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FICTION
BEST-SELLERS 2016
Bourdeaut, Olivier: EN ATTENDANT BOJANGLES (WAITING FOR BOJANGLES)
(Editions Finitude, January 2016, 160 pages)
English sample chapter available!
245,000 copies sold!
Awarded the Grand Prix RTL-LIRE and, the Prix des Etudiants France Culture-Télérama and
the Prix du ROMAN FRANCE-TELEVISIONS.
Ø

A wacky family whose madness is so appealing it’s almost contagious.

Ø

An exuberantly madcap saga that will make readers want to enter the characters’ unlikely world,
on the verge of insanity.

Ø

Colorful writing that switches easily between humor and emotion: readers will swing delightfully
from laughter to tears, from the first to the last page.

The wacky tale of an extraordinary couple, for which every day has to be special, seen through their
only child innocent eyes.
Along with his whimsical mom who changes names every day and his writer father who is as surprising
as he is unpredictable, the narrator lives in an apartment filled with weird and wonderful objects, overseen by a
demoiselle crane. Every day, his parents dance to Nina Simone’s "Mister Bojangles" over and over, in front of
their spellbound son. They have deliberately chosen to turn their backs on adult responsibilities in order to enjoy
a sometimes risky spontaneity. But the real world finally catches up with them. When the family gets into
trouble with administrative services, the mother slides into true madness, and is committed against her will. The
threesome is introduced to the surprising and sometime hilarious world of insanity, with all sorts of borderline
and unusual people. Willing to do anything to get her out of there, the father and son foment a tremendous
kidnapping. Readers will follow them into this unusual but marvelous adventure.
Olivier Bourdeaut was born in 1980 in a house with no television, so he has been a voracious reader
since a very young age. He hesitated for a long time before he decided to write, because he felt so puny
compared to the writers on his bookshelf. But a “surge of megalomania” (in his own words) allowed him to
finish his first novel, “En attendant Bojangles”.
Rights sold: in Germany (Piper), Spain and Spanish world (Salamandra), Catalan (Salamandra), Italy
(Neri Pozza), Denmark (Jensen & Dalgaard), Sweden (Sekwa), Netherlands (Wereld Bibliotheek), Bulgaria
(Colibri), Czech Republic (Albatros Media), Hungary (Magveto), Portugal (Guerra & Paz), Korea (Jaeum &
Moeum), US and English world (Simon & Schuster), Israel (Kinneret), China (Shangai 99), Brazil (Autentica),
Norway (Cappelan), Romania (Nemira), Turkey (Epsilon), Poland (WAB Foksal), Slovakia (Ikar), Latvia (Janis
Roze), Lithuania (Lithuanian Writer’s association), Japan (Shuei Sha), Finland, Greece (Stereoma) and Russia
(Phantom-Press)!
French pocket rights preempted (Folio)!!
“Olivier Bourdeaut entre en littératuure avec une histoire simple, belle, folle et triste. Son récit navigue
entre la légèreté du Vian de “l’Ecume des jours” et le roman d’apprentissage à la Salinger.” Le Figaro
“Les bons sentiments font parfois les bons livres, et c’est le cas de cette histoire drôle, inventive et
touchante, dont le ton malin et personnel séduit à chaque page.” Technikart
“Un roman audacieux et rythmé dans lequel les influences de Vian et de Lewis Carroll se marient avec
talent.” Point de vue
“On retrouve ici le sens du rythme et de la prose imagée de l’Écume des jours de Vian, et la légèreté du
désespoir de Tendre est la nuit de Fitzgerald. À l’instar des deux classiques, “En attendant Bojangles” se lit
comme une belle histoire d’amour fou.” Les Inrockuptibles
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“Il y a quelque chose qui, à chaque page, rappelle joliment la légèreté du Vian de l’Écume des jours.
Tout pour plaire en somme, et à tout lecteur de 7 à 77 ans.” - Livres-Hebdo

Boltanski, Christophe: LA CACHE (THE HIDEOUT)
(Stock, August, 2015 344 pages)
Movie rights sold!
Awarded the Prix Fémina and the Prix des Prix 2015!
80,000 copies sold!!!
Ø

Like Georges Perec’s TALES OF ELLIS ISLAND, this funny and affectionate autobiographical
narrative about a man searching for his own identity goes in search of the history of a family
that has tried to erase every trace of its own past.

Ø

An elegantly ironic writing style that intertwines descriptions of the characters to a place, as if
the author were trying to anchor a rootless family.

Ø

Complex, multi-facetted characters described seriously, but with humor, too. Christophe
Boltanski’s journalistic style grants their story factual and historical depth.

In a similar vein to Georges Perec, Christophe Boltanski offers readers an extremely moving first novel
about the story of his family, Jews who emigrated from Russia to Paris at the turn of the last century. From the
massacres of Odessa to their support for the Algerian Liberation Front, the author looks back over almost a
century of history, including both World Wars , the Shoah and the Occupation.
Upon arriving in France, the Boltanskis move into an apartment on Rue de Grenelle, which they
immediately start calling “The Hideout.” At once a refuge and a prison, it protects the family from antiSemitism while cutting them off from the outside world. The apartment’s complicated layout and many nooks
and crannies are like symbols of past suffering endured. Described one by one, each member of the family is
shrouded in mystery; between their murky pasts and their multiple identities multiples, they are like pieces of a
puzzle that can’t be solved. With restraint and a dash of self-deprecating humor, the narrator manages to follow
the path of events the family lived through in order to recompose his family’s painful and fragile history.
Christophe Boltanski is a journalist and war reporter for the national daily Libération and the magazine
Le Nouvel Observateur. His previous book MINERAIS DE SANG (Gallimard, 2014) was an investigation into
modern slavery. LA CACHE is his first novel.
Rights sold in: Germany (Hanser), Greece (Utopia), Italy (Sellerio), Netherlands (Cossee), Romania (Casa Carti
de Stiinta), Spain (Siruela) and USA (University of Chicago Press, WEL); Film rights sold to ID Unlimited
“A magnificent Perec- like book.” L’Obs
“Subtle and precise.” Libération
“The incarnate portrait of the Boltanski family, both peculiar and fascinating” Livres Hebdo

Enard, Mathias: BOUSSOLE (COMPASS)
(Actes Sud, August 2015, 378 pages)
Winner of the Prix Goncourt 2015
and Prix des Libraires de Nancy/LE POINT Magazine
Listed for the Prix Femina, Prix Interallié, Prix Jean Giono and Prix du Style
# 1 on Bestseller Lists, more than 300.000 copies sold !
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Ø

The lush and masterful writing that is Mathias Enard’s signature style takes readers for a whirl
on a passion-filled literary merry-go-round.

Ø

A dense and detailed saga bringing both Eastern and Western history to life that weaves them
together with a tale of falling in love and journeys of self-discovery.

Ø

A knowledgeable description of the arts and sciences of the Middle East, and of their
contributions to western culture, which are still little-known and often ignored in the West.

Ø

A precise evocation of Orientalism and the Orientalists, from its 19th-century roots to the present,
including the controversies and key figures (Goethe, Lawrence of Arabia, Louis Massignon,
Edward Said and others).

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
After ZONE, PARLE-LEUR DE BATAILLES, DE ROIS ET D’ELEPHANTS (“Talk to them about
Battles, Kings and Elephants), and RUE DES VOLEURS (“Thief Street”)... Mathias Énard’s impressive writing
career blossoms into full maturity in this epic saga that is also an ode to the Middle East. A passionate love
affair told over a background brimming over with fascinating information about Middle Eastern culture.
Franz Ritter is unwell. Hunkered down in his Vienna apartment, this musicologist specialized in Middle
Eastern influences is suffering from insomnia. All night long, he reflects on his love for Sarah, a French
Orientalist who he first met at a conference in Austria. Their story unfolds over a background of the history of
Orientalism, the modern Arab world and its upheavals (the Arab spring, the Islamic Caliphate the Iranian
revolution and more) as well as his own travels to Istanbul, Damascus, Teheran and elsewhere, where he
frequently runs into Sarah. The bumps in their relationship will be resolved in the morning, when Franz receives
an e-mail from Sarah, announcing her arrival in Vienna and her love for him.
A passion-filled inventory of the East’s incredible contributions to Western culture and identity,
BOUSSOLE is a melancholic, enveloping novel that digs through memories of centuries of dialogue and artistic
influences in an attempt to heal the wounds of the present. BOUSSOLE is a sublime tale, a Middle-Eastern
variation on Claudio Magris’ DANUBE, in which the many disparate charms of a little-known world are
intertwined.
Born in 1972, Mathias Enard studied Persian and had several extended stays in the Middle East. He now
lives in Barcelona. This is his sixth novel published by Actes Sud, after: LA PERFECTION DU TIR (2003, Prix
des Cinq Continents de la Fancophonie; Babel n° 903), REMONTER L’ORENOQUE (2005), ZONE (2008, Prix
Décembre, Prix du Livre Inter; Babel n° 1020), PARLE-LEUR DE BATAILLES, DE ROIS ET
D’ELEPHANTS (2010, Prix Goncourt des Lycéens, Prix du Livre en Poitou-Charentes 2011) and RUE DES
VOLEURS (2012).
Rights sold: US (New Directions), UK (Fitzcarraldo), Italy (e/o Edizioni), Germany (Hanser Berlin),
Spain (Literatura Random House), Croatia (Fraktura), Netherlands (Arbeiderspers), Portugal (Dom Quixote),
Greece (Stereoma), catalan (Empuries), China (Shanghaï 99), Turkey (Can), Bulgaria (Prozoretz), Ukraine (Old
Lion), Slovenia (MKZ), Serbia (Akademska Kniga), Arabic (Al-Kamel), Albania (Buzuku), Poland
(Wydawnictwo Literackie), Hungary (Magveto Kiado).
“C'est l'un des plus beaux livres de l'année. (...) roman somptueux. (...) Grandiose !” L'Express
“Dans Boussole, le romancier invite à une nuit d'insomnie et à un voyage dans les souvenirs d'un
musicologue amoureux du Proche-Orient. Hypnotique. Boussole, dont chaque page sort le lecteur de lui-même,
le confronte à une infinité de sujets et de personnages dont il ignore tout pour les lui rendre plus proches. “ Le
Monde des Livres
“Superbement noués dans Boussole, les liens entre Orient et Occident ressemblent à la relation entre
Franz et Sarah : passionnée, contrariée, tissée de désir et de frustration, de fantasmes et d'incompréhensions.
Sublime et tragique histoire d'amour.” Les Inrockuptibles

Fouchet, Lorraine: ENTRE CIEL ET LOU (IN LOU’S TWILIGHT)
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2016, 432 pages)
Awarded the Prix Bretagne.
Ø

The setting on the island of Groix, which is reminiscent of The Guernsey Literary and PotatoPeel Pie Society for the friendly solidarity and the island atmospherics.

Ø

The multiple points of view make for a very lively narrative, one that will make readers feel very
close to the characters.

Ø

A novel that reminds readers about the most fundamental values: love, a sense of humor, and
communication.

Ø

With this good family saga filled with laughs, disputes and love that is a veritable page turning
and feel good book, the author touches each of us and will warm up our long winter evenings.

Ø

The author's previous novels have already been translated in Germany (Lübbe), Italy (Garzanti),
Greece (Horizon) and Slovakia.

In the charming setting of the Île of Groix, off the coast of Brittany, a widower has been tasked by his
deceased wife with making their children happy: he'll do his best.
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Lou, 56, has just passed away, leaving her widowed husband, Jo, in deep despair. Even her children and
grandchildren feel like orphans, because Lou was the keystone of the family. In her will, she sets a final
challenge for Jo: do whatever it takes to make their children happy. It won’t be easy for this former cardiologist
who had returned to his native island for a peaceful retirement in the company of his wife and his old friends. He
was no longer very close to his children, whose lives he doesn’t really understand. But he has no choice but to
honor Lou’s memory, and her last wish.
Between a self-defensive son and a broken-hearted daughter, it’s a difficult mission… but one that
reserves him some pleasant surprises as well. It’s never too late to reconnect, and their family bonds will be
strengthened by the ordeals they face together. Lou will have gotten what she wanted: making sure her whole
family is happy, even without her.
Lorraine Fouchet was born in 1956 in Neuilly-sur-Seine. She’s a writer, a screenwriter and also a
doctor. ENTRE CIEL ET LOU is her seventeenth novel.
Rights sold: Germany (Hoffmann und Campe/ Atlantik (Daniel Kampa), Spain/Castillan (Roca
Editorial), Spain/Catalan (La Campana), Italy (Garzanti), Poland (Media Rodzina) and the Netherlands (Nieuw
Amsterdam).
“Voilà ce qui s’appelle un roman tonique et revigorant (…) qui ferait un excellent scénario pour
unecomédie romantique à la française. Parce qu’il y a plein de bons sentiments, des paysages superbes ;
beaucoup d’amour. Et, évidemment, un happy end. ” Sud Ouest

Heuse, Dalila: LA PUDEUR DES SENTIMENTS (EMOTIONAL RESTRAINT)
(Fayard, June 2016, 304 pages)
Ø

Three interwoven stories whose shared plot keeps readers on tenterhooks until the very last page.

Ø

A simple and restrained writing style that portrays the atrocities suffered without resorting to
voyeurism, and focuses on the character’s extraordinary courage.

Ø

A true story, right up to the author’s mailing the novel to her own father.

With overwhelming sincerity, the author renders the incredible life story of a little girl, a victim of
incest, who rises above her pain and suffering to build a full life as a woman.
One day, Louis Hanotte, a painter in his seventies who has been amnesiac for over 15 years, receives a
package in the mail: an autobiographic novel by a woman whose name means nothing to him. His curiosity
aroused, he abandons his canvases and becomes absorbed by the book. In it, Doriane Hector describes how her
father – a violent and authoritarian man who destroyed their family – abused her from the time she was five
years old. Deeply affected by the book, Louis desperately wants to know what his connection to the unknown
author of the book could be.
At the same time, in an intensive care unit, Léa, a businesswoman in her fifties, is fighting for her life
after a terrible car accident. Her mother, Marie, watches over her with supernatural devotion. The two women
can finally speak to each other after years of leaving the most important things unspoken.
A message of hope for everyone who has been damaged by life, this novel, written with great restraint,
shows how with courage, determination and a mother’s love, human beings are capable of rising above
everything, including the unspeakable.
Born in Belgium, Dalila Heuse is in her fifties. LA PUDEUR DES SENTIMENTS is her first novel.
Rights sold: Slovenia (Mohorjeva).
“A novel that really hits you in the gut” Sylvie, book-lover
“A lushly intense text and a beautiful writing style for a first novel.” Elsa, book-lover
“Readers will be carried away on a deep flood of feeling; the book’s sincerity is both overwhelming and
upsetting.” Théo, book-lover

Nicolas Robin: ROLAND EST MORT (ROLAND IS DEAD)
Anne Carrière, March 2016, 250 pages
12,000 copies sold!
Ø

6

A surprising imagination combined with an immense sensitivity that offers unexpected
situations.
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Ø

A novel unlike any other.

Ø

An outstanding novel in which the narrator shares both his thoughts and setbacks with selfderision and irony.
A fascinating and endearing character: disillusioned and misanthropic, he’s actually a broken man suffering
from loneliness.
Roland is dead. Fallen headlong in the poodle’s dog biscuit bag, firemen found him eight days later.
They removed the body and got rid of his dog by giving it to the next-door neighbour: an almost forty-years-old
unemployed man who feels very lonely. This one can’t say he really knew Roland but he should have guessed
something was wrong since he hadn’t heard Mireille Mathieu’s songs for days! First he gets his dog and then his
ashes, wondering what he could do with that. He’ll try to do all his best to get rid of it but deep down inside, he
knows that he feels much better since Roland, even if he’s dead, arrived in his life.
Nicolas Robin was born in 1976. He works in the tourist industry and travels the world. He has already
published two books, BEBE REQUIN and SUPER TRAGIQUE.
Rights sold: Germany (Blanvalet).
French pocket rights sold after auction to: Le Livre de Poche.
“An exceptional novel, captivating, throbbing, with unexpected twists and turns.” Télé Z
“Between a huis-clos and a road movie, this cynical yet tender comedy probes the theme of solitude
with great delicacy. Droll, sincere, bathed in emotion (...) A gem.” Metronews
“Behind the often laconic style, sensitivity is always lying in ambush in this extremely original novel.”
L’Express
“Outstandingly well-written, packed with natural mischief and a delightful imagination.” Le Parisien
“A treasure of black humour.” Paris Match
“The wit is sparkling, with a touch of ferocious irony that occasionally pauses to let a gleam of
poignant tenderness appear.” Marie France

Seurat, Alexandre: LA MALADROITE (CLUMSY GIRL)
(Le Rouergue, August 2015, 128 pages)
20,000 copies sold!
Winner of Prix “Envoyé par la poste”, new literary prize rewarding a manuscript sent by post.
Shortlisted for the Prix Régine Desforges.
N° 8 in Livres Hebdo’s Top 20 of Booksellers’ favorite French novels/Fall 2015.
Was long-listed for the Prix Femina, was one of five finalists for the Prix du Roman FNAC.
The publisher chose to publish this debut novel by a complete stranger because they were convinced
about the strength and necessity to address the difficult subject of child abuse.
In a docu-fiction way, the author chose to give voice to all the witnesses: teachers, family, police, social
services; all left powerless and horrified as they only speak up after the final tragedy. An efficient, fact oriented,
straight-to-the-point read that opens to debate and discussion. Based on a true event, this first novel is written in
a style utterly free of artifice and has a breath-taking authenticity. It is a compulsive read, leaving us reeling. An
extraordinarily necessary book.
It all starts with a “Missing persons” announcement for an eight-year-old girl. Her former teacher
realises immediately that she hasn’t been kidnapped but that her parents are responsible for her “disappearance”.
One by one the powerless witnesses to this drama have their say, teachers, grandmother and aunt, doctors, halfbrother, social workers, policemen. This chorus of voices lays out the events and gradually fills in the story’s
blanks. They all anticipated this imminent crisis but could do nothing to stop it.
Born in 1979, Alexandre Seurat teaches French literature in Angers. He wrote a thesis on general and
comparative literature in 2010.
Rights sold in the Netherlands (Meridiaan), Italy (Codice Edizioni), two books deal!!! And Slovenia
(Modrijan).
“Le premier roman d’Alexandre Seurat impressionne. Par sa capacité, justement, à ne pas jouer des
ressorts ouvertement émotionnels que ce type de fait divers semble appeler. Il n’en est que plus terrible, sans

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@free.fr

7

BEST-SELLERS 2016
doute, mais il a cette délicatesse des écritures respectueuses de leur sujet, cette façon d’en saisir l’essentiel sans
le jeter de manière accusatrice à la figure du lecteur.” Le Monde des Livres
“LA MALADROITE est un texte qu’il faut lire, quelles que soient ses appréhensions. On en sort
étonnamment réconforté par la puissance des mots et de la littérature, qui savent donner corps, esprit et vie à
tous ceux que d’autres nient.” Le Monde des Livres
“La force de ce roman choral : reconstituer une mécanique mortelle en juxtaposant sans commentaires
les voix de ceux qui ont vu et n’ont rien pu faire, de ceux qui n’ont pas voulu voir.” Livres Hebdo
“Entre effroi et malaise, on lit ce roman poignant en apnée, avec la sensation de faire face à une force
venimeuse, contre laquelle on ne peut rien.” Elle
Une charge magistrale, un récit saisissant dont on sort bouleversé.” L’Obs

Laurens, Camille: CELLE QUE VOUS CROYEZ (THE PERSON YOU THINK I AM)
(Gallimard, January 2016, 192 pages)
First print-run – 32 500 copies in France
Ø

Five years after her latest book Romance nerveuse Camille Laurens returns to the novel in
which thanks to a fake Facebook profile a woman manipulates a younger man enjoying herself
and her readers

This is the story of Claire Millecam, a 48 year old woman, teacher, divorced, who creates a fake profile
on Facebook to try to have access to information about Jo, her occasional, elusive and inconstant lover. Under
the false identity of Claire Antunès, a young and beautiful 24 year old woman, she starts a correspondence with
Chris, a 36 years old friend of Jo, soon turning into a virtual love affair…
The person you think I am asks the question about feminine desire in relation to the time which passes,
and more generally, gives a detailed view of love in a time of social media networks. Facebook appears to allow
you to expose yourself publically, to indulge in secrets, but above all to lie, to invest in another life, a mixture of
sentimental naivety and manipulative perversity, which does not compare unfavorably to the short stories and
debauched novels of the 18th century.
Novelist Camille Laurens lives in Paris. She received in 2000 the prestigious literary prize “Prix
Femina” for Dans ces bras-là. Her published works with Gallimard include: Tissé par mille (2008) and Romance
nerveuse (2010).
Rights sold: USA (Other Press), Greece (Gema), Romania (Nemira), Serbia under negociation.
“Un roman délicieusement roué, où se mélangent gravité et grâce joueuse avec une grande puissance
de séduction.” Le Monde des Livres
“D'une écriture brillante, Celle que vous croyez brasse avec vivacité, franchise et cruauté les questions
de l'âge, de la trahison, du désir, du plaisir - sexuel et textuel.” Les Echos

Trévidic, Marc: AHLAM (AHLAM)
(JC Lattes, January 2016, 340 pages)
45 000 copies sold in France
Marc Trévidic is a French judge and widely known expert on antiterrorism and terrorist networks. In
this novel, he presents the unrelenting, chilling portrait of a world capsizing into madness.
When Paul, a famous French painter, arrives in Kerkennah, Tunisia, in the year 2000, the island is a tiny
paradise for all those seeking peace and beauty. He settles in “the house on the sea” and begins what will become
an enduring friendship with the family of a local fisherman, Fa- rhat. The artist grows particularly close to
Farhat’s children, Issam and Ahlam, both incredibly gifted in music and painting. Paul begins to hope that the
three of them together might realize his dream of creating a unique and global work that would combine all the
arts.
Ten years go by and the troubles of the world reach Kerkennah. Ben Ali is deposed and radical Islam is
gaining ground. The clash between artistic beauty and religious fanaticism begins.
Marc Trévidic is a judge specialized in antiterrorism with the French high court in Paris and one of the
leading international experts on terrorist networks. He is the author of two highly praised books, Au Coeur de
l’antiterrorisme and Terroristes, both published with Lattès in 2010 and 2013. He is also president of the AFMI
(Association Française des Magistrats Instructeurs).
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Rights sold to: Rowholt (Germany), Utopia (Greece), Muvelt Nep (Hungary), Rizzoli (Italy), Suma
(Spain)
“This first novel is a gripping portrait of Tunisian youth torn between radical Islam and progress. Proof
that fiction can be as powerful as non-fiction in portraying reality.” Lire
“Like a crime novel, we are immediately caught up in a relentless, merciless forward momentum.”
Télérama
“Sometimes it’s fiction that illustrates reality best. A riveting narrative that dissects its subject without
judgment – the tour de force of a man of law who is also a novelist.” Le Parisien Magazine
“In his first novel, Ahlam, Marc Trevidic takes on fanaticism. Armed with his experience, he describes
the mechanisms of indoctrination to better eradicate it.” Le Soi

Darrieussecq, Marie: ETRE ICI EST UNE SPLENDEUR (BEING HERE IS A
SPLENDOUR)
(POL, March 2016, 155 pages)
40 000 copies sold in France
Ø

The life of Paula Modersohn-Becker, a major, visionary figure in German expressionism.
Inspired by Matisse and Picasso, she was close to Rodin, Rilke and the Nabi movement.

Ø

A woman who flew in the face of the conventions of her time, choosing to focus on her career as
an artist rather than to embrace her destiny as a wife and mother.

Ø

A clear, insightful and enjoyable style that suits the rich and fascinating life of the artist it
describes perfectly.

The life of Paula Modersohn-Becker, a brilliant, independent-minded artist who contributed
extraordinary masterpieces to German avant-garde painting. Marie Darrieussecq describes this talented woman
with such insight that she brings us into the artist’s inner circle.
Paula Modersohn-Becker only wanted to be a painter. Her best friend was Rilke. She didn’t really enjoy
being married. She liked rice pudding, apple sauce, walking in heathland, Gauguin, Cézanne, swimming in the
sea, being naked in the sun, reading whereas earning money. She may have wanted a child – her letters and
diaries are ambiguous about it. She has been here for real, from 1876 to 1907.
Paula Modersohn-Becker will be exhibited at the Modern Art Museum in Paris in 2016.
Marie Darrieussecq was born in 1969 in the Basque Country. She’s a writer and a psychoanalyst. She
won the Prix Médicis with her last novel IL FAUT BEAUCOUP AIMER LES HOMMES published in 2013.
Rights sold to : China (SDX Joint Publishing Compagny) Holland (De Arbeiderspers) UK/Australia
(Text Publishing) Denmark (Tiderne Skifter) Updated
“On comprend vite ce qui a fasciné l’écrivaine dans cette figure de femme artiste : création au féminin,
corps et maternité, il est facile de voir ce qui résonne.” Livres Hebdo
“Read between the lines, this very beautiful text is as a feminist manifesto, constantly questioning the
place of women in art.” Les Inrockuptibles
“A magnetic portrait of a woman which takes shape through the seemingly simple, but always so
beautiful, writing of Marie Darrieussecq.” Vogue
“Being here is so much is a biography full of life force, gracefully drafted in the present tense, in the
form of paragraphs retracing Paula’s short life. Dazzling!” Elle

Artus, Isabelle: LA PETITE BOUTIQUE JAPONAISE (THE LITTLE JAPANESE
SHOP)
(Edito editions/Mon Agent, April 2016, 310 pages)
Ø

French feel-good at it’s best with a Japanese twist.

Ø

A very rare jewel: an exotic journey into Japanese culture and traditions, as well as a search for
identity!

A Parisian geisha looks for her samurai.
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Pamela's aim in life is to become an accomplished geisha. Waitress in a Chinese restaurant in the
Parisian suburbs, she meets doctor Atsuro, owner of a small bonsai's shop. After a bleak childhood in Brittany
suburb of St-Brieuc punctuated by TV series such as Kung Fu, Thad has become the henchman of a Japanese
general. Thad and Pamela are made for each other and between them it is love at first sight. But one day Thad
disappears, leaving behind him an enigmatic letter and an heartbroken Pamela. The brave geisha does not
hesitate to leave to Tokyo to look for her warrior. But to find her lover, she will have to learn more about herself
and to live many amazing adventures in the Land of the Rising Sun.
Isabelle Artus works for a perfume company. LA PETITE BOUTIQUE JAPONAISE is her first novel!
Rights sold to France (Flammarion), Germany (Piper), Spain (Salamandra) and Italy (La Nave di
Teseo)ю Piper and Salamandra have bought the rights of this first novel after a nice 5-figures deal, French
Canada (Edito), the Netherlands (Wereldbibliotheek), Czech Republic (Argo).

Echenoz, Jean: ENVOYÉE SPÉCIALE (SPECIAL FEMALE CORRESPONDANT)
(Éditions de Minuit, January 2016, 316 pages)
Ø

With both humor and keen perception, the investigation offers a clever parody of spy novels,
whose popularity hasn’t flagged in over a century.

Ø

A darkly comic and off-beat style that plays with police and secret-service jargon to draw us into
a world of terribly perilous ambitions.

Ø

Deliberately clichéd characters, from Constance the perfectly passive, manipulated female
character in spy films, to Paul Objat, with his dubious methods.

Famous French novelist Jean Echenoz offers readers a biting parody of spy novels that reveals with a
sly grin the arcana of a world which has become totally out-of-date.
Bourgeaud, a general at the end of his career, and Paul Objat, counter-espionage agents, are looking for
a woman to send on a secret mission to North Korea. They set their sights on Constance, who will be kidnapped
and subjected to a period of isolation as training for the challenges that await her. She accepts the test with the
passivity typical of the heroines of spy novels. Catapulted into the highest spheres of Korean power, her mission
is cut short because of the extravagant amateurism and archaic practices of the secret services. The poorly
organized operation fails, and Constance and Paul Objat are the only ones who manage to slip out of the country.
This entertaining investigation offers readers all the pleasures they expect from a novel by Jean Echenoz, with
comical twists on the genre’s clichés.
Jean Echenoz was born in Orange (in the Vaucluse region) in 1947. He won the 1983 Prix Médicis
for CHEROKEE, and the 1999 Prix Goncourt for JE M'EN VAIS (I’m Gone).
Rights sold in China, Italy, Germany, Spain (catalan & castillan), Poland (Noir sur Blanc), Turkey and
the Netherlands (De Geus). Offers from Greece and Korea!!!
“En ces temps heurtés, commencer l’année 2016 avec un nouveau roman de Jean Echenoz, gorgé de
fantaisie et d’aventure, est on ne peut plus bienvenu. Pour le dire simplement : Envoyée spéciale fait du bien.
Comme de converser avec son auteur, romancier ultradoué et archi-reconnu, pourtant toujours modeste et
étranger à l’esprit de sérieux, bien que fidèle à une esthétique exigeante.” Politis
“Plus sophistiquée, plus maîtrisée que jamais, la “machine à fiction” de Jean Echenoz est une
incomparable fabrique de sortilèges...” Télérama
“Jean Echenoz, lui, au contraire de son compositeur en panne, est en grande forme. Envoyée spéciale
fait craquer les coutures du polar dans sa première partie, du roman d'espionnage dans la seconde. C'est drôle,
jouissif, subtilement ironique.” Journal du Dimanche
“Envoyée spéciale est une impeccable réussite.” La Croix

HIGHLIGHT FALL 2016
Faye, Gaël: PETIT PAYS (LITTLE COUNTRY)
(Grasset, August 2016, 224 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix du Style, Prix du Premier Roman, Prix Interallié, Grand prix du roman
de l’Académie française and the Prix du Roman des Étudiants France Culture-Télérama 2017.
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Ø

With its exceptionally extensive perspective, this first novel tells a dramatic story that the author
knows first-hand. It is shot through with light and shadows, tragedy and humour, and characters
who, each in their own way, try desperately to survive their tragedy.

Ø

Gaël Faye breathes life into a forgotten world of a child’s first years, with its joyful and secret
moments – the scent of lemongrass filling the street, evening strolls in bougainvillea-lined
byways, afternoon naps under perforated mosquito nets, futile conversations spent sitting on beer
crates, termites coming out of the woodwork on stormy days...

Ø

But also, and especially, to yell out to the universe that this world existed, with its simple
existences, daily life, and gentle rhythms, before these men and women were forced to split and
take sides, or be exiled to the four corners of the world.

In this magnificent coming-of-age novel, Gaël Faye describes an end of innocence and dives deep into
the torments and questions of a child caught in the maelstrom of history in the context of Rwandan war.
1992. Gabriel, is ten years old and lives in Burundi’s comfortable expat neighbourhood, with his French
father, an entrepreneur, his Tutsi Rwandan mother, and his little sister Ana. Gabriel spends the better part of his
time playing with friends and having fun in the tiny cul-de-sac they have turned into their kingdom. This
peaceful existence will suddenly shatter when this “little African country” is brutally hit by war. In this
magnificent coming-of-age novel, Gaël Faye describes an end of innocence and dives deep into the torments and
questions of a child caught in the maelstrom of history.
Gabriel anxiously watches his parents separate, as the civil war looms in the distance, right before the
tragedy of the Rwandan Civil War. His neighbourhood is devastated. One wave of violence is followed by
another, invading and destroying everything around him. Gabriel simply saw himself as a child, but he will soon
discover he is mixed race, Tutsi, French…
French-Rwandan, Gaël Faye is an author, composer, and rap artist. He is as influenced by Creole
literature as he is by hip hop culture, and released an album in 2010 with the group Milk Coffee & Sugar
(discovered at the Printemps de Bourges music festival). In 2013, his first solo album, Pili Pili sur un Croissant
au Beurre, appeared. It was recorded between Bujumbura and Paris, and is filled with a plethora of musical
influences: rap laced with soul and jazz, semba, Congolese rumba, sébène… Petit pays is his first novel.
Rights sold: Germany (Piper Verlag), Italy (Bompiani), Spain - Castilian (Salamandra), Spain - Catalan
(Empuries), Greece (Patakis), Turkey (Epsilon), Netherlands (Hollands Diep), Denmark (Arvids), Norway
(Gyldendal Norsk), Sweden (Norstedts), Finland (Like), China (People’s Literature PH), Japan (Hayakawa),
World english (Chatto & Windus, Hogarth-Penguin Random House), Israel (under offer), Poland (under offer).

Gaudé Laurent: ÉCOUTEZ NOS DÉFAITES (LISTEN TO OUR FAILINGS)
(Actes Sud, August 2016, 288 pages)
N°4 on the bestseller’s list!
Ø

A book that intertwines the voices and thoughts of five characters, both historical and fictive,
with verve and finesse

Ø

A journey through critical moments of ancient and contemporary history: from the bloody
battles of the American Civil War to Hannibal’s failed attempt to conquer Rome via ISIS’s
destruction of archeological sites.

