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The Taste for HappinessDictionary of Religions

by Mircea ELIADE & 
Ioan Peter COULIANO

368 pages
october 2016

A new edition of THE reference on the subject, by 
renowned religious historian Mircea Eliade.

When he finished his monumental History of Religious 
Ideas, Mircea Eliade wanted to synthesize the work 

of a lifetime devoted to religious history into a single volume. 
Unable to complete the undertaking on his own, he requested 
the help of Ioan P. Couliano, professor of History of Religions 
at the University of Chicago, in bringing the vast enterprise to 
its conclusion.
This dictionary is the fruit of that phenomenal task. Not only 
does it contain essential articles about various religions around 
the world, it also includes a series of informative entries about 
the founders of religions, prophets, holy books, and various 
spiritual currents that have marked humanity’s religious history. 
This is THE reference in the field.

Born in Bucharest en 1907, Mircea Eliade lived in India from 1928 to 1932, and taught 
philosophy at the University of Bucharest from 1933 to 1940. A cultural attaché, first in 
London, then in Lisbon, he later taught at France’s prestigious Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
(School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences), where he began writing his books 
about comparative religious history directly in French. After having taught at the Sorbonne 
and other European universities, he went on to be Chair of the History of Religions in the 
University of Chicago Divinity School from 1957 to his death, in 1986.

The Authors :
Mircea Eliade

ioan peter couliano
Born in Rumania in 1950, Ioan P. Couliano studied at the University of Bucharest and 
then at Sacred Heart University in Milan, where he worked with Ugo Bianchi. In 1975, 
he started doing post-doctoral work with Mircea Eliade at the University of Chicago, 
then taught at the University of Groningen, in the Netherlands, before being becoming a 
professor in the University of Chicago Divinity School. He died in 1991.

35.000 
copies sold!

Translated in 18 languages!
Contracts renewals in process.
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The Taste for Happiness

by jean vanier

743 pages
january 2017

A desire for happiness is the driving force of our lives. 
Resuming the philosophical research undertaken 

during his youth, Jean Vanier ponders the foundations of the 
morals which today’s man needs. Having discovered, with 
mentally challenged individuals, how divided our societies 
actually are, he invites us to take a new look at the writings of 
Aristotle, a wise man of the ancient world, on happiness, and 
gives us practical tips on reflection and wisdom for today’s man.

Translated in Brazil, Italy, Japan, Poland 
and canada (English). 

Doctor of philosophy Jean Vanier founded the community of l’Arche, which 
welcomes mentally handicapped people, in 1964, and co-founded Foi et 
Lumière with Marie-Hélène Mathieu in 1971.  He is the author of Accueillir 
notre humanité, and of Homme et femme, Dieu les fit, all published by Presses 
de la Renaissance.
Publication:  October 27. 2011 –  220 pages

The Author : jean 
vanier

15.000 
copies sold!
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Pilgrim Paths

by GAëLE DE LA BROSSE

200 pages
APRIL 2017

Santiago… and then what? Plenty of people who 
have walked the mythical routes of Santiago de 
Compostela, or the Way of St James, would like to hike 
other itineraries steeped in spirituality. This is the book 

for them!

Over the past 30 years or so, the Way of Saint James has 
caught on considerably. In 1987, it was the first path 

to be awarded the title of “European Cultural Route” by the 
Council of Europe. Since then, it has become one of the most 
famous hiking trails in France and Spain, leading some 200,000 
pilgrims to Compostela, Spain, each year.
Taking Compostela as a role model, several other pilgrimage 
routes – in the footsteps of a saint, or leading to a sanctuary 
– have been re-established or created. Well marked and with 
the possibility of lodging along the way, every year, they attract 
more and more hikers seeking to ‘recharge their batteries’ 
though contact with nature and discovering France’s cultural 
and religious heritage.
Those routes are the subject of this book, which describes the 
pilgrimage sanctuaries the trails lead to, as well, of course, as the 
trails themselves (their history and rebirth, sites to see along the 
way, maps and useful addresses and more).
It presents the three main medieval pilgrim routes (to Santiago de Compostela, Rome and Jerusalem); 
the other long-distance pilgrimages (to the Mont Saint Michel, Saint Martin de Tours, Tro Breiz, Saint 
Gilles du Gard, Assisi and Saint Colomban); nearly a dozen trails that take from 3 days to a week to 
complete (to such well-known sanctuaries as Saint Guilhem le Désert, Chartres, Sainte Anne d’Auray 
and Rocamadour, or that follow in the footsteps of saints like Saint Yves, Saint Dominique or Saint Jean-
François Régis); and finally, 15 “1-day pilgrimages” that allow you to arrive on foot at key sanctuaries 
(Lourdes, Vezelay, Sainte Baume, Lisieux, Paray le Monial, Mont Sainte Odile and others). All together, 
35 itineraries to get you on your way!

Journalist and editor, Gaële de La Brosse co-founded the magazine and network 
Chemins d’étoiles (Starry Ways), as well as writing a column for the weekly magazine 
Pèlerin (Pilgrim) and organizing the magazine’s annual Pilgrimage Ways Forum. Her 
previous books for Presses de la Renaissance are: Tro Breiz, Les chemins du Paradis (Paths 
to Paradise) and the Guide spirituel des chemins de Saint-Jacques (“Spiritual Guide to Saint 
James’ Way”, 6,500 copies sold).

