
ÉDITIONS DES ÉQUATEURS
 Rights catalogue

Elisa Rodriguez -Rights manager
erodriguez@editionsdesequateurs.fr

2018



Si nous ne brûlons pas
If we don’t burn

Justine Bo

LITERATURE / FICTION
January 2018 - 296p.

The territory the narrator was born into is a small French town on the 
seaside. A place where everyone is bored and resentful. But it is always in 
places like this that everything begins. Every birth is associated with a 
territory, every individual is linked to a background. You can leave the 
place of your origins but it stuck with you. You are trapped. 

The narrator is a 27 years old woman with a resolution: to escape this 
trap. To bite the flesh which made her. To hate her birth and despise her 
blood. In order to escape her provincial childhood, conditioned by social 
failure, shaped by the mischiefs of her alcoholic brother and the barbaric 
acts of a man,   she goes to Paris.   She  studies with   the  obsession    of 
« making out of it », to win against the frontiers, to never bow down. 

This book is the story of a wandering, of an insurrection. It 
questions our society, trapped in its carefully delimitated 
territories. A private geography emerges as Justine Bo writes. 
Si nous ne brûlons pas is a burning novel. Its language reflects 
the violence of a world in which people have already lost but 
where maybe language and poetry have something to say to us.

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Justine Bo was born in 1989. 
She is a writer and a film 

director.

« A young writer with a Bukowkian style. » 
Alexandra Schwartzbrod, Libération

2018

Press :

“A book full of energy, rage and anger. We need to be disturbed by 
this literature.”   François Busnel, La Grande Librairie

“Justine Bi writes the same way you yell when you are twenty. It is 
the novel of an angry generation.”   Télérama

“Violent and modern.  A true accomplishment.”   Les Inrocks

“A text that seems to have abandonned all hope except the one 
that literature can lit the fire.”   Le Monde



“Dis maman, les nuggets c’est des 
fruits?”

“Mummy? Nuggets are fruits, aren’t they?”

Anne-Louise Sautreuil

SELF / HELP / HUMOUR
NON FICTION - March 2018 - 240p.

« Let’s admit it straight away : we were not on the right tracks to embrace a 
healthy life. This story would never have started if we were not scared and, 
more importantly, harassed with dozen of studies all day : you need to eat 
seventeen brocolies a month, to do thirty-seven minutes of sport everyday, to 
have sex three times a week and to stay away from cancer-causing 
toothpaste and aluminium tinfoil ! All these studies, scientific or not, are falling 
upon my generation every minute of the day. 
So I gave myself a year. A year to discover this organic life and its promises of 
a better longer life with the help of detox cures and superfoods. A year to 
convince my husband, Lorenzo, and my kids, Valentina, three years old, and 
Felipe, one year old, to eat vegetables, quinoa, vegetal milk, tofu, to do selective 
sorting and meditation and to use essential oils. I will make them eat Brazil 
nuts, spirulina and chia seeds. I will make my own soap and my own chestnut 
biscuits. A year to expiate and convert my family to what my friend Pierre 
does not hesitate to call ‘a new religion’. » 

With this diary,  Anne-Louise Sautreuil takes us on a journey 
to the « healthy world ». She tells about her experiments, 
sometimes successful, sometimes hilariously not, and guide us 
through the many kind of ways to try and live a better life. 
This is an hilarious book, filled with useful informations, which 
is going to speak to neophytes as well as to already converted 
people. It should even rallies all the sceptics ! 

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Anne-Louise Sautreuil was 
born in 1984, she is a 

journalist.



Véronique Mortaigne

NON FICTION - Literature - March 2018 - 256p.

Jane Birkin and Serge Gainsbourg are an iconic couple. They are 
synonyms of love, glamour, eroticism, poetry and provocation. Yet, their 
first encounter did not go well. They met while shooting the movie 
Slogan. Jane, the English aristocrat, just had her heart broken by by John 
Barry and was arriving to Paris bringing the Swinging London in her 
wicker basket. Serge Gainsbourg, the son of Russian immigrants, already 
the author of Le Poinçonneur des Lilas and La Javanaise, was torn by his 
breakup with Brigitte Bardot. Eighteen Years and the English Channel 
were separating them. 