Ø

A confrontation of crucial fates, showing what led to and followed key personal or historical
defeats.

Ø

Reflections on people’s relationship to their land, from the more circumscribed ancient world of
conquests, to our more-globalized contemporary world, with its striking differences between
countries

Hannibal, General Grant, an Iraqi woman archaeologist, a French secret-service agent, Haile
Selassie… five characters from four different time periods, whose stories intertwine. We meet the characters at
crucial points in their lives: a decisive battle, a turning point, a change of attitude towards their mission, the
destruction of historic sites by ISIS… They all have to face defeats which they must overcome, or which will
radically change their goals. They each have a powerful impact on their environment, their times and their
lands, which also mark their own identities. Readers accompany them through a fateful period in their lives.
Assem, a wearied French intelligence officer is sent to Beirut in search of a former member of the elite
American commandos suspected of involvement in trafficking deals. He meets Mariam, an Iraqi archaeologist
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trying to save treasures from the museums of bombed cities, and the brevity of their time together is matched
only by the seismic power of its impact. Their separate trajectories mirror each other and are punctuated by the
epic tales of past heroes – General Grant crushing the Confederates, Hannibal marching on Rome, Haile Selassie
standing up to fascist invaders...
A troubled, melancholy novel that asserts the inanity of every war, and proclaims that only humanity
and beauty are worth dying for.
A writer of novels, short stories and plays, Laurent Gaudé won the Goncourt des Lycéens 2002 for La
Mort du roi Tsongor and the Prix Goncourt 2004 for LE SOLEIL DES SCORTA. In 2010, OURAGAN was
voted the bookshops’ favourite French novel of the “rentrée littéraire”. His works are translated all over the
world. All of his novels are published by Actes Sud, including his two last: DANSER LES OMBRES (January
2015 /more than 65 000 copies sold) and POUR SEUL CORTÈGE (August 2012 /more than 100 000 copies
sold).
Rights sold: Portugal (Porto Editora) and Italy (Edizioni E/O).
“Laurent Gaudé maîtrise l’art de mettre en scène de nombreux personnages que tout sépare en
apparence, de les faire dialoguer et de tisser le tout en une trame romanesque qui n’a de complexe que
l’apparence, tant est grande sa virtuosité.” Magazine Littéaire
“Laurent Gaudé brasse subtilement les siècles et les guerres pour mieux comprendre l’Histoire et la
folie contemporaine.” L’Express
“Comment sauver les traces de nos civilisations, dans ces zones du Proche-Orient où Daech éructe de
‘la jouissance de pouvoir effacer l'Histoire’ ? Ajoutez une aventure amoureuse (...) et vous obtenez un roman
poétique, stratégique, sensuel et radical. “ Lire

Minard, Céline: LE GRAND JEU (THE GRAND GAME)
(Rivages, August 2016, 192 pages)
N°10 on the bestseller’s list!
Longlisted for the Prix Médicis and the Prix Fémina.
In the final selection for the Prix des libraires of the city of Nancy and Point newspaper.
Was shortlisted for the Prix Littéraire du Monde.
Ø

A book that examines both human relationships and the relationship between humans and their
environment, focusing particularly on danger, risk-taking and body control.

Ø

The theme of going back to nature – which must be mastered but not domesticated – by living in
the midst of hostile elements.

Ø

A classic literary trope of an individual withdrawing from human society, but with a modern
twist: a woman with high-tech equipment (solar panels and top-of-the-line climbing gear) wants
to live self-sufficiently on her own land.

In a similar vein to FAILLIR ETRE FLINGUE (“Nearly Got Shot”), Céline Minard’s latest novel
portrays the relationship that a woman who goes back to the land has with the land itself, which she needs to
make her own. Having withdrawn from the society of men, she will still meet someone – an almost feral being.
Buying land, building a shelter equipped with solar panels, cultivating her garden – these are the
narrator’s goals. Her dream is to withdraw from the society of men and to live in total self-sufficiency. Yet she
eventually realizes that her land is actually occupied by a strange woman called Dongbin, who lives amongst the
elements and the animals. She barely speaks, but she drinks quite a bit. She is also a tightrope walker, and she
teaches the narrator that skill. These two fiercely independent women will tame each other, weaving an unusual
bond. Dongbin winds up daring the narrator to accept a challenge: cross a deep rift in the rocks on a strap high
above the ground.
This book’s spirit and plot make it almost impossible to put down: we follow the narrator as she sets up
her homestead in the middle of nowhere, but we also watch as the bond between her and Dongbin grows,
encounter after encounter.
Céline Minard is a writer. She is the author of several novels, including LE DERNIER MONDE (“The
Last World”, 2007), SO LONG LUISE (2011) and FAILLIR ETRE FLINGUE (2013), which won the 2013
Virilo Prize, and the 2014 Livre Inter Prize.
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“I advise everyone to take this book and retire to a peaceful, quiet place (...) to meditate upon its
fortifying lessons.” Eric Chevillard, Le Monde Des Livres
“A powerful fable about solitude and mountains, Le Grand jeu confirms Céline Minard’s key position
in our literary landscape.” Livres-Hebdo
“This text [intertwines] poetry, meditation, symbolism, fantasy, and elevation of body and soul, in
symbiosis with the animal realm.” –Pages Des Libraires
“A novel that is at once extremely physical and highly speculative, one in which Céline Minard asks
nothing less than this most elementary question: how should we live?” Telerama

Guenassia, Jean-Michel: LA VALSE DES ARBRES ET DU CIEL (WHEN THE TREES
AND THE SKY DANCED)
(Albin Michel, August 2016, 304 pages)
40,000 copies sold
Ø

A novel that sheds light on the famous painter’s dark side, while also portraying the mores of an
era when women were considered to be second-class citizens.

Ø

The text is studded with the painter’s letters to his friends and family, shedding a more intimate
light on how Vincent Van Gogh perceived his own relationship to painting.

Ø

A poignant end: the “double-murder” committed conjointly by Marguerite and her father marks
both the end of a love story and the birth of a myth.

An unexpected novel about Vincent Van Gogh’s last months, which debunks the myth of his friendship
with Dr. Gachet.
Having been raised by her distant, temperamental father after her mother passed away, Marguerite
Gachet, a lively and headstrong young woman, dreams of escaping to America. As a fan of Cézanne’s, she
decides to try painting, but soon despairs of ever overcoming her lack of talent. Betrothed to Louis Secrétan’s
son, she refuses to marry him. Then she meets Vincent Van Gogh, who will, in a few short weeks, become a
friend and patient of her father’s, as well as her secret lover. Although he is nearly twice her age, their relation
will be a passionate one. Young Marguerite is fascinated by the painter’s unstable character and artistic power.
She will take up painting once again, but again be disappointed in her inability to emerge from the shadow of the
“master,” who refuses to give her any advice whatsoever. The painter’s tragic death of a gunshot wound in the
stomach lifts the veil surrounding the reality of the ties that bound Van Gogh and Dr. Gachet, as well as over the
man behind the genius.
Jean-Michel Guenassia is the author of three best-selling novels: LE CLUB DES INCORRIGIBLES
OPTIMISTES (Goncourt des lycéens 2009), a publishing phenomenon in France and around the world; LA VIE
REVEE D’ERNESTO G. (“The Dream Life of Ernesto G.”, 2012) and TROMPE-LA-MORT (“Daredeveil”,
2015), all published by Albin Michel. His books have sold over a million copies so far.
“Jean-Michel Guenassia dresse un portrait plein de vie, d’amour et de lumière du peintre à Auvers-surOise. Un roman empli de charme et enthousiasmant. ” Page des Libraires
“Le résultat est époustouflant. Jean-Michel Guenassia a écrit un grand roman qui vous saisit
littéralement.” Le Figaro
“Avec ses ingrédients, il a réalisé un roman très gai à lire qui amène à un dénouement fort différent de
la thèse officielle.” La Libre Belgique
“Un roman qui offre une vision inédite et passionnante des derniers jours de Vincent Van Gogh. ” La
République

Mayeras, Maud: LUX
(Anne Carrière, October 2016, 380 pages)
Ø

Maud Mayeras (HEMATOME 2006, REFLEX 2013) confirms her knack for noir thrillers with
unpredictable endings.

Ø

A disturbing plot in which what seems obvious is in fact misleading, and no character is entirely
black or white…

Ø

Chiseled language, with a detached, clinical quality that makes it both efficient and ambiguous.
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This is the story of a return, a sentence and a wave that rises on the horizon. 2016. Antoine Harelde
arrives in Ceduna, the arid lands of South Australia.
Twenty years before, he had spent a summer in this little town in the middle of nowhere and in the
space of three months that marked the end of his teens, he encountered joy, friendship, love and horror. Today
he is a man. But he hasn’t forgotten, or forgiven, anything. Justice takes on strange and disturbing colours in the
light of the apocalypse.
A murderous promenade through an end-of-time setting, Lux is a novel that will confirm the reputation
of a young author at the zenith of her art.
Maud Mayeras is 34. LUX is her third novel. After the success of REFLEX (Anne Carrière, 2013 /
Pocket, 2015), Maud Mayeras’ new thriller is keenly awaited. Today she lives in Limoges.

Paris, Gilles: AUTOBIOGRAPHIE D’UNE COURGETTE (AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A
ZUCCHINI)
(Plon, October 2016, 224 pages)
Awarded the 2016 Frankfurt Book Fair prize for the best international film adaptation in the
category “kids and young adults”.
Ø

The film made headlines during the Cannes Film Festival: TF1’s evening news, Le Point
magazine, Le Parisien newspaper, Elle, Télérama and more.

Ø

It came in 3rd in the international press’s list of best films at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival.

Ø

Rights to the film are already sold in Italy, South Korea, Hungary, Middle East, Vietnam,
Sweden, Romania, Turkey, Taiwan, United States

Ø

Ongoing offers to the film from: Germany, Denmark, Norway, England.

Ø

Placed in a foster home, Zucchini learns about friendship and young love. With both
sidesplitting laughter and a few tears, naivety and emotion, a novel about learning about life.

A new edition of the novel for the release of the animated film, a hit at the most recent Cannes Film
Festival!
Zucchini is an intriguing nickname for a 9-year-old boy. Although his unique story is surprisingly
universal: after his mother’s sudden death, Zucchini is befriended by a kind police officer Raymond, who
accompanies Zucchini to his new foster home filled with other orphans his age. At first Zucchini struggles to
find his place in this strange, at times, hostile environment. Yet with Raymond’s help and his newfound
friends, Zucchini eventually learns to trust, finds true love and at last a new family of his own.
Born in the suburbs of Paris in 1959, Gilles Paris has been working in communication and eventplanning for over 20 years. His first novel PAPA ET MAMAN SONT MORTS (Mom and Dad are Dead), came
out in 1991. It was followed by: AUTOBIOGRAPHIE D’UNE COURGETTE (Autobiography of a Zucchini,
2002); AU PAYS DES KANGOUROUS (In the Land of Kangaroos, 2012), which won several literary prizes,
and L’ÉTÉ DES LUCIOLES (The Firefly Summer, 2014).

Rault, Antoine: LA DANSE DES VIVANTS (THE DANSE OF THE LIVING)
(Albin Michel, Août 2016, 350 pages)
16,000 copies sold
Ø

A very well carried-out and documented novel.

Ø

A poignant story of a broken life.

Set between 1918 and 1920, this powerful novel shows Germany torn apart by extremist forces: facing
Russia in the grip of civil war and the arrogance of the Allies.
August 1918. A young French officer suffering from amnesia receives violent electroshock therapy.
Clearly from an upper-class background, he speaks both French and German.
The illegitimate son of a Parisian banker who hates him, he will never find out that his name is Charles
Hirscheim, because his father will make no effort to find him. However, the Second Office takes an interest in
his case and makes him infiltrate the German army, in the guise of an officer who has escaped captivity and
come back to Berlin. In the end, Charles is found out and the German secret services employ him as a double
agent.
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Antoine Rault has written successful plays in France and throughout the world. His two first novels, JE
VEUX QUE TU M’AIMES (2010) and LA VIE DONT TU REVAIS (2014) were published by Albin Michel.
Rights sold: The Netherlands (Xander)
“L’auteur est habile dans le jeu des répliques et prête une voix crédible à ces hommes de pouvoir. ” Le
Figaro
“Un subtil mélange entre fresque historique, roman d’espionnage et suspense haletant. ” Femmes
d’aujourdui
“Grande fresque historique et roman d’aventures captivant ” La Presse de la Manche
“Une belle histoire empreinte d’une dimension aventurière, un récit sur fond de recherche de vérité. ”
Le Courrier
“Tour à tour roman d’aventure, d’espionnage et (oui il en faut un peu) de guerre, La Danse des vivants
est une formidable radiographie de l’époque et des faits méconnus de la fin de la Première Guerre mondiale.”
Page des Libraires

Beaulieu, Baptiste: LA BALLADE DE L’ENFANT GRIS (THE BALLAD OF GREY
CHILD)
(Fayard/ Mazarine, September 2016, 400 pages)
Ø

The story is told in elegantly intertwined voices: the doctor’s, as he tells his young patient fables
to reassure him, as well as his mother’s life story; and the mother’s, via the diary.

Ø

A book in a similar vein to OSCAR AND THE LADY IN PINK, which draws readers into the
world of a pediatric ward, with its codes and its imagination

Ø

The universal theme of the mother/child relationship – which all women will relate to – is
handled with subtle insight.

After ALORS VOUS NE SEREZ PLUS JAMAIS TRISTE (So, You’ll Never Be Sad Any More), here is the
latest novel by Baptiste Baulieu, which stays true to the moving themes inspired by his experience as a doctor:
the need to reassure both patients and their families, living in proximity with death, hospital life.
Noah, nicknamed No', is a gray-skinned child suffering from an incurable blood disease. He is under the
care of Jo', a pediatric intern, who he becomes very close to as his mother’s visits become more and more
infrequent. Jo' decides to accompany the gray child in his final days, and No's mother agrees to confide the child
to him. Guided by a diary she kept for Noah, Jo' starts an investigation that takes him from Rome to Jerusalem
on the trail of that mysterious woman. In this way, he is able to explain his mother’s past and the circumstances
of his own birth to the gray child.
A plot that addresses difficult topics tactfully and intelligently: from discovering one’s sexuality to rape,
religion and above all, how difficult it can be to accept the role of mother.
30-year-old GP, Baptiste Beaulieu is the author of the acclaimed ALORS VOILÀ: LES 1001 VIES
DES URGENCES (Fayard, 2013), translated into fourteen languages and the winner of the Prix France Culture
“Lire dans le Noir.” His second novel, ALORS VOUS NE SEREZ PLUS JAMAIS TRISTE (Fayard, 2015),
was awarded the 2016 Prix Méditerranéen des Lycéens.

Dubois, Jean-Paul: LA SUCCESSION (INHERITANCE)
(L'Olivier, August 2016, 240 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Landerneau, Prix Interallié, Prix Jean Giono and Prix du
Roman des Étudiants France Culture-Télérama 2017.
N°2 in the Datalib sales list.
N°8 in the Livres-Hebdo sales list.
N° 5 in the L’Express sales list.
Ongoing offer from Italy!
65,000 copies sold!
Ø

The book has already been reprinted, reaching 60,000 printed copies.

Ø

The melancholic atmosphere, obsessive main character and elegant style are reminiscent of Paul
Auster.
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Ø

A novel that addresses the topic of euthanasia and the secrecy that surrounds it both
dispassionately and insightfully.

Ø

The story of an unusual and intriguing family: the grandfather, who was Stalin’s doctor, kept a
piece of the Soviet leader’s brain; the father was a former military doctor who wore shorts to his
office.

After LE CAS SNEIJDER, in his latest novel, Jean-Paul Dubois returns to his favorite themes, such as
love, and life in the USA, and includes narrative elements that are recurrent in his work, like knowing winks
shared with faithful readers.
Florida in the 1980s, Paul Katrakilis is having the time of his life. Although he trained to be a doctor, he
has chosen not to practice medicine, devoting himself full-time to his passion, chistera – a.k.a. jai alai – instead.
But when his father, a doctor, commits suicide, he is forced to face subjects that he usually tries not to think
about, like the suicides of his mother, uncle and grandfather; and the chilly to non-existent family life he had in
France. Nevertheless, he winds up accepting his father’s medical practice by succession, and being confronted
with a dark secret: his father practiced illegal euthanasia. Despite grave misgivings, he decides to follow suit.
Slipping slowly into hallucinatory psychosis, he too, eventually succumbs to the temptation to kill himself.
Jean-Paul Dubois portrays the slow descent of a man to whom nothing good ever happens, and who
nevertheless agrees to accept the burden of a fate that he knows will lead to his own tragic end. A book that gives
readers access to the psychology of a character who is almost entirely out-of-touch with reality: consuming
passion, absolute love and madness, as well as resignation to his fate.
Jean-Paul Dubois is a journalist, a writer and a prize-wining novelist. He won the Prix FranceTélévisions for KENNEDY ET MOI (Le Seuil, 1996), the Prix Femina and the Prix du roman FNAC for UNE
VIE FRANÇAISE (L’Olivier, 2004; “A French Life”, Penguin 2008). His novels have been translated into many
languages.
“Un roman sombre et drôle sur l’implacable reproduction des névroses familiales, la pelote basque et
le cerveau de Staline. ” L’Humanité
“Un roman d’une force totale, imprégné de cette distance élégante, comme une politesse extrême,
marque de fabrique de son auteur. ” Le Parisien
“On rit et on pleure de tout cela (…) On apprécie hautement l’exercice de funambule entre légèreté,
cocasserie et gravité. ” – Télérama
“Les inconditionnels de Jean-Paul Dubois ne seront pas déçus par ce nouveau roman qui renoue avec
ses thèmes de prédilection et sa petite musique romanesque, reconnaissable entre mille, portée par une écriture
toujours aussi fluide, nourrie de digressions pittoresques et d’une curiosité encyclopédique contagieuse. ”
L’Express

Djavadi, Négar: DÉSORIENTALE (DISORIENTAL)
(Liana Levi, August 2016, 352 pages)
Total print: 26,000 copies.
Longlisted for the Prix Fémina.
Was shortlisted for the Prix FNAC and Prix du Monde.
N°2 on the Datalib selling list
N°7 on the l'Express selling list!
Ø

A book that tells the history of former Persia through the prism of several generations of a
family that lived through – or was subjected to – the modern nation’s founding events,
introducing us to a culture that is different from our own.

Ø

Fascinating events and figures from recent Iranian history that are little known in the Western
world.

Ø

The book’s atmosphere allows readers to see the world through the narrator’s eyes: from idyllic,
pre-revolutionary Iran, to life as a refugee, including the harrowing passage of the Turkish
border, to Paris’s working-class neighborhoods – and other ones where anything goes – in the
1980s and 1990s.

In a similar vein to Marjane Satrapi’s PERSEPOLIS and Virginie Despentes’ VERNON SUBUTEX, this
book portrays Iran’s complicated, often wrenching history through the fate of a young Iranian woman who was
forced by events to leave her country.
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Present-day Paris: Sitting in the waiting room at Cochin Hospital, Kimiâ, who is about to undergo
artificial insemination, is thinking about her family history, from her paternal grandmother’s birth in a harem to
her own escape from war-torn Iran with her mother and sisters. In this way, she paints the portrait of a
fascinating man, a politically committed journalist, and a fair-minded but taciturn person – her father – while
telling the story of her native land through a description of the time when life was sweet there. Kimiâ also
considers her own past, including her journey of self-discovery, and the reasons why she has decided to have a
child with her girlfriend.
Négar Djavadi offers readers a book brimming with social, political and identity issues, which
reverberate brilliantly through the narrator’s memories, which she sifts through carefully, providing subtle
touches that bring the characters and their world to life.
Négar Djavadi is a screenplay writer and a film and stage director. DESORIENTALE is her first novel.
Rights sold Italy (E/O), US/UK (Europa)
“Un rythme vif et mordant pour signer un roman plein d’énergie. ” Le Figaro Littéraire
“Désorientale séduit à plus d’un titre. Que ce soit par sa force narrative, tenue par un art consommé de
la disgression, des changements de ton et de rythme, que par la justesse de ses themes et la justesse de son
regard critique. ” Le Monde des Livres
“Histoire romanesque en diable, pleine de disgressions délicieusement orientales et dont la mélancolie
est contrebalancée par un humour rocambolesque, tient les lecteurs en haleine. ” Télérama
“On crie, on pleure, on ment, on rit, mais on meurt aussi dans ce livre qui se moque bien de la
linéarité. ” Lire
“Ample fresque politique, historique et intimiste, Désorientale séduit par sa liberté, sa puissance, son
soufflé et son intelligence. Une véritable réussite! ” Page des Libraires

Quinn Morris, Philip: MISTER ALABAMA
(Finitude, October 2016, 324 pages)
Full original English text available!
Ø

Originally published by Random House in 1989.

Ø

Rooted in the unique workings of Southern American life.

Ø

Serious reflections on society meet dark comic tones and eccentric characters.

Ø

A mysterious death that slowly percolates throughout the novel.

Alvin Lee Fuqua is a southern man born and bred, and a former Mr Alabama with the muscles to boot.
Frustrated by the mussel diving business on the Tennessee River and still harbouring dreams of carving a career
on the silver screen, Alvin decides to try and make it as Mr America.
Friend and mentor to Alvin, Johnny Ray is the toughest guy in Beaulah Town. But after a heavy night
drinking their favourite moonshine, Alvin and his friends wake up to find him unequivocally and inexplicably,
dead. Struggling with the idea that Johnny Ray could die from the bends, Alvin finds himself at odds with his
friends, his family and his own identity, and the question looms over him: what was Johnny Ray hiding and why
did he die?
Throwing himself back into what he knows best, exercise and bodybuilding, Alvin finds himself living
with Donna and her two children, the volatile family of none other than Johnny Ray himself. Questioning who
he is and caught up in the idea of obtaining the perfect body, Alvin Lee Fuqua’s story is one of how a southern
guy’s dream pushes him to breaking point.
In the rich storytelling tradition of Harry Crews and Pete Dexter, MISTER ALABAMA is a brawny,
bawdy, blackly humorous first novel that marks the impressive debut of a unique voice in contemporary
Southern fiction.
“Phillip Quinn Morris’s novel Mussels has a voice and vision all its own. A compelling tale by a talent
to watch. Buy the book; it does not disappoint.” Harry Crews
“A two-fisted novel, life on the edge of life. Phillip Quinn Morris’s people live by their wits, guile and
courage. It’s no place for the weak spirited or high minded. His people are there to be known and admired as
they take life on a bet with bad odds.” Robert Olmstead
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DISCOVERED WRITER
Lang, Luc: AU COMMENCEMENT DU SEPTIÈME JOUR (ON THE SEVENTH DAY)
(Stock, August 2016, 544 pages)
English sample chapter available
Longlisted for the Goncourt Prize
Longlisted for the Prix du Style
Ø

A tale of a young man’s catastrophe acquires a universal character: it is as if we too are struck
down by this devastating fate, by moments of hope, by anger, and by the need, despite it all, to
live.

Thomas loses his wife in a critical car accident. A relentless investigation begins, during which he will
discover buried family secrets, like abysses beneath his feet. From Paris to Le Havre, from the Pyrenees to SubSaharan Africa, Thomas is swept away by a race in storms, crossing intimate territories and distant
geographies.
On discovering the woman he loves, Camille, in a coma, Thomas is thrown into an incomprehensible
tragedy – the inexplicable accident, the unexpected route, a SatNav with strange instructions. What’s been going
on? He then has to tackle the hospital and its maze of corridors, his children and their grief, his boss, his coworkers and their perversities. Who wouldn’t succumb?
Through Thomas' eyes, keeping pace with his accelerated breathing in this maelstrom, we enter into the
story of a young man, for whom all was going swimmingly and who now has to struggle. He’s a father, brother
and son. He is a father to Anton and Elsa whose carefree lives have abruptly ended. He is a brother to Jean, a
goat farmer in the Pyrenees with a brutal and generous demeanour. He is also a brother to Pauline, who, for some
unknown reason, has fled to sub-Saharan Africa. He is a son to Aurèle, who died mysteriously. And when
Thomas wanders from Le Havre to Paris, from the Pyrenees to Cameroon, each journey across the landscapes
illuminates a facet of his story.
Luc Lang is the prize-winning author of a dozen books, among which Mille six cents ventres (Fayard,
1998 Prix Goncourt des lycéens), La Fin des paysages (Stock, 2006), Mother (Sock, 2012) and L’Autoroute
(Stock, 2014). He teaches aesthetics at the École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux Arts de Paris et Cergy, has
written essays on visual arts, and contributed to various art exhibition catalogues. He has travelled a lot,
especially to Italy, Japan, the United States and Sub-Saharan Africa.
“An incredibly ambitious novel. One is bewitched by such determination to uncover the truth”
Technikart
“On the Seventh Day walks us through the confines of the human soul, through landscapes,
places, a geography that allows the deployment of writing” PAGE des libraries
“A lucid and enigmatic novel” Le Monde
“We hear, we see, we live the characters like in real time, as much as we read them. The writing
matches their breathing.” Télérama
“Luc Lang might have written his best novel so far” Vogue

DISCOVERED WRITER
Cagnati, Inès: GÉNIE LA FOLLE (CRAZY GÉNIE)
(Denoël, November 2016, 240 pages)
Was shortlisted for the 1976 Goncourt and the Femina, and won in 1977 the Deux Magots as
well as the 1976 Fiction Award.
Ø

Inès Cagnati’s debut novel, JOUR DE CONGÉ won the Roger Nimier Award in 1973.

Ø

Previously translated into Korean, Greek, Swedish, Serbian, and Slovenian. All rights have
reverted to Denoël and are currently available.

A powerfully moving text and a veritable ode to love between a daughter and her mother.
Marie talks about her mother. Her mother, Génie, a daughter from a good family who was cast off and
became an agricultural worker. Her mother with her terrible muteness that opposed everything and everyone,
maliciousness, meanness, and indifference. Marie passionately and pathetically pursues the mystery of this silent
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shadow, a shadow that she awaits as night gathers and dreams of taking far away where she will be able to laugh
once again.
An intense and poignant tableau of almost terrifying beauty at the pinnacle of Inès Cagnati’s talent.
Inès Cagnati (1937-2007) is a French novelist. From a family of Italian immigrants, she grew up in a
rural region in the South West France where her parents were farmers. After studying literature, she passed the
French national exam to become a teacher. Her childhood in a rural setting as well as her struggle to integrate
into society strongly influenced her works. One way or another, all four of her novels explore these themes.
GÉNIE LA FOLLE, her second novel, received the Deux Magots Award in 1977.
“One rarely reads a text as beautiful and as tragic as Génie la Folle. In her second novel, Inès Cagnati
shows us the depth of her exceptional talent.” Le Nouvel Observateur “This is a desperate book of chilling
beauty, crisscrossed by thunderbolts of unproclaimed love.” Télérama
“Sober, modest, and serious without ever being bland, it is as if this book is interiorized. A beautiful
piece of writing.” Les Echos “Inès Cagnati awakens in each reader the buried awareness of the difficulty of
being a child and that unspeakable solitude: a universal experience.” Le Monde

Pons, Maurice: DÉLICIEUSES FRAYEURS (DELICIOUS FRIGHTS)
(Le Dilettante, March 2006 160 pages)
Ø

“Precise lyricism, theatrical gestures, a wording never flowery or muddled: in Pons everything
helps in bringing out horror and cynicism (…) His short stories are like beads of sweat one feels
along one’s spine.”

Ø

“Disturbing stories, spicy, played at a brisk, until the scathing final resolution. He never puts a
foot wrong.”

Ø

“A wizard with words, Maurice Pons has the knack of making fantasy appear on street
corners.”

Nine previously unpublished short stories from the author of VIRGINALES and DOUCE-AMÈRE,
including LA VALLÉE that initiated his most famous novel: LES SAISONS.
“In a few lines, Maurice Pons sets the scene, creates an atmosphere. Each of his nine short stories of this
collection takes us far away from the previous one, in a sort of permanent change of scenery, in both time and
space. With infinite care, the author selects his words to envelop us as much as possible in his sentences, like a
bewitching story teller, who gesticulates as he tells us stories that we do not remember if they happened anymore
therefore, with great talent, he follows the lead of the great masters of this style, in particular Maupassant and
Edgar Poe’s – as evidenced by the tale of the beetle so reminiscent of Poe.
Maurice Pons is a rare author: he published a dozen titles in nearly forty years of writing. His titles have
marked readers. Since his first collection of short stories Virginales until Délicieuses frayeurs, most of his
works, including his two most famous novels, LES SAISONS and ROSA, have continued to be reprinted and
translated abroad.
“Pons’ first short story is the most beautiful praise of literature, making blind walls crumble away with
words, inventing perspectives, creating real characters, and making sick people believe that life is a feast. The
great and discreet writer has yet to be been beaten at conjuring horrors with sweetness. In his stories, choppedoff hands gallop freely, emeralds dance, violins fly and dreams come crashing down. Intoxicating and rough like
lentil brandy” – Jérôme Garcin, Le Nouvel Observateur
“Nine more than perfect short stories in which every word, carefully chosen and weighed up, leads with
diabolical fluidity towards the story’s resolution, precise and cutting. Ironic, readily cruel, sometimes fantastic,
all are written in an unhurried and elegant style” B.Q., Chronic’Art
“The title of this collection of short stories lays the cards on the table. They’re a black suit. But of a
tender, delicate hue of black, that falls like the night and goes to sleep like fish do. A sly and insidious sort of
black, which interferes and slips, at the frontier of truth and falsehood, between what is tangible and what is
imaginary” – Madame Figaro

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@free.fr

19

DISCOVERED WRITER
Perec, Georges: THINGS. A STORY OF THE SIXTIES
50th Anniversary Edition
(Robert Laffont, September 2015, 176 pages)
Ø

Julliard is reprinting the indispensable first novel of one of the most important French authors
of the second half of the 20th century.

Sylvie and Jérôme live on their meager salaries as market researchers. But they yearn for the luxury of
beautiful things: tailor-fitted clothing, elegant furniture, and a life of idleness in a setting where every detail
would be considered. But this dream opposes the triviality of their actual life: a tiny two-bedroom with
haphazard piles of books, records, and secondhand clothing. They are incapable of adding value to their
existence. Why does happiness seem inaccessible to them? is it because they cannot escape the condition of
possessing “things”?
Georges Perec is one of the most prominent writers of the second half of the 20th century. Awarded the
Renaudot prize in 1965 and the Médicis prize in 1978, his work is recognized for its great originality.
Rights sold to English by David Bellos; published by David R. Godine in the U.S. and HarperCollins in
the U.K.

Perec, Georges: QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR?
(Denoel, New Edition January 2014, 90 pages)
Ø

A brilliant literary fantasy by Georges Perec, exceptional language explorer.

This short novel is set in France during the Algerian War. Between Invalides and Montparnasse, the
narrator tells the story of his friend Henri Pollack, and how he dragged his friends into a crazy adventure. By
day, Henri Pollak is a sergeant, and a bohemian artist by night. Whenever he is away from the barracks, he rides
his small bike with a chrome handlebar dressed in civilian clothes, and meets up with his friends to have a few
drinks and speak about life, literature and poetry. One evening, Henri asks his friends to help one of his
comrades get out of military service. The guy in question, who bears the name of Kara-something (throughout
the story, his name is constantly mispronounced, to the extent that his actual name remains a mystery) was
drafted to go to Algeria to fight. After giving the matter a good thinking, they decide that Kara-something had
better pretend to suffer from psychiatric problems. All he has to do is stage a mock-suicide, and leave a note so
crazy that he will be considered a lunatic when he wakes up. Kara is so happy about the plan that he celebrates
and drinks all night, and only wakes up the morning after to the sound of the fanfare, just in time to leave for
Algeria.
Georges Perec (1936-1982) needs no introduction. This lover of the French language experimented with
it, and pushed its boundaries as a writer, and as a member of the Oulipo (Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle).
Quel petit vélo à guidon chromé au fond de la cour ? (1966) is the second novel published by Perec, right after
Les Choses (1965, winner of the Renaudot Prize). His stellar career also includes instant classics such as La
Disparition (1969), W ou le souvenir d’enfance (1975) and La Vie mode d’emploi (1978, winner of the Médicis
Prize).
QUEL PETIT VÉLO... has previously been translated into Greek, Dutch, Japanese and Korean. All
these rights have reverted to Denoël and are currently available.
Rights sold: UK (Harvill Press), USA/Canada (Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), Spain (Alpha Decay) /
World Castilian, Italy (Baldini & Castoldi), Israel (Babel), Turkey (Metis), Czech Republic (Rubato), Sweden
(Modernista), Norway (Solum forlag)
“A short story brimming with figures of speech, as always with Perec, to be read in one go like a prose
poem.” Midi Libre
“One never ceases to rediscover the works of Perec, and that is how it should be.” Le Figaro Littéraire

Cendrars, Blaise: LA MAIN COUPÉE ET AUTRES RÉCITS DE GUERRE (THE
SEVERED HAND AND OTHER WAR STORIES)
(Denoel, New Edition October 2013, 250 pages)
Ø

In August 1914, a young Swiss poet living in Paris volunteers to join the French army.