The Author : GAëLE DE 
LA BROSSE

35 Itineraries Around France

new titlenew title
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The Church and Immigration: 
An Awkward Situation

by laurent dandrieu

307 pages
january 2017

In this book, Laurent Dandrieu condemns the current 
discourse of the Pope and bishops on the issue of 
immigration: focusing on the imperatives of Christian 
charity, they obscure the political dimension of the 
migrant question… at the risk of over-simplifying the 

issue.

There is growing incomprehension between the Church 
and the Catholic population, and European public 

opinion more generally, in the face of the recent influx of 
migrants: by advocating exclusively for taking people in, and 
refusing, in the name of a certain vision of Christian charity, 
a politicized approach to the issue, the Church creates the 
impression of being an accomplice to what Pope Francis himself 
described as “an invasion.”
 It is urgent for the Church to recognize that its universalism 
can not ignore the negation and destruction of Christian 
homelands. The Church needs to stop confusing charity and 
self-destruction, humanity and irresponsibility. It must shake off 
its naivety, and acknowledge that Christianity’s only future is in 
living societies that have both the right and the duty to defend 
their identity. Without that awakening, Catholicism may well 
become an accomplice to Europe’s suicide, and degenerate into 
a humanitarian caricature of itself.

The Author : laurent 
dandrieu

Laurent Dandrieu is editor-in-chief of the “Culture” pages of Valeurs actuelles, as well 
as reporting on religious news for that publication. He is the author of several books, 
including Woody Allen, portrait d’un antimoderne (CNRS Éditions), Dictionnaire 
passionné du cinéma (Éditions de l’Homme nouveau) and La Compagnie des anges. Petite 
vie de Fra Angelico (Éditions du Cerf ).

new title
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Fundamentals of 
the Christian Faith

by Marie-Christine Bernard

300 pages
february 2017

This book gives an overview of the essentials of Christian 
faith, showing how it makes what is most precious 

in human beings blossom.  Pitted against the demands of 
contemporary reason, it answers a double aspiration in many 
people: finding the consistency of faith in key words of our 
culture, and clearly perceiving its wisdom. 

Marie Christine Bernard is a theologian specialized in fundamental anthropology, teacher 
at the Faculté of Angers and giving conferences in many other places. Also acting as a 
coach for managers, consultant, trainer and speaker for many years, she’s the author of a 
book about parenting Etre parent, une aventure humaine.

The Author : 
Marie -Christine 

Bernard

new title
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Understanding 
and Living the Liturgy

by xavier accart

306 pages
march 2015

A new revised and expanded edition of this landmark 
guide; straightforward yet lively, it provides the keys 

for understanding and living the Catholic liturgy.

In 50 concise and enlightening chapters (as well as charts, 
drawings, a thematic index, etc.), Xavier Accart goes 

over the essentials of the liturgy – the symbols of the Mass 
and its structure, the meaning of the colors and of the priestly 
garments, churches’ architecture, the different seasons of the 
liturgical year, and more – providing truly profound spiritual 
teaching. He shows the extent to which the Catholic liturgy, 
with its constantly renewed tradition, is the ideal crucible for a 
fertile, authentic and very personal spiritual life.

Signs and Symbols Explained for Everyone

«With equal parts precision, wisdom and 
enthusiasm, the author explains the profound 
meaning of each gesture, object or moment in the 
Christian liturgy.»
   La Croix 

«Xavier Accart provides all the keys for those who 
want to truly inhabit the liturgical gestures»
   Le Monde des Religions

«Mission accomplished for Xavier Accart: he shows 
how a subtle understanding of the liturgy paves the 
way for a richer and more fertile spiritual existence»
   Le Pèlerin 

«This book, which is both accessible and full of 
references to tradition, is exactly the guide we need.»
   La Vie 

Praise for
understanding and 
living the liturgy

Editor-in-chief of the monthly magazine Prier (Pray), 
after having been in charge of the “Essentiels” in the 
weekly newspaper La Vie, Xavier Accart has a Ph.D. 
in religious sciences from EPHE. He is also the author 
of Guénon ou le renversement des clartés (“Guénon, or 
Overthrowing Clarities” Edidit, 2005).

The Author : 
xavier accart

7.000 
copies sold!
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saint louis

by Joël blanchard

140 pages
april 2017

Explore the essentials of the life, message, legacy and 
most emblematic texts (read by Michael Lonsdale) 
of Saint Louis (1214-1270), King of France, whose 
humble, pious life created a striking contrast to his 

power and glory.

Saint Louis (1214-1270), saint and king, enabled the 
budding French nation to make irrevocable progress 

towards unity and concord, in a spirit of justice and common 
good that inspired people beyond the borders of his kingdom. 
Today, reading the life of that very Christian king, who had no 
qualms about going barefoot in the name of his faith in Jesus 
Christ, means revisiting a purpose that has never been lived 
so fully since: seamlessly and coherently uniting an absolutely 
Christian life with a public life of national governance.

Emeritus professor at the University of Maine (Le Mans, France), Joël 
Blanchard is a renowned specialist in the late Middle Ages. Previous 
biographies he has written include, most notably, Philippe de Commynes 
(Fayard, 2006) and of Louis XI (Perrin, 2015).

