minority.

Historian DiDieR le FuR is a leading 
specialist of the 15th and 16th 
centuries in France, about which 
he wrote Marignan 1515 (Perrin, 
2015). His biographies – Louis XII 
(Perrin, 2001), Charles VIII (Perrin, 
2006), Henri II (Tallandier, 2009) 
KDYH�EHHQ�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG��LQ�
particular, his book on François i, 
WKH�IUXLW�RI�ÀIWHHQ�\HDUV�RI�VWXG\��
garnered unanimous acclaim 
from critics. His latest publication, 
Diane de Poitiers (Perrin, 2017), 
was awarded the 2017 Grand Prix 
of political biography.

In the 16th century, it has been said, France woke up after the long 
night of the Middle Ages to embrace modernity with verve and 
enthusiasm. French civilization, with its habits and customs, its 
elegance and its spirit, was born. Although in the last few years 
KLVWRULDQV�KDYH� ODUJHO\�TXDOL¾HG� WKLV�VLPSOLVWLF�YLVLRQ�� WKH\�KDYH�
agreed on the reality of the cultural revolution this Renaissance 
of the 16th century represented. however, an indisputable fact 
remains: while such a pretty picture, painted with assertions and 
examples taken here and there for two centuries, can indeed 
create the illusion, the authors of this portrait have erased or 
forgotten a multitude of characters, events and ideas in order to 
maintain the fantasy.

In fact, there was nothing progressive about the people of 
that time, quite the contrary. The innovations occupied a very 
secondary place and affected only a very small minority of the 
privileged. le Fur’s book is therefore devoted to redistributing 
roles, thus presenting another reality of the French Renaissance, 
the one experienced by the majority of individuals, the day-to-day 
one that made up their lives. In particular, the author shows that 
it was not a question of inventing a new world, but of restoring a 
past splendor, a golden age when humankind lived in harmony 
and was spared the very real plagues of the time: wars, epidemics 
and famines. In short, the desire to return to an imaginary past 
prevailed over the conviction of experiencing a great leap forward. 

French &

European

history

February 2018
384 pages
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The saga of the 
bonapartes

Pierre branda

there was Napoleon, and then there were his relatives: 
famous, little-known or unknown, they represented, for 
more than two centuries, a dynasty that astounded the 

world.

in charge of patrimony and 
ÀQDQFHV�DW�WKH�)RQGDWLRQ�
napoléon, PieRRe bRANDA is 
ZHOO�NQRZQ�IRU�KLV�YDULRXV�ZRUNV�
relating to the First Empire, which 
KDYH�HDUQHG�KLP�QXPHURXV�
WHOHYLVLRQ�DSSHDUDQFHV��+LV�UHFHQW�
biography of Josephine, published 
by Perrin along with most of 
his other books, has met with 
particular success.

There are seventeen of them, and there could have been more. 
7KH�¾UVW�RI� WKHP��1DSROHRQ��ZDV�D�JLDQW�RI�KLVWRU\��$URXQG�KLP�
was a family, the bonapartes, who participated in his epic career 
but also perpetuated his greatness. Each one, characterized by 
his strengths and weaknesses, played an eminent role in his 
time. Among them were two emperors, three kings, a queen, 
two controversial princes, an incomparable muse, a cursed 
heir, another one who died in battle, a friend of poets, a famous 
neurotic, an astonishing American politician who founded the FbI 
and a Resistance hero.
Their saga is eminently, but not only, French. It is also Italian, 
German, dutch, English, spanish, Russian and even American. 
In Germany, as well as in Italy and holland, their reforms are still 
held up as examples. In Austria, at the schönbrunn Palace, we 
visit the room where l’Aiglon breathed his last. In south Africa, 
at the end of a remote trail, a memorial recalls the death of the 
imperial prince, struck fatally by a zulu spear. Fans of American 
detective stories will probably be surprised to learn that the founder 
RI�WKH�)%,�ZDV�D�%RQDSDUWH��¾UVW�QDPH�&KDUOLH��WKH�6HFUHWDU\�RI�
state to Theodore Roosevelt. In Europe, who still remembers that 
Freud was saved from the clutches of the nazis in 1938 thanks to 
the devotion of another bonaparte named Marie? They were not 
only accomplished aristocrats. All lived several lives, and would 
have made excellent characters in novels that neither balzac nor 
dumas would have disowned.
To examine them, the author conducted his investigation by 
revisiting sources and consulting recent studies, refuting along 
the way a number of preconceived ideas and myths that over 
time had become truth. Against a background of intrigue and with 
a strong emphasis on narrative, Pierre branda’s lively and alert 
style allows us to relive their improbable and fascinating destinies.

French &

European

history

January 2018
480 pages
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The body of the king
Incarnating the state from Philippe Auguste 

to louis-Philippe

stanis Perez
examining the theories of historians, the writings of doctors 
of that time and the memoirs of witnesses, Stanis Perez has 

produced an innovative and well-documented synthesis that 
gives us a fresh look at how the king’s body – in its divinity and 

its humanity – is represented.

a professor with a doctorate 
in history from the Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en sciences 
sociales, StANiS PeRez is research 
coordinator at the maison des 
sciences de l’homme Paris-nord. 
He also teaches the history of 
PHGLFLQH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Paris-descartes. He is the author of 
Histoire des médecins – Artisans et 
artistes de la santé de l’antiquité à 
nos jours (The History of Physicians 
- artisans and artists of health from 
antiquity to the present) published 
by Perrin in 2015, and La Santé des 
dirigeants (The Health of leaders) 
ZLWK�(GLWLRQV�1RXYHDX�0RQGH�LQ�
2016.

7KLV�LV�WKH�¾UVW�ZRUN�WKDW�SRUWUD\V�WKH�)UHQFK�PRQDUFK\�WKURXJK�
the prism of a key element: the sovereign’s body.

,W�FDQQRW�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�D�VLPSOH�HQYHORSH�RI�¿HVK��7KH�SK\VLTXH�
of kings and emperors has played a decisive role. It has had 
considerable impact on the way the state was embodied, 
represented and thus perceived by French subjects as well as 
by foreign countries. Covering the period from Philippe Auguste 
(12th/13th centuries) to louis-Philippe (18th/19th centuries), this book 
analyzes the key moments in the reigns of French sovereigns: 
from the coronation that confers thaumaturgical qualities on the 
king, to funerals, weddings, ceremonies and bouts of illness.

,Q�D�¿RZLQJ�DQG�SDVVLRQDWH�VW\OH��6WDQLV�3HUH]�ZULWHV�DERXW�KRZ�
the body of the king gradually became an incarnation, almost a 
SHUVRQL¾FDWLRQ��RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�KH�UHSUHVHQWHG��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�
shows us how the “two bodies of the king”, physical and symbolic, 
eventually blended.