During the spring of 1968, their love story will set fire to the sixties and 
liberate the France of the General de Gaulle, in the society of the 
play-boys, of Saint-Tropez, of the jet set, of Parisian nights. Their love 
could have drown at the bottom of The Swimming Pool, which Jane 
shoots with Alain Delon and Maurice Ronet. It could have burnt when 
she appears naked in Don Juan 73 with Brigitte Bardot or collapsed in Je 
t’aime moi non plus. 

Their couple is a game of mirrors. They attract each other like magnets 
and breaks the frontiers of masculinity and feminity. At the end, between 
Paris and Normandy, Jane & Serge will manage to form an amazing and 
rebel family. 

Véronique Mortaigne reveals some new, dark and extravagant 
aspects of this legendary couple. She met many witnesses of 
their love story and visited all the places of their relationship. 
Her book is like a vodka and champagne cocktail. It is the 
antidote to our boring and plain era. 

Double Je
Jane & Serge

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Véronique Mortaigne is a 
journalist.



Un été avec Homère
A Summer with Homer

Sylvain Tesson

NON FICTION - April 2018 - 340p.

After Montaigne, Proust, Baudelaire, Victor 
Hugo and Machiavel, spend your summer with 
Homer and Sylvain Tesson !

“In The Iliad and The Odyssey, there is light everywhere and a real 
tenderness for the animals, the forests, all that makes life sweet. Don’t you 
hear the sound of the waves when you open these two books? Of course, 
this tenderness is sometimes covered by the clash of weapons. But the 
love of life on Earth always comes back. Homere is a musician. We live in 
the echo of his symphony. 

We must prepare.  We are going to cross rivers and battle fields, to be 
thrown in the fight and invited to meet with the Gods. We will suffer 
through tempests, we will visit islands and land on reefs. We will wonder 
where these eternal tales come from, why do they still ring so familiar to 
our ears. Why are those Gods and those heroes, besides being sometimes 
terrifying and mysterious, seem so friendly ?”

To write A summer with Homer, Sylvain Tesson retired himself to an island 
of the Cyclades, in front of the Aegan Sea, with the light, the wind and the 
sand.

“Homer keeps helping us to live.”

RIGHTS SOLD 
TO ITALY 
(pre-empt)

Other titles in the 
serie sold to 18 

countries

Sylvain Tesson is a writer 
and a traveler



Benjamin Séguillon

NON FICTION - Literature - April 2018 - 160p.

« My name is Benjamin Le Meur. I’m fourty-five years old. I have a beautiful 
wife and three amazing kids. I have been working in advertising for twenty 
years. I am about to become a millionaire. My perfect life is about to 
change dramatically. Or perhaps it has changed a long time ago ? Perhaps 
it dates back to my childhood ? To the year 1977 ? »

This dramatic change is a cancer of the vocal cords. It is diagnosed to the 
narrator as he is at the prime of his life. It allows him to trace back to a 
hurtful family secret. Something that does not want to go. That time can’t 
erase : he was the victim of sexual abuse from his paternal uncle. His 
family will become aware of it but will prefer to solve the matter without 
involving the police, in the fear of losing its respectability. 
Because of that, the only ambition of the narrator while growing up is to 
distance himself from the adult world, to go against « them ». He has a 
chaotic adolescence, between France and South Africa. Everything has to 
go fast in order to fight old demons. 

Once adult, he becomes a sucessfull businessman. But nothing, not the 
money, the parties,  the alcohol can calm his anger. « I wanted to die, my 
body answered the call….Now I am at the heart of my nightmare. »

This book is a page-turner, full of life, far from literary canons. It 
is a powerful testimony against lies and cowardness.  

Le fils de la chance
Son of good luck

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Benjamin Séguillon was 
born in 1971. Son of good 

luck is his first book.



La Piste Kim : voyage au coeur de la 
Corée du Nord

In search of Kim : A travel at the heart of 
North Korea

Sébastien Falletti

NON FICTION - April 2018 - 240p.