The Author : Joël 
blanchard

new title
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Nothing Less than God: 
Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity

by Conrad de meester

743 pages
january 2017

In honor of her canonization by Pope Francis on 
October 16, 2016, rediscover the definitive biography 
of one of the great 20th century mystics (1880-1906), 
by the uncontested specialist in her life and work. A 

new revised and enhanced edition.

Élisabeth Catez was born to a military family in Bourges, 
France, in 1880. An ardent child with a fiery temper, 

her social life was like those of other girls of her background, 
despite having decided as a teenager that she would become a 
nun.
She entered the Carmelite convent in Dijon on August 2, 1901, 
where she found her heart’s desire in the silence of contemplation. 
She was always very attentive to others, and glowed with the 
joy of complete selflessness. After crossing a dark night of the 
soul, she made her final vows in 1903, then on November 21, 
1904 wrote her “Prayer to the Holy Trinity”, which begins, “O 
my God, Trinity whom I adore,” and has since become famous 
throughout the Christian world. She died on 9 November 1906, 
at the age of 26 ans. Beatified by John-Paul II in 1984, she was 
canonized by Pope Francis in October 2016.
Over the course of 25 years of devoted research, the author has 
amassed an impressive amount of documentation that has served as the basis for this biography, which 
has been the definitive study of the Carmelite since it was first published. It brings into focus her passage 
from a teenager to a mystic enthralled with the mystery and the person of Christ. In contemporary 
interreligious dialogue, she is recognized as an exceptional witness to the Trinity.

“A biography that has been instantly recognized as definitive” | KTO

“A fascinating critical biography” | Famille chrétienne 

Conrad De Meester, Carmelite Friar, is known for his essential publications 
about Therese of Lisieux (cf. his edition of Story of a Soul, published (in 
French) by Presses de la Renaissance), as well as his critical edition of the 
Complete Works Elizabeth of the Trinity, at Éditions du Cerf.

The Author : conrad 
de meester
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GOD, STRAIGHT TO THE HEART
by Father René-Luc

256 pages
September 2014

A modest tale of faith and hope, God, Strait 
to the Heart is a lively account of a genuine 
spiritual adventure.  A new, expanded edition, 
in paperback, of the best seller from Presses de la 

Renaissance.         

Nothing predestined René-Luc to become a priest.  
Born into poverty, in a family that was Christian 

but non-practicing, placed in a Catholic institution with 
nuns and monks for a while, simply because there was 
not enough to eat at home, today he describes how he 
could have chosen the easy path to criminality. Everything 
changed when his mother moved in with Martial, who was 
associated with the world of grand larceny.  Under Martial’s 
influence, René-Luc learned to pull the wool over peoples’ 
eyes and was tempted to become a drop-out and to challenge as well the law of men.  Until one day, when 
he was a teenager, he heard a former big shot from a famous Puerto Rican gang of New York speak of 
his conversion to the Christian faith.  It was then that René-Luc had an intense spiritual experience and 
encountered Christ. Overcoming the suicide of his stepfather - which he witnessed first-hand - he chose to let 
himself be led by God, who brought him to follow a variety of ecclesiastic paths, from charismatic rebirth to 
his ordination as a priest in 1994.

«A narrative full of fire and faith»
   Famille chrétienne 

«An immense success with young people»
   Panorama

«A personality that is whole and endearing»
   La  Croix 

«A powerful testimony»
   Sud Ouest 

Praise for
God, strait to the 

heart

50.000 
copies sold!

Italy : Edizioni Piemme
Germany : Editions du Parvis 
South Korea : Catholic Publishing House
Czech Republic : Karmelitánské Nakladatelství
Slovenia: Druzina

Born in 1966, ordained as a priest in 1994, Father 
René-Luc is in charge of the student parish of Sainte-
Bernadette de Montpellier.  He preaches throughout 
France and abroad, especially to the young.

The Author : Father 
René-Luc
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AND GOD CREATED SEX
SEXUALITY, LOVE AND THE BIBLE

by Patrick BANON

How did the Bible shaped our way of thinking 
sexuality? A playful examination of love and eroticism 

in the Bible.

300 pages
March 2015

Desire, pleasure, love, marriage, virginity, 
homosexuality, incest, masturbation and 

prostitution: all aspects of sexuality can be found in the Bible! 
Evoked in a variety of mythical stories – the daughters of 
Lot, Samson and Delilah, David and Bathsheba, Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba, or Judith, Salome and Suzanne – 
they take on extraordinary importance. The interpretations 
and commentaries linked to them represent a continual 
attempt to define rules of relationship, to redefine masculine 
and feminine and to find rituals to bring them together. 
 what influence do these texts have on our modern 
behavior?
 By restaging each story and replacing it in its historical, social and religious context, Patrick Banon, a 
specialist in religious studies, links the great biblical texts and today’s reality. Writing in an accessible style for 
a wide audience, he reveals the Bible’s surprising eroticism and reframes the themes - divorce, gay marriage, 
orgasm, celibacy - that have been driving social debate for almost three millennia.

A specialist in the science of religions and systems of 
thought, Patrick Banon heads the Institut des sciences 
de la diversité (Institute of diversity sciences). He 
organizes a variety of training courses and advises large 
corporations and institutions on managing cultural 
and religious diversity. He is the author of Flavius 
Josèphe (Flavius Josephus) and Bethsabée (Bathsheba) 
(Presses de la Renaissance) as well as Réinventons les 
diversités (Let us reinvent diversities) (First).