French &

European

history

February 2018
480 pages



The women in 
louis xv's life

Cécile berly

3RUWUDLWV�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ�ZKR�ÀOOHG�WKH�OLIH�RI�/RXLV�;9��
the complex, tormented and versatile King of France of   

the libertine 18th century.

a historian and specialist on the 
18th century, cécile beRly is the 
author of Le Versailles de Marie-
Antoinette (marie antoinette’s 
versailles, art lys, 2013) and, 
with Jean-Clement martin, Marie 
Antoinette(Citadelles & mazenod, 
2010). she has also published, 
presented and annotated 
madame de Pompadour's 
correspondence.

louis xv loved women. More precisely, he had a vital need for 
a woman at his side who was entirely devoted to him. In the 
HQWRXUDJH� RI� WKH� ²%LHQ�$LPp³� �ZHOO�EHORYHG��� ZH� ¾QG� ¾UVW� DQG�
foremost the queen of France, Marie leszczynska, a spouse 
imposed by politics who quickly resigned herself to her role of 
deceived wife. Then there are the king’s daughters, eight in all. 

$QG�¾QDOO\��WKHUH�DUH�WKH�PLVWUHVVHV�DQG�IDYRULWHV��:KDW�GR�WKH\�
have in common? Each spends a certain amount of time – long, 
short or ephemeral – in the king’s bed. with louis xv, what is 
new and controversial is that this privilege, after the decade-
long “reign” of the four sisters de nesle, is no longer exclusively 
aristocratic. Madame de Pompadour, of bourgeois origin yet the 
NLQJµV�WUXVWHG�FRQ¾GDQW��UHLJQHG�DW�FRXUW�IRU�QHDUO\�WZHQW\�\HDUV��
Power ennobled her. with her lover’s approval, she went as far 
as recruiting young virgins and orchestrating his sexual activities. 
After the death of the last favorite, no more little mistresses. but 
with the Countess du barry, a sex professional, scandal reached 
its peak.

French &

European

history

May 2018
480 pages
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A Russian family
The lives and fates of the Gunzburgs

lorraine de Meaux

the two-hundred-year history of one of the great families 
WKDW�KHOSHG�FUHDWH�WKH�(XURSH�RI�ÀQDQFH��SROLWLFV�DQG�

FXOWXUH��7KLV�ERRN�JLYHV�WKH�*XQ]EXUJV��IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��
WKHLU�ULJKWIXO��ÀUVW��SODFH�DORQJVLGH�WKH�RWKHU�JUHDW�-HZLVK�

families – including the ephrussis, camondos, Warburgs 
and Rothschilds.

With a doctorate in history, 
/255$,1(�'(�0($8;�is a specialist 
on russia. Her books include La 
Russie et la tentation de l’Orient 
(russia and the Temptation 
RI�WKH�2ULHQW��)D\DUG����������
as editor, saint-Pétersbourg, 
Histoire Promenades Anthologie 
Dictionnaire, (saint-Petersburg, 
history, walks, anthology, 
dictionary, robert laffont, 
´%RXTXLQVµ����������Intelligentsia. 
Archives inédites du XXe siècle, 
(intelligentsia, unpublished 20th 
FHQWXU\�DUFKLYHV��%HDX[�$UWV�
Editions, 2012) with véronique 
-REHUW���DQG�UHFHQWO\��ZLWK�3DWULFH�
Gueniffey, Les couples illustres 
de l’histoire de France (illustrious 
Couples in French History, Perrin-
Figaro Histoire, 2017).

english language rights 
not available (halban 
Publishers).

Through their business enterprises, their philanthropic activities, 
their patronage and their political engagement, the Gunzburgs 
played a leading role in Europe in the nineteenth century and the 
¾UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�

7KDQNV�WR�XQSXEOLVKHG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��WKLV�ERRN�¾QDOO\�UHWUDFHV�
the history of those who are considered the Russian Rothschilds. 
by combining an intimate approach and historical perspective, 
lorraine de Meaux saves some fascinating characters from 
oblivion: a rabbi, a banker, the owner of gold mines, an 
accomplished hunter, an oriental scholar, an adventurer, a painter, 
an impresario of the ballets Russes, an actor in hollywood, a hero 
of the Resistance…

Each generation in its own way writes a new chapter of this 
enthralling Russian-French saga. As of the second Empire, the 
Gunzburgs chose France as their second homeland, as evidenced 
by the sumptuous Gunzburg mansion on the Place de l’Etoile in 
Paris. while fortune often smiled upon the Gunzburgs, they could 
not escape the misfortunes of their time, enduring bankruptcy, 
pogroms and anti-semitism. From the palaces of st. Petersburg 
to the tragic hours of the 1917 Revolution and the second world 
war, their successes and challenges weave together the material 
for a history that is as turbulent as it is moving. This resurrection of 
a vanished world conjures up the most brilliant personages of an 
era undergoing a full metamorphosis: Grand dukes and Talmudists 
of the shtetl, painters (bonnat, Chagall) politicians (Fould, witte), 
writers and artists (Turgenev, Massenet, diaghilev).

French &

European

history

March 2018
400 pages
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A history of Fascism
Frédéric le Moal

Fascism came to be in italy.
Frederic le Moal analyzes its evolution and sources of 
inspiration – with a thought-provoking approach that 

emphasizes its revolutionary rather than reactionary roots.

a specialist in international rela-
tions with a doctorate in history, 
FRéDéRic le MoAl is the author of 
VHYHUDO�ERRNV�LQFOXGLQJ��IRU�3HUULQ��
Victor-Emmanuel III. Un roi face à 
Mussolini (victor-Emmanuel iii. a 
King facing mussolini, 2014) and 
Les divisions du pape. Le Vatican 
face aux dictatures, 1917-1989 
�7KH�GLYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�SRSH��7KH�
vatican against dictatorships, 
1917-1989, 2016).

what is fascism? This question is still demanding an answer 
from historians as stridently as it did from the contemporaries 
of Mussolini. was it a reactionary, conservative or revolutionary 
movement? was it to the left or to the right? Another crucial 
question: what role did Il duce play, and can fascism be reduced 
to a simple “Mussolini-ism”?

This book provides answers to these questions while it examines 
)DVFLVP� LQ�D�QHZ�DQG�XQXVXDO�ZD\��5HDI¾UPLQJ� WKH� WRWDOLWDULDQ�
nature of the regime, it restores the fascist ideology’s revolutionary 
nature, thus linking it to the anthropological revolution of the 
Enlightenment and to the ideas of Rousseau, the French 
Revolution and socialism. If the Fascists sought to destroy by 
violence the liberal modernity of their time, it was not in the name 
RI�D�E\JRQH�JROGHQ�DJH�DQG�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�SDVW��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�¾HUFH�
desire to build a new society and a new human being.