After being transferred to the Foreign Legion, Blaise Cendrars (1887-1961) fights on the front at the
Somme, and then participates in the considerable offensive in the Champagne district. Severely wounded whilst
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assaulting German trenches on September 28, 1915, his right arm, the very one he uses to fight and write, is
amputated, making him the most famous armless writer in French literature.
During his extensive and versatile career, Cendrars wrote about that life-turning year spent at the Front,
and his many memories of the Great War. The Former caporal condemns the ideologies that unleashed and
exploited violence, and sides with the men who fought and suffered like he did. With cold clarity, he
demonstrates how European civilization betrayed its values and turned into a bloodthirsty monster. A great
figure of modern poetry, a close friend of Apollinaire, Chagall and Léger, the author of La Prose du
Transsibérien (Prose of the Trans-Siberian), Moravagine and L’Homme foudroyé (A Man Struck by Lightning)
also stands as a major witness of WWI, the conflict that damaged the contemporary world beyond repair, and
wreaked havoc on his life as a man and writer.
This volume compiles for the very first time Cendrars’ most important war stories: LA MAIN COUPÉE
(The Severed Hand), L’ÉGOUTIER DE LONDRES (The Sewer worker of London), DANS LE SILENCE DE
LA NUIT (In the Silence of the night), J’AI TUÉ (I killed) and J’AI SAIGNÉ (I bled).
LA MAIN COUPÉE has previously been translated into English (under the title Lice), Portuguese
(Brazil), Czech and German. The rights have reverted to Denoël, and are currently available.
“La Main coupée pays tribute to fallen or missing comrades by restoring their identities and casting a
humane light onto the inhumanity of the front.” Le Magazine Littéraire

Laferrière, Dany: MYTHOLOGIES AMÉRICAINES (AMERICAN MYTHOLOGIES)
(Preface by Charles Dantzig)
(Grasset, January 2015, 555 pages)
Ø

This volume brings together Dany Laferrière’s first novels - Comment faire l’amour avec un
nègre sans se fatiguer (1985), Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou
un fruit ? (1993), Fête chez Hoki (1987) – and the unpublished: Truman Capote au Park Hotel.

Ø

These books make up what he called his “American mythology.”

We first follow Dany Laferrière to Canada, then to the US. The young Dany dreams about himself and
the great writers he loves. He seems to do nothing but converse with a friend and try to pick up girls, while
ironically speculating about the “White woman/Negro male” question. But, in actual fact, he spends all his time
writing. From his very first books, we find the Laferrière of L’Enigme du retour (The Return) and Je suis un
écrivain japonais (I Am a Japanese Writer) – a man who plays with clichés in order to better circumvent them,
the falsely casual writer who patiently builds a body of work, the humourist who talks about serious things, and
especially, the flexible and enchanting stylist and novelist who invented his own literary genre.
“This is not a novel. I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: This is not
a pipe. I write this book with notes taken on the fly just about everywhere in North America.”
Dany Laferrière was born in Port-au-Prince in 1953. He won the Prix Médicis in 2009 with L’Enigme
du retour (Grasset, 2009 – The Return in English, 2011) and, in 2013, became the first Québécois author of
Haitian birth to be elected to the Académie française.
Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Castillian (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai 99 Reader),
Danish (Turbine Forlaget), English (United Kingdom: MacLehose Press, Canada: Douglas and McIntyre,
Arsenal Pulp Press), German (Das Wunderhorn), Italian (Gremese 66Thand2nd), Japanese (Fujiwara Shoten,
The Open Books), Korean (The Open Books, Thinking Tree), Polish (Swiat Ksiazki), Romanian (Echinox),
Russian (Text), Serbian (Laguna)

LITERARY FICTION
Bayard, Pierre: LE TITANIC FERA NAUFRAGE (THE TITANIC WILL SINK)
(Les Editions de Minuit, October 2016, 176 pages)
Ø

The brilliant new book by Pierre Bayard, author of COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE
L'ON A PAS LUS (How to Talk About Books You Haven’t Read)

Ø

The sleek and subtle text presents literary theories and writers’ visionary plots with great verve.
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Ø

A book that refers to both famous and less well-known stories, subtly yet persuasively pointing
out how they resonate with actual historic events and scientific discoveries.

After DEMAIN EST ÉCRIT (Tomorrow Is Written) and LE PLAGIAT PAR ANTICIPATION (Plagiary
by Anticipation), Pierre Bayard’s third book about anticipation in fiction explores authors’ capacity to perceive
and describe future events.
Some stories do in fact describe catastrophes, discoveries and historic events that are yet to come. In
FUTILITY, for instance, Morgan Robertson foresaw the sinking of the Titanic by inventing the story of a ship
called the Titan that was very similar to the famous liner. His book was published in 1898, and a few years later,
the Titanic foundered at sea. For Pierre Bayard, that is an example of the “anticipation” phenomenon. When
novelists write, do they not become oracles or Cassandras? The author establishes a typology of literary
anticipation, urging readers to consider whether politicians, historians and scientists could have been forewarned
by authors’ “predictions” and changed the course of history.
A clever and entertaining book that offers readers an enjoyable stroll through both famous and less
well-known literary works, offering a chance to discover them or to enjoy them anew. The author sheds light on
the arcana of texts by Jules Verne, Kafka and even Michel Houellebecq.
Pierre Bayard was born in 1954. He is a Professor of English Literature at Paris University, and a
psychoanalyst. He writes controversial and thought-provoking essays, the best-known of which is COMMENT
PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (HOW TO TALK ABOUT BOOKS YOU HAVEN’T READ
(2007). The book has been translated into 27 languages and was a huge success (80,000 copies sold in France
alone).

Boyer, Frédéric: YEUX NOIRS (BLACK EYES)
(POL, August 2016, 208 pages)
An unexpected encounter troubled a young boy to such an extent that, once an adult, he had to put the
oblivion of the event into words.
He tells the story of this lost memory. Souvenirs are like ghosts. The narrator experiences this
imaginary possession of souvenirs: we believe they belong to us, that they are ours, whereas they actually
possess us. His story grows into an operation of deliverance, an avowal, within the meaning Saint Augustine
gave to that word (Confessio).
And all the more so, since the main subject of this book is love. Love’s revelation, apprenticeship,
erring ways and errors ; love’s madness and misery. The narrator goes back to his childhood and youth, up till
his maturity. He revisits what he received from love, the magnetism of bod- ies and faces, and their unique, yet
repeated stories. Youth in another era, between secrecy and liberation. An education that no longer meets any
expectations at all. Salvation by love and yet damnation, entering adulthood so early.
Frédéric Boyer’s feverish, contained lyricism flows through the novel, along with an immense
philosophical culture that gives his work a profound meaning and unique resonance in our contemporary
literature.
“We thought it was impossible to write on childhood without resorting to simple-minded nostalgia and
soppy writing. But we forgot the genius of Frédéric Boyer !” Marianne
“A sumptuous narrative of the sexual desire aroused by meeting a woman at the age of six.” Transfuge

Montalbetti, Christine: LA VIE EST FAITE DE TOUTES CES PETITES CHOSES
(LIFE IS MADE OF ALL THOSE LITTLE THINGS)
(P.O.L, August 2016, 336 pages)
Long-listed for: Prix Médicis 2016
Ø

An extremely well-documented novel revealing anecdotes and secrets from a fascinating,
mysterious universe.

Ø

A wonderful writing style that makes readers feel like they’re on board the shuttle, experiencing
space alongside the astronauts.

Going right to the heart of the last space-shuttle mission, the author offers readers a veritable space
odyssey, with suspense, danger and all the emotions tied to knowing it’s the last time.

22

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
Florida, July 8, 2011: The last inhabited space shuttle lifts into the sky. The four astronauts of the “Final
Mission” – Sandra, Fergie, Doug and Rex – are flying off to the International Space Station. Readers live
through the suspense of lift off. First we discover the world of the ground crew, which is essential to the launch,
thanks to the novel’s clever portraits; then we are introduced to life on the Space Station. How can you fall
asleep when your body is weightless? You learn how to take a shower on board, to cook in space, to run
harnessed to a treadmill. You wake up to music, become nostalgic for meals on Earth, and wax lyrical about
training sessions in the Russian snow. You enjoy how easy it is to move in a weightless environment, by
propelling yourself, or with undulating movements. Watching the astronauts floating among objects that fly
away whenever they can, you can’t help but reflect upon the laws of gravity that rule our lives, and about our
relationship to objects. When you get right down to it, whether you’re in space or on Earth, in the end of the day,
you’re always trying to move around, or to catch or touch something. That’s the thrilling and primordial
materiality of our relationship to the world.
Christine Montalbetti was born in Le Havre and lives in Paris. A novelist (with more than a half a dozen
novels published by P.O.L., as well as a personal narrative and two collections of short stories), she also writes
for the theatre.
“Christine Montalbetti reconstitutes the last mission of the shuttle Atlantis from the inside. Space
instructions for use, as if you were there. Impressive !“ Les Inrockuptibles
“A singular parallel between a romantic and a spatial adventure, both a clever mix of desire, fear and
uncertainty. But Montalbetti’s humour often comes to save us from the danger, at first, inevitably inherent to the
operation, but also from the melancholy, which the novelist distils throughout the narrative and which no doubt
constitute some of the finest pages.” Le Monde
“The hyperrealism has the double virtue of creating a captivating, almost hypnotical effect, and to open
our eyes, offering an atypical, unusual vision of reality. Christine Montalbetti doesn’t hesitate to mix witty
lightness, whim and humor. “ Télérama
“With malice, this almost naturalistic text deals with elements which are usually a matter of science
fiction. This gap makes these 300 hundred melancholic pages as intriguing as fascinating. “ Lire
“Christine Montalbetti puts herself in the level of “these small things”, the bricks with which reality is
made. “ L’Humanité
“Without betraying anything of the historic truth, but by leaving of "all these small things" which
participate in the everyday life of the astronauts, Christine Montalbetti reinvents the conquest of tiny spaces. In
zero gravity, we float on happiness. “ Elle

Seyvos, Florence: LA SAINTE FAMILLE (THE HOLY FAMILY)
(Éditions de l’Olivier, August 2016, 176 pages)
Long-listed for: Prix Médicis 2016 and Prix Fémina.
Ø

Strong and striking personalities.

Ø

The writing style, both delicate and brutal, makes us feel the characters’ emotions intensely.

Ø

A thoughtful reflection on the importance of childhood memories in adults’ lives.

Leading us through the labyrinth of time, the author uses particularly important memories to offer us an
intimate portrait of a family that could be our own.
Two children: Susanne and Thomas and a house of closed doors. Amongst the adults who surround
them, a domineering mother, a weak, perverted uncle, and later a sadistic schoolmaster, are figures of worrying
omnipotence. Only Odette, who is both a simpleton and a saint truly cares for them. And then there is Mathilde,
the tyrannical cousin who lies all the time and yet tells the truth. Susanne wonders what’s wrong with her and
starts feeling obessed by profanity. Guided by this question, like Ariadne in the labyrinth, Suzanne revisits the
moments and the places where everything played out: the failed divorce of her parents, religion and the taste of
blasphemy, the first sexual games, summer nights on the lake shore but also cruelty and stupidity. She hopes in
vain to find again the path to a paradise that perhaps has only ever existed in her imagination.
Florence Seyvos was born in 1967. In 1992 she published the narrative, GRATIA, at Éditions de
l'Olivier followed in 1995 by her first novel, LES APPARITIONS (Goncourt prize for a first novel and the
France Télévisions award). Since then, she published L'ABANDON in 2002 and LE GARÇON
INCASSABLE in 2013 (Renaudot prize for paperbacks). Author of ten children’s book at l'Ecole des loisirs, she
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has also co-written, with the director Noémie Lvovsky, screenplays for films such as La vie ne me fait pas
peur (Jean-Vigo prize), Les Sentiments (Louis-Delluc prize 2003) and Camille redouble.
“La Sainte Famille is Florence Seyvos’s fourth novel. Not only does it live up to the promise of its
predecessors, it extends the harmonics, confirming its author as one of today’s great novelists on the subject of
childhood and its enchantments, while at the same time trespassing on new territory.” Livres Hebdo

Beinstingel, Thierry: VIE PROLONGÉE D'ARTHUR RIMBAUD (AN EXTENDED
LIFE OF ARTHUR RIMBAUD)
(Fayard August 2016, 416 pages)
Shortlisted for the prix Wepler-Fondation la Poste.
Ø

The novel’s strength lies in its style, which alternates between real quotes and fictitious
correspondence; the credibility of all the elements grants weight to the fiction.

Ø

The literary scene and the historic turn-of-the-20th-century Paris setting: literary journals, the
“Princes of Poets,” the Dreyfus Affair and World War I.

Ø

The portrayal of how a literary myth is built: posthumous articles and publications, erecting a
statue, sales of first editions touted as rare.

Rimbaud may not have died in Marseille; his death in 1891 could be a misunderstanding. He may have
decided to disappear from public view and live out his life in the shadows. A book that opens up an alternative
reality – one that is perfectly plausible, and that blends seamlessly into the 20th-century literary scene.
Marseille, 1891: Isabelle Rimbaud learns that her brother, who had returned from Africa gravely ill and
with one leg amputated, has passed away. Horrified, she chooses not to identify the body… which is not in fact
Arthur’s. The poet realizes that he is presumed to be dead while reading the literary press. He decides to take
advantage of his own “death” to acquire a new identity and continue to live, in France, exactly as he had chosen
to live in Harare: working as a foreman in a stone quarry and marrying a woman of humble origins. And so he
builds a boringly ordinary life for himself, keeping track of his own literary posterity through Isabelle – who he
has informed about his secret life – and the press. He loses everything during the First World War, and chooses
to go back to Africa to die.
Thierry Beinstingel’s brilliantly written first assay at uchronia, or “what if?” alternate history, focuses
on an important topic: how would Rimbaud have lived if he had survived his illness? Beinstingel also addresses
a topic that nags at many writers: what will their place in posterity be, and how will they perceive it?
Thierry Beinstingel is a tele-communications executive. His novel COMPOSANTS (“Components”,
2002), published by Editions Fayard, received a special mention from the 2002 Wepler Prize.

Gestern, Hélène: L’ODEUR DE LA FORÊT (THE SMELL OF THE FOREST)
(Arléa, August 2016, 706 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix Fémina.
Ø

The fourth novel of Helen Gestern. If we find her favorite themes, memory, puzzle, the power of
photography is by far the most extensive.

Ø

This is a multiple text first by what he gives to see: the physical and psychological horrors of
trench warfare, the troubled times and heroic occupation, and the present of the narrator.
Multiple chosen also by forms of writing: newspaper, correspondence, direct narration.

A crossing of the loss, the search for the missing stories, swallowed by war, time, silence. But it also
celebrates the unexpected power of love and memory when it comes to enlighten the future of their footsteps:
those that enlighten, but also devour the living.
A professional randomly placed in the hands of Elizabeth Batory, a historian of photography, letters and
album of Alban Willecot. This lieutenant, died at the front in 1917, was a friend of one of the greatest poets of
his time, Anatole Massis, and had with him an extensive correspondence. Initially spurred by the hope of finding
answers to Massis, Elizabeth, who resumes work after months of mourning, will gradually took a liking to
Willecot that war tore his astronomy studies and lives day by day intense fighting. She starts looking for Diane,
the young woman whose lieutenant was desperately in love, and scans each of the photographs he took in the
forehead, sensing that behind those smiles and those aligned regiments faces hides another tragedy, which
descendants intersect in turn the great history during World war II.
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Hélène Gestern is forty years old. She lives and works in Nancy. She is the author of three others books
published by Arléa. Her first novel, LES GENS SUR LA PHOTO (The People in the Photo) has sold over
60,000 copies and has been translated in English and Italian.

Grannec, Yannick: LE BAL MÉCANIQUE (THE METAL PARTY)
(Anne Carrière, August 2016, 544 pages)
Was shortlisted for the prix Fnac and the Prix Monde.
Ø

This fascinating novel is at once a historical saga, a family drama and an existential quest.

Ø

Yannick Grannec pays tribute to “modern” artists and their utopias, in a novel that transmits an
abiding passion for art and history.

Ø

Alongside characters ranging from Paul Klee and Otto Dix to reality-TV-show producers and
desperate housewives, the author addresses timeless questions like family ties and parents’ role
from birth to adulthood.

Spanning a backdrop of two centuries of modern art, persecution and famous people, the author
explores notions of kinship and parenthood, and the ties that make a family.
In present-day Chicago, Josh is the star presenter of a reality-TV show. His trick is helping
dysfunctional families learn to get along better by redoing their interior decorating. As he is adjusting to the idea
of becoming a father late in life, he learns about the death of his own father, and the secrets that have poisoned
four generations of his family are finally revealed to him.
Munich, 1930: Brilliant, radical Magda is a student at the Bauhaus. The daughter of a Jewish art dealer
and the goddaughter of Paul Klee, the driving force behind avant-garde “degenerate” art, she is also the mother
of Carl, who she will leave behind with her parents so she can go to Russia to live out her dreams of an aesthetic
utopia. Although they are separated by two generations, Magda and Josh experience the same existential
dilemmas and trouble becoming mature adults.
Yannick Grannec lives in Saint-Paul-de-Vence. LE BAL MÉCANIQUE is her second novel. Her first
novel, LA DEESSE DES PETITES VICTOIRES sold over 150,000 copies (Hardcover & Pocketbook) and was
widely and enthusiastically praised. (Prix des Libraires 2013, Prix Fondation Prince Pierre de Monaco 2013).
Rights sold to: USA/UK (Other Press), The Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers), Austria/Germany (Ecowin
Verlag/Lessingstrasse 6), Spain & Latin America (Alfaguara), Italy (Longanesi), Czech Republic (Argo), Russia
(Ripol Classic), Greece (Alexandreia).
“She is not a beginner, but holds firm to her ambitions, acclaimed when her last book a The Goddess of
Small Victories, appeared. Novelist Yannick Grannec brings us Le Bal mécanique (Anne Carrière), a saga of the
avant- garde artistic world in interwar Germany.” – Le Figaro
“In this ambitious 500-page, extremely well-documented saga, erudition plays hide and seek with
fiction. The novelist has created multiple settings, voices, characters - both fictional and real - viewpoints and
flashbacks. The book is adorned with missives and emails, powerful dialogues and well-tempered
contemplations” – Le Figaro
“Prolific and erudite, Yannick Grannec’s second novel covers a century of art and history, making us
as familiar with the students of Bauhaus, the famous German art school of the interwar period, as with a modern
reality show. Her itinerary is the family tree of a painter from Saint-Paul.” – Le Monde

Mauvignier, Laurent: CONTINUER (KEEPING ON)
(Éditions de Minuit, September 2016, 239 pages)
40,000 printed copies.
Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Médicis, Prix Décembre, Prix Fémina, Prix Landerneau
and Prix du Roman des Étudiants France Culture-Télérama 2017.
Was longlisted for Prix du roman FNAC.
Ø

An unusual coming-of-age tale that explores both mother-son relationships and self-discovery.

Ø

With the novel’s very visual style, the author makes us feel like we are traveling across the steppe
of Kyrgyzstan, filming the landscape, alongside the two main characters.

Ø

A portrait of a woman who is stronger than she seems, an anti-heroine who stumbles, but is
always willing to acknowledge her mistakes, get up and try again.
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In his latest novel, Laurent Mauvignier brings us to Kyrgyzstan in the wake of Sybille, who has set off
on a long trek on horseback with her son, Samuel. ‘Equitherapy’ in central Asia as an unusual way to help him
through the difficult teenage years.
In Bordeaux, Sybille, a recent, slightly depressed divorcée, is struggling to find a new equilibrium in her
own life as well as a way to wrest her 16-year-old son Samuel from juvenile delinquency. She decides to take
him trekking on horseback across the steppe of Kyrgyzstan. Mother and son will encounter everything from lifethreatening dangers to nomads who invite them into their yurts for a unique opportunity to discover their culture.
While the time they spend alone together brings Samuel and Sybille closer, every interaction they have with
other people seems to make Samuel withdraw into himself a little more – until he finally runs away on
horseback. It is only when he decides to look for his mother, finding her wounded and in a coma, that Samuel
understands how powerful the ties that bind them – which their extraordinary journey abroad has strengthened –
really are.
Over the exotic background of nomadic culture, Mauvignier portrays a mother’s unusual struggle to
tighten her bonds with her son, and to get back in touch with her own truest self as well.
Laurent Mauvignier was born in 1967 in central France. A playwright and an award-winning novelist,
he is the author, most notably, of APPRENDRE A EN FINIR (“Learning to End”) and DANS LA FOULE (“In
the Crowd”). CONTINUER is his thirteenth published work.
Rights sold: Italy and China.
“Le nouveau roman de Laurent Mauvignier est un formidable page-turner sur l’intimité d’une relation
mère-fils et l’amour qui, face au drame de la vie, nous dicte de “continuer ”. Livres Hebdo
“Hymne incomparable à l’amour d’une mère pour son fils, Continuer est aussi un grand livre
d’aventures, sauvage et abrupt, d’une splendeur visuelle qui appelle à l’adaptation cinématographique.
Époustouflant. ” Télérama
“Avec la finesse et l’acuité qui le caractérise, Laurent Mauvignier explore une fois de plus les liens
entre les êtres. ” Le Magazine Littéraire

Roy, Simon: OWEN HOPKINS, ESQUIRE
(Boréal, September 2016, 248 pages)
An inveterate and compulsive liar, an impostor – that’s Owen Hopkins in the eyes of his son Jarvis.
When news reaches Montreal that Owen is dying under the low and grey Yorkshire sky of his homeland, Jarvis
knows what that means. Father and son made a pact when he was still a child and the time has come for him to
fulfil his promise.
After his first book, Ma vie rouge Kubrick, a cross between a novel and an essay intertwining the
macabre phantasmagoria of the film, The Shining, and the brutal reality of a family drama, Simon Roy here
explores the themes of lies and guilt, without abandoning his style of writing in fragments, allusion and
metaphors, in which action and narration continually intersect, and reflection and fiction feed off each other.
With this second book, Simon Roy firmly establishes his unique place on the Quebec literary scene.
He’s one of the rare writers to base his works on the tragic and how we survive tragedy, which makes reading his
books a deeply moving human experience.
Simon Roy teaches literature in a College. MA VIE ROUGE KUBRIK is his first book won The
Booksellers Price.

Sizun, Marie: LA GOUVERNANTE SUÉDOIS (THE SWEDISH HOUSEKEEPER)
(Arléa, August 2016, 320 pages)
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Ø

An evocative description of nostalgia for one’s homeland: having to move makes the characters
feel like they’ve been forced out of the Garden of Eden.

Ø

The story of a bourgeois family from the height of their fortune to their social descent, and from
Sweden to France.

Ø

The title character, the Swedish housekeeper, is a headstrong woman with a heart of gold, who
never complains about her condition.

Ø

The novel’s gradual construction of a family secret, which, little by little, poisons all of the
characters’ lives.
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The latest novel from Marie Sizun, in which she returns to the themes that run through the body of her
work: filiation, childhood and family relationships. The story of a painful family secret: the destructive
adulterous relationship between a Swedish housekeeper and her employer.
Léonard Sèzeneau, a Frenchman, arrives in Goteborg, Sweden, in 1867. He offers French classes and
conferences on contemporary literature to Goteborg’s high society. There he meets Hulda, a fragile and innocent
young aristocratic woman. They become involved, and Léonard leaves his wife to marry her. To help her out, he
hires a housekeeper, a young woman from a good family that has fallen on hard times. They live happily until
Léonard has a reversal of fortune and must return to France with his wife and family. There he will have an
affair with the Swedish housekeeper, which gradually does his wife in.
Marie Sizun builds the tension gradually; as the story unfolds, the characters’ horizons slowly shrink, from
Sweden to the house in Meudon, a huis clos that feels like a trap, where all of the family’s dramas play out:
adultery, hidden pregnancy and depression.
Marie Sizun was born in Paris in 1940. She won the 2008 Grand Prix littéraire des lectrices de Elle for
her novel LA FEMME DE L'ALLEMAND (The German Man’s Wife), published by Editions Arléa in 2007. LA
GOUVERNANTE SUEDOISE is her ninth novel.
“Avec simplicité et poésie, elle conte la lente déliquescence d’une toute jeune femme arrachée à son
pays par l’homme qu’elle aime. ” – L’Obs
“Et cette histoire, dans le fond sordide, devient, par la grâce d’une écriture, profondément humaine et
touchante. ” – Letemps-ch.com
“Un beau roman intimiste qui séduira les amateurs du genre. ” – Blog Sylire
“Une écriture d’une grande élégance (…) Marie Sizun signe là l’un de ses plus beaux romans. ” –
Ouest France
“Un roman d’amour malgré son côté sombre, avec l’écriture sensible et délicate de Marie Sizun. ” –
Le Télégramme
“Marie Sizun reconstitue un univers presque exclusivement féminin. Avec la sensibilité qu’on lui
reconnait au fil de son œuvre, elle dresse le portrait d’une époque avec ses codes, ses usages, et ses petits
arrangements. ” – Blog de Mimi

Peylin, Diane: MÊME LES PÊCHEURS ONT LE MAL DE MER (EVEN FISHERMEN
GET SEASICK)
(Les Escales, June 2016, 220 pages)
Ø

A poignant tale about fate and transmitting a family legacy that will make readers think about
their own life choices.

Ø

Told over a backdrop that is at once summery – composed of blue skies, the sea and fishing –
and striking, in the manner of One Hundred Years Of Solitude, because of the characters who
are crushed by their own fate on a small Mediterranean island.

Ø

Three main characters who seem very different, but who, each in their own way, become terribly
endearing as they tell their stories.

The day I turn five, he wakes me up at four in the morning and takes me to his boat. It is time for me to
learn the trade. He watches me throw up for hours without saying a word. He handles the nets, bait and tanks
without paying the slightest attention to me. I think he is disappointed in me; I am a burden to him. His skin
looks black in the dark. When I realize how much he scares me, I throw up some more.
On a small sandy and volcanic island, colored by the Mediterranean, three men of the same family,
three fishermen, have to face a lifetime of regrets and silence. Valence Orozco, the untamed and sparing father
never overcame the death of his wife Rocio. Rafa, the grandfather, a steel-gazing giant, never indulged to
Valente, yet inexplicably started smiling one morning to never stop. And Salvi, the son, left the island for the
continent, fleeing his preordained destiny. Salvi hates the sea, the nets, the fish smell, and above all the
patriarchal values of a society that does not resemble him.
Three men plagued by secrets, the weight of the unsaid puts a strain on each next generation. The
women stand in their wake, alternate suns and daggers. Delicately intertwined, these moving trajectories lay bare
three sons in search of their father.
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Born in 1978, Diane Peylin ran a Bed&Breakfast in Ardèche, was a teacher, and toured the world in a
sailing boat. Today, she teaches creative writing and is a full time novelist. She is the author of À L’ENDROIT
OÙ ELLES NAISSENT (Les Nouveaux Auteurs, grand prix du roman de l’été 2011, 40 000 copies sold) and
QUAND JE SERAI GRANDE, JE SERAI VIEILLE (Flammarion, 2015).

Vallejo, François UN DANGEREUX PLAISIR (DANGEROUS PLEASURE)
(Viviane Hamy, August 2016, 320 pages)
Ø

A journey around the dining tables of France, in a tasty writing style that’s reminiscent of
Muriel Barbery’s Gourmandise.

Ø

An anti-superhero who uses his skill as a cook to wield power over other people.

Ø François Vallejo is not one of these writers who embroider all their work with the same subject.
On the contrary, it is a matter of honour for him to explore entirely different universes in every
single one of his novels.

Ø Only the elegance of his writing and the subtlety of the portraits can make the link between his
stories.
Élie Élian, the novel’s hero, fulfils his destiny and becomes a talented chef. Cooking delivers him
experiences of love and success, and then the fall...
Élie Élian is one of those children who pushes away the plate his parents give him. He lingers at the
back of the newly-opened restaurant in his neighbourhood. The gestures he notices and smells from the kitchen
reveal his destiny: he will be a chef. In the restaurants where he offers his services by scrubbing pots and pans,
he continues to study and learn by what he sees. But, after breaking one too many dishes, Élie is shown the door.
On the street, he mixes with shady characters who try to teach him the art of “dining and dashing “.
His first attempt in a modest restaurant will lead to the meeting of a lifetime. Jeanne Maudor, the widow
of a great chef who died on the job, will help him to try out his most extravagant recipes while initiating him into
love and sensuality.
François Vallejo teaches Literature. He has been published by Viviane Hamy since 1998. His novel
West (2006) :won the famous Radio Prize : Le Prix du Livre Inter, and stayed on the bestsellers’lists for one year
(135,000 copies sold, all editions together).

Lacroix, Jean-Yves: PECHBLENDE (PITCHBLENDE)
(Albin Michel, August 2016, 312 pages)
3,000 copies sold
Ø

A coming-of-age story, like a modernized SENTIMENTAL EDUCATION set during World War
II.

Ø

The story of the earliest, perilous research into the atomic bomb, performed in the laboratories of
the Collège de France with Joliot-Curie.

Ø

Parisian literary life during the Occupation: informers, anti-Semitic commodification of art,
joining the underground resistance fighters.

A brilliant novel that begins like a treasure hunt in a sophisticated academic universe and becomes a
nostalgic journey into the past, with four convincing and engaging heroes.
In the spring of 1938, Jef Goldman, a young philosopher, walks into Edouard Mesens’ antiquarian
bookshop in search of Omar Khayyam’s Algebra. Lucien, the apprentice, finds the book for him and the three
men become friends. Lucien falls in love with Laura, a young Italian who is experimenting with Joliot-Curie on
the splitting of the atom from uranium oxide (formerly known as pitchblende: said to be an unlucky stone). The
war and the Occupation alter the course of their lives forever. Edouard, enraged by the booming traffic of rare
books due to the confiscation of Jewish bookshops, leaves the management of his bookshop to Lucien to join the
Resistance. The three young people soon follow the same path, driven by the torments of History…
Jean-Yves Lacroix deals in precious books. He translated the works of Herman Melville, E.E.
Cummings and William Blake. He also authored a much-admired novel: HAUTE EPOQUE (Albin Michel,
2013).
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Arditi, Metin: L'ENFANT QUI MESURAIT LE MONDE (THE CHILD WHO
MEASURED THE WORLD)
(Grasset, August 2016, 304 pages)
Metin Arditi whisks readers away to the imaginary Greek island of Kalamaki where we meet three
unique and endearing characters: Yannis, an autistic child, Maraki, his mother and guardian, and Eliot, an
architect who has come to continue the project his beloved daughter started on the island before her tragic
death. But, a real estate development backed by local politicians will turn their world upside down…
From behind his wall of silence, little Yannis measures everything down to the very order of the world.
Maraki, his mother who is raising him on her own, gets up every morning at dawn to laboriously make a living
by longline fishing. Eliot is a retired architect who has left the US to live on the island where his daughter died
and continue a study she began. While scouring Greece in search of the Golden Ratio, he meets Maraki and her
son, and decides to come to their aid. The old man quickly takes to this child, who is so different from any other
he has met. He tells him about the great myths of Antiquity: the lives of the gods, their passions, their crimes…
But plans to build a luxury hotel create an excitement among the population. It might radically
transform the island… Wouldn’t it be a better idea to build a school, a sort of phalanstery that would bring
together the most brilliant minds and prepare them to be world leaders, just like Eliot’s daughter imagined?
While the inhabitants of the island engage in soul-searching, other relationships are formed between these three
characters, thanks to the deep friendship established between the autistic child and the elderly man.
Metin Arditi is a Swiss novelist of Turkish origin and author of Le Turquetto (winner of the 2012 Prix
Jean Giono). For Grasset, he has published La Confrérie des moines volants (2014) and Juliette dans son bain
(2015). As a special envoy for UNESCO to establish intercultural dialogue, he has travelled frequently to Israel
and Palestine, as well as Turkey, Armenia and Greece where he spends most of his time. In Geneva, he presides
over the Pole Autism Foundation.
Rights sold for previous works: Greek (Patakis)

Joncour, Serge REPOSE-TOI SUR MOI (RELY ON ME)
(Flammarion, August 2016, 432 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix du Style, Prix Landerneau, Prix Interallié and Prix Jean Giono.
26,000 copies sold!
Ø

L'Amour sans le faire and L'écrivain national are being adapted into films.

Ø

Unforgettable characters with whom we cannot fail to relate.

