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NON-FICTION
HIGHLIGHT BEST-SELLERS 2015
Jacquet, Nicolas: VERSAILLES
(Michel Lafon, November 2015, 192 pages)

!

2015: TERCENTENARY OF LOUIS XIV’S DEATH

!

OFFICIAL PARTNERSHIP WITH CANAL + (broadcaster and producer of VERSAILLES’ first season,
the most prestigious TV series in the history of France)

!

The launching and broadcasting of Canal + highly anticipated TV series Versailles, budgeted at 27
million euros (twice the budget of Downton Abbey!). The first two episodes were directed by Jalil Lespert
(Yves Saint Laurent). The visual on the book cover will be based on the TV series’, which will be
advertised everywhere in France from September.

!

There is already a significant publishing production on Versailles, but none of these are as exhaustive in
this price range (only short guide books or large and very expensive art books).

Little remains of the Sun King’s private moments. What he left behind is an image of grandeur and
authority inevitably influenced by the concepts of absolute monarchy and military glory. The palace of Versailles
is the proof and the crown jewel of this incomparable policy, a world where the perfection of the arts was put at
the service of pure magnificence. And yet behind the glowing gold of the Hall of Mirrors hides a different
Versailles, more intimate, closer to the personality of his master.
History is filled with images, with paintings and testimonies exposing a new perspective on the man
Louis XIV was – a man who grew up, and loved, and aged between those walls. The life of the Sun King
becomes a powerful story, an extraordinary historical fresco, from the moment he rose and until he set.
Richly illustrated, this beautiful book unveils an original, unexpected, long-lost Versailles. This threeact adventure takes the reader, as would a play, to unique visual ambiances retracing the tastes and loves of the
king at different stages of his life; explains, too, how this palace has grown to become the great Versailles that
Louis XIV has bequeathed to posterity. Because this passionate ruler has shaped not one, but several successive
Versailles : one for young loves and parties; another, glimmering, exuberant and baroque, of a thirty-year old
king; and finally the Versailles of the Marquess of Maintenon, the queen of shadow – an ode to eternity.
Art and architectural historian Nicolas Jacquet is the author of several renowned art books, including
SECRET AND PECULIAR VERSAILLES, SECRETS AND CURIOSITIES OF THE GARDENS OF
VERSAILLES, and PRIVATE VERSAILLES (éditions Parigramme).
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Cohen, Daniel: LE MONDE EST CLOS ET LE DÉSIR INFINI (INFINITE DESIRES IN
A FINITE WORLD)
(Albin Michel, September 2015, 220 pages)
!

The author of HOMO ECONOMICUS condemns the ideology of growth that first became a religion and
is now an addiction that society needs to overcome.

!

A brilliant economist presents a fascinating odyssey offering an overview of the problems and challenges
of our post-industrial society.

!

A very thorough book intertwining philosophy, economy and historical analysis in a very clear and
informative way, allowing readers to see things in a new light.

This essay takes us on a journey that leads to the heart of understanding human desires and the
mechanisms of living together in contentment and harmony.
Economic growth is the religion of the modern world; the promise of indefinite progress. It offers a
solution to the everyday tragedy of the human race: wanting what you can’t have. Alas - in the West at any rate –
growth has become intermittent, elusive... Crashes follow booms on the stock exchange, economic crises
disperse economic bubbles… provoking discontent in the population. Preferring to search for scapegoats,
modern society avoids the burning questions: what will become of us if the promise of infinite growth turns out
to be utterly futile? Could we find other means of satisfaction, or would we sink into despair and violence?
A renowned economist, Daniel Cohen is the former Vice-President and founding member of the École
d’Economie de Paris. He has published many successful books such as LA PROSPÉRITÉ DU VICE (Albin
Michel, 2009) and HOMO ECONOMICUS, prophète (égaré) des temps nouveaux (Albin Michel, 2012).
“The technological revolution has only begun; it will transform humanity even more radically than it
already has.” L’Obs

Oberlé, Jinan & Thierry: ESCLAVE DE DAECH (SLAVE TO ISIL JIHADISTS)
(Fayard, September 2015, 220 pages)
Offers from: Poland, Germany, and Spain
Over 20,000 copies sold!
!

An intense and powerfully moving text: a first-person account of Isis’s predators’ inhumanity, and of
their victims’ strength.

!

Very up-to-date, Jinan’s story is not an isolated case; through her tale, she lends a voice to many other
women subjected to the same terrible treatment.

!

Although it reads like a tragic novel written in the first person, Jinan’s story is true from start to finish.

An exceptional testimony, the first of its kind on the atrocities committed against the women forced into
sexual slavery by the ISIL in Irak, Syria and Saudi Arabia.
August 4, 2014. Thousands of Yazidi families are trapped on the roads of Mount Sinjar by the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant. Jinan, who is eighteen, is among the Yazidi women captured that day, along with
her family from whom she will soon be separated. Her life, for the next two months, will be a living hell, that of
enslavement. The captives are sorted like cattle. The emirs have first pick: young girls, preferably virgins with
light-colored eyes. Jinan is attributed to a cop and an imam. Along with the other captives, she will be abused,
raped and sequestered. Jinan will grab the opportunity of escaping from the house where she is being held
captive along with five other women.
In the early winter of 2014, a chance encounter brought her into contact with Thierry Oberlé, a special
correspondent for the newspa- per Figaro. She told him her story, hesitantly, with modesty and since- rity. She
chose to break the code of silence and shame imposed on the raped Yazidi women.
At the age of 18, Jinan, a young Yazidi woman, was kidnapped by the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant. Thierry Oberlé is a special correspondent for the newspaper Figaro since 1997. He is a specialist in the
territories of Maghreb and Africa. He deals with international terrorism.
Rights sold to: Greece (Livanis) and Portugal (Quinta Essencia)!
“Si elle a perdu son insouciance, la jeune femme a du courage à revendre. Il lui en a fallu pour tenter,
au bout de presque trois mois, une évasion digne de « Mission : Impossible », téléguidée par téléphone
portable.” Elle
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“L'intérêt de cette confession réside dans le combat que livrent ces jeunes femmes battues, affamées, à
leurs nouveaux propriétaires. […]Toutefois, la bonne nouvelle de ce livre est double : les esclaves de Daech
s'insurgent - certaines se suicident plutôt que céder aux brutes qui les ont achetées. Et leur conversion est
abandonnée dès la liberté retrouvée.” Le Point

Balteau, Sylvain: DOCTEUR FOURRURE (DR. FUR)
(Les Arènes, April 2015, 190 pages)
!

In the same vein as Martin Winckler’s LA MALADIE DE SACHS (Sachs Disease). When you immerse
yourself in the daily world of a vet, you get an insight into people’s lives.

!

A book you can’t put down: the professional life of a vet is the stuff of novels.

!

Very human stories which veer from laughter to tears, from tenderness to indignation.

A whole host of anecdotes, from comedy to drama, and lessons in life written by a veterinarian. These
tales, by turns funny, moving and disturbing, teach us as much about humans as they do about animals.
Thanks to his remarkable talent for storytelling, his tales are deeply moving: a grandad who turns up on
Christmas Eve to put his ageing cat 'to sleep' and leaves with an animal in the best of health; a missing labrador
who undergoes an emergency operation and then escapes in the middle of the night; a mare who draws her last
breath gently beneath a tree; a one-eyed rat brought along secretly by a neighbour; a hamster brought along by a
little girl without her parents knowing.
Sometimes, it's like a vet version of one of those TV hospital dramas, with hunting dogs being torn
apart by wild boar. Sometimes, there's a touch of Dr House, as with the infuriatingly irresponsible young man
who has allowed his dog to suffer so much.
The reality on being a vet: a highly demanding profession, with a strong human dimension, full of
despair and moments of beauty.
World English rights sold to Icon Books!

Cotte, Olivier: 100 ANS DE CINÉMA D’ANIMATION (100 YEARSOF ANIMATED
FILMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD)
(Dunod, October 2015, 384 pages)
This work relates the fabulous history of animated film throughout the world, from its origins to today.
All the techniques of animation and their history, from the magic lantern to digital 3D as well as Stop
Motion and cellulose acetate are discussed. The work then proposes a trip around the world to discover the great
creators and animation studios. The filmography of each is presented: its contribution to the history of animated
cinema, its specific features, its emblematic characters… The work is richly illustrated: around 500 drawing and
photographs.
Olivier Cotte scriptwriter for comic strips, TV series, and short films, writer, animated films’ historian
and film director. He has worked on numerous full length and animated films as well as on advertisements, and
has collaborated with the CNC (National Centre of Cinematography), and various production companies as
script doctor. He teaches directing and cinema at Gobelins, the school of image, at ESAG Penninghen (School of
Design, Graphic Design, and Interior Architecture) and the ESRA (Superior School of Audiovisual Realisation).

Cymes, Michel: HIPPOCRATE AUX ENFERS (HIPPOCRATES IN HELL. DOCTORS
IN THE DEATH CAMPS)
(Stock, January 2015 , 216 pages, 8 page B&W photo insert)
90 000 copies sold in France
Eight years ago Michel Cymes travelled alone to Poland, following in the footsteps of his grandfather
who died in Auschwitz. He came home with the urge to write this book as a memorial, one very close to his
heart.
Doctors were among the first to be infected by the disease of fascism: in Auschwitz, Dachau,
Buchenwald and Strasbourg the worst atrocities were committed by those who had taken the Hippocratic Oath.
The name Mengele may be familiar, but we must not forget the victims of and horrific acts perpetrated by
Rascher, Clauberg, Heim and Hirt. It is this act of commemoration that Michel Cymes asks us to make as he
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casts his contemporary doctor’s eye over this lesser known aspect of Nazi barbarity: medical experiments carried
out on prisoners without their consent.
Drawing on many eyewitness accounts and on extensive archive material, and revealing often
uncomfortable truths, he gives a frank and impassioned account of Hippocrates’ descent into hell.
Michel Cymes is a doctor who works in a Paris hospital. He is a much loved presenter for several
medical programmes on France Télévisions (Magazine de la Santé, Aventures de Médecine, Pouvoirs
Extraordinaires du corps humain, Enquête de Santé).
Rights sold to: Germany (Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft), Korea (Hansol Soobook), the
Netherlands (Athenaeum) and Romania (Publicatiile Flacara)
“A remarkable work.” Le Point
“Only he could write this book.” L’Express

Ducret, Diane: LADY SCARFACE
(Perrin, April 2016, approx.230 pages)
Currently under option in Bulgaria, Croatia, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Lithuania.
FEMMES DE DICTATEUR: over 600 000 copies sold worldwide with foreign rights sold in 23 countries!
“These dames can kill with more than just their looks» Discover the women of the Mafia underworld:
wives, mistresses and gangsters in their own right!”
From the Chicago brothels to Hollywood, they are called Ada and Mina Everleigh, “The Empresses of
Vice”; Mary Margaret Collins, “the ‘Kiss of Death’ girl”; Louise Rolfe “the Blonde alibi”; Thelma Todd, and
Virginia Hill : they are the companions of fortune and misfortune , of whisky, drugs and Al Capone’s
interminable parties, of Bugsy Siegel and Lucky Luciano. Pursued by FBI head J. Edgar Hoo- ver and Elliott
Ness, they are the muses of the Prohibition. Runaways, rebels, free spirits, they have chosen to be “Lady
Scarface”, in life and in death.
Excerpt: “28 February 1938. The photographers crowd in, jostling each other against the opaque
windows of the sedan that stops right in front of the pier. A blonde woman with wavy hair pulls up the collar of
her fur coat, tugs on her leather gloves and tries to hide her face. But it’s impossible to hide when you’re the wife
of the most notorious gangster in the country, Public Enemy No. 1. She extricates a nude leg from the car, her
black-heeled pumps dashing by the flashes and questions of the reporters. No comment, she doesn’t talk. You
never talk when you’re the wife of a Mafioso. .... Mae Capone, the most mysterious and secretive of the Mob
women, is the heir of a saga that commenced 3 decades earlier, when women, at the start of the 20th century,
began a revolution by taking part in shady activities, and decided to take power in the illicit milieu, with or
against the men.”
A former student of the prestigious École Normale Supérieure and of the Sorbonne, historian,
philosopher, and journalist, Diane Ducret is the author the bestselling titles FEMMES DE DICTATEUR I & II
(Perrin, 2011, 2012) and CORPUS EQUI (Perrin, 2013). She has presented the Forum de l’histoire on the
History channel and produced documentaries for the programme «Des Racines et des Ailes» on French
television. Her most recent title is LA CHAIR INTERDITE (Albin Michel, 2014)

Julien, Maude: DERRIÈRE LA GRILLE (BEHIND THE METAL GATE)
(Stock, September 2014, 320 pages)
More than 50 years on, Maude Julien remembers the sound of the lock as the gate to the house closed.
Her father had just bought this gloomy place in the Saint-Omer region to shut himself away with his wife and
child. The then three-year-old Maude lived in isolation, never going to school or making friends. Under her
jailers’ constant vigilance. She was locked away mentally too because her dominating, visionary father wanted
to make a “supra-human” of her.
Much later Maude understood how her father, a high ranking dignitary in an esoteric Masonic group,
dreamed up a fantastical plan to turn her into a so-called “being of light”, the keeper of a regeneration project…
Her whole life was reduced to the struggle to become a superior being, learning to overcome fear, privations,
pain, loneliness... How to break away from such a stranglehold? Where to find the strength to escape such
indoctrination? Or just the intellectual courage to fight it in silence?
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At 18 Maude managed to escape her childhood prison. “I was lucky, I met very kind, humane people
who showed me there could be another way of life,” she says. She herself is now a “helper” and, to her patients,
she genuinely is a bearer of light.
A therapist trained in various techniques, Maude Julien holds three specialised university degrees. For
the last ten years she has been doing anthropological research on the consequences of acculturation among
Australian aborigines. A frequent contributor to radio and television, she has been a therapist to hundreds of
patients since 1995.
Rights sold to Germany (Droemer Knaur), Japan (Wave Shuppan), Poland (Sonia Draga) and Portugal
(Guerra & Paz)
“The living proof that resilience exists.”Elle
“The story of an escape.” Le Point
“Staggering but full of hope.” Ouest France

Lenoir, Frédéric: DE LA JOIE (THE POWER OF JOY)
(Fayard, October 2015, 200 pages)
Joy, you say, what do you mean? What’s the difference between joy, pleasure, and happiness? Are there
different kinds of joy? Can we learn to be joyful, or is it pretty much a question of disposition and genes? Can
joy be felt alongside suffering and sadness?
In the present philosophical essay, Frédéric Lenoir looks for answers and refers to three basic forms of
joy: the joy of living, the joy of being oneself, and the joy of being connected to the world and to others.
Through numerous concrete examples, as well as his own experience, he compiles a list of different kinds of joy:
the joy of crea- ting, making progress, and fulfillment; the joy of loving, possessing, and contemplating. In so
doing, he demonstrates that though joy is involuntary and cannot be imposed, it is contingent to a particular
environment, one that we owe to ourselves to promote by taking part willingly and being grateful in life, by
opening our hearts, by staying in tune to our feelings, and by being attentive to others and to the world around
us...
Philosopher and sociologist Frédéric Lenoir is an associate researcher at the École de hautes etudes en
sciences sociales (EHESS). He is also the author of numerous essays and novels that have been translated into
over twenty languages, including his best-selling DU BONHEUR (Fayard, 2013), 300,000 copies sold in France.
Rights for DU BONHEUR sold to: Russia (Ripol-classic) Bompiani (Italy), DTV (Germany), Ariel
(Spain), Ten Have (The Netherlands), ThinkingDom Media Group (China), Hansol Soobook (Korea)

Patou-Mathis, Marylène: HISTOIRES DE MAMMOUTH (LEGENDS OF THE
MAMMOTH)
(Fayard, September 2015, 330 pages)
At first, there was the “terra incognita,” that mysterious white space on the early maps of geographers:
Siberia.
Then, years later, a strange animal appeared in the form of giant bones preserved in ice. Were they the
bones of giants, as it was belie- ved in Antiquity, or the remains of saints, as scholars of the Middle Ages wrote?
Or were they the remains of a unicorn, a walrus, a narwhal or an elephant? It turns out they were mammoth
bones. And a legend was born.
Countless studies ensued. Was the animal a dwarf or a giant, was it woolly or not, was it indigenous to
the far north or perhaps to Africa or America, a conjectured flood having made it possible for the creature to go
from one continent to another? Various body parts would make it possible to determine the mammoth’s age, diet
and cause of death.
Marylène Patou-Mathis explored a wealth of archive materials to recount the extraordinary story of the
mammoth, that animal of prehistoric times which occupies to this very day a special place in the collective
imagination of men.
Prehistorian Marylène Patou-Mathis is a director of research at the CNRS and the director of the
archaeo-zoology department of the National Museum of Natural History in Paris. She is the author of numerous
authoritative works, including NÉANDERTHAL, UNE AUTRE HUMANITÉ (Perrin, 2006) and
PRÉHISTOIRE DE LA VIOLENCE ET DE LA GUERRE (Odile Jacob, 2013).
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Saldmann, Frédéric: PRENEZ VOTRE SANTÉ EN MAIN (GET A HOLD ON YOUR
HEALTH)
(Albin Michel, April 2015, 250 pages)
300 000 opies sold in France !
!

Our lives are stressful and everything move faster, with this book you will find easy and clear advices to
feel better quickly.

!

By a famous author that already proved his knowledge in a previous success.

Based on the latest scientific research and his experience in the hospital milieu, Dr. Frédéric Saldmann
shares with us 100 revolutionary practices to stay fit and healthy all the year round.
“When Batman puts on his jumpsuit, something powerful and mysterious happens, making him
invulnerable and bestowing superpowers. Could we, like Batman, become invulnerable to the dangers that can
harm or destroy us? In reality, we all possess that jumpsuit, but it is hidden deep inside. All you need to know is
how to find and activate it, to benefit from its protection. In this book, you will find out how to protect yourself
from the onslaught of many illnesses and how to treat those you encounter in a different way. A new way of
thinking health care, no less! It opens up a vista of natural medicine that exploits our own resources to construct
a shield against aggressions. We have the ability to transform stress into a healing drive, turn negative forces into
positive. At last, we can become what we ourselves have decided to be”
Dr. Frédéric Saldmann wrote the best-selling LE MEILLEUR MÉDICAMENT, C’EST VOUS! (Albin
Michel 2013), which sold more than 550,000 copies in France alone and was translated in 20 countries.

Vernon, Audrey: COMMENT ÉPOUSER UN MILLIARDAIRE (HOW TO MARRY A
BILLIONAIRE)
(Fayard, April 2015, 96 pages)
Marry a billionaire, don’t just work for one or buy his products, an ingenious bride-to-be roundly
advises, laying bare the mechanisms of today’s global world over the course of her bachelorette party...
“As my future husband always says, you have to take money where you can get it: from the poor. They
don’t have a lot of money, but there are a whole lot of them out there.” Her apparent naiveté and faux cynicism
is a front, however. The sharp-tongued Audrey Vernon is an informed reader of Marx who can get us to laugh
about subjects that are anything but funny.
Born in Marseille in 1980, Audrey Vernon studied in one of France’s prestigious hypokhâgne classes.
She has worked for television, performed Pinter on stage, and written her own one-woman show (The Funniest
Show in the World).
Rights sold: Germany (Piper), Italy (Rizzoli), Greece (Patakis), Japan (Hayakawa), Korea (Hanbibtz),
Netherlands (Atlas)

Léandri, Bruno: 101 CURIOSITÉS HISTORIQUES COCASSES ET STUPÉFIANTES.
POUR AVOIR QUELQUE CHOSE À RACONTER EN TOUTES CIRCONSTANCES.
(101 HILARIOUS AND ASTONISHING HISTORICAL CURIOSITIES.A WEALTH OF
ANECDOTES FOR ALL OCCASIONS)
(Vuibert, Octobre 2015, 176 pages)
Did you know that a picture exhibited in the Louvre was painted with fragments of Louis XV’s heart?
Or that Switzerland mistakenly invaded Lichtenstein? Or that a war in Europe went on for over three centuries
without anyone noticing? Or that a mere football match degenerated into a war? Or that once, during the Bastille
Day celebrations, the first French helicopter sprayed the President of France with manure?
After his popular success 101 CURIOSITÉS SCIENTIFIQUES COCASSES ET STUPÉFIANTES,
Bruno Léandri follows with his astonishing collection of equally authentic and hilarious freak events in history.
Prolific and eclectic raconteur Bruno Léandri is also the unclassifiable author of LA GRANDE
ENCYCLOPÉDIE DU DÉRISOIRE (5 vol., FLUIDE GLACIAL).
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Boniface, Pascal & Védrine, Hubert: ATLAS DU MONDE GLOBAL, 100 CARTES
POUR COMPRENDRE LE MONDE CHAOTIQUE (ATLAS OF A GLOBAL WORLD,
100 MAPS TO UNDERSTAND THIS CHAOTIC WORLD)
(Dunod, 3rd edition September 2015, 160 pages)

The very complex “global” world is one of risks but also of opportunities. There are counter currents
that favour the emergence of an “international community” or arouse real or potential antagonisms. Supported by
an exceptionally rich library of maps, the authors find logic where there seems to be only chaos. They
reintroduce reason to the analysis of situations of which the media presents only the agonising aspects. They
eschew a western favouritism and show that one of the keys to the future is the take into account the diversity of
visions of the world depending on the country and the people.
Pascal Boniface is director of the IRIS, International and Strategic Relations’ Institute. He teaches at the
Institute of European Studies of the University Paris 8 and has written and directed around fifty books.
Hubert Védrine during the period 1981 to 1995 was successively diplomatic advisor to Francois
Mitterrand, spokesman then secretary general of the presidency and then from 1997 to 2002 Minister of Foreign
Affairs.
Previous editions sold in: Arabic, Complex Chinese, Japanese and Portuguese (Brazil) languages.

Heisbourg, François: SECRÈTES HISTOIRES LA NAISSANCE DU MONDE MODERN
(SECRET HISTORIES THE BIRTH OF THE MODERN WORLD)
(Stock, November 2015 Approx. 400 pages)
Today's world with its challenges (be they terrorist, nuclear, ecological or epidemiological), its crises
(the Middle East, Ukraine), its big players seeking power or revenge (China, Russia), its has been in search of a
new destiny, like Europe searching for its own identity... This world was born from the matrix created by the fall
of the USSR and the deceptive triumph of American superpower. François Heisbourg, Chairman of the
International Institute for Strategic Studies, uses examples, mostly drawn from his own experience, to explain
how today’s world was born. The world’s transformations are part of everyone’s experience, but the secret
histories that preceded or accompanied them are much less so: they help us understand the “how and why” of the
circumstances we all face today.
Every topic is introduced with an anecdote, most of them previously unpublished, many of them
secret. To name a few: how World War III was avoided during the Cuban crisis thanks to one Soviet naval
officer’s cool head; how the bomb attack in the rue Marbeuf devastated Paris even though all the information
came out the day before; how the author stopped the delivery of Exocet missiles during the Falklands War; how
the American Mata Hari worked her magic in Mitterrand’s France, etc.
François Heisbourg is a special advisor to the Foundation for Strategic Research, and is chairman of the
International Institute for Strategic Studies in London and the Geneva Centre for Security Policy. His previous
books were LA FIN DU RÊVE EUROPÉEN (Stock, 2013) and APRÈS AL QAIDA (Stock, 2009).
Under option in Greece

Le Caisne, Garance: OPERATION CESAR (OPERATION CAESAR)
WITNESS TO THE SYRIAN MACHINE OF DEATH
(Stock, October 2015, 250 pages)
“Never in the history of wars has proof of crimes against humanity been divulged while the war and its
crimes carried on. In Syria, though, one man did it. The military photographer “Caesar” risked his life to give the
world 45,000 photos and documents concerning prisoners killed by torture or starved to death in jails run by
Bachar el-Assad’s regime.
While Islamic State terrorists flaunt their barbarity on social networks, the Syrian regime hides its
offences in the silence of its prisons. Since his exfiltration from Syria with these documents which reveal the
Machine of Death’s routine, Caesar has been in hiding to avoid assassination by Syria’s Information Services.
As the only journalist to have met him, I listened for many hours as he described arbitrary imprisonments,
systematic torture, hunger in over-populated cells […] and the pictures he and his team had to take to fill the
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archives and show the leaders that the “work” had been done. His confession is supported by statements I have
collated from former prisoners and their families.” GL.C.
The stories and documents revealed in this book are previously unpublished. At a time when Western
chancelleries and Information Services are considering re-establishing contact with Bachar el-Assad to fight
Islamic State, these revelations could change the course of diplomatic history.
Freelance journalist working for Le Journal du dimanche and L’Obs, Garance Le Caisne spent eight
years in Cairo where she learnt Arabic and the subtleties of the Middle East. After six trips to war-torn Syria, she
devoted seven months to approaching Caesar, and secured the trust of his group of activists. These militants are
now trying to achieve international justice by having Bachar el-Assad’s regime judged.