:H�¾QG�LQ�)DVFLVP�PDQ\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�D�UHYROXWLRQDU\�LGHRORJ\�
and many reminders of the French Revolution in its jacobin phase. 
Thus it did not express anti-Enlightenment currents, but, on the 
contrary, sought to unite socialism and nationalism. This ambition 
permeated the thoughts and deeds of Mussolini and his followers, 
all the way to the bloody extremism of the Republic of salò.

French & 

European

history

April 2018
432 pages
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The Prime Ministers 
who made England

Antoine d’Arjuzon

the history of england presented through portraits of its 
most emblematic prime ministers, from William Pitt to 

theresa May.

an excellent connoisseur of British 
society, $172,1(�'
$5-8=21 has 
SUHYLRXVO\�SXEOLVKHG�DW�3HUULQ�
the biographies of the duke 
of Wellington (1998) and King 
Edward vii (2004).

Tony blair, Margaret Thatcher, winston Churchill, neville 
Chamberlain, Anthony Eden – these names are familiar to us, 
either because they governed recently or because they are 
associated with remarkable events in European history. but what 
about the others – disraeli, Gladstone, Palmerston, Aberdeen, 
Melbourne, liverpool – who successfully led britain to greater 
glory, especially when its colonial empire was being built in the 19th 

century, how much do we really know about them? by presenting 
the biographies of 30 or so prime ministers in a clear, lively and 
DFFHVVLEOH�PDQQHU�� WKLV�ERRN�¾OOV�D� YRLG��$V�ZH�GLVFRYHU� WKHVH�
exceptional destinies, we follow the history of a nation in its various 
dimensions: political, economic, social, but also intellectual, artistic 
and religious. This is additionally the history of a monarchy, as the 
book analyzes the relationship of each minister with the king or 
queen sitting on the throne.

French & 

European

history

May 2018
250 pages
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kursk 1943
Roman Töppel

7KH�GHP\VWLÀHG�VWRU\�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�EDWWOH�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��
which was the culmination of the Dantesque confrontation between 

the Wehrmacht and the Red Army.

RoMAN töPPel was born in 
Bautzen, Germany and holds 
a doctorate in history. From 
1996 to 2001, he studied history 
and political science at the 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�'UHVGHQ��KH�ZURWH�
his dissertation on the Battle of 
Kursk. Because of his substantial 
contributions to the study of the 
napoleonic wars and the second 
World War, he was chosen 
to work on the critical edition 
of adolf Hitler’s mein Kampf 
published by the prestigious institut 
für Zeitgeschichte (institute of 
contemporary history) in munich. 
He became one of the four editors 
of the book, which went on to win 
international awards. since 2015, 
Töppel’s main areas of research 
are the history of the Waffen-ss 
and nazi ideology.

German language rights 
not available (Ferdinand 
6FK|QLQJK�9HUODJ�

The battle of kursk in the summer of 1943 was one of the greatest 
battles in the history of the war, involving about 3 million German 
and soviet soldiers, more than 10,000 tanks and self-propelled 
artillery, and 8,000 aircraft. Although kursk is still considered one 
of the decisive clashes of the second world war, falsehoods and 
¾FWLWLRXV�VWRULHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�FLUFXODWH�DERXW�WKH������FRQIURQWDWLRQ��
In his study, Roman Töppel provides readers with new and 
surprising conclusions, thus dispelling the buildup of untruths 
regarding this battle.

Too often, the account of a battle leaves the impression of a 
chaotic and tedious accumulation of movements, skirmishes, 
decisions, the motives of which remain obscure. we will not 
¾QG�KHUH�D�GHWDLOHG�DFFRXQW�RI� WKH�¾JKWLQJ��$OWKRXJK�KH�DYRLGV�
a detailed description of the action, Roman Töppel allows us to 
understand the complexity of the operational history, as well as its 
intelligibility. The decisions of each of the marshals and generals 
are illuminated by the knowledge of the context in which they took 
these decisions. Each leader has his own point of view,  which 
relate to the state of his forces, the nature of his mission, his 
adversary and what he knows about him. In reading this book, the 
UHDGHU�KDV��IRU�WKH�¾UVW�WLPH��WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�VHHLQJ�WKH�EDWWOH�
¾W�WRJHWKHU�OLNH�D�SX]]OH�°�ORJLFDO��FRPSOH[��PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO��EXW�
manageable.

second

world war

March 2018
336 pages



The jews of north Africa 
in face of nazi Germany

Edited by dan Michman & haim saadoun

:DV�WKHUH�D�´6KRDKµ�LQYROYLQJ�-HZV�IURP�1RUWK�$IULFD"

israeli historian, professor at the 
Faculty of Jewish studies, Bar-
,ODQ�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�D�UHVHDUFKHU�
at yad vashem, DAN MichMAN 
is the author of many noted 
books, including De la mémoire 
de la Shoah dans le monde juif 
(The memory of the shoah in the 
Jewish world, Cnrs Editions, 2008) 
and The Emergence of Jewish 
Ghettos during the Holocaust 
�&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������

israeli historian, professor of history 
DW�WKH�)UHH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HO�$YLY��
hAiM SAADouN was a contributor 
to Le monde sépharade, histoire 
et civilisation (The sephardic 
ZRUOG��KLVWRU\�DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��6HXLO��
2006)

Published with the support of yad 
9DVKHP�DQG�WKH�%HQ�=YL�,QVWLWXWH�

People are generally surprised to hear of the shoah in relation to 
the jews of north Africa, as the nazis occupied only part of this 
region, the rest being in the hands of the Allies. For the jews, 
the war was indeed short, and extermination measures were non-
systematic. nonetheless, here too they experienced persecution.

no previously published work had examined the issue in its 
entirety. dan Michamn and haim saadoun, have brought together 
the top international specialists to treat this question. This book 
examines nazi ideology in north Africa and the extent of anti-
semitism before and during the war, then analyzes the behavior 
of local populations towards jews in order to answer this central 
question: was there a “shoah” for the jews of north Africa?

second

world war

April 2018
400 pages
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miliTary HisTory



MAsters oF wAr 
collection

$�KLJKO\� LOOXVWUDWHG�VHULHV� WKDW� ORRNV�DW�PDMRU�KLVWRULFDO�ÀJXUHV�RI�
the twentieth century in their role as military leaders.  

the photographs and maps directly accompany the texts all 
written by specialists of military history.