In this great novel of love and unrest, Serge Joncour collides today’s world and the intimate universe.
He sheds some light on our rival aspirations — city and country, solidarity and selfishness — against the
backdrop of the general disorder at play in our society, where, in the end, loving seems to be the ultimate form of
resistance.
Aurore is a reknowed fashion designer and Ludovic a former farmer working in debt recovery. They
don't seem to have anything in common apart from a peculiar problem: crows have taken up residence in the
courtyard of their old Paris building. She is terrified of them, when her fiery neighbour would know how to
eliminate them. For this young woman who both puzzles and repels him, he is going to kill them. This first step
will lead them on a strenuous path, which from complicity to love, will make them venture away from their
sensible daily routine.
Serge Joncour is the author of ten books, including UV (Prix France Télévision 2003), L'Idole (2005),
Combien de fois je t'aime (2008), L'Homme qui ne savait pas dire non (2010), L'Amour sans le faire (2012) and
L'écrivain national (2014).
“Cet auteur magique et malicieux sait comme personne évoquer la vie contemporaine et ses
contradictions, les peurs sociales et la beauté des âmes. Il décrit le vertige amoureux et la force des apparences
sans élever le ton, gardant ce pétillement de la phrase qui permet de glisser du sourire aux larmes.” Télérama
“la plus belle histoire d'amour de cette rentrée littéraire.” RTL
“Serge Joncour nous propose le roman fort d’une époque aux accents chabroliens, dans laquelle
l’amour a encore toute sa place à condition de savoir jouer des coudes pour s’en approcher.” Pages des
Libraires
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Quignard, Pascal: LES LARMES (TEARS)
(Grasset, September 2016, 224 pages)
Ø

Like in Tous Les Matins du Monde (All the World’s Mornings – translated internationally),
where we discover the famous viole-player Marin Marais, Les Larmes resuscitates another
figure that history forgot: Nithard, the first person to ever write in French, in 842.

Ø

In his inimitable style, Pascal Quignard reinvents the man’s life, as well as that of his twin
brother, Hartnid.

Pascal Quignard, author of a grandiose literary work, returns once again with a novel cut from the
same cloth as those that have made him the internationally renowned author we’ve come to know. Here, he tells
the story of Nithard who, in the 9th century, was the first person to ever write in French.
Pascal Quignard has never felt any national, or even regional pride. Only languages enthral him – like
that precise moment when, in a child’s mouth, sound becomes a word and we shift from a symbolic system to
something else: the birth of a language. He shares this moment of transformation with us through the story of
these two brothers.
Pascal Quignard is a novelist (Carus, Le Salon du Wurtemberg, Les Escaliers de Chambord, Tous les
matins du monde, Terrasse à Rome, Villa Amalia, Les Solidarités mystérieuses) and has written a great number
of literary texts where fiction mingles with reflection. The first volume of Dernier Royaume, Les ombres
errantes, received the Prix Goncourt in 2002, and Mourir de penser, volume IX, was published in 2014.
Rights sold for the different volumes of Dernier Royaume: Albanian (Koci), Bosnian (TDK
Sahinpasik), Bulgarian (Lege Artis), Castilian (La Cifra, Sexto Piso for Mexico/ Cuenco de Plata for Latin
America excluding Mexico), Chinese (simplified: Yilin), Czech (Vojtech Ripka Jitro), Estonian (Kultuurileht),
English (UK: Seagull), German (Diaphanes Verlag Berlin), Japanese (Seido Sha), Polish (Czytelnik), Portuguese
(Portugal: Gotica), Korean (Moonhak Kwa)

Claudel, Philippe: L’ARBRE DU PAYS TORAJA (THE TORAJA PEOPLE’S TREE)
(Stock, January 2016, 216 pages)
Ø

Philippe Claudel’s latest novel is to some extent his Grande Bellezza.

“What are the living? At first glance, it seems so obvious. Separating the living from the dead. Being
among the living. Being alive. But what does being alive really mean? When I breathe and walk, when I eat, or
dream, or urinate, am I fully alive? What’s the highest level of living?”
A filmmaker half way through his life loses his closest friend who is also his producer, the funny,
unsettling Eugène. Drifting between two glorious women, between the past and the present, amid memories of
dearly loved faces and dazzling unexpected encounters, Kundera in a hospital café, Piccoli with his explosive
laugh, the narrator considers “the place death has in our lives”. And so Eugène’s tomb becomes a promise of life,
and we manage to escape melancholy in order to be reconciled with ourselves.
Philippe Claudel is the author of Grey Souls (LES AMES GRISES, winner of the 2003 Prix Renaudot
and translated in more than 30 countries), Monsieur Linh and His child (LA PETITE FILLE DE MONSIEUR
LINH, Stock 2005), Brodeck’s Report (LE RAPPORT DE BRODECK, winner of the 2007 Goncourt des
lycéens) and L’ENQUÊTE (Stock, 2010). He has directed four feature films, notably I’ve Loved You so Long
(IL Y A LONGTEMPS QUE JE T’AIME) with Elsa Zylberstein and Kristin Scott Thomas, which won two
César awards.
A filmmaker half way through his life loses his closest friend who is also his producer, the funny,
unsettling Eugène. Drifting between two glorious women, between the past and the present, amid memories of
dearly loved faces and dazzling unexpected encounters, this novel celebrates the promises of life.
Philippe Claudel is the author, at Stock, of numerous novels, essays and plays, among which Les Âmes
grises (2003 Prix Renaudot, translated into more than 30 languages) and Le Rapport de Brodeck (2007 Prix
Goncourt des lycéens). He has directed four feature films.
Rights sold: China (Shanghai Translation), Croatia (Bozicevic), Denmark (Arvids), Italy (Ponte Alle
Grazie), Germany (Thiele), Israel (Sendik), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Porto), Spain (Salamandra),
Sweden (Norstedts), Taiwan (Ecus) and UK (MacLehose)

30

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
“A meditation on the fragility of existence.” Paris Match
“A masterpiece.” Le Parisien
“His writing might have never been more beautiful, more lucid.” L’Express
“This story, supported by a fine writing style and full of imagery, is tremendously lively.” Elle
“A compelling and remarkably written novel that one will close with regret.” Version Femina
“There is some darkness in these pages, though a luminous darkness, same as in LES ÂMES GRISES.”
Paris Match

Quint, Michel: UN HIVER AVEC LE DIABLE (A WINTER WITH THE DEVIL)
(Presses de la Cité, October 2016, 416 pages)
The chronicle of life in a village in northern France in the wake of the Second World War. A tormented
climate of tension and deep questioning...
1953. Hortense Weber, a young single woman from Alsace who has taken up a post as a primary school
teacher in the village of Equignies, gives birth to a little boy.
At the maternity hospital she meets Robert Duvinage, a young hoodlum. Because she sees through him
but doesn’t report him to the police, and because she senses that the young woman is har- bouring a secret, an
affectionate but mistrustful relationship grows up between them. Robert puts his criminal activities on hold for a
while and takes a job as a chef in the bistrot-cum-grocery store belonging to the communist mayor of Erquignies
while at the same time looking out for Hortense’s interests, rather against her will. The war in Indochina is at its
height and dividing the opinion of the local population and the Cold War is a daily reality... Dissension is exacerbated by the trial in Bordeaux of the Nazis who massacred the inhabitants of Oradour in 1944. In Erquignies,
people are as violently divided as in the rest of France: is the responsibility for a crime against humanity
collective or individual? Perhaps on account of her origins, the fact that she shares a name with one of the
accused or her status as a very young mother, fingers start to be pointed at Hortense...
Michel Quint publishes roughly one book every year, whether it be a novel, a children’s book, a short
story collection or a biography. His biggest success to date is Effroyables jardins, which has sold 486,000 copies
and been adapted for the cinema.

DEBUT NOVEL
Chantreau, Jérôme: AVANT QUE NAISSE LA FORÊT (BEFORE THE FOREST
BEGINS)
(Les Escales, August 2016, 224 pages)
Long-listed for : Prix du Style 2016
Ø

A book that is both enchanting and disturbing, that affects readers deeply, drawing them deep
into the forest.

Ø

A writing style that intertwines sensory perceptions with emotions, embracing the narrator’s
multiple, ever-changing perceptions and allowing reader’s to see how they evolve: his senses
grow sharper every day.

Ø

A diary of mourning in which the narrator follows in his mother’s footsteps, and describes her
painful appearances.

Ø

The forest is a character in its own right, an element that is at once evil and beneficial, one
which will gradually transform the man, feeding him, but also leading him away from the society
of other men, and from his own family.

In a house deep inside a vast forest, a man who has come to settle his mother’s estate actually gets
caught up in family memories and trapped by a world that will change him profoundly. An enchantingly modern
fairy tale that shows how a modern man of the city is turned into a man of the forest.
For his mother’ funeral, a man has come to spend a few days at his family home deep in the woods.
Unexpectedly, he discovers a whole territory to which he feels organically connected, and vivid memories that
he has inherited. To help ith his mourning, he explores the house and decides to cut himself off from the world
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and to live exclusively on what the forest can provide. He eventually chooses to eradicate his human memory
and take on the timeless soul of the forest. He starts by methodically burning every item in the house and winds
up burning down the house itself, and running half naked into the forest. Jérôme Chantreau tells the tale of a
man’s rebirth through the destruction of all the memories that have burdened his family for years by returning to
the forest, which teaches him to live as he pleases.
Jérôme Chantreau is a professor at the University Paris-Sorbonne. AVANT QUE NAISSE LA FORET
is his first novel.
“ Une compétence qui explique la sensibilité particulière au charme ensorceleur des forêts imprégnant
ce roman de deuil.” Livres Hebdo
« Jérôme Chantreau nous raconte cette quête écologique avec ce même souci de simplicité, sans
fioritures inutiles. Pari réussi !“ Blog le salon littéraire

Guillaud, Maëlle: LUCIE OU LA VOCATION (LUCIE OR HER VOCATION)
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, Août 2016, 208 pages)
Offer for Film rights and paperback rights!
Long-listed for: Prix du premier roman, Prix du Style and Prix du Premier Roman.
Ø

A very endearing main character: like all young adults, she is on a quest for self-discovery and
meaning in her life.

Ø

A stunningly insightful style that manages to describe the singular love of God.

Ø

Extremely precise and well-documented, the novel resonates perfectly with issues of faith,
humility and spirituality in today’s society.

Combining suspense and a quest for absolute love, the author presents an unusual and extremely
moving debut novel.
Lucie is in love. Hopelessly. But it is an uphill battle to get her family and friends to accept her choice.
Refusing to give in to her family’s anger and incomprehension, despite the daily humiliations, sacrifices and
asceticism required of her, she stays strong, dreaming of absolute love. Yet one day, her hard-won determination
is shaken when she stumbles across a secret. Doubt infiltrates into her certitude. Has she been deluding herself or
was she manipulated? With infinite sensitivity and insight, Maëlle Guillaud leads us through a world of
impenetrable rules.
Maëlle Guillaud is an editor. LUCIE OU LA VOCATION is her first novel.
“A novel of rare intensity, thanks to its deft construction, and the issues it raises.” Le Figaro Littéraire
“An intensely moving debut novel” Livres Hebdo
“Maëlle Guillaud takes on a complex subject with sensitivity and great subtlety of tone.” Page des
Libraires
“A surprising and promising first novel” Prima
“Subtle and unsettling, this promising debut novel points a finger at religion’s hold, as a form of
radicalization.” Version Femina

Causse, Manu: LA 2CV VERTE (THE GREEN CITROËN 2CV)
(Denoël, March 2016, 256 pages)
Ø

An outstanding, poignant debut novel!

Ø

Manu Causse uses La 2CV verte as a vehicle to speak about father-son relationships and family
secrets, and also tackles themes like guilt, atonement, and how one can overcome dramas.

Ø

A most touching tale, with original and endearing characters.

A most unusual novel that takes the form of an initiatory road-movie to better deal with subjects such as
the relationships between fathers and sons, autism and family secrets in a witty, sweet and realistic way.
Isaac seems like an empty little boy. He is autistic. He has a body; he has eyes, but seems void inside.
He only screams every now and again. Ever since he was born, his parents have ceaselessly destroyed one other
with constant bitterness and guilt. The father, Éric Dubon, is exhausted and distraught. But when he inherits an
old, beat up 2CV at the death of his uncle, everything goes wild. Behind the wheel of his little car, he decides to
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remove his son from the institution where he is confined, and to run away with him. Surrounded by ghosts and
old memories, the two fugitives embark on a strange journey. What happened in Éric Dubon’s past, and what are
his plans for his son? With the help of a moody teen-age girl, tracked down by a mushroom-loving cop and
accompanied by an arrogant and talkative kitten, the father and son duo will hit the road to live a bewitching rite
of passage. The strange ride in the green 2CV is tipped to be eventful.
An original novel tapping into various genres – road movie, thriller, fairy tale – to tell a heartwarming
family story.
Manu Causse was born near Paris, but grew up in Aveyron. He worked as a cultural organizer and a
teacher, before giving up teaching ten years ago to dedicate himself to writing and translating. He lives in
Toulouse with his life partner, also a writer, and their kids.
Rights sold in Germany (Droemer) after auction, Italy (Nord/Mauri Spagnol), and the Netherlands
(Signatuur/Bruna). Ongoing offers for the French pocket book edition too!

Dazy, Sylvie: MÉTAMORPHOSE D'UN CRABE (THE METAMORPHOSIS OF A
CRAB)
(Le Dilettante, August 2016, 160 pages)
Ø

What Sylvie Dazy reveals throughout this feverish monologue, this abrasive confession, is daily
life in a prison, the life - and nothing else - of a prison guard.

A young prison warden is appointed to his first job. He sees himself as an ambushed ethnologist,
observing staff and prisoners. But as he loses himself in his own maze, he tries several paths before his project
takes an unexpected twist. It’s the story of humanity imprisoned on the other side of the walls.
Be warned, with Métamorphose d’un crabe, you’ll find no seaside views, no café terraces, no record
sunshine: life is drab, tough, with meagre wages, little air, and no smiles. The pleasures and the routine of an
ordinary screw, but who contemplates writing a “great book about prison life”. The hero is named Christo, a guy
from the North, endowed with an absurd degree in English, brought up in the shadow of the Bapaume prison and
who, far from the family café, “sailed off to an exotic land”, that of the clink. For there, with his attentive ear and
his ethnologist’s eye, he believes he can quench his thirst for a dangerous land, a real-time adventure: “Danger at
times, risks, weapons. Solidarity among men too, as well as joy, wardens love to laugh heartily. Mornings would
be an adventure.” Though adventure is present, it consists mainly of endless rounds, paced by the thud of heels
and the click of keys, the rumble of trolleys and the sudden alarms: suicides, fires, riots, a life of wandering in
the never-ending corridors interspersed with reprimands, promotions and transfers. Then come the men, the
supervisors and the supervised, the grasses and demi-leaders, false mates and real nutters. “Prison is a strange
school, where the work done is just as easily slap dash as it is delicate, that’s what nobody wants to understand.”
Sylvie Dazy works a the prisons of Fleury-Mérogis and La Santé as a social worker, in charge of
rehabilitation, and says that is where she learned everything about human relations. As she approached forty, she
grew tired of always starting her day knocking at prison doors, and decided to write, to knock at the doors of
publishing houses and delivered this tale, inspired by her experience.
“Sans complaisance, mais avec un vrai souffle romanesque, Sylvie Dazy accompagne son héros sur ses
chemins de perdition. Ce faisant, elle lui rend la dignité que confère la littérature à ses enfants méritants. ”
Livres Hebdo
“La romancière trouve la bonne distance par rapport à sa propre expérience : ni trop près, pour
échapper à la sidération, ni trop loin, pour rendre compte au plus juste de ce lien tissé d’amitié, de haine, de
respect, et de rivalité entre le personnel pénitentiaire et les détenus. ” Le Monde

Llobet, Anaïs: LES MAINS LACHEES (LET GO OF MY HAND)
(Plon, August 2016, 160 pages)
Ø

A very interesting point of view since the main character is both journalist and victim.

Ø

A poignant reflection on the difficulty to recover from such a traumatism.

Ø

Societal issue as the role of media in the midst of humanitarian catastrophes.

A tragic and relevant first novel in which a young French journalist attempts to keep on living through
the chaos of Yolanda typhoon.
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Madel, a young french journalist living in the Philipinnes, is spending a few days in her boyfriend Jan’s
hometown, Taboclan. Until a category 5 strength typhoon, Yolanda - the strongest of history - invites itself on
the little island of Leyte. Triggering a 6 meter high wave, Yolanda destroys everything on its passage, carrying
off more than 7000 people. Among them, Jan. Barely making it, Madel fails in saving the child that he entrusted
to her. Amongst the chaos, and at the cost of the silencing of her own emotions, Madel has to take on her
journalist role. She meets other survivors: Baba, the grandmother of the village; the courageous Jirug; a 10 yearsold child; a fireman turned undertaker, and David a doctor. In a devastated world where other journalists are
turning into vultures, Madel attempts to find her place, and to collect the survivor’s words, to ward off death,
which might have taken Jan, and to keep on living. But a typhoon that strong never gives a rest to those that he
spared.
Journalist for the AFP Moscow, who formerly freelanced in Manilla, Anaïs Llobet covered the Yolanda
typhoon for the French and American media in 2013. LES MAINS LACHEES is her first novel.

Papin, Line: L’ÉVEIL (THE AWAKENING)
(Stock, August 2016, 256 pages)
English sample chapter available
Longlisted for the Prix Wepler fondation La Poste
Longlisted for the the prix Transfuge du meilleur premier roman
Shortlisted for the prix de la Forêt des livres.
“I must return there, it is unbearable knowing him to be here, he who lives and breathes close by. No,
it is not about the awakening, about reality, it is purely my attention that he arouses for the time being. It is
down below, further away, that we are going to bloom, to fall, to move. It excites me, it irritates me. I am on the
verge of the awakening, the verge of the awakening.”
The scene is set in Hanoi, in the alleyways of that overheated city. It could be said that the story is not
important. It touches every one of us. It could be today, yesterday, even a long time ago. It is a universal story
that is told and retold. The protagonists are two girls and two boys whose ages, faces, idiosyncrasies and
tenderness are revealed little by little. It is also an initiation even if they seem to have already experienced so
much and yet so little. This is a love story, fragile and strong, painful and sensual where the girls do no more
than weather the storm when, drunk on sour wine, they are kissed in dimly-lit bedrooms.
Line Papin was born in Hanoi on the 30th of December, 1995, and spent half of her life living in
Vietnam. She is currently studying for a degree in Art History in Paris, after studying Literature. The Awakening
is her first novel, on which she worked from the age of 17.
Rights sold: Spain (Alianza)
“C’est très maîtrisé, j’ai été surprise jusqu’à la fin. Vous avez des pages magnifiques sur Hanoï, cette
atmosphère moite et délétère, cette torpeur et cette excitation perpétuelles, et tout cela dit à l’imaginaire de vos
personnages… “ Annie Ernaux, Elle
“L'Eveil a cette grâce délicate des romans qui tiennent à très peu de chose : une atmosphère, une
musique des mots, quelques silhouettes vives. “ Le Point
“Voix romantique à la Duras, délicatesse d'une étonnante maturité, poésie désenchantée. “ Elle
“Une polyphonie à la fois candide et sensuelle. “ Vanity Fair
“L'Eveil est un ambitieux premier roman, une charmante polyphonie à la sensualité hiératique. “
Livres Hebdo
“Un premier roman débordant de sensualité et de folie. “ PAGE des libraires

Servent, Pierre: LE TESTAMENT AULICK (THE AULICK TESTAMENT)
(Robert Laffont, November 2016, 270 pages)
A powerful and sensitive debut novel written by a WWII historian.
Alexandre Plainlevé is a passionate history professor who piques his students’ interest by bringing
objects from the past to his classes.
One day, a secondhand goods dealer offers him an enigma by showing him a military stripe with
German decorations from World War I that has an imperial Russian medal attached. It is a historical oddity
whose secret he will soon uncover… The antiquarian offers Plainlevé the medal and some papers written by an
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imprisoned German. With a Germanist colleague, he discovers a confession written by a former officer, Karl
Aulick, a diplomat of the Third Reich before he was executed in 1946. As the testament is translated, a love story
develops between the two teachers, and more secrets come to light…
A former journalist for La Croix and Le Monde, as well as a defense consultant for television on France
2 and the program “C dans l’air” on France 5, Pierre Servent has taught for over twenty years at the École de
Guerre.

WOMEN WRITING
Duval, Chloé: LE TEMPS VOLÉ (STOLEN TIME)
(Bragelonne, October 2015, 207 pages)
Full English synopsis available.
English sample chapters available.
Ø

An endearing and refreshing romantic comedy: utterly heart-warming!

Ø

A light-hearted, tender tone that never strikes a false note.

Ø

For fans of Jojo Moyes and Amélie Poulain.

Can a letter from a stranger change your life?
Flavie, author of romance novels and sentimental to the core, cannot help being won over when one day
she receives a mysterious letter, along with an apology from the Post Office for the delay in delivery… of fortythree years! So who is this Amélie and the anonymous man desperate to persuade her to give up everything to
come live with him? Did he manage to contact her? Did she ever see him again?
Deeply moved, Flavie is eager to reunite the pair, decades later, and goes off in search of a love story
out of the distant past that she hopes to ignite once more from the ashes. Despite all the obstacles standing in her
way, she’s determined to have her happy ending. But Flavie’s quest to locate these two strangers leads her
towards the one person she had lost all hope of ever finding…
As a little girl, Chloé Duval dreamed of knights slaying terrifying dragons and damsels in distress.
Today, she’s still seeking, in her stories, to find again the sweetness and the enchantment of the fairy tales she
absorbed as a child. A Frenchwoman by birth, Canadian by adoption, and Québecoise in her heart, Chloé lives in
Montreal with her prince charming and dozens of characters jostling around inside her head.
Rights sold: Germany (Random House Bertelsmann), Poland (Proszynski) and the US (2 book deal with
Kensington).

Bordes, Lucile: 86, ANNÉE BLANCHE (86, THE LOST YEAR)
(Liana Lévi, March 2016, 140 pages)
In the final selection for the Prix Orange du livre 2016!
Ø

Poignant and touching main and secondary characters that will have to give up on their former
lives.

Ø

A simple and realistic writing style that manages to describe with both subtlety and precision the
character’s feelings and the circumstances of the disaster.

Ø

This is the only accident in the history of commercial nuclear power and a key factor in the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Thirty years after the Chernobyl disaster, the safety of nuclear
power remains a hotly debated topic.

On 26 April 1986, the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the Ukrainian town of Pripyat explodes,
launching vast quantities of radioactive particles into the atmosphere. Three women from three different
backgrounds, are living through the aftermath of this disaster.
Lucie is a 15 year old French girl. She hears about the accident on the television and starts panicking.
The big black cloud is coming but nobody seems aware of it. Feeling misunderstood by her dad and with what
seems to be end of the world approaching, she is determined to experience life. Ludmila lives at Pripyat, 3
kilometers from the nuclear power plant. She leaves the town with her daughter to Kiev while her husband
decides to stay behind and help. Her world crumbles few days later ; he’s dying at the hospital. Ioula lives in
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Kiev with her family, just far enough from Pripyat for her to feel safe. But her secret French lover, fearing for his
life, decides to go back to France. Devastated, she’s barely able to realize that their lives are threatened.
Based on the harrowing true catastrophe, still vivid in everyone’s memories, the author brings to life
three moving stories, highlighting the different attitudes and mindsets of both countries.
Lucile Bordes is a writer and professor at the University of Toulon. She’s the author of two novels
published by Liana Levi : I AM THE MARQUISE OF CARABAS (2012) and DECORAMA (2014). She was
born and raised in the south of France.
“Radiation sickness, an unhappy love affair, redundancy, the end of child- hood. . ., Lucile Bordes sets
small disasters within great ones.” Livres Hebdo
“‘Mal des rayons’, chagrin d’amour, licenciement, fin de l’enfance…, Lucile Bordes enchâsse ‘les
petits désastres dans les grands’, toutes ces liquidations alors sans mots et sans images. Rendant hommage à
toutes ces femmes qui se demandaient, ces jours de mai 1986, pourquoi personne ne leur disait rien. Pourquoi
trente ans plus tard, tout a changé, tout est pareil. ” Livres Hebdo

Tajadod, Nahal: LES SIMPLES PRÉTEXTES DU BONHEUR (THE SIMPLE
PRETENSES OF HAPPINESS)
(JC Lattes, August 2016, 250 pages)
Cécile Renan is one of kind. She is a fashion icon and a muse and her beauty and grace are known to
all. Time has passed however and she is no longer young but it doesn’t matter, her smile is eternal. Deep down
though she harbors a devouring fear, a permanent weight on her sternum : “Right here!” she says, hitting her
chest.
One evening she makes an urgent call for a doctor who arrives at her door and she is stunned. Iranian,
like herself, he resembles an actor whose name she has forgotten. He says little, remains professional and leaves
but Cécile will never forget him, his deep eyes and the hand he held out to her.
To find him again, she combs the Iranian quarter in Paris, makes friends with a grocery store owner and
his generous, eccentric family of which every member has a story linked to Iran and France. Although they
belong to another world than hers, they offer solutions to every problem. Little by little their lives will interact
to their mutual benefit. They will help Cecile will discover herself and the reasons why she feels so alone. But,
in the end, perhaps only a trip to Iran will be the cure she needs.
Nahal Tajadod was born in Teheran. She has written several books on China, a superb biographical
novel on Roumi, Roumi le brûlé, and two novels Passport à l’Iranienne and Debout sur la terre published with
Lattès. Her latest novel Elle joue (Albin Michel) was inspired by the life of the Iranian actress Golshifteh
Farahani.

Abécassis, Éliette: PHILOTHÉRAPIE (PHILOTHERAPY)
(Flammarion, May 2016, 320 pages)
Ø

Half way between Sophie's World and You've Got Mail!

In a romantic comedy like no other, Éliette Abécassis talks about love in this virtual age, while using
each chapter to give her readers a philosophy lesson on the various manifestations of love: desire, passion,
betrayal...
In order to forget a difficult breakup, Juliette, who travels extensively for work, decides to take
philosophy lessons on the Internet... But who is the mysterious Professor on the other side of the screen? Why
does he ask her if she's ready for the most intense journey of her life?
A former student of the Ecole Normale Superieure, with a teaching qualification in philosophy, Éliette
Abécassis is the author of numerous highly successful novels published with Albin Michel: Qumran, La
Répudiée, Un heureux événement…

Adriansen, Sophie: THE STARRY GLASS SYNDROME
(Univers Poche, August 2016 , 230 pages)
Reader’s report available

Ø The book is made of pieces of existence : inner questionings, articles, quotations, statistics,
maternal orders, results of medi- cal exams, gynecologist advice, intrusive questions.
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Ø The title comes from the pinball slang: players hit the machine, shattering but not breaking the
glass. It is when everything is broken in the inside while it looks normal on the outside...

Ø A sequel will be published next year.
Feeling pleasure to give life... Easy as a child’s play.
In her late 20’s, Stéphanie has everything to be happy: loyal friends, an amazing job and a perfect and
stable relationship with Guillaume. But a baby is desperately missing. With a very lucid point of view, she
examines how the obsession of becoming pregnant has ruined her life. And from this failed experience, she will
be reborn independent and FREE. Because a mistreated body and an over- solicited mind never give up.
Sophie Adriansen has written 20 books both for adults and children.

Bourdin, Françoise: FACE À LA MER (FACING THE SEA)
(Belfond, September 2016, 286 pages)
France’s #7 Bestselling Authors
Previous Titles Translated Into: English, Italian, Portugese, Dutch, Spanish, Turkish, Polish
And Bulgarian.
Nobody is immune to the disillusionment of our current age, not even the strongest amongst us. A
beautiful novel about burnout and depression.
Mathieu has owned an independent bookshop in Le Havre for more than twenty years. He has devoted
his life to his business, which has resulted in divorce and missing his daughter Angélique growing up. But he is
passionate about his profession, surrounded by colleagues who hold him in high esteem and very successful in
what he does. But success comes at a price and eventually it leads to burnout: suddenly Mathieu finds himself
unable to cross the threshold of his bookshop.
Feeling apathetic and depressed, he decides to jack it all in and to take refuge in Sainte-Adresse in the
house of his old friend César, who has just died. Although he desires nothing but solitude, his nearest and dearest
invite themselves over one after another to see him. There’s Tess, his lover who is powerless to help him, his exwife and his four brothers, who can’t understand what is behind this personal crisis. Angélique is the only one
who is equal to the situation and, despite her youth, she decides to look after the bookshop and spends her days
managing the employees, to the detriment of her studies. Even as Mathieu looks to his past to find the sources of
his debili- tating condition, it may be that the unflagging determination of Angélique will ultimately provide him
with the key to rebuilding his life and adopting a new approach to practising his profession, especially if
threatening situations should arise...
Françoise Bourdin has published 35 novels with Belfond in 20 years. In 2015, she was ranked as
France’s #7 bestselling author. Her books have been translated into English, German, Italian, Portugese, Dutch,
Spanish, Turkish, Polish, Bulgarian.

de Chocqueuse: Bérangère: UNE QUESTION D’HARMONIE (A QUESTION OF
HARMONY)
(Belfond, April 2016, 336 pages)
Ø

The encounter of a lifetime can come at any age...

Achieving harmony is not a question of age but of meeting the right person. This is the story of a
wonderful friendship between two individuals who may be separated in age by half a century but who have so
many things to learn from each other...
She is Julia, and she is 25. He is Paul, and he is 80. She enjoys going out with her friends, spending the
weekends at her parents’ and studying art history, but she often finds herself wondering exactly what she’s going
to do with her life. He is a former musician in the National Orchestra of France, enjoys locking himself away in
his apartment with just his double bass for company, his parents have been dead for many years and every day he
pines for a love of yesteryear.
Each time they meet, she tries to find out a little more about him. He keeps his feelings tightly under
wraps, and yet he never misses a single one of their meetings.
Bérengère de Chocqueuse lives in Paris. For many years she worked as a freelance journalist and editor
while continuing to dedicate herself to creative writing. UNE QUESTION D’HARMONIE is her first novel.
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Plantagenet, Anne:
HOROWITZ)

APPELEZ-MOI

LORCA

HOROWITZ (CALL

ME

LORCA

(Stock, January 2016, 216 pages)
“When Rocío Perales and her husband took on Lorca Horowitz at their firm of architects in Carmona
in the early 2000s, they would never have guessed that this awkward, overweight secretary would end up ruining
their lives. Dreaming she was rich and beautiful, and imitating her boss’s wife down to the tiniest detail, she
siphoned off her boss’s money to lead a completely different life.
Why did this minor news story that I chanced across in a magazine grab my attention? Was it because
of this strange secretary’s name and personality? The way she took another woman’s place? Or because this all
happened in Andalucia where I lived and loved and even had a child?
Besides my son, I have nothing from that period of my life. The woman I was then is incomprehensible
to me now and that’s mind-blowing. I didn’t know but I had to investigate. That’s why I set off in search of
Lorca Horowitz.”
Anne Plantagenet is the author of several novels, including Trois jours à Oran published by Stock; of
biographies (MARILYN MONROE, Folio biographies, 2007; MANOLETE, LE CALIFE FOUDROYÉ, Au
Diable Vauvert, 2010); and short stories (POUR LES SIÈCLES DES SIÈCLES, Stock, 2008); she is also a
prolific translator of novels from Spain and South America.

CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS
Bergmann, Boris: DÉSERTEUR (DESERTER)
(Calmann-Lévy, August 2016, 232 pages)
Shortlisted for Prix Wepler-Fondation la Poste
Shortlisted for the Prix de Flore.
Ø

Totally credible social science fiction, the story of youth in search of commitment.

Ø

Undeniable literary talent, with a range of influences, from Houellebecq (SOUMISSION) to
Robert A. Heinlein (Starship Troopers) via Matrix.

