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ACTUALITY 

A PLUNGE INTO THE RELIGIOUS REACTOR OF EXORCISM TODAY 

Through the prisms of religion, history and politics, this book 
sheds an elucidating light on the murders committed by those 
who claim to act in God’s name, to put an end to their blindness. 
Can we talk about a return of God? 
Are we living through a clash of civilisations?  
Have wars become necessarily religious?  
This essay responds to these questions, as well as many others 
more directly related to the origins of ISIL, the so-called Islamic 
State, the hatred of Russia, the divisions in Turkey, the paradox 
of Iran, the enigma of the United States…. 
Why do we feel that we are reliving a resurgence from an age of 
obscurity just as the accomplishment of modernity is being 
completed?  What stops us from seeing clearly?  
What if the unfolding agony we observe were, in reality, that of 
the cult of Science, faith in Progress, belief in Humanity – so 
utterly stunning that our judgement is eclipsed?  
From secular Messianisms to apocalyptic millenarisms, it is the 
dark face of the Enlightenment we see rising, to put an end to 
blindness.   
A book that will teach us to open our eyes. 

Writer, publisher, teacher and author of essays and 
documentary films, Jean-François Colosimo, who lives in 
Paris, is undertaking a massive investigation into how, 
nowadays, theology is metamorphosing into politics. 

160 pages 

World rights 
available 

JEAN-FRANÇOIS COLOSIMO 
 Aveuglement 

BLINDNESS 



ACTUALITY 

 TO PROTECT OURSELVES 

Smartphone, social networks, connected objects, digital TV, the 
Internet, video games: today, the new medias are as omnipresent 
as they are intrusive. And their negative effects in professional, 
social and family are equally blatant: between impoverishment 
and illusion, real harm and the creation of a void, destruction and 
exhaustion, humanity is disincarnating, space and time are 
disappearing into and all-powerful virtuality. What can we say 
about the richness and the meaning of our existences in a society 
so bent on speed, proximity, immediacy, all-pervading 
information and all kinds of performances? What is the 
diagnostic of homo connecticus, his body and mind? What 
disquieting pathologies are now corrupting his very nature? How 
can we resist this long and insidious dislocation? 

In this new, well-documented essay, Jean-Claude Larchet 
continues his series of studies of different types of maladies and 
the appropriate therapies. A critical and salutary reflection on our 
systems of communication. An incitement to protect ourselves, 
and recover our psychic and spiritual identity. 

Philosopher and Orthodox theologian, Jean-Claude Larchet’s 
books, often published by Éditions du Cerf, are warmly received 
by critics and the reading public. 

336 pages 

Rights sold in 
Romanian 

JEAN-CLAUDE LARCHET 
Malades des nouveaux médias 

THE NEW MEDIA CONNECTION 



ACTUALITY 

 THE FOUNDING TEXTS, THE KEY CONCEPTS 

Here is the finest possible introduction to criminology, a 
discipline whose full scientific status France is beginning to 
acknowledge. This unprecedented volume introduces readers to 
both the founding texts and the key concepts of a venture that 
began two centuries ago. 
Although the early works and first essays on the subject are 
primarily descriptive, endeavouring to grasp the phenomenon of 
crime, very soon - and sometimes at the risk of ideological 
pitfalls - the manuals focus on the causes and circumstances of 
crime, hence posing wider-ranging questions regarding society, 
the law and politics. 
But this development could not succeed without a more complex 
theoretic framework of nascent criminology, instigating an 
increasingly innovative treatment of crime in strictly conceptual 
terms. This book – a reference - also draws up a detailed account 
of this complementary epistemological dimension. 
An anthological guide-cum-glossary in which Alain Bauer, a 
pioneer in the subject in the French-speaking world, deploys the 
full range of his pedagogical talents. 

Professor of Applied Criminology at the Conservatoire national 
des arts et métiers and security consultant whose expertise has 
been sought by several home secretaries and French presidents 
concerning police and terrorism issues, Alain Bauer is the 
author of many books on crime. 

256 pages 

World rights 
available 

ALAIN BAUER 
ABC de la Criminologie 

AN ABC OF CRIMINOLOGY 



ACTUALITY 

 

 A MANUAL OF COUNTEROFFENSIVE 

Founder of the French Nouvelle Gauche and a close friend of 
Mélenchon, the author advocates the renegotiation of treaties and 
radical change in the form of an ecologically responsible economic 
model that promises the return of full employment and the extension of 
social rights.  
What is the current state of Europe, our social model and employment 
in France? With these three forceful topics - already proposed by the 
‘Republicans’ party during their primary elections - Liêm Hoang-Ngoc 
weighs into the debate. 
Here, the author addresses committed citizens, providing them with a 
‘key-in-hand’ discourse against prevalent economic ideas. In a clear-
sighted and hard-hitting text, he tackles, point by point, the objections 
advanced by press editorialists, ‘official experts’ and disciples of the 
economists’ corporation against partisans of political change. 
Responding to criticism that the ‘heterodox’ have not adapted their 
mindsets to the modern world and its transformations, the author 
analyses the economic changes imposed over the last thirty years by 
policies inspired by liberal economic theory within the framework of 
contested European construction. Far from benefitting the majority, 
these policies have triggered an increase in inequality, unemployment 
and poverty. 
Liêm Hoang-Ngoc argues in favour of renegotiating treaties and 
changing our economic model. He sets out the precepts of a policy that 
would orchestrate the transition to an ecologically responsible 
development model, with the promise of full employment and 
increased social rights. 

Economist, French politician and member of la France Insoumise, 
Liêm Hoang-Ngoc founded the Nouvelle Gauche, a socialist 
movement, in 2014 

112 pages 

World rights 
available 

LIÊM HOANG-NGOC 
Un insoumis devrait dire ça… 

THE DISCOURSE OF THE INSUBORDINATE 



ACTUALITY 

DECODING RADICAL IDEAS, FIGHTING AGAINST INDOCTRINATION 

What arguments do radicalised ideologues employ to manipulate 
the masses? What perversions underlie their ideas? How has the 
peace heralded by all religions become an instrument of war 
declared against the entire world? Hasn’t the time come to stop 
making war in the name of God, a multi-facetted entity 
depending on which side you are on, and make peace in the name 
of mankind? 
Through a study of three religious ideologies – Zionist 
evangelism, religious Zionism and Salafism – philosopher and 
theologian Antoine Fleyfel, a child of the Lebanese Civil War, 
decodes the logic behind the violence committed nowadays in the 
name of God through a meticulous examination of their 
theological founding principles.  
An in-depth essay of exceptional clarity in which the author 
tackles the religious bases of these ideologies in conjunction with 
the history and international policies of the United States, Saudi 
Arabia and Israel since 1973. 