Kim Jong-un is the most famous dictator on the planet. But he also is the 
most mysterious. And the most dangerous. At thirty years old, he has his 
hands upon the nuclear button. He defies Donald Trump and Xi Jiping. He 
is easily abled to destabilize the fragile balance of the world. Each of his 
action puts us in a state of fear. 

Six years after his accession to power in North Korea, the « supreme 
leader » is still a mystery for intelligence agencies, from the CIA to the 
Chinese spies. Even the exact age of King Jong II’s son, who was raised in 
Switzerland, is not known. He is at the head of an army of 1,2 million of 
soldiers (the fourth biggest army in the world) and is developping a 
nuclear weapons program which is a direct threat to America. 

How can we explain the strengh and the longevity of this state ? How, in 
our hyperconnected world, can a country escape from the gaze of 
everyone ? 

From Seoul to Pyongyang passing by Beijing, Bern and Washington D. C., 
Sebastien Falletti interviewed diplomats, experts and spies in order to 
better understand what is happening in North Korea. 

Beyond the myth and the biography, this book is a great 
enquiry, a captivating tale, a journey on the steps of King 
Jong-un. Sebastien Falletti knows everything about the 
landscape, the culture and the power plays of North Korea. He 
uncovers for the first time what lays behind the only 
communist « dynasty » of the world. 

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Previous title sold to 
UK

Sebastien Falletti has been 
a foreign correspondent 

based in Seoul since 2009. 
He went to North Korea 

many times. He is the 
author of « A Thousand 

Miles to Freedom » (2012).



Aventures d’un géographe
The Adventures of a Geographer

Yves Lacoste

NON FICTION / MEMOIRS / GEOGRAPHY
April 2018 - 300p.

Yves Lacoste is the founder of French geopolitics and geostrategy. He 
is one of the great names in contemporary geography, in the line with 
Paul Vidal de Lablache even if their research fields were different. 

Born in Morocco in 1929, the son of a geologist who taught him about 
rocks and fields, he lost his father, so important for his nurturing his 
passion, during his adolescence. He started studying geography thanks 
to his taste for geology and life gave him many spiritual fathers, such as 
Pierre George, a communist geographer who taught at the school of 
political science. Thanks to him, he wrote his first book about 
Third-World Countries. During the 1950’s and 1960’s,with the end of 
colonization and the ideological wars such as the Cold War, geography 
was marked by this question, You could not be a geographer without 
adressing the issue of politics. 

Yves Lacoste has always been motivated by his curiosity. He is an 
adventurer. He went from Afghanistan to Vietnam, passing by Cuba. He 
travelled a lot in Africa, going for example to Ouagadougou to meet 
with populations affected by tropical diseases, as geography can also 
helps the medical field. But Yves Lacoste has always been a free man 
and never associated with any ideology or academy. He was the first to 
conceive geography as « an art of war ». 

His memoirs are fascinating on both a personnal and 
scientific point of view. They illustrate his rebel spirit with 
great precision. This book makes us understand the essence 
of geography. 

Yves Lacoste is a French 
geographer.

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Previous titles sold to 
Spain, UK, Poland



Le Jeu de l’amour sans le 
Hasard

The Mathematics of Love

Laurent Pujo Menjouet

NON FICTION - Science - May 2018 - 154p.

What is the secret of long-lasting couples? How do they manage to stay 
together this long? The mathematician Laurent Pujo-Menjouet knows 
their trick. It has nothing to do with magic or spells : it is about 
mathematical formulas. What if the solution to our streak of bad luck 
regarding love were to be found in the school subject which we 
(perhaps) hated the most ? Love has its reasons that reason now knows. 
The greek word “mathema” means “what can be taught”. The first goal 
of the mathematician is to try and bring solutions to our problems and 
to share them with the world. What if differential equations could save 
your relationship? Would you agree to immerse yourself in the minds of 
mathematicians to solve your love related problems? 
 