Ø A striking book, well-served by a raw, but subtle style, which leaves the ending open to
interpretation.
Boris Bergmann, 24, a prodigy of French literature (VIENS LA QUE JE TE TUE MA BELLE, (“Come
Here So I Can Kill You, My Lovely”) 2007), brings us his third striking novel, which outlines new forms of
political commitment and resistance.
Paris, towards 2030. In response to unpredictable attacks by terrorist armies striking at the heart of its
capital cities, Western forces have declared a new kind of war: total, absent and perpetual, with neither frontlines
nor cannon fodder, a war waged by remote-controlled drones that shoot geo-localized targets. After his girlfriend
leaves him, a young hacker in the midst of an existential crisis decides to abandon digital resistance and enlist in
the French Army. This hitherto shapeless man, with no identity – typical of post-modern, ultra-connected society
– suddenly finds himself confronted with an unknown world: the Army, which is going through its own crisis,
and is a cross between the old guard and a hi-tech start-up. In a barricaded camp in the Middle East, with desert
as far as the eye can see, the young man tires to reconnect to the physical world, as he sees his fellow soldiers
lose their minds from spilling so much invisible bloods through lines of code.
From mutiny to massacre, sabotage to escape, the former hacker/fake soldier finally makes a decision:
even if he fails to destroy the drones, he makes his first conscious act when he escapes to the desert. Becoming a
deserter allows him to finally become human.
Boris Bergmann took the French literary scene by storm as a teen with his first novel, VIENS LA QUE
JE TE TUE MA BELLE (“Come Here So I Can Kill You, My Lovely”) which in 2007 received an exceptional
Prix de Flore Best Novel by a Teen, which was created specifically for him. A veritable publishing phenomenon
– both for his youth and for his talent – his third novel, DESERTEUR, will be published by Calmann-Lévy in
autumn 2016.
“Un roman halluciné où la technologie s’habille d’une dimension fantastique. ” Le Magazine
Littéraire
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“Dans ce roman génialement glaçant ne résistent au désastre que les mots, leur flot et leur force […]
Bergmann, styliste enfiévré, fait valser la langue, l’enivre de métaphores audacieuses et de formules bien
balancées. balancées. ” La Vie
“Dans un style simple mais rythmé, Bergmann nous plonge littéralement au cœur du bourbier. Aucune
fioriture, aucune surenchère dans les décors. Seules quelques descriptions saisissantes, mais elles suffisent
amplement à nous donner à voir et à sentir une guerre pourtant invisible. Ou, quand lecture rime étrangement
avec expérience de réalité augmentée. ” Toutelaculture

Roubaudi, Ludovic: CAMILLE ET MERVEILLE (CAMILLE & MERVEILLE)
(Serge Safran, August 2016, 268 pages)
Ø

A mysterious investigation into some surprising characters.

Ø

Simple yet poetic language.

Ø

The south of France provides a sunny setting.

Blending narration and dialogue, the author offers us a novel with an atmosphere worthy of the darkest
thrillers, yet pierced by the light of true, pure love.
When he isn’t selling oyster knives at open-air markets, or chatting with Nadège, the woman who sells
colanders, Camille tries to broker peace between his feuding neighbors: Mme Fillolit, a bitter old woman with
Spanish roots; and Dlahba, a grumpy Slavic bricklayer.When he meets Merveille in front of their door, his heart
skips a beat and his life is overturned, even though it is hard to know who the young woman really is, for she is
shrouded in mystery. Camille and Nadège decide to investigate. Suddenly, they find themselves being accused of
terrible crimes, and threatened. So they have no choice but to get to the bottom of things and to expose the
skeletons in some families’ closets. From market to market, from one end of France to the other, Camille and
Nadège try to find out more about the oh-so alluring and oh-so enigmatic Merveille.
Ludovic Roubaudi, born in Paris in 1963, director of a communication agency, is the author of several
novels published by Le Dilettante: LES BALTRINGUES (The Circus Men), LE 18, LES CHIENS ECRASES
(True Crime), LE POURBOIRE DU CHRIST (Christ’s Tip), and, published by Timée: CAROTIDE BLUES,
DIABLO CORP (Devil Corp.).
“A singular writer, with a strange, tender, funny world all his own: one that’s always filled with lovely
characters, and well-served by a lively writing style brimming with clever nuggets, especially in the dialogues.
His Camille is fabulous, his Merveille, marvelous, and their “novel,” stunning.” Livres Hebdo

Kirby, Emma-Jane:
LAMPEDUSA)

L’OPTICIEN

DE

LAMPEDUSA

(THE

OPTICIAN

OF

(Les Equateurs, September 2016, 168 pages)
Full English text available!
Ø

A story based on true events.

Ø

Seen through the eyes of a man whose personal experience changes his perspective on human
suffering forever.

Ø

A vivid narrative style with rich descriptive passages.

A true story of tragedy and human indifference to the suffering of others, THE OPTICIAN OF
LAMPEDUSA is the telling of how one experience transforms a man’s views and shade, hope and tragedy, the
reader is offered a profound insight into the realities of one of the greatest tragedies of our age.
On the Italian island of Lampedusa off the coast of Tunisia lives an optician. A man so bound up in
thoughts of his business, his family and his future, he observes the migrant crisis as a spectator as it unfolds on
the island, while seeing nothing of the people or their plight. A boat trip with friends changes the optician’s
outlook forever. When the screams of hundreds of people drowning in the sea lead them to discover a migrant
shipwreck, he and his crew make an attempt to save as many people as possible — an attempt as futile as it is
heroic. Plagued by the rescue and the deaths of hundreds, the optician and his companions become bound to the
story of the migrants and their eyes are opened to the lack of empathy in the world’s response to the crisis, the
sensationalist aims of the media and the deep corruption behind the migrant crossings.
THE OPTICIAN OF LAMPEDUSA is a story about the awakening of awareness. In the light of the
tragedy happening in the Mediterranean Sea, this book reminds us of Camus, Tabucchi or Erri de Luca’s novels.
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Emma-Jane Kirby is a reporter and former foreign correspondent for the BBC. She won the BayeuxCalvados award for her report “The Optician of Lampedusa”.
Rights sold: US (Or Books), UK (Penguin), Italy (preempted by Salani) & Germany (preempted by
Berlin Verlag).
“Ni un pamphlet ni un essai, c’est le récit d’une métamorphose, celle d’un homme qui nous
ressemble. ” Le Journal du Dimanche
“Ce récit est une prise de conscience pleine d’humanité et de dignité. ” Ouest France
“C’est un récit sans artifice, sombre comme l’âme des passeurs, clair comme la volonté de l’opticien. ”
Le Soir

Hoffmann, Stéphane: UN ENFANT PLEIN D’ANGOISSE ET TRÈS SAGE (A VERY
GOOD AND APPREHENSIVE BOY)
(Albin Michel, August 2016, 272 pages)
Long-listed for: Prix Renaudot, Prix Interallié, Prix Jean Giono and Grand prix du roman de
l’Académie française.
Ø

A rogue’s gallery of quirky characters: from a former music-hall star who adores cherry
“clafoutis” pudding to a dandy sock collector, via a young man who can’t stand The Little
Prince and whose only friend is the dog, Jojo.

Ø

A teen left to his own devices in a world of pitifully self-centered and immature adults.

Ø

Delightful dialogues about life, education and growing up, with a touch of dry English humor.

In this sophisticated comedy, Stéphane Hoffman uses his style and humour to portray a delightful and
cynical domestic carnage.
This is the story of 13-year-old Antoine. His father, an eccentric Englishman as snobbish as he is idle,
has forgotten the boy even exists. His mother, a ruthless business woman close to government ministers, has
always neglected him. Sent to a boarding school for rich offspring in Switzerland, he hasn’t seen his parents for
more than two years. Antoine spends all his holidays with his grandmother, a former opera singer, in her chalet
in Chamonix. Between delicious clafoutis and grandma’s Rolls Royce, the teenager, who has learned all about
cynicism and boredom, dreams of bringing his parents together again. Meanwhile they – the London dandy and
the queen of the stock exchange – suddenly decide to take an interest in the boy. For all the worst possible
reasons…
Stéphane Hoffmann is a journalist and a literary critic. He received the Nimier prize for Château
Bougon in 1991. His later novels, including LES AUTO-TAMPONNEUSES (Albin Michel 2011) established
him as one of our most brilliant novelists.
“Une comédie aigre douce qui traite des choses graves avec humour et sensibilité. ” L’Est éclair
«Un des meilleurs écrivains français d’aujourd’hui. Un enfant plein d’angoisse et très sage est son
roman le plus émouvant à ce jour et il faut le lire, parce que c’est un de ces bonheurs de lecture qui vous rendent
instantanément amoureux. ” La Liberté
“Stéphane Hoffmann signe un roman aussi drôle qu’émouvant, plein de fantaisie et d’insolence. ”
L’Opinion
“Un livre qui se dévore car il n’y a rien de meilleure que de savoir rire des choses graves. ” Ici Paris

Van Cauwelaert, Didier: ON DIRAIT NOUS (JUST LIKE US)
(Albin Michel, May 2016, 380 pages)
Already 60,000 copies sold!
His last novel JULES sold more than 130,000 copies and is translated into five languages.
Ø

An unordinary encounter between two endearing couples.

Ø

Didier van Cauwelaert’s lively writing style.

Ø

An original theme such as the reincarnation.

A surprising story about love, invention and fantasy will make the reader laugh throughout the book.
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‘We’re thirty, they’re three times our age. But everything changes when we meet them. They bowl us
over, make our dreams come true, invade our lives more and more... But what are they really looking after? Do
they want to save us, or destroy us?’
When they’re taking a walk in the park, Soline, a gorgeous cellist, and Ilan, a brilliant idler, see an old
couple sitting on their usual bench, lovingly holding hands. Georges, an elegant retired professor and Yoa, his
Tlingit wife, look like something out of a cruise commercial. ‘They look like us, when we’ll be their age!’ Soline
exclaims. This casual remark is to change their destinies, for Georges and Yoa do indeed creep into Soline and
Ilan’s lives, and make them the strangest proposition...
Didier van Cauwelaert, a success with the publicright from the start, has won countless literary prizes.
The Goncourt Prize for Un aller simple in 1994.
“On dirait nous est d’abord une merveilleuse histoire d’amour avec tous ses ingrédients classiques et
un zeste de folie insufflé par l’énergie du vieux Georges, quatre-vingt douze ans et une fraîcheur extraordinaire.
C’est aussi un roman qui interroge mine de rien.” Le Figaro Littéraire
“Didier van Cauwelaert a l’art de captiver son lecteur en mêlant habilement humour, tendresse,
émotion et amour. Tous les ingrédients indispensables d’une vie, mais en mieux.” Version Femina
“ Didier Van Cauwelart transporte une nouvelle fois le lecteur dans une belle histoire-passion... Une
passion qui ne demande qu’à renaître.” Metro

Nothomb Amélie: RIQUET À LA HOUPPE (RIQUET WITH THE TUFT)
(Albin Michel, August 2016, 198 pages)
160,000 copies sold
Ø

With her unique talent, the author sheds new light on the story it tells.

Ø

Tremendous complicity with the reader is enabled by the author’s playing with the codes of fairy
tales, and apostrophizing readers in the manner of a story-teller.

Amélie Nothomb offers a crafty modern transposition of the fairy tale RIQUET À LA HOUPPE.
A young ballerina in the prestigious Paris Opera company school who gets disciplined for being too thin
at age 15, and a young prodigy chef, who manages to cook tasty, fat-free dishes for the dancers, fall in love and
wind up having a baby together: Déodat. While his parents are normal, good-looking people, Déodat is
repulsively ugly. Wisely, he turns his ugliness into both his cross to bear and his trump card: brilliant and clever,
he attracts people despite his appearance. Meanwhile, on the other bank of the Seine, Trémière, a beautiful baby,
is born. But Trémière is assumed to be retarded, because all she does is contemplate what’s around her, without
ever seeming to draw any ideas from it. The two children eventually grow up, willy-nilly, sometimes bullied by
the other children, others adored. They wind up meeting in the green room of a TV program, and falling head
over heels in love.
Amélie Nothomb was born in Kobé in 1967. Her first novel, HYGIENE AND THE ASSASSIN
published in 1992, established her reputation as a unique talent. Her work is translated into forty languages.
RIQUET A LA HOUPPE is her 25th novel.
Rights sold to : Korea & The Netherlands, Russia (Azbooka-Atticus)
“Un agréable roman empli de philosophie. ” Le Soir Magazine
“Et Amélie Nothomb d’offrir un roman plus dense, plus long que les années précédentes mais aussi plus
optimiste. ” Lire
“Amélie Nothomb offre un conte délicat et souriant. ” Le Soir Belgique
“Amélie Nothomb qui parvient une nouvelle fois à nous distraire tout en nous apprenant quantité de
choses sur l’art, la vie et l’amour. ” L’Indépendant
“Un de ses romans non autobiographiques le plus réussi ” L’Avenir
“Se déguste sans modération, un véritable délice. ” Paris Match
“Traité d’une manière aussi humoristique que moderne, ce conte nous interroge sur les notions de
laideur et de beauté. ” Nice-Matin
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Flieder, Laurent: LA FOLLE HISTOIRE DU PICASSO QUE PERSONNE N’A JAMAIS
VU (THE STORY OF AN UNKNOWN PICASSO)
(JC Lattès, October 2016, 256 pages)
It was famously love at first sight when Picasso met the sulfurous Mara Bijou in 1918. She was a
Madam, and her establishment catered to much of the artistic community of Montparnasse at the time. From
their encounter was born a masterful painting that would revolutionize modern art, so much so that everyone
wanted to own it. But why has the painting never appeared in any museum or art history book ? Simply because
no one has ever been able to find it…
Mara and her accomplice, the audacious journalist Jeanne Laguerre, are faced with a riddle-loving serial
killer and will need all their skill to pick up the painting’s trail in the midst of cosmopolitan Paris during the
troublesome roaring twenties.
Laurent Flieder is a novelist and professor of literature at the University of Paris-Diderot. La folle
histoire du Picasso que personne n’a jamais vu is his fifth novel.
“An off-kilter, hilarious novel” Lire
“Like a demented, delirous television series, quite non-conformist.” Le Monde
“Funny, brilliant and smart. An Ali Baba cave full of great ideas, riotous scenes and uproarious
misunderstandings. A delectable read!” France Inter

Lalumière, Jean-Claude: CE MEXICAIN QUI VENAIT DU JAPON ET ME PARLAIT
DE L'AUVERGNE (THE MEXICAN GUY COMING FROM JAPAN AND TALKED
ABOUT AUVERGNE)
(Flammarion, September 2016, 232 pages)
Ø

A bittersweet and endearing comedy.

A gentle champion of faux-pas, not devoid of irony, Lechevalier carries with him in his travels the
memories of a dull youth and defeated hopes.
Benjamin Lechevalier dreamt of other lives, so when the opportunity arose to leave his mother and his
native island of Oleron, he didn't think about it twice. He set out to the capital, where he was recruited for the
promising position of "increasing the worldwide influence of the Cité de l'Air du temps", a unique opportunity to
discover the world and its far-off lands. Alas, between corporate seminars and international conferences,
Lechevalier — a mix between an ordinary schoolboy and an anxious Phileas Fogg — multiplies his problems at
dizzying pace. Tossed about from trains to coaches, and from shabby hotel rooms to soulless meeting rooms, the
change of scenery he so longed for will be limited to the understated charm of small-town administrative
facilities, and the thrills of travelling to the ill-adjusted air conditioning of boarding lounges.
Jean-Claude Lalumière is a French novelist. He is the author of Comme un karatéka belge qui fait du
cinéma (Le Dilettante, 2014), La Campagne de France (Le Dilettante, 2013), Le Front russe (published with Le
Dilettante in 2010, 45,000 copies sold).

Vila, Thierry: LE CRI (THE SCREAM)
(Grasset, August 2016, 256 pages)
Lil Servinsky works on oil exploration boats as a doctor, and Le Septentrion is her last mission. But,
little by little, it turns out to be a hostile microcosm where the air is thick with love and hatred… Thierry Vila
offers us a novel that is both magnificent and thrilling with Conradian and Melvillian overtones, written with
both precision and poetry.
Lil Servinsky is thirty-five. She is the daughter of an English father and Rwandan mother who studied
medicine in Paris, specialized in surgery, and now works as the in-house doctor on an oil exploration boat. Since
she left France five years ago, Lil has never taken a break in her wanderlust and, between jobs, she stays at a
random seaside hotel until her next tour of duty.
Lil’s relationship to the world is a peculiar one. She has a neurological disease where she will scream
irrepressibly without warning. Lil lost her mother in tragic circumstances. Like her, she was raped however, Lil
watched her get murdered before her very eyes in Kigali, in 1994.
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When the story begins, the young woman boards Le Septentrion off the coast of Surinam. On this ship,
she will meet the brother she never had, Robert Cazal, but must also confront the nasty Commandant Blache,
along with other characters, each more hostile than the next.
Uncontrollable bouts of hatred will slowly take over the hermetically sealed confines of the boat…
Three months after climbing aboard, Lil Servinsky will abandon ship…
Thierry Vila is a surgeon and author. In addition to novels, he also writes for the stage and the screen.
Among his novels are: L’oiseau silencieux (1989), La procession des pierres (1990), Les inhumains (1994). La
nage (2001), and Le Bâtisseur (2008).

Hanotte, Xavier: DU VENT (EMPTY PROMISES)
(Belfond, October 2016, 432 pages)
Ø

To save Jérémie from his creditors, Jérôme agrees to start a ‘bondage novel’ on his behalf, even
though he himself is immersed in writing a historical narrative featuring the politician Romain
Lépide.

Ø

Xavier Hanotte’s magical realism is deployed into the bargain, their respective narrative
approaches begin to rub off on each other and this exercise in mutual assistance between the two
writer friends starts to produce a novel within a novel within a novel: literature itself takes centre
stage in the plot, with inevitable consequences...

And what if literature were more than just empty promises?
Jérémie Straube is spreading himself thin. Struggling with the child maintenance payments, the novelist
has adopted the unfortunate habit of signing several publishing contracts at the same time, knowing full well that
he will never have time to write all the promised books and that he is heading for disaster.
Jérôme Walque meanwhile is a completely different kind of author. Scrupulous, obsessive and solitary,
he can spend years honing a literary project without any thought for fame or success. Jérôme and Jérémie have
been friends since primary school, for better and for worse.
Xavier Hanotte is based in Brussels. His novels, all published by Belfond, have received unanimous
critical praise. In 2014, he was elected to the Belgian Royal Academy of French Language and Literature.

Laurrent, Éric: UN BEAU DÉBUT (A BEAUTIFUL BEGINNING)
(Minuit, March 2016, 208 pages)
Ø

A hard-hitting novel about a mad dash towards fame that takes root in a complete lack of
affection received during childhood, and invites us to reflect on the foundations of the “star
system”.

Ø

A writing style filled with references to classic works of literature that make the author a
veritable spiritual son of Marcel Proust. Laurrent’s fans will find the refined, elegant prose they
have come to expect from him, and which he puts to use in all situations. Even – if not especially
– the most trivial ones: portrayed in long sentences and sophisticated vocabulary; debauchery
and drifting seem all the more dark, depressing and devastating.

Ø

Characters who inspire both hatred and compassion. They are absolutely lacking in morals, yet
overwhelmingly human: true mirrors of our times

A hard-hitting novel about an unwanted child who grows up to me be a nude model for girly magazines.
Abandoned by her mother, Nicole, a well-behaved, devout child, is taken in by her grandparents in a
provincial town. Raised in a chaotic home, as a teen, she becomes obsessed with her own image and an
unconscious desire to attract attention. With centerfold girls her new idols, Nicole’s only goal in life is to
become a star too. From amateur photo-shoots with her boyfriend, she moves on to the big city – Paris – to try
to become a professional model. The result is a subtle, insightful narrative that stunningly renders an emotionally
deprived child’s unquenchable thirst for love and recognition.
Eric Laurrent lives near Clermont-Ferrand. All of his work, from his first novel, COUP DE FOUDRE
(Lightning Strike/Love at First Sight, Minuit, 1995), has an instantly recognizable style, which is often compared
to Marcel Proust’s. His 2011 LES DECOUVERTES (The Discoveries, Minuit) won the Wepler Prize.
“A narrative borne aloft by Proustian phrasing.” Télérama
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“The circumlocutions, humor and style of Eric Laurrent’s latest novel are all absolutely stunning.” Les
Inrocks

BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL
Bernard, Michel: DEUX REMORDS DE CLAUDE MONET (CLAUDE MONET’S TWO
REMORSES)
(Table Ronde, August 2016, 224 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix Renaudot.
Shortlisted for the Prix d’une vie du Parisien Magazine, the prix Feuille d’Or and the Grand
Prix de la Ville de Saint-Etienne.
A book that is both poignant and joyful, where in the end a kind of paradoxical serenity emerges: that of
creation as a magnificent challenge to time.
Several months before his death, when Claude Monet confirmed to the French government that he
would donate his work Water Lilies to the Orangerie museum in Paris, he added a final condition to the
contract: that the government also purchase a painting he did sixty years earlier, Women in the Garden, and
display it in the Louvre. For this demand he gave no explanation. Deux Remords de Claude Monet tells the story
of love and death that – from the Mediterranean side of the Cevennes mountains to the shore of the English
channel, from London to Holland, from Paris to Normandy, from the Paris Commune uprising of 1870 to the
tragedy of World War I – haunted the painter to the end of his days. It’s Claude Monet’s life that interests
Michel Bernard, but a life recounted through particular prisms: the illustrious figures Frédéric Bazille and
Camille Doncieux. Bazille was a young painter friend of Monet, hailing from a wealthy family in Montpellier.
Enlisting voluntarily in the Franco-Prussian war, he died in combat at Beaune-la-Roland in December 1870.
Camille, after having been Monet’s favorite model and then his mistress, became his wife the same year that
Frédéric died. She bore him two sons before dying of cancer in 1879. And it is through paintings, obviously, that
these two figures in his life are connected, like Bazille and Camille (Le Déjeuner sur l’herbe), or Women in the
Garden, purchased by Frédéric to help a penniless Monet.
With his clear, precise writing, Michel Bernard perfectly renders the way that intimacy blends with
history, just as he did so well in his novel Le Corps de la France. The author also documents the mad joy of
painting for a brilliant artist who joined the dull melancholy of time’s passing with the nagging question of
wondering if he had loved his two guardian angels nearly enough.
We follow Monet’s rise to celebrity and cross paths with Renoir and Sisely, Manet and Pissarro,
discovering the young man who is worried that success is fleeting, as well as the old man in Giverny, known
around the world, who after World War I would only show the portrait of Camille on her death bed to his friend
Georges Clémenceau.
Michel Bernard was born in Bar-le-Duc. A civil servant, he is the author of MES TOURS DE FRANCE
(L’Âge d’Homme, 1999, La Petite Vermillon, 2014) and COMME UN ENFANT, a fictionalized biography of
Charles Trenet (Le Temps qu’il fait, 2003). After LA TRANCHÉE DE CALONNE in 2007 (Prix ErckmannChatrian), he published at la Table Ronde, LA MAISON DU DOCTEUR LAHEURTE (2008, Prix Maurice
Genevoix), Le Corps de la France (2010, Prix Erwan Bergot de l’Armée de Terre), POUR GENEVOIX (2011),
and LES FORÊTS DE RAVEL (2015, Prix du Festival de Musiques de Deauville).
“Un cri d’amour du peintre à sa femme, à l’amitié, et à son pays, deux fois meurtri par des guerres
inutiles. ” L’Union
“C’est tout le mérite de ce magnifique roman, de donner vie à Claude Monet, d’en faire un homme de
chair placé dans son siècle et son pays, dont le cœur bat secrètement au rythme de la vie intime et des épreuves
communes. ” Salonlitteraire.com

Goby, Valentine: UN PAQUEBOT DANS LES ARBRES (AN OCEAN LINER IN THE
TREES)
(Actes Sud, August 2016, 272 pages)
Longlisted for the Prix du Style and Prix Landerneau.
Ø
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Ø

Family love and responsibilities, the end of childhood brings plenty of emotion, drama and
anger, for a novel full of life.

In the same vein as KINDERZIMMER, a novel with a documentary interest staring a young woman who
remains brave and dignified no matter how tragic and desperate obstacles can be.
In the late 1950s, the Blanc family typifies a simple and apparently indestructible happiness, revolving
around the father, Paulot, who gets the whole village dancing in his bar with his harmonica playing. He is
watched lovingly by his wife and three children, particularly Mathilde, the youngest, an indomitably energetic
tomboy. Then, out of nowhere and oblivious to this harmonious life, illness strikes with its retinue of weakness
and cowardice. With all the courage of youth, Mathilde takes responsibility for the fate of her loved ones. With
meticulous attention to character and a flawless trueness of tone, Valentine Goby has produced a poignant
uplifting novel, carried by the energy and determination of a powerful teenager resolved to help those whom a
child can only ever think of as invincible.
Born in 1974, Valentine Goby has been writing for adults and children for fifteen years. She is
passionate about history and the transmission of stories, and memory is her main area of literary exploration. Her
last novel, Kinderzimmer (more than 55 000 copies sold), won the Prix des Libraires 2014. It is translated in
German, Danish, Spanish, Italian, Dutch and Russian.
“Valentine Goby plonge dans les années 50 des Trente Glorieuses pour nous en montrer non pas la
reconstruction économique et la croissance qu'on a tant louées, mais la face honteuse, celle de la misère et de
l'abandon. (...) A travers le très beau personnage de Mathilde, se dessine en filigrane le portrait d'une
génération. “ La Marseillaise
“De roman en roman demeure chez Valentine Goby cette incroyable capacité à décrire un univers, une
atmosphère, une émotion en une phrase. Son écriture enveloppe et transporte. Un régal.” Muze
“Avec ce nouveau roman, magnifique histoire d’amour et de partage, ainsi que formidable instantané
de la France du temps de toutes les révolutions, Valentine Goby nous livre une pièce maîtresse d’une œuvre qui
en comporte beaucoup. Un très bel hymne à ceux que la vie éprouve.” Sarah Castel (librairie Terre des
Livres, Lyon), Page
“Valentine Goby est discrète, mais elle construit dans son cabinet d’écriture des cathédrales
romanesques. Roman d’une femme courage, ce récit est un éblouissant et poignant hommage à la dignité des
petites gens et à leur capacité de résister aux coups du sort.” Le Parisien

Lechrist, Aude: UNE ALLURE IMPECCABLE (IMPECCABLE APPEARANCES)
(Stock, January 2016, 324 pages)
Ø

A lively immersion into the atmosphere of Parisian haute couture in the 1940-50s

Ø

We travel from Paris to Rome and Rio and meet iconic stars such as Rita Hayworth, Marlene
Dietrich, Robert Capa, and the great couturiers Givenchy, Dior, Balmain, Lanvin.

Ø

A glamorous novel yet far from superficial: a modern vision of modeling, showing that women
can be both beautiful and smart using their body to build their carrier relying only on
themselves.

Taking as her starting point the real life of a woman who was enough of a star to publish the successful
MÉMOIRES D’UNE MANNEQUIN VEDETTE in 1956, Aude Lechrist adds imagination and style to fill the
gaps in this unique life.
The young Christian Dior and Hubert de Givenchy, the eccentric Jacques Fath and the house of
Lanvin... she modelled for them all. The Second World War had just finished, it was a time for creativity, and
haute couture was on a meteoric rise. Freddy was a young star model who earned her own freedom. She depicts
fashion shows, the euphoria in the wings, the waves of excitement fuelled by the press, the love affairs. She also
describes her group of friends, Bettina, Praline, Lucky and Patricia. From fashion houses to fancy dress balls,
they conquered the world. Until tragedy caught up with them.
The other side of the coin: Freddy by day was Frédé by night. As manager of the famous Carroll’s
nightclub, she dressed as a man and led a double life, unbeknown to anyone. Encouraged by Marlene Dietrich,
with whom she had a brief affair, she reigned supreme over Paris night life. But then came a burglary in which
she was implicated, forcing her to vanish forever.
A novel that is by turns pacy and intimate, just like these glittering young women, their loves and their
dreams.
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Aude Lechrist is a weekday evening news presenter for France 24. Her first novel, UN CORPS DE
FEMME, (L’Éditeur, October 2014) enjoyed considerable critical acclaim.
“Entre la recherche historique et le portrait de femme, cette Allure impeccable sait merveilleusement
retranscrire l’atmosphère d’une époque. Le roman rétro de la rentrée de janvier à offrir aux amateurs
d’élégance surranée, aux lecteurs en mal d’archives et bien sur aux copines fashionistas. ” Toutleculture

Marchal, Éric: LÀ OÙ RÊVENT LES ÉTOILES (WHERE THE STARS DO THEIR
DREAMING)
(Anne Carrière, May 2016, 800 pages)
18,000 copies sold.
Ø

Between Paris and Granada run the intersecting paths of these two families who experienced the
magic of progress.

The 19th century saw a new generation of cathedral builders. They worked with steal, iron and copper
as well as stone, and they aimed to reach the heavens as no one had ever dreamed of doing before them.
Their magic is called ‘engineering’ and their creations are seemingly impossible bridges and viaducts,
factories and stations, constructed with wooden trusses of prodigious dimensions, giant statues and towers made
of metal. All of these men venerated the same God; they called it Progress. In this book, Éric Marchal pays
tribute to them in an astonishing story of a family, friendship and human genius. June 1863. In the immensity of
the Andalusian desert plain, two men meet. They are very different in character, but united in their passion for
progress. One of them, Clément Delhorme, pioneer of high altitude balloon flights, was to give us the first
weather forecasting models. The other, Gustave Eiffel, an ambitious young engineer newly married, dreams of
working independently as a builder. From that day on, their genius is the link between their lives and their
dreams of breaking records. Delhorme places the world in a huge equation and tries to solve all its unknowns,
while Alicia, his wife, deals with renovating the abandoned palaces of the Alhambra. The birth of their three
children, each with a different temperament, shapes the destiny of this unique family. Meanwhile, Eiffel is
forging his future like a myth, from the Maria Pia bridge to the Tower that bears his name and the Statue of
Liberty.
Eric Marchal has often been called ‘France’s Ken Follet’. His first three novels, INFLUENZA, LE
SOLEIL SOUS LA SOIE and LA PART DE L’AUBE were highly successful.
Rights sold: Spain & Latin America (Penguin Random House/Grijalbo).
“Do you like Ken Follett? You’re going to love this big book brimming with stories.” Télé 7 Jours

Scali, Bertil: VILLA WINDSOR
(Michel Lafon, September 2016, 245 pages)
Ø

From the 30s to the 90s, two iconic and controversial couples and a unique home that forms a
bridge between them: a mansion in Paris’s exclusive Bois de Boulogne, designed as a luxurious
jewel-box of a home.

Ø

The surprising fate of a man who was briefly King of England, and the woman he loved and for
whom he abdicated.

Ø

A fascinating book that’s impossible to put down, that recreates the atmosphere of a century
marked not only by war, but also by frivolity.

A novel with atmosphere, luxury, frivolity and great wealth.
Just outside of Paris, in the bourgeois suburb of Neuilly sur Seine, behind the side lane along Boulevard
Richard Wallace, stands Villa Windsor, whose walls have witnessed a half a century of secrets, high-society life
and scandalous love affairs. General de Gaulle lived there immediately after the war, but the villa is best-known
as the pied à terre of Edward VIII, a romantic, rebellious playboy who, on December 11, 1936, abdicated the
throne for the love of Wallis Simpson, a twice-divorced American socialite – a decision that eventually led to his
niece Elizabeth II’s accession to the throne she still occupies. After the Duke and Duchess of Windsor’s troubled
war period and years of luxurious wandering, France welcomed with open arms the couple that the British
monarchy had turned its back on. Villa Windsor is where they would live out their lives.
This book relates far more than just that famous romance, of course. It also details the Windsors’
sometimes unsavory companions; for they rubbed shoulders with a wide range of public figures from their times:
from Renée Van Cleef, heir to the house of Van Cleef and Arpels who, hounded because of her Jewish

46

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
background, committed suicide in 1942 to Hitler, who welcomed the Duke to his eagle’s nest in Bavaria and for
whom the Duke had a great liking, which would cost him dearly, via Churchill, Coco Chanel, Lord Mountbatten,
Prince Charles and of course, Queen Elizabeth.
Years later, in 1997, Villa Windsor would also be the last home that Lady Diana visited, just a few
hours before her untimely death. Following in the Duke and Duchess of Windsor’s footsteps, she was planning
to take up residence there with her fiancé, Dodi Al-Fayed.
Bertil Scali, 43, is a journalist and an editor. As Paris-Match magazine’s correspondent in London, he
reported on the Royal Family’s upheavals at the time of Charles and Diana’s divorce, meeting the Prince of
Wales and many of the legendary couple’s closest friends, from Richard Branson to Tony Blair.