Born in Beirut in 1977 and a specialist in the geopolitics of 
Eastern Christians, Antoine Fleyfel is a Franco-Lebanese 
philosopher and theologian who currently teaches at Lille 
Catholic University. Furthermore he is the editor-in-chief of 
Perspectives & Réflexion 

320 pages 

World rights 
available 

ANTOINE FLEYFEL 
Les Dieux criminels 

CRIMINAL GODS 



ACTUALITY 

 TO UNDERSTAND THE IRANIAN REGIME 

Has the Iranian revolution of 1979 succeeded in fulfilling its 
dream of a society governed by religious precepts? In other 
words, has it managed to merge the political and the religious 
into one body? 
According to Amélie Chelly, the answer is abundantly clear: by 
making a political tool of Shiism, the Iranian rulers have not only 
perverted the cornerstones of traditional religious tradition, but 
furthermore have failed to found a durable and credible system. 
Re-examining the origins of the Mullahs’ regime and studying all 
the stages in the corruption of the religion and its precepts, she 
demonstrates how the rulers of Iran have systematized the 
confusion between the public and private spheres, rendering the 
rightful place, function and even the nature of their religion 
illegible – to the point of making it ineffective. 
In this context of the misapplication of traditional Shiism, there 
has emerged a generation of intellectuals for whom the place of 
Islam needs to be reinvented. Hence, a new secularization 
movement is foreseeable. 
 From the origins of the regime of the Mullahs to the religious 
crisis now confronting Iranian Shiism, and from the dream of a 
society governed by religious precepts to the perverting of all the 
traditions, Amélie Chelly analyses thirty-eight years of Iranian 
theocracy. 

Research Fellow at the CADIS (EHESS-CNRS), sociologist 
and specialist of Iran and Islamic politics, Amélie Chelly has 
written academic books on general knowledge. 

304 pages 

World rights 
available 

AMÉLIE CHELLY 
Iran, Autopsie du chiisme politique 

AN AUTOPSY OF POLITICAL SHI’ISM 



ESSAY 

 

TEILHARD DE CHARDIN, ADVENTURER IN UNCHARTERED LANDS 

Was Pierre Teilhard de Chardin driven by the spirit of 
adventure? The motto ascribed to him by one of his friends, 
George Barbour - ‘Ut migraturus habita’ (Live as though you are 
about to migrate) - is not a satisfactory answer. His own 
statement: ‘From now on, I couldn’t be anything other than a 
spiritual adventurer’ is equally inadequate. What we must do is 
follow him on his numerous voyages, read his abundant 
correspondence, hear him complain of being detained in Peking 
during the Second World War with no possible field of action, or 
even doubt that La Croisière jaune could be of any use to him. 
We must also listen as he laments how Christianity had lost the 
spirit of adventure, and watch as he enters those ‘blank’ zones 
where knowledge and belief lose their bearings, and reality 
reclaims all its powers. 

This book invites readers to follow in the footsteps of a 
gentleman with wings on his heels. 

Paris-based science historian and theologian Jacques Arnould has 
devoted many books to the relationship between science and faith, 
notably La Théologie après Darwin and Dieu, le singe et le big 
bang, published by Les Editions du Cerf. In charge of Ethics at the 
CNES (National Centre for Space Studies) he also authored La 
Seconde Chance d’Icare and Une perle.  
 

World rights 
avalaible 

JACQUES ARNOULD 
Par des terres qui te sont inconnues 

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
Aventurier du passé et de l’avenir 

Préface : Pierre Franceschi 

BY LANDS UNKNOWN TO YOU 
PIERRE TEILHARD DE CHARDIN, ADVENTURER OF THE PAST AND FUTURE 

272 pages 



ESSAY 

FROM ONE LEFT TO MANY. FROM THE ENLIGHTENMENT TO 2016 

An analysis of the history of the Left in France that casts light 
on the decline of the Left today. Did the Left enter a new era 
in 2016? What is presaged by the ideological recomposition 
currently taking place outside the confines of the Party - the 
“Printemps républicain”, the “Nuit debout” movement and 
“En marche”? Must we renovate, or reinvent the Left of the 
21st century? Who will save the Left, if not the people? 

Boucaud-Victoire explains how the Left is not just a concept, 
but a heritage – that of the Age of Enlightenment, of the 
Dreyfus Affair, and of May ’68 and the Mitterrand years. By 
re-examining the multiple schisms afflicting the Left, he 
clarifies the configurations of the new liberal Left, the new 
Jacobin Left and the alternative Left.  
In this book, Kevin Boucaud-Victoire, citizen and committed 
journalist, voices his generation’s hope for the repolitization of 
daily and civic life 

Cofounder of the waning socialist site Le Comptoir, Kevin 
Boucaud-Victoire, 28, is an economist and journalist. After 
working in particular for L’Humanité, nowadays he 
contributes to the on-line daily Atlantico. 

World rights 
avalaible 

KEVIN BOUCAUD-VICTOIRE 
La guerre des Gauches 

THE WAR OF THE LEFTS 

256 pages 



ESSAY 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE NEW CHALLENGES 
SOCIETY IMPOSES ON THE COUPLE 

How is it possible to still love a partner when desire has 
evaporated? Is growing old together still an option? Between 
demands for individual freedom, the emotional and sexual 
fulfilment required by contemporary society and the 
construction of a life together, how can all the elements in this 
new equation be balanced? The family used to be a place of 
stability and security, but today the couple – heterosexual or 
homosexual – has become more a source of anguish.  
Between collective norms and personal values, couples 
nowadays are under considerable pressure. Having explored in 
his previous works the nature of the bond - in the religious 
dimension and in relationships of authority - Jacques Arènes 
now extends his analysis into the sexual domain, visiting the 
reploughed field of the masculine and the feminine in the light 
of the newly-established norms, and examining what must be 
called the “crisis of filiation”.  
This book casts an unsparing, new light on our intimate being, 
consisting as it does of flesh, our place in the society, and our 
desire to be. An in-depth reflection, abundantly illustrated with 
clinical cases and examples taken from contemporary 
literature (in particular the novels of Michel Houellebecq), a 
far cry from the countless ineffective vade mecums available. 

Clinical psychologist and psychoanalyst Jacques Arènes has 
specialised in the study of the religious phenomenon and the 
process of establishing familial and societal links. After 
directing the Centre d’éthique de la famille et du sujet 
contemporain (Lille), he is nowadays a professor at the 
Catholic University of Paris, responsible for creating a 
psychology degree course. He has written numerous books; his 
latest is Nos vies à créer (2014) 

World rights 
avalaible 

JACQUES ARÈNES 
La fabrique de l’intime 

INTIMATE MATTERS 

224 pages 



ESSAY 

THE PLEASURE OF GIVING AND THE JOY OF RECEIVING! 