Laurent Pujo-Menjouet shows us how love allows us to play with 
mathematics and how mathematics can help rethink a relationship. 
Basing himself on the works of psychologists, economists, writers and 
movie directors, and also sometimes on his personnal life, he helps us to 
do mathematics without us even noticing it and makes us think about 
love in all its complexity. 

This fun and witty book explains how love can make us 
experiment the most difficult equations. It can also help the 
least mathematical kind of persons to celebrate their diamond 
anniversary ! ALL RIGHTS 

AVAILABLE

Laurent Pujo-Menjouet 
was born in 1973. He has a 

PhD in mathematics, 
specializing in differential 

equations, and gives 
conferences all over the 

world. 



Sarah Gysler

NON FICTION - Literature - May 2018 - 200p.

Sarah is 24 years old. She has 16 tattoos, a funny Swiss accent, a heavy 
backpack, 8000 miles to her name, a strong view of the world, a great 
indocility, natural empathy. She is very broke but has a disarming thirst for 
life and freedom. 

One day, when she was 20 years old, she saw an add for the lottery on 
television : the lucky winners were spinning a globe to determine where 
they were going to go on hollidays. She decided to do the same. Her finger 
landed on Cape North. She left everything behind her : her job, her flat, her 
boyfriend, her cat. She left alone, without any money. 

It took her four month to arrive to Cape North. Four month of hitchiking, 
alone except for some brief and intense encounters. She spent weeks 
walking in forests. Since then, she never went home. She travelled 
absolutely everywhere. 

Why all those miles ? 

Sarah grew up in a family of mailmen, divided between her Algerian mother 
who raised alone her two children and his Swiss father whose theory is 
that nothing is illegal as long as you never get caught. To face her parents’ 
divorce, she had two allies : her big brother, Flex, and her little sister, Laura. 

At 7 years old, Sarah learns that her father has an incurable disease. It is the 
end of childhood and the beginning of many « instabilities », among which 
school bullying. 

Sarah decided to fulfill her dream : leave. Her travels are a second birth for 
her. 

This book is a striking coming-of-age novel, about her woman 
transforming her anger into something great. It shows humor 
and an amazing maturity. The young traveller talks about the 
pains of her childhood and adolescence, her disgust for 
uniformity and the violence of society and her spirit of freedom.

Petite
Small

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Sarah Gysler is a young 
writer and traveller.

www.aventurierefauchee.com/



Suzanne

Frederic Pommier

NON FICTION - May 2018 - 180p.

« Her name is Suzanne. She is 95 years old. She always loved live. 

She was the best at running and a great tennis player. She loved to drive fast, 
must too fast. She wanted to see everything, do everything, visit everything. 
She always speaks her mind. She never complains and only cries when she is 
happy. Never when she is hurt or sad. She was born in Normandy. She 
married for love. She lost one of her children, and then her husband. She 
always said that in her head she was only 40 years old, as it is then that her 
life stopped. When her husband died. She raised alone her four daughters, 
trying to teach them the essential : to put up a bright face and a good sense 
of humor. 

A few years back, she started to fall a lot. Now she lives in a retirement home. 
Life there is like an insipid jelly served in plastic plates with infantilizing 
remarks, many humiliations, high doses of medication and curses – and 
sometimes even blows. Since she is there, she does not eat much. She lost a 
lot of weight. ‘Their fitness program is very efficient’ she whispers ironically. 

Since she left her home she lost 45 pounds. And I lost a few pounds of humor 
myself as Suzanne, this old lady of 95 years old, is my grandmother. »

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Frédéric Pommier is a 
journalist at France Inter.



Anomalie
Anomaly

Julie Peyr

FICTION / LITERATURE
August 2018 - 280p.