The Author : Patrick 
Banon

Flavius Josèphe
more than 15,000 copies sold 

in France 

Other titles

SPain: Inedita Ediciones
Argentina: Argentina Edhasa 

Jésus (Michel Lafon)
7,000 copies sold in France 
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THE MASTER’S BREATH
by Blanche de RICHEMONT

252 pages
May 2015

An enlightening initiatory journey with an Indian 
spiritual teacher, an exceptional being whose wisdom 

and humor bring liberation and salvation.

«I dreamed of looking into someone’s eyes and seeing 
the light of the desert, pure, powerful and mystical. For 

years, this land had put me on the path. Now I was looking for 
a guide.”

Blanche de Richemont found him in a small village in 
India, at the foot of the Himalayas. Her quest for the 

absolute found refuge in a glance that turned her life upside 
down. Vijayananda, ascetic who was a disciple of M. A. 
Andandamayi (one of the greatest saints India has ever known), 
accepted her at his side to teach her how to turn her life towards 
joy. To help her make this radical choice. In spite of everything.
 These pages relate her journey with the man regarded in 
India as a Rishi, a master of humanity. An initiatory path strewn 
with tears and laughter; anger and relief; doubt and certainty. 
These pages that read like a novel tell the story of a quest. They 
testify to the power of a being who lives in the heart of the 
mystery, to the magic of words that save, to the reality of joy at 
the heart of life. To the possibility of light.

A student of philosophy and tireless traveler, Blanche de Richemont, 
35, is the author of In praise of the desert and In praise of desire (Presses de 
la Renaissance, 2004 and 2007); Harmony (Plon, 2011); and Vagabond 
manifesto (Plon, 2012; new edition Presses de la Renaissance, 2015). 

The Author : Blanche 
de RICHEMONT

219 pages
may 2015

A veritable ode to the Sahara – which acts as a metaphor for all sorts of other 
deserts – this book is intended for everyone who wants to escape to a place 

where the sublime, transcendence, fear and obsession roll out before one like dunes. 
Unlike many other texts about the desert, this book doesn’t present it simply as a 
place for a scientific or spiritual expedition, adventure or quest, but as one where the 
mind and body merge into a single radiance to become one.
 The author weaves reactions to the desert and other musings into a vibrant and 
spiritual dance, illuminated by references to major figures of the desert (Théodore 
Monod, Saint-Exupéry, Charles de Foucauld, Lawrence of Arabia, Isabelle Eberhardt 
and others) and other famous writers (Baudelaire, Nietzsche, Gide, t al.).
 The desert is tough, arid and dangerous. It doesn’t pardon errors or weakness, 
but can offer a sublime inferno, a soothing burn. With a poetic pen, Blanche de 
Richemont portrays the beauty and the violence in that ocean of sand, that immense 
expanse that makes a person feel tiny, but also helps us grow by teaching us something 
about ourselves.

in praise of the desert
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 “The wisdom of 
Carthusian monks” SERIES

Toward spiritual maturity

by A cARTHUSIAN 

The  author,  a Christian monk 
who trains novices and is a 
psychologist, retraces the stages 
that mark the emotional and 
spiritual life, and demonstrates 
how periods of crisis are both 
necessary and helpful in reaching 
maturity.  What are health and 
sickness in relation to oneself?  
How can one reach freedom in 
love?  What are the conditions for 
real psychological maturity? Such 
are the questions that the author 
tackles without subterfuge, but 
with clarity and compassion, 
thus clearing the path that leads 
to a responsible life and a freeing 
faith.     

Rights sold: Spain, 
Poland

A DISCERNING MIND

by A CARTHUSIAN
The author, a Carthusian 
Monk who has been in charge 
of training novices for the past 
thirty years shines light on 
both the theoretical and the 
practical side of using good 
judgment. Drawing on his 
depth of knowledge of the Bible 
on the one hand and modern 
psychology on the other, the 
author helps us to better arm 
ourselves when faced with daily 
temptation.  This book is a 
lesson in wisdom, and will help 
us learn to hear our inner voice 
and be thus guided by Spirit.

Rights sold: brazil, 
spain, italy, poland

THE PRAYER, IN BETWEEN STRUGGLE AND ECSTASY

by A CARTHUSIAN

The Carthusians are “professional” prayers.  They are familiar with the struggles and 
the joys of praying.  They have experienced moments of deep questioning, doubting, 
illumination,  as well as spectacular phenomena (ecstasy, visions, etc.)  This book 
instructs while revealing an experience, and is a guide for all those who would like to 
begin or advance in a deep emotional and loving relationship with God.  The inner 
prayer, experienced and taught by one of today’s  master prayers. 

Rights sold: Spain, Poland

224 pages
february 2016

168 pages
april 2016

304 pages
november 2016

10.000 
copies sold!
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The bible and the Coran
by serge lafitte

140 pages
november 2015

A clear and reader-friendly book that goes back to the 
roots of the three monotheistic religions by exploring 

their founding texts.