At a time when almost 70% of the presents given at Christmas 
end up for sale in online marketplaces like eBay and 
PriceMinister, it is salutary to reconsider the pleasure of giving 
and receiving, to learn again how to choose an appropriate gift 
and express gratitude when we receive one. 
Whether expected or a surprise, disappointing or delightful, 
gifts occupy an increasingly large place in our consumerist 
society. At the same time, they can be a source of worry, with 
the obligation to find the most original or most magnificent 
gift, as well as the problem of graciously receiving gifts that 
are totally unrelated to who we are and what we like. What 
does this competitiveness and deception reveal? What value 
should we place on the gifts we receive? What do they 
represent for those who give them? What is really at stake in 
this exchange? 
To finally free ourselves of prevailing consumerism, here is a 
little treatise to remind us of the true value of a gift, with a 
panorama of different gifting traditions across the world. 

Philippe Baudassé holds a managerial post at the Paris Samu 
Social (a humanitarian emergency service) and has a parallel 
job as a spiritual coach. He has written ten books, including 
his recent Faire vie du deuil, which was published in 2015 by 
Le Cerf. He is also General Secretary of the association 
‘Écritures et Spiritualités’. 
 

World rights 
avalaible 

PHILIPPE BAUDASSÉ 
Le cadeau dans tous ses états 

Petite spiritualité du don 

THE GIFT IN ALL ITS FORMS 
A BRIEF SPIRITUAL REFLECTION ON GIVING

208 pages 



ESSAY 

ECONOMICS ACCORDING TO JESUS 

The reflections in this book are not those of an economist, nor 
those of a theologian, but those of an ordinary Christian. Its aim 
is not to apply economics to the Gospel, but to judge economics 
in the light of the Gospel’s requirements: ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ 

The theology of liberation, Christ the revolutionary and Christian 
ecology are among the notions closely scrutinized by Falk Van 
Gaver in this volume. For him, an accomplished Christian is, in 
essence and by nature, a revolutionary; one who could never 
submit to an omnipotent financial power as deadly as it is 
stultifying. Which is why the author also examines the anarchist 
movements of the 19th century, such as that led by Proudhon, 
which sometimes claimed to carry out Christ’s teaching. 

 ‘You cannot serve both God and Mammon.’ Which side are you 
on? 

A blazing manifesto! 

Falk Van Gaver is a journalist, essayist and graduate of the Paris 
Institute of Political Studies who lives in Guyana. He has written 
several books, notably Anarchrist: une histoire de l’anarchisme 
chrétien (2015). 

World rights 
avalaible 

FALK VAN GAVER 
Christianisme contre capitalisme 

CHRISTIANITY VERSUS CAPITALISM 

496 pages 



ESSAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE POIGNANT ACCOUNT OF A WOMAN WHO SURVIVED INCEST 

The heroine of this account has a name: Marie, but it is not 
difficult to recognize the author. She was raised in a middle-
class Catholic household, quite ordinary in the eyes of the 
world. But her reality was very different: two of her brothers 
forced her to have sexual relations with them. She spoke about 
it to her mother, who refused to listen, wishing to preserve the 
family’s sense of honour: Marie must hold her tongue. 

That’s when her ordeal began. She lived in silence with her 
secret, distraught and traumatised – until the day a nun helped 
her find the strength to confront her aggressors and commence 
the healing process. It was the beginning of her rebirth and 
gradual reconstruction. 

With this courageous and deeply moving text, Marie-Philotée 
Mallais shatters a taboo and appeals to the Church to lend an 
ear to people who have experienced this sort of traumatism 
and acknowledge their distress. This is the story of an inner 
struggle to maintain hope and believe that no-one is 
condemned to misfortune, but to happiness, in their fidelity to 
God; and the deeply moving account of a woman who was 
subjected to incest. A plea to the Church to listen more 
attentively to the victims of incest and acknowledge their 
trauma. 

Aged forty, single and from a large Catholic family, Marie-
Philotée Mallais has overcome her years of abuse and 
managed to reconstruct, after winning her case in court. 
Nowadays she lives in Brittany (Le Conquet in Finistère) and 
strives to increase awareness of her combat. Je suis un risque 
is her first book. 

World rights 
avalaible 

MARIE-PHILOTÉE MALLAIS 
Je suis un risque 

I AM A RISK 

368 pages 



ESSAY 

 

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHICS OF LIFE’S END IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

World rights 
avalaible 

World rights 
available 

‘For’ or ‘against’ euthanasia? 
We can observe how most of the time, medically-assisted 
dying engenders fruitless debates that prevent reflection by 
reducing the issue to a choice between two camps. 
Death has become the big taboo of contemporary liberal 
society. An ignorance of the realities of medical practice has 
combined with the disappearance of end-of-life rituals to 
become an instrument of veiled social control. Also, 
questioning the complexity, the equipment, the strategies and 
trauma-reducing tactics set up by medical teams to benefit 
end-of-life patients and their families has become a major 
issue. 
The path to a solidarity between the living and the dead has to 
be reinvented through a blend of technical expertise and the 
power of symbolism. What ethic can transform death -  in this 
day and age - into an opportunity for a appeasing social 
relationship? A combination of the social, the anthropological 
and the technical is necessary to deploy a critical ethic that can 
meet the challenge that death represents for each of us. 

Philosopher, Doctor of Pharmacy and Medical Ethics, Marc 
Grassin is a senior lecturer at the Catholic University of Paris 
and a member of the Advisory Council of the Agence de la 
Biomédecine and of the Paris HAD ethics committee. 
Doctor of Medicine, Frédéric Pochard is also a psychiatrist 
and a specialist in medical ethics. Both have written numerous 
scientific published works on medically-assisted dying and are 
the co-authors of  La Déshumanisation civilisée (2012). 

MARC GRASSIN, FRÉDÉRIC POCHARD 
La mort assistée 

THE LIVING AND DEATH 

192 pages 



FICTION 

THEARCHAEOLOGY OF A FOUNDING CONCEPT OF OUR MODERNITY 

240 pages 

One November afternoon in 1977, following a two-day dental 
convention, Guilbert Daillard was waiting for the Parisian metro 
that would take him to the Gare d’Austerlitz. Suddenly, the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him, right there on the platform of Mabillon 
station. 

When he returned to Brive, he began to frequent Charismatic 
Renewal prayer meetings with his wife, and very soon imposed 
himself as the natural leader of the group. Now calling himself 
Brother Manassé, he founded the ‘Chêne de Moré’ community in 
the former Abbey of Saint Flon. Followers flocked to it, blessings 
were issued thick and fast and the money flowed in… All was 
beauty, all was love, all was praise; it was the Church’s Spring. 
Nevertheless… Certain little flaws such as manipulation, 
perversion, embezzlement and sexual scandals began to blemish the 
perfect picture, and the initial enthusiasm gradually dissipated… 
until disaster struck. 