In the 1980’s, Mehdi and his sister Leila, respectively ten and twelve years 
old, are growing up between the buildings of the projects of Seine Saint 
Denis they live in. The disease of Danielle, their adoptive mother, and the 
indifference of André, her husband, who comes home every night 
exhausted by his work at the factory, brings the two children closer and 
reinforce their independence. 
At the swimming pool where they have their practice twice a week, they 
meet Mai, a young girl who lives on the other side – the wealthy part – 
of the neighborhood. Mai suffers from scoliosis and has to fight her fear 
of water in order to reeducate her body. Leila, who is an excellent 
swimmer, notices her brother’s fascination for Mai and decides to take 
her under her wing. Thanks to her two new friends, Mai will escape from 
her loneliness. 
The three kids, driven by the wild energy of Leila, become inseparable. 
They discover and explore each other with the intensity of their age. 
Their feelings are exacerbated. But their reality is collapsing around 
them. Danielle’s health goes from bad to worse and disturbs the fragile 
balance of the family. Leila’s drives get the upper hand on her and eat her 
alive. The three kids break apart as jealousy and anger replace the joy and 
carefree feeling of childhood. 

Julie Peyr describes with great beauty the savage poetry of the 
years before adulthood – the anomaly of the preadolescence. 
She aso resurrects a time where popular neighborhoods are 
not yet ghettos, where kids are wandering the streets in search 
of adventure with their radio cassette player.   

Julie Peyr is a scriptwriter. 
Anomalie is her second 

novel. 

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE



La Fabrique des hommes
How men are made

Paul Baldenberger

FICTION / LITERATURE
August 2018 - 280p.

How Men Are Made is the story of two father and son travels. The 
narrator, who is reaching forty years old, invites his father to spend a 
week with him in New York. An executive in a big company, he wants 
to take his dad, a university lecturer, to a tour of medieval museums in 
order to show him that he still have an artistic sensibility. He also 
wants to take care of him like a child, to show him that he can afford 
to. He wants to reverse the ratio of power. Of course, this trip will 
raise other problems. After two decades of silence and lack of 
understanding, the two men will question the meaning of filiation. 

To counterpoint this trip, the narrator, who became a father himself, 
takes Isaac, his seven years old son, to his first plane trip. They go to 
the Balkan States and its « post war landscapes » that the narrator 
visited a lot during the conflicts. It is a way for him to tell his son about 
the life he had before having him, « a life in which he could not have 
play a part and was not even a thought », about the women he loved, 
the dreams and hopes he had. 

With these two travels, Paul Baldenberger questions the idea 
of filiation and the way fathers and sons become men. 

After his impressive and very well received first novel, Paul 
Baldenberger tackle a universal notion. He manages to put a 
light on the violent beauty of the father and son relationships. 

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Paul Baldenberger lives in 
Paris. His first novel, À la 
place du mort (2016) was 
acclaimed by the critics. 



Honoria

Judith Housez

FICTION / LITERATURE
August 2018 - 280p.

Honoria is the story of two women. One, the narrator, is our 
contemporary. She lives in London and is trying to take her minds off 
her disastrous love life by diving into books about the end of the Roman 
Empire. This is how she encounter the second woman : Honoria, a 
Roman princess of the 5th Century A.D. 

Honoria comes from a crepuscular era, which is also the coming of a 
new world with the Barbarians Invasions and the spreading of 
Catholicism. This era of transition still is quite unexplored nowadays 
and remains a fascinating mystery. With great humor, the narrator tells 
us about her enquiry and reveals her findings about these dark and 
hidden times. She studies the fragments that are left of Honoria’s life. 
She was a princess, the sister of an Emperor, and has been quite 
mistreated by the Antiquity chroniclers. They depict her as « an evil, 
nymphomaniac Messalina who was the grave digger of the Empire ». The 
narrator decides to shine a light on her and rehabilitates her.

We become attached to the irresistible Honoria. Her mother used to 
say about to her : « You have a gift for love. Any man would become your 
toy. Even our eunuchs are under your spell ! » We are indeed charmed 
by this rebel, burning and liberated woman who is not afraid of   
anything : She fell in love with a freedman and even proposed to Attila ! 
While her world is falling appart because of cruelty, Honoria has to run 
away : the Emperor wants her dead. She transgressed the established 
order. 

What if Honoria was the first modern woman ? 

One thing is for sure : once you meet Honoria, you are never 
the same again. 