Where do the Old Testament, the New Testament and 
the Coran come from? What do these three books, 

which are sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims contain? Who 
wrote them? For what purpose? How did they reach us? Who 
were Moses, Jesus and Mahomed? What role do these “Holy 
Books” play in Judaism, Christianity and Islam? What do they 
have in common? What are their differences?
 These are the questions – which interest both believers 
and sceptics – that Serge Lafitte, a renowned specialist in 
monotheistic religions, answers by presenting the founding texts 
and their histories.

rights sold in taiwan!

A journalist specialised in the field of religion, Serge Lafitte, a 
frequent contributor to Le Monde des religions, is the author of 
many books, including Mahomet et l’islam des origines (Plon, 
2006) and Chiites et sunnites (Plon, 2007; new edition Presses 
de la Renaissance, January 2016).

The Author : Serge 
lafitte

Also available in the same series

Catholicism
Aurélie Godefroy
160 pages | March 2016

Shiites and Sunis
Serge Lafitte
128 pages | January 2016

Buddhism
Laurent Deshayes
128 pages | May 2016
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Louis and Zélie Martin

by Jean CLAPIER

252 pages
May 2015

The parents of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, Louis and 
Zélie Martin will be canonised on 18 October 2015. 
This book is the first major modern biography of a 
couple whose saintliness was lived in the midst of a 

normal life.

Louis (1823-1894) and Zélie (1831-1877) Martin 
are best-known as the parents of “the greatest saint of 

modern times”, Thérèse of Lisieux. Nevertheless, that should not 
overshadow the singularity of their own paths and the originality 
of their message as Christian laypeople. Their lives deserve to be 
known and appreciated for their own sake: they bear witness 
to saintliness in everyday life – in happiness and in sorrow, in 
success and in the times of trouble that are the lot of all human 
existence.
 What will strike people reading about the lives of Louis and 
Zélie Martin is the surprising modernity of their story: fumbling 
for the meaning of their vocation, a late marriage, tremendous 
concern for their children’s survival and future, financial woes, 
worries about the country’s political situation, and later, breast 
cancer for Zélie, and mental-health issues in Louis’s old age that 
caused him to be interned.
 More than that, readers will detect the outlines of an itinerary in which the dynamic of faith and 
love gradually drew two people into the mystery of the one essential thing: belonging to God every single 
day, despite the hardship of one’s obligations, the unforeseen events – whether uplifting or difficult – that 
come their way, the most painful or disturbing trials and tribulations..
 In this enjoyable and reader-friendly book, the author combines a biographer’s precision with the 
spiritual depth of an objective modern psychological analysis of his subjects and their era.

Jean Clapier, doctor in theology and educator, has written widely about 
Thérèse of Lisieux, including Aimer jusqu’à mourir d’amour : Thérèse et le 
mystère pascal (“Loving until Dying of Love: Thérèse and the Pascal Mystery”, 
Cerf, 2003), Une voie de confiance et d’amour (“A Path of Trust and Love”) 
Cerf/Éditions du Carmel, 2005), Thérèse de Lisieux : approches psychologique 
et spirituelles (DDB, 2008) and Thérèse de Lisieux au risque de la psychologie 
(Presses de la Renaissance, 2010). He also edited Élisabeth de la Trinité, 
l’aventure mystique (Éditions du Carmel, 2006).

The Author : jean 
Clapier

Sainthood for All Times

Canonization of the Martin couple: 
October 18. 2015 
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Marriage According to 
John-Paul II

by Yves SEMEN 

448 pages
september 2015

Just in time for the Synod on the Family, an enlarged 
new edition of THE reference book about marriage, 
based on John-Paul II’s Theology of the Body. A 
theoretical and practical synthesis of his teaching, which 
reinstates marital sexuality and spirituality at the heart 

of “human love in the divine plan”.

The Bishops of France have requested that a full year of 
thought and preparation be devoted to the sacrament 

de marriage.
 Until now, none of the books available on this subject took 
John-Paul II’s catechesis of the body systematically into account. 
Stunningly rich, this teaching casts a radically new light, one 
that is both demanding and deeply liberating, on conjugal 
sexuality and spirituality. It represents the most fully developed 
expression of the Church’s thinking in terms of human love in 
the divine plan.
 By presenting and explaining it in a way that makes it 
accessible to everyone, this theoretical and practical synthesis 
of John-Paul II’s teaching is indispensable for all those who 
accompany others towards, or are preparing for, marriage.

With a Ph.D. in philosophy, Yves Semen presides the Institut de Theologie du Corps, 
and is a professor at the Faculté libre de philosophie (IPC). His previous books include 
La Sexualité selon Jean-Paul II (Sexuality according to John-Paul II) and La Spiritualité 
conjugale selon Jean-Paul II (Presses de la Renaissance), which have been translated into 
several languages.

The Author : Yves 
SEMEN 

Other titles

SPain: Desclée de Brouwer
Italy: Edizioni San Paolo
Poland: Księgarnia Św. Wojciecha

10.000 copies sold!

SPain: Desclée de Brouwer
Italy: Edizioni San Paolo
Poland: Księgarnia Św. Wojciecha
Portugal : Principa

27.000 copies sold!
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Etty Hillesum, a Loving Soul

by Olympia ALBERTI  

246 pages
february 2015

For the 40th anniversary of his passing away, get to know 
the extraordinary Swiss priest Maurice Zundel (1897-
1975) day-by-day. Pope Paul VI described him as “a genius 
of a poet, a genius of a mystic, a writer and a theologian,” 
and Abbé Pierre said that, “By his very person, one reached 
the mystery of God, and the absolute, almost naturally.”