Giraud, Pierre-Noël: L'HOMME INUTILE (REDUNDANT PEOPLE)
‘REDUNDANT PEOPLE’: AT THE CENTRE OF OUR ECONOMIC POLICIES
(Odile Jacob, September 2015, 400 pages)
Pr. Pierre-Noël Giraud is a professor of economics at the Paris Ecole des Mines and at the University of
Paris-Dauphine. He is the author of several important works on economics, such as L’Inégalité du monde (1996),
Le Commerce des promesses, Turgot Prize 2001, (new edition, 2009) and, more recently, L’Industrie française
décroche-t-elle? (2013).
Globalisation and inequality: these are the forces that now shape the world. While inequality between
states has been diminishing, inequality within nations has been rising, resulting in rapidly growing numbers of
‘redundant people’, according to Pierre-Noël Giraud. These redundant people include unemployed citizens in
rich countries, as well as workers with no job security, landless peasants, and slum dwellers: all those members
of society whose labour-power is of little or no value. The author’s goal is to understand the causes of
redundancy and how to make them disappear.
To do this, Giraud has opened the black box of the economy. He reveals, with no holds barred, how the
economy works, his methodology, goals and tools. This leads him to formulate several questions of crucial
importance for the coming thirty years: has Malthus become relevant in defining how we relate to nature? How
have the various globalisations — digital, business, financial — helped widen the inequality gap? Why has
redundancy become such a public policy priority? Underlining the threat posed to society by roaming economic
conflicts — a consequence of globalisation — Giraud proposes here a reflection that reaches beyond mere
economic issues.
The fate of ‘redundant people’ in a globalised world, the division of labour between nomadic and
sedentary jobs, the new forms of economic conflicts: these are some of the highly relevant issues for our time
that are examined here. Pierre-Noël Giraud invites the reader to think like an economist, by examining
hypotheses and criticising them, by distinguishing between analysis and the goals of political economy. What
Giraud shows us here is the very opposite of what the mass media tell us.

Kastoryano, Riva: QUE FAIRE DES CORPS DES TERRORISTES? (POLICIES IN THE
WEST REGARDING THE CORPSES OF JIHADISTS)
(Fayard, September 2015, 336 pages)
What was done with the remains of the bodies of the suicide bombers in New York (2001), Madrid
(2004) and London (2005)? The present work analyses the responses of the United States, Spain, and Britain,
drawing on official reports as well as interviews conducted with government officials, local leaders and
community representatives in both the country of immigration and the country of origin.
For the three governments in question, the burial of suicide bombers who die on their territories is not a
legal, political or diplomatic issue. Rather, their response to the corpses of jihadists is of symbolic and moral
significance.
The burial of these young people who, driven by an identity narrative embracing the Ummah – a global
nation without borders –, reject any attachment to a given land, raises the question of territory as a form of
belonging. What the three cases examined here actually refer to is the concept of a non-territorial war with the
body as a weapon escaping State control, to which justice, therefore, does not apply.
Riva Kastoryano received a Ph. D. in sociology from the École des hautes études en sciences sociales
(EHESS). She is a former lecturer at Harvard (Department of Social Studies) and a former research fellow at
Princeton University Institute for Advanced Studies, the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin, and the Radcliffe
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Institute at Harvard. She currently teaches at Sciences Po and has been a visiting professor at the New School for
Social Research in New York since 2005.

Nabli, Béligh: LA MÉDITERRANÉE, UN ESPACE
MEDITERRANEAN, A GEOPOLITICAL SPACE)

GÉOPOLITIQUE

(THE

(Dunod, October 2015, 224 pages)
A common sea since Roman Antiquity, the Mediterranean was the cradle of western culture and of the
three great monotheistic religions. It is now, above all, a space of conflict (migrations, religions, territories) but it
is also one of co-operation (energy, transport). Globalisation, for better or for worse, is found there and Europe
plays a role in its future. From its origins to recent political developments, this work invites us to rethink the cooperation between the North and South of the Mediterranean basin around an inclusive project that will have an
assumed political dimension in the sense of the democratic hopes of the Arab peoples.
Béligh Nabli is director of research at the IRIS (Institute of International relations and Strategies) in
which he founded the “Observatoire des mutations politiques dans le monde arabe.” He also teaches
International Relations at the Institut d’études politiques of Paris.

Gemenne, François: LE CHANGEMENT CLIMATIQUE, ENJEUX GÉOPOLITIQUES
(CLIMATE CHANGE, GEOPOLITICAL ISSUES)
(Dunod, 2nd edition October 2015, 320 pages)
Climate change has become a subject of international politics, the stakes of which go far beyond a
simple question of ecology to encompass global balance, notably North-South relations.
This well documented and committed work, examines the geopolitical dimension of global warming.
Which countries are responsible or said to be responsible? Who are those that will suffer the strongest impact?
What are the displacements of populations in course or to be anticipated? The risks for international security?
Before the crucial conference in Paris this work is therefore indispensable in the understanding of the stakes of
the negotiation and the new modalities of international co-operation on the subject.
François Gemenne is Executive director of the program “Earth Politics” at Science Po and researcher at
the University of Versailles Saint-Quentin.

Benichou, David & Khosrokhavar, Farhad & Migaux, Philippe: LE JIHADISME
(JIHADISM GETTING TO KNOW IT TO BETTER FIGHT IT)
(Plon, April 2015, 300 pages)
!

Recognized specialists on Islamist terrorism, the authors form a unique association that pools the
resources of an anti-terrorist judge, a sociologist and an ethnologist.

!

A geopolitical, legal and sociological assessment of jihad by three leading experts on Islamic terrorism.
An must- have book.

Radical Islam made itself publicly visible more than thirty years ago during the 1979 Iranian
Revolution, and again on 11 September 2001 with the attack against the United States. The phenomenon has
since become global: with the exception of Latin America, no continent is now spared.
Who are its actors, how do they define themselves, what is their ideological configuration, how do they
manage to attract recruits not only in the Muslim world, but also in the West, and not only among Muslim
minorities but also within a whole new generation of converts? Why are women attracted to this vision, which
marginalizes them? How, in a world where secularization seemed irreversible, could this extremist version of
Islam create openings and offer a totalitarian form of religious oneness? What are the options available to the
West and the Muslim world to counteract this repressive form of action and thought that reinvents totalitarianism
in the name of religion? How to act to weaken the appeal of jihadism that presents itself as an alternative to
extremist left and right views?
Examining jihadism from its geopolitical, legal and sociological angles, three leading experts on Islamic
terrorism provide answers to all these questions and open avenues for further thought on the future of this
terrifying movement advocating endless holy war.
A magistrate in the anti-terrorist division of the Paris regional court, David Benichou is involved in
training judges, investigators and lawyers in France and abroad. Farhad Khosrokhavar is a director of studies in
the social sciences and a sociologist. He has published numerous books including LA RADICALISATION,
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AVOIR VINGT ANS AU PAYS DES AYATOLLAHS with Amir Nikpey and L’ISLAM DANS LES
PRISONS. Doctor of Ethnology and researcher on asymmetric conflicts. Philippe Migaux has been a lecturer at
Sciences-Po in Paris on international security threats. He is the author of AL-QAÏDA: SOMMES-NOUS
MENACÉS?, LE TERRORISME AU NOM DU JIHAD and HISTOIRE DU TERRORISME, DE
L’ANTIQUITÉ À AL-QAÏDA.
“Essential information for anyone who wants to understand the roots of terrorism and to consider the
most effective tools for fighting it… In addition to a clear and knowledgeable analysis of jihadism, what makes
this book so interesting is its focus on practical ways to fight terrorism and effective strategies for deradicalization, which could be developed.” Marianne

Pradeau, Jean-François: GOUVERNER AVEC LE MONDE (GOVERNING WITH THE
WORLD -ANCIENT THOUGHTS ON GLOBALIZATION)
(Les Belles Lettres, April 2015, 144 pages)
Ancient philosophers have written about the relationship between the city and the world: it is they who
deserve credit for the first “cosmopolitan” theories. The aim of this essay by Jean-François Pradeau is to
present these theories by rendering them accessible to readers who are unacquainted with them.
This essay deals with what some authors such as Diogenes the Cynic, Plato, the Stoics and even Church
Father Saint Augustine managed to say about global citizenship and the dream of a unique world city that would
at long last unite all peoples. The issues raised by this ancient history of cosmopolitanism, which for a few
decades promoted a form of cosmopolitan emancipation and invented a supranational Europe that today seems
locked into its borders, are for the most part those of our own era. We can learn much about globalization from
the Ancient Greeks, who coined the term “world citizen.” They humbly remind us that human life – which is a
political life; i.e., one only possible within the instituted limits of a civic community – cannot procure peace or
happiness without understanding its true and rightful place in the world. It is harmful, and ultimately impossible,
to live without entertaining a certain idea of this world and of its order without first having a conception – even
an approximate one – of what the universe is and the role that befalls on us to play in it.
A Professor of Ancient Philosophy at Université de Lyon III - Jean Moulin, Jean-François Pradeau is
first and foremost an expert in the works of Plato and of the Platonic tradition, about which he has published a
great many works.
“A scholarly but accessible journey through the political thought of those who invented the term citizen
of the world” Le Point
“Philosophical folder full of surprises” Le Soir

HISTORY & CIVILIZATION
des Cars, Jean: NICOLAS II ET ALEXANDRA DE RUSSIE (NICOLAS II AND
ALEXANDRA OF RUSSIA)
(Perrin, September 2015, 529 pages)
Currently under option in Poland and the Czech Republic.
!

An illustrated biography of the last Russian tsar and his family, by the bestselling French specialist of
European monarchies.

Nearly a century ago, the massacre of the imperial family of Russia, on the night of July 16 to 17, 1918,
horrified the world. Today, the last Tsar, Nicolas II, his wife Alexandra, their four daughters and their son, who
were canonized in 2003 by the Orthodox Church for their «Christian behavior», are the objects of popular
veneration.
We often forget that the imperial couple, deeply in love, had experienced family traumas in their youth
that scarred them for life. Even at their marriage, celebrated awkwardly when the Court was in full mourning
after the untimely death of Alexander III, their happiness was overshadowed by the heavy burden of the Russian
Empire.
In private, the Tsarina lived in terror of the hemophilia threatening her little boy’s life. As for the new
tsar, he fell short of expectations from the beginning. After his father’s authoritarianism, it was hoped the 26-
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year-old son would show a certain liberalism, some concern for the people’s suffering. The disappointment was
great. Nicolas II was an autocrat, true to the rigorous politics of Alexander III, for better or worse.
Jean des Cars is the historian of the great European dynasties and their most illustrious representatives.
His works are widely translated, particularly in Central Europe. Among his greatest hits, all published by Perrin:
SISSI OU LA FATALITÉ (Sissi or Fate) (2005); LA SAGA DES ROMANOV (The Saga of the Romanovs)
(2008); LA SAGA DES HABSBOURG (The Saga of the Habsburgs)(2010); LA SAGA DES WINDSOR (The
Saga of the Windsors) (2011); La Saga des reines (The Saga of the Queens) (2012), LA SAGA DES
FAVORITES (The Saga of the Favorites) (2013) and LE SCEPTRE ET LE SANG (Of Blood and Scepter)
(2014).

Carrère d’Encausse, Hélène: SIX ANNÉES QUI ONT CHANGÉ LE MONDE 1985-1991,
LA CHUTE DE L’EMPIRE SOVIÉTIQUE (SIX YEARS THAT CHANGED THE
WORLD 1985-1991, THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET EMPIRE)
(Fayard, October 2015, 400 pages)
1985-1991. In a mere six years, a totally unexpected revolution took place: the Communist utopia that
had dominated most of the 20th century, along with its totalitarian system and the Soviet Union, collapsed. And
the implosion did not play out like a Wagnerian melo- drama, as did that of the 20th century’s other totalitarian
regime, Nazism. Rather, it occurred peacefully, through the simple initiative of men of goodwill and nations fed
up with the system.
It was a miracle virtually unprecedented in history. Yet oddly enough, a quarter of a century later, our
collective memory has disfi- gured the extraordinary series of events, retaining only the fall of the Berlin Wall in
November 1989.
Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, a privileged observer of the events, gives an account of the pivotal six-year
period. Based on meticulous research and the testimony of leading figures, the eminent historian of Russia
recounts the exceptional revolution. In doing so, she sheds light on a number of hot-potato geopolitical issues of
today.
Historian of Russia, Hélène Carrère d’Encausse is the permanent secretary of the Académie française,
to which she was elected in 1991. She was a recipient of the Prix Aujourd’hui, the Prix Louise-Weiss, the Prix
Comenius and the Prix des Ambassadeurs.

Kersaudy, François & Kadari, Yannis: LES DERNIERS SECRETS DU IIIE REICH
(MORE SECRETS OF THE THIRD REICH)
(Perrin, November 2015, 300 pages)
The much-anticipated sequel to the best-seller: THE SECRETS OF THE THIRD REICH:
25,000 copies sold.
Following the success of SECRETS DU IIIE REICH (Secrets of the Third Reich), François Kersaudy
and Yannis Kadari take the reader on a new exploration of the secret history of the Nazi world. In a lively and
accessible style, they revisit certain mysterious episodes in this bewildering historical era, separating fact from
fiction.
For what purpose did Himmler go to Tibet? How did the Nazis plan to destroy the United States? What
were the secret weapons of the Third Reich? How did Hitler imagine his new capital, Germania? And what was
the purpose of Operation Werwolf? Insight into a terrifying world in ten thrilling chapters.
Professor François Kersaudy, author of numerous books on World War II, has notably written
biographies of Churchill, Mountbatten and Goering, and the only book on the relationship between de Gaulle
and Churchill. A polyglot historian, he has received eleven French and British literary awards. He currently codirects with Yannis Kadari the “Masters of War” collection (Perrin) for which he wrote the biographies of Hitler,
Stalin and MacArthur.
Yannis Kadari is a journalist and the founder of the media group Caraktère, which publishes five
magazines, including LIGNE DE FRONT and HISTOIRE (S) DE LA DERNIÈRE GUERRE. Author of
numerous articles and special features, he is a specialist in the history of mechanized warfare, and more
generally of World War II. He is the author of a biography of Patton in the “Masters of War” collection.
Rights sold in Spain (Omega); Poland (Muza).
Currently under option in Poland.
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Lunel, Pierre: LES MAGICIENS FOUS D'HITLER (HITLER’S CRAZY MAGICIANS)
(First, November 2015, 304 pages)
An investigation on the Nazi’s fascination for occult forces
The highest ranked officers and Hitler himself were fascinated by esotericism, black magic and occult
forces. This fascination wasn’t without consequences on their behavior and on their decisions. In the Führer ’s
entourage, the presence of gurus – all crazier than the others – and the secret ‘‘researches’’ they had to do for the
regime also confirm the “esoteric craziness” that seized all the national socialist then in power.
Pierre Lunel started his career with a best-seller, L’ABBÉ PIERRE, L’INSURGÉ DE DIEU (Stock),
sold at more than 500,000 copies. He pursued his carreer focusing on great figures of history and society
(SOEUR EMMANUELLE, POPE FRANCIS).

Azoulay, Helios & Dauzat, Pierre-Emmanuel: L’ENFER AUSSI A SON ORCHESTRE.
LA MUSIQUE DANS LES CAMPS DE CONCENTRATION (HELL TOO HAS ITS
ORCHESTRA. MUSIC IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS)
(Vuibert, Septembre 2015, 192 pages)
A superb homage to a forgotten chapter of history, it opens up a new vista in our studies of the
Holocaust.
In Dachau, the prisoners’ orchestra played Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert and Grieg. At Mauthausen,
people were executed to a musical accompaniment. In Auschwitz, music played as the Kommandos set out to
work each morning and as they returned in the evening. For the first time, a sensitive and moving book reveals
this little-known aspect of the deportations by reconstructing the daily existence of the camp musicians, thanks to
previously unpublished documents. The authors explore and explain the musical obsessions of the Nazis in the
death camps.
Pierre-Emmanuel Dauzat, essayist and translator, is a specialist of the history of Nazism and the
Holocaust. His works include HOLOCAUSTE ORDINAIRE (Bayard, 2007). Musician and archaeologist of
concentration camp music, Hélios Azoulay has written TOUT EST MUSIQUE (2012), published by La Librairie
Vuibert.

Mary, Luc & Valode, Philippe: LES DERNIERS JOURS DES CHEFS NAZIS (LAST
DAYS OF THE NAZI LEADERS)
(First, September 2015, 496 pages)
The truth about the death of the main leaders of the Nazi Regime
Upon the 70th anniversary of the start of the Nuremberg Trial, this book tells the deaths of 41 of the
highest graded of the Nazi regime, from their beginning in the regime to their often violent death.
A historian, Luc Mary is the author of thirty books. A Political Science graduate, Philippe Valode runs
the Actualité de l’Histoire review. They previously co- wrote LES MENSONGES LES PLUS INCROYABLES
DE L’HISTOIRE.

Sévillia, Jean & Buisson, Jean-Christophe: LES DERNIERS JOURS DES REINES (THE
LAST DAYS OF THE QUEENS)
(Perrin, October 2015, 420 pages)
!

Jean-Christophe Buisson and Jean Sévillia joined forces with the leading academics and history writers
of today to answer this provocative question.

!

A much-anticipated, unparalleled series of essays that is rich in anecdotes and revelations, buoyed by the
success of LES DERNIERS JOURS DES ROIS.

Following the success of LES DERNIERS JOURS DES ROIS (The Last Days of the Kings), which sold
25,000 copies, here are the stories of the last days of the most famous queens and empresses, whose lives, deaths
and destinies changed the history of the world.
Table of contents: 1. Cleopatra by Pierre Renucci 2. Agrippina by Jean-Louis Voisin 3. Brunhilda by
Xavier de Marchis 4. Eleanor of Aquitaine by Georges Minois 5. Isabella the Catholic by Marie-France
Schmidt 6. Catherine de Medicis by Jean-François Solnon 7. Mary Stuart by Didier Le Fur 8. Christina of
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Sweden by Philippe Beaussant of the French Academy 9. Anne of Austria by Simone Bertière10. Maria Theresa
of Austria by Jean-Paul Bled 11. Catherine II by Lorraine Meaux 12. Marie Antoinette by Jean Sevillia 13.
Josephine de Beauharnais by Jean Tulard of the French Academy 14. Sissi by Jean des Cars 15. Charlotte of
Belgium by Jean-Louis Thiériot 16. Victoria by Arnaud Teyssier 17. Draya Obrenovitch by Jean-Christophe
Buisson 18. Alexandra of Russia by Irina Chikoff. 19. Empress Eugénie by Eric Anceau. 20. Queen Astrid by
Pascal Dayez-Burgeon.
Jean Sévillia is deputy managing editor of the Figaro Magazine and a member of the scientific board of
Figaro-Histoire. An essayist and historian, he has published many successful books, including ZITA
IMPÉRATRICE COURAGE (Brave Empress Zita) (Perrin, 1997), LE TERRORISME INTELLECTUEL
(Intellectual terrorism) (Perrin, 2000), HISTORIQUEMENT CORRECT (Historically correct) (Perrin, 2003),
LE DERNIER EMPEREUR, CHARLES D’AUTRICHE (The last emperor, Charles of Austria) (Perrin, 2009),
and HISTOIRE PASSIONNÉE DE LA FRANCE (A passionate history of France) (Perrin, 2013).
Jean-Christophe Buisson is the Figaro Magazine‘s culture editor. He has recently published
ASSASSINÉS (Assassinated) with Perrin (2013), and MIHAILOVIC (2014), HISTOIRE DE BELGRADE
(History of Belgrade, 2013) in the Perrin paperback series, Tempus. He is a program host on the French history
channel La Chaine Histoire and participates in a weekly radio show, On refait le monde, on RTL. He has also
directed with Alexis Brezet LES GRANDS DUELS QUI ONT FAIT LA FRANCE (Perrin, 2014).

Lombard, Philippe: POURQUOI TINTIN S’APPELLE TINTIN (WHY TINTIN IS
CALLED TINTIN)
(Place des editeurs, February 2016, 208 pages)
An original book which investigates the origins of the most famous character names from cinema,
literature, comics and TV series.
The great heroes of fiction - among them Captain Nemo, Rouletabille, Julien Sorel, Mickey Mouse,
Rambo, Antoine Doinel, Albertine, Sherlock Holmes and Blake & Mortimer - are part of our collective memory.
But do you have any idea where their names come from?
Did you know that the first name of cinema's most famous archaeologist was in fact the name of his
creator's dog? That the Le Quesnoy family originally went by the name of Le Cattaux? Or that Ian Fleming
considered 'James Bond' to be a very humdrum name and that it was borrowed from an ornithologist of the same
name?
Philippe Lombard is a journalist who specialises in cinema and television. He has devoted several books
to the subject of cinema. He is the author of Grandes gueules du cinéma français, of RÉPLIQUES DE FILMS À
L’USAGE DU QUOTIDIEN (published by Editions Express Roularta) and OF L’UNIVERS DES TONTONS
FLINGUEURS (published by First).

Demurger, Alain: LES PERSÉCUTIONS DES TEMPLIERS 1307-1314. (THE
PERSECUTION OF THE TEMPLARS: 1307-1314)
(Payot, October 2015, 320 pages)
A collection of previously unpublished accounts of one of the largest trials in history
“The Templar Affair” still intrigues us because of how enormous it was. We know that this powerful
international Christian military order, directly under the Pope’s orders, was accused of heresy by King Philip the
Fair. On Friday the 13th of October, 1307, the Templars of the Kingdom of France were arrested and thrown in
jail, and their goods sequestered by the King. Under torture, the Templars made astounding confessions: during
the initiation ceremony, recruits were forced to deny Christ, spit on the Cross and engage in indecent acts,
including sodomy and more.
This book’s intention is not to re-open the trial of the Templars; it is a journal that describes the day-today business of a case that lasted five years, until the Oder was disbanded in 1312 by the Council of Vienne
(France). The case against the Order’s leaders continued for two years more, until Jacques de Molay and
Geoffroy de Charnay were burned at the stake in Paris, in March 1314. The book doesn’t try to explain the
historical context that led to the trial, nor to unravel the biased debate about the Templars’ guilt or innocence or
to explain yet again the conflict between the Pope and the King of France. But by diving deep into the written
records of the interrogations and statements of the 231 French Templars – some of whom stood up for
themselves and their order – it offers a striking vision of this persecution that was anything but random.
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Alain Demurger is honorary head lecturer of medieval history at the University of Paris I and has
chosen the history of the crusades and the religious orders as well as France at the end of the Middle Ages. His
publications on the subject, among which his biography of Jacques de Molay, the last Templar, (Payot 2002,
2014), translated into a dozen of foreign languages, have become required reading.

Compagnon, Antoine (edited by): AUTOUR DE 1914-18: NOUVELLES FIGURES DE
LA PENSEE (THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914-18: NEW THINKERS AND ARTISTS)
(Odile Jacob, September 2015, 416 pages)
The year of the centenary saw a multitude of works by historians on the causes and the consequences of
the Great War — without of course exhausting such a vast, complex subject that has given rise to so many
interpretations and reflections. One of the explanations for our fascination with the Great War is that the epoch
around 1914 appears to be one of immense rupture: a break that is not only geopolitical and historic but also
concerns ways of understanding the world, of seeing and thinking. This book focuses on the intellectual
effervescence engendered by wartime upheavals, and their long-term consequences.
Pr. Antoine Compagnon is a professor at the Collège de France in the Chair of Modern and
Contemporary French Literature: History, Criticism, Theory.
Introduction by Serge Haroche. With contributions by: Olivier Agard, Françoise Balibar, Jacques
Bouveresse, Isabelle von Buelzingsloewen, Yves Cohen, Marc Fontecave, Roland Gori, Claudine Haroche,
Serge Haroche, Henry Laurens, Michelle Perrot, Roland Recht, Makis Solomos, Claudine Tiercelin, Céline
Trautmann-Waller, Jürgen von Ungern-Sternberg, Anton Zeilinger.
A sweeping panorama of the changes that occurred in the wake of the First World War, from physics
(Einstein) and chemistry (poison gas) to the visual arts (Picasso, Duchamp, Kandinsky), music, cinema,
psychoanalysis and even to the topic of love, as treated is literature and philosophy. With an introduction by
Serge Haroche, administrator of the Collège de France, Chair of quantum physics, and 2012 Nobel Prize laureate
in Physics.