Already published:

hitler (2011)
François Kersaudy

rights sold in:
China (Phoenix-Hanzhang)
lebanon (Jarrous Press)
Czech republic (Brana)

Stalingrad (2013)
François Kersaudy

rights sold in:
&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��9ROYR[�
Globator)

Patton (2011)
Yannis Kadari

rights sold in:
China (Phoenix-Hanzhang)

Staline (2012)
François Kersaudy
)RUHLJQ�ULJKWV�DYDLODEOH

9RQ�0DQVWHLQ�������
Pierre Servent

rights sold in:
China (Phoenix-Hanzhang)

Montgomery (2014)
Antoine Capet
)RUHLJQ�ULJKWV�DYDLODEOH

MacArthur (2014)
François Kersaudy
)RUHLJQ�ULJKWV�DYDLODEOH

leclerc (2015)
Jean-Christophe Notin
)RUHLJQ�ULJKWV�DYDLODEOH



Rommel
benoît Rondeau

the new volume in the "Maîtres de guerre" (Masters 
of War) collection: Rommel, the desert fox and 

hitler's protégé.

a former researcher at the 
Fondation pour la mémoire de la 
déportation (Foundation for the 
memory of deportation), beNoît 
RoNDeAu teaches history and 
geography. He is an expert on the 
second World War, notably the 
campaigns in north africa and 
normandy. He is the author of 
Afrikakorps ; L'armée de Rommel 
(afrikacorps: rommel’s army, 
Tallandier, 2013) et Invasion ! 
Le Débarquement vécu par les 
Allemands��,QYDVLRQ��+RZ�WKH�
Germans experienced d-day, 
Tallandier, 2014).

Around 180 illustrations

An outstanding tactician and formidable leader, an absolute 
master at penetrating enemy lines from the rear, he oversaw 
the breakthroughs of the Meuse, the Afrikakorps and the Atlantic 
wall. Indefatigable, intuitive rather than thoughtful, tactical rather 
than strategic, he commanded at the heart of the action, unable 
to distance himself from events. More physically and mentally 
vulnerable than his reputation allowed, unable to pace himself, 
oblivious to physical fear but abandoning his troops in a debacle, 
hyperactive one day and exhausted the following week, Rommel 
was elusive, unpredictable and impulsive.

Military

history

June 2018
around 250 pages
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history's Great warlords
Arnaud blin

7KH�FRORUIXO�SRUWUDLWV�RI�ÀIWHHQ�PDVWHUV�RI�ZDU��IURP�
antiquity to the present day and from France to the 

steppes of Asia.

a strategist and a specialist in 
the history of war, ARNAuD bliN is 
WKH�DXWKRU�RI�VHYHUDO�RXWVWDQGLQJ�
books including Iéna (Perrin, 2003), 
1648 (Editions Complexe, 2006)
and Les batailles qui ont changé 
l'histoire (Battles that Changed 
History, Perrin, 2014) licensed in 
latin america to El ateneo. He 
has also published a dictionary of 
strategy with Gérard Chaliand.

until recently, history was associated with war, war was associated 
with great battles, and great battles were associated with the 
“great captains”, as the French saying goes. whether the warlord 
is in the midst of his troops, sword in hand, or a few hundred 
meters from the front giving orders to his corps commanders, or 
dozens of miles away controlling the movements of thousands of 
tanks and tens of thousands of troops, he remains the one who 
determines how the battle is played out, and consequently the 
war. 
but for Arnaud blin a great captain is much more than a warlord. 
he does not simply direct armies and develop strategies: he is 
the one whose rare talent places him in a special category among 
military leaders.
In the end, only a handful of exceptional personalities can boast 
of being part of this elite.
)URP�WKDW�SRLQW��DQG�LI�ZH�FRQVLGHU�WKDW�ZDU�LV�DQ�DUW��WKH�¾IWHHQ�
warlords this book portrays brought this art to its pinnacle, each 
XVLQJ�WKH�PHDQV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV�VSHFL¾F�WR�KLV�FXOWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW��
with a style and a personal touch that made his individual talent 
unique. From the classical age (Alexander the Great, hannibal 
and Caesar) to the contemporary world (napoleon, zhukov and 
Giap) by way of the Middle Ages and the modern era (saladin, 
*HQJKLV�.KDQ��7DPHUODQH� DQG�7XUHQQH��ZH� OHDUQ� DERXW� ¾IWHHQ�
styles of command and military genius, masterfully recounted and 
analyzed. 

Military

history

May 2018
400 pages
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by the sword or by 
Poison

juliette benzoni

Portraits of 16 female killers who had an impact on their 
era and on history.

$�SUROLÀF�DQG�SRSXODU�DXWKRU��
-8/,(77(�%(1=21, has published 
numerous successful books at 
Perrin, including Dans le lit des 
rois (in Bed with Kings, 2010), 
Dans le lit des reines (in Bed 
with Queens, 1984), Le roman 
des châteaux de France (The 
story of French Castles, 1986), 
Ces belles inconnues de la 
Révolution (unknown Beauties of 
WKH�5HYROXWLRQ���������DQG�Ces 
femmes du grand siècle (Women 
of the Grand siècle, 2015). she has 
a large and loyal following.

Agrippina, Isabella of Angoulême, Marguerite of Anjou, Mary I of 
England, the duchess of longueville, Madame de Montespan…
For love, ambition and revenge, out of fear or cruelty, or because 
RI�SROLWLFV��VHO¾VKQHVV�DQG�YDQLW\��ZRPHQ�KDYH�NLOOHG�PHQ��ZRPHQ�
and even children, or had them killed. A book that was out of print 
for 40 years.
bloodshed is the sinister link that unites such dissimilar creatures 
as Agrippina and Theophano, the cabaret performer from the 
suburbs of byzantium who became empress; or Isabella d’ 
Angoulême and Marguerite d'Anjou, both queens of England, and 
greedy henriette d'Entragues who could not be queen of France 
and took a terrible revenge; or Ana de Mendoza, princess of Eboli, 
who killed to protect her love, and the terrifying Erzsebeth bathory, 
a feminine version of Gilles de Rais.
,Q� HDFK� RI� WKHVH� VWRULHV�� WKH� VZRUG� ¿DVKHV�� WKH� D[� IDOOV� RU� WKH�
poison seeps in, and the elaborate and tragic saga unfolds, from 
RQH� &KLQHVH� HPSUHVV� WR� DQRWKHU�� IURP� WKH� ¾UVW� WR� WKH� ODVW� RI�
these women, across the centuries and around the world. And 
it's impossible to say which was worse, locuste’s poison or la 
voisin’s, Mary Tudor’s massacres or the gruesome betrayal of the 
woman with the red shawl.
Table of contents: lu, the Chinese Agrippina; Agrippina; 
Theophano; Isabella of Angoulême; Marguerite of Anjou; Mary I of 
England; béatrice Centi: bianca Capello; henriette d'Entragues; 
Ana de Mendoza; Erzsebeth bathory; Frances howard; the 
duchess de longueville; Madame de Montespan; Charlotte de 
vaubadon; Tzu-hi.
In the foreword by Alain decaux: “dear juliette benzoni, you 
follow the same path as Alexandre dumas: you help to make the 
French love history.”
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understanding Exorcism
Patrick sbalchiero

exorcism throughout history, to show and to explain why it 
has never been as popular as it is today.