“The further I go, the more I believe in a spirituality of 
the day-to-day, in the practical application of internal 

principles: what are ethics without practice? Hot air… I’ve come 
up with a trick that makes me joyful: I thank God for everything 
that teaches me something. So what if it isn’t all happy or easy? 
You won’t grow if everything’s easy. Gratitude keeps my gaze 
turned towards the Source of all life.
 “No, I haven’t lost sight of the fact that days of oppression, 
days of hunger, cold and misery, days and nights of torment 
await me; our turn will come, I know it, I don’t have any 
illusions? Besides, I wouldn’t want an existence without the 
others, all of them, and I wouldn’t want a fate that prevented me from bearing the weight that we have 
to bear. Together.”
 In this deeply moving narrative, Olympia Alberti imagines the contents of the missing pages of Etty 
Hillesum’s Diary in order to reconstitute the exceptional path of this radiant young Jewish woman, who 
was passionate about life, and whose only aspirations were to write and to grow closer to God.
She was executed at Auschwitz on 30 November1943, at the age of 29.

Olympia Alberti has written over 30 books. Among other literary prizes, she has been awarded 
the Académie Française Prize for the body of her work as a poet, the SGDL’s Thyde Monnier 
Prize for Rilke, sans domicile fixe (“Rilke: A Homeless Man”), and the Académie Française’s 
Émile Faguet Literary Criticism Prize for Giono, le grand western. This is her second book 
published by Presses de la Renaissance, after Une année avec Etty Hillesum (“A Year with Etty 
Hillesum” 2014).

The Author :
Olympia Alberti
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248 pages
January 2015

The first biography of Claire de Castelbajac, whose brief 
and simple life was marked by an aspiration to sainthood.

Born in 1953, Claire de Castelbajac impressed everyone 
who knew her with her love of life and her faith in 

God. As a student, she went beyond the conventions of France’s 
Catholic bourgeoisie: a musician with a gift for drawing, she 
knew first-hand how hard it was to truly love and be loved, 
and to remain true to the faith of her childhood during the 
effervescent period after the riots of May ‘68.
 In 1973, she was accepted into a prestigious art-restoration 
institute and suddenly found far from her loved ones, in the 
midst of Rome’s artistic society. Claire found the freedom 
exhilarating. But between love and friendship, her heart was 
painfully searching for its true path.
 In the summer of 1974, she went on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, which brought her back to her intense spiritual 
quest. That autumn, she restored the frescoes of the lower basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi. Two months 
of grace that helped her find what she had been searching for: from then on, her life would be devoted 
to praising God. But over Christmas, she fell ill with meningoencephalitis and died just two weeks later. 
Claire died in Toulouse on 22 January 1975, at the age of 21.
 Claire de Castelbajac has gradually become greatly beloved in France and elsewhere, especially by 
young people. She seems to be a conduit for numerous acts of divine grace. The diocesan investigation for 
her process of beatification was completed in February 2008. A commission was appointed to examine it 
at the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome on 3 June 2008. With no intention of predicting 
the congregation’s conclusions, the present book recounts Claire’s life path. It is the first exhaustive 
biography based on in-depth research into the many sources of information available.

Born in 1961, Father Dominique-Marie Dauzet is a White Canon at the Abbey of Mondaye (Calvados, 
Normandy). With a master’s degree in theology and a doctorate in the history of religions from 
the École pratique des Hautes Études (Sorbonne), he is a professor at the Centre d’études théologiques 
in Caen. He has written numerous books of hagiography and history of spirituality, including La 
mystique bien tempérée (“The Well-Tempered Mystic”, Cerf, which won the Académie Française’s 
Cardinal Grente Award).

The Author : father 
dominique-marie  dauzet

Claire de castelbajac

by  father Dominique-Marie 
DAUZET 

Joy of Man’s Desiring 

15.000 
copies sold!
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Sister emmanuelle, my Friend, my Mother by Sister Sara

In Egypt and in Sudan, Sister Sara continues in the footsteps of Sister Emmanuelle.  
She tells us about her religious calling and how meeting the woman who was to 
become her “friend,” her “mother” turned her life upside down.  They continued to 
be friends and to work together from the time they met in 1975.  Sara tells about the 
spiritual and humanitarian adventure that Sister Emmanuelle led her to join.  This 
book is full of anecdotes and reflections on daily life with Cairo’s ragmen. In Egypt 
and in Sudan, Sister Sara continues in the footsteps of Sister Emmanuelle.  She tells 
us about her religious calling and how meeting the woman who was to become her 
“friend,” her “mother” turned her life upside down.  They continued to be friends and 
to work together from the time they met in 1975.  Sara tells about the spiritual and 
humanitarian adventure that Sister Emmanuelle led her to join.  This book is full of 
anecdotes and reflections on daily life with Cairo’s ragmen.

10.000 
copies sold!