Bled, Jean-Paul: LES HOMMES D’HITLER (HITLER’S MEN)
(Perrin, August 2015, 480 pages)
!

A fascinating book that combines the rigor of an innovative historical analysis with the skill of a true
storyteller.

!

Portraits of 22 men and one woman shed new light both on Hitler’s personality and on how the Third
Reich was built.

!

An innovative work of non-fiction that will become a new reference thanks to the amount of previously
unpublished ideas and information; illustrated with a portrait of each of the 23 people at the beginning of
the chapter about them.

LES HOMMES D’HITLER is in the tradition of the famous work by German historian Joachim C. Fest,
The Face Of The Third Reich: Portraits Of The Nazi Leadership
From “useful idiots” to “victims”, historian Jean-Paul Bled presents the portraits of 23 prominent
personalities in Nazi Germany, in the tradition of Joachim C. Fest.
Because of Hitler’s personality and his absolute power, we often overlook the role and the importance
of the men who helped him rise. His top lieutenants - civilians as well as mili- tary, those who supported him in
his evil enterprise - are at the center of this book, written by one of today’s top experts on Germany, Professor
Jean-Paul Bled. Where did they come from? Who were they? What was their exact role in the Third Reich?
What was the exact nature of their relationship with Hitler and how did it change over time?
Through these twenty-three short biographies, Bled answers these questions and gives us a unique
perspective on these men, some of them unknown. “Useful idiots”, the first circle, civilians, soldiers, artists and
victims are all scrutinized in the author’s analysis.
Professor Emeritus at the University of Paris IV Sorbonne, Jean-Paul Bled has written a notable
biography of Bismarck for Perrin - rights sold in Italy (Salerno), Poland (Musa) and Serbia (NNK International).
He is also the biographer of Franz Joseph, and Maria Theresa (Fayard).
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Jankélévitch, Vladimir: L’ESPRIT DE RESISTANCE – TEXTE INÉDITS 1943-1983
(THE SPIRIT OF RESISTANCE – UNPUBLISHED TEXTS 1943-1983)
(Albin Michel, Octobre 2015, 400 pages)
Throughout his life, Vladimir Jankélévitch wrote about politics, but his early death prevented him from
assembling his texts. The varied selection in this volume groups together the most fundamental of his committed
texts: on subjects such as war, members of the Resistance and the honour of fighting, as well as the meaning of
forgiveness, of being Jewish or faithful to Israel. These texts, often deliberately polemical, are dictated as much
by his philosophy – built around love and wisdom – as by the most pressing need to fight relentlessly on behalf
of victims, to refuse to let the past be forgotten and to find the meaning of life in the most radical rejection of all
those things that might threaten or diminish it.
Vladimir Jankélévitch (1903-1985) was one of the greatest thinkers of the 20th century. He was a
member of the French Resistance from the very outset and, after the war, his intellectual contributions in
analysing Nazi crimes were amongst the most significant. Author of L’IMPRESCRIPTIBLE, his works are rich
in meditations on music, death and joy.

Cartier, Michel: LA CHINE ET L’OCCIDENT SIX SIECLES D’HISTOIRE (CHINA
AND THE WEST: A SIX-HUNDRED-YEAR HISTORY)
(Odile Jacob, June 2015, 300 pages)
!

Should we fear China? Michel Cartier answers this age-old question.

!

A history of the fears and fascination elicited by the Middle Kingdom throughout the ages.

!

An essential contribution for a better understanding of Western relations with China.

The history of Chinese-Western relations — a tale of fascination and fear — recounted by a historian
specialising in the Far East
This book reviews the history of Chinese-Western relations, which for the West have been characterised
from the start by ambivalence and have swung between fascination and repulsion, attraction and fear. Beginning
with the early Western explorers’ discovery of China, to the studies carried out by the Jesuits, followed by the
era of colonial expansion, the fears raised by Maoism, and culminating in today’s European and U.S. business
relocations to China — the new El Dorado — Western attitudes to China have continuously swung back and
forth, depending on Western ambitions and China’s upheavals.
Michel Cartier points to the key role that internal factors linked to Chinese history have traditionally
playedin this on-going love-hate relationship. He concludes with an assessment of China’s strengths and
weaknesses in its relations to the rest of the world.
Michel Cartier is a specialist in Far Eastern social history and demographics. He is a director of studies
at the French School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (EHESS) and the editor-in-chief of
Aujourd’hui, la Chine.

Chaliand, Gérard & Blin, Arnaud: HISTOIRE DU TERRORISME - DE L’ANTIQUITÉ
À DAECH (THE HISTORY OF TERRORISM – FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE ISIS)
(Fayard, September 2015, 840 pages)
!

This unprecedented encyclopedia of terrorism brings together the speeches, manifestos and theoretical
texts of the principal actors of terrorism, Illustrated by a number of maps and statistics.

Terrorism today is omnipresent, yet we know virtually nothing about its history. Yet today more than
ever, it is vital to try to understand the phenomenon.
The present work gives us an overview of the history of terrorism from Antiquity through the present
day, by way of Anarchism in the 19th century and state-sponsored terrorism in various forms. With the help of
eminent international specialists (François Géré, Rohan Gunaratna, Olivier Hubac-Occhipinti, Ariel Merari,
Philippe Migaux and Yves Ternon), Gérard Chaliand and Arnaud Blin reveal how our perception of terrorism
has evolved over time. This in-depth historical approach allows us to define the current stakes of radical Islam,
to which a large part of the book is devoted, the impact of which is by no means over.
Gérard Chaliand is an expert on current political and strategic problems. His publications include UNE
HISTOIRE MONDIALE DE LA GUERRE (Odile Jacob, 2014) and GÉOPOLITIQUE DES EMPIRES
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(Arthaud, 2010). Arnaud Blin is a historian specializing in the history of conflicts. His most recent work is LES
BATAILLES QUI ONT CHANGÉ L’HISTOIRE (Perrin, 2014).

Daoud, Zakya: LA RÉVOLUTION ARABE - HISTOIRE D’UNE ILLUSION, 1798-2014
(THE ARAB REVOLUTION: HOPE OR ILLUSION 1798-2014)
(Perrin, March 2015, 400 pages)
!

The voice of the intellectuals, religious thinkers, journalists and politicians that have campaigned for
change in the political and education systems to gain access to science and technology.

!

The diagnose of the current ills of the Muslim world. A subject that comes back often in the media finally
explained by a real specialist.

At a time when we need, more than ever, to better understand the world that surrounds us, French
journalist Zakya Daoud gives us an in-depth approach to the Arab world.
At a time when we need, more than ever, to better understand the world that surrounds us, French
journalist Zakya Daoud gives us an in-depth approach to the Arab world. Why did the reformers fail? The book
offers explanations that diagnose the current ills of the Muslim world. Wanting to restore original Islam in its
doctrinal purity, they did not consider Islam in its historical context as a civilization that contained a mosaic of
multiple populations.
An astute connoisseur of North Africa and the Middle East thanks to her work as a journalist in situ and
her numerous books of history and biography on the region, Zakya Daoud enlightens us on the “post” Arab
Spring by looking back at the preliminary reforms starting in the 18th century.
Zakya Daoud, journalist and writer. He contributed regularly to Maghreb-Machrek; Arabies and Le
Monde Diplomatique. She has published 17 works including several political biographies and essays

Vergé-Franceschi, Michel & Moretti, Anna: UNE HISTOIRE ÉROTIQUE DE
VERSAILLES (EROTIC HISTORY OF VERSAILLES 1661-1789)
(Payot, May 2015, 342 pages)
!

Versailles, a place of power? Yes, but one of pleasure, desire and debauchery as well.

!

An erotical history of kings Louis XIV, Louis XV and Louis XVI in Versailles.

!

An original book that combines scientific and historical accuracy with deliberate sauciness.

Young Louis XIV turned Louis XIII’s modest hunting lodge into a love nest for his first trysts with shy
Louise de la Vallière, deflowered at age 17, and later decided – to Colbert’s dismay - to refurnish this favoured
spot from his youth.
From the buxom Mme de Montespan to the ardent Mme de Maintenon, mistresses, “favourites” and
one-night stands formed a saucy parade, as the Sun King skipped lightly from their arms to those of his wife,
with whom he always finished his nights. Passionate necking, petting and more took place, tucked away in the
welcoming alcoves of Le Brun’s apartments or in the shady groves of Le Nôtre’s gardens – and all the more
easily in that knickers were unheard of then.
After the young men that turned the head of ‘Monsieur’ – the king’s brother, Philippe of France – and
the Regent’s wild orgies, the demoiselles of the Parc aux Cerfs fought for the honour of being tumbled by the
insatiable Louis XV. François Boucher’s brush traced the voluptuous curves of sensual beauties, and the libertine
spirit of the Marquis de Sade blew stronger than ever. Alas, Louis XVI the Limp was barely able to honour
Marie-Antoinette, and by the eve of the Revolution, the “Little Sodom” with its loose morals was a thing of the
past. A page in the château’s history had turned.
Professor of modern history at the University of Tours, specialised in the Ancien Régime, Michel
Vergé-Franceschi’s work has been honoured by the Académie française and the Académie des Sciences morales,
among others. For Editions Payot, he has written COLBERT, LA POLITIQUE DU BON SENS (2005) and
NINON DE LENCLOS (2014). Anna Moretti has a Ph.D in aesthetics from the University of Corsica, and is
specialised in femininity and sensuality in literature.
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Lopez, Jean & Wieviorka, Olivier: LES MYTHES DE LA SECONDE GUERRE
MONDIALE (THE MYTHS OF WORLD WAR II)
(Perrin, September 2015, 448 pages)
!

A rigorously accurate book that is also very reader-friendly; tremendous attention was paid to making it
perfect for non-specialists who want to learn more

!

A surprising book that reviews 23 myths about World War II, proving them to be inaccurate clichés.

!

Fifteen respected historians have worked together to transmit the most recent historiographic discoveries
to a broad reading public.

Twenty-one myths about World War II are explained and deconstructed by a group of historians and
the editorial team of the magazine Guerres et Histoire, led by Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka.
The history of World War II seems familiar; yet in reality it is built largely on a number of
misconceptions and myths that die hard among the general public. This series of essays, along the lines of the
great Perrin partnerships (with Figaro-Histoire, L’Express, etc.) is designed to appeal to a wide readership:
written in a lively novelistic style, it makes the subject accessible to people with little or no knowledge of the
subject. Yet on each topic, the authors provide new material, dispelling clichés, platitudes and
misunderstandings. This out-of-the-ordinary work is as entertaining as it is innovative.
Table of Contents: A team led by Jean Lopez (LES CENT DERNIERS JOURS D’HITLER, The Last
Hundred Days of Hitler) and Olivier Wieviorka (HISTOIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE, History of the Resistance)
bringing together the contributions of leading experts on each subject: Maurice Vaïsse, Jean-Luc Leleu, Hubert
Heyriès, Pierre-Emmanuel Brezet, Pierre-François Souyri, Sébastien Albertelli, François Kersaudy, JeanFrançois Muracciole, George-Henri Soutou, Fabrice Virgili, Nicolas Aubin, Claire Miot, Cédric Mas, Lasha
Otkhmezuri, Pierre Grumberg, Benoist Bihan, Bruno Birolli, Patrick Facon and Vincent Arbaretier.

Pau, Béatrix & Preface by Pierre Lemaitre: LE BALLET DES MORTS. ÉTAT, ARMÉE,
FAMILLE: S’OCCUPER DES CORPS DE LA GRANDE GUERRE (DANCE OF DEATH
STATE, ARMY, FAMILY: LOOKING AFTER BODIES IN THE GREAT WAR)
(Vuibert, January 2016, 304 pages)
1918. With the end of WW1, the tricky question of demobilisation was posed: that of the living, but also
that of the dead. Millions of soldiers perished on French battlefields and the magnitude of the task was colossal.
Exhumation, identification, placing in coffins, transport, restitution of bodies and reburial: for French authorities
and families, this was the beginning of a marathon that would last several years.
Béatrix Pau’s deliberately sociological - indeed anthropological – approach invites us to discover a
little-known aspect of the First World War.
Béatrix Pau is a history teacher and a specialist of WW1. Pierre Lemaitre received the Goncourt Prize
in 2013 for AU REVOIR LÀ-HAUT which sold 840,000 copies and was translated into 25 languages.

Bertrand, Nicolas: L’ENFER RÉGLEMENTÉ (REGULATED HELL)
Foreword by Stéphane Hessel
(Perrin, January 2015, 400 pages)
!

Extremely well-documented and carefully presented.

!

Eyewitness accounts.

!

A necessary book on a difficult subject.

Addressing the issue of law in the concentration camps, and prefaced by Stéphane Hessel, this
exceptional book, original text is an essential contribution to the history of the concentration camps.
Since the liberation of the concentration camps, various theories have attempted to explain how it was
possible for human beings to participate in this hell. But one major aspect of detention has been neglected until
now: the existence and implementation of a coherent set of rules and regulations carefully controlling the
prisoners’ lives.
This book provides a fresh perspective on this hitherto overlooked or misinterpreted material. Illustrated
with analysis of a wide range of legal proceedings from German archives as well as with passages drawn from
written testimony, the book succeeds in showing how rules and procedures were applied to correspondence,
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disciplinary punishment and forced labor. Prisoners’ daily lives were not determined arbitrarily; on the contrary,
they most often conformed to rules with specific characteristics, as suggested by Hannah Arendt.
Nicolas Bertrand is a researcher at the University of Bourgogne/National Research Center. His work on
the detention regime in Nazi concentration camps earned him the 2012 thesis prize from Humboldt University
law school (Berlin). He teaches law at Friedrich Schiller University in Jena and lives in Berlin.
“Un livre de chercheur, mais aussi de juriste met le doigt sur une question aussi ingrate qu'importante
quelles étaient les règles qui régissaient la vie et la mort dans les camps de concentration nazis” Figaro
Littéraire
“S’inscrit dans le travail de mémoire des camps en nous alertant sur une problématique aux résonances
toujours actuelles: la capacité du droit à servir la pire des exploitations” Le Bien Public
“L ’auteur en arrive dans les dernières pages de son ouvrage à s’interroger sur la capacité qu’a le
droit à participer activement aux pires enfers” Culture Chronique

Jean-Francois Solnon: LE GOUT DES ROIS. L’HOMME DERRIERE LE MONARQUE
(THE TASTE OF KINGS. THE MAN BEHIND THE MONARCH)
(Perrin, February 2015, 350 pages)
!

A new look at the kings of France, their private passions and personal tastes

!

A wonderful history book sure to become a classic.

The kings of France are not only politicians or warlords. They also have private passions, personal
tastes, individual interests. The love of monarchs for the arts, letters and sciences, for books and gastronomy, as
well as their practice of painting, music or dance reveal their personalities better than their public lives.
This imaginative book, penned in jubilant style, takes us on a tour of the appetites and inclinations of
royalty, from Francis I to Napoleon III. It is full of surprises. We meet Louis XIV the performer, guitarist and
dancer. We come across the forbidding Louis XIII composing ballets, Louis XVI more excited about travel than
making locks, Napoleon as a connoisseur of Italian music and classical theater, and Napoleon III as a fan of
technology while also the father of modern archeology.
For the first time, the author reveals the hobbies of kings and emperors, entering their private lives to
expose their secret predilections. These portraits, stripped of conventional, intimidating pomp, come alive with
truth and humanity.
Known to the general public for his books on Ancien Régime (pre-revolutionary) France, Jean-François
Solnon is a Doctor of Letters and a university professor of history. Several of his books have been bestsellers,
notably LA COUR DE FRANCE, Fayard, 1987, Perrin – Tempus, 2014 (The court of France), lauded by the
French Academy. Perrin has published his HENRY III in 2007, CATHERINE DE MEDICIS in 2003, HISTOIRE
DE VERSAILLES in 2003, LE TURBAN ET LA STAMBOULINE in 2009 AND LES COUPLES ROYAUX
DANS L’HISTOIRE in 2012.

Vallaud Pierre & Aycard, Mathilde: BERLIN, LA VILLE QU’HITLER N’AIMAIT PAS
(BERLIN, THE CITY HITLER HATED)
(Perrin, Avril 2015, 350 pages)
!

This book tells the story of Berlin’s transformation until the final apocalypse. Drawing on multiple
sources, it describes the grandiose and tragic fate of a city that, 25 years after the fall of the Wall, never
ceases to fascinate us.
Berlin as a victim of Hitler, or how a capital of Europe became a ghost, fatally wounded 70 years ago.

On May 2, 1945, a devastated Berlin fell to the Soviets. All of Nazi Germany fell with it. In the eyes of
the world, Berlin symbolized nothing less than the “Thousand Year Reich” desired by the Führer. Yet nothing
predestined Germany’s largest city to play this sinister role. On the contrary, as soon as the First World War was
over, Berlin distinguished itself by its singularity. Melting pot of all the tensions of a defeated country, it
engendered a political and cultural ferment that made it the vanguard of a Europe in search of modernity.
Obviously, neither Hitler nor the German far right would recognize themselves in this liberated city –
depraved city, in the eyes of some – where you could rub shoulders with Thomas Mann and Marlene Dietrich,
Brecht, Kandinsky, Feuchtwanger or Fritz Lang. So it was with reluctance the brand new Chancellor addressed
this Berlin he loathed – and which returned his sentiment. Upon coming to power, Hitler chose violent means to
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impose his will: burning down the Reichstag, witch-hunts, arbitrary mass arrests, concentration camps, pogroms
against Jews and Kristallnacht.
From then on, Berlin was no longer Berlin; it was a city emptied of its most emblematic figures and
stripped of its daring. It would find itself thrown into total war and lose everything – its originality, its soul and
finally its integrity.
Professor of history and editor Pierre Vallaud is a recognized expert on geostrategy (on which he has
produced a series of reference atlases) and on totalitarianism (Third Reich, Stalinism). His book La guerre au XX
siècle (War in the 20th century) was published by Perrin in 2014.
Mathilde Aycard, historian and editor, co-authored the ATLAS DES GUERRES DU XXE SIÈCLE,
HACHETTE, 1990 (Atlas of 20th century wars). with Pierre Vallaud, she wrote ALLEMAGNE, IIIE REICH,
Perrin, 2008.

Quétel, Claude: LA SECONDE GUERRE MONDIALE (THE SECOND WORLD WAR)
(Perrin, January 2015, 480 pages)
Claude Quétel, eminent French historian and former director of the Caen Memorial, gives us the
definitive book on the Second World War.
Seventy years ago, the Battle of Berlin and the bombing of Hiroshima marked the end of the deadliest
conflict in human history. Begun in September 1939 with Hitler’s invasion of Poland, the war appeared until
1941 to represent a victory for the Wehrmacht, which had revolutionized the art of combat with the Blitz,
enabling it to bring France, Greece, Yugoslavia and much of the Red Army to their knees. The principal turning
point came late in 1941, when the war – essentially European – became global with Pearl Harbor, while the
German army stalled outside Moscow. Three more years followed of titanic clashes in which technological
progress was coupled with barbarism, as evidenced by the Holocaust.
To recount this crucial five-year period of the 20th century demands not only encyclopedic knowledge
of all the documentation on all fronts. It also requires the most remarkable proficiency in the art of storytelling.
To date, only three English- speaking historians have successfully met the challenge: John Keegan, Liddell Hart
and most recently Anthony Beevor
Brilliantly merging content and form, mastering the military, diplomatic and economic issues, leaping
from one front to another with dynamic style, peppering his main text with vivid portraits of key characters,
Claude Quétel has hit the mark, producing a major work of history certain to become a classic.
Historian and former director of the Caen Memorial, Claude Quétel has published numerous books on
the Second World War, among them L’IMPARDONNABLE DÉFAITE (THE UNFORGIVABLE DEFEAT) by
Lattès, in 2010, and in paperback at Tempus – paperback, 2012.

Fédorovski, Vladimir: LA VOLUPTÉ DES NEIGES. LES GRANDES AMOUREUSES
RUSSES. (THE SENSUALITY OF SNOW RUSSIA’S GREAT LOVERS)
(Albin Michel, May 2015, 320 pages)
!

The untold stories of love and passion of the Russian princesses and czarinas.

!

The author presents documents published here for the first time and testimonies, many of them from
first-hand observers.

Czarinas and Russian Princesses always had there secret until Vladimir Fédorovski decided to break
the silence.
In one of her letters, Catherine the Great maintained that ‘true love stories always happen after the age
of 40’. Taking this on face value, Vladimir Fédorovski whisks the reader off to the exhilarating universe of
Eternal Russia. In a dazzling panorama of portraits, he recounts the extravagant love affairs of the grand czarinas
and princesses and the great Russian authors and artists of the 19th and 20th centuries, describing their lives,
sharing their secrets and revealing the keys to their hearts.
Vladimir Fédorovski is the most widely published Russian author in France and his books have been
translated in 28 countries. As a diplomat, he played an active role in the fall of Communism.
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Wolton, Thierry: HISTOIRE MONDIALE DU COMMUNISME (THE WORLDWIDE
HISTORY OF COMMUNISM)
(Grasset, October 2015, Vol. 1 and Vol.2 / October 2016: Vol. 3 )
!

HISTOIRE MONDIALE DU COMMUNISME offers a new perspective, unprecedented in its global
scope, on one of the most prominent ideologies of the 20th century, whose magnitude and consequences
are unparalleled.

From October 1917 to the fall of the USSR in 1991 and the countries that continue to affiliate
themselves with this way of thinking today, this book delivers a comprehensive overview of communism
worldwide, as it has been conceived and applied. For the first time, we are led to understand how this ideology
became such a success and led to such failures, regardless of the national and historical contexts.
Never has any book attempted to analyze the planetary reach of communism. Everywhere that the
ideology has triumphed, be it in the thirty odd countries that have known a communist regime or the dozens of
political parties that have called for one – behind the apparent national variations and despite the conflicts
between nations and schools of thought, there is a true unity to the communist system.
Thierry Wolton’s book seeks to grasp and to explain the reasons that communism has taken root in
certain countries more than in others – how certain minds are seduced by this idea that has everywhere led to the
same results. Through its perspectives and teachings, this overview also takes on the human dimension of
communism – its exaltations and countless torments, because beyond the hopes that this ideology has inspired
around the world are unspeakable misfortunes.
This Histoire mondiale du communisme will appear in three separate independent volumes so as to
address most of the themes of the past century from different, complementary angles: the totalitarian nature of
the powers established, the human consequences of the applied politics, the unerring obedience of parties that
have aligned themselves with the ideal, and the blindness, or even complicity, from which the system benefited
to spread within democracies.
This historical, global essay opens new avenues for understanding this ideology that has played havoc
with humanity from the century of its beginnings to the present day.
Essayist and international relations specialist Thierry Wolton has written and edited a dozen books on
communism, including: VIVRE À L'EST (ed., 1977), L'OCCIDENT DES DISSIDENTS (1979), CULTURE ET
POUVOIR COMMUNISTE (ed., 1979), LE KGB EN FRANCE (1986), SILENCE ON TUE (1986), LE
GRAND RECRUTEMENT (1993), LA FRANCE SOUS INFLUENCE (1997), L'HISTOIRE INTERDITE
(1998), ROUGE-BRUN, LE MAL DU SIÈCLE (1999), LE GRAND BLUFF CHINOIS (2007), and LE KGB
AU POUVOIR (2008).

BIOGRAPHY & CORRESPONDANCE
Expert, Jacques: Scènes de Crime: 60 PORTRAITS DE MEURTRIERS CELEBRES
(CRIME SCENES: 60 PORTRAITS OF NOTORIOUS KILLERS)
(Place des éditeurs, May 2015, 552 pages)
!

Sixty little stories and just as many police puzzles, from the Middle Ages until today...

!

Every murder committed by every notorious killer is a mystery shrouded in anxiety. Why? How? Even
more horrible – could this crime have gone unpunished?