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Judith Hausez is a very 
talented portraitist. Her 

biography of Marcel 
Duchamp won the Prix de la 
Biographie in 2007. She is a 
scriptwriter and producer.  



Ce qu’il reste d’un rêve
What remains of a dream

Flore Vasseur

NON FICTION / LITERATURE / NOVEL
September 2018 - 280p.

Aaron Swartz was an IT genius with an accute political sense. He was 
a strong defensor of digital freedom. He was a symbol for the activists 
and the man to take down for the US authorities. Internet needed to 
stay a tool to control the masses. Aaron needed to be stopped. 
On January 6th 2011, Aaron Swartz was biking through the MIT 
campus when he was chased down by a police car. He was then 
publicly arrested. He was then exposed to thirty-five years in jail, a 
million dollar fine, and the interdiction to use a computer for the rest 
of his life. His crime ? He had downloaded 4.8 millions academics 
articles on the platform JSTOR. Aaron refused to negociate and 
wanted to have a trial in order to avenge his honor. He hanged himself 
in his Brooklyn’s room, a few weeks before his trial, on January 11th 
2013. He was 26 years old. 
Immediatly, the web implodes. The ministry of Justice’s website is 
hacked. His face is painted on the walls of Brooklyn and is put on 
t-shirts and mugs. His suicides breaks many lives and careers. Five 
years later, he is still an inspiration. An HBO series is in preparation. 

Flore Vasseur tells us the story of Aaron Swartz, the web 
symbol who was defending the idea that knowledge should be 
shared by everyone. 
Her book is both  the portrait of this almost christic figure 
and a reflexion on the meaning of power, engagement and 
resistance in a world which only pretends to be free. 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

Previous works 
sold to Germany 

and Korea

Flore Vasseur is one of the 
best specialist of counter 

powers and web resistance. 
She met with numerous 
hackers including Julian 

Assange and Edward 
Snowden.  



Backlist

En sommer 
med Montaigne 

Antoine Compagnon

Forord af Bjørn Bredal

Kristeligt Dagblads Forlag



Marianne Chaillan

NON FICTION / POP PHILOSOPHY  - 176p.

From Snow White to Frozen or Zootopia, the Disney-Pixar universe is a 
provider of dreams and magic for young and old alike.

Is it only regressive joy ? Many scholars proved the values of the tales 
inspiring many Disney movies. But what if the magic also came from a 
purely philosophical reading of these films? When we set upon discovering 
their philosophy, we find golden mines!

With Aladdin, we can ponder what is the best thing to ask the Genie for. 
Or, more precisely, what are the conditions for happiness. In The Lion 
King, we initiate ourselves to the Tao by singing «Hakuna Matata». We 
encounter Montaigne and his reflexions about cannibalists in Pocahontas. 
In The Jungle Book, we wonder what is the role of the other in the making 
of the self. Wall-E allows us to study the robots : can they think or have 
feelings? Plato is at the heart of Atlantis. One Hundred and One 
Dalmatians initiates us to animal ethics. Maleficent, the villain from 
Sleeping Beauty, makes us question the roots of evil. Frozen guides us 
toward the Sartrian philosophy of freedom.

Marianne Chaillan explores through the films, the songs and the 
characters of Disney the fascinating world of philosophy.

Press :  “A great book to explain to our children that behind every Disney 
movie there is philosophy.” Europe 1
“An original initiation to philosophy.” Le Monde
“Marienne Chaillan shows how much entertainment and philosophy are 
linked.” Libération

Ils vécurent philosophes et 
firent beaucoup d’heureux

From Magic to Philosophy

Backlist
RIGHTS SOLD 

TO JAPAN

This small and entertaining book shows 
that philosophy is not an intellectual 
discipline and can be seen everywhere 
in popular culture.

Marianne Chaillan teaches 
philosophy. 
She is the author of «Harry 
Potter at the school of 
philosophy» and «The 
Ultimate Game of Thrones 
and Philosophy» (Open Court, 
2016).

More than 8000 
copies sold !



Seule dans Raqqa
Alone in Raqqa

Hala Kodmani

NON FICTION - 200p.