PAtRicK SbAlchieRo, a journalist 
with a doctorate in history, has 
SXEOLVKHG�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�&DUGLQDO�
Paul Poupard, Foi et cultures au 
tournant du troisième millénaire 
(Faith and Cultures at the Turn of 
the Third millennium, Cld, 2001) 
and a Petite Vie du Padre Pio 
(Brief Biography of Padre Pio, 
desclées de Brouwer, 2003).

7KLV� ERRN� SURYLGHV� FODUL¾FDWLRQV� RQ� WKH� SUDFWLFH� RI� H[RUFLVPV�
down through history in the Catholic world, but also in judaism 
and Islam.

our hyper-technological world, intent on driving religion out of 
the public domain, has never talked so much about the devil and 
exorcisms.

6LQFH������ ��ZKHQ�:LOOLDP�)ULHGNLQµV� IDPRXV� ¾OP�7KH�([RUFLVW�
was released - the “prince of darkness” has been the subject of 
hundreds of books in nearly every European language. Instead of 
WUXO\�WHUULI\LQJ�XV��6DWDQ�QRZ�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�¾OPV�
and best-selling thrillers that give him a role in everyday life. so 
much so that the Catholic church has returned to its past practices: 
HDFK�GLRFHVH�QRZ�KDV�LWV�RI¾FLDO�H[RUFLVW�

but what is exorcism? This book traces its evolution and puts 
into perspective the theories of experts on the supernatural from 
the underworld. The author tries to show how exorcism is a legal 
(canonical) fact as of the 17th century. he distinguishes three 
categories of devils: the devil of theologies, the one of folklore 
(closely related to that of the possessed) and the one of doctors.
how can we consider the historical continuity of exorcisms? Are 
psychology and possession closely related? why do today’s 
popes exorcise themselves? This original book brings pertinent 
and always intriguing answers to these and many other questions.

General
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The history of Israel
from 1898 until today

Michel Abitbol

A book that is certain to become the reference of the 
KLVWRU\�RI�,VUDHO��IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�PLJUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�+RO\�/DQG����

to the present day.

Michel Abitbol, an orientalist 
with an international reputation, 
has published with Perrin Le Passé 
d’une discorde (The past of a 
FRQÁLFW���������ZLQQHU�RI�WKH�7KLHUV�
SUL]H�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�$FDGHP\��
Les Deux Terres promises (The 
WZR�SURPLVHG�ODQGV���������
Histoire du Maroc (a History of 
0RURFFR���������DQG�Histoire 
des juifs (a History of the Jews, 
2013, licensed in italy to Einaudi). 
Currently a researcher at the 
+HEUHZ�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP��
he contributed to the Histoire 
universelle des Juifs �8QLYHUVDO�
History of the Jews, Fayard, 2002) 
HGLWHG�E\�(OLH�%DUQDYL�DQG�LV�RQH�
of the main contributors to the 
Encyclopedia Judaica.

To retrace the history of Israel, explain it, simplify it and synthesize 
it, is the challenge that Michel Abitbol has taken up. This is indeed 
a “challenge” because Israel is arguably the country with the 
youngest, most complex and most paradoxical history.

In this richly documented work, the historian evokes the genesis 
and then the rise of Israel over the years. It details the return to the 
holy land of many jews in the nineteenth century, and describes 
the birth of a jewish community in Palestine. Gradually, this 
community became a nation and then a country, from the creation 
of Israel in 1947. The jews of Israel, despite the tragedies they 
have known, were able to unite within an ideology they held in 
common (zionism), winning their independence, gaining a place 
on the world stage after the six day war, reinventing their culture 
E\� FRPELQLQJ� WUDGLWLRQ� DQG� PRGHUQLW\�� DQG�� ¾QDOO\�� HQGRZLQJ�
themselves with military power and an unrivaled intelligence 
service.

The author does not fail to mention, however, the many crises that 
,VUDHO� IDFHV��5HWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH�RULJLQV�RI� WKH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�FRQ¿LFW��
whose seeds appeared well before the twentieth century and the 
balfour declaration of 1917, Michel Abitbol succeeds in making 
XV�XQGHUVWDQG�DOO�WKDW�LV�DW�VWDNH�LQ�WKLV�FRQ¿LFW��ZKLFK�VHHPV��VWLOO�
today, insoluble. The alliances of the great powers, the powerful 
Arab community hostile to the zionists, or the multiple abortive 
attempts of the united nations to achieve an unattainable peace, 
are all elements he exposes with clarity and critical distance.
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The Mediterranean, 
15,000 years of history

Alain blondy

A  far-reaching synthesis that makes it possible to 
understand the role and importance of the Mediterranean 

world at the crux of the historical events that are shaping 
and shaking up the Middle east, europe and North Africa.

$�XQLYHUVLW\�SURIHVVRU��AlAiN 
bloNDy taught for more than 
thirty years at CElsa (Paris iv). He 
ZDV�D�YLVLWLQJ�SURIHVVRU�LQ�7XQLV��
Cyprus, and moscow and taught 
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DOWD��+H�LV�
considered one of today’s top 
experts on the mediterranean 
world, about which he has written 
VHYHUDO�ERRNV��)UXLW�RI�KLV�PDQ\�
years of teaching, he published 
Nouvelle histoires des idées (a 
new History of ideas) at Perrin in 
2016.

Alain blondy, displaying his mastery of the wide-ranging historical 
overview, retraces the past of the Mediterranean world from 
prehistory to the present day. This crucible of civilization witnessed 
the development of the ancient ideas that constituted philosophy, 
law and politics, followed by monotheism, which gave birth to the 
three religions of revelation: judaism, Christianity and Islam.

long the economic heart of the west, it was demoted by the 
discovery of the oceans to a more secondary role, before returning 
to the forefront of human endeavor through the expansion of 
nationalities, the triumph of the industrial revolution and the clash 
of empires.

by apprehending the Mediterranean world in a long-term 
perspective and by balancing the western and Eastern points 
of view, blondy highlights the erosion of empires, the issue of 
borders and recent political and religious tensions.

General
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The united states and 
the world

Maya kandel

A masterful and accessible study of two centuries of 
American foreign policy.