Seurat, Alexandre: L’ADMINISTRATEUR PROVISOIRE (THE TEMPORARY CIVIL
SERVANT)
(Rouergue, August 2016, 192 pages)
This documentary novel sheds light on an episode that, until recently, has been mostly neglected, the
economical “Aryanisation” of Vichy France, a crime that has long remained buried in the collective
subconscious. This enquiry draws on real documents and proves momentous for one particular family and for
history in general.
Faced with the death of his younger brother, which awakens a family secret, the narrator starts
questioning his relations, then, when they offer only silence, he continues his research in the National Archives.
He discovers that his great-grandfather, Raoul H., acted as a temporary civil servant, overseeing the confiscation
of Jewish assets during the Occupation in Paris.
Born in 1979, Alexandre Seurat, who studied at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure, is a professor of
literature in Angers. His first novel, La Maladroite, gained considerable recognition among the raft of new books
for the 2015 “Eentrée littéraire” (finalist for the Prix Fnac, short-listed for the Prix Femina, winner of the Prix
Envoyé par la Poste) and has been translated into a number of languages (Italian, Dutch, Slovenian).
Rights sold: Italian (Codice).
“Alexandre Seurat mène une enquête à charge sur le passé opaque d'une famille de la bourgeoisie
française. (...) Cette façon qu'a son écriture de forcer le silence des crimes est une nouvelle fois glaçante. “
Livres Hebdo
“L’ombre tutélaire de Patrick Modiano veille sur ce récit empoisonné […] Un livre subtil, éclairant,
terrible. ” Le Magazine Littéraire
“Un texte fort, d’une finesse psychologique remarquable, à l’écriture limpide, sans atours. ” Lire
“Alexandre Seurat nous convie, sans pathos ni emphase, dans un espace littéraire intermédiaire rare et
singulier. Ici, toutes les pieces d’archives sonr authentiques et glaçantes. La force du réel et de l’imaginaire
nous saisit. ” Page des Libraires

Gros, Fréderic: POSSÉDÉES (POSSESSED)
(Albin Michel, September 2016, 280 pages)
Long-listed for: Prix Goncourt, Prix Renaudot 2016 and Prix du Premier Roman.
8,300 copies sold
In September 1632 in Loudun, a city in the province of Anjou, the nuns in the Ursuline convent were
suffering from convulsions. They claimed to be possessed by the devil. Although the Mother Superior, Jeanne des
Anges, played an essential role, the main character in this event is Urbain Grandier, the priest of Loudun.
A brilliant man of the Church, a humanist full of compassion, he is nevertheless encumbered by a
considerable ego and an uncontrollable streak of arrogance. Plagued by administrative hassle from the
traditionalist hierarchy, and the royal power that wants him silenced, he nevertheless continues his libertine,
womanising existence. The ideal scapegoat, he ends up burned at the stake in the public square two years later,
after a trial that was fixed in advance.
Philosopher Frédéric Gros is a professor of political science at Sciences-Po in Paris. A leading French
intellectual, he is the editor of Michel Foucault’s works in the Pléiade series. He authored Le principe de sécurité
(Gallimard, 2012). Possédées is his first novel.
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“Un des romans immanquables de la rentrée. ” Le Parisien
“Un récit passionnant que sous-tend une réflexion sur le pouvoir, la manipulation des opinions et le
fanatisme. ” Serengo
“La réussite de ce roman tient moins à la psychologie des personnages qu’aux scènes dialoguées
d’exorcisme public, historiquement exactes, où tout une société bascule dans l’irrationel. ” Philosophie
“Un premier roman de facture classique, captivant et documenté. ” L’Humanité
“Frédéric Gros s’impose comme un conteur majestueux. ” Lire
“Malgré le sujet, Frédéric Gros réussit le pari de ne pas transformer ce fait divers en un simple roman
sur la possession. ” Page
“Une première fiction réussie et en lice pour le prix FIAC, que signe avec brio le philosophe spécialiste
de Michel Foucault. ” TLC

Lapierre, Alexandra: MOURA, LA MÉMOIRE INCENDIÉE (MOURA, BIRNED
MEMORY)
(Flammarion, March 2016, 720 pages)
Ø

On her heroine’s footsteps, Alexandra Lapierre has made researches in libraries around the
world for three years. She has slipped into her character’s contradictions to paint this wonderful
portrait of a woman. Her talent as a novelist and her eye, both lucid and kind, bring life to a
great many captivating figures, whom shed some light on some great historical moments.

In the upheaval of the Bolchevist revolution, from a war to another, Moura has crossed a thousand of
worlds. An aristocrat with Russian origins, she was called Maria Zakrevskaïa, Madam Benckendorff , Baroness
Budberg… She was a British secret agent’s lover, Maxim Gorki’s muse, H. G. Wells’ partner, and admired by
London’s intelligentsia. She socialized with the twentieth century’s finest: the Tsar, Staline, Churchill and de
Gaulle.
Adored by those she loved, despised by those who found her elusive, Moura did indeed exist. Some
sung her courage, her warmth and her loyalty. Others denounced her lies. But all agreed on the same point:
Moura embodied life. Life at all costs.
Alexandra Lapierre is known for her rigorous research and the humanity of her characters. Her books
bring back to life the figures of great women neglected by history. She is notably the author of Fanny Stevenson
(Grand Prix des lectrices de ELLE), Artemisia (which was awarded the Prix du XVIIe siècle and “Book of the
week” by the BBC), Elles ont conquis le monde: les grandes aventurières, 1850-1950 and Je te vois reine des
quatre parties du monde (Prix Historia of the best historical novel 2013), translated worldwide.

Pingeot, Mazarine: THÉA (THEA)
(Robert Laffont-Julliard, January 2017, approx. 270 pages)
Paris, 1982: fleeing the coup d’état, hundreds of Argentinians are taking refuge in the French capital.
The life of Josèphe, age 22, is shaken when she meets one of them.
Three o’clock in the morning, Paris, in the eighties. The wine is flowing freely, Duran Duran is playing
in the background. On the dance floor, a group of young Trotskyists loses control… among them is Josèphe, a
cynical girl who is never moved by anything. Until she sees Antoine, a mysterious, magnificent Latino. He
watches her, too. Love’s arrows have hardly hit them when the stranger disappears. Josèphe starts searching for
him. But soon, the war in Algeria will come mix its queasy web with that of the Argentinian dictatorship.
Everything explodes. Recounting the past of an adolescence deluded about itself and the world, Mazarine
Pingeot evokes the tragic moment of a simultaneous discovery of love and global terror. Théa is the story of an
awakening, a fall, and a rebirth.
Mazarine Pingeot is a graduate of the prestigious École Superieure Normale, a professor of philosophy,
and a screenwriter (notably of The Economy of the Couple, directed by Joachim Lafosse in 2016. She has
already published twelve books, all with Julliard.
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Brussolo, Serge: L’OISEAU DES TEMPES (THE STORM BIRD)
(Fleuve Noir, November 2016, 230 pages)

Ø This is much more than a pirate book. Of course, there are attacks, traps and trials but Marion is
not going to get out of your mind!
“She is sure of one thing, she doesn’t want to obey.”
Under the reign of Louis XIV, Marion becomes the ward of a strange and disgraced baronet. She soon
learns that her guardian is a corsair and she finds herself associated to his crimes, for which she is arrested and
send to a penal colony in the Caribbean. Upon her arrival, she will have to fight in a world of danger ruled by
buccaneers and pirates.

COMMERCIAL FICTION
Grimaldi, Virginie: TU COMPRENDRAS QUAND TU SERAS PLUS GRANDE (YOU’LL
UNDERSTAND WHEN YOU ARE OLDER)
(Fayard, May 2016, 500 pages)
French paperback rights sold to: Le Livre de Poche.
20,000 copies sold!
Ø

Caustic humor and situations that ring true, drawing readers in and making them keep turning
pages.

Ø

The heroine’s development will be meaningful for readers, who will enjoy seeing her stumble,
pick herself up, and evolve thanks to her colleagues and the residents of the old-age home.

Ø

When you close this book, all you’ll want to do is enjoy life, and above all, to have fun every
single day.

A young woman who is going through a difficult period of mourning decides to take a break from her
normal life by accepting a job in a home for the elderly. She has no idea what a wonderful lesson of life and
happiness she will get from the experience.
At the age of 32, Julia believes more firmly in the tooth fairy than she does in happiness, since her own
happiness has up and vanished—along with her father, her husband-to-be and her beloved grandmother. To keep
herself from going completely under, she answers a want ad on a whim, and winds up taking a job as a substitute
psychologist at an old-person’s home in Biarritz, in southwestern France. It’s only when she actually starts
working there, however, that she remembers she’s never really cared for the company of elderly people. Yet one
day at a time – some moving, others grueling – Julia will learn that the geriatric set has a thing or two to teach
her. Was she really there by mere chance after all?
The author brings to life a story of love(s) and inner-strength: a compassionate yet scathingly funny ode to
happiness with a cast of loveable characters.
Virginie Grimaldi spends all of her time writing. From grocery lists to novels by way of her popular
blog, Femme Sweet Femme, she has tried her hand at numerous genres. In 2014, she was the winner of the
literary prize of the Auféminin digital media group. You’ll Understand When You Are Older is her second
novel.
Rights sold: Germany (S.Fischer), Italy (Mondadori) & Korea (Yolimwon).
“Nothing more nor less than an ode to friendship, to love and to life itself.” Faust-in.com
“Virginie Grimaldi has an amazingly accurate and affectionate way of addressing such difficult topics
as old age andmourning, and the fears they inspire. I like the point of view she offers, one that is cheerful, funny
and optimistic.” Ourse bibliophile

Laclos, Anouk: MON CHER STAGIAIRE (MY DEAR INTERN)
(Calmann Levy, June 2016, 240 pages)
French pocket rights sold to: Le Livre de Poche.
A striking young French widow finds herself at the head of a vast champagne empire where she will
initiate an inexperienced American intern to French pleasures. But is he really as naïve as he claims to be?
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Anouk Van Styn is an attractive 42 year-old. After losing her husband, Ar- mand, to a prolonged illness,
she is now at the head of the Van Styn family champagne business, in spite of her in-laws’ reluctance.
On her first day as the group’s president, Anouk meets Andrew Nichols, a twenty-one-year old
American interested in doing an internship at Van Styn’s. At first Anouk turns him down, but later, as she is
leaving the office, she is assaulted in the street and Andrew comes to her rescue — Anouk de- cides to give him
a chance.
More and more charmed by the young American, and his perfect allure, she asks him to accompany her
on a business trip to Istanbul, where a Van Styn hotel & spa is being inaugurated. In the luxury setting, Anouk
rediscovers the delights of physical pleasure, in the hands of both a Turkish masseur and a charming and
provocative female architect, named Aylin. After Aylin shows up in Anouk’s bed one night, Andrew mistakenly
believes his boss prefers women and confides to her that his girlfriend, Jenny, doesn’t like him to kiss her. It is
the perfect occasion for Anouk to instigate erotic games with her intern, in all innocence. Each new business trip
is the opportunity for a new lesson. But little by little, despite her better judgment, Anouk’s feelings get
involved...
And as things start to heat up at work for Anouk, she discovers her young intern may not be quite as
innocent as he had seemed. Could Andrew have been hired to compromise her job?
Anouk Laclos was a business leader in the luxury sector before dropping her career to devote herself to
writing — and love. My Dear Intern, written under a pen- name, is her first novel.

de Sa Moreira, Régis: COMME DANS UN FILM (LIKE IN A MOVIE)
(Au Diable Vauvert, August 2016, 352 pages)
Ø

A love story made original because it is written like a movie script, with dialogues, actors and
extras that spice it up!

Ø

The style of the author, very funny, has a lot of second degree; we laugh a lot, as if watching a
performance.

In this love story like no other, Régis de Sa Moreira, revisits the love story codes. A must read and a
must see!
This is the great film of a couple’s life. First meeting, desire, sexe, passion, habit, weariness, anger,
aversion, break-up, renunciation, settlement, love, kids... A great movie full of humour, tenderness, with a magic
simplicity: you follow with passion the universal adventure of love and couple to the test of time.
A unique novel that you you read like a suspense movie!
Régis de Sa Moreira is French. Born in 1973 to a Brazilian father and a French mother. After living in
New-York and Brazil, he lives today in Paris and is a translator from English. COMME DANS UN FILM is his
sixth novel.
Rights sold: Italy (NNE).
“Une fraicheur, une poésie, un humour qui font du bien, pour raconter la vie qui n'est pas toujours
comme dans un film ni un roman... “ Librairie Mots en Marge
“Un texte plein d’humour et d’une simplicité magique dont les personnages vous accompagneront bien
après avoir tourné la dernière page. “ Librairie L’autre Monde
“Légèreté, optimisme et humour ! Un coup de cœur ! “ Hall du Livre, Nancy

Périneau, Fabienne: UN SI LONG CHEMIN JUSQU’À MOI (SUCH A LONG WAY TO
MYSELF)
(Denoël, September 2016, 192 pages)
Matmut Award 2016.
The portrait of a woman lost in her sorrow whose desire and will to live are begging to explode once
again. A volcanic novel.
It all begins at Roissy airport, that famous day in 2010 when the unpronounceable Icelandic volcano,
Eyjiafjöll, abruptly awoke, stopping all air traffic and causing utter chaos. That same day, Mathieu, a renowned
obstetrician, goes to the airport to see off his wife Arielle for her trip to Japan. Her flight is cancelled and it is
impossible to find a taxi to get back to Paris. Mathieu is beside himself, but Arielle is strangely apathetic. For

50

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
years, she has lived under her husband’s controlling thumb as he progressively isolated her from her friends,
pushed her to give up her career in art restoration, and convinced her to take medication to calm her down, or so
he says... It has only been worse since Daniel, her twin brother and confidant, died suddenly a few months ago.
Her grief is overwhelming and yet, the more she cries, the more he rejects, mistreats, and humiliates her...
Through the chaos in the airport and her tears, Arielle spots Jack. Jack is seductive and amazingly
generous. In fact, he offers to bring them back to Paris in his car. Random chance or coincidence? Whatever the
case may be, this encounter will trigger a renaissance for Arielle. Who really awakens on that fateful day: the
Icelandic volcano or Arielle, who has finally decided to fight back against her existential and conjugal stupor?
Fabienne Périneau is an actress. Following her studies at the “Rue Blanche” school, she has played in
twenty plays and thirty films. She is also the author of theatre plays, including JE NE SERAI PLUS JAMAIS
VIEILLE (I will Never be Old Again) and LE PETIT DESSIN DE PICASSO (Picasso's Little Drawing).

Riva, Alex: LA GRÈVE DES FEMMES FORMIDABLES (THE WONDERFUL WOMEN
STRIKE)
(Denoël, March 2016, 240 pages)
Ø

A formidable foursome that is reminiscent of the four heroines in Sex and the City.

Ø

Alex Riva is one of these formidable women. She went on strike in her own life after
approaching a burn out.

Ø

A novel for a female audience, at once sharp, witty and moving, easy to identify with.

Ditch everything and join the Wonderful Women Strike! Have you ever wanted to ditch it all? To say
“stop”? To take a bit of time, even just an hour, to yourself only?
Emma is thirty-nine. She is divorced, has two beautiful daughters and a career in communication. She
brilliantly juggles with her family, her work and her quest for a charming prince. Like so many women in her
generation, she still hopes to find happiness, just like in the movies and in the magazines. But where to find the
time to look for it when you do not have a minute to yourself? Thankfully, Emma can count on Alice, Andrea
and Chloé, her long time girlfriends. The four of them go through the exact same thing: always busy taking care
of other people’s needs, they have lost touch of themselves, and are not as happy as they used to be.
One evening, as the four friends are gathered around a drink, Chloé shares an idea of hers: go on strike,
the Wonderful Women Strike. The plan is simple: run away for a week without leaving any means to contact
them, and finally take the time to think about themselves, and reflect upon the past, the present and the future.
They head to Greece, determined to forget all about daily life, work, family and sentiments.
Alex Riva was born in 1973 in Tours. She is the mother of two girls aged 14 and 11, and works as a
freelancer in communication. She also teaches in several schools in Paris and in the rest of France. LA GRÈVE
DES FEMMES FORMIDABLES is her debut novel.

Riva, Alex: QUAND L’IMPRÉVU S’EN MÊLE
STRIKES)

(WHEN THE UNEXPECTED

(Denoël, June 2016, 240 pages)
Ø

Alex Riva stages the come back of her four heroines in this new volume filled with humour,
emotions and numerous twists.

Ø

Funny, witty, and touching, a fine example of “Chick Lit” that readers will easily relate to.

After LA GRÈVE DES FEMMES FORMIDABLES, the eagerly awaited return of Emma, Alice, Andrea
and Chloe for new adventures.
After a magical week spent in Greece, it is time to return to Paris for our beloved wonderful four Emma,
Alice, Andrea and Chloe. Yet going back to the ways of the past is not an option. Their stay in Greece proved a
game changer on many levels, and each of them is determined to get her life back on track professionally and
personally. For their men too, the strike also provided an opportunity to reflect upon things, and they seem
willing to make a fresh start. But sticking to these resolutions is not that simple, especially when the unexpected
strikes...
The wonderful four will have to change their plans for various reasons: for Andrea a baby she was no
longer hoping for, a fabulous professional opportunity for Chloe, a re-acquaintance with an old flame for Emma,
including a terrible ordeal. Alice is going through a rough sentimental patch. Paul has undergone a complete
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transformation ever since she came back, and has become the man she wanted him to be, and yet, she only has
eyes for Olivier, whom she fell for during her Greek spell. And things will only get worse, as she is diagnosed
with breast cancer. The four friends need to stick together more than ever. Who knows, maybe all these
unforeseen events, whether good or bad, will prove to be blessings in disguise?
Alex Riva was born in Tours, France, in 1973. She is the mother of two daughters aged 16 and 12, and
works in communications. She also teaches in several schools in Paris and in the rest of France. QUAND
L’IMPRÉVU S’EN MÊLE is the sequel to LA GRÈVE DES FEMMES FORMIDABLES.

de Villenoisy, Sophie: JOYEUX SUICIDE ET BONNE ANNÉE (MERRY SUICIDE AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!)
(Denoël, May 2016, 256 pages)
Feature film rights sold!
France: pocket book rights sold after a splendid auction!
Ø

A novel supported by Tatiana de Rosnay and Delphine de Vigan!

Ø

In turn hilarious and moving, a salutary read in today’s world: it is a celebration of life written
with finesse and wit.

Ø

At the crossroads of Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life and Bridget Jones, the writing style
seduces the reader from the very first lines, delivering a most enjoyable mix of humor and
tenderness, with plenty of surprises to boot.

Completely washed out, Sylvie, 40 years old, single with no children, is about to end it all... But a series
of unexpected events will thwart her plans! A merry comedy that will give you the desire to live to the fullest.
“What are you doing for Christmas? I’ll commit suicide, how about you? Of course, if you put things
like that, it may sound sinister, but at 45, it’s my best option. It’s not like I’m leaving mourning loved ones
behind. I don’t desert a husband and child. I don’t even have a dog, or a cat, or a parrot, who’ll miss me.
That leaves me two months to get to know the real me. Two months is very short. But it can also be
long, depending on what actually happens in the meantime…”
Single, with a handful of friends, no parents, no boyfriend and no children, Sylvie is convinced that her
life is meaningless. Suicide seems to be the only appealing option. She is monitored by a shrink called Franck,
who imposes all kinds of off-kilter challenges on her. But her mind is made up: she is to commit suicide on
December 25th. However, an unexpected encounter with a homeless woman will shake her beliefs to the core.
Sophie de Villenoisy is a journalist and a writer/scriptwriter. She is the author of several how-to books
for Éditions Leduc, and of eight humorous comic books. The last one to date, BIEN FAIT !, a graphic comedy,
was released in 2015, at Éditions Delcourt.
Rights sold: Russia (AST), Korea (Sodam & Taeil), Czech Republic and Slovakia (Albatros
Media/Motto), Romania (Lider).

Bassignac, Sophie: SÉDUIRE ISABELLE A. (PLEASING ISABELLE A.)
(JC Lattes, August 2016, 256 pages)
I wrote this book to laugh and to make people laugh. Like my hero, I discovered during the writing of
PLEASING ISABELLE A. that light-heartedness is a serious and honorable affair and that it is not the opposite
of solemnity but rather its soul sister.
Without a doubt, Isabelle Pettigrew loves Pierre. But, she will only agree to marry him if her whole
family approves. During a summer heat wave, the couple comes to stay with the entire Pettigrew clan in the
country. What Pierre thought would be a simple formality, meeting his future in-laws, turns into a nightmare.
Raised in a somewhat straitlaced bourgeois family, the young man discovers life in a family of
hyperactive eccentrics and pipe dreamers: A grandfather who sends feverish haikus to a young Korean student,
a mother who is part cow-girl, part bullfighter and a sister who disguises herself as a peacock to make love.
Desperate and misunderstood, Pierre hopes to earn the Pettigrews approval by participating in grand-mother
Isabelle’s 83rd birthday family show.
After an exhausting week, he learns to appreciate the charms of this wacky family…
A fun, light-hearted comedy on the art of living differently.
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Sophie Bassignac lives in Paris. She is the author of several novels published with Lattès, among which
the critically and commercially successful Mer agitée à très agité (2014). Translated into German.

Jardin, Alexandre: LES NOUVEAUX AMANTS (MODERN LOVERS)
(Grasset, October 2016, 240 pages)
Alexandre Jardin makes his expectedly sensational return with this new comedy exploring the powerful
forces of passion and love. How can such a thing redefine us entirely, push us to throw all caution to the wind,
and reach heights of madness that had been completely alien to us until then? What are the joys, and what are
the dangers? This unique and madcap tragicomedy attempts to find out.
Oscar is 42 and a successful playwright. His wife Anne is an actress. In this perfect décor lives an ideal
couple, and a fulfilled man who couldn’t hope for anything more. And yet... Life is full of surprises, especially
when love gets involved.
Her name is Roses de Tonnerre. She’s 25, carefree, and full of contradictions. The only thing Roses
respects is the unexpected, and any game, as long as she doesn’t have to follow the rules. Add to that, she’s a
very adventurous and sensual partner. Oscar can’t resist, and will singe his wings as they come together and
form an explosive cocktail. Almost immediately, they experience the dangers of passion. Should one try
everything in love? Toss all the ballast of foresight and wisdom overboard? By confusing their brakes with their
gas pedal, Roses and Oscar will live to the whims of their unbridled desire…
Alexandre Jardin is the author of roughly twenty works that have been translated in several countries,
including Le Zèbre, L’île des Gauchers, Fanfan, Des Gens très Bien, Le Zubial, and Le roman des Jardin.

Pécassou, Bernadette: JE SUIS DE CELLES QUI RESTENT (I AM ONE OF WHO
STAY STILL)
(Flammarion, April 2016, 336 pages)
Alice, in her fifties, a part-time teacher who lives in a charming suburban home, has just
unexpectedly lost her husband Michel when she receives a package addressed to him. Both intrigued and
disoriented, she opens it to find an antique lighter. A somewhat surprising item since her husband didn't
smoke. What was the man with whom she shared her life hiding from her? The man whose death left her
so suddenly lonely, almost abandoned. Searching through Michel's computer, she finds out that he had
ordered the lighter online, and that it may be linked to his brother, whom he hadn't seen in years.
Her investigation leads her to the South-West of France, the place of their birth, which they had
left a long time ago to make their way to the Paris region. Driven by the mystery she is trying to solve as
well as nostalgia for her roots, this journey into her past and the rediscovery of the place where she grew
up will help Alice to regain confidence, rebuild herself and cope with grief.
Bernadette Pécassou was a TV journalist and director. She has published seven novels with
Flammarion: LA BELLE CHOCOLATIÈRE (2001), LE BEL ITALIEN (2003), L'IMPÉRATRICE DES
ROSES (2005), LA VILLA BELZA (2007), LA PASSAGÈRE DU FRANCE (2009), LA DERNIÈRE
BAGNARDE (2011) and SOUS LE TOIT DU MONDE (2013).

Barbérat, Angélique: LOLA OU L’APPRENTISSAGE DU BONHEUR (LOLA OR
LEARNING TO BE HAPPY)
(Michel Lafon, March 2016, 512 pages)
The sequel of Bertrand and Lola, the emotional story of an impossible love affair which sold
more than 30,000 copies.
Ø

Readers will be delighted to discover Bertrand and Lola’s evolution.

Ø

A moving writing style.

Ø

Getting through daily events and hard times, the characters are living an outstanding love story.

Bertrand has been hold hostage in Africa and Lola got divorced. But both want to forget about the past.
Still deeply in love with each other and willing to form a family, they decide to move in together. But Bertrand is
haunted by what he has been through, he cannot stop having nightmares and little by little feels depressed. Lola
is trying to do her best but Bertrand is hiding his feelings from her and she cannot perceive how deep is his
despair.
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One day, truth comes to light. Will Bertrand and Lola find a way to live together despite their indelible
scars?
Angélique Barbérat brings to life a beautiful novel, highlighting the delicate border between trust and
destruction, silence and truth, passion and love.
Raised by a Russian grandfather that told her fairy tales throughout her childhood, Angélique Barbérat
writes since she’s a child. After the success of L’INSTANT PRECIS OÙ LES DESTINS S’ENTREMÊLENT
and BERTRAND ET LOLA, she offers a new and beautiful novel.

Barbérat, Angélique: BERTRAND ET LOLA (BERTRAND AND LOLA)
(Michel Lafon, February 2015, 500 pages)
30,000 copies sold in France !
Ø

A new novel from Angélique Barbérat after the highly successful L’instant précis où les destins
s’entremêlent (more than 20,000 copies sold in bookstores and over 30,000 by the France-Loisirs
book club).

Ø

The keen expectations of the bloggers and critics who loved her first book.

Ø

The emotional story of an impossible love affair.

Why did Lola ring that doorbell? Why did Bertrand let a stranger in? And how can you fall madly in
love with someone in just a few seconds?
Life would never be the same after that hot June day. For a few blissful, carefree hours, Bertrand and
Lola forget all their other concerns: Lola, that she is getting married in a week; international reporter and
photographer Bertrand, that he refuses to be tied down.
Finally, in spite of their sudden overwhelming passion, they make the most cautious and worst decision
possible: to go their separate ways and return to their former lives. So Lola gets married and continues to work as
a flight attendant, while Bertrand flies off to a distant country. But despite their decision, each is still obsessed
with the other. And even if they might be strong enough to live their lives apart, fate seems to take a wicked
pleasure in throwing them together… until the day Bertrand is captured and held hostage by an armed group
while reporting from Africa.
So do they have the slightest chance of being reunited one day?

CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS
Dietrich, Pascale: UNE ÎLE BIEN TRANQUILLE (A NICE QUIET ISLAND)
(Liana Levi, May 2016, 160 pages)
Between a thriller and a comedy, an inventive, biting, and irreverent novel about island life,
relationships, and an unexpected band of criminals.
After years of absence, Edelweiss returns to Trevedic, the quiet little island where she was born, to bury
her father. According to the local police, the botany enthusiast and respected mayor of the island fell from a cliff
on a day of high winds. But the young wo- man doesn’t quite believe it. She also notices that the islanders have
changed their habits: the houses have been freshly painted, the neighbors have installed surveillance cameras,
some own yachts or luxury cars, and her father himself had amassed a tidy fortune before his death. When tennis
balls decorated with skull and cross- bones land in the garden and she finds the head of Pasqua, the family dog,
in the refrigerator, Edelweiss decides to extend her stay to clear up these mysteries. It’s also an opportunity to
put a little distance between herself and life in Paris and Walter, her yuppy «bit of a jerk” boyfriend.
Pascale Dietrich was born in Tours, France, in 1980 and currently lives in Paris. A researcher at INED
(National Ins- titute for Demographic Research), her work concerns the inequalities in hou- sing and living
conditions of the most disadvantaged. She has published several short stories in reviews and collections
(Monsieur Toussaint Louverture) as well as a first novel (Le Homard, Polaroid Collection, In8 Publishing,
2013).
“In this thriller, the characters are incongruous, the situations bizarre, the murders mysterious, and
the conclusion totally immoral.” Le Télégramme
“An ironic novel, inventive and deli- ciously unexpected.” Lire
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“Electric atmospheres and an- guishing behind-closed-doors scenes under a Turner-like watery sky.”
Avantages

Jacq, Christian: LES ENQUÊTES DE L’INSPECTEUR HIGGINS LA MALÉDICTION
DE TOUTANKHAMON (THE INVESTIGATIONS OF INSPECTOR HIGGINS THE
CURSE OF TUTANKHAMUN)
(XO, September 2016, 244 pages)
300,000 copies sold of the series
21 titles already published
4 titles published per year
Ø

In addition to his fantastic novels about ancient Egypt, Christian Jacq is also the author of a cult
series, The Investigations of Inspector Higgins, which has captivated thousands of readers.

Ø

In this first novel, Inspector Higgins, a worthy heir to Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot finds
himself faced with the curse of Tutankhamun!

While seeming to enjoy a quiet retirement in his comfortable home full of souvenirs from the East, the
ex-Chief Inspector finds himself regularly torn from his roses and readings of eminent authors in order to help
Scotland Yard resolve particularly sensitive cases.
The only Englishman who hates tea, a stocky food lover with a salt and pepper mustache, he is a
formidable auditor who knows how to scrutinize the darkest corners of the human soul and extract information
from the tiniest of clues. Outraged by the nonsense disseminated about the mummy of Tutankhamun, the top
scientist Jennifer Stowe decides to travel to egypt with a group of specialists.
But the trip never happens. She is stabbed – and not just with any weapon, but with the iron dagger of
Tutankhamun that had been stolen from the Cairo Museum. is it a curse? Scotland Yard receives a strange
message: anyone who attempts to disturb the sleep of Tutankhamun will be annihilated... Called in to help by
Commissioner Marlow, inspector Higgins uncovers both a conspiracy and an assassin. Yet one problem remains
indecipherable: the real motive behind the crimes...
Known worldwide for his novels about Ancient Egypt, Christian JACQ invites us to discover the
passionate investigations of an unusual Inspector from Scotland Yard. Christian Jacq’s works have sold in 29
languages for more than 27 million copies sold!
“This book reads like a great Agatha christie novel and we are impatiently awaiting to discover the next
adventures of this inspector from scotland yard who takes as much after Hercule Poirot as he does inspector
colombo.” Le Dauphiné Libéré

Sylvain, Dominique: KABUKICHO
(Viviane Hamy, October 2016, 230 pages)
Ø

Kabukicho is a Tokyo neighbourhood where hostesses, gigolos, yakuzas and other visitors of the
night rub shoulders with each other. In some of these night clubs, in true Japanese tradition,
distinction and seduction take precedence over the pleasures of the flesh...

Ø

Dominique Sylvain lived for many years in Tokyo, the city to which she dedicated her first novel
Baka! She is very familiar with Japanese culture and positively worships the novelist, Haruki
Murakami.

Deep in Tokyo’s red-light district, Eros and Thanatos are closely entwined : a heinous murder takes
place and an investigation is conducted at lightning speed.
The seductive Yudai is a talented gigolo of Kabukicho. In this universe full of appearances and false
confidence, he has made a friend, Kate Sanders, a young British woman and hostess at the Gaïa Club owned by
the elegant Sanae. When Kate disappears in mysterious circumstances, Yudai, and her flatmate and colleague,
Marie, are overcome with worry.
Alerted by a disturbing photo of Kate asleep and a message sent to his mobile, Kate’s father, Jason
Sanders, lands in Tokyo to try to find out what has happened to his daughter. He moves heaven and earth and
steps up the investigation which is unfolding at a rhythm set by the seemingly very calm Superintendent
Yamada.
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But still waters run deep. Yamada locates the victim’s mobile near Lake Chiba and manages to find the
body; Kate has been tied up and buried alive in her prettiest dress. Which mysterious lover had she met that day?
The Kabukicho trap seems to have closed over her.

Cobert, Harold: LA MÉSANGE ET L’OGRESSE (THE CHICKADEE AND THE
OGRESS)
(Plon, August 2016, 432 pages)
TV Rights sold - mini series in 6 episodes.
Ø

Based on the true story of the Fourniret, a couple of serial killers from Belgium.

For more than 15 years, Michel Fourniret was a serial killer. His targets: young girls. His wife,
Monique, never left him: these two had found each other.
June 26, 2003. “The ogre of the Ardennes “, Michel Fourniret, is arrested in Belgium. June 22, 2004.
After a year of questioning, his spouse, Monique Olivier - whom he calls his “chickadee” - unveils a significant
portion of her husband’s criminal record, at the very moment when, lacking evidence, the Belgium police was
about to release him. He is sentenced to life imprisonment, and Monique Olivier - accused of duplicity and of
information witholding - is sentenced to perpetuity with 28 years of mandatory jail term. Diving at the heart of
absolute evil, this fictional investigation alternates viewpoints, that of the police chief and of Monique Olivier
herself. For the first time, the enigma is examined: was she a victim or a partner in crime? Instrument or evil
brain? Chickadee or Ogress?
Firmly backed up by the investigation files and fueled by interviews with experts, the book benefited
from the insight of the police chief who led the case.
Harold Cobert is the author of numerous novels, including UN HIVER AVEC BAUDELAIRE,
translated in 5 countries, L’ENTREVUE DE SAINT-CLOUD (Éditions Héloïse d’Ormesson) and JIM (Plon,
2014).
“À partir d'une affaire connue de tous, Harold Cobert construit un roman-enquête minutieusement
documenté. Malgré l'horreur des faits et la perversité des assassins, on lit. On lit pour comprendre. On lit parce
que la fiction prouve ici son efficacité quand il s'agit de conjecturer des possibles à partir de faits. ”
yspaddaden.com
“Avec cette plongée dans l'horreur, Harold Cobert signe un éblouissant voyage au cœur du mal... ”
Lire

Collette, Sandrine: LES LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (THE BLACK TEARS ON
THE EARTH)
(Denoel, February 2017, 320 pages)
Ø

After the sensational Il reste la poussière, winner of the Landerneau Noir Award 2016, Sandrine
Collette delivers a deeply moving dark and social novel, set in the Dante-like Wrecking Yard. Her
female characters are the heroines of a modern-day take on The Thousand and One Nights.