How is it that this crime went before a judge while so many others go without every being solved? In
real life, unlike on detective shows, the end is never written in advance. Motives and how the crime was
committed remain at times incomprehensible, even long after the culprit is gone. It’s understandable that each
true story recounted by Jacques Expert in this work sweeps the reader into a universe more stunning than the
most stunning thriller.
Jacques Expert is the director of programming for the radio network RTL. He is the author of the
psychological suspense novel Ce soir je vais tuer l’assassin de mon fils which was adapted into a wildly
successful TV movie on TF1.
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Mannoni, Gérard: LES GRAND CHORÉGRAPHES DU XXe SIÈCLE (THE GREAT
20TH CENTURY CHOREOGRAPHERS)
(Buchet Chastel, September 2015, 386 pages)
!

The portraits of more than 50 of the greatest choreographers of the century, by dance specialist Gérard
Mannoni.

Two years after the publication of GREAT 20TH-CENTURY DANCERS, renowned dance critic Gérard
Mannoni’s latest book, devoted to the greatest choreographers, includes over 50 portraits, presented
chronologically.
Dance has a long history of transmission. After the gentler transitions of the 19th century, 20th century
artistic creation has been fed on a permanent fireworks display, and is constantly inventing new steps, new lifts,
new shapes and a new relationship to sound, costumes, the performance space, the audience and the light, and is
always pushing the human body to new limits. The great choreographers in this book are the veritable craftsmen
and women of that history, which is presented here in a particularly lively way.
Ruth Saint-Denis and Ted Shawn – Michel Fokine – Mary Wigman – Fedor Lopoukhov – Bronislava
Nijinska – Kossian Goleizovsky – Jean Börlin – Martha Graham – Leonide Massine – Kurt Jooss – George
Balanchine – Frederick Ashton – Leonide Lavrovski – Serge Lifar – Agnes de Mille – Aurel Milloss – Anthony
Tudor – Birgit Cullberg – Catherine Dunham – Alwyn Nikolaïs – Jerome Robbins – Merce Cunningham –
Roland Petit – John Cranko – Bob Fosse – Maurice Béjart – Youri Grigorovitch – Kenneth MacMillan – Paul
Taylor – Alvin Ailey – Pierre Lacotte – Trisha Brown – John Neumeier – Lucinda Childs – Pina Bausch –
Carolyn Carlson – Germaine Acogny – Mats Ek – Jiri Kylian – William Forsythe – Ushio Amagatsu – JeanClaude Gallotta – Dominique Bagouet – Maguy Marin – Saburo Teshigawara – Angelin Preljocaj – Thierry
Malandain – Anne Teresa de Keersmaeker – Jean-Christophe Maillot – Philippe Decouflé – Wim Wandekeybus
– Sasha Waltz
Gérard Mannoni has had a long career as a music and dance critic in print (Classica, Opéra Magazine,
L’Avant-Scène-Opéra-danse, Elle) and on the radio (30 years as a producer at France Culture and France
Musique). He has written almost a dozen books about dance and dancers, including, in this series, GREAT
20TH-CENTURY DANCERS published last year by Buchet Chastel.
Rights sold to: Japan (Yamaha Publishing Co)

Martet, Richard: LES GRANDES DIVAS DU XXe SIÈCLE (THE GREAT 20TH CENTURY DIVAS)
(Buchet Chastel, November 2015, 384 pages)
!

Three years after the publication of his book about great male opera singers in this series, Richard
Martet’s latest book is devoted to great divas.

!

Each of the 50 portraits that compose the book recounts a cantatrice’s life and career, as well as
analyzing the specificity of her art. Readers will get to know the features of each diva’s repertoire and
discography.

!

Remarkably well-documented and lushly illustrated with unusual photographs, the work as a whole
constitutes a precious introduction to the wisdom of classical singing.

Portraits of the 50 most famous women's voice of the century, by the vocal-music specialist Richard
Martet. The book comes with a CD containing over 8 hours of music.
From Géraldine Farrar to Edita Gruberova for the sopranos, and from Conchita Supervia to Grace
Bumbry for the mezzos, via Maria Callas, Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Kathleen Ferrier and more, a CD with almost
8 hours of music presents an aria that is particularly representative of each woman’s art.
The founder and editor-in-chief since 2005 of the monthly Opéra Magazine, before that, Richard Martet
had been the editor-in-chief of the magazines Opéra international and Répertoire. He is also a producer at France
Musique radio.
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Mons, Isabelle: FEMMES DE L’ÂME – PIONNIÈRES DE LA PSYCHANALYSE
(WOMEN OF SOUL – PIONEERS IN PSYCHOANALYSIS)
(Payot, September 2015, 320 pages)
!

A warm tribute to fourteen of these pioneering 20th century women and their sometimes tragic, but always
exceptional, lives. Without whom women of today wouldn’t have won the right to think differently.

Psychoanalysis is often thought of as a male-dominated field. Yet right from the start, women were part
of its history too. First as patients and disciples, they soon became practitioners, and they contributed greatly –
often risking their reputation or even their lives – in developing and shaping the theories Freud and Jung
elaborated in Vienna and Zurich, before Lacan in Paris.
The early 20th century saw these pioneering women – like Emma Eckstein, the first woman
psychoanalyst, and the firm Freudians Lou Andreas-Salomé and Marie Bonaparte,– lay the groundwork for
considerations of the soul Their male fellow students were skeptical at first, but soon learned to take them
seriously. Margarethe Hilferding, M.D. was the first woman to enter the exclusive Psychoanalytic Association of
Vienna. By 1920, shortly after World War I, they were practically all present and accounted for alongside the
men at the Congress in the Hague: Anna Freud, Melanie Klein, Sabina Spielrein, Helene Deutsch, Eugénie
Sokolnicka and Hermine von Hug-Hellmuth. While women across Europe were fighting for their rights, women
pioneers in psychoanalysis were taking a new look at the unconscious, women, sexuality and, along with
Françoise Dolto, children.
Isabelle Mons, a teacher, has a doctorate in comparative literature. Her research concerns the
relationship between literature and women’s art and writing. She is the author of a noteworthy biography of
LOU ANDREAS-SALOMÉ.

Le Bihan, Adrien: ISAAC BABEL
(Perrin, September 2015, 380 pages)
!

The biography of a major figure of Soviet literature, known worldwide for his Red Cavalry and
Odessa Tales.

Based on Russian, Polish, French and American sources and the author’s extensive knowledge of the
Soviet world, the book follows Babel from Odessa to Moscow, observes his adventures during the Russo-Polish
war of 1920 and his reporting in Ukraine and the Caucasus, and continues in France, where Babel lived at three
separate intervals.
The life of Isaac Babel remains mysterious, subject to unfounded interpretations and rife with tall tales
that Babel, with his gift for mystification, sometimes invented himself.
It explores his associations, worthy and unworthy, with literature, the Red Army and the secret police,
and reveals a tormented love life that reflected Babel’s profound instability. The author sheds light on Babel’s
successive literary and film works by carefully calibrating them with events in Russia from 1917 to 1939; he
shows how they were both encouraged and undermined by the regime that the Bolsheviks, and particularly
Stalin, imposed on the country.
This biography thus follows the itinerary of a great writer who was in turn threatened and protected
until the final tragedy, which the author elucidates.
Adrien Le Bihan, a history teacher with a doctorate in social geography, has worked for the French
cultural services in various countries including the USSR and Poland. He is the author of a dozen books,
including L’ARBRE COLÉRIQUE: JOURNAL DE CRACOVIE (The angry tree: Krakow journal) (La
Découverte, 1987), translated into Polish; GEORGE SAND, CHOPIN ET LE CRIME DE LA CHARTREUSE
(George Sand, Chopin and the Charterhouse Crime) (Cherche-Bruit, 2006), translated into Catalan; DE
GAULLE ÉCRIVAIN (De Gaulle, the Writer) (Flammarion, 1996); and RUE ANDRÉ GIDE (Payot, in a new
paperback edition, 2007).
“Up to now, as far as we know, there existed no literary or political biography of Babel, in French. It is
therefore a must to read this brilliant one by Adrien Le Bihan and then to devour Babel’s RED CAVALRY.” Lire

24

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester; Email: anastassia.lester@gmail.com

NON-FICTION
del Castillo, Michel: GOYA. L’ÉNERGIE DU NÉANT (GOYA. THE ENERGY OF
EMPTINESS)
(Fayard, September 2015, 390 pages)
Spanning the eighty-two years of life of one of the greatest por- traitists of all time, Michel del
Castillo’s comprehensive biography gives us the portrait of a painting genius, Goya, from his birth in 1746, in
Fuendetodos, Spain, until his death in 1828, in Bordeaux, France. Halfway through his career, Goya was
appointed Painter to the King, earning him official recognition at last.
But Michel del Castillo’s biography tells of another story, too: that of the downfall of Spain. Indeed, the
Revolution in France would see a terrible war declared between the Spanish and the French, mar- king the start a
tormented era of violence that would inspire Goya’s famous “black paintings.”
Michel del Castillo’s compelling portrayal of Goya is both a biography of an artist and an immersion in
18th-century Spain. Ultimately, it is a look at a man and an artist shaped by the frantic pulse of the country that
was in his blood.
Born in Madrid of a French father and a Spanish mother, Michel del Castillo has written about his
chaotic childhood years in a number of books. He is a member of the Académie royale de Belgique and the
winner of numerous literary prizes.

Richer, Ginou, Preface by Charles Aznavour: PIAF, MON AMIE (PIAF, MY FRIEND)
(Editions Denoël, November 2015, 256 pages)
Illustrated section with 19 black and white photographies
France sales: around 30,000 copies since first publication in 2007.
It will soon be the centenary of Edith Piaf's birth (19 December 1915 – 10 October 1963). French
cabaret singer, songwriter and actress, Edith Piaf became widely regarded as France's national diva, as well as
being one of France's greatest international stars. For the occasion, a new edition of the account of fifteen years
of friendship, passion and drama will be published.
Timeless Edith Piaf as seen by one of her closest friends. The account of fifteen years of friendship,
passion and drama, following the unforgettable artist in the intimacy of her everyday life, and celebrating the
100th anniversary of her birth.
Paris, right after the end of WWII: a sixteen-year old girl wanders the Champs-Elysées. One of the
members of the Compagnon de la Chanson, a band that accompanied Piaf on stage, spots her and falls under the
spell of the young girl’s green eyes. The teenager soon meets the great singer, and the two strike up an
immediate friendship: Edith and Ginou are soul mates… Ginou never was Piaf’s employee, neither was she her
personal assistant nor her female companion. She simply was “her best friend”, as Edith herself once wrote on
the back of a picture. For fifteen years, Ginou shared her everyday life, and was the first-hand witness not just to
her social life and career, but also to the many sentimental ups and downs and personal dramas Piaf went
through.
No one ever lived under the same roof as Piaf for that long. No one knows her better, no one
understands her better, and no one can better explain who she was without being judgemental. Ginou draws the
portrait of the very deep, pure, and discreet individual who was hiding behind the persona of the iconic
performer. She tells about her personal relationship to Edith, between shadow and light, and reveals a side of
Piaf she is the only one to know that intimately. She depicts Piaf’s amazing lust for life in spite of her being
plagued with tragedy. She conjures up the beauty of her face and soul, and also remembers her sense of humour.
Many books have been written about “La Môme”, and this one will not be the last. But it arguably stands as the
most sincere, and perhaps the most accomplished one to date. Ginou Richer was born on December 29, 1927.
She was Edith Piaf’s personal assistant, friend and confidante for 15 years.
Rights for 1st edition sold in Russia (Ripol).
“You hear Piaf’s characteristic laughter, as you hear her crying.” Midi Libre
“This account celebrates the life force and humour of Piaf.” Télé 7 jours
“A splendid story.” Pariscope
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Frèches, José: GENGIS KHAN – L’HOMME QUI AIMAIT LE VENT (GENGIS KHAN)
(XO Editions, October 2015, 340 pages)
Biography in 2 volumes
1st print run: 25.000 copies
!

The life of one of the biggest conqueror of all times

!

This Mongolian nomad reigned over a territory even greater than that of Alexander the Great. A history
of flesh and blood in which the violence of the tyrant is intertwined with wild and passionate love
stories….

The conqueror Genghis Khan (circa 1165-1227) ruled over the greatest territory in all of history.
Through sweat and sacrifice that left millions of bodies behind, this Mongolian built an immense empire. And yet
he was only a nomad.
José Frèches aspires to show us the intimate side of Genghis Khan, beyond just the merciless warrior he
was. He conveys his fractures, his intuitions, his paranoia, his fascination for China, his immoderate desire for
women, the love he felt for Borta, his principal wife, but above all his dreams, dreams from which all hopes and
desires emerge and without which no human being is able to excel.
Throughout this extraordinary saga readers will also discover how little things have changed over the
past eight hundred years: globalization, East-West trade, culture shock, the desire for a better life…
Born in 1950, José Frèches is the author of several highly successful series: THE LEGEND OF THE
JADE, THE EMPRESS OF SILK, and THE EMPIRE OF TEARS have sold more than a million copies and
been widely translated. His romanticized biography of Buddha, I, BUDDHA, also managed to seduce a wide
audience (more than 120,000 copies sold in France and translated into 11 languages).
Regarding his previous biographies:
“Full of action and incessant plot twists, fictitious frenzy teams up quite well with historic rigor in José
Frèches’ work.” Elle
“His strength? That perfect balance between History and fantasy and his undisputable talent as a
storyteller.” Le Figaro Magazine
“Love, passion, greed, stories and history. José Frèches’ book dances upon the crest dividing historical
novel and popular serial novel.” Le Figaro

Kahn, Milka & Véron, Anne: FEMMES DANS LA MAFIA (WOMEN IN THE MAFIA)
(Nouveau Monde, April 2015, 300 pages)
!

Women with unusual, tragic fates, spell-binding slices of life: their role is the key to an entire structure.

!

These portraits of women shed light on the history of the three most powerful Italian mafia families, filled
with revenge and trafficking, of course, but also passion and love.

!

A well-documented investigation with a direct, hard-hitting style that doesn’t pull any punches; the book
describe these women’s pain, fears, worries and triumphs with a clear, honest voice.

A fascinating document that analyses the place and role of women in the three major families of Italian
Mafia: Cosa Nostra in Sicily, the 'Ndrangheta in Calabria and the Camorra in Campania
Women have always been considered as quiet, silent roles in Mafia history. Today, we know better:
they have a central importance, as transmitters of Mafia values (to the children). It is them who call for Vendetta
when their husbands are killed, and sometimes become Bosses. Some, however choose to collaborate with
Justice. This first investigation on the subjects draws on several exclusive interviews with Cosa Nostra,
N’dranghetta and Camorra women.
Milka Kahn and Anne Véron are two journalists.
Rights sold to: Poland (Muza)

Martinez, Frédéric: PORTRAITS D’IDOLES (HOLLYWOOD CONFIDENTIAL)
(Perrin, October 2015, 400 pages)
!
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“Behind the scenes” in the Hollywood of the 1950s and 1960s, through a series of profiles of legendary
actresses.
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!

This is a love story. It could be a simple story. But in Hollywood, nothing ever goes as planned.

This is the story of Ingrid Bergman, Ava Gardner, Grace Kelly, Marilyn aka Norma Jean, Rita
Hayworth, Audrey Hepburn, and a handful of others transformed into goddesses - Alices in Technicolor
Wonderland who went through the looking glass of the movie screen.
It is set in the 1950s in California where sometimes the earth trembles. Sirens drink cocktails by the
swimming pool. They’re condemned to smile, they’ve sold their souls to the studios. The devil lurks behind the
stage setting. This is a love story with millions of viewers. So naturally it’s not a simple story. Welcome to
Hollywood, the ghost factory, the dream machine.
Doctor of Letters, Frederic Martinez is a recognized biographer with his books on TOULET
(Tallandier, 2008), HENDRIX (Tallandier, 2015), MAUPASSANT (Gallimard, 2012) and LISZT (Gallimard,
2011). An accomplished author, he combines historical accuracy and elegant writing in his books, recreating
personalities and their eras with exceptional style, rare among historians. His latest book, JOHN FITZGERALD
KENNEDY (Perrin, 2013), won success with both critics and readers.

Gallo, Max: RICHELIEU. LE ROUGE SANG DU CARDINAL (RICHELIEU, FAITH IN
FRANCE)
(XO Editions, September 2015, 360 pages)
1st print run: 30.000 copies
!

Max Gallo tells the true story of Richelieu, a legendary character and a great builder of French unity.

Armand Jean du Plessis de Richelieu should never have become Cardinal. Devoted to a military career
he nonetheless inherited the post of Bishop of Luçon at the age of twenty-three. He showed great determination
and ambition in order to escape his native town of Poitou and was able to gain access to the Court, the
reputable position of Cardinal, and eventually became an advisor to the King.
Staying in good graces with the empowered involves being able to thwart the scheming that enlivened
Marie de Medici’s, Anne of Austria or even the illustrious brother of the king. It is cruelly distancing oneself
from the enemies of the kingdom: Protestants or the powerful lords who refuse to swear allegiance to the king. It
is waging war against Spain. And, most importantly, it is being able to seduce Louis XIII, an elusive, hesitant
and susceptible man who, at any moment, could decide the fate of his closest advisor.
Richelieu’s history is also that of his king and it is thanks to the couple they formed that Richelieu,
servant to the magnificence of France, has entered into legend.
The fascinating destiny of a man of many facets – sensitive, torn, ill, but also merciless and daunting
“A biography worthy of the THREE MUSKETEERS” Notre Temps

Bonnet, Marie-Jo: SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR ET LES FEMMES (SIMONE DE
BEAUVOIR AND WOMEN)
(Albin Michel, November 2015, 350 pages)
!

This polemical essay demystifies Simone de Beauvoir’s existence and her ideas in a critical review that
permits us to identify the genius of the great intellectual as well as the erring ways of an ambiguous
woman.

Thirty years after the death of Simone de Beauvoir, her combat is just as topical as ever. Many grey
areas around the author and militant have been enlightened thanks to her correspondence and the testimony of
close friends; we now have a truer understanding of the woman who was an inspiration to so many members of
her sex around the world.
Marie-Jo Bonnet, who knew Simone de Beauvoir at the time when the Women’s Liberation Movement
was created, has chosen to read The Second Sex once again, in the light of its author’s life.
A historian specialized in the history of women, Marie-Jo Bonnet has long been a militant for the
feminist cause. She was a member of the MLF (Women’s Liberation Movement in France) in the 1970s.

Bellamy, Olivier: UN HIVER AVEC SCHUBERT (A WINTER WITH SCHUBERT)
(Buchet Chastel, October 2015, 160 pages)
!

In the same spirit as the wide-acclaimed A SUMMER WITH MONTAIGNE, Olivier Bellamy paints an
endearing portrait of the most romantic of all musicians.
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!

Forty texts sprang to life during the longest nights of the year.

“As I was reading – and greatly enjoying, Antoine Compagnon’s “A SUMMER WITH MONTAIGNE”,
I remembering thinking jokingly: Yes, but as long as one spends the winter with Schubert. But the idea grew on
my mind, because while summer is the perfect time for reading on the beach, the cold season calls out to music
as a necessity, to answer our need for warmth, gentleness and spiritual elevation.
Why Schubert? Because although he was the first of the Romantics, he didn’t abandon Classicism.
Because he is the most mysterious of composers. Because his Winter Journey is both profound and accessible,
heart-rending and comforting. Because his music feels pain, but keeps on smiling, and looks death in the face
while making us love life.
Beethovenian utopias didn’t prevent the world from wars or totalitarian madness. Perhaps Schubert’s
time has come. A time of clear-sightedness, introspection and impermanence, as well as one of infinite beauty
and friendship, to gaze upon the world with affectionate curiosity.”
Born in Marseille in 1961, Olivier Bellamy is the host of Radio Classique’s daily “Passion classique”
program. His novel DANS LA GUEULE DU LOUP (INTO THE LION’S DEN) was published by Buchet
Chastel last year which also published his biography of Martha Argerich which has been translated in 6
languages so far.

Claudel, Philippe: DE QUELQUES AMOUREUX DES LIVRES (OF A FEW
BOOKLOVERS)
(Finitude, novembre 2015, 120 pages)
!

A surprising and unclassifiable book that will have you laughing out loud from the first page to the last.

!

A universal declaration of love of Literature and of Writers, and above all, of those who will never be
writers.

!

Ranging from serious to surreal, each of these stories is both incredibly funny and terribly moving.

In just 120 pages, Philippe Claudel humorously paints the portrait of some hundred writers who either
never wrote anything, or never got their work read.
The author meanders from country to country – from England to Turkey, via Japan, Germany and
Portugal – enumerating the sad fates of these magnificent potential writers. The reasons for their failure are
many: from the woefully prosaic to the dramatic, hilarious or even completely ludicrous. These micro-fictions
sketch the stories of these literary outcasts with both humor and unlimited fantasy.
Philippe Claudel is a filmmaker and a playwright as well as being an author whose work has been
translated around the world, including, most notably: Les Ames Grises (Stock, 2003; Anchor Books/Random
House: By a Slow River, 2007), La Petite fille de Monsieur Linh (Stock, 2005), Brodeck’s Report (Stock, 2007,
MacLehose Press, 2009), L’Enquête (Stock, 2010), all successful novels that won many prizes. Claudel was born
in 1962 in Lorraine, France, where he still lives. He has been a member of the Académie Goncourt since 2012.
Rights sold to: The Netherlands (De Bezije Bij)

Orsenna, Érik: LA VIE, LA MORT, LA VIE - LOUIS PASTEUR 1822-1895 (LIFE,
DEATH, AND LIFE - LOUIS PASTEUR 1822-1895)
(Fayard, September 2015, 198 pages)
!

After his best-selling works on Le Nôtre, cotton, paper and water, Erik Orsenna proves once more his
talents as a masterful storyteller and teacher.

A workaholic as demanding with friends and colleagues as he was with himself, Louis Pasteur is a man
who never smiled. Obsessed with hygiene from his early childhood, he would revolutionize medicine and the life
sciences with nothing more than a simple microscope, uncovering the secrets of fermentation and the process
now known as “pasteurization.” But he also researched silkworm diseases, demonstrating they could be
eradicated through simple preventive measures, and theorized the process of anthrax contagion, applying
smallpox vaccination techniques used by Jenner in the preceding century. What is more, Pasteur endorsed and
popularized the word “germ” to designate infectious agents and gained worldwide recognition for the eradication
of rabies, a celebrated event that has gone down in scientific history, alongside Galileo’s “and yet it does move”
and Newton’s apple.
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Member of the Académie française and winner of the 1988 Prix Goncourt, Érik Orsenna is a novelist
and essayist. His publications include VOYAGE AUX PAYS DU COTON, L’AVENIR DE L’EAU, SUR LA
ROUTE DU PAPIER and MADAME BA.

Grimbert, Philippe: RUDIK, L’AUTRE NOUREEV (RUDIK, THE OTHER NUREYEV)
(Plon, January 2015, 180 pages)
Already 13 000 copies sold in France
!

We dive into the fictional and captivating life of Nureyev. Where starts the truth and stops the myth does
not matter, as they are link in a seductive game of masks.`

!

Philippe Grimbert combines two of its talent: writer and psychoanalyst. Not only do we discover Rudik’
story but we face the feelings of a therapist confronted by such a strong personality.

Returning from his first visit to Russia since his famous leap towards liberty, Rudolf Nureyev confides
the reasons for his profound depression to a psychoanalyst, thus marking the initiation of a somewhat
unorthodox treatment. A journey into the life story of this living legend, but also a confrontation during which
games of power and fascination will play out between the two men. But who will really lead the dance?
Tristan Feller, a Parisian psychoanalyst, is reputed to have received a great number of celebrities from
the world of performance or of literature at his consulting room. Wiser for these years of practice, he enjoys this
reversal of the situation in which these personalities, inaccessible idols, strip themselves of their suits of light to
become, through psychoanalytic transfer, once again trembling children who have come to place their destiny in
his hands.
One encounter with an uncommon patient will nonetheless upset his habitual analytic behavior and
bring him, against his will, to experience his practice in a different light.
Philippe Grimbert is a psychoanalyst, writer, and essayist. His novels, UN SECRET (Grasset, 2004 –
Prix Wiso and Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle), LA MAUVAISE RENCONTRE (Grasset, 2009), and UN
GARCON SINGULIER (Grasset, 2011) have met with popular and critical success. He is also the author of
several essays, including PSYCHANALISE DE LA CHANSON, PAS DE FUMEE SANS FREUD,
CHANTONS SOUS LA PSY.
“Soulève aussi les écueils que peut rencontrer un thérapeute lorsqu’il se retrouve face à une
personnalité d’une telle puissance.” ELLE
“Une aventure humaine à la fois exceptionnelle est archétype.” Le Monde des Livres
“Un choc violent et lumineux.” Gala
“Ll’auteur compose une Noureev plus fascinant encore qu’on ne l’imaginait.” Femina
“On se plonge dans l’histoire aussi poignante que romanesque de RUDIK. Ou est la vérité ? Ou est le
mythe ? Peu importe tant les deux sont habilement tricotés dans ce jeu de masque captivant.” Le Parisien
Magazine.