This is a novel about a carefree generation that was all too ready to 
throw itself into anything and everything, where the good and bad 
grain grew side by side. A novel about an era when people wanted 
to reinvent everything at the risk of losing their bearings, and 
rediscover the blessings of the early Church while forgetting the 
lessons of history. But, when you try to be too saintly… 

Surfing the sectarian movements that made the headlines in the 
1980s, Xavier Patier paints the portrait of a charismatic guru with 
scathing, vitriolic humour in this exhilarating novel. 

Alumnus of the ENA (National School of Administration), Xavier 
Patier, who lives in the Tarn village of Belcastel, is the author of 
several novels and essays that have received a variety of awards. 
His last book, Sept leçons sur le cheval de chasse, was published by 
Les Éditions du Cerf in 2017. 

World rights 
available 

XAVIER PATIER 
Heureux les serviteurs 

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO SERVE 



FICTION 

THETHE LOUVRE MORE THAN A MUSEUM: 
A FORGOTTEN DISTRICT TO DISCOVER 

Welcome to the heart of Paris, with its demolished Churches, alleys 
of yesteryear, long-gone town mansions, artists, poets and street 
singers. 

On the spot where the Louvre pyramid now stands, with its traffic 
lane and millions of visitors, there existed, up until the mid-19th 
century, a quarter where people had lived for 2,000 years. It was 
razed to the ground on the orders of Napoleon III and replaced by 
what is known as the Grand Louvre. 

Rayé de la carte – sur les traces du Louvre oublié is the first book 
devoted to this subject. It spans the reign of the Valois to Emperor 
Napoleon III, taking in the French Revolution and the July 
Monarchy, in the form of a literary promenade where we read 
personal accounts by celebrated writers such as Vincent Voiture, 
Guez de Balzac and Victor Hugo, and by important figures 
involved in the reconstruction of the capital like Baron Haussmann. 
Jonathan Siksou recounts the birth, life and death of the district that 
once sheltered Paris’s artistic and cultural community.  

The Louvre district before its destruction by Napoleon III… a 
literary promenade where common folk rub shoulders with great 
writers and crazy builders. An ode to Paris by a highly promising 
author. 

36-year-old Parisian Jonathan Siksou is a freelance journalist and
presenter on the radio station RCJ. He published L’hôtel de la
Marine and L’hôtel de Brienne (collective works). Rayé de la carte
- sur les traces du Louvre oublié is his first novel.

176 pages 

World rights 
available 

JONATHAN SIKSOU 
RAYÉ DE LA CARTE 

SUR LES TRACES DU LOUVRE OUBLIÉ 

VANISHED FROM THE MAP 
IN SEARCH OF THE FORGOTTEN LOUVRE



FICTION 

THE VOICE OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

208 pages 

Mother of the Church and venerated by Christians, the Virgin Mary 
occupies a very special place in the Church’s faith. 

With this bold, modern novel, Elisabeth Bourgois lets Mary express 
herself in her own words. By the same token, Mary’s doubts, 
questions, her womanly and maternal joys invite us to travel 
through her country, discovering the customs, charms and 
landscapes of Palestine 2,000 years ago. 

Her relationship with Joseph and Rachel, Jesus’s encounter with 
John the Baptist, the Marriage at Cana… they are all recounted 
here, illustrating the extraordinary destiny of a woman who is so 
near to us and who, on one particular day in history, said ‘Yes’ to 
God. 

A novel that leaps vibrantly to life, an unforgettable experience. 

Novelist and screenwriter Élisabeth Bourgois has written several 
historical novels. She also writes the scripts for live performances 
that meet with great public acclaim. 

World rights 
available 

ÉLISABETH BOURGOIS 
Je m’appelle Marie 

MY NAME IS MARY 



FICTION 

THEARCHAEOLOGY OF A FOUNDING CONCEPT OF OUR MODERNITY 

240 pages 

At last! The true story of Mary Magdalene, disciple of Jesus and the 
first person to see him after his resurrection. In this vibrant novel, 
we discover how she was inhabited by saintliness throughout her 
life and how her faithful devotion endured beyond the grave. 

Mary Magdalene intrigues and fascinates… Was she a prostitute? If 
this is the case, how could she have been a close friend of Jesus? 
Magdalene excites the imagination: what was the nature of her 
relationship with Jesus? What was her place among the apostles? 

The title - Saint Mary Magdalene. Virgin and Prostitute declares 
that she is a saint, a virgin and a prostitute! How do we reconcile 
these seemingly conflicting terms? This is exactly what Jean Pierre 
Brice Olivier brilliantly succeeds in doing, while remaining faithful 
to the Christian tradition and the Gospel account. His understanding 
of Mary Magdalene comes from an intuitive, mystical inspiration 
and, above all, from a singular comprehension of the word of Christ 
as revealed in the Scriptures.  

Original, sensual and delicate in style, this novel boldly proclaims 
the essential freedom of the Gospel. 

A story about love that is beautiful, free, profound and universal. 

Jean Pierre Brice Olivier, a Dominican preacher living in Lille, is 
the author of Oser la chair and Au-delà de l’amour, la miséricorde. 

World rights 
available 

JEAN PIERRE BRICE OLIVIER 
Sainte Marie-Madeleine 

Vierge et prostituée 
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE 

VIRGIN AND PROSTITUTE



FICTION 

THEI IF YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW ALL ABOUT VICTOR HUGO… 

224 pag 

224 pages 

The link between Brigitte Fossey and Victor Hugo is potent, 
personal and enduring. 
Ever since her first role when she played Paulette in Forbidden 
Games, Brigitte Fossey has established connections between her 
performances and the great characters we encounter in the universe 
of the man who authored Les Misérables. In this book, she invites 
us to discover Victor Hugo, a cineaste before cinema was invented; 
and explores the ‘soul of a thousand voices’ of this man of faith, a 
visionary politician, painter and poet of women, the common 
people and nature. 
The actress begins with a personal account then makes way for the 
brilliant writer: in a poetic montage devised in conjunction with 
Pierre Fesquet, Hugo’s great texts follow one upon the other – 
veritable gems from his poems and novels.  
The lighter-hearted texts blend with the more solemn, an echo of À 
la recherche de Victor Hugo, a performance by Brigitte Fossey and 
Pierre Fesquet, with Étienne Champollion at the piano which will 
be touring France from next summer. 
An icon for 3 generations, Brigitte Fossey reveals her passion for 
Victor Hugo and invites us to rediscover this multi-facetted writer.  