In a world in freefall, they are warriors who lost it all, but still cling on to a few sparks of hope, because
they stand together. Their strength lies in their capacity to stay together, support one-another and stay clearheaded... If one of them raises her head, all the girls might make it alive.
It only took one. Just once, Moe made the wrong decision and left her native island to follow a man to
Paris. She was only 20 then. Six years later, she had become a wreck with a toddler at her side as her sole
possession, and ended up in a shelter for the deprived. Its officials call it the High Dam, but its inmates call it
The Wrecking Yard.
The Wrecking Yard is a slum town consisting in wedged wrecked cars where the destitute residents
live, and empty streets lined by bashed cars. Each car has a number, and is attributed to one person. For Moe, it’s
number 2167, and a grey 306 Peugeot. The backseats are gone, but two towels were left for her and her baby
boy. The rules of the Wrecking Yard are simple: if she wants to survive, she needs to work, for a few euros each
day. And if she decides to leave, she will have to pay an exit charge, the equivalent of 13 years of hard work at
least, if she manages to spend next to nothing except milk for the baby and rice for herself. As her life seems to
be bent on a downward spiral, finally something positive happens: on her street, five female residents decided to
get together to form an alliance, a clos-knit circle helping them all to face the violence of the neighbourhood and
the dark times they go through. Soon enough, Moe and her boy are adopted by Ada, the elderly one, who knows
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herbs and plants, and treats the whole Yard; Jaja, the warrior; Poule the survivor, the sweet Marie-Thé, and Nini,
the one who cannot comes to terms with her downfall, and still yearns for looking pretty, and dancing and
drinking and hoping... She is the one who will bring calamity upon them all.
Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She divides her life between her career as a writer and her horse
farm in Morvan. She previously wrote Des noeuds d’acier (2013), Un vent de cendres (2014), Six fourmis
blanches (2015) and Il reste la poussière (2016). Des noeuds d’acier met with public and critical success, sold
nearly 70,000 copies, and was awarded the 2013 Best Crime Novel Award.

Collette, Sandrine: IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE (THE DUST REMAINS)
(Denoël, January 2016, 320 pages)
15,000 copies sold!
Awarded the Prix Landerneau Polar 2016!!
English sample available.
Ø

The alternating points of view contribute to the painful, increasing tension that reigns within a
family torn between love and hate.

Ø

A tale full of violence: violence between people, but also the violence of untamed nature and a
harsh climate.

Ø

Finding treasure will lead, not to wealth and happiness, but to death and destruction.

With this dark novel, in a sublime but hostile natural setting, Sandrine Collette explores unbearable
family relations and the fate of a boy who tries to escape this suffocating, isolated family.
Argentina, 19th-century. A woman lives alone with her four sons on desolate land in Patagonia. One
angry night, she killed her drunkard husband. She hides the crime from everyone, and acts like a man: she goes
to the bar, plays cards and more. Her sensitive youngest son, Rafael, grows up with his three brutish brothers,
two viciously violent twins who beat him up often, and a third brother who everyone assumes is mentally
retarded. One night, the mother loses one of the twins in a card game. Now there are just three boys, and they
have to work all the time. One day when his big brother beats him even harder than usual, Rafael forgets to
closes the stable, and the horses get away. Rafael wanders for days, trying to find them. In his wandering, he
meets a wounded man who he tries to help, but the man dies, leaving a bag full of bills that Rafael brings back to
the family farm. Instead of solving all their problems, the money winds up breaking the family apart. They fight
over it, badgering the mother, who has hidden it. She pretends to be dead, and gets buried alive. The twin who
stayed behind goes crazy and tries to kill Rafael before getting shot dead by the third brother, who runs off,
leaving Rafael alone on the farm. He takes the bills out of their hiding place – which he knew – and scatters them
to the winds.
The author describes the characters’ feelings with great subtlety, portrays Argentina’s harsh landscapes
beautifully, and keeps the suspense up throughout the book. Readers will enjoy both the quality of the writing
and the well-constructed plot.
Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She is the author of DES NOEUDS D’ACIER (Denoël, 2013) and
UN VENT DE CENDRES (Denoël, 2014). DES NOEUDS D’ACIER proved a commercial and critical success
with almost 65,000 copies sold, and was awarded the Grand Prix de littérature policière in 2013.
Rights sold: USA (Europa/WEL) and Italy (E/O Edizioni).
“On pense bien sûr à William Faulkner, même sécheresse des dialogues, même description à couper le
souffle d'un paysage minéral. Ses récits froids comme la lame possèdent une étrange poésie. “ M le magazine
du Monde
“On est ici au pays du grand roman noir, saupoudré d'un brin de nature writing, pour livrer un
véritable western crépusculaire. ” Le Matricule des anges
“Une des romancières les plus accomplies de la littérature noire, qui a un style d'une ampleur, d'un
souffle... C'est excessivement remarquable. Il n'y en a pas beaucoup en France qui arrive à ça. “ France Inter
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Couderc, Frédéric: LE JOUR SE LEVE ET CE N’EST PAS LE TIEN (THE DAY RISES
AND IT IS NOT YOURS)
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, September 2016, 336 pages)
Long-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac 2016.
Ø

A passionate love affair between a woman and a heroic guerrilla paternally protected by Fidel
Castro.

Ø

Inspired by the history of the Cuban Revolution.

Ø

A fascinating investigation from Long Island to Havana.

A breathtaking and sentimental thriller in which love does not go well with power and a political novel
at once.
Dorothy Parker wishes to be buried in the Long Island Union cemetery. Her son Leonard has no idea
why but decides to clear up the mystery surrounding his origins. His investigation takes him back to 1959 in
Havana where her mother had an affair with a heroic guerilla and starts discovering many secrets that will help
him to understand his true identity.
Frédéric Couderc is a great traveler. He lives in Cape Town three months a year. He used to be an
international reporter and now dedicates himself to writing fiction and teaches creative writing. His fifth novel
UN ETE BLANC ET NOIR (2013) has been awarded the Prize of the Popular Novel.
“Ce roman, doté d’une conviction romanesque en béton armé, nous entraîne dans une folle histoire
d’amour, une enquête dangereuse et des allers-retours haletants entre La Havane de 1959 et celle
d’aujourd’hui. ” Madame Figaro
“Histoire d’amours et destin tragique, un très beau roman à l’écriture vive, captivante, émouvante. ”
Librairie Pages d’écriture
“Frédéric Couderc n’a rien à envier à un James Elroy ou à un Henning Mankell tant cette épopée
romanesque époustouflante mêlée à une intrigue politico-historique dense, est intelligente, captivante et
totalement réussie. Le lecture de ce roman (…) est un régal pour sa trame, le style romanesque mâtinée d’une
belle couleur journalistique et l’histoire menée avec une main de maître dans son suspense et son dénouement.
Roman historique, sentimental, polar politique et noir : tous les éléments forment une alchimie subtile et
haletante pour ce grand livre d’aventures à mettre dans toutes les mains. ” Lire moins

Incardona, Joseph: CHALEUR (HEAT)
(Finitude, January 2017, 160 pages)
French pocket rights sold (Pocket).
Ø

Incardona approaches serious themes with a rhythmical instinctual and fast writing that tackles
profound topics such as loneliness, illness and addiction in an entertaining and yet tragic way.

Ø

A dark humour novel set in an unusual setting, during an absurd event, staging two seemingly
opposite competitors who eventually come to understand each other.

Ø

A noir novel that deals with human relationships and hidden agendas.

Ø

An unexpected outcome that defines Joseph Incardona’s style.

In a remote city in Finland, competitors from around the world gather for the World Sauna
Championship. Although completely different at first, two candidates share the same eagerness to win the award
no matter what it takes.
Heinola, a Finnish city close to Helsinki, is known for hosting once per year the World Sauna
Championship. And for the past three years Niko Tanner, a renowned Finnish porn star, is the acclaimed winner
of the prestigious award. Eager to win again and confident in his success, he has only one worthy opponent: Igor
Azarov, a sixty-year-old short Russian man. At this time of year in Finland, locals finally emerge from the long
and harsh winter, eager to socialize and gather around crazy competitions. Niko has his own fan club and enjoys
being a provocative competitor thus showing up at the very last minute to enrol for the competition. Igor on the
other side is organised and takes it very seriously. But nobody pays attention to him. As the competition begins,
each participant gets ready in his own way. Niko along with his girlfriend and porn actress Loviisa Foxx, drinks
vodka, smokes, and takes drugs every night, not caring about the rules at all. In the meantime in another hotel
bedroom, Igor, silent and calm, focuses on his main goal: winning. But this year, something is different. The
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gigantic Finnish is nervous, and the short Russian man is hiding something. As the competition goes on, Igor’s
health condition gets worse. He is ill, very ill. This competition will be the last, and he is up to no good.
Joseph Incardona proves once more his ability to turn small events into intriguing tales. His characters
are well structured, exuberant and complex at the same time. The storyline is remarkably efficient and the
outcome truly unexpected. A masterstroke.
Joseph Incardona is Swiss with Italian roots. He is the author of nine novels, of comic trips and scripts.
He recently co-directed his first feature film “Milky Way ”. In 2015 he is awarded the prize of the Grand Prix de
la Littérature Policière for the novel DERRIÈRE LES PANNEAUX IL Y A LES HOMMES (Editions Finitude),
and was previsouly awarded the Grand Prix du Roman Noir du Festival de Beaune in 2011.He is 45 and a
member of the Italian football team of writers.

Tackian, Niko: LA NUIT N’EST JAMAIS COMPLÈTE (NIGHT IS NEVER
COMPLETE)
(Scrinéo, March 2016, 268 pages)
Shortlisted for the Prix du Festival polar de Cognac.
French paperback rights preempted (Pocket).
Ø

Breathtaking suspense and a totally unexpected final plot twist that isn’t revealed until the last
30 pages.

Ø

An efficient, cinematic writing style.

Ø

A fascinating reading experience: the author cleverly introduces codes and symbols, the better to
overturn them later.

Ø

All of the ingredients of a thriller that convinces you that it’s a true story: the anxiety-inducing
atmosphere, inexplicable mysterious events, macabre details and more.

After his first thriller, QUELQUE PART AVANT L’ENFER (Somewhere Before Hell), winner of the
2015 Library Association Award at the Festival de Cognac and nominated for 5 other prizes, Niko Tackian is
back with a breathtaking new huis-clos set in a coal mine in the middle of the American desert.
The road stretches on through rocky desert as far as the eye can see. Arielle and Jimmy are eating up the
asphalt at the wheel of their battered old Ford. But when father and daughter stumble upon a police roadblock
and are forced to spend the night there, everything goes haywire... Along with three other travelers, they wake up
alone, abandoned, capsized by the road. A few miles away, two immense metal towers thrust into the sky like
rusted corpses suffering the ravages of time. A few forlorn houses of crumpled sheet metal huddle together
against the wind. This abandoned mine will be their refuge… or their worst nightmare: mysterious noises, the
gruesome discovery of children’s bones, the disappearance of one member of the group and the amputation of
one leg of another... A journey into darkness that Jimmy holds the key to, and for a very good reason: the whole
tale is in fact a nightmare Jimmy had when he slipped into a coma after a stroke.
A psychological thriller based on the themes of psychic exploration and how the brain handles trauma.
From writing to filmmaking, Niko Tackian expresses himself with the same verve in films and comic
books, TV and video games. He has written the screenplays for over 20 films, and directed Azad, which won
prizes at film festivals around the world. Rights to his first novel, QUELQUE PART AVANT L’ENFER (2015)
have been sold to the France Loisirs book club, to Pocket for paperback and to the producer Capa TV.

Ian Manook: LA MORT NOMADE (NOMADIC DEATH)
(Albin Michel, October 2016, 432 pages)
Ø

The author manages to turn the surly Yeruldegger – a tortured soul – into an endearing
character, as the former cop shows a certain sensitivity over the course of the tale. Readers
follow his evolution through the volumes all the way to his death.

Ø

The dark humor and raw language create a lively tone, making all those dead bodies easier to
bear

Ø

A good share of the book is given over to nomadic death and love, to meditation and the search
for a certain wisdom through traditions: Yeruldegger’s own story becomes legend in turn.
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The third volume of the adventures of Inspector Yeruldegger turns our hero into a legend. LA MORT
NOMADE seems to close the trilogy of the famous Officer Yeruldegger’s (a.k.a. Dellger Khan) investigations in
Mongolia, where ages-old tradition and modern life clash, while denouncing a corrupt “Soviet style” system.
Yeruldegger, a retired cop from Ulan-Bator, has been worn down by years of useless struggle against
crime. Acting on the advice of his spiritual Master, Nerguii, Yeruldegger decides to work towards redemption by
setting up his yurt on the steppe in the middle of the Gobi Desert. The idea is to renew with the traditions of his
Ancestors and to forget the hard times he had as a cop. But nothing goes as Yeruldegger planned. When two
women on horseback, accompanied by a young boy, come to request his help, the calm and serenity of the first
four months of his spiritual retreat are scattered to the winds. Yeruldegger soon realizes that his past is catching
up with him – at full tilt – despite the nomadic complicity of happy silence on the steppe.
More than just a thriller, this novel is like a travel guide, a “spiritual” one, explaining the local customs
and food, and focused on the search for a kind of wisdom. From the arid steppe to the heart of Manhattan, from
Canada to Australia, Ian Manook guides us across continents, leading us from corpse to corpse: from a
defenestration to the discovery of a mass grave, from the assassination of a French geologist to the appearance of
a mysterious wolf-paw print branded onto bodies with a hot iron. A story steeped in both the mining companies’
embezzlement of funds and in ancestral Mongolian traditions.
Journalist and magazine editor Ian Manook has won numerous prizes (Prix Polar SNCF, Grand prix des
lectrices de Elle Polar, prix Quais du polar, Prix polar des lecteurs du Livre de poche….) for his two ‘Mongolian
thrillers’: YERULDELGGER (150,000 copies sold) and LES TEMPS SAUVAGES, both translated into seven
languages.

Eric Giacometti & Jacques Ravenne: L’EMPIRE DU GRAAL (EMPIRE OF GRAIL)
VOL 11
(JC Lattès, May 2016, 400 pages)
A huge success in France and abroad !
Over 2 million copies sold in France
Translated in 17 languages
In the top 6 of the best selling of French thrillers/ Crime novels of the past 5 years, all formats
included
Giacometti Ravenne takes us to the heart of one of the most fabulous enigmas of all time!
At great risk, Police commissioner Marcus delves into a ring of antique smugglers and strives to recover
a deviant sepulcher that might hold the secret to the Grail... But what is that secret? Christ’s descendants? An
elixir of eternal life? A means of communicating with God? And is that secret revealed in Chrétien de Troyes’
original text?
Antoine Marcas is a Paris police commissioner and Freemason. Intrepid, honest and profoundly human,
his double function puts him front row center when the Freemasonry is implicated in a crime and the
investigation sends him to the four corners of the world (Freetown, Grenade, Bombay, Berlin etc..)
Eric Giacometti: formerly a journalist with Le Parisien, he has conducted several investigations into
Freemasonry and was an observer of the society for many years.
Jacques Ravenne is a writer and Freemason and also specialist of ancient manuscripts. Old friends, they
share a passion for symbology and secret societies, real or imagined.
“A pure, breathtaking esoteric thriller that combines history, imagination and current events signed by
two best-selling writers. ” Figaro Magazine
“Terrifyng and authentic. ” Le Point

Perret, Vivianne: MÉTAMORPHOSIS- HOUDINI, MAGICIAN & DÉTECTIVE –
TOME 1 (METAMORPHOSIS – HOUDINI, MAGICIAN AND DETECTIVE – VOL. 1)
(JC Lattes, October 206, 210 pages)
Ø

A new detective series starring Harry Houdini

San Francisco, July 1899 : The young magician Harry Houdini is on tour in California with his
charming wife Bess. The public is fascinated by his new escape number where he breaks free from tens of
handcuffs and chains in record time.
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After one of his shows, Houdini is invited to the home of a rich silk dealer in Chinatown named Ong
Lin Foon. Ong, who has little trust in the police, asks Houdini to find his niece who was kidnapped upon her
arrival in San Francisco. Ong fears that she has been forced to work in one of the numerous brothels of
Chinatown. Encouraged by Bess who is revolted by the fate of these women, Houdini accepts to investigate the
girl’s disappearance. What Bess doesn’t know is that the magician will also undertake a parallel secret mission
for the US government.
Between the Chinese mafia, corruption and magic tricks, Metamorphosis offers a fascinating portrait of
a time and a city in full economic expansion through the unique vision of the intrepid Houdini.
Born in 1961, Vivianne Perret is a journalist, historian, writer, screenwriter, radio host and insatiable
globetrotter who speaks several languages.

Aubenque, Alexis: AURORE DE SANG (BLOODY AURORA)
(Robert Laffont, November 2016, 300 pages)
A new investigation featuring Tracy Bradshaw and Nimrod Russell.
At this summer’s end, the greatest aurora borealis of the century have started to appear in the Alaskan
sky. Two days from peak luminosity, as the former cop and private detective Nimrod Russell gets ready to return
to the police force, Judith Gibbons, a former girlfriend whose husband and son disappeared without a trace,
comes back into his life…
At the same time, a corpse, partially devoured by animals, is found in the middle of the forest.
Lieutenant Tracy Bradshaw must pick up the investigation and discover secrets and plots darker than she could
have ever imagined possible in her little town. With Nimrod, she will soon realize that hell is not just a Biblical
myth…
Alexis Aubenque is the author of several crime novels. His first trilogy, River Falls, was recognized in
2009 with the prestigious Prix Polar at the Festival du Cognac.

Loubière, Sophie: CAFÉ BLANC (WHITE COFFEE)
(Univers Poche, October 2016 , 230 pages)
Reader’s report available
Ø

Tension, a bewitching atmosphere, a thorough way of writing, a careful consideration to the
characters : this is Sophie’s style!

A serial killer who can’t do any harm anymore. A husband eager to get his family back. A man obsessed
with a woman and confronted with ghostly appearances. A woman willing to be elsewhere, in the arms of her
loved one. And two children, who try to find their place among them.
One is spending some time in Chatauqua (New York), one has just returned from the US to France, the
others live in Nancy. Their common point? The Road 66.
Author of novels, detective short stories and a children’s book, Sophie Loubière also made a name for
herself in the publishing community thanks to a unique literary program (Parking at Night, France Inter) and her
reviews at France Info (Thriller Info). One of her previous novels, The Stone Boy, has been translated into
English
“Through a well constructed investigation two destinies, that of Desmond and of Lola, unfold and
intersect along the mythic Route 66.” L’Amour des Livres

Bourcy, Thierry: MISHA HALDEN THE HOUNDS’ FLESH, THE WOLVES’ BLOOD
(Univers Poche, November 2016, approx 240 pages)
Ø

Feverish writing and compelling characters in an extremely violent but definitely thoughtful
story.

Ø This book is not only about psychological and physical influence, torture but also about values,
humanity, our roots and our legacy.
A dark coming-of-age tale.
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CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS
1917. A young soldier writes letters to his daughter to be born. He explains what men are capable of,
their violence but also the power of books and the significance of words to the little one he will never be able to
meet
2015. Rory is like a lonesome dog, living a quiet and solitary life. His peace is disrupted one day when
he finds a thief in his apartment. Before he can do anything, a young woman appears and the thief commits
suicide. This girl, Lupa, seems to be escaping from someone and will turn Rory’s life upside down. Is it love?
No, it’s much more than that.

Thierry Bourcy & François-Henri Soulié: LE SONGE DE L’ASTRONOMIE (THE
ASTRONOMER’S DREAM)
(Univers Poche, September 2016, 210 pages)
Ø

In the vein of S.J Parris and C.J Sansom.

Ø

You know Giordano Bruno (1548-1600), Nicolas Copernic (1473-1543) and Johannes Kepler
(1571-1630)? You’ll be delighted to get to know Tycho Brahe (born in 1546 in the then Danish
peninsula of Scania, died in 1601 in Prague).

And Then There Were None set in the court of Rudolph II.
Prague, 1601. Holy Roman Emperor Rudolph II has organized a sumptuous feast during which the
Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe will present his conception of the universe: is the sun revolving around the earth
(that would still be heresy...), or the other way around? When his poisoned body is found in the Cabinet of
Curiosities of the castle, the Emperor locks all the guests in to find out the killer.
Thierry Bourcy is an author and a scriptwriter, he has written a successful historical crime series set
during WWI. François-Henri Soulié is a theatre producer and a dialogue writer.

Scalese, Laurent: JE L’AI FAIT POUR TOI (I DID IT FOR YOU)
(Belfond, September 2016, 352 pages)
A powerful and effective detective novel.
Inspector Samuel Moss specialises in so-called perfect murders – those which are carefully thought
through, planned out to the last detail and in theory impossible to prove. He works on the principle that the
perfect crime is a well-oiled mechanism which nevertheless always contains a flaw, namely the criminal himself
who, at some point down the line, will make a mistake.
This story begins when the best-selling novelist Jade Grivier is found dead at home in her study. It
would appear that she has committed suicide with a bullet to the head, but Moss has learnt to be wary of
appearances. After inspecting the scene of the crime in his own distinctive way, he comes to the conclusion that
it is mur- der, not suicide.
But even if he manages to identify the guilty party, he knows that the game will not be over – the real
difficulty in this type of case lies not so much in unmasking the killer, but rather in working out exactly how he
went about his crime in order to prove his guilt.
This investigation will provide Samuel Moss with yet another ele- ment to add to his theoretical edifice
for understanding the per- fect murder – a theoretical edifice which he shares in his very individual way with his
students, for he is also a lecturer at the Institute of Criminology...
Laurent Scalese is a crime fiction writer and a scriptwriter for film and television. JE L’AI FAIT POUR
TOI is his ninth novel.

Laurent,
Jean-Claude:
TOUTANKHAMON)

OPERATION

TUTANKHAMUN

(OPÉRATION

(JC Lattes, 200 pages April 2016)
Ø

A new series of historical crime novels both modern and inventive.

Louis Porier has a gift: when gripped by an emotion, he is able to travel to the past. For a young
professor of history and geography, it’s true bliss.
While on a class visit to the Louvre one day, he is fascinated by the famous statue of a sitting scribe and
is suddenly whisked back to Egypt in 1400 BC where he finds himself a scribe in the service of the Pharaoh. His
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name is Hapy and his mission is to investigate the abrupt death of the grand priest of the Amon Temple. He will
uncover several sinister plots that threaten the Pharaoh’s life and suspects hiding at the highest levels of
government: fanatic priests of the ancient cult of Aton, ministers, and even the queen.
Jean-Claude Laurent is the pseudonym of Jean-Claude Perrier and Laurent Lemire who are journalists
and well-known writers (Livres Hebdo, L’Obs, etc.). They have written several books: historical novels,
biographies and essays for the former, and biographies and essays for the latter.

Bussi, Michel: LE TEMPS EST ASSASSIN (TIME IS A KILLER)
(Presses de la cite, May 2016, 592 pages)
France’s #3 bestselling authors of 2015
More than 150,000 copies of AFTER THE CRASH sold in UK
His previous titles have been translated in 33 countries
Ø

A terrible car accident, broken lives, family secrets... Once again, Michel Bussi serves us up a
gripping detective novel, this time set amid the beautiful scenery of Corsica.

August 2016. 42-year-old Clotilde is spending her holiday in Corsica with her husband Franck and her
teenage daughter Valentine. It is the first time she has been back to the island since the terrible car accident in
which her parents and her brother were killed 27 years earlier. She was in the car too, but miracu- lously escaped
with her life.
This return to the island plunges Clotilde back into the deepest recesses of her adolescence. She
reacquaints herself with her paternal grandparents, Lisabetta and Cassanu, whom she hasn’t seen since the
accident. They come from a powerful Corsican family who reign supreme over one whole part of the island. The
young woman is pleased to be able to introduce them to her hus- band and daughter, but this immersion in her
past is the source of a great malaise.
And then strange indications emerge which suggest that Palma, Clotilde’s mother, might not have died
in the accident after all... Could it be that Clotilde is not in possession of the whole truth?
Michel Bussi is a professor of geopolitics. His works have been translated in 31 countries. Le temps est
assassin is his 6th novel published by Presses de la Cité since 2011.

THRILLERS
Beuglet, Nicolas: LE CRI (THE SCREAM)
(XO, September 2016, 491 pages)
Partial English Translation Available

Ø The discovery of a greatly talented writer.
Ø

Every page of the story raises the question of the meaning of existence and plunges us into our
innermost fears.

A fascinating thriller of rare complexity, inspired by real discoveries and events, that addresses the folly
of man and the danger of misguided science transformed into a lethal weapon.
Psychiatric Hospital in Gaustad, oslo. At dawn after a night of bitter cold, the body of a patient is found
strangled to death in his cell, his mouth open in a silent scream. Rushed to the scene, the disconcerting inspector
Sarah Geringen immediately senses that this case will be unlike any other... The mysteries pile up: why does the
victim have a scar in the form of the number 488 on his forehead? What do the indecipherable drawings on the
walls of his cell signify? Why does the hospital staff seem so uncomfortable with the identity of this man who
had been interned in the Gaustad Hospital for over thirty years?
For Sarah it is the beginning of a terrifying investigation that will send her from London to Ascension
island, from the mines of Minnesota to the heights of ancient nice. Subjected to a relentless countdown, Sara’s
destiny will be linked to that of a French investigative journalist, Christopher, and she will discover, while
digging up CiA records, a staggering truth about one of the questions that haunts each and every one of us: life
after death...
The response, buried in top secret laboratories, might just be more frightening than the question

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@free.fr

63

THRILLERS
Nicolas Beuglet is 42-year-old. After fifteen years at the channel m6, he decided to consecrate his time
to writing screenplays and novels. He lives in Boulogne-Billancourt with his wife and two daughters. The
scream’ is his second novel.
Rights sold in Poland after an auction!
“ This thriller is one of the best of the season. Addictive !” Femme Actuelle

Jacq, Christian: SPHINX
(XO, October 2016, 396 pages)
Partial English translation available
Ø

An explosive thriller about the deviations of current technology. the story of the heirs of ancient
egypt, the last opponents to the folly of mankind

They are nine. Nine representatives of a mysterious brotherhood, Sphinx. Nine keepers of the secret of
life, spread out around the world. Nine sentenced to death by the new masters of technology who believe that
money rules and whose goal is spine-chilling: the definitive takeover of the human brain by machines. From
New York these masters have begun a relentless search in order to eliminate, one by one, the members of the
Sphinx.
Yet, they haven’t considered the determination of a Scottish journalist, Bruce Reuchlin, an arduous
investigator, ready to risk all to uncover their diabolical plan. Bruce, however, puts his life in danger with each
step. The deeper he delves into his investigation, the more the question of who really governs our world terrifies
him.
Progressively the reader discovers, petrified, who really rules our world.
Christian Jacq became a world-wide success with his Champollion and Ramses series. His novels
sparked an unprecedented mass-market passion for ancient Egypt that remains active to this day.

Manzor, René: DANS LES BRUMES DU MAL (IN THE MISTS OF EVIL)
(Calmann-Lévy, 277 pages, October 2016)
Ø

A Satanic Peter Pan.

Ø

The author uses the book’s Satanist setting to address key social issues that concern all sorts of
sects and networks (pedophilia, Satanism, religion).

Ø

Child abuse as the root of all evil.

Ø

A glacial atmosphere including harrowing scenes (Satanic rites) and a macabre climate (death
rules the bayou); an infernal labyrinth through the devil’s clutches.

A mysterious serial killer kidnaps little boys and murders their parents, leaving cryptic voodoo symbols
behind. A breathtaking manhunt signed by France’s most exciting new author of thrillers.
In South Carolina, a Shadow is looming. It snatches children and kills adults. The victims have esoteric
symbols carved onto their stomachs. The bodies are always found in the same setting: surrounded by votive
candles, covered with dead leaves and with their stomachs scarred. Who is this mysterious Shadow practitioner
of voodoo?
When Dahlia Rhymes, a profiler specialized in Satanism and ritual killings at the FBI’s New York
bureau, finds out that her godson Tom is among the kidnapped boys, she goes back to her native South Carolina
to help the local police with the investigation. Back in the bayou, the moss-covered oaks aren’t the only thing
that’s familiar: Dahlia also recognizes Nathan Miller, a former street urchin who’s now one of the best cops in
Charleston. Together they try to track the missing boys down. Over the course of the investigation, Dahlia finds
clues inside thimbles tucked inside the mouths of the female corpses. There is no longer any doubt that the
Shadow is trying to communicate with her. The profiler forges on through the infernal maze until she reaches the
Mists of Evil. Will she be able to fight off her own inner demons to solve the affair of the Lost Boys?
An excellent thriller in which the characters – even the Shadow – have a very human face!
René Manzor is a scriptwriter, director, and novelist. With his third book, René Manzor has established
himself as one of France’s leading writers of thrillers. He was awarded the Prix Polar du Meilleur Roman
Francophone at the Festival de Cognac for Celui dont le nom n’est plus (Kero, 2014). His first novel, Les âmes
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rivales, was published in 2012. DANS LES BRUMES DU MAL, René Manzor’s latest novel, (CastelmannLévy, October 2016), a thriller set in the American south, involves both voodoo and child abuse.

Norek, Olivier: SURTENSIONS (OVER-TENSION)
(Michel Lafon, March 2016, 480 pages)
Winner of : Prix du Polar Européen 2016 du « Point ».
Ø

The reader will be both delighted and surprised by this outcome.

Ø

A realistic writing style.

Ø

This story can be read separatedly from the two first volumes of the trilogy !

In this third volume of a trilogy about the Captain Coste’s investigations, the author makes the
characters reach their point of no return.
Lost souls and crimes of passion: before redemption, there is sometimes a need for revenge.
A sister accepts to risk her life for helping her brother to escape from the most dangerous prison in
France. A father is willing to do anything to save his family from four predators that have penetrated into his
house and ready to stay as long as they need. Five criminals – a paedophile, a murderer, a former Serbian
legionary, a kidnapper and a robber – end up in the same story and Captain Coste gets involved in this nest of
vipers that is threatening all the persons he cares the most about.
Olivier Norek has been a police Lieutenant at the research section of the SDPJ 93 for 17 years. He is the
author of CODE 93 and TERRITOIRES, both acclaimed by critics.
“Les polars d’Olivier Norek ne ressemblent à aucun autre.” France Info
“Il est fortiche, Norek, qui excelle à renouveler ses angles d'attaque - l'enfer du milieu carcéral,
l'argent comme éternel passe-droit. Pas de clichés, pas de happy end. Son réalisme fait l'effet d'une gifle. Reste
une équipe soudée aux allures de famille, des flics humains donc faillibles. Attachants, forcément.” L’Express
“Avec son regard implacable sur notre époque et nos malfrats, Olivier Norek a électrisé le jury.” Le
Point

Chattam, Maxime: COMA DES MORTELS (DEAD ORDINARY)
(Albin Michel, June 2016, 380 pages)

Ø Over 100 000 hardback copies sold for each title......and 4 million copies sold in France!
Ø Translated into 10 languages.
Ø Translated all over the world, Maxime Chattam is one of France’s masters of the thriller. His
boundless imagination is frequently hailed by the press.
Pierre has dumped both job and girlfriend to work in Vincennes’ Zoo. He’s changed his identity, signed
up with a theatre group and is trying very hard to avoid André, his psychologist, who is harassing him with calls.
But his new life turns into a nightmare when all the women he ever dated are found dead. For the police, he’s
suspect n° 1 of course, but they have no evidence against him. Pierre tries to backtrack events in an attempt to
understand the nature of the malediction that has fallen upon him.
A well-mastered and astonishing novel, a story about an odd man, as fascinating and unique as some of
the meetings that will change his life. A cascade of unexpected twists and turns, metamorphoses, dark humour.
The tone is off-the-wall and the narrative a quest to find the truth about the characters, who are never quite who
we think they are.

Cabesos, Violette: PORTRAIT DE GROUPE AVEC PARAPLUIE (GROUP PORTRAIT
WITH AN UMBRELLA)
(Albin Michel, September 2016, 368 pages)
Ø

Picasso, Derain, Soutine, Apollinaire and more. A veritable ode to art and artists that also
explores their darker sides and madness.

Ø

An immersion in Paris past and present, from the Bateau-Lavoir to La Ruche, from Montmartre
to Montparnasse.
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Ø

Quirkily off-beat yet endearing characters carried by measured, well-mastered prose.