With a doctorate from the Institut 
d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, 
MAyA KANDel is specialist on 
the Congress, foreign policy and 
defense of the us.  she is also a 
JUDGXDWH�RI�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��
an associate researcher at the 
Observatoire de la Politique 
Américaine at the sorbonne 
1RXYHOOH�8QLYHUVLWp��3DULV�����DQG�D�
member of the French association 
of american studies.

donald Trump’s accession to the presidency of the united states 
has illustrated the distress and doubts of the American people. 
It symbolizes both a national identity crisis and a questioning of 
the relationship of the united states with the world. The election 
RI�%DUDFN�2EDPD�KDG�DOUHDG\�LQGLFDWHG�D�GRXEOH�UHGH¾QLWLRQ��RI�
America’s identity and of its foreign policy. These two successive 
HOHFWLRQV�UH¿HFW�WKH�FRXQWU\µV�SURIRXQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�
its relative power on the international scene. A superpower at the 
end of the 20th century, its number-one economic ranking and 
world supremacy are increasingly contested, notably by the rise 
of China. 

both Trump and obama are the product of the unique history of 
the united states – the saga of thirteen colonies taking a continent 
by storm and soon after taking on the world, in only two centuries.
This book therefore sets out to re-examine the history of the united 
states since the country’s birth, devoting particular attention to the 
link between its external actions and internal transformations, and 
revisiting a number of myths about its foreign policy, for example 
the so-called isolationism of the united states until the end of the 
19th century.

General
History

April 2018
256 pages
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FACts AND FALseHooDs 
collection

the collectioN thAt ReFuteS FAlSehooDS AND ReeStAbliSheS 
oFteN SuRPRiSiNG FActS

$Q�LQVWUXFWLYH�FROOHFWLRQ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�KLVWRULFDO�FKDUDFWHUV��SHULRGV�
or places - some that we mistakenly think we know well, or others 

that are the object of debate.

4 books a year: two in the Spring, two in the Fall

Already published:

Jeanne d’Arc
Colette Beaune

2012

Palmyre
annie & maurice sartre

2016

Louis XIV
Jean-François solnon

2015

JFK
Georges ayache

2017

La Terreur
Jean-Clément martin

2017

Versailles
Jean-François solnon

2017
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The Titanic, Facts and 
Falsehoods

Gérard Piouffre

An incredible quantity of documents – the bibliography 
gives an exhaustive overview of them – has made it 

SRVVLEOH�WR�UHIXWH�WKH�PDQ\�ÀFWLWLRXV�VWRULHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�
told in the last 105 years about the sinking of the titanic.

GeRARD PiouFFRe�LV�D�QDYDO�
historian of the industrial era. He 
is the author of thirty books, six 
of which are dedicated to the 
history of ocean liners. His book 
Paquebots : des lignes régulières 
aux croisières (ocean liners: 
from regular lines to cruises, Ed. 
du may, 2009), co-written with 
%HUQDUG�&URFKHW��UHFHLYHG�DQ�
award from the Académie de 
Marine��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��KH�KDV�
become a renowned Titanic 
specialist, regularly sought out by 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UDGLR�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�

7KH�WHUULEOH�IDWH�RI�WKH�:KLWH�6WDU�/LQHµV�¿DJVKLS�VWLOO�IDVFLQDWHV�XV�
because “It’s like the plot of a great novel happening in real life,” 
to quote james Cameron, director of the movie Titanic starring 
leonardo di Caprio.

we keep asking ourselves the same haunting questions: 

was the ocean liner doomed due to the poor quality of its steel? 
2U�EHFDXVH�WKH�RI¾FHUV�ZHUH�GUXQN��WKH\�KDG�QR�ELQRFXODUV��D�¾UH�
broke out, or other ships in the vicinity did not heed the Titanic’s 
sos?
was the ship trying to break a speed record?
did it make a faulty maneuver?
had the number of lifeboats been reduced to save money?
did other ships nearby disregard distress signals?

This extremely informative book gives the answers, point by point.
It also provides an opportunity to explore the world of the belfast 
shipyards; transatlantic liners and shipping companies; the daily 
life of the passengers aboard, the workers, wealthy tourists and 
humble migrants on their way to the new world; and of the crew, 
from the steersman and the captain to the cook and the butler.
The author does not hesitate to tackle technical questions and he 
has a rare talent for making these intelligible to the layman.

Facts &

Falsehoods
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The vatican: Facts and 
Falsehoods
Christophe dickès

%HKLQG�WKH�9DWLFDQ��D�PDFKLQH�IRU�FRQVSLUDF\�IDQWDVLHV��
there is a state, a leader, an administration, a foreign 

policy and a doctrine.

chRiStoPhe DicKèS is a historian 
and journalist specializing in 
Catholicism and international 
issues. a contributor to the 
media Radio-Classique, Canal 
Académie, Figaro-Figaro Histoire, 
La Vie and Famille chrétienne, he 
founded in 2016 the history web 
radio Storiavoce.
His latest works include: 
Dictionnaire du Vatican et du 
Saint-Siège (The vatican and Holy 
see dictionary, robert laffont/
%RXTXLQV����������Ces 12 papes 
qui ont bouleversé le monde (The 
12 Popes who shook the world, 
Tallandier, 2015) et L’Héritage 
de Benoît XVI (The legacy of 
Benedict Xvi, Tallandier, 2017). 

This is an anti-da vinci Code approach to the vatican, because if 
there are “secret” archives there, it is in the traditional sense of the 
word: “private”, “reserved for the sovereign”.

The book plunges the reader into the universe of the holy see, its 
governance, its economy, the role of the Curia. It is also provides 
answers to recurrent questions.

does papal infallibility make the pope all-powerful?
'RHV�WKH�9DWLFDQ�KDYH�WLHV�WR�WKH�0D¾D"

The book is also an account of key episodes: the agreement 
between Pius xI and Mussolini, vatican II, the attempt to 
assassinate john Paul II, and the resignation of benedict xvI.

Facts &

Falsehoods

March 2018
272 pages
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blanche of Castile
Georges Minois

A woman of power with an extraordinary destiny.

GeoRGeS MiNoiS has published 
D�QXPEHU�RI�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�ERRNV�
at Perrin, including Charlemagne 
(2010), Philippe le Bel (Philip the 
Fair, 2014), Charles le Téméraire 
(Charles the Bold, 2015) and most 
recently Histoire du Moyen Age (a 
History of the middle ages, 2016), 
licensed in romania (nEmira).