Germany: Tyrolia Verlagsanstalt

The Legacy of a Farmer on His Way to 

Extinction by Paul BEDEL & Catherine ECOLE-BOIVin

«I am content with little, with nothing that can be purchased, but also with nothing 
that can be seen…” says Paul Bedel, a farmer located at the tip of the Hague, France, 
who has purposely not kept pace with modern progress.  He recommends a simple, 
happy life, in tune with the rhythms of nature, and has decided to be the spokesman 
for a world on its way to extinction.  This 70-year old wise man gives us a «living 
will» that is funny and at the same time full of wise teachings.  This book reveals an 
extraordinary farmer from an otherwise ordinary life. 

70.000 
copies sold!

Germany: Deutscher Taschenbuch 
Verlag

korea: Galapagos Publication

Cervantes. Quill of the devil, ambassador 

of God by Henriette CHARDAK

Mi guel de Cervantes Saavedra (1547-1616) is considered to be one of the greatest 
novelists of his era.  But the famous author of Don Quixote was also a soldier in the 
Lepanto battle, a slave in Alger, a spy for the king of Spain, a tax collector...  Cervantes 
is as outrageous as his characters, and his life was a novel.  Henriette Chardak tells us 
the true story of this free-thinking humanistic soldier.

Backlist
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Calvin, harbinger of God by Éric DENIMAL

For the 500th anniversary of Calvin’s birth, Eric Denimal has written a spirited and 
popular biography of the largely unknown Reformer, painting the portrait of a man 
with a passionate faith. He wrote several pages on the Reformer’s childhood, situating 
him in the setting of the fascinating century that emerged from the Middle Ages to 
begin the Renaissance. The author reveals a stirring and resolved Calvin.

Portugal: Publicacoes Europa
America Lda

Man and Woman, God has created 

both by Jean VANIER

This is the reviewed and updated version of a classic that has been unavailable for 
several years. Jean Vanier examines the signification of the origins of sexuality and 
man-woman relations from a Christian perspective. He draws inspiration from years 
of experience at the heart of the Arch community for handicapped people. The author 
reiterates the fragility and vulnerability of each one of us and offers us a beautiful 
lesson of life and love, made from the gift of self and the acceptation of others.  

Poland: Wydawnictwo Swiety
Wojciech

Italy: Centro Editoriale Dehoniano

The challenges of being sixty by Éric DENIMAL

In  this book, the author gives advice on the attitudes to develop for gracefully turning 
sixty. He also very pragmatically touches on real topics such as male and female 
menopause, retirement, the art of grand parenting, aging and dying. This is a singular 
book; it is at the same time practical and spiritual, personified and concrete, and 
creates an art for living in the present.

Brazil: Pia Sociedade Filhas De
Spain: Mensajero Ediciones
Italy: Messagero di S. Antonio
Columbia: San Pablo
Poland: Wydawnictwo W. Drodze

Backlist
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One Year with Jesus

Here is a book that presents the essence of the teachings and life of Jesus, for the 
purposes of daily renewal.   This little book of life – a well from which unlimited 
resources can be drawn – is for everyone.  Taken from the four Gospels, this anthology 
of wise words offers the reader the quintessence of Christ’s message and life in 365 
messages of love and wisdom to enlighten each day.

Germany: Tyrolia Verlagsanstalt

Backlist

A retreat at home by Alain QUILICI

This book is perfect for anyone who would like to pause from everyday life, and 
dedicate time to meditating and praying, without leaving home. The book proposes 
that you take 30 minutes in the morning and in the evening for one week, to catch 
your breath and centre yourself on God. 

Italy: Editrice Elle Di Ci



27Foreign Rights Contact : Florence Maletrez florence.maletrez@editions-plon.com

Backlist

TRavel Litterature

Across the Americas From Alaska to Ushuaia, 

24 000 km covered by Jamel BALHI

The author recalls the amazing route that took him running across 24,000 km, from 
Alaska to Patagonia.   Each leg of the trip enabled him to mix with different peoples 
and delve into their cultures.  Here are those meetings, sometimes unusual but always 
enriching, now in book form.  A real hymn to tolerance and for the respect of others, 
these words echo with a call to share, to dialog and to develop solidarity between men 
the world over.

Portugal: Publicacoes Europa
America Lda

Spain: Sirpus

Bhoutan by Michaël PITIOT

Michaël Pitiot is sent to Bhutan by the Home Office to evaluate the migratory risk of 
local artisans expected to come to France to rebuild a Buddhist pavilion. His enquiry 
becomes pointless as it appears that leaving this land of wisdom would be an act of 
folly: only just waking up to modernity, and suffused with Tantric Buddhism, Bhutan 
is free of criminality and war. A strange and fascinating journey.

A World brimming with ideas by Lionel AUGUSTE, Thomas 
GAILLY & Olivier FRUCHAUD

Three young men set off on a world tour of encouraging environmental initiatives and 
share these with a broad public. Renewable energies, ecotourism, waste management: 
these are some of the vital issues they cover in their exploration of sustainable 
development, to help us find solutions for present-day needs that will spare the future. Korea:  Hyohyung Publishing

Paris-Saigon by Edouard CORTÈS & Jean-Baptiste FLICHY

Foreword by dominique Lapierre

Driving their 2CV cabriolet from Paris to Saigon, Edouard Cortès and Jean-Baptiste 
Flichy followed the trail of Larigaudie who, in 1938, established the first link between 
Europe and South East Asia in a Ford T. Punctuated by racy anecdotes like the 
“decapitation” of the 2CV in the Rumanian countryside, this book is more than the 
account of a technical feat: it is the tale of a human, cultural and spiritual adventure, 
abounding in encounters and remarkable experiences.