Deckers, Bertrand: LES ROMANOV (THE ROMANOVS)
(Pygmalion-Flammarion, March 2015, 460 pages)
From the Neva to Siberia, in the snow and in the cold, across thousands of versts, Russia unfolds
infinitely. So vast a land required a master: one of the most fabulous dynasties of all times, the Romanovs.
If their surname can be traced back to a family of Boyars (aristocrats) who established themselves
in Russia in the fourteenth century, it was not until July 1613 that the first Romanov – a young man aged
16 – wore the crown, a heavy headdress lined with ermine. From the heart of the Kremlin, Mikhail
Fedorovich Romanov would take the lead of nascent State. For a little more than three centuries, his
successors ruled as the embodiment of an eternal Russia.
This fascinating story is an epic of love, hate, treason and crime, tainted with splendour and
solemnity… the Romanovs would crown twenty Tsars.
Among them, there were giants: authoritarian Peter the Great, builder of Saint-Petersburg;
ambitious Catherine II, strategist, indomitable, friend of Diderot and Voltaire, insatiable lover…
Throughout the pages, we also discover Alexander I, staunch defender of his people; Alexander II, the
visionary; cruel women such as Elizabeth and Anne; and even a lunatic, the extravagant Paul I. Not to
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mention the last of the Romanovs, Nicolas II, the martyr Tsar for whom the Bolshevik Revolution of
October 1917 would mean his death.
Moving through these often unsung destinies, Bertrand Deckers immerses the reader in the glory
of a forgotten Russia and breathes new life in to the great names of a complex, immeasurably fascinating
dynasty.
Bertrand Deckers is a journalist. He contributes to several journals, including the monthly Royals.

Liaut, Jean-Noël: LES SŒURS INSOUMISES. ELSA TRIOLET ET LILI BRIK
(REBELLIOUS SISTERS: ELSA TRIOLET AND LILI BRIK)
(Robert Laffont, March 2015, 360 pages)
“The Kagan sisters bring together culture, beauty, talent, intelligence; they were unstoppable.” Pierre
Bergé
A true biography, but one that is novelistic to the utmost degree. As famous for their beauty as they
were for their intelligence, the two Kagan sisters, Lili Brik and Elsa Triolet, formed a celebrity quartet with two
of the greatest poets of the twentieth century, Vladimir Mayakovsky and Louis Aragon. Lili befriended and
stimulated geniuses with an infallible eye: the novelist and poet Boris Pasternak, the painters Rodchenko and
Malevitch, the composer Dmitri Shostakovitch, the filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein, and the star dancer Maya
Plisetskaya. Elsa became a writer and was the first woman to receive the Goncourt Prize. Ready to sacrifice anything for their artistic dream, the rebellious sisters spanned the twentieth century with a vision of revolution that
was more roman- tic than political. Both were convinced that Russian society was to be recreated from top to
bottom and that Fascism must be fought against at any cost.
Jean-Noël Liaut has published several biographies: NATHALIE PALEY, HUBERT DE GIVENCHY,
MADELEINE CASTAIN AND KAREN BLIXEN: AN AFRICAN ODYSSEY (Éditions Payot), which won the
Literary Grand Prize of the Heroine from Marie France in 2004
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Bramly, Serge: LA TRANSPARENCE ET LE REFLET (TRANSPARENCY AND
REFLECTION)
(JC Lattes, Essay 560 pages September 2015)
A surprising history of glass, a material that changed our relationship with ourselves and our vision of
the world.
Mirrors, windows, glasses, light bulbs, microscopes or camera lenses... with the omnipresence of glass
today, we forget what our civilization owes to this material. If the Middle East had not discovered how to blow
molten glass, if Rome hadn’t used it to de- corate its cities, if the Middle Ages hadn’t refined it into stained glass
and mosaics for churches, if Europe hadn’t developed its usage in every imaginable domain of science and
technology, where would the world be today?
Mirrors, windows, glasses, light bulbs, microscopes or camera lenses... with the omnipresence of glass
today, we forget what our civilization owes to this material. If the Middle East had not discovered how to blow
molten glass, if Rome hadn’t used it to de- corate its cities, if the Middle Ages hadn’t refined it into stained glass
and mosaics for churches, if Europe hadn’t developed its usage in every imaginable domain of science and
technology, where would the world be today?

D’Estienne d’Orves, Nicolas: DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DE PARIS (A PARIS
LOVER’S DICTIONARY)
(Plon, October 2015, 800 pages)
!

The DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX series (Dictionary for Lovers of... Series) is a prestigious collection,
the passionate encounter of a writer with his most delectable subject. Each dictionary is a world of its
own. It can consist of anything and everything – places, themes, personal objects both real and legendary,
history or mythology. Whether the author chooses to tell us about a country, a city, an area, an activity or
a sport, he is the chief architect of a privileged meeting place.

!

Several works in the collection have received literary awards
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Neither a tour guide nor a history of Paris, nor a list of recommended addresses, this book offers the
author’s highly personal selection of Parisian gems. The history of the French capital is interspersed with more
private anecdotes and memories.
“From Accordion to Zucca, we’ll delve into the catacombs and distinguish a café from a brasserie or a
cabaret; we’ll accompany Truffaut to the Gaumont Palace cinema; we’ll walk in the footsteps of writers like
Hardellet and Marcel Aymé; we’ll ferret out the traces of the countryside poking through the tarmc; we’ll tour
churches and fine dining establishments; we’ll stroll through the Palais Royal and along the abandoned train
tracks of the “Petite Ceinture” ring railway; we’ll contemplate the Apocalypse and historic decapitations; we’ll
share our indignation at the level of vandalism and our thrill at the number of hidden wonders; we’ll explore the
vestiges of successive fortifications and the bed of the Bièvre River; we’ll go to the cinema and the zoo
occasionally and to the opera often; we’ll avoid the obvious; we’ll take the metro and the bus, but wouldn’t be
caught dead on a scooter; we’ll seek shelter in covered passages; we’ll discover stunning panoramas; we’ll
splash in the pool; we’ll learn about awful things that almost happened; and of course, we’ll read. A lot! My
Paris isn’t the same as yours. It’s mine, with all its pettiness and its grandeur, its beauty and its flaws, its bad
tastes and its whims, its amateurism and its obsessions.” Nicolas d’Estienne d’Orves
Born in 1974, Nicolas d’Estienne d’Orves is a writer and a journalist. The opera critic for Le Figaro and
Classica, he also decrypts Paris every week in Le Figaroscope. Since 2001, he has written almost two dozen
books, including OTHON (2002 Roger Nimier Prize), LES ORPHELINS DU MAL (“The Orphans of Evil”),
LES FIDÉLITÉS SUCCESSIVES (2012 Cazes Prize) and more.

Savoy, Guy: SAVOURER LA VIE (ENJOY LIFE)
(Flammarion, March 2015, 264 pages)
!

A personal book.

!

A call for French gastronomy and the “craftsmen of taste”.
Guy Savoy savours both his life and work to their full extent.

As a teenager, he decided he would cook for a living. Since then, he has never stopped working
with a smile on his face, but also with an authority that is essential to lead his team, of whom he calls
himself the captain and coach.
For the first time, he recounts his first years in Bourgoin-Jallieu, between his father, a gardener
and his mother, a good domestic cook. He considers himself spoiled by his first professional experiences.
He speaks of his apprenticeship with the illustrious colleagues who became his masters, his first steps in
Paris, and the uphill battle which led him to become one of the most famous holders of three Michelin
stars in the world.
Savoy is a man who hates being called a “chef”, he would rather consider himself as an
innkeeper. In his view, craftsmen should be recognised now more than ever in an increasingly
industrialised world. They embody the image of a traditional France to which the young generations
remain deeply committed.
It is in this regard that he upholds today the addition of top-level French gastronomy to
UNESCO’s intangible heritage list.
Guy Savoy is one of the greatest, internationally recognised French chefs.

Mattei, Jean-François preface by Enthoven, Raphaël: L'HOMME DÉVASTÉ. ESSAI
SUR LA DÉCONSTRUCTION DE LA CULTURE. (THE DEVASTATED MAN: AN
ESSAY ON THE DECONSTRUCTION OF CULTURE)
(Grasset, February 2015, 272 pages)
This is the work of an extremely erudite man that one might say is philosophy personified. He is a true
connoisseur of Camus, whom he cites alongside Plato, with the aim of deconstructing the idea that man works
towards his own destruction. Raphaël Enthoven has written the preface, placing the text in its historical and
philosophical context.
Since his thesis on "The Foundation of Platonic Ontology", Jean-François Mattéï has never ceased to
continue his research on "the pre-metaphysical basis of metaphysics." Down this philosophical road, he has
always strolled in the company of Plato, Heidegger, Hannah Arendt, Albert Camus and Jan Patocka – and, most
of all, their concepts or tendencies with regards to the modern world.
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Step by step, this quest has brought him to quarrel with the upholders of contemporary "antihumanism." These followers of Michel Foucault’s thinking believe they have diagnosed "the death of man". For
Mattéi, a disciple of Albert Camus (with whom he also shares the same birthplace of Oran, Algeria), we have not
yet heard the last of humanism – on the contrary. But we must also be sure to not reduce this ethical imperative
to a superficial mush of good intentions. In this last work – which he initially entitled, "Essay on the Destruction
of Man" – he therefore returns to the "ideologies of the death of man" and hopes to combat them using Camus
and Plato. The title of his book in French also alludes to Camus’ The Rebel (i.e., L'homme révolté in French).
A humanist, doctor of philosophy, professor at La Sorbonne and later at the Académie d'Aix-enProvence, Jean-François Mattéï contributed to many journals and periodicals. He died a few months before this
book was published. Among his works are PLATON ET LE MIROIR DU MYTHE (2002), HEIDEGGER ET
HÖLDERLIN. LE QUADRIPARTI (2004), L'ÉNIGME DE LA PENSÉE (2006), and PYTHAGORE ET LES
PYTHAGORICIENS (2013).

De Jarcy, Xavier: LE CORBUSIER, UN FASCISME FRANÇAIS! (LE CORBUSIER, A
FRENCH FASCISM!)
(Albin Michel, April 2015, 288 pages)
!

The aim of the book is not to judge; simply to become aware of the shadowy side of a visionary artist
without denying the brilliant light he radiated.

How does this genius of the concrete slab, poet of the right angle, still greatly admired today,deserve the
infamous appellation of fascist?
To answer that question, we have to go back a few decades, move closer to his abundant writings andtry
to understand the ideas that animated him. Reconstitute his network of relations: the ambiguousDoctor Winter,
his neighbour and friend; the strange engineer François de Pierrefeu; the sinister surgeon Alexis Carrel whom he
so admired. We must follow his path, which leads us directly to the fascist meetings of the 1920s in the hotels of
Vichy, where he spent eighteen months between 1940 and 1942.!
Fascism does not banish talent, as amply proved by Marinetti and Céline. Here, the author explores the
origins of a little part, perhaps even a large one, of our modernity.!
Xavier de Jarcy is a journalist with Télérama.

Jullier, Laurent: STAR WARS, ANATOMIE D’UNE SAGA (STAR WARS. ANATOMY
OF A SAGA)
(Armand Colin, November 2015, 224 pages, 3rd ed.)
Star Wars, as fans say, is “much more than just movies”! There are novels, games, comics, websites,
costumes, encyclo- paedias, without mentioning the national defence program of the United States.
A universe that one can embrace and use in the manner of a construction set to create but also to reflect
on important issues, and sometimes even a lifestyle. On the eve of the release of the 7th episode of this legendary
saga popular movie, this book dissects the films (main themes, mythological and literary inspirations, narrative
springs...), compares them to classics of cinema history and analyses the fans’ enthusiasm (including the
profusion of amateur short films, both tributes and parodies of the work). A book for all those who want to
(re)discover Star Wars, both a cinema and a society phenomenon.
Laurent Jullier is a teacher at the IECA (Nancy) and research director at the IRCAV (Sorbonne Nouvelle).

Carreau, Nicolas: L’AVENIR EST PAVÉ DE BONNES INTENTIONS. 100
INVENTIONS DE DEMAIN QUI SONT DÉJÀ LÀ (THE PATH TO THE FUTURE IS
PAVED WITH GOOD INTENTIONS. 100 OF TOMORROW’S INVENTIONS ALREADY
HERE TODAY)
(Vuibert, Octobre 2015, 256 pages)
Is the Hoverboard, the fabulous flying skateboard featured in Back to the Future II, purely a thing of
science fiction? Well not any more, since the Flyboard lets us rise up to 15 metres above water. What does the
future really hold for us in the way of innovations, improvements and gadgets of every sort? A world peopled
with benevolent robots and computer-generated dreams? Don’t count on it!
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Nicolas Carreau flushes out the contradictions of innovation and paints his own vision of a delightfully
absurd and uncertain future. Because every invention has its downside! Through a selection of the fifty most
revolutionary technologies, discover the singularly odd world science has in store for us.
Nicolas Carreau is a writer and journalist for the radio station Europe 1. He also has a weekly column
entitled ‘Futurama’ in Les Inrockuptibles. In 2014, La Librairie Vuibert published his book Les Légendes du
Masque de fer.

INVESTIGATIONS & TRUE STORIES & MEMOIRS
de Boisrolin,Valérie: EMBRIGADÉE (ENLISTED)
(Presses de la Cité, September 2015, 240 pages)
The moving testimony of a mother whose 16 years old daughter left to Syria in 2013 to follow a young
jihadist…
June 2013. Valérie de Boisrolin teenage daughter leaves her parents house with a bag full of clothes.
She sends a last text message: « I’m leaving Paris, Mummy. Kisses, I love you ». She’s going to join her
boyfriend. For months, she’s under his influence, in love, ready to believe all his promises.
Some signs could have alerted Valérie. Her daughter has changed, but the teenagers are always
changing… A month later, the police recovers the young girl, wearing a burqa. But she soon runs away again.
And never come back.
She’s now living in Syria and has a child. Valérie has managed to renew a fragile dialogue with her. But
in spite of faith and love, the education and the values she has transmitted to her daughter, the inconceivable
happened. The teenager was stable, and the reasons which pushed her to leave are still mysterious.
How to survive? Valérie puts all her energy into helping parents who live the same nightmare…

Horn, Mike: VOULOIR TOUCHER LES ETOILES (REACH FOR THE STARS)
(XO Editions Published, October 2015, 264 pages)
Complete English translation available
1st print-run: 30.000 copies
!

The life of one of the greatest conquerors of all time. A call to live freely and to follow your dreams.

!

A crazy challenge,: four 8000m climbs in the Himalayas, one after the other.

“You only climb the mountain of life one time. You need to know how to step aside, live your dreams,
not allow yourself to become imprisoned. Man should never feel greater than life. Every day I tell my daughters:
by keeping your feet on the ground you can touch the stars.”
He has travelled down the Amazon, followed 4000 kilometers of the Equator, and looped the North
Pole during the long polar nights. He has walked over ice, crossed the desert, descended the rapids, and cut his
way through the jungle.
Until this crazy challenge: to ascend, with three mountain climbing friends, four 8000 meter peaks in a
row in the Himalayas. No oxygen, no ropes, in the purest form of ‘alpine style’, using only the force of will. He
talks about his deepest motivations, his inspirations: his father who, taught him, when he was eight years old, to
“look over the wall”; His wife Cathy, his Southern Cross, who recently passed away from illness whose spirit
accompanies his every step.
For the first time also this conqueror of the impossible reveals himself.
Born in Johannesburg, South Africa in 1966, Mike Horn is the author of several books at XO Editions:
LATITUDE ZERO, CONQUEROR OF THE IMPOSSIBLE, THE SCHOOL OF THE GREAT NORTH AND
OBJECTIVE: NORTH POLE.
“We’ll end up thinking that this man, stronger that a rock, is immortal.” Le Parisien
“An ode to love: love of adventure and love for the people, people you held dear.” Gala
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INVESTIGATIONS & TRUE STORIES & MEMOIRS
Fayza D. & Djénane Kareh Tager: J’AI CONNU L’ENFER (I HAVE BEEN TO HELL
FROM ASSAD’S SYRIA TO THE CAMPS OF LEBANON)
(Plon, 2013, 180 pages)
!

The first personal account of a young, 19-year-old Syrian, in the heart of the inferno that is the Assad
regime.

“I am 19 years old, and I feel as though I have lived a thousand lives. My current life will no doubt end
in a few days. I will go to roam over the vast expanse of the Bekaa plane I can see beneath my window,
Mohamed will find us a tent for shelter. I will join my family, who crowd together under a burning sun. I’ll get
used to it. One always gets used to everything, as long as one is still alive. I am fighting to stay alive....”
Fayza was born in Zabadani, a small town about sixty kilometers from Damascus. As a child, she
studied “the principles of Baas” at school and witnessed the atrocities the regime of the Assads committed
against her people. She took to the street with the first demonstrations, demanding justice for Deraa and freedom
for all. She saw her father, a minor civil servant guilty of nothing, return from prison broken by torture,
transformed into a domestic tyrant who threatened her with a crime of honor. She listened as her fiancé told her
of nightmarish visions in the same prisons. She fled when her city was razed by the Syrian army. Like two
million Syrians, she was compelled to take to the road when her world collapsed.
Today, Fayza lives in Lebanon. One day, she says, she will be a doctor. That is, if she survives.
Fayza D., 19, fled Syria and lives today in Lebanon. In 2010, Djénane Kareh Tager’s SOUS MON
NIQAB (Under my Niqab, Plon, 2010) a previous first-hand account, was published. It sold 27.000 copies in
France.
Rights sold in Poland (Proszynski), Turkey and the Netherlands.

Maçon, Dauxerre Victoire: JAMAIS ASSEZ MAIGRE (NO SUCH THING AS TOO
THIN JOURNAL OF A SUPERMODEL)
(Les Arènes, January 2016, 250 pages)
!

The uplifting story of a young woman who has chosen to embrace life.

!

A hard-hitting exposé of the hidden face of fashion.

!

A book which explains how it is possible to fall into the spiral of anorexia.
This book is the story of a survivor.

In the summer of her 17th year, she became a model. Six months later, she participated in a fashion
show in New York and became part of the highly select circle of the 20 most in-demand supermodels in the
world. But her dream ultimately led to anorexia and to hospital.
We follow her as she strives to become ever thinner and we witness the psychological brainwashing
meted out by the fashion executives and the photographers, who never cease to remind her that food is her
enemy.
The author lives in London. She speaks fluently English.

Schovanec, Joseph: L’AMOUR EN AUTISTAN (LOVE IN AUTISTAN)
(Plon, November 2015, 224 pages)
Currently under option in the Czech Republic!
!

Usually, love stories – that endless subject – are necessarily autobiographical. One way or another, they
reflect the author’s past.
How can an autistic person experience love?

Sonia was one of those little girls who were headed for a cocoon. Her cocoon, or rather her office at one
of the most prestigious colleges in America, became a world filled with numbers, graphs and complicated
calculations. An ocean away, Emmanuel is standing on a soup line, patiently waiting for his dinner, with his
sleeping bag slung over his back, in preparation for the freezing cold night that awaits him on the street. He too
is thinking about the formulas he used to work on when he taught at Polytech. And especially about the
conversations he used to have with Sonia. Her demonstrations were stunning. Like watching grand masters play
chess. And the more he thinks about, the less easily he can fall asleep in his thousand-star hotel.
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Guillaume, on the other hand, isn’t afflicted with those issues. Well, not any more, anyway. He was
another spacy child, and as a teen, he wrote bilingual, Old Chinese-to-Chinese dictionaries. He sold his birthright
for a nice house and a comfortable lifestyle. He maintains an appearance of normalcy, that is only partially
forced. The woman he’ll meet won’t be autistic. But she’ll take him somewhere further than China.
And they are all strangely similar. Exceptionally, in this book, the author talks about love like a person
who has been blind from birth describing the colour red better than seeing person could. He acquires and weaves
together dozens of authentic, surprising and disconcerting facts that trace the outlines of another world... all
while inviting us to travel the roads of distant Autistan.
Joseph Schonavec, 33, a person with autism and a chemical-straitjacket survivor, has been a poster boy
for autism and difference. For many years, he has been travelling from town to town in order to soften the harsh
life of people who think they’re normal, as well as the rest of us. His previous books published by Plon are the
best- seller JE SUIS À L’EST ! (“I Think Different!” 2012) and ÉLOGE DU VOYAGE À L’USAGE DES
AUTISTES ET DE CEUX QUI NE LE SONT PAS ASSEZ (“In Praise of Travel for People who Are Autistic
and Those who Aren’t Autistic Enough”, 2014), and by First COMPRENDRE L’AUTISME POUR LES NULS
(“Understanding Autism for Dummies”, 2015).
Previous best-seller JE SUIS À L’EST ! (“I Think Different!” 2012) sold in 6 countries: Germany, Italy,
Spain, Portugal, China, Czech Republic (Paseka).

Seliman, Morgane: L’AMOUR MIS À MORT (LOVE PUT TO DEATH)
(XO, April 2015, 240 pages)
!

According to the UN, one woman over three is a victim of domestic violence.
The moving testimony of Morgan, a victim of domestic violence.

He called her “my love” and told her she was the most beautiful of all women. At 24 years old Morgane
had finally found love. She was convinced: no other man could love her as much. They lived their love affair at
100 mph. Soulmates, Bonnie and Clyde....until the day that Morgane discovers she is pregnant. Rather than
rejoice, her partner seems indifferent. He tells her it is her choice: keep the baby or abort. In reality, he finds
Morgan’s decision to become a mother unbearable. At their son’s birth his gaze becomes crazy, hard. He
becomes more and more violent.
He decides to make Morgane his slave. He blames her for everything, hits her daily. Soon he plans his
“punishments” in in terrifying countdown. Morgan plunges into hell, unable to react. One Sunday he beats her
up in front of their son. This time she feels as though he could kill her. After four years under his control she
finally finds the courage to call the police and turn in her torturer.
Today in a shocking book, Morgane Seliman tells her story: the craziness, the violence, the
imprisonment. She wants to speak for all those who haven’t yet found the courage to do so, to explain how, with
help from associations, she was able to escape from hell.

Fraisse, Nora: MARION, 13 ANS POUR TOUJOURS (MARION FOREVER
THIRTEEN)
(Calmann-Lévy, January 2015, 192 pages)
More than 80 000 copies sold in France!
French sales: Paperback edition (LGF), Book-club edition (GLM), Option on TV adaptation
rights (Europacorp)
!

The present book is a call for vigilance and for concrete action, against moral harassment in school.

!

It is also a personal response, the voice of a mother speaking to a daughter, her daughter, who committed
suicide.

“I am writing this book for you, to tell you how much I regret the future you will not be sharing with us.
I am writing this book so that your death will help others, so that bullying at school will be taken seriously, so
that no child will ever want to put a stop to life, forever.”
Marion Fraisse was a good student. She was cheerful, engaging and openhearted with a bright future
ahead of her. She lived with her parents and her brother and sister in the suburbs of Paris. She had a happy home
life and dreamed of becoming an architect. On February 13, 2013, at the age of thirteen, she committed suicide
by hanging herself with a scarf in her bedroom. She left a note behind for her classmates, explaining that this
time the insults and violence had gone too far, a poignantly truthful letter in which the teenager is almost
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apologetic: “I guess I wasn’t able to tell you how heavy-hearted it all made me, but I’m doing it now, though my
heart has stopped beating.”
Could this terrible loss of life have been avoided? Nora Fraisse, Marion’s mother, is convinced it could
have been. Nora Fraisse’s ordeal kindled an urge to write, and denounce society’s blind- ness to the growing
phenomenon of bullying at school, worsened by social networks. Her testimony is a call for vigilance and for
concrete action, but it is also a personal response, the voice of a mother speaking to her daughter.
Nora Fraisse decided to try to understand, at all costs, how her daughter could have chosen to take her
own life. She decided to write it all down, to denounce society’s collective negligence in the face of the growing
phenomenon of bullying at school, fueled and made worse—and at times even tragic—by social networks

SCIENCES
Boulez, Pierre & Pr. Changeux, Jean-Pierre: LES NEURONES ENCHANTES THE
ENCHANTED NEURONS THE BRAIN AND MUSIC
(Odile Jacob, October 2014, 232 pages)
!