�²%ODQFKH�RI�&DVWLOH��PRWKHU�RI�6DLQW�/RXLV³��WKLV�LV�WKH�RYHUVLPSOL¾HG�
image that collective memory has retained of this 13th century 
queen, whose fame depends entirely on her son’s. we forget she 
was herself a woman of power with an exceptional fate, like her 
grandmother, Eleanor of Aquitaine.

born in 1188, daughter of king Alfonso vIII of Castile and Eleanor 
of England, married at the age of twelve to the Capetian dauphin 
(future louis vIII), she got her education in politics at the court 
of her formidable father-in-law, Philippe Auguste. she became 
queen in 1223, gave birth to twelve children, and was widowed 
at age 38. Following the death of her husband louis vIII, she 
became regent of the kingdom in the name of her young son, 
louis Ix. Confronted with the rebellion of the nobles, who refused 
to accept the rule of a female foreigner, “the spanish woman” 
displayed unexpected political acumen, a subtle blend of authority 
DQG�¿H[LELOLW\��ZKLFK�HDUQHG�KHU�SUDLVH�IURP�KLVWRULDQV�RI�WKH�WLPH�

First saint louis’s teacher and then the source of inspiration for 
his policies, she was entrusted with ruling the kingdom during the 
1248-1254 crusade. she deplored some of her son’s religious 
excesses.

For her ability to prevail in the misogynistic feudal world, she 
received this illuminating tribute in the Grandes Chroniques de 
France (Great Chronicles of France) from a medieval male author: 
“Female by sex, male in her designs, she ruled not by feminine 
virtue, but bravely, as if she were a man.”

biography May 2018
450 pages
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sophie of habsburg
jean-Paul bled

,Q�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�ELRJUDSK\��-HDQ�3DXO�%OHG�KDV�KDG�DFFHVV�
to Sophie of habsburg’s journal, little used by German 

historians because it was written in French. A more 
nuanced portrait emerges of the often disparaged 

Archduchess.

a leading expert on Germany 
and austria-Hungary and a 
SURIHVVRU�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3DULV�
iv sorbonne, -($1�3$8/�%/('�
has published numerous books, 
including François-Joseph (Franz 
Joseph, Fayard, 1987), Histoire de 
la Prusse (History of Prussia, Fayard, 
2007), and, with Perrin, Bismarck 
(licensed in italy to salerno, 
Poland to muza and serbia to 
nnK), marie-Thérèse d’autriche 
(maria Theresa of austria) and les 
Hommes de Hitler (Hitler’s men).

daughter of Maximilian I of bavaria and Caroline of baden, sophie 
was married in 1824, at the age of nineteen, to Archduke Franz karl 
of habsburg, who for a time was the designated heir to the throne. 
Possessing a strong personality – Metternich would say of her that “she 
LV�WKH�RQO\�PDQ�RI�WKH�IDPLO\³�°�VKH�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�D�FHQWUDO�¾JXUH�DW�WKH�
court of vienna. Mother of four boys, she prepared her eldest, the young 
Franz joseph, to reign over Austria one day, an idea that became her 
obsession. Faced with the revolution that broke out in March 1848, she 
never wavered. once the process of restoring the monarchy had begun, 
KHU�LQ¿XHQFH�ZDV�NH\�WR�WKH�DEGLFDWLRQ�RI�)HUGLQDQG�,�LQ�IDYRU�RI�)UDQ]�
joseph and not of her husband, little suited to the position.
+HU�LQ¿XHQFH�GLG�QRW�VWRS�WKHUH��$OWKRXJK�LW�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�H[DJJHUDWLRQ�WR�
picture her as the power behind the throne, Franz joseph never made 
a serious decision without discussing it with his mother. but after Austria 
lost the war of 1859 against France, sophie withdrew from center stage, 
not being very favorable to the institutional reforms introduced by her 
son. In 1867, she was devastated by the execution of her youngest son 
Maximilian I, who had become emperor of Mexico thanks to napoleon III. 
A black decade following a decade of happiness, which was nonetheless 
tainted by her daughter-in-law’s growing dislike of her.
In this respect, the archduchess acquired a dark reputation, which the 
IDPRXV�¾OP�WULORJ\�GHYRWHG�WR�6LVVL�KHOSHG�WR�IRUJH��7KH�²ZLFNHG�6RSKLH³�
(“böse sophie”) was said to have persecuted the daughter-in-law she 
hated. As is often the case, the historical reality is more nuanced; the 
historian compares on one side the sincere and unreserved help the 
archduchess tried to give the young Elisabeth to enable her to assume 
the role of Empress after she married Franz joseph in 1854, and on 
the other, sissi’s obstinate refusal to follow sophie’s lead. whatever the 
interpretation, this breach would only increase with time and cause an 
irremediable separation between the two women. Each, in any case, 
would die undermined by grief, sophie in 1872, sissi in 1898.

biography January 2018
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joe kennedy
Georges Ayache

the scandalous biography of the man who founded the 
Kennedy dynasty.

a former diplomat and academic, 
now a lawyer, GeoRGeS AyAche 
KDV�DOUHDG\�ZULWWHQ�VHYHUDO�ERRNV�
about politics in France and 
elsewhere, including Kennedy-
Nixon : les meilleurs ennemis 
(Kennedy-nixon: Best Enemies, 
Perrin, 2012), Les présidents 
américains (american Presidents, 
Perrin, 2016) and Kennedy : vérités 
et légendes (Kennedy: Facts and 
Falsehoods, Perrin, 2017).

%DQNHU��ERRWOHJJHU��¾OP�SURGXFHU��DPEDVVDGRU�DQG�EXVLQHVVPDQ��
joe kennedy (september 6, 1888 - november 18, 1969) lived 
several lives. susceptible to the honors of celebrity, he shook 
WKH�KDQGV�RI�5RRVHYHOW�DQG�&KXUFKLOO�DV�ZHOO�DV� WKRVH�RI�0D¾D�
godfathers. obsessed with success, he had few qualms about the 
means he used to achieve it.

Founder of a genuine dynasty – one of his sons became president 
of the united states – this patriarch shaped his family according to 
his ideas of performance and excellence.

but the torments of his personal life were commensurate with his 
professional success: one daughter with intellectual disability; 
another daughter killed in an accident with her eldest son; and 
two sons who were assassinated (john Fitzgerald kennedy and 
Robert Francis kennedy). As if in an ancient Greek tragedy, 
the series of disasters within his family made joe kennedy the 
instrument of misfortune. Georges Ayache uses his considerable 
writing talent to portray this spectacular life, unveiling kennedy’s 
controversial and ambiguous personality. half a century after his 
death, he continues to fascinate us.
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The 30 Chinese 
"Emperors" who made 

China
bernard brizay

Five thousand years of chinese history through the 
biographies of the 30 most representative emperors.

beRNARD bRizAy, journalist and 
historian, has written numerous 
books on China, including Le Sac 
du palais d’Été (The sacking of the 
6XPPHU�3DODFH��/H�5RFKHU���������
Shanghai. Le Paris de l’Orient 
(shanghai, The Paris of the orient, 
Flammarion-Pygmalion, 2010) and, 
with Perrin, La France en Chine. 
Du XVIIe siècle à nos jours, (France 
in China. From the 17th century 
until today), translated into 
Chinese in 2014. in the same year, 
he was awarded the prestigious 
special Book award of China at 
the People’s Palace in Beijing, 
presented by ms. liu yandong, 
deputy Prime minister.