Portugal: Publicacoes Europa
America Lda
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Hopebearers  14 months, 14 countries, 14 encounters 

with exceptional people by Laurent & Marie-Hélène De CHERISEY

It is tempting to give up in the face of today’s economic, social and environmental 
problems. But some individuals refuse injustice and invincibly fight to change 
things. Laurent and Marie-Hélène Cherisey undertook a one-year journey with their 
five children to meet these messengers of hope. Witness Josefina, who combats the 
slavery of young girls in Peru, or Laxman who is reintroducing traditional irrigation 
techniques in India. A series of admirable stories illustrated by colour photographs.

Brazil: Editora Landscape

«What will the world be like for our children?”  In this second volume of their travels 
around the world, the Cherisey family and their five children continue to provide 
answers that baffle destiny.  From India to Siberia, they draw incredible portraits of the 
“builders of hope” that are striving for a better world.  An invigorating read.

Second volume of the adventures of this family who sold 67 000 copies with the first 
book “Hopebearers 1”.

A 1 400 km walk on the sacred paths of the island of Shikoku : Arian Wilson tells 
her pilgrimage following in master Kûkai’s footsteps, in the middle of an unknown 
and secret Japan. A new conception of travelling, with humour and poetry, full of 
descriptions, anecdotes, historical and sociological observations and personal thoughts, 
this chronicle offers an unusual vision of Japan, far away from the clichés

TRavel Litterature

67.000 
copies sold!

Hopebearers (T.2)  What world for our children, 

what future for the world ? by Laurent & Marie-Hélène De CHERISEY

17.000 
copies sold!

The Pilgrimage of the 88 Temples In a nomadic 

shelter on the sacred paths of Japan by Wilson ARIANE

I’ll have tea in Shanghaï by Jamel BALHI

After a motorcycle accident, Jamel Balhi decided to take up a Chinese friend’s invitation 
to have tea in Shanghai.  And he didn’t walk there… he ran !  This extraordinary 
20,000 kilometre adventure gave his life a new direction.  It is an authentic quest that 
takes us to back road spots where modern day travellers no longer venture. 
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Travel across forbidden China by Luc RICHARD

Luc Richard tells us about his trip to the most isolated and difficult-to-access regions of 
modern-day China. The fascinating ethnic groups that people the Tibetan mountains 
or Xinjiang, the unique landscapes, the incredible situations and inspiring reflections, 
such are the threads that make up his richly coloured tapestry of experiences.  From the 
mountains of Amdo to the uncrossable Takla-Makan desert, he escorts us on a unique 
tour of a China with a thousand faces.

italy:  Tascabili, Degli Editori

A Journey into Middle Eastern Christian 

Communities by Frédéric PICHON

This book, the story of a journey, follows a young French educator and his family and 
details their meetings with the Christian communities that still populate Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey.  Reality here is seen from within by a man of faith, an Arabophone 
and lover of Arabic culture.  This book shakes up preconceived ideas.

Hope around the world by Christian Boisseron, Nicolas 
de Fougeroux & Loïc de Rosando

Foreword by dominique Lapierre

«There are always a thousand suns on other side of clouds », says the Indian saying. 
Fill with that deep conviction, three young men have furrowed the planet for one 
year, meeting those who fight against despair and misery. Why only considering that 
drives you into sadness, weariness and destruction, while so many things, all around 
the world, can fill you with enthusiasm, freedom and happiness? This full of humour 
and tenderness testimony is a hymn to life, tearing the wall of despair and inviting us 
to cross it.

by Jean-Christophe PERROT & Diego AUDEMARD

The authors chose to bring this project, “Tell me about the Earth” to fruition together 
by travelling across Africa for a year, guided by people who were blind or nearly blind. 
An authentic experience led for the pleasure of discovering the extraordinary variety 
of the African continent. An unforgettable human and cultural adventure that is all 
about solidarity.

italy:  Edizioni Lindau
Germany:  Sankt Ulrich Verlag

36.000 
copies sold!

italy:  Edizioni San Paolo
Japan:  Basilico
Germany:  Frederking & Thaler

Verlag
Korea:  Moonwha-Kwahak

Publishing

African Tandems From the Sahara to Kilimanjaro 

guided by the Blind
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They conquered the Pole Exploration stories from the two 

discoverers of the South Pole (1910-1912) by Roald AMUNDSEN &  Robert  
   Falcon SCOTT

Foreword by Chantal EDEL

In December 1911 and in January 1912, two great explorers, the Norwegian Amundsen, 
and the British Scott conquered the South Pole in succession.  The second lost his life 
there.  For this, the Fourth International Polar year, their two stories, published in 
1913 and in 1914 and presented together for the first time with numerous vintage 
photos, lets us relive the strong moments in the history of the Poles.

A cello on the top the world by Ariane WILSON

Ariane Wilson, her cello on her back, accompanied by Maya Gratier, crossed the 
Zanskar Valley in the Himalayas, seeking out sounds.  From valleys to passes, they 
discovered other traditions where music, in tune with the surrounding countryside, is 
anchored in the profane and the sacred.  The cello, dialogues with the Zanskar chants 
and instruments through improvisation and sharing, but also through a veritable 
communion with the silence of the infinite.
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