A no-holds-barred dialogue for a captivating book.

!

A book to help us understand the magic of the workings of the human brain.

!

An exceptional initiative that should be a milestone in the history of ideas.
A neuroscience of Art established in a profoundly innovative work – An intellectual landmark!

Pierre Boulez is not only a leading composer, but also an outstanding conductor and the founder of
France’s renowned Institute for Research and Coordination inAcoustics and Music (Ircam). He is recognised as a
th
leading 20 century creator and a foremost thinker in the musical domain. From 1976 to 1995, he held the chair
of ‘Invention, Technique and Language’ at the Collège de France. Pr. Changeux is an eminent neurobiologist
and the author of such successful works as Neuronal Man and The Physiology of Truth: Neuroscience and
Human Knowledge (Harvard UP), or Du Vrai, du beau du bien (Yale UP), all originally published by Odile
Jacob. He is an honorary professor at the Institut Pasteur and a member of the French Academy of Sciences. He
held the chair of cellular communication at the Collège de France until 2006.
What goes on in the mind of an artist, of a composer, during the creative process remains a mystery — a
mystery that this book seeks to uncover.
Does artistic creation spring from specific intellectual or biological processes? Will scrutinising the
creative mechanism enable us to understand how a composer, a musician or a conductor chooses to combine one
note with another, decides to make one rhythm follow another, to produce something new, to create beauty or
elicit emotion? Is it possible to understand what was going on in the minds of Stravinsky or Pierre Boulez when
they composed The Rite of Spring or Le Marteau sans Maître?
What are the links between the elementary building blocks of the brain and such complex mental
activities as the perception of beauty or the creation of music? The goal of this book, which is to establish a
neuroscience of art, originally stemmed from a discussion between the neurobiologist Jean-Pierre Changeux,
who has made the brain the main focus of his scientific research, and the composer Pierre Boulez, for whom
theoretical questions related to the art of music have always been fundamental. They are joined here by Philippe
Manoury, who has provided his musicologist’s viewpoint.
Rights sold: Italy (Carocci), Spain (Gedisa) and Japan (Hosei University Press)
“A truly fascinating book” Huffington Post
“Dive into a new emerging discipline: the neuroscience of art” BioFutur
“A thorough reflection on the meaning of music, from ears to brain: its relationship toward time and
space; the music ‘cosa mentale’” Télérama

Brahic, André & Smith, Bradford: TERRES D’AILLEURS (EXOPLANETS)
(Odile Jacob, March 2015, 288 pages)
!
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The birth of a new scientific discipline, known as exobiology.
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!

A review of the latest scientific findings, which indicate that the discovery of an advanced alien
civilisation could occur sometime during the present century.
The book is illustrated with many previously unpublished photographs.
A brilliant, enthusiastic and accessible work by two of the greatest living astronomers

André Brahic is an astrophysicist. Besides teaching at Paris-VII University, he heads the research group
on gamma-gravitation at the Atomic Energy Commission, at Saclay. He is credited, with William Hubbard, with
the discovery of the rings of Neptune in 1984. He is the author of the highly successful Enfants du Soleil and
Lumières d’étoiles. Les couleurs de l’invisible.
Bradford Smith, a specialist in solar system cosmogony and stellar astronomy, is affiliated with the
Institute for Astronomy at the University of Hawaii. Is there extra-terrestrial life? And if there is, is it necessarily
intelligent life?
Although the idea of extra-terrestrial life was for a long time relegated to the realm of science fiction,
some scientists think that the discovery of an advanced alien civilisation could occur during the course of the 21st
century. Astrophysicists have started to detect possible life-sustaining territories near our own planet.
A discovery of this nature would be a major turning point in the history of humankind — with
enormous practical, sociological and philosophical consequences. For human beings, it would constitute the
most significant event since their appearance on the planet Earth.
André Brahic is an astrophysicist. Besides teaching at Paris-VII University, he heads the research group
on gamma- gravitation at the Atomic Energy Commission, at Saclay. Bradford Smith is a specialist in solar
system cosmogony and stellar astronomy. He has served as an associate professor of astronomy at New Mexico
State University, a professor of planetary sciences and astronomy at the University of Arizona, and as a research
astronomer at the University of Hawaii.

Jancovici,
Jean-Marc:
DORMIR
TRANQUILLE
JUSQU’EN
2010
(15
MISUNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT THE CLIMATE, THE ECONOMY, POLITICS AND
THE ENVIRONMENT)
(Odile Jacob, November 2015, 250 pages)
!

A brilliant analysis of the crucial role that energy and the environment will play in the economy and
politics of the future.
A brilliantly striking demonstration of the environment’s central role in the global economy

Recent environmental history can be regarded as a succession of squandered good ideas, of constantly
postponed life-saving insights, and of misunderstandings about crucial issues. Renewed economic growth, a
university education for all, the Arab Spring, the debt crisis, taxation of fossil fuels: these are some of the
subjects that are analysed here from a radically different viewpoint — one that stresses the pre-eminent impact of
energy resources on global politics and the economy.
The author shows that in a world with finite energy resources it is simply wishful thinking to believe in
relentless economic growth. He argues that the absence of growth is totally bearable; that putting a large number
of highly qualifiedindividuals on the job market need not be a priority; that the Arab Spring resulted from
climate change as much as politics. The reader will also discover why we hear so much about climate change
and so little about the oil crisis, when the two are so closely linked: climatologists are generally academic
researchers, in whose interests it is to publish results, while oil experts, who are financed by private funds, are
more interested in hiding their findings. These are some of the indispensable points revealed here which will
enable the reader to understand the true nature of the environmental crisis.
Jean-Marc Jancovici is a French engineer who early in his career specialised in issues relating to climate
change and energy resources. He is the author of a blog (manicore.com) with a large specialist following, as well
as of several successful works advocating a carbon tax. He is a member of the Nicolas Hulot Foundation and
president of The Shift Project, a think tank that urges efficient energy transition. He is the author of many
successful works and a French media personality.
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Sissa, Giulia: LA JALOUSIE, UNE PASSION INOUBLIABLE (JEALOUSY AN
INADMISSIBLE PASSION)
(Odile Jacob, February 2015, 256 pages)
!

Regarded as a dignified, legitimate emotion throughout history, jealousy came to be seen as shameful and
despicable during the Enlightenment.

!

A vigorously argued rehabilitation of a wrongfully discredited emotion that is central to feelings of love
and to some of the world’s greatest literary texts.

!

A book about desire that is also about female emancipation and a political manifesto written by a
committed feminist.
A magnificent work of research and reflection, highly informative and offering stricking analysis of

jealousy
Pr. Giulia Sissa is a professor at UCLA, with research interests in history, anthropology and philosophy
in the Ancient World. She is the author of several books published by Editions Odile Jacob: Le Plaisir et le Mal,
L’Âme est un corps de femme and, more recently, Sexe et sensualité chez les Anciens (published in English as
Sex and Sensuality in the Ancient World).
Anyone who has experienced jealousy knows that it is not a pathetic, shameful or ridiculous emotion.
But we are also taught to disparage it and to refuse to admit to it.
How should we deal with jealousy nowadays? Should we continue to deny it, because it is not regarded
as ‘politically correct’? Should we express it — and risk an avalanche of criticism, even insults, especially if one
is a woman? Or should we, like Greek tragic heroines, claim the right to express a legitimate emotion, one of the
most authentic manifestations of love’s basically insecure nature?
‘The contemporary woman bows down to social conformism which urges her to appear “dignified”, in
other words, to roll with the punches and keep quiet. Women in Antiquity demanded their due. And so do I.’
―Giulia Sissa
Rights sold: Italy (Laterza), UK (Polity, World-English)

Halimi, Patrice: LA GRANDE DETOX. COMMENT EVITER LES POISONS DU
QUOTIDIEN (OUR DAILY POISONS AND HOW TO TAKE IT)
(Calmann-Levy, March 2015, 224 pages)
!

Patrice Halimi takes us by the hand and gives us the key to living better and taking necessary
precautions.

!

In this terrifying but true assessment, the author analyzes our daily lives, pointing out the toxic, chemical
products in it, teaching us to identify and avoid them without radically changing our lifestyle.

!

A resolutely pragmatic approach. The author’s method is to examine 24 hours in the life of an ordinary
household.

Written in an easy, reader-friendly style, this book is perfect for anyone who wants to protect their
nearest and dearest from harmful molecules that would be easy to avoid...
Every day we are confronted with dozens, or even hundreds, of toxic products that affect both our
metabolism and our health. The number of cancers linked to these phenomena is constantly on the rise. This
much we know, but what can we do about it, at our own level? How can we avoid coming into contact with the
“poisons” that surround us?
We go into our bathrooms every day, we go to work, by car or on foot, we make phone calls, we eat, we
do chores, we garden, etc. What are the risks involved? How can we control the extent of our exposure to
environmental chemicals and make informed choices?
It is not a book for toxicologists (though the author builds on numerous scientific studies that have led
him to reflect on present-day issues). It is first and foremost the work of a pragmatic doctor concerned with
questions raised by his patients on a daily basis, a doctor who became interested in questions of environment and
health because he believes we can all take action, both individually and collectively.
Patrice Halimi is 47 years old. He is a pediatric surgeon in Aix-en-Provence. In recent years, he has
become actively involved in non-profit organization work with the Association Santé Environnement France that
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he founded in 2008 with Dr. Pierre Souvet. The ASEF conducts preventive campaigns on issues related to health
and environment, including air quality, childhood environments, climate change, electromagnetic waves,
biodiversity, food and sports.

Beaujouan, Nicolas: MATHS (MATHS. I’VE NEVER UNDERSTOOD ANYTHING
ABOUT... BUT THIS I UNDERSTAND!”)
(First, October 2015, 128 pages)
!

Serious but not boring, this series will open the doors of knowledge to you!

!

I’ve never understood anything about Mathematics. But this I Understand!

You will finally understand and like mathematics thanks to this title. You will get all the basics and
all the other complicated stuff as well! As governing principle, a family of 3 children which we follow from birth
to adulthood: you will realize just how present mathematics are in your daily life!
Nicolas Beaujouan is an illustrator and independent graphic designer, author of a book about Geek
attitude (Robert Laffont).

Beaujouan, Nicolas: L’ECONOMIE (ECONOMY. I’VE NEVER UNDERSTOOD
ANYTHING ABOUT ECONOMICS. BUT THIS I UNDERSTAND!)
(First, October 2015, 128 pages)
Are you lost and do not always make sense of what is going on in the world? The word “economics”
frightens you.
Author Gilles Raveaud and illustrator Nicolas Beaujouan promise to help you understand and like
economics. 128 illustrated pages which will explain to you how our economy works and the great theories that
govern the world.

PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION & SPIRITUAL LIFE
Bayard, Pierre: AURAIS JE SAUVÉ GENEVIÈVE DIXMER (WOULD I HAVE SAVED
GENEVIÈVE DIXMER)
(Editions de Minuit, January 2015, 160 pages)
!

Pierre Bayard’s clear style and clever humor make this book a pleasure to read

!

A book that makes philosophical and literary ideas and considerations accessible to all readers (Kant,
Benjamin Constant), and encourages us to think about some universal ethical principles

In the same vein as his best-selling AURAIS-JE ÉTÉ RESISTANT OU BOURREAU ? (WOULD I HAVE
BEEN A RESISTANT OR AN ASSASSIN?) Pierre Bayard once again pulls off a fascinating combination of
fiction and philosophical musing by projecting himself into a classic novel.
As a teenager, Pierre Bayard had a crush on Geneviève Dixmer, a character in Dumas and Maquet’s
THE KNIGHT OF MAISON-ROUGE. He imagines himself in the place of the hero, trying to save the young
woman, a Royalist sentenced to death during the French Revolution for her political convictions. Having
“entered” the book, the author analyses the behavior of the characters around him, drawing on philosophical and
ethical considerations to explain his own choices in various situations one can find oneself confronted with.
Pierre Bayard offers a book full of offbeat and amusing anecdotes, as well as lucid, thoughtful
commentary and musings.
Pierre Bayard was born in 1954. He is a Professor of English Literature at Paris University, and a
psychoanalyst. He writes controversial and thought-provoking essays, the best-known of which is COMMENT
PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (2007). The book has been translated into 27 languages and
was a huge success in France (80,000 copies sold in France alone).
“Un magnifique hommage à la littérature” Le Journal du Dimanche
“La fantaisie de Pierre Bayard, qui ne se sépare jamais d’un humour salutaire, permet à cet essai
d’aborder en toute légèreté la question essentielle de notre relation aux autres.” Page
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Kristeva, Julia & Sollers, Philippe: DU MARIAGE CONSIDÉRÉ COMME UN DES
BEAUX-ARTS (ON MARRIAGE AS A FINE ART)
(Fayard, May 2015, 164 pages )
In a series of four lectures held between 1990 and 2014, Julia Kristeva and Philippe Sollers exchanged
ideas on the subject of couples and marriage. The present collection of dialogs looks at famous couples, such as
Sartre and Beauvoir or the Mitterrands, to question ideas of what constitutes a loving relationship and notions of
fidelity/infidelity in marriage.
More than the story of their own story, they give us a history of the empowerment of women and a
history of ideas. Indeed, wary of couples, or the idea of the couple, the two lovers champion the uniqueness of
the individual in marriage, as it is only through self- affirmation that a lifelong relationship can be written. In
these lec- tures, which exude a sense of complicity, mutual attentiveness and affection, the reader discovers not
only the strength of their union, but also the much needed support of timeless friends, including Nietzsche,
Rousseau, Freud, Heidegger and Bataille.
Semiotician, psychoanalyst, essayist and novelist, whose entire body of work has been translated in the
United States, Julia Kristeva is the laureate of the 2004 Holberg Prize, described as the “Nobel prize” for the
arts and humanities. Writer and critic Philippe Sollers has published numerous novels and essays on art.
Rights sold to: Italy (Donzelli)

Morin, Edgar: PENSER GLOBAL (THINKING GLOBALLY)
(Robert Laffont, September 2015, 144 pages)
If one considers the human being in its entirety, its definition is trinitary: it combines at once the
individual, human society, and the biological species. What is a human? This comprehensive question towers
over categories: the human being is 100% individual, 100% social, and 100% biological. This is why our
preoccupations must be at once personal, political, and ecological. Viewing humanity through the prism of this
comprehensive way of thinking is to understand that we are living in a global iron age, a prehistory of the human
spirit.
Edgar Morin is a sociologist and philosopher. he received numerous prizes for his principal work, LA
MÉTHODE. He is one of the great minds of our generation.

Pol-Droit, Roger: QU’EST-CE QUI NOUS UNIT? (WHAT UNITES US?)
(Plon, March 2015, 140 pages)
!

A free-wheeling and subjective reflection on the meaning of the word “us”, its variations, constructions
and disappearance.

!

In a daily context of anxiety and confrontation, a well-known French intellectual explores the nature of
the ties that unite humanity… despite everything that divides it.

!

An upbeat essay with universal scope and appeal; neither abstract nor naive, everyone will recognize
their own daily life in it.

In his clear and easy-to-read analysis, Roger-Pol Droit calls on classic and modern sources, relates
philosophical ideas to everyday life, and links ancient texts and the latest trends in a search for solutions to our
divisions, which continue to multiply in the 21st century.
The world is more and more divided. The oppositions between rich and poor, urban and rural, nationals
and migrants, young and old are intensifying. The landscape of our time seems more and more patchy,
fragmented and conflictual. This is the front of the stage. In reality, we still have everything that unites human
beings. But this background seems to be forgotten, ignored, misunderstood. The book’s purpose is to light it up
again - in its most simple aspects as well as in its complexity.
To get a clear view of this unity within diversity, the best guiding principle is to question what we mean
when we say “we”. Is this the “we” of a family? Of one language? Of a nation? Or of a civilization? Are we
referring more generally to all humans? Even more broadly, to all living things? The entire planet? Depending
on which “we” is meant, what unites us is not defined or conceptualized in the same way.
This essay does not intend to deliver a comforting message, or to make us believe that all we need is a
bit of goodwill, and we can end conflict and settle our disputes. Rather, it seeks to show the double face of
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today’s world and the human condition: always simultaneously linked and divided, caught between the forces
that bring together and those that disperse ̶ Eros and Thanatos.
Roger-Pol Droit is a philosopher, writer and journalist. He is a columnist for Le Monde, Le Point, Les
Echos and Clés. An alumnus of the École normale supérieure, he has been a researcher at the CNRS, seminar
director at Sciences-Po, and a member of the Comité National Consultatif d’Ethique pour les Sciences de la vie
(National consultative committee for life sciences.) He is the author of some thirty books, several of which have
been translated into multiple languages; they include, published by Plon, LES HÉROS DE LA SAGESSE
(HEROES OF WISDOM) (2009) and PETITES EXPÉRIENCES DE PHILOSOPHIE ENTRE AMIS (SMALL
PHILOSOPHY EXPERIMENTS WITH FRIENDS) (2012).

Comte-Sponville. André: C’EST CHOSE TENDRE QUE LA VIE (LIFE, A TENDER
THING)
(Albin Michel, September 2015, 550 pages)
After six months of correspondence, this intimate conversation between two philosophers resulted in a
rich and forceful book. The interviews were conducted in such a way as to encourage great freedom in the
treatment of serious questions. By giving a sincere account of his career, personal and professional, André
Comte-Sponville tells the story of his life, entirely dedicated to philosophy.
André Comte-Sponville is a graduate of the Ecole Normale, PhD and holder of the French agrégation.
His books are unfailingly popular with a wide public (most recent title: LE SEXE NI LA MORT, Albin Michel,
2012).
François L’Yvonnet is a Professor of Philosophy and a publisher. Albin Michel published his D’UN
FRAGMENT L’AUTRE (co-authored with Jean Baudrillard, 2001), L’AVENIR DE L’ESPRIT (with Thierry
Gaudin, 2001), LE DÉFI DE LA DIFFÉRENCE (with Candido Mendès, 2006) and SIMONE WEIL, LE
GRAND PASSAGE (2006).

Comte-Sponville, André: LE PLAISIR DE PENSER. UNE INTRODUCTION À LA
PHILOSOPHIE (THE JOYS OF THINKING. AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY)
(Vuibert, September 2015, 500 pages)
Philosophy is thinking for yourself – but you can only do that if you become familiar with the great
philosophers of the past. In order to help each and every one of us to forge their own path to wisdom, André
Comte-Sponville brings us an initiation to philosophy based on 500 quotations from the works of the Western
world’s most brilliant minds. In this anthology, twenty-five centuries of philosophy – an inexhaustible treasure –
is made accessible for the reader’s meditation.
Neither a textbook nor a treatise, this is a book to dip into, read and read again. It will soon become an
essential item on our bookshelves.
André Comte-Sponville is a philosopher and the author of Dictionnaire philosophique (Puf, 2013), and
Le Sexe ni la mort (Albin Michel, 2012).

Badiou, Alain: LA VRAIE VIE. APPEL À LA CORRUPTION DE LA JEUNESSE (TRUE
LIFE. A CALL FOR CORRUPTING THE YOUNG)
(Fayard, January 2016, 65 pages)
In the tradition of Socrates, the father of philosophy sentenced to death for having wrought havoc in the
city by refusing to recognize its gods and, in so doing, corrupting the young, Alain Badiou keeps the original
vocation of philosophy alive. In the seventy-eight-year- old philosopher’s impassioned letter to young people
today, he raises the question of real life, the fundamental question of philosophy. Today’s young are no longer
bound by tradition but how should this newfound freedom be used? Set against the two great temptations of
youth –to live life wildly in the present moment or to build a life out of dry ambition– Alain Badiou highlights
the reasons why the contem- porary world so urgently needs to change. And to do so, he exhorts the young to
take risks.
Philosopher, Emeritus Professor at the École normale supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and
a novelist.
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Badiou, Alain: À LA RECHERCHE DU RÉEL PERDU (IN SEARCH OF LOST
REALITY)
(Fayard, February 2015, 64 pages)
What is reality? In the present pamphlet, Alain Badiou begins with the simple observation that the use
of the concept of “real” has exited the field of philosophical inquiry.
Today it is chiefly used in economic and political contexts, for example when talking about the golden
rule of fiscal deficit. Thus has the concept of what is real come to express a restriction that is seemingly
unreasonable to want to remove; as such it functions as an imperative to which one must submit. Is it an
acceptable law of reason that reality demands compliance in all cases rather than invention? It is necessary today
to renew our conviction that, in spite of the mourning imposed on us by thought, the search for what is real
within reality can be, and is, a passionate and joyous undertaking.
Philosopher and Professor Emeritus at Ecole normale supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright
and a novelist.

Leichter-Flack, Frédérique: QUI VIVRA, QUI MOURRA (WHO WILL LIVE, WHO
WILL DIE)
(Albin Michel, octobre 2015, 208 pages)
!

A philosophical essay that reads almost like a novel: it includes examples drawn from both real history
and pop culture from start to finish: from the Holocaust to Hunger Games and Cicero to Spiderman via
Saw and Homeland.

!

Timeless reflections that are also troublingly up to date question the value of human life and ignore the
taboo on discussing triage in both exceptional circumstances (natural disasters, large-scale emergencies,
etc.) and every-day ones (waiting lists for donated organs, distributing social benefits, and more).

!

A highly anticipated second book, after the multi-prize-winning LE LABORATOIRE DES CAS DE
CONSCIENCE (The Moral Dilemma Lab, 2012).

That lives are of equal value is a fundamental principle in our societies. The question of choosing
between lives nourishes the most absolute taboo. This book’s starting point is the realization that sharing
resources is a recurrent question, both in scientific research and in fiction. It explores shame, morals,
acceptability thresholds, efficiency, and more.
From Sophie’s Choice to the thriller Saw, from the Homeland series to the Hunger Games trilogy, not
forgetting children’s books and post-apocalyptic fiction, it is the essential model of highly successful cultural
productions: who should be allowed to live when everyone cannot survive?
From selecting the wounded on the battlefield to the rescue of the victims of a shipwreck lost at sea,
from Schindler’s list to the order of vaccination adopted in the case of a pandemic, a scenario becomes
discernible: that of an epoch concerned by these questions on a daily basis, its painful memories and its horizon
of anxiety.
Frédérique Leichter-Flack is a Professor of Comparative Literature. She also teaches humanities, ethics
and the history of ideas. Her previous book, LE LABORATOIRE DES CAS DE CONSCIENCE (Alma, 2012)
was awarded the Prix Émile Perreau-Saussine 2013 and was shortlisted for the Fémina essai 2012.

Lenoir, Frédéric: LA PUISSANCE DE LA JOIE (THE POWER OF JOY)
(Fayard, October 2015, 216 pages)
In the present philosophical essay, Frédéric Lenoir looks for answers and refers to three basic forms of
joy: the joy of living, the joy of being oneself, and the joy of being connected to the world and to others.
Joy, you say, what do you mean? What’s the difference between joy, pleasure, and happiness? Are there
different kinds of joy? Can we learn to be joyful, or is it pretty much a question of disposition and genes? Can
joy be felt alongside suffering and sadness?
Through numerous concrete examples, as well as his own experience, Lenoir compiles a list of different
kinds of joy: the joy of creating, making progress, and fulfillment; the joy of loving, possessing, and
contemplating. In so doing, he demonstrates that though joy is involuntary and cannot be imposed, it is
contingent to a particular environment, one that we owe to ourselves to promote by taking part willingly and
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being grateful in life, by opening our hearts, by staying in tune to our feelings, and by being attentive to others
and to the world around us...
Philosopher and a sociologist Frédéric Lenoir is an associate researcher at the Ecole de hautes etudes en
sciences sociales (EHESS). He is also the author of numerous essays and novels that have been translated into
over twenty languages, including his best-selling DU BONHEUR (Fayard, 2013), 300,000 copies sold in France.