This book is an unprecedented account of a Muslim woman living in 
the capital of the so-called Islamic State.

Born in Raqqa in 1985 to a wealthy and conservative Kurdish family, 
Ruqia Hassan Mohammed studied philosophy at Aleppo University. 
For the last five years, she kept a diary on Facebook under the 
pseudonym “Nissan Ibrahim”. In this diary she wrote about daily life 
under ISIS laws and constant bombing and shared both her fears and 
her dreams of freedom.

Why did we become interested in Ruqia Hasan Mohammed? Because 
her Facebook posts, when read as a whole, are a unique voice from 
the heart of the Syrian tragedy. Told by Hala Kodmani, Ruqia’s diary 
speaks to us with the same urgency and perceptiveness as Anne 
Frank’s.

Ruqia was a citizen journalist with a great sense of humor full of hope 
for her broken country. Her moving diary is inseparable from the 
history of contemporary Syria.

RIGHTS SOLD TO GERMANY AND TURKEY

“Her name was Ruqia Hassan  Mohammed. 
The picture on her Facebook page shows a 
young woman with delicate make-up. She is 
wearing a black headscarf with a gold 
headband and a long fitted tunic. She has a 
rounded face, high cheekbones and a shy 
smile. She was a Syrian and lived in Raqqa, 
the capital of the Islamic State. On 
Facebook, she wrote about her daily life 
under jihadists. They did not like it. In January 
2016, they announced that she had been 
executed. Ruqia was 30 years old.” 
Alain Frachon (extract from an article 
published in Le Monde on 4th February 
2016).

Hala Kodmani is a Franco-Syrian 
journalist for the newspaper 
Libération. In 2013, she won the 
Prix de l’Association de la presse 
diplomatique française for her 
coverage of the Syrian crisis.



ALL RIGHTS 
AVAILABLE

A single formless cell of 10m² that does 
everything: eyes, ears, mouth, stomach,
221 sexes…neither a plant, an animal 
or a fungus, here comes the blob!
beyond its mystery, this unknown 
species promises new and major 
scientific discoveries.

Audrey Dussutour was born in 
1977. She is a researcher at 
the CNRS where she studies 
the behaviour of ants and 
unicellular organisms. For her 
research on the blob, she lived 
in Australia, Japan and 
Sweden.

Tout ce que vous avez toujours voulu 
savoir sur le Blob, sans jamais le 

demander
Everything you always wanted to know about 

the Blob but were to afraid to ask
Audrey Dussutour

NON FICTION - Science - 200p.

An American woman once found in her garden a huge yellow spongy 
mass. She called the police and, panicked, they shot at it without effect. 
They burnt it but the next morning, the thing had doubled in size. It was 
a blob.
Needless to say, it inspired a horror movie: Beware of the Blob with Steve 
MacQueen. The blob seems to be immortal. If you cut it into bits, it glues 
itself back together in two minutes. Its only enemies are lightness and 
dryness. But even then, it can “hibernate”, waiting for the dark and rainy 
season.
The blob, or physarum polycephalum, does not have any brain cells but 
can learn and solve complex problems. It even has a personality. The 
stems act differently depending on their country of origin: the American 
is tends to procrastinate. It does not have any limbs but it can move, albeit 
slowly. In laboratory conditions, it feeds it can maintain an optimal input 
of essential nutrients for its survival and its growth.
The scientist Audrey Dussutour met it by chance. Since then, she has 
dedicated herself to its study. The blob has revealed enormous capacities 
and scientists have gone from discovery to discovery. Each has opened a 
new window for our own species: the mystery of our origins, the solution 
to improve our longevity along with new leads Imagine if you could merge 
with another individual and acquire all their knowledge! It is possible for 
blobs!

More than 6000 
copies sold !