Brigitte Fossey, who lives in Paris, began her cinematic career at 
the age of 5 in Réné Clément’s film Forbidden Games. Later, she 
worked for directors such as Albicocco, Truffaut, Sautet, Pinoteau 
and Altman in Le Grand Meaulnes, The Man Who Loved Women, 
Un mauvais fils, The Party and Quintet with Paul Newman. She has 
also acted in TV shows, most notably in Les Gens de Mogador and 
Le Château des Oliviers. In the theatre, she has played in Molière, 
Marivaux, Chekhov, Ionesco, Pinter, Prévert, Cocteau, etc. 

World rights 
available 

BRIGITTE FOSSEY 
À LA RECHERCHE DE HUGO 

LOOKING FOR HUGO 



FICTION 
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LUTHER, THE MAN. AT THE HEART OF AN ALSACE VILLAGE 
DURING THE PEASANTS’ REVOLT 

350 pages 

April 1525, Luther becomes engaged. June 1525, he gets married. 
During this short period, hordes of peasants are fighting for their 
rights, and this in the name of Luther, although he has nothing but 
contempt for these uprisings. 
This novel alternates the voices of Luther, whom the reader follows 
in his private life and in his incessant railing against those ‘mad 
dogs’, and of Sophie, a troubled character who is witnessing 
massacres in a small Alsatian town.  
More than just a simple historical fresco, Sonia Pelletier-Gautier’s 
book plunges us into the fascinating world of the early 16th 
century. Thanks to her in-depth research and elegant style, we 
experience at first hand the violence and ambivalence of this little-
known period, as we rub shoulders with historical figures such as: 
Katharina von Bora, the wife of Martin Luther; Lucas Cranach and 
Philipp Melanchthon, friends of Luther; Charles Quint; Frederick 
the Wise, Elector of Saxony; Thomas Müntzer, leading pastor of 
the German Peasants’ War; as well as fictional characters, including 
Sophie and the inhabitants of Guebwiller. 
Readers will find themselves caught up in the whirlwind of this 
superb fictional epic… one of those books you hope will never end!  

Prefaced by Francis Rapp 

Professor of history and geography in Alsace, Sonia Pelletier-
Gautier, from Strasbourg, is the author of several historical 
novels, including a trilogy on the Inquisition that was awarded the 
Grand prix de l’Académie des Sciences, Lettres et Arts d’Alsace. 
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THE BISHOP OF MEAUX : WITNESS TO HIS CENTURY 

 

 

Bossuet was not only a great orator: his functions at the French 
court and in the French Church, his immense moral authority and 
his participation in various controversies make him a central 
figure of the ‘Grand Siècle’. 
Here, Arnaud Odier presents Bossuet as a first-hand witness and 
key figure at the Château of Versailles: from his post as tutor to 
the Dauphin, the son of Louis XIV, to his theological battle with 
the Protestants, taking in his life with the royal family, his 
masterpiece oration delivered at the funeral of Henrietta of 
England, wife of the Duke of Orléans, and his struggle against 
quietism, as well as Fénelon and Madame Guyon. But this 
biography is also an opportunity to revisit the work of a writer of 
whom Chateaubriand proclaimed himself the stylistic disciple and 
whose rhetorical rigour was admired by Liszt. 
The spiritual, intellectual and political ‘Eagle of Meaux’ played 
every role and became involved in all the intrigues with the sole 
aim of assuring the triumph of his God, pope and king. 
 

Arnaud Odier lives in Geneva, in Switzerland. For several years, 
he has devoted his research to Bossuet’s work. Bossuet, une vie, 
his first book, sees the famous ‘Eagle of Meaux’ as a key witness 
of the most important events in the reign of Louis XIV. 
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AMNESIA OR HYPERMNESIA : A MEMORY WIPE-OUT  

 

s 

 

208 pages 

One century on from the October Revolution, Russia scares us 
because it scares itself. Its only memory consists of the black 
hole of 70 years of soviet totalitarianism. Oscillating between 
amnesia and hypermnesia with regard to its past, it is powerless 
to write its present or outline its future. 
This book is an interior journey in two ways: that of an 
immigrant offspring travelling through an imaginary country; 
and that of a writer-journalist voyaging to the heart of a people 
torn asunder. 
From Lubyanka Square in Moscow, where the FSB has 
replaced the KGB, to Solovki Monastery, the first Gulag - now 
reverted to being a spiritual centre; from Lenin’s unsinkable 
mummy below the walls of the Kremlin to the canonisation of 
the Romanovs by the Orthodox Church; from the hammers and 
sickles that still emblazon the buildings where the heroes of the 
USSR lived to the discreet inscriptions reminding us of those 
who were rounded up and taken, and from Putin’s inexorable 
stranglehold to the reviving cult of Stalin… this book describes 
how the red terror has axed memory itself; silenced, yet 
piercing. 
This fulgurant, fierce and fervent book demonstrates how the 
impossible nostalgia cannot celebrate anniversaries. 

Veronika Dorman was born into a family of dissidents exiled 
in New York, but grew up and studied in Paris and now lives 
in the French capital. After being a correspondent in 
Moscow, she is associate editor of Libération’s foreign desk. 
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BLOY’S WIFE, MUSE, COLLABORATOR, FIRST AND GREATEST READER 

Partner, then spouse, of Léon Bloy, a fervent Catholic writer who 
railed against the bourgeois society of his times, Johanne 
Charlotte Molbech (1859-1928) was the daughter of Danish poet 
Christian Frederik Molbech. When she met Léon Bloy, it radically 
changed her life. This ‘daughter of the North’ from a cultivated 
family discarded all her bearings when she decided to marry a 
‘son of the scorching Midi’. Protestant, she converted to 
Catholicism; a great lover of philosophy, she abandoned her 
research in order to follow her husband; enamored of her native 
country, she uprooted herself to come and live in France… 
Many aspects of this extraordinary life had yet to be revealed to 
pay full homage to this person who is customarily - and rather too 
readily - described as an ‘admirable woman’. Because, on closer 
inspection of the Journal and the Journal inédit of the ‘Ungrateful 
Beggar’, as well as his own notebooks, we are forced to 
acknowledge that not only was the writer and brilliant polemicist 
nourished by Jeanne’s thinking, directly basing his romantic 
female characters on her, but from 1906 onwards, she was an 
integral part of her husband’s œuvre. 
Léon Bloy’s admirers will finally discover how much they owe to 
the woman who called herself Jeanne Léon Bloy. 

Great-granddaughter of Léon Bloy, Natacha Galpérine-Gillès de 
Pélichy (Nogent, Ain) is Head of the General Management Office 
of the Île-de-France Regional Preservation of Historic 
Monuments. She published the Correspondance entre Léon Bloy et 
Johanne Molbech (1889-1890). 