Caye, Pierre: CRITIQUE DE LA DESTRUCTION CRÉATRICE (A CRITIQUE OF
CREATIVE DESTRUCTION, PRODUCTION AND HUMANISM)
(Les Belles Lettres, April 2015, 336 pages)
Creative destruction stems from a death wish. That is why this ambitious book proposes a long-overdue
critique of the subject based on aestheticism, law and philosophy.
This work addresses the relevant issue of the increasingly urgent need – given current ecological
constraints – for a productive system revolution, despite our lack of the necessary tools to engineer this type of
change. Twentieth-century wars created the illusion that destruction could give rise to creation. Today, human
beings are at war with everything: their biosphere, their fellow creatures, and themselves. We are seeing more
and more destruction and less and less creation. There is no longer any automaticity or logic in the transition
from one to the other. Growth is translated by numbers, not by durable goods. Creative destruction has become a
death wish.
A critique of this must be made, while acknowledging that criticizing the productive system no longer
involves looking into production intensification, but rather its sustainability, or even its “generativity”; i.e., its
capacity to pass on its positive results to posterity.
Pierre Caye, is Director of Research in Classical Humanities at CNRS. His published works include LE
SAVOIR DE PALLADIO: ARCHITECTURE (Klincksieck, 1995, which received the French Academy’s
Eugène Carrière Prize). With Françoise Choay, he co-published a new annotated and commented French
translation of Leon Battista Alberti’s DE RE AEDIFICATORIA (Éditions du Seuil, 2004). He also authored
MORALE ET CHAOS, PRINCIPES D’UN AGIR SANS FONDEMENT (Le Cerf, 2008 – which won the
Académie des sciences morales et politiques’ Gagner Prize).
“A rigorous and ambitious book” Libération
“Venture into this book abounding, profoundly original and innovative” Le Monde des Livres

Kambouchner, Denis: DESCARTES N’A PAS DIT (DESCARTES DID NOT SAY IT. A
COMPENDIUM OF FALSE IDEAS ABOUT THE AUTHOR OF DISCOURSE)
(Les Belles Lettres, January 2015, 240 pages)
A contrapuntal introduction to Descartes’ thought in 21 clear and incisive chapters
No French philosopher is better known than Descartes. Yet, none is less well-understood: on many
levels (innate ideas, relations between body and soul, reduction of animals to machines, human mastery of
nature, etc.), people believe they know very well what he said, thus they do not bother to read his work.
This book strives to underscore the distance between what people commonly claim that Descartes said
and what he has actually written. In twenty-one short chapters which correspond to each part of Descartes’ work
(from method to morality, by way of metaphysics and physics), the author paints a picture of the most
commonplace errors and introduces the texts which enable them to be corrected. The whole book is written in a
clear and lively style, with some parts presented in dialogue. This candid and spirited introduction to Descartes’
work also conveys some new insight into complex questions leading to some of the crucial problems challenging
modern thought. Descartes’ so often maligned ideas thus are revealed as all the more refined, stimulating and
fascinating when studied more closely.
Denis Kambouchner is a History of Modern Philosophy professor at Université Paris 1. He is the author
of several works on Descartes. He is currently directing the new edition of his work ŒUVRES COMPLÈTES,
soon to be published by Éditions Gallimard.
“Honor in this book a Descartes made to himself” Lire
“Stimulating and helpful” Le Point Références
“The tone is playful, the style is cheerful, some chapters are presented as dialogues and there is no lack
of liveliness” Le Monde des Livres

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email: anastassia.lester@free.fr

43

PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP
Van Reeth, Adèle & Enthoven, Raphaël: LE SNOBISME (SNOBBERY)
(Plon, March 2015, 160 pages)
!

Adèle Van Reeth, who is famous for her philosophy talks, connects her wisdom with another famous
specialist’s in this entertaining essay.

!

A lively writing style for a real debate, which raises many questions and leaves plenty of room for the
reader’s opinion.

!

The fourth title in the series “Questions de caractère” (Questions of character), co-published with France
Culture.

Snobbery does not designate a type of person, but a way of behaving towards others that starts with the
assumption that our tastes are superior to theirs. Thus no one is more snobbish than someone who despises
snobs.
Snobbery has nothing to do with wealth or education: if snobbery resides in wanting to distinguish
ourselves from others, in the act of showing off our singularity in order to escape the masses, then nothing is
more natural and necessary for human survival in a democratic society. Snobbery is not a cosmetic artifice, nor
an incurable disease. And only philosophy can talk about snobbery objectively, with neither praise nor
condemnation.
A philosopher who specializes in the ordinary and in films, Adele Van Reeth produces and hosts
Nouveaux chemins de la connaissance, France Culture radio’s daily philosophy program.
Raphaël Enthoven is a professor of philosophy. He produces the show Le gai savoir on France Culture
radio, and hosts Philosophie on Arte television. He has written several books, including L’ENDROIT DU
DÉCOR, LE PHILOSOPHE DE SERVICE ET AUTRES TEXTES, MATIÈRE PREMIÈRE for Gallimard, and
UN JEU D’ENFANT for Fayard. He received the 2013 Prix Femina for his DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DE
MARCEL PROUST, co-written with his father, Jean-Paul Enthoven.

PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP
Braconnier, Alain: L’ENFANT OPTIMISTE (MY CHILD IS OPTIMISTIC)
(Odile Jacob, February 2015, 288 pages)
!

Following the success of his earlier book Optimiste, Alain Braconnier continues to explore optimism, this
time focusing on childhood.

!

How to turn a natural asset into a driving force towards greater fulfilment and success: 5 essential points,
exercises, a practical how-to method.

!

Tips on how to deal with children who are prone to pessimism.
How to draw out and foster optimism in each and every child?

Alain Braconnier, a psychiatrist and a psychologist, is a consultant at the Pitié-Salpêtrière’s teaching
hospital and a professor emeritus at the School of Practising Psychologists, in Paris. He was formerly the director
of a mental health association in Paris. He is the author of such immensely successful books as MÈRES ET
FILS, LES FILLES ET LES PÈRES, PETIT OU GRAND ANXIEUX and, recently, OPTIMISTE, all of which
were published by Editions Odile Jacob.
There is no doubt that young children are more optimistic than adults. Their zest for life and their
enthusiasm are obvious signs of their natural optimism. But what can we do to safeguard their optimism
throughout childhood and adolescence? How can we help them maintain their inner strength? How can we
ensure that their optimism will drive them to become fighters, determined to overcome the difficulties they will
encounter in an uncertain society and in a profoundly changing world?
The goal of this book is to help parents, teachers, and educators in general, to become aware of
children’s great inner strength, to assess, foster and stimulate it, so that it becomes one of the pillars of education.
Research over the past twenty years has clearly identified the ties linking optimism and hope with academic
performance.
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Alain Braconnier examines childhood optimism and describes a practical method to develop it. He
shows that there is an inalienable element of optimism even in children with apparently pessimistic
temperaments, even in the most anxious and fragile ones.

Menthéour, Erwann: ET SI ON DÉCIDAIT D’ALLER BIEN (LET’S BE HEALTHY)
(Solar/Place des editeurs, January 2015, 283 pages)
!

Let’s Stop Lying to Ourselves has been sold in Taiwan.

After the success of Let’s Stop Lying to Ourselves (over 50,000 copies sold), Erwann Menthéour writes
about the dangers we are exposed to regarding food, pollution and stress.
Erwann Menthéour sounds the alarm and continues his battle to raise public awareness. By proposing
simple courses of action, he shows that we can all, each at our own rhythm, work towards changing the system.
He wants us to take back control of our lives and our health by taking courses of action that are ecological,
solidary and alternative.
Erwann Menthéour was a professional cyclist and, in 1999, wrote his autobiography entitled SECRET
DÉFONCE, a bestseller that was translated into several languages. In addition to 2014’s bestselling Et si on
arrêtait de se mentir, he also published LA MÉTHODE FITNEXT with Solar.

Gueguen, Catherine: VIVRE HEUREUX AVEC SON ENFANT QUE NOUS DISENT
LES DERNIÈRES DÉCOUVERTES SUR LE CERVEAU? (LIVING HAPPILY WITH
YOUR CHILD WHAT DO THE LATEST DISCOVERIES IN NEUROSCIENCE TELL
US?)
(Robert Laffont, |October 2015, 256 pages)
The practical, lengthened version of For a Happy Childhood: a guide to answer the everyday questions
that concern parents.
During her hospital consultations with supportive parents, Catherine gueguen realized that their main
worries center around meals and sleep, and crying and tantrums. Children’s behavior can often be bewildering.
How should parents behave when a child doesn’t want to obey them? Through several examples, Catherine
gueguen shows us that the majority of conflicts are born out of a deep misunderstanding of children’s emotional
and social development and basic needs. This book offers advice given in the light of recent discoveries on
children’s emotions and emotional development.
Catherine gueguen has been a pediatrician at the institut Hospitalier Franco-Britannique (LevalloisPerret) for twenty-seven years. She is the author of POUR UNE ENFANCE HEUREUSE which was sold in five
languages.

Alain Lieury: MÉMOIRE D’ÉLÉPHANT! VRAIS TRUCS ET FAUSSES ASTUCES (AN
ELEPHANT’S MEMORY! REAL TRICKS AND FALSE TIPS)
(Dunod, August 2015, 296 pages)
This educational, humorous, and teeming with examples work gives an overview of the various memory
improvement techniques. The classic subject, which is often treated in a dry academic or utilitarian manner, is
here richly illustrated with the most surprising of experimental results and reconsidered in a marriage of science
and clarity.
Alain Lieury was professor emeritus of cognitive psychology at the University of Rennes and known for
being one of the specialists of memory.
Rights on the previous edition sold in simplified Chinese, German, Italian, Russian and Vietnamese.

Lachant, Jacques-Alain: BIEN MARCHER, ÇA S’APPREND ! 100 CONSEILS QUI
VONT VOUS CHANGER LA VIE (YOU CAN LEARN TO WALK RIGHT! 100
RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE)
(Payot, October 2015, 320 pages)
A revolutionary method!
Tell me how you walk, I’ll tell you who you are, what’s ailing you, and how to treat it! Through some
100 very practical factsheets, Jacques-Alain Lachant addresses the issues that affect people who stomp, who
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think their feet are too long, who walk too quickly or too slowly, who lose their balance or have one leg that’s
shorter than the other, those whose backs hurt because they stand too much, who drag their feet, who need to
have their hips operated on, etc. He debunks some clichés and offers solutions and exercises. Along the way, we
find out about some famously unusual strides (Chaplin, de Gaulle, Sarkozy, Tati, Frankenstein, John Wayne,
Edith Piaf, etc.) and learn the 16 keys to diagnosing our own way of walking.
Jacques-Alain Lachant is an osteopath. He has developed a global ap- proach that allows him to treat
posture-based pains and disturbances. He can count many “shrinks” among his patients: Dolto, Pontalis,
Eliacheff, & al.

Naouri, Aldo: LES COUPLES ET LEUR ARGENT (COUPLES AND MONEY.
NOTHING IS FOR FREE. MONEY IN RELATIONSHIPS: REVELATION AND
SYMPTOM
(Odile Jacob, September 2015, 256 pages)
!

Much like an archaeologist, Aldo Naouri digs into the psychic roots of male and female social behaviour.

!

Learning to deal with money, differences in male and female approaches, social roles, women’s work,
games of desire: these are some of Naouri’s favourite themes, which he has woven together here in a
coherent and illuminating work.

!

Life stories, snatches of personal history: Naouri’s finely honed style perfectly serves his indispensable
reflection on our changing society.

Love may have no price, but what does the way a couple deals with money reveal about their
relationship? Expenses, the role of money in the relationship, the way money is used as a bargaining tool: all
these are clues to the state of a relationship. For good reason, money has been called the sinews of war.
In his new book, Aldo Naouri draws on his own personal life, as well as on case histories gleaned
throughout his lengthy medical career, to give us his sharp observations on our changing society, based on an indepth enquiry into the way partners in a couple relate to money. Predictably, the search to understand the part
money plays leads Naouri to an examination of male and female social roles, and, as in his previous books, he
enlightens us on the extraordinary complexity of the psychic realities that trigger human behaviour.
Avoiding commonplaces and preconceived ideas, Naouri has written a thought- provoking work that
urges us to consider with a fresh eye what we had previously believed to be completely uncontested.
Aldo Naouri, renowned paediatrician and social commentator, is the author of many highly successful
books published by Editions Odile Jacob: LES FILLES ET LEURS MÈRES, EDUQUER SES ENFANTS, LES
PÈRES ET LES MÈRES, L’ENFANT BIEN PORTANT, ADULTÈRES AND PRENDRE LA VIE À PLEINES
MAINS.
About for Naouri’s previous books:
“Each one of his shock books strikes where it hurts : mother-daughter relations, father’s role,
authority... Nothing escape him!: ELLE
“Aldo Naouri does not seek consensus. He upsets, shocks, convinces, delights and couldn’t care less. A
fabulous storyteller.” Le Point

Braconnier, Alain: L’ENFANT OPTIMISTE (MY CHILD IS OPTIMISTIC)
How to draw out and foster optimism in each and every child
(Odile Jacob, February 2015, 288 pages)
!

Following the success of his earlier book Optimiste, Alain Braconnier continues to explore optimism, this
time focusing on childhood.

!

How to turn a natural asset into a driving force towards greater fulfilment and success: 5 essential points,
exercises, a practical how-to method.

!

Tips on how to deal with children who are prone to pessimism.

Alain Braconnier, a psychiatrist and a psychologist, is a consultant at the Pitié- Salpêtrière’s teaching
hospital and a professor emeritus at the School of Practising Psychologists, in Paris. He was formerly the director
of a mental health association in Paris. He is the author of such immensely successful books as Mères et fils, Les
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Filles et les pères, Petit ou grand anxieux and, recently, Optimiste, all of which were published by Editions Odile
Jacob.
There is no doubt that young children are more optimistic than adults. Their zest for life and their
enthusiasm are obvious signs of their natural optimism. But what can we do to safeguard their optimism
throughout childhood and adolescence? How can we help them maintain their inner strength? How can we
ensure that their optimism will drive them to become fighters, determined to overcome the difficulties they will
encounter in an uncertain society and in a profoundly changing world?
The goal of this book is to help parents, teachers, and educators in general, to become aware of
children’s great inner strength, to assess, foster and stimulate it, so that it becomes one of the pillars of education.
Research over the past twenty years has clearly identified the ties linking optimism and hope with academic
performance.
Alain Braconnier examines childhood optimism and describes a practical method to develop it. He
shows that there is an inalienable element of optimism even in children with apparently pessimistic
temperaments, even in the most anxious and fragile ones.
Rights sold: Italy (Feltrinelli)

Matin-Krumm, Charles & Boniwell, Ilona: POUR DES ADOS MOTIVES (MOTIVATED
ADOLESCENTS: THE BENEFITS OF POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY)
A method for a truly fulfilling education
(Odile Jacob, October 2015, 256 pages)
!

This book will help parents and teachers establish new forms of educational behaviour to draw out and
enhance children’s abilities.

!

This is an excellent synthesis of all the studies in positive psychology relating to education.

!

Day-to-day teaching skills, based on scientific studies.

‘An education based on the advances made in positive psychology would enable the development of the
skills needed for the optimal functioning of children, adolescents and students, as well as of parents, in an
academic setting,’ state the authors with conviction. And in this book they prove it. Beginning by exploring the
various scientifically validated avenues that allow us to understand the mechanisms underlying pupils’ wellbeing at school, they go on to describe the behaviour that enhances well-being: reinforcing hope, developing
skills that give access to happiness and creativity; training in intrinsic motivation and in self-determination...
This book is the bible of anyone who wishes to establish the foundations of a trulyfulfilling but also
constructive education so that children can develop to their fullest potential.
Charles-Martin Krumm is a senior lecturer in the teachers’ college of Bretagne (Rennes), the vice
president of the French and Francophone Positive Psychology Association, and a member of the steering
committee of the European Network of Positive Psychology. He has an agrégation in physical education.
Ilona Boniwell is a lecturer in Positive Psychology at the University of East London and the founder
and programme leader of the first MSc in Applied Positive Psychology (MAPP) in Europe. She founded and was
the first Chair (2001-2002) of the European Network of Positive Psychology. She has a PhD in psychology and
is a qualified coach and educational consultant.

Bilheran, Ariane: SOYEZ SOLAIRE! ET LIBÉREZ-VOUS DES PERSONNALITÉS
TOXIQUES (BE SUNNY! AND FREE YOURSELF FROM TOXIC PERSONALITIES)
(Payot, October 2015, 150 pages)
The first self-help book that shows how to get away from toxic personalities, to get closer to ones that
do us good, and to help ourselves become “sunnier”.
Around toxic people, the air is tense; they drain all your energy and self-esteem, like a vampire sucking
your blood. Around sunny people, on the other hand, the air is clear and you feel good. That’s because sunny
people can control themselves, so they don’t need to control other people in order to feel like they exist.
We can become sunny personalities, too. Ariane Bilheran shows us how to cultivate the right attitudes
to detox ourselves: let go of loyalty to people who undermine us; stop trying to help other people no matter what;
grow up without worrying about what other people think, etc. And in spiritual terms: try to rise above our own
egos when they are being shallow; grant less importance to material goods and petty problems; learn neither to
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judge, nor to worry about the judgement of others; lower our expectations and reconnect more with our souls,
which ancient texts describe so eloquently… Now all we have to do is to focus on this newly understood inner
harmony each and every day.
Ariane Bilheran is both a psychologist and a philosopher. A former student at the prestigious École
Normale Supérieure and a Dr. of Psychopathology, she has written several books about harassment,
manipulation and other pathologies of power

Rigon, Emmanuelle:
CHILDREN)

LES

ENFANTS

HYPERSENSIBLES

(HYPERSENSITIVE

(Albin Michel, March 2015, 210 pages)
She always looks like she’s on the verge of crying, he gets upset pretty easily, they often have
stomachaches or don’t want to go to school anymore. Life for them is a permanent tragedy.
Some children feel the little aggressions and upsets of life more acutely than others. This book helps to
identify the constituents of this phenomenon and how to deal with it keeping in mind that it is the sign of strong
emotional intelligence.
Emmanuelle Rigon is a clinical-psychologist and a psychotherapist in Saint-Maur. She is best known
for her book PAPA, MAMAN, J’Y ARRIVERAI JAMAIS (Albin Michel, 2001).

Didier Lauru: DE LA HAINE DE SOI À LA HAINE DE L’AUTRE (FROM SELFHATRED TO HATING OTHERS)
(Albin Michel, date 2015, 200 pages)
Drawing on his clinical observations, Didier Lauru reveals the relation between the individual’s selfhatred and the collective hatred of society, suggesting several lines of approach on how to protect oneself from
the hatred of others.
Hatred, that sombre facet of human nature, the dark side of love, is an integral part of our constitution
and our unconscious. In our brutal world, we can observe an increasing number of expressions of hatred. Today,
we could almost reverse the Christian commandment: ‘hate your neighbour as yourself’.
Distilled hatred in social situations has effects on the construction of an individual. It begins by selfhatred, anti-narcissism which is generously nourished by the cult of appearance.
Didier Lauru, psychiatrist and psychoanalyst, has written numerous books, notably PÈRE-FILLE, UNE
HISTOIRE DE REGARD published by Albin Michel.

Daligand, Liliane: LA VIOLENCE FÉMININE (THE VIOLENCE OF WOMEN)
(Albin Michel, November 2015, 240 pages)
Liliane Daligand explores what is at stake for women whose behaviour is consistently or suddenly
violent.
Violence in women is a taboo. Nevertheless, since it is an accepted fact that every human being
harbours a potential violence that socialisation teaches them to control, there is no reason why women would be
an exception.
Through the testimonies of women who agreed to talk about the issue with her, in discussion groups or
during forensic investigations, as well as those of witnesses or victims of violent attacks by women, the author
reveals that in every case, violence lays bare a claim for power.
Liliane Daligand, Professor of Psychiatry, Doctor of Law and court expert, teaches forensic medicine
and health law.

Hofman, Philippe: LE CHIEN EST UNE PERSONNE (DOGS ARE PEOPLE)
(Albin Michel, November 2015, 240 pages)
Unlike traditional books that focus on perfect training, animal pathologies and skills, the author of this
book treats human desires and their paradoxes, highlighted by these relationships.
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The relationship between a man and his dog has evolved from the functional to the emotional. Dogs
have become ‘subjects’ in their own right; to be exhibited, admired, cuddled… Modern ethology, moving away
from caricatural patterns of ’anthropomorphism’, compares their skills to those of children under the age of two.
The psychological analysis of the man/dog interaction reminds us of the diversity and complexity of the
affective and emotional links between human beings. The role of the pet has never been as important as it is
today in our individualistic societies.
Philippe Hofman is a clinical psychologist. Albin Michel published his previous books UNE
NOUVELLE VIE POUR LES SENIORS, PSYCHOLOGIE DE LA RETRAITE, and L’IMPOSSIBLE
SÉPARATION ENTRE LES JEUNES ADULTES ET LEURS ENFANTS.

Nemet-Pier, Lyliane: AIMER SES ENFANTS SANS SE LAISSER DÉVORER (LOVE
YOUR CHILDREN WITHOUT LETTING THEM TAKE OVER)
(Albin Michel, January 2015, 216 pages)
It can be difficult to set limits on an infant’s insatiable demands because it makes parents feel guilty.
The author explains how to break free of that spiral by taking small actions that really alter the situation.
Mothers try to make their best to care for their children and often blame themselves for not doing
enough. So they end up doing too much and breakdown. Whilst fathers sometimes don’t do enough to help them
cope and deal with such demanding children.
The author advise these mothers to free themselves, take more care of themselves, and not always feel
the need to be perfect.

Lyliane Nemet-Pier: CET ENFANT QUI NE DORT PAS (THE CHILD THAT DOESN’T
SLEEP)
(Albin Michel, January 2013, 192 pages)
Quoting numerous concrete cases, the author sweeps away preconceived notions and opens up avenues
parents would never have considered to help them find the solution that suits them best.
Some parents have tried it all to make their children sleep with little success. The author has listened to
families on the verge of a nervous breakdown for more than thirty years and using her knowledge of the field,
she gives great advice, with empathy, for parents to try and face their problems with a renewed motivation… in
order to sleep well again!
Lylian Nemet-Pier, clinical-psychologist and psychoanalyst, is well-known for her books PEUR DU
NOIR, MONSTRES ET CAUCHEMARS (with Françoise Devillers Albin Michel, 2009) and CET ENFANT
QUI NE DORT PAS (Albin Michel, 2013).

Barakat-Nuq, Maya: RETROUVEZ UN CORPS SAIN ET TONIQUE AVEC LE
RÉGIME PALÉO (PALEO RECIPES: GET A HEALTHY AND TONIC BODY)
(First, September 2015, 272 pages)
300 tasty and easy paleo recipes!
Quick weight loss, health improvement, less fatigue... these are just a few of the benefits of one of
today’s most talked about diet: paleo. The idea is simple: to be fit and healthy, all you need to do is change your
way of eating and go back to the way our prehistoric ancestors ate. Goodbye dairy, carbs, sugar, industrial
products; hello meat, fish, eggs, vegetables and fruit!
Learn the basic principles of the diet, discover 300 all natural and paleo recipes!

Kaufmann, Jean-Claude: UN LIT POUR DEUX (ONE BED FOR TWO)
(JC Lattes, January 2015, 270 pages)
Specialist of our intimate daily lives, the sociologist Jean-Claude Kaufmann excavates the secrets of the
sleeping chamber.
What a delight to huddle beneath the covers after dark! It’s even better when you’re not alone... Or is it?
Once the honeymoon is over, the partner who shares your bed can morph into a horrific snorer, a relentless
blanket hoarder, or an icy-footed monster.
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For ages, the marriage bed has been a consecrated place. Today, what happens reflects the contradictory
expectations of the modern couple, preoccupied both by their personal comfort as well as the desire to maintain a
healthy physical closeness in their relationship. What is the right distance and how can we find it?
Jean-Claude Kaufmann is a sociologist and research director at the CNRS. He regularly collaborates
with scientific and popular magazines and he has written numerous essays, among which LE SAC, translated in
Chinese, German, Greek, Dutch, Korean and Turkish.

Mussi, Roger: JE MANGE CE QUI ME REUSSIT: LE GUIDE POUR REPÉRER ET
SOIGNER TOUTES VOS INTOLÉRANCES ALIMENTAIRES (I EAT WHAT
SUCCEEDS ME: GUIDE TO IDENTIFY AND TREAT ALL YOUR FOOD
INTOLERANCES)
(Flammarion, March 2015, 304 pages)
!

The first general-interest book on food intolerance, a hot topic in the media.

!

The method of a practitionner to identify the first signs of your own dietary intolerance, as well as to
track and eliminate them.

!

Practical content, Q & A, and side-bars with a specific focus.