An immersion in artistic, bohemian Paris, from the early 20th century to the present day, from
Montmartre to Montparnasse, on the trail of a depressed serial killer, by the co-author of the best-selling LA
PROMESSE DE L’ANGE (“The Angel’s Promise”).
Since her husband passed away, Martha, 70, has filled her days with her new passion: art. At an art
competition, she stumbles upon a body: a young woman whose corpse has been entirely painted. She realizes
that the victim represents Derain’s La Danseuse and gives that information to Police Commissioner Cointreau, in
charge of the investigation. As more murders pile up, Martha, with the help of her two best friends, is trying to
figure out who painted a strange self-portrait. That hunt will actually lead them to the killer, a talented but
poverty-stricken artist who wants to avenge his grandfather, who was betrayed by his painter friends in the early
20th century. That’s why he reproduces their work in a way that permanently debase it. Knowing he has been
found out, he kills himself by setting fire to his studio.
With a surprising plot and lonely but endearing characters, the author explores themes like fate and
success, and if they are deserved or just a question of luck. Finally – and above all – the book is a veritable ode
to art and artists, yet one that doesn’t ignore their dark sides or even their madness.
A history and fiction buff, Violette Cabesos started writing after studying history, literature and political
science. She has written several popular coming-of-age and historical thrillers, all published by Albin Michel,
including LA PROMESSE DE L’ANGE (“The Angel’s Promise”), co-written with Frédéric Lenoir, and winner
of the 2014 Maisons de la presse Prize 2004).
“There is an abundance of meaning and possible interpretations for this historical, metaphysical
murder mystery and coming-of-age tale. In a similar vein to Ken Follett’s best-selling “Pillars of the Earth”.
Spell-binding.” Le Figaro (about LA PROMESSE DE L’ANGE)
“A breath-taking theological thriller, a real page-turner.” Elle (about LA PROMESSE DE L’ANGE)

Carayon, Christian: SOUFFLE UNE OMBRE (A BREATH, A SHADE)
(Fleuve Noir, April 2016, 320 pages)
Sample English translation and Reader’s report available
Ø

An unputdownable thriller.

Ø

When the sense of the intrigue of Michel Bussi meets the faultless narration of Pierre Lemaitre.

Ø

The rights have been sold in 4 countries before the French publication after auctions and preempts.

1980. A party to celebrate the end of summer is in full swing in the southern part of the Massif Central.
Justine, Guillaume, Emmanuel and Florie, aged 10 to 14, are given the per- mission to sleep on a small island in
the middle of a lake. When the parents don’t see them coming back in the morning, they swim there and discover
a horror scene: three children have been slaughtered and the fourth one has been left for dead.
2014. Whole families – those of the victims and of the many suspects –, the town and even the region
never got over this trauma. Marc-Édouard is a history teacher in Tou- louse, whose career has come to a
standstill. His personal life is not going better (his wife has left him and Siobhan, one of his students, has tried to
commit suicide after the end of their affair). A disastrous gala at the univer- sity drives him to see a psychiatrist.
There, he confesses that his life has been oversha- dowed by fear because of the multiple murder that took place
when he was 11 years old. To get rid of it, Marc-Édouard starts over the investigation, on the pretext of writing a
thesis.
Christian Carayon is a history teacher and a true lover of cinema. His first novel Le Diable sur les
épaules, a historical crime, has been well received by the critics and the readers. Un souffle, une ombre is his
third novel
Rights sold: Germany (BTB), Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Spain (Salamandra), The Netherlands
(Luitingh-Sijthoff)

Anonymous: SOUVENEZ-VOUS DU 5 NOVEMBRE (REMEMBER NOVEMBER 5th)
(Pygmalion / Flammarion, October 2016 – 512 pages)
Ø
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5 November 1605. Guy Fawkes, one of the key members of the Gunpowder Plot, attempted to blow up
the Palace of Westminster on the day of the opening of the Chamber of Lords and thus to kill King James I of
England.
3 November 2019. The powerful and informal group Anonymous broadcasts on all the world's TV
channels an oddly threatening message: "We are Anonymous. We are legion. We do not forget. We do not
forgive. Fear us. Remember the 5th of November!"
Lieutenant Antoine Peretti, a specialist of ritual and religious crime within the Paris criminal brigade, is
entrusted a delicate assignment: to infiltrate the Anonymous group. But who is hiding behind the Anonymous?
Are they dangerous terrorists who want to wreak worldwide havoc or rebels aiming to denounce a conspiracy led
by organisations which themselves operate in the shadows? Peretti will not have the time to ask the question.
Soon he will be plunged in a race against time and in a game whose rules or true leaders he doesn't know. He has
three days left before the fateful day: the 5th of November 2019.

Giebel, Karine: DE FORCE (BY FORCE)
(Belfond/Place des editeurs, March 2016, 528 pages)
Ø

A psychological thriller which keeps us on tente- rhooks as we try to figure out exactly who is
manipu- lating whom...

One summer’s evening, Maud Reynier, a young woman of 20 and the daughter of the famous Nice
surgeon Armand Rey- nier, is violently attacked while she is out walking along the banks of the River Siagne. A
passing jogger, Luc, arrives in the nick of time to scare off the attacker and to save Maud.
A few days later, Armand Reynier receives a threatening message. Deeply disturbed by it, he calls on
Luc, who is a professional bodyguard, to provide them with protection.
Who has a grudge against him? Why did this unknown person attack his daughter and why is he
threatening to strike again? And, above all, why does Reynier obstinately refuse to call in the police? Luc soon
begins to realise that everybody in this family has something to hide...
Karine Giebel has published several crime thrillers, including Les Morsures de l’ombre (Fleuve Noir,
2007and Juste une ombre (Fleuve Noir, 2012). De force is her first novel to be published by Belfond. Her books
have been translated into Italian, Dutch, Russian, Spanish, German, Polish, Czech, Vietnamese and Korean.
Some of them are currently being adapted for the screen.

Collette, Sandrine: IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE (THE DUST REMAINS)
(Denoël, January 2016, 320 pages)
Short-listed for the Prix Landerneau Polar 2016.
Ø

The alternating points of view contribute to the painful, increasing tension that reigns within a
family torn between love and hate.

Ø

A tale full of violence: violence between people, but also the violence of untamed nature and a
harsh climate

Ø

Finding treasure will lead, not to wealth and happiness, but to death and destruction

With this dark novel, in a sublime but hostile natural setting, Sandrine Collette explores unbearable
family relations and the fate of a boy who tries to escape this suffocating, isolated family.
Argentina, 19th century. A woman lives alone with her four sons on desolate land in Patagonia. One
angry night, she killed her drunkard husband. She hides the crime from everyone, and acts like a man: she goes
to the bar, plays cards and more. Her sensitive youngest son, Rafael, grows up with his three brutish brothers,
two viciously violent twins who beat him up often, and a third brother who everyone assumes is mentally
retarded. One night, the mother loses one of the twins in a card game. Now there are just three boys, and they
have to work all the time. One day when his big brother beats him even harder than usual, Rafael forgets to
closes the stable, and the horses get away. Rafael wanders for days, trying to find them. In his wandering, he
meets a wounded man who he tries to help, but the man dies, leaving a bag full of bills that Rafael brings back to
the family farm. Instead of solving all their problems, the money winds up breaking the family apart. They fight
over it, badgering the mother, who has hidden it. She pretends to be dead, and gets buried alive. The twin who
stayed behind goes crazy and tries to kill Rafael before getting shot dead by the third brother, who runs off,
leaving Rafael alone on the farm. He takes the bills out of their hiding place – which he knew – and scatters them
to the winds.
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The author describes the characters’ feelings with great subtlety, portrays Argentina’s harsh landscapes
beautifully, and keeps the suspense up throughout the book. Readers will enjoy both the quality of the writing
and the well-constructed plot.
Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She divides her time between writing and working on her horse
farm in Morvan. She is the author of DES NOEUDS D’ACIER (Denoël, 2013) and UN VENT DE CENDRES
(Denoël, 2014). DES NOEUDS D’ACIER proved a commercial and critical success with almost 65,000 copies
sold, and was awarded the Grand Prix de littérature policière in 2013.

Sire Cédric: AVEC TES YEUX (THROUGH YOUR EYES)
(Presse de la Cité, October 2015, 560 pages)
Other titles in the backlist section!
Ø

The author has already met a large audience, selling around 15,000 of all his previous books,
translated into English, Polish (rights reverted) and Turkish.

Ø

A gripping thriller that will give you the goose bumps: anxiety, hallucinations, tracking, killing
spree, Sire Cédric definitely does not go easy on the reader!

Ø

A solid, incisive, fluid writing, with terribly endearing characters, al the ingredients to a great
read!

Sire Cédric, the master of suspense and horror, is back with a disturbing thriller which takes us beyond
the realm of the rational...
Thomas, a young thirty-something, is going through a difficult period. His girlfriend Sophie, who he
had been living with for years, has just left him out of the blue and his career is going nowhere. As if this were
not enough, for some time now he has been having terrible dreams. Really awful dreams which are waking him
up with a start, further aggravating his insomnia. Unfortunately, it doesn't stop there.
After a session of hypnosis intended to overcome his insomnia, Thomas falls prey to visions. Through
the eyes of somebody else, he sees himself torturing a young woman... Convinced that a murder really is in the
process of being committed, he sets out in search of the victim. The nightmare is only just beginning...
Sire Cédric is the author of seven novels and two collections of short stories. He won the Prix
Masterton for his novel L’ENFANT DES CIMETIÈRES and the Prix Polar (Festival of Cognac) for his thriller
DE FIÈVRE ET DE SANG. His books have been translated into English, Polish and Turkish.

SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY
Paquet, Olivier: JARDIN D’HIVER (WINTER GARDEN)
(L’Atalante, August 2016, 400 pages)
Ø

Olivier Paquet confirms his status as an inventive author of social science-fiction, with plots that
can be interpreted in different ways.

Ø

A futuristic novel with aspects of a Greek tragedy, in which the characters – both human and
mechanical – are dogged by inexorable fate.

In a Europe ravaged by war, machines and GMO’s, Olivier Paquet explores the possibilities offered by
artificial intelligence, and reflects upon our relationship with technical progress.
In the context of global warming, a conflict has arisen in Europe between specialist engineers flying the
flag of the Consortium and eco-terrorist groups of the Cooperative. This war has now lasted fornearly 20 years,
following an incident called “the crime of the century ”. Each camp has developed its own weapons : robot
animals for the engineers, mechanical plants for the ecologists.
The story is about a band of Cossak smugglers who live by salvaging spare parts from battles and
whose philosophy can be summed up thus : “We are smugglers and refuse to belong to any particular camp. It is
our choice to piss everyone off. ”
One night, they come upon a stranger who is behaving very oddly, he has lost his memory. This chance
discovery will make them cross Europe in search of both the past and the green shoots of the future.

68

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
A doctor of political science and an expert on the former Czechoslovakia, Olivier Paquet is fascinated
by science fiction, Japanese cartoons and mangas. He is a broadcaster on the radio programme “Mauvais
genres ” on France Culture, where he regularly gives talks on his favourite topics.

Lucazeau, Romain: LATIUM, VOLUME 1
(Denoël, October 2016, 600 pages )

Ø A space opera with blazing galactic battles and particularly twisted power struggles. A great and
dizzying science-fiction opus, worthy of a Dan Simmons or an Iain M. Banks.
The space opera event of Fall 2016!
In a distant future, the human species has been wiped out by a mysterious evil, the Slaughter.
Following man’s extinction, a people of intelligent robots remain that have metamorphosed into giant
stellar space ships. Within the confines of Urbs, orphaned by their creators’ and their gods’ demise, these
neurotic and lonely space princes and princesses await the inevitable invasion of an alien race. Despite their
formidable strength, their programming prevents them from opposing these invaders. Plautine is one of these
intelligent robots. The last to believe in the mystical return of Man, she has drifted for centuries within Latium.
Her ancient ally, the ambitious proconsul Othon, also lives in exile, but on a far-off planet. He has a secret
weapon: a new race of dog-men, heroic and primitive warriors that he intends to turn into his auxiliary soldiers.
When Plautine detects a mysterious signal like the recollection of a very ancient event that she no longer
remembers clearly, she knows that her quest has begun. She doesn’t know yet to what extent her fate is
intertwined with the war that Othon is preparing to wage.
Romain Lucazeau, a specialist in philosophy, taught at the Institut d’Études Politiques and at La
Sorbonne Paris IV University before shifting gears to economic strategy advising. Latium, the fruit of six years
of work, is his first novel.

Lucazeau, Romain: LATIUM, VOLUME 2
(Denoël, November 2016, 600 pages)

Ø A great and dizzying science-fiction opus worthy of a Dan Simmons or an Iain M. Banks.
The space opera event of Fall 2016 continues!
After the battle that pitted the enormous Transitoria ship against the barbarians from beyond the
boundaries of Latium, Othon and Plautine go to Urbs, the robot city and the center of all things. There, another
war is brewing: a merciless battle for the absolute power that Othon covets. Meanwhile, the barbarian threat is
becoming more and more pressing and the enigma of the disappearance of the human species still needs to be
resolved.
Plautine can feel it: after thousands of years of searching, she has never been closer to the truth. Feeding
off of Leibniz’ philosophy and Cornelian theatre, Latium is a space opera with blazing galactic battles and
particularly twisted power struggles.
Romain Lucazeau, a specialist in philosophy, taught at the Institut d’Études Politiques and at La
Sorbonne Paris IV University before shifting gears to economic strategy advising. Latium, the fruit of six years
of work, is his first novel.

Bordage, Pierre: ARKANE
Book 1 The Desolation
Book 2 The Resurrection
(Bragelonne, forthcoming in 2017, 60,000 words per book)
Ø

A formative journey with engaging, sophisticated characters that evolve in a world riddled with
danger.

Ø

The return of a master storyteller whose fertile imagination is prized by a large readership.

A city rife with conspiracies and uprising. Yet the greatest threat will come from the outside
Arkane is a labyrinth city governed by seven founding houses with corrupt power concentrated in the
Heights, the luxurious upper levels. Court intrigues, poisonings, murders and black magic all take place there.
Meanwhile the condemned and outcast are in the Dumps neighborhood.
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When some of the houses form an alliance to eliminate the Drac house, this upsets the balance in
Arkane, and Oziel, the last representative of its clan, flees the city’s Heights. She tries to reach the Dumps to join
her brother and raise an army among the prisoners in the terrible penal colony in the depths of the city.
Along the way she will meet Renn, an apprentice rock wizard, and Orik, a warrior from a faraway land,
who have come to Arkane to warn the city leaders of an invasion by a horde of frightening creatures from the
north...
Pierre Bordage is the author of over forty novels. Renowned and translated throughout the world, he is
best known for his series Les Guerriers du Silence (The Warriors of Silence).

Fargetton, Manon: LES ILLUSIONS DE SAV-LOAR (THE ILLUSIONS OF SAV-LOAR)
(Bragelonne, November 2016, 220,000 words)
Ø

An inspiring female-driven story.

Ø

Captivating, fluid writing that draws the reader into an ambitious tapestry.

Ø

An independent narrative in the same realm as The Legaçy of the Crosser-Kings, Prix
Imaginales award for best French novel 2016.

The end of the war between magicians could come from a slave girl discovering her powers
In the kingdom of Shadow, the women who possess the gift are persecuted by men from the Closed, the
patriarchal religious order. For centuries now these women have taken refuge in the legendary Sav-Loar, a city at
the heart of the Forest of Dreams protected by spells and illusions.
When Blue becomes a teenager, she discovers her powers and joins forces with a group of slaves
pursued by the Closed. Heading to the city of banished female magicians, she will cross paths with Fèl, a
manipulative beauty enamored with freedom, and Til’Enarion, a formidable member of the Closed who hunts
down young female magicians.
The war between magicians reaches its peak, and the reckoning has come for the established order.
Manon Fargetton, equally at ease with fantasy, thrillers, and young-adult fiction (a winner of the Grand
Prix du Journal de Mickey 2014), is firmly set on making her own literary path, with all the finesse and
imagination that characterize her writing style.

Beorn, Paul: LE SEPTIÈME GUERRIER-MAGE (THE SEVENTH WARRIOR-MAGE)
(Bragelonne, April 2015, 575 pages)
Prix Imaginales des Lycéens 2016.
Sample chapters available in English.
Ø

A quest to recover a lost identity, a troubled past, and a last chance at redemption.

Ø

A tale enhanced by the strong voice of a cynical yet charismatic hero.

Ø

A talented author awarded numerous awards for the young-adult novel 14-14, co-written with
Silène Edgar

Jal is not only a thief, but also a deserter. Pursued by his former fellow soldiers, he escapes death by a
hair.
He is rescued by a woman who asks in exchange that he swear to defend her village against the
conquering army he has just betrayed. An army led by the most powerful of the warrior-mages.
Although at first Jal has no intention of honouring his promise, the discovery of this valley miraculously
spared by the war calls to mind the land of peace he has been seeking ever since he abandoned his life as a
soldier. But he won’t delude himself, a handful of villagers stand no chance at all against an army capable of
crushing whole cities and entire civilisations. Soon, violent nightmares are disturbing the young soldier’s sleep,
dredging up the memories of twelve hitherto forgotten years of his life, and with them, some unexpected
abilities... His oath might just allow him to discover who he really is.
Paul Beorn vowed, when he was five, to become ‘the most exciting writer in the whole wide world’.
Since then, he committed to keep that promise and has already written several adult fantasy, YA and middlegrade novels which have earned him numerous awards.
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‘Fast-flowing, spectacular and entertaining fantasy. A honey-trap for readers, impossible to put down’
Librairie Mollat

Dixen, Victor: PHOBOS
(Robert Laffont, 2015-2016)
Vol. I: 448 pages Vol. II: 432 pages Vol. III: 450 pages
Publication in France: Vol. I: september 2015 Vol. II: November 2015 Vol. III: November 2016
The new trilogy by Victor Dixen, double laureate of the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire.
In the near future, Atlas is going to launch the most ambitious TV reality show of all time: Genesis. six
girls and six boys aged between 17 and 20 have been chosen to establish the first human colony on Mars. They
are in perfect health, thirsty for adventure, and thoroughly trained for the mission that awaits them. They will
take a one-way trip lasting six months to Phobos, Mars’ largest moon, with one goal: to find the partner with
whom they will have children, under the prying eyes of the cameras filming the vessel 24/7. Thus begins a show
of a never-before-seen depth.
The third book in the spatial thriller series by Victor Dixen, a two-time winner of the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire.
Victor Dixen won the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire for youth fiction in 2010 for the first volume in his tetralogy
The Jack Spark Case and again in 2014 for Animal: The Curse of Goldilocks. The third book in the
groundbreaking series by Victor Dixen, two-time winner of the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire.
Victor Dixen is no newcomer to YA writing: his series LE CAS JACK SPARK and ANIMALE were
both published by Gallimard, and both garnered the coveted Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire (2010 and 2014).
Rights sold: Poland (otwarte)

Pevel, Pierre: LE PARIS DES MERVEILLES (PARIS OF WONDERMENT)
(Bragelonne, 2015, 300 pages per title)
1 - LES ENCHANTEMENTS D’AMBREMER - THE ENCHANTMENTS OF AMBREMER
2 - L’ELIXIR D’OUBLI - THE ELIXIR OF OBLIVION
3 - LE ROYAUME IMMOBILE - THE IMMOBILE KINGDOM
English detailed summaries for the three volumes of the awarded trilogy available
Ø

A sort of Sherlock Holmes in Wonderland that is utterly unique. The use of real places and
characters (Paris, Voltaire and more), alongside magical ones (Merlin, pixies, and more) is
clever and unusual.

Ø

The humorously ironic tone creates a light, easy-to-read style and makes the characters all the
more endearing.

Ø

Both the historical context (political situation in Europe), and 20th-century habits and
technology are scrupulously respected – making the investigations even trickier and more
exciting.

The investigations of a gentleman-magician and a pixie-burglar – in a Belle Epoque Paris where
winged cats rub shoulders with fiery dragons and laughing willows – can get awfully complicated, especially
when they turn out to be mixed up with political machinations from another era.
Louis Denizart Hippolyte Griffont, a magician renowned for his skills as a detective and for his knack
for getting into trouble, has been asked to help resolve one of the greatest mysteries of a 20th-century Paris that
has been transformed by the magic of the Otherworld – the land of fairies, pixies and sprites, which is connected
to the French capital by a magical metro line. Alongside Aurélia, his enchantress-burglar- spy of a wife, and with
the help of his own powers and the police force, he will do his utmost to preserve a fragile peace that is
threatened by an evil conspiracy.
A trilogy of gripping stand-alones filled with humor and fantasy, set in an idyllic, but still dangerous
Paris.
Pierre Pevel, born in 1968, is one of the foremost writers of contemporary French fantasy. The author of
nine novels, he was awarded the Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire in 2002 and the David Gemmell Morningstar
Award 2010 for The Cardinal’s Blades, published internationally.
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Gay, Olivier: LE GARÇON QUI COURAIT TROP VITE (THE BOY WHO RAN TOO
FAST)
(Bragelonne, November 2016, 60,000 words)
Ø

An original standalone about artificial intelligence.

Ø

A text that tackles the topic of bullying at high school.

Ø

A novel with wide appeal, about ambiguous friendships between boys and girls.

Léa’s new adopted brother seems way too gifted to be only human... and to remain unnoticed
One night, Léa’s father tells her something that will change her life. A couple of friends have passed
away, and their sixteen-year-old son, Mike, is coming to live with them. He will sleep in the bedroom next to
hers, share her bathroom, and attend her high school!
Her father also asks Léa to let him know about any «strange” behavior... Now she’s a babysitter at high
school. In other words, her peaceful life is over. Mike is extremely gifted – he runs faster than an Olympic
sprinter and can solve university level mathematical theorems. As a result, he attracts the attention of those Léa
has always struggled to avoid, and now the class bullies are going to make their life hell.
Léa will confront a barrage of problems. But she is also determined to uncover all the secrets of this too
talented «brother”...
Olivier Gay, born in Grenoble in 1979, is a French writer of crime, fantasy and horror novels, for both
adults and young adults.

Fargetton, Manon: AUSSI LIBRES QU’UN RÊVE (FREE AS A DREAM)
(Bragelonne, May 2016, 194 pages)
Prix Chronos.
Prix Ruralivre en Nord Pas de Calais.
Prix des collégiens de l’Estuaire.
Prix Jacaranda.
Ø

A dystopia in line with major young-adult bestsellers, for ages 10 +.

Ø

A political story about injustice and equal rights.

Ø The fine, lively writing style of an up-and-coming author.
When birthdates determine one’s place in society, radically different fates may await two sisters
At the end of the 21st century, the Birthdate law tells you which job you’ll get. If you’re born in January, you can
have your dream job: actor, singer, anything is possible. Born in December you’re at the bottom of the barrel!
Minöa and Silnëi are twin sisters born several minutes apart the night of the 31st of December – the first at 11:58
p.m. and the second at 12:07 a.m.! The tyranny of Birthdates promises them radically different destinies, but that
won’t stop them from joining forces to battle injustice and the established order.
They find help from Kléano, rebel singer in a rock group who may be more important to overthrowing the
dictatorship than he would ever know... Because some secrets are well-kept, and President Wallow may have
bypassed his own law in order to grant his son all the advantages of a noble birth.
Manon Fargetton, equally at ease with fantasy, thrillers, and young-adult fiction (a winner of the Grand Prix du
Journal de Mickey 2014), is firmly set on making her own literary path, with all the finesse and imagination that characterize
her writing style.

72

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@gmail.com

FICTION
Edgar, Silène & Beorn, Paul: 14-14
(Bragelonne, April 2014, 352 pages)
Prix des Incorruptibles 2015-2016.
Prix Tatoulu 2016.
Prix Gulli 2014 for best novel.
Prix du roman contemporain de Poitiers.
Prix des Embouquineurs.
Prix des P’tits Bouquineurs en Seine.
English samples are available!
Ø

Themes close to teenagers’ hearts: school, parents, friendship and love

Ø

A skilfully drawn, fantastic parallel, which will allow readers to plunge into this crucial
historical period

Ø

Strong suspense right up to the end: what will happen to the boy in 1914?

Ø

This skilfully drawn, fantastic parallel, will allow readers to plunge into a crucial historical
period and to follow the story of a beautiful friendship.

Ø

Ideal themes for teenagers: school, parents, friendship and love.

Ø

Strong suspense right up to the end: what will happen to the boy in 1914?

Two teenagers exchange letters. One lives in 2014... the other in 1914.
A century lies between them... Adrien and Hadrien are two thirteen-year-old boys and they live only a
few kilometres from one another in northern France. They both have problems in school, at home, and with girls,
like most boys their age. There’s only one thing that sets them apart: Adrien lives in the year 2014, and Hadrien
in 1914.
But magic intervenes in their destinies and two mailboxes appear before their respective houses,
allowing them to exchange letters when they each believe that they are writing to a distant cousin.
Once they understand what is going on, Adrien realises he needs to warn Hadrien that the First World
War is about to break out and he must seek shelter at all costs.
Will Hadrien believe him? Will Adrien manage to save this boy who has become his closest friend
despite the century that separates them?
Silène Edgar teaches French and runs a website for middle school teachers. She is also the author of
several novels for middle-grade and young adult readers.
Paul Beorn vowed, when he was five, to become ‘the most exciting writer in the whole wide world’.
Since then, he committed to keep that promise and has already written several adult fantasy, YA and middlegrade novels which have earned him numerous awards.
Rights sold: Czech Republic (Albatros Media), Taïwan (Prunsoop), China (Eastern), Brazil, Lithuania
(Nieko Rimto), Latvia (Janis Roze). Korea (Prunsoop), Taiwan (Eastern).
“A moving and compelling tale of two lives separated by a hundred-year interval.”
"A well-deserved consecration" Téléloisirs

Daumas, Emma: SUPERNOVA
(Scrineo, April 2016, 210 pages)
Ø

No fake suspense in this story: the violent extinction of fame is planned from the very beginning.

Ø

We are dealing with the initiation of a teenager to the adult world in the most cynical and
exciting way. An accelerating formation that inevitably leads to the death of illusions.

This is the story of Annabelle, sixteen years old, a lovely singer from the country and her avatar- Bella born from her participation to Starcatcher, a famous TV show which helps teenagers to promptly become
famous.
Love and seduction, narcissism and self-respect are confusingly close. In such a world, how will
Annabelle succeed to find the path to true light, her inner light?
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In 2014, Emma Daumas met editor Jean-Paul Arif. He urged her to start writing a novel which would be
based on her personal experience of reality-tv.
SUPERNOVA comes from a long thought about the consequences and effect of what had been such a
disruption of her entire life.
In 2002, Emma Daumas participated in “la Star-Academy”, a music contest’s tv-show. Then, three
albums came out at Polydor. She also published a disk-book for children. She finally settled down in Provence
and started a family. In 2012, she starts writing new songs. She writes, performes and multiplies artistic’s
adventures as far as contemporary art.

Mel, Andoryss: L’ARCHITECTIVE (THE ARCHITECTIVE)
(Bragelonne, June 2016, 350 pages)
Ø

An investigation traveling through centuries in search of mysterious relics.

Ø

An original and fascinating power: the ability to see the soul of places.

Adventures, conspiracies, and a secret brotherhood, all against the backdrop of family, friendship, and
teenage stories. A cross between Sherlock Holmes and Darkest Powers by Kelley Armstrong.
Knowing the history and secrets of a house simply by entering it doesn’t make him weird... Or does it ?
Everyone can tell you that Armand, age fifteen, is like any other teenager. Clever, headstrong, and
perhaps a bit shy, but not weird. And yet, Armand has inherited a gift from his father. When he enters a house,
he can dive into the soul of the building, reading its memories, injuries, hidden rooms, and every last secret. The
walls remember, and they tell their story to those who know how to listen.
The life of an Architective is far from being restful, so between two investigations Armand tries to lead
a normal life at high school. But add to that an absentee father, a secret organization, and a suspicious new
classmate, and the worries have only just begun !
Armand has no choice. He is the only one able to find traces of the lost relics everyone covets. So to
hell with normal !
Andoryss Mel is a devoted fan of imaginary worlds that inspire her: Miyazaki, Clamp, Michael Ende,
Lewis Carroll and J.M. Barrie. She began her career writing scenarios for bande dessinée and has now published
several middle-grade and YA novels.

MIDDLE GRADE
Beorn, Paul: UN OGRE EN CAVALE (OGRE ON THE RUN)
(Bragelonne, March 2016, 288 pages)
Ø

An engaging main character in which numerous young girls can identify ; at the crossroad
between childhood and adolescence, torn between staying who she is and what society wants her
to be, unconfident about her feminity and physique and full of childhood dreams.

Ø

A novel which broaches subjects like the lack of self-confidence, bullying and first love.

Ø

A gripping race around the most iconic places of Paris : the cathedral of Notre Dame of Paris,
the Louvre Museum, the Place Vendome and the Galeries Lafayette.

Ø

A story which is likely to be developed in several volumes.

Being the last person on Earth to believe in magic is not particularly relaxing, Jeanne can't say
otherwise...
While she's at the hospital, in the coma, a rude, terrifying and extremely repugnant ogre slips into her
room, steals her heart and runs away, destroying everything in his path. Then, a man dressed as a musketeer and
a talking cat use her body as a gate to enter her world and go into search of the monster without thanking her or
even showing her any sign of gratitude. Jeanne's chances of survival are tiny, but staying at the hospital waiting
for her death is not an option. Despite the danger, this combative and determined girl enters an epic chase against
the ogre to get her heart back, at all costs. On this terrific adventure, she teams up with the cat, which appears to
be an attractive teenage boy able to shift shape. When she retrieves her heart, she can't hide her feelings for the
young man anymore and she leaves everything behind to follow him in his world.
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In this frantic race, Jeanne will make friends with a ghost princess, meet goblins with a strange hobbie,
fight against nougat gargoyles and prevent an evil Comtess to control Earth. UN OGRE EN CAVALE is a
thrilling novel, playing with references from the fantastic and adventure genres, comical situations and surprising
twists and turns.
Paul Beorn vowed once to become ‘the most exciting writer in the whole wide world’. With all the
solemnity a 5-year-old could manage. Since then, he committed to keep that promise and has already written
several adult fantasy, YA and middle-grade novels which have earned him numerous awards. He already
published 14-14 (rights sold in Lithuania) awarded by the Prix Gulli.

Edgar, Silène: LES LETTRES VOLÉES (STOLEN LETTERS)
(Bragelonne, May 2016, 300 pages)
Ø

A dive into the childhood of a famous character surrounded by major figures who have left their
mark on history.

Ø

Excerpts from the letters give rhythm to the narrative.

Ø

An exceptional and fascinating context : the famous château de Vaux-le-Vicomte and French
court life during the 17th century

Under the Sun King, one teenage girl’s search for identity in the merciless world of nobility
Françoise is the daughter of the famous Marquise de Sévigné, whose thinking and prose have enchanted
the French court. The young woman has been invited to her first dinner with nobles, where she must dazzle
everyone with both her vivacity and beauty. Intimidated by the idea of meeting Jean de la Fontaine and Madame
de La Fayette, the young girl commits a faux pas. Furious, her mother is prepared to instil in her once again all
the rules of morality and good manners. What rotten luck!
But when her mother’s cousin suggests that Françoise spend some time at the château of the famous
Fouquet, she is given the opportunity to make her start in the world. She will also learn that her perfect mother is
hiding a secret that must be kept under wraps at all costs. Navigating her way through malicious gossip,
scheming, and compliments with double meanings, the young Mademoiselle de Sévigné will lead an
investigation and find the traces of a compromising paper that might prove the existence of a liaison between her
mother and Fouquet... Could he be Françoise’s secret father?
Silène Edgar teaches French and runs a website for middle school teachers. She was awarded the Prix
Gulli 2014 for best novel, along with her accomplice Paul Beorn, for the middle-grade novel 14-14.

Plichota, Anne & Wolf, Cendrine: SUSAN HOPPER
v.1: the lost Perfum v.2: THE FORCES OF GHOST
(Editions XO, 2016, 320 pages)
Fantasy series in 2 volumes
Partial English translation of v.1 available
SUSAN HOPPER, a new cocktail dreamed up by these fantasy-loving authors: a unique and endearing
protagonist, a haunted mansion in Scotland, both zany and unsettling characters and...a mystery to solve!
After THE LOST PERFUM (elected best youth novel in 2013), here is the long awaited return of the
strange and loving heroine by Anne plichota and cendrine Wolf!
After spending years in a Scottish orphanage, Susan has finally found a family who loves her. But the
past quickly comes back to haunt her. To ward off this terrible curse, Susan must battle relentlessly against the
ghosts of her ancestors. Luckily, eliot, the Hopper’s son, Alfred, the crazy but tender-hearted grandfather and
even Helen, the woman of the lost scent, are at her side.
This second volume brings us to the end of the dark tale. Will we see the young orphan overcome her
past to finally become Susan Hopper, the person she hopes to be?
After studying the chinese language, Anne Plichota spent some time in Korea and worked in china. sha
had several jobs: chinese teacher, nurse’s aide, librarian... Cendrine Wolf studied sports and worked in the
socio-cultural environment. she loves illustrating. They live in strasbourg.