416 pages 
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NATACHA GALPÉRINE 
Jeanne et Léon Bloy 



HISTORY 

A LEGENDARY AUTHOR 

There is a legend about Léon Bloy (1846-1917): an ungrateful 
beggar, a pilgrim in search of the absolute, the old man of the 
mountains. 
This legendary figure, a prophet-cum-author hammering out his 
proclamation of hope, was constructed by Bloy himself. He aimed 
to fire passion into his lukewarm peers, the moderns, by 
reminding them that true sorrow does exist – that of not being a 
saint. His legend restores its real importance to the invisible. We 
hear a joyful wisdom: the powerful are laid bare and the 
sovereign nature of wretchedness is celebrated while sparing us 
inanity. 
E. Godo has provided a remarkable introduction to the work and
life of Bloy, the writer-prophet. A masterly essay on one of
France’s greatest writers.

Professor of Literature at Lycée Henri IV, Emmanuel Godo 
(Lille) is an author, poet and essayist. He published  Pourquoi 
nous battons-nous ? 1914-1918 : Les écrivains face à leur guerre 
and L’Œuvre d’art contre la société du mépris. 
Voir www.emmanuel-godo.com 
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CASTING LIGHT ON ‘THE PRINCE OF DARK FORCES’ 

Born in Germany in 1575, a son of the people and a shoemaker 
by trade, then a travelling salesman, a mystic and a theosophist, 
Jacob Böhme amazed his contemporaries with his colossal 
metaphysical oeuvre, which has continued to inspire generations 
of thinkers and artists. However, his thinking - considered too 
complex - has fallen into obscurity. David König reveals to us 
the treasures of a mind that has been unjustly excluded from the 
history of Western philosophy. 
Schelling describes him as a ‘miraculous apparition in the 
history of humanity’; Hegel confers upon him the title of the 
‘leading German philosopher’ and does not hesitate to compare 
him to Descartes. But who exactly was Jacob Böhme, this 
obscure celebrity who was nicknamed ‘the prince of darkness’ 
by his disciples and whose colossal and complex work still 
inspires thinkers of all avenues today? 
Jacob Böhme was a witness to the Thirty Years’ War. After 
experiencing a vision, he ended up describing it in a book that 
was diffused against his will and created a scandal. He wrote 
twenty treatises under censure and died in 1624, after a 
momentous trial, leaving the legacy of an incredible 
metaphysical system on man’s relationship to the Absolute.  
With his outstanding pedagogical skills, David König places his 
work in context and guides his readers through the meandering 
depths of Behmenist thinking and, in doing so, restores Böhme 
to his rightful place in the history of philosophy.  

PhD, David König defended his thesis on Jacob Böhme. For 
many years, he worked as a journalist, translator and 
publishing director, and nowadays teaches philosophy. He has 
written many works, such as Hegel et la mystique germanique 
(1999) Îles tragiques (2009), and Le Fini et l’infini. L’odyssée 
de l’Absolu chez Jacob Böhme (2016). 
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BYZANTINE SPENDOURS AT MONT SAINT-MICHEL 

In this masterly essay, the author of Aristote au Mont Saint-
Michel (2008) describes Byzantium’s radiant influence on the 
Latin world, so visible in frescoes and illuminations and in the 
transmission of works – first religious, then academic. 
What was the role of the Byzantine Empire in the cultural 
growth of Latin Europe in the period of Romanesque art, 
between the late 9th century and the early 13th? It was in 
Byzantium that practically all the works from Greek Antiquity 
were recopied, and it was in the imperial city itself that antique 
culture continued, for centuries, to serve as a basis for 
education. 
This Byzantine culture spread as far as Europe’s royal courts 
and abbeys during the Romanesque period. Thus, Byzantine 
artistic influence can be seen throughout Europe in the 10th-
12th centuries, in the valleys of the Meuse and the Rhone, in 
Germany and as far as the Scandinavian kingdoms. A large 
number of ancient texts were translated into Latin, then 
commentaries were added. 
The routes and the human intermediaries via which this 
transmission took place indicate a corridor of circulation linking 
Sicily, Southern Italy, the Rhone Valley, the court of 
Champagne, the abbeys of the Ile-de-France region and 
Normandy, the Rhenish world… 

Holder of the French aggregation in History and Professor of 
Medieval History at Ecole normale supérieure in Lyon, Sylvain 
Gouguenheim is a prolific author whose works include Aristote 
au Mont Saint-Michel (2008) and Frédéric II. Un empereur de 
légendes (2015). 
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 La gloire des Grecs 

Sur certains apports culturels de Byzance à l’Europe 
romane (Xe-Début du XIIIe siècle) 

THE GLORY OF THE GREEKS. BYZANTINE CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
ROMANESQUE EUROPE (10TH-EARLY 13TH CENTURY) 
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UNDERSTAND ANABAPTISM THROUGH THE LIFE OF B. HUBMAIER 

In revisiting the life and career of Balthasar Hubmaier (1480-
1528), close to Zwingli’s Reformation, the author strives to 
retrace the history of Anabaptism. For centuries, its origins have 
been the subject of lengthy debates. For 16th century Catholics, 
Luther was the father of both Anabaptism and the Peasants’ 
Revolt. In reaction to this analysis, the Reformers distanced 
themselves from the Anabaptists, condemning them as heretics 
and associating them entirely with the peasants’ movement. This 
work aims to demonstrate the complex nature of these early 
days of the Reformation and the common search for change 
which, with time, led to rupture and violence. Luther clearly 
inspired the peasants and Anabaptists, but although there were 
close links, one should not confuse the two movements, 
considering them both to be deeply rooted in the ideas and 
projects of the young Luther and Zwingli. The crushed peasants’ 
movement and non-violent Anabaptism - the latter having 
survived to the present day – are neither possible nor 
comprehensible without Luther and Zwingli; and without the 
logic implemented from 1517 onwards. 
On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
Neal Blough re-examines the issue of Anabaptism which 
represents such an important challenge for ecumenism. 

Professor of the History of Christianity at the Faculté libre de 
théologie évangélique de Vaux-sur-Seine and director of the 
Paris Mennonite Centre, Neal Blough is the author of 
Christologie anabaptiste, and Jésus Christ aux marges de la 
Réforme. 
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NEAL BLOUGH 
 Les Révoltés de l’Évangile 

Balthasar Hubmaier et les origines de l’anabaptisme 
THE REBELS OF THE GOSPELS. BALTHASAR HUBMAIER AND THE ORIGINS OF 

ANABAPTISM 



HISTORY 

A MASTERLY VOLUME ON FRANCE, QUEBEC AND GENERAL DE GAULLE 

On 24 July 1967, on the balcony of Montreal Town Hall, 
General de Gaulle pronounced four words that would go down 
in history: ‘Vivre le Québec libre !’ Why did he make this 
exclamation to the crowd? What does it say about the balance of 
power between France, England and the United States? What 
does it reveal about General de Gaulle’s policies and of the past 
and future of France?      
In order to answer these questions, Christophe Tardieu recounts 
the General’s incredible epic trip to Quebec, describing the 
preparations and how the General’s four-day visit to Canadian 
soil unfolded. This book is also an analysis of the political 
consequences of his declaration, of the combat against 
American imperialism and of Quebec separatism, as well as 
French independence. Lastly it is an extraordinary panorama of 
the links that connect us to this transatlantic country. 
At a time when the entire political class is wrangling over the 
heritage of General de Gaulle, here is a major work that clarifies 
the import and range of the work of the last great French hero. 
A masterly fresco on General de Gaulle’s trip to Quebec in 
1967, when he pronounced the memorable ‘Vive le Québec 
libre !’ (Long live free Quebec!)  

Senior official and former general administrator of the Château 
of Versailles, Christophe Tardieu is managing director of the 
National Centre for Cinema and has written a book about the 
château of Versailles. 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF A FOUNDING CONCEPT OF OUR MODERNITY 

240 pages 

“Today we read from the book of experience.” This phrase from 
Bernard of Clairvaux’s Sermon 3 on the Song of Songs, widely 
reworked and commented by the young Martin Heidegger, marks a 
turning point; or rather announces a birth in the history of 
philosophy. In point of fact, experience was born in the Middle 
Ages, and particularly in the context of 11th and 12th century 
monastic theology. We pass from the empirical experience of 
antique philosophy to the spiritual experience of the monastic 
world, according to what is now a philosophical conceptualization 
that makes “experience” itself a place of discourse and not purely 
one of personal experience or simply a rapport with the sensitive. 
In this superb essay, E. Falque invites us to contemplate the genesis 
of the concept of experience. 
A journey through the Middle Ages, a must-read for all t’ose who 
wish to understand our present relationship to the world, to others 
and to existence itself.  

Professor of philosophy at the Catholic University of Paris, 
Emmanuel Falque is director of the ‘Philosophie patristique et 
médiévale’ laboratory and member of the editorial committee of the 
Revue des sciences philosophiques et théologiques. In 2015, Les 
Éditions du Cerf published his volume Triduum philosophique, now 
regarded as a landmark work. 
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D’Anselme de Cantorbéry à Bernard de Clairvaux 
THE BOOK OF EXPERIENCE 

FROM ANSELME OF CANTERBURY TO BERNARD DE CLAIRVAUX 
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THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT THE LIFE OF THE FATHER 
OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY 

Two thousand four hundred years after his death, Plato is still ‘The 
Philosopher’ par excellence. But who was he really? At the time of 
his death, a rumour circulated that he was the son of Apollo. 
Another said that he had been killed by lice. Yet another claimed 
that he had plagiarized the work of Pythagoras. Where does the 
legend stop and the truth begin? 

Neither teacher nor systematician, Plato was an anonymous 
Athenian citizen whom two tragedies - the defeat of Athens at the 
hands of Sparta and the death of Socrates - moved to produce an 
exceptional literary work. This book attempts to understand, in 
concrete terms, how the life of a 4th century BC author can explain 
the advent of modern ‘philosophy’. 

Luc Brisson shares his extraordinarily intimate knowledge of 
Platonic thinking to introduce us to the man, the greatest 
philosophical figure of our times. 

Published in the ‘Qui es-tu?’ series, edited by Catherine Golliau, 
director of Le Point’s special issues, whose vocation is to shatter 
the myths surrounding great historic figures and bring them to life, 
revealing the private facet of their lives and work. Based on the 
most recent discoveries.  

Luc Brisson, who lives in Paris, is a Quebec philosopher and 
research director at the CNRS (French National Centre for 
Scientific Research). Regarded as the greatest contemporary 
specialist of Plato, he has written numerous published works about 
Greek philosophy and religion and oversaw the translation of the 
philosopher’s entire works in the Garnier-Flammarion edition. He 
is one of the five leading contributors to Le Point’s special issue on 
Plato. 
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A PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED TEXT BY THE YOUNG RICOEUR 

Approached from the angle of the reflective method, the problem of 
God is not an isolated question. In grappling with it, reflective 
philosophy is staking its all. 
If God is the very being of thinking, he should not be sought 
outwith ourselves, but within us; he is our best friend, the soul of 
our soul; he is more interior to us than ourselves. The search for the 
divine act begins in the full light of the intellect, departing from an 
abundance of concrete successes in one’s spiritual life, and not in 
the impoverishment of pure concepts. 
The search for God does not only involve our knowledge, for 
thinking is equally the theoretical principle of being and the 
practical ideal of living. Reflective philosophy is the crux of these 
two points of view. Practicing the reflective method is not playing 
with ideas, but a discipline for living. Speculating is not watching a 
show or contemplating oneself in a mirror (speculum): it is 
consenting to live only by and for the spirit. 
Reading this text, published here for the first time, we rediscover 
the immediate genius of the young Paul Ricœur and the richness of 
French philosophy at the dawn of the 20th century. 

In Rennes in 1934, Paul Ricœur (1913-2005), a central figure in 
20th century French philosophy, defended his master’s thesis. That 
text, reproduced here, provides us with a first opportunity to explore 
the forces of the reflective method that accompanied the philosopher 
throughout all his research. 
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chez Lachelier et Lagneau 
THE REFLECTIVE METHOD APPLIED TO GOD 
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CHILDHOOD IS THE FUTURE OF MANKIND 

Children express and interpret humanity better than adults because 
they are nearer to the source of life and have not yet had either the 
time or the means to correct, alter or conceal their nature. 
Thus, they experience the shock of the human condition head on, as 
it were, while still unable to understand it or respond to it. By their 
very incompleteness, children incarnate the truth of humanity, 
beginning with that feeling of abandonment that constantly calls 
upon the senses, reason and hope. 
Children represent our future. They tell of dereliction experienced, 
yet stately because endlessly sustained by love. 
A hymn to childhood and hope. 

Philosopher and member of the Institute, Chantal Delsol continues 
to author her essential works at the crossroads of philosophy and 
politics. She has written numerous books, including, for Les 
Éditions du Cerf, L’Âge du renoncement (2011), Les Pierres 
d’angle (2014), Le Nouvel âge des pères (2015) and La Haine du 
monde (2016). 

208 pages 

Her previous book, Hatred of the Word, 
a caustic and totally uncompromising essay on totalitarism and postmodernity 

has been sold in Polish and  Slovenian. 
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Petite philosophie de l’enfance 
A CHARACTER IN ADVENTURE 

A LITTLE PHILOSOPHY OF CHILDHOOD 
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 COULD LASCAUX HAVE YET MORE SECRETS TO REVEAL? 