Un été avec Victor Hugo
Laura El Makki and Guillaume Gallienne

Victor Hugo’s work is infinite. He embraced all forms: poetry, literature, theatre, 
letters, and pamphlets. He was both a an of tragedy and comedy, a true genius. 
He was the writer of his century, who fought for people freedom against justice. 
He was strongly opposed to the death penalty, to slavery  and to any kind of 
alienation. Laura El Makki’s clear and intelligent writing and Guillaume Gallienne 
tragicomic’s style manage beautifully to bring ack Victor Hugo to us. To spend a 
summer with Victor Hugo is not only to rest in the shadows of a giant but also 
to travel with him, to love till exhaustion, to share his good words far away from 
conventional and rigid images. Un été avec Victor Hugo by Laura El Makki and 
Guillaume Gallienne is a brilliant book, full of sea and wind. It presents a radiant 

and strongly alive Victor Hugo.

Rights sold to Croatia, Norway

Un été avec Baudelaire
Antoine Compagnon

No poet ever spoke better than Baudelaire about women and love. He got 
interested in the art of photography, only to criticize it and thought about 
committing suicide when the newspapers changed their format. He was a 
wounded man, a cruel sword-fighter, a crazy genius, an agitator of insomnia. 
Baudelaire, who greatly admired Delacroix and Manet, was one of the most 
lucid observers of the desecration of art in the modern world. He was a 
dandy, had affinities with ragmen. He was first a left-side anarchist and then a 
right-side one. He was the man of all
paradoxes and originalities. 
Antoine Compagnon is a graduate of Polytechnique, professor at the 
Collège de France and at Columbia University. He is a specialist in both 
Montaigne and Proust.

Rights sold to : Italy, Norway, Croatia, Sweden, Spain 
(Catalan), Korea

Un été avec ...
Un été avec Machiavel
Patrick Boucheron

The rulers Machiavelli met always disappointed him. This may be why he had 
to invent his own paper Prince. But, the questions for us today are not why 
he wrote this notorious political tract but for whom? For the princes or for 
those who wanted to resist them?
What art of governing is Machiavelli suggesting? Is it to take power and hold 
on to it? If so: what role do the people have? Can they govern themselves? Do 
good laws come from virtuous legislators?
Does the end really justify the means?
With great verve and erudition, Patrick Boucheron illuminates this 
unclassifiable visionary. With him, we listen to Machiavelli like others before 
us. Thinking of our own future.

Rights sold to Greece, USA, Croatia



Un été avec Proust
Laura El Makki , Antoine Compagnon, Raphaël Enthoven, Michel Erman, 
Adrien Goetz, Nicolas Grimaldi, Julia Kristeva, Jérôme Prieur, Jean-Yves 
Tadié

“Always try to keep a patch of sky above your life” Proust wrote in Swann’s 
Way. Such is the aerial and stimulating ambition of this ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST.
In Seach of Lost Time is an unclassifiable masterpiece, so deep that one reads 
and rereads it to find “the only life which can be said to be really lived” — that 
is to say literature. This book takes us to the salons of the Belle Epoque, to a 
beach in Normandy or to Venice. It questions the idea of living, of sudden 
memories, of the subtlety of human relationships and the ambiguity of the 
feeling of love. It also addresses the benefits of the imagination or the beauty of 
art. The reader can find in it a shelter for his own fantasies. He can also 
recognizes in it his own joys and fears and learn some truths about himself.

Rights sold to : Italy, Greece, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, China, Japan, Korea

Un été avec Montaigne
Antoine Compagnon

RIGHTS SOLD TO 18 COUNTRIES

In forty chapters,Antoine Compagnon reads into Montaigne in a funny and 
limpid way. From the notion of engagement to the throne of the world, via the 
art of conversation, friendship, education, ill-employed time and even 

overweightness,
Compagnon manages to show both the historical value of the Essays and its 
present relevance. Un été avec Montaigne is originally a series of broadcasts 

which aired during the summer of 2012 on France Inter.
Antoine Compagnon is a writer who teaches at the Collège de France and at 

Columbia University. He invites us to discover an estival and tonic
Montaigne, who will allow us to tan our souls.

Rights sold to : Germany, Spain, China, South Korea, Italy, 
Netherlands, Brazil, Turkey, Sweden, Croatia, Bulgaria, 
Spain (catalan), Japan, Norway,  Denmark,Portugal, English 

(world).
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