Gérard, 60-years-old, complained about exhaustion and frequent stomach aches. He was rapidly
diagnosed with an inflamation of the intestine and was prescribed a specific diet. To no avail. As a result,
he decided to have himself checked for any potential food intolerances. Much to his surprise, he tested
positive for dozens of foods.
By temporarily removing these foods from his diet, something incredible happened: not only did
Gérard no longer experience health problems but he also lost 9 kg in 2 months! Is he an isolated case? No!
Dr Mussi has cured countless patients with a similar profile, unresponsive to traditional medicine. This is
what has led him to explain his astonishing discovery: food intolerance is the cause of an incredible
number of illnesses.
If the foods which are statistically the most harmful are, unfortunately, very common – gluten,
milk, egg white – others are more surprising, e.g. vanilla, pineapple or almonds, all of which are often
recommended in popular diets…
Stomach ache, migraine, bulimia, but also tendinitis, repeated ear, nose and throat infections:
what if you also suffered from dietary intolerance? This book delivers, at last, the keys to identify the
warning signs, understand the mechanisms at play, knowing where to take a food intolerance test and how
to interpret the findings.
Roger Mussi is a doctor and specialist in nutrition. He has treated the dietary intolerance of
several hundred people and, in partnership with other colleagues, has a statistical database of a thousand
patients.

Aimelet Perissol, Catherine & Massot, Pierre: E.M.O.T.I.O.N. 7 ÉTAPES POUR SE
COMPRENDRE (E.M.O.T.I.O.N. SELF-UNDERSTANDING IN 7 STEPS)
(Albin Michel, April 2015, 200 pages)
!

Based on emotional logic, this essay helps anyone understand and make a better use of its emotions.

We hardly distinguish between our emotions, spontaneous and uncontrolled, and our feelings, deep and
continuous. Yet it is as important to acknowledge that difference as to recognize their cohabitation, which is
essential for our biological well-being.
In a world that has been transformed by new technologies, characterized by individualism and
immediacy of interactions, our relations with others and with ourselves is mostly governed by our so called
‘reptilian’ primitive brain, which applies a constant and irresistible pressure, to the detriment of our well-being,
contaminating our feelings and damaging our relations with others.
Catherine Aimelet-Perissol, doctor and psychotherapist, has developed a method based on emotional
logic. She has written several books, notably APPRIVOISER SA CULPABILITÉ (2013). Pierre Massot,
consultant in human relations, is a therapist qualified in emotional logic who is a trainer of that method.
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Maillard, Catherine: JE DANSE DONC J’EXISTE LE GRAND BOOM DE LA DANSETHÉRAPIE (I DANCE THEREFORE I AM THE DANCE THERAPY BOOM)
(Albin Michel, May 2015, approx. 320 pages)
!

The discovery and the explanation of a new, fun and healthy therapy: dancing.

!

Written with the advice of world known dancers.

Could the dance floor replace the Freudian couch? Each in turn, Carolyn Carlson, Angelin Preljocaj,
Gabrielle Roth, Jean Pierre Klein and representatives of a dozen dance therapy schools give a positive reply:
YES, dance is a natural way to look after body and mind.
Apart from nightlife entertainment, dance today is presented by some teachers as a new means of
personal development, even therapy. Dance therapy draws on the same desire to move, meet people and express
rhythm as the tango, rock’n roll or the salsa, in order to help people feel better, overcome suppressed emotions,
build self-esteem and recreate their relationships with others… in a nutshell to rediscover the pleasure of being
alive.
Catherine Maillard is a journalist who specializes in personal development. Albin Michel published a
book of interviews she co-authored with Patrice van Eersel: J’AI MAL À MES ANCÊTRES OU LA
PSYCHOGÉNÉALOGIE AUJOURD’HUI, which has proved to be a popular long-seller.

Azzopardi, Gilles:
MANIPULATING)

INFIDELITES

ET

MANIPULATION

(CHEATING

AND

(First, February 2015, 240 pages)
!

A book that offers some perspective on infidelity, and shows that it is possible not to let it destroy a
relationship, by teaching both partners to see the heartbreaking act in a different light.

!

The author strikes a balance between light humor and serious research to help learn to live with and
overcome infidelity.

!

Advice based on sociological research from around the world.

Gilles Azzopardi tells us all about infidelity, its good aspects and bad ones. Sharp, precise and
practical, this book unveils all the manipulation techniques used in cheating, and shows us how to use them – to
hide it, but also to find it out and forgive it.
Must you really feel guilty about your affairs? Why mustn’t you feel too guilty? How can you manage
to forgive, to rebuild trust again within your relationships? How can you know when you are about to get
cheated on – and can you avoid it? On the other hand, can you resist the temptation? Why do some succeed and
some don’t?
All the answers to the questions we ask ourselves when we are tempted to cross the red line, when we
already crossed it or when we have been cheated on.
A psychologist and a sociologist, Gilles Azzopardi is a renown specialist of communication strategies.
He authored many bestsellers, such as TRAITÉ DE MANIPULATION (A manipulation textbook).

Azzopardi, Gilles: NOUVEAU MANUEL DE MANIPULATION : POUR TOUT
OBTENIR (OU PRESQUE) ! (THE NEW MANIPULATION GUIDE BOOK)
(First, January 2014, 336 pages)
!

An essential theme in today’s society.

!

Internationally renowned author.

!

The practical guidebook for anyone who lacks self-confidence or a sense of authority.

The long-awaited updated and expanded new edition of the Manuel de manipulation (35,000 copies
sold in France alone).
How to avoid being manipulated in day-to-day life. How to “read” a person in just three minutes and to
bring them around to your point of view. How to reduce aggressiveness and harassment. How to impose yourself
at work, and in your relationship. How to appear more credible. How to get (almost) everything you want from
other people.
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Clear, precise and practical, this new Guide to Manipulation presents all the techniques you'll need to
get other people to do (almost) everything you want them to.
Psycho-sociologist Gilles Azzopardi is an internationally renowned specialist in communication
strategies. He has written several best-selling books that have been n translated internationally, including, most
recently, JE BOSSE AVEC DES CONS ET DES MANIPULATEURS MAIS JE ME SOIGNE.

Espinasse, Valérie: J’ARRETE LE SUCRE! (NO MORE SUGAR FOR ME!)
(First-Gründ, February 2015, 192 pages)
!

A very instructive self-help book that explains why sugar can be so harmful to our bodies, and offers
practical, progressive solutions for changing the way we eat.

!

An indispensable guide for getting back into good shape and good health, without sugar!

The author offers three different food profiles, so that readers can choose the one that suits them best,
and eat better without feeling frustrated, thanks to menus and advice based on the principles of micro-nutrition.
A clear, well-organized book that includes lots of advice and recipes. Quitting smoking seems hard?
Quitting sugar is hard as well if you are not helped!
On average, we consume 25 kg of sugar a year. Providing energy and strength, sugar is perceived like
one of the most important elements for the proper functioning of the human body. Sugar is everywhere: in our
coffee in the morning, in our lunch, in our snack breaks…
However, behind the sweetness hide more sour notes. The excess of sugar is also responsible for
obesity, diabetes, cancer, and other eating disorders.
Author Valérie Espinasse analyses the way we eat and asks targeted questions: Why quit sugar? What
are the real effects of sugar on the body? How can we lower our sugar consumption? How will our body benefit
from quitting? Follow her coaching adapted to your profile (are you the sweet tooth profile, the emotional one,
or the hormonal one…?) and improve your feeding behavior.
I’M QUITTING SUGAR: a must-have guide to get fit and learn to live healthy, without sugar!
Valérie Espinasse holds a phd in Pharmacy and is a nutritionist. She works with many women’s
magazines - including Elle - as a nutrition specialist.

Gerkens, Danièle: ZERO SUCRE (ZERO SUGAR)
(Les Arènes, April 2015, 350 pages)
25,000 copies sold.
35g of sugar on average in a can of fizzy drink.
A practical book for a happier and healthier life.
356 millions diabetics in the world in 2012 (WHO), or 5 % of the world’s population.
!

An exciting personal experience combining text, popular science and practical advice for informed
consumption.

!

An immersion work and investigation showing the benefits of a "sugar free" diet while diving into the
intricacies of the food industry.

!

The story of a personal approach fueled by a field survey and completed by tasty recipes.

The ELLE journalist and health specialist tried out a suger-free diet for a year. How to detox from it.
Research, personal testimonies and practical tips.
Danièle Gerkens’ starting point was a simple observation: more and more doctors are advocating a
drastic reduction in the consumption of sugar, or indeed cutting out sugar altogether. She set out to talk to health
specialists, researchers and nutritionists, all of whom warned of the dangers involved.
The soaring rate of obesity, particularly among children, is the leading health issue in all developed
countries. At the same time, rates of type 1 and 2 diabetes are climbing all around the world, as are cancers and
strokes. Sugar’s role in these health-threatening “epidemics” has already been amply demonstrated. The more
consumers become used to eating sugar, the higher the dose they need to achieve the desired effect.
As well as an investigation, Zéro sucre is also a practical book – a flexible method for cutting out or
reducing our sugar consumption while continuing to lead a fulfilling family and social life. Danièle Gerkens
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shares a host of information and simple tricks with us, which are easy, simple to apply and bring virtually
immediate results: Spectacular weight loss. Better overall health (no more ENT infections). A much more even
mood. A clearer mind and ten times more energy.
Danièle Gerkens was brought up in Central Africa and didn’t really experience consumer society until
she was 16. Only when she came to study in Belgium, and then in France, did she encounter the horribly
unbalanced, sugary and mass-produced food which is sadly all too often our staple fare. These days, she is a
journalist at Elle magazine, has published cookery books and has even worked alongside the great chef Alain
Passard.
Rights sold in Romania (Philobia)

Aubert, Jean-Luc: MON ADO ET MOI. SE COMPRENDRE POUR MIEUX
S’ENTENDRE. (GETTING ALONG WITH A TEENAGER UNDERSTANDING YOUR
CHILD)
(Odile Jacob, May 2015, 144 pages)
!

A concrete, practical work for a better understanding of the psychology of teenagers, both boys and girls.

!

Hands-on advice to help parents maintain communication with their child and to know how to
distinguish between what really matters and what is less important.

Jean-Luc Aubert is a psychologist specialising in children and adolescents. He worked for many years
as a school psychologist, counselling thousands of children and teenagers and their parents. During that time, he
wrote many books, including Violence dans les écoles (Editions Odile Jacob, 2001), Cette enfant qui n’écoute
jamais (A. Michel, 2006), Les Sept Piliers de l’éducation (A. Michel, 2009) and Une petite psychologie de
l’élève (Dunod, 2007).
Parents often undergo a shock when their children reach adolescence. All of a sudden, parents find
themselves incapable of understanding their offspring. Why have their children become so rude? What has made
them so aggressive? Why are they so moody? Why do they never put their things away or tidy up their rooms?
Why do parents have to keep repeating everything? Why have the children’s friends become all-important?
The author answers these and many other questions that the parents of teenagers often ask themselves.
For most parents the main concern is: how to reopen the lines of communication with a child who has ceased
listening? They also wonder: how is this going to evolve? What are the risks? What should be cause for concern?
What should be less worrying? What are the danger signs to look out for? And, above all, what should parents do
to prevent dangerous behaviour? How can parents best accompany their children through their teenage years?
Jean-Luc Aubert offers clear approaches to all these concerns and provides the keys to help parents
understand their child. He explains how and why teenagers behave as they do and suggests how to deal with
specific types of behaviour, in order to re-establish communication and recover a more tranquil day-to-day
existence.

Haeventorst, Lucia: COMMENT POURRIR LA VIE DE SON PATRON (HOW TO
MAKE YOU BOSS’S LIFE HELL)
(Fayard, May 2015, 200 pages)
!

A therapeutic book that makes light of your worst nightmare.

!

The present guide isn’t about stirring up a revolution. On the contrary, it is about the need to implement
a healthier balance at the workplace, ASAP!

Is your boss cold, hypocritical and despotic? Would things at the workplace be a lot better if your boss
were not such an idiot, if your boss paid more attention, if your boss were an actual human being?
How to Make Your Boss’s Life Hell is a handy user’s manual for workhands, employees, managers and
civil servants of all stripe, complete with 150 low blows for destroying your boss’s mental health and reputation,
at work, at home and everywhere in between. It is also a comprehensive list of techniques, from the juvenile to
the radical, for sabotaging an entire company, without weapon or bomb!
Has the specter of hierarchy haunted you your entire live? Well now you know it’s all a house of
cards...

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email: anastassia.lester@free.fr

53

PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP
Lucia Haeventorst is the spokesperson for a five person group of managers and CEOs, all of whom
prefer to remain anonymous. The book was co-authored with Philippe Dylewski, a negotiations and strategic
intelligence consultant in Belgium.

Giammarinaro, Martine & Lamure, Dominique: YOGITO - YOGA FOR CHILDREN
New colour edition
(Éditions de l’Homme, Spring 2015, 128 pages)
!

The easy-to-understand story of the Yogito character gives children a better understanding of the
philosophy underlying this discipline. Since the poses are performed by children, young readers can more
easily imagine themselves doing them too.

!

A playful approach to yoga for children! Little characters in play dough, drawings and children’s
vocabulary emphasize the playfulness of the book.

Nowadays, whether at school or in front of the computer, TV, or video games, children spend a lot of
time sitting. In their daily lives, they also experience a significant amount of stress, caused by an often
overloaded schedule that leaves them little time to play freely and develop their creativity. As far as wellbeing is
concerned, the positive effects of yoga are no longer in doubt. Adapted to children’s needs, this practice will help
them find a balance between their in- ternal and external worlds. What’s more, yoga can help them become
aware of their bodies and let go of tension, wake up their minds, stimulate their imagination, promote relaxation
and improve their self-control.
Designed for ages 6 to 14, this book offers a playful ap- proach to poses and breathing and relaxation
exercises to help children discover the benefits of yoga in daily life and incorporate the practice easily into their
routines, at home or at school.
A teacher of yoga to adults and children in school settings, Martine Giammarinaro was trained in the
Sivananda school in France and India and holds a certificate in RYE (Research on Yoga in Education).
For more than twenty-five years, Dominique Lamure has taught yoga to adults, pregnant women, and
children. Certified in RYE and trained in the Sivananda school (India, France and Canada), he is also a
naturopath and shiatsu practitioner.

Ménard, Ève: FUN CHALLENGES AND TIPS FROM A PRO
LITTLE GAMES FOR EVERYDAY LEARNING, FOR CHILDREN AGED 4 TO 6
(Éditions de l’Homme, February 2015, 136 pages)
!

Practical tools to help children develop their full potential!

!

Clear presentation of the various stages of child development. Answers basic questions about child
development and how to support the child as he develops.

!

A dynamic book whose practical approach enables parents to apply the theories of education specialists
on a daily basis. Tools whose simple construction is explained step by step using coloured photographs.

How can we help children build more harmonious relation- ships with those around them? How can we
give them the tools to deal with conflicts? How can we instil the idea of sharing and develop their sense of
teamwork? How can we teach them to channel their overflowing energy and manage their emotions? How can
we accompany them down the road to independence and make sure they have solid self-esteem, without spoiling
them too much? How can we help them look forward enthusiastically to starting school? How can we handle
unsuitable behaviour and appropriately reward their efforts?
Learning to manage their own emotions Encouraging independence Maintaining harmonious.
A special education technician, Ève Ménard has ap- proximately fifteen years of experience in schools,
working with children who are coping with behaviour, developmental or language problems. Fascinated by
everything to do with childhood and the mother of three young children, she works tirelessly to make parentchild relationships less mysterious, calmer and more harmonious. With much hu- mour, she suggests original
tools that let everyone express themselves and, most importantly, reach their full potential!
Humorous comments to help tone down difficult situations and assist in understanding theoretical
concepts. By the same author BED-TIME, POTTY-TIME AND TIPS FROM A PRO For children aged 2 to 4
Rights sold to Italy.
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Pr. Houel, Annik: RIVALITES FEMININES AU TRAVAIL (FEMALE RIVALRY IN
THE WORKPLACE)
(Odile Jacob, October 2014, 176 pages)
!

With a preface by Christophe Dejours, a recognised expert in occupational stress.

!

Based on concrete workplace situations, this is a daring book that tackles a long-taboo subject.

!

Written in an accessible style a new picture of women’s position in the job market and the difficult
relations they must overcome

Rivalry between women in the workplace has interested few researchers in the past — perhaps because
the subject is taboo or maybe because this form of ‘female misogyny’ enables men to maintain a position of
privilege and to keep women from rising above the glass ceiling.
Based on numerous interviews, often including accusations of moral harassment by women against
women (these being much more common than is generally believed), the author analyses aspects of female
rivalry. She argues that these accusations are but the tip of the iceberg of much deeper problems, which are
frequently revealed when a woman redirects her attack against her ‘other’ self, one that is represented by other
women or by another woman, and especially against ‘the boss’.
The roots of this redirection lie in the unconscious, in the little girl’s past, when she had to face her
mother who represented all other women. The child’s past is what generates problems among women in the
workplace, but it also enables us to analyse the role that rivalry plays in the conflicts women encounter,
regardless of their qualifications or of their position in the hierarchy.
Pr. Annik Houel is professor emerita of social psychology at Lyon-2 University. She is notably the
author (with Patricia Mercader and Helga Sobota) of PSYCHOSOCIOLOGIE DU CRIME PASSIONNEL
(PUF, 2008) and of L’ADULTÈRE AU FÉMININ ET SON ROMAN (Armand Colin, Paris, 1999).

David, Myriam: L'ENFANT DE 2 A 6 ANS THE CHILD FROM 2 TO 6
(Dunod, 6th ed. 2014, 132 pages)
!

Series: The Child from 6 to 11; The Child from from O to 2 (2013)

The period following infancy, dealt with in The Child from 0 to 2, is that in which the so-called
‘oedipal’ situations take place. The author shows their predominant role while avoiding daunting schematization
in this domain,. This work deals with life with others, the burgeoning and orientation of sexuality, the discovery
of identity in boys and girls. This period of existence from 2 to 6, when well understood, provides adults with
new possibilities for exchanges within the family and during the first years of scholastic life.
Myriam David (1917-2004) was a psychoanalyst, paediatrician, and psychiatriste. A pio- neer in the
field of mother-child relationships, her research and findings have served as an example for clinical observation
and scientific approach to such questions.

TRAVEL GUIDES & GASTRONOMY
Crochemore, Hélène: NO COMPRENDO NO PROBLEMO
(First, April 2015, 21 pages)
500 pictograms to show what you cannot say. The small drawings are grouped in categories.
A pocket-size, easy to carry format to help you ommunicate without words everywhere in the
World !
!

Two distinct voices raised in concert against the GMOs, pesticides and food additives that are poisoning
us. An unusual format: written as a dialogue, with tempting recipes between each chapter.

!

Extremely well-documented and easy-to-read, this book aims to reveal the political-financial scandal that
is playing with public health.

!

The presentation of a highly controversial “in vivo” study run by Gilles-Éric Séralini for over two years,
which challenges the methods and the result of pro-GMO lobby’s studies.
In the shape of an accordion, this practical and clever little travel book will make your trip really easier!
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Wherever you are traveling, whether you are at the Eskimos’, the Gaùchos’, the Bakongos’, and you are
looking for a place to sleep, a restaurant, or a hospital: no problemo Show them a picto and follow their info.
To hell with the quiproquos and the “no comprendos”, now that you have our pictos, you will all be
heroes! A graduate from the Arts Déco of Paris, Hélène Cochemore is a graphist and an illustrator. David is a
designer and an editor in advertisement.

Marie-Sophie L.: L’INSTANT CRU. 100 RECETTES INCROYABLES MAIS CRUES
(RAW FOODING. 100 INCREDIBLY RAW RECIPES)
(Albin Michel, April 2015, 176 pages)
!

A new and funny way to cook without risking to burn one self.

!

Cooking has become fashionable, but still, a lot need to be explored and gets to be discovered: raw
cooking is one of them
A jubilant and creative invitation to rethink food and rediscover the enjoyment of eating it… entirely

raw!
In raw cuisine, everything is possible, or almost: lasagnes, risottos, crepes, lemon tarts, cheeses, bread,
crispy cookies with melt-in-the-mouth caramel apples, and much more. Simple preparation (a mixer and a
blender will do!) ensures that nutrients are perfectly conserved.
What interests Marie-Sophie most is combining flavours, textures and aromas to rediscover the pleasure
and sensuality of taste. She creates her recipes from vegetables, leaves, shoots, fruits, seeds and nuts, excluding
all animal products except milk and pollen.
Marie-Sophie L., Raw Chef, gives cooking lessons and invites people to discover raw foodism at
didactic dinners and initiation tasting sessions (www.linstantcru.com). She was trained in California in the best
cooking schools, including The Living Light Culinary Art Institute.

Tibère, Valentine: 101 CHOCOLATS A DECOUVRIR (101 CHOCOLATES TO
DISCOVER)
(Dunod, October 2014, 224 pages)
Like great wines, chocolates have their “grands crus.” A new generation of chocolatiers is keeping alive
the spirit of the past to make chocolate, using only the best cocoa beans, that combines finesse and subtlety.
Often carrying the name of the plantation, as a wine does its domain, these cocoa beans come from Africa
(Cameroon, Madagascar), Central America (Honduras, Mexico, Panama), South America (Ecuador, Brazil), the
Caribbean (Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago), Asia and Ocea- nia (Philippines, Vietnam). The work of chocolatiers
makes it possible to present the cocoa bean at its best and to appreciate its spicy aromas: toasted, fruity, vegetal
or floral. This guide presents a selection of 101 chocolates made by chocolatiers, mainly French, Swiss and
Belgian, as much discoveries as the author’s favorites. The details of region, soil, and growing methods along
with many anecdotes, legends and information about chocolate are given for each one.
Valentine Tibere is a journalist, writer, and “chocolatologist”. Member of the Chocolate Crunchers
Association and expert at Chocolate University, she is the co-author of Larousse du Chocolat (with
Pierre Hermé) and the author of THE ROADS OF CHOCOLATE: MEXICO. Tibere is also Latin America’s
Ambassadress at Salon du Chocolat, Paris.

De Barry, Nicolas: 101 PARFUMS A DECOUVRIR (101 PERFUMES TO DISCOVER)
(Dunod, October 2014, 224 pages)
A perfume is a scent, a wake, an image, a story, a message, a bottle, a name. It is also a world of
emotions. This little guide presents 101 perfumes that one should experience in one’s life. Far from being a
catalogue, it reflects the author’s personal subjective choice. Better than anyone else, De Barry relates with
emotion and sometimes humor, the history, anecdotes, joy and pleasure surrounding each perfume, as well as the
thread that links it to fashion, the choice of a star to represent a particular fragrance, the sensorial perception of a
bottle (for one sees before smelling). Each perfume is presented in a two-page spread monograph illustrated with
a high-quality image of each perfume and practical information about its olfactory pyramid, its range, and its
brand.
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Nicolas de Barry is a perfume maker. He is also the author of several books on perfumery, including
DES PARFUMS À FAIRE SOI MÊME, L’ABC- DAIRE DES PARFUMS, L’INDE DES PARFUMS. He also
organizes workshops for students of Ecoles de parfumerie et de cosmétique.

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS
Lavoine, Sarah: AINSI SOIT STYLE (FRENCH STYLE LESSONS)
(Fayard, October 2015, 192 pages)
Recipes, addresses, tips, advice and guidelines are brought together here, in a lavishly illustrated book
which, like its author, is modern and exuberant, refreshing and rock- inflected, but also practical, esthetic and
generous. in other words, a source of inspiration to brighten everyday life.
For the first time ever, Sarah Lavoine tells all: How to give your living room new life with candles,
accessories and a subtle interplay of shape and color? How to turn a trip to the flea market into a genuine
treasure hunt? How to organize an impromptu get-together with friends? How to stimulate your children’s
curiosity and give them a taste for art, while teaching them good manners and respect for others? How to be chic
and sexy, every minute of the day, with a minimum amount of effort?
Sarah Lavoine is one of france’s prominent interior designers. She has multiplied her achievements in
the past ten years, imposing a unique style that is both contemporary and easygoing. French through and
through, yet open to cultures from around the world, from Bali to Morocco by way of New York, this mother of
three, with children ages 17, 10 and 5, runs a highly successful interior design agency. She has worked on a
number of prestigious projects, including collaborations with the victoria 1836 restaurant in paris, l’oréal,
bernardaud (porcelain artisan) and La Redoute.
For over ten years, Sarah Lavoine has been creating unique interiors that are seemingly imbued with
both silence and energy at the same time, between shadow and light. Her Parisian taste – elegant, refined,
rigorous and inspired by wanderlust – forms the basis of all her work. In continual dialogue with the ideas and
inspiration she has collected over the years, Sarah Lavoine defines a new lifestyle à la Française. She suggests to
her clients original ways of accenting rooms and profiting from space, of optimising natural light and making
colours pop.
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