Cave art from the Upper Palaeolithic period (between 40,000 and 
10,000 years ago) only received recognition at the very beginning 
of the 20th century, in 1902, when the polemic over the authenticity 
of the Altamira paintings in Spain ceased. 
Since then, prehistorians have constantly perceived, in those 
painted and engraved forms, the expression of a symbolic universe. 
Not only did they observe how Late Stone Age man associated 
forms and symbols, but how they interpreted these forms as 
symbols. 
Philippe Grosos’s argument is double edged. On the one hand, an 
attentive study of the output of these scholars - including their most 
recent works - implies questioning the presuppositions of such a 
transmission of form to symbol. Does this not, paradoxically, result 
in the negation of the value of these works as art? Can any such art 
exist - that is not one of forms? On the other hand, if we refer to the 
analysis of the Lascaux paintings (Dordogne) and of the carved 
slabs in La Marche (Vienne), it is a question of demonstrating the 
expressive power of the forms, to propose a very different 
interpretative model. 
Philosophers generally express little interest in this early art and 
leave questions such as these to prehistorians, but in this volume 
Philippe Grosos has laid the foundations of a philosophy of 
Palaeolithic art.  

Professor of philosophy at the University of Poitiers, Philippe 
Grosos is the author of a dozen works about issues involving 
aesthetics and ‘primitive philosophy’. His last book for Le Cerf was 
L’Artiste et le philosophe (2016). 
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AN ESSAY ON DESIRE AND RENUNCIATION 
IN THE WORKS OF ÉRIC ROHMER

The work of Éric Rohmer is a reflection on art and the cinema. But, 
more importantly, it is also an authentic philosophy of life. That 
philosophy is defined essentially as being both desire, and the 
renunciation of satisfied desire; in as much as that renunciation is 
proclaimed under the title of fulfilment. It is in this sense that life is 
more precisely defined as being intrinsically renunciation; and that 
renunciation, the expression par excellence of charm in the 
sublimation of desires. 
In this way, renunciation is, in the works of Rohmer, a thematic 
content, cinematographic form and, above all, dynamic structure. 
This is deployed in the concrete reality of the film, in three 
moments that are both emotional, and moments of renunciation… 
of aspiration, action and achievement. The author thereby 
demonstrates how the specific structure of the Contes moraux (Six 
Moral Tales) discreetly and diversely pervades Rohmer’s entire 
output. 
A masterly interpretation of the Rohmerian œuvre. 

Patrice Guillamaud, agrégé, PhD; teaches at Khâgne in Tours. His 
most recent books include Le Cinéma et la renonciation (2015) and 
L’Art et la renonciation (2017), and his latest work, published by 
Les Editions Kimé, is Le Sens de l’Islam (2017). 
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WHEN DOSTOYEVSKI EXPLAINS WITTGENSTEIN 

At the intersection of the analytical philosophy of language and the 
philosophy of literature, Le Souterrain compares Bakhtine’s 
philosophy of language and subjectivity with that of Wittgenstein, 
referring to Dostoyevsky’s Notes from Underground. The common 
thread running through these analyses is the Bakhtinian notion of 
dialogic. The author proposes a new reading of the ethical and 
anthropological issues raised by Notes from Underground, bringing 
into play how ordinary language philosophies think subjectivity and 
self-knowledge, the “underground” being the immovable image of a 
pathological and unresolved knowledge of the self. 
The object of the second part is not the writing of Dostoyevsky, but 
that of Wittgenstein himself – atypical in the history of philosophy 
– which Layla Raïd elucidates using Bakhtine’s literary theory as a
basis. She describes his writing as dialogical, and proposes a
reinterpretation of the evolution in Wittgenstein’s writing,
advancing from the Tractatus to his last texts as though guided by a
wish to further develop dialogical techniques.

Professor of Philosophy at the University of Picardie Jules-Verne, 
former pupil of the ENS Paris and holder of the French agrégation, 
Layla Raïd has published many books on the philosophy of 
Wittgenstein, the philosophy of knowledge and language, and the 
philosophy of literature and contemporary ethics. 
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A TREATISE ON HUMANITY’S TOMORROW: 
TOWARDS THE END OF PATRIARCHY 

What if the stage of postmodernism consisted in rejecting its own 
constituents: Descartes, the Age of Enlightenment, positivism? And what 
if the future were not a return to the old order but - on the contrary - a 
renewal of sensitivity, the revival of nature and a return to the bosom of 
Mother Earth? 
Michel Maffesoli observes the end of one epoch and sketches the contours 
of the next, his vision of tomorrow’s world. According to the author, the 
advent of the Internet and social networks have allowed for an 
unrestricted availability of knowledge, rendering the figure of the teacher 
obsolete; the saturation of the patriarchal model will lead us to a return of 
the matriarchal figure. In short, all that constitutes authority ‘from on 
high’, undisputed because by nature indisputable, would inevitably 
disappear to be replaced by total horizontality where individuals are self-
sufficient, where the group is self-celebrating and the only transcendence 
is nature in her purest forms. 
With this surprising essay, Michel Maffesoli announces the end of the 
patriarchal epoch and the beginning of the matriarchal, the end of an era 
of disclosure and the beginning of one of appropriation, the end of 
reasoned and limited beings and the commencement of a being that 
considers itself free because it is without limits. 

Emeritus Professor at the Sorbonne and member of the Institut 
universitaire de France, Michel Maffesoli is a prolific author, 
notably of: Le réenchantement du monde (2007) and, for Les 
Éditions du Cerf, La Parole du silence (2016). 
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THE STAGES OF EVOLVING LOVE 

Can one truly love someone? Can one love them forever? If the 
ambition of every blossoming love is to be eternal, for many the 
path prematurely comes to a halt at the first hurdles. And what can 
be done for those who actually conclude that the chasm between 
any two beings is just too vast for a bridge to span? 
To combat the doom and gloom of such disenchantment, as well as 
the illusions of spontaneous emotions, Fabrice Sabolo retraces the 
long, mysterious path that leads from the early stages of love, with 
all their attendant expectations, exaltation and idealization, to the 
reality of shared intimacy. 
Just, precise and eminently topical at a time of triumphant 
individualism and casual sex, Fabrice Sabolo’s philosophic 
itinerary, inspired by the great thinkers of romantic love, will guide 
readers along the path from Eros to agape. 

Born in 1974, Fabrice Sabolo is a PhD (L’amour à l’âge de 
l’individualisme, 2013). He works in the social sector and has 
notably run a centre that helps students prepare for the entrance 
exams to schools where special needs teachers are trained. 
Passionate about philosophy and convinced of its necessity if we 
are to view current issues pertinently, he is a university professor. 
Love, art, work and, more broadly, the individual are his favourite 
themes 
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