Chinese art is familiar to us, but curiously we know little about the 
history of China. And yet it is highly instructive, and what is more, 
exciting. who can pretend to know and understand a country if they 
do not know its history? This is even truer when it comes to China, 
ZLWK�LWV�KLVWRU\�WKDW�JRHV�EDFN�¾YH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV��7KH�&KLQHVH��
for their part, know their own history well, and also their country’s 
geography, which they learn thoroughly beginning in primary 
school. no wonder that, as historian Pierre Ryckmans points out, 
“In China, history plays the role that in other civilizations is given 
normally to mythology or religion: it is from it that we demand a 
FRPSOHWH�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��D�GH¾QLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\µV�
purpose, a value judgment on the human condition.”

Among the 208 Chinese emperors who reigned in 24 dynasties, 
we selected 30, including the recent “Republican Emperors”, sun 
yat-sen, Chiang kai-shek, Mao zedong, deng xiaoping and xi 
-LQSLQJ��$OO�RI�WKHP�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�WKDW�WKH\�UH¿HFWHG�FORVHO\�RQ�
the eternal subject, especially in China, of the exercise of power; 
all have been obsessed by endless thinking on power and its 
modalities, namely the exercise of good governance.

biography February 2018
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Churchill: The dictionary
Antoine Capet

From the preface by churchill’s great-grandson, Randolph churchill: 
“As Professor capet reminds us in this Dictionnaire, Sir Winston churchill 

spent more time in France than in any other foreign country... So it is 
QR�UHDO�ZRQGHU�WKDW�WKH�ÀUVW�PDMRU�FRPSHQGLXP«�RI�WKH�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�

of my great-grandfather’s private and public life, outside the many 
high-quality conventional biographies available, should come from 

France.”

ANtoiNe cAPet, professor 
HPHULWXV�RI�%ULWLVK�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�5RXHQ��KDV�
published a new translation 
of Churchill’s The Great War 
(mémoires de la Grande Guerre 
de Churchill, Tallandier, 2014), as 
ZHOO�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�HGLWLRQ�LQ�)UHQFK�
of the correspondence between 
Churchill and his wife Clementine, 
Conversations intimes (intimate 
FRQYHUVDWLRQV��7DOODQGLHU���������
in 2014 Perrin published Capet’s 
Montgomery – L’artiste des 
batailles (montgomery the battle 
artist).

while there are many books – essays and biographies – about 
WKH�HPEOHPDWLF�¾JXUH�RI�:LQVWRQ�&KXUFKLOO��QR�YROXPH�FRQWDLQLQJ�
the maximum amount of data on the “Churchill saga” had yet 
been produced. This is precisely the goal of this unprecedented 
dictionary.

by means of short chapters and notes, the author offers the reader 
a complete summary of all the events that marked Churchill’s life. 
Each entry allows the reader to learn quickly about a particular 
event in Churchill’s outstanding military, political and literary 
career; about his friendships or feuds with his compatriots and 
other decision-makers he met; his troubled family life outside of 
his happy marriage; and his personal tastes and leisure activities. 
7KH� ERRN� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� HLJKW�YROXPH� ²RI¾FLDO³� ELRJUDSK\� RI�
Churchill by his son Randolph and sir Martin Gilbert, the one 
written by François kersaudy, Churchill’s political speeches and 
his extensive correspondence with his wife Clementine.

biography January 2018
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BaCKlisT HiGHliGHTs
Some recent licenses

History oF tHe resistANCe iN westerN europe
by olivier wieviorka
basing on English, Italian, belgian and other archives, olivier wie-
viorka gives us a new, in-depth perception of the place and the role 
of the national resistance movements. he illuminates the policies 
RI� JRYHUQPHQWV� LQ� H[LOH� DQG� XQYHLOV� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� ¾QDQFH��
logistics, and british and American planning. Along the way, he 
describes the uniqueness of each country, while establishing the 
¾UVW�WUDQV�QDWLRQDO�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�5HVLVWDQFH��7KH�ERRN�UHSUHVHQWV�
a welcome renewal for a historiography always in need of fresh 
perspective.

licensed in:
world English | Columbia university Press
Italy | Einaudi

FrANz JosepH AND sisi  
by Jean des Cars            + 8.000 copies sold since publication!
This illustrated biography relates the fanciful story of one of the 
most legendary couple of history, Franz joseph and sisi. did they 
really love each other? how did this marital monarchy work? jean 
des Cars reveals the intimacy of a man of duty and a woman in 
rebellion.

licensed in:
hungary | helikon

NAPoleoN AND De GAulle 
by Patrice Gueniffey                                     20.000 copies sold!
napoleon bonaparte and Charles de Gaulle are the two emble-
matic heads of state of modern France. Combining his subtlety as 
an analyst, his vision as a historian and his masterful writing skills, 
Patrice Gueniffey gives us an authoritative, ground-breaking es-
say that compares and contrasts the careers and personalities of 
WKH�WZR�JLDQWV��ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�D�UH¿HFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�¾JXUH�RI�
the French savior.

licensed in: 
world English | harvard university PressFebruary 2017

January 2017

November 2017
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BaCKlisT HiGHliGHTs
Some recent licenses

tHe MytHs oF worLD wAr ii - VoLuMe 2
Directed by Jean Lopez & olivier wieviorka
$IWHU�WKH�VSOHQGLG�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�¾UVW�YROXPH���������FRSLHV�
sold), 20 more myths are here dissected by the top specialists 
on the subject, including Robert Paxton, johann Chapoutot, 
bénédicte vergez-Chaignon and Christian destremau.

licensed in:
latin America –spanish/El Ateneo

tome 1 and 2 in one volume sold in :
sweden/Lind

tHe MytHs oF worLD wAr ii 
Directed by Jean Lopez & olivier wieviorka
Twenty-one myths about world war II are explained and decons-
tructed by a group of historians and the editorial team of the ma-
gazine Guerres et Histoire.

licensed in: 
latin America – spanish/El Ateneo
Poland/ wydawnictwo Poznanskie
Rumania/RAo
Czech Republic/brana

September 2015

September 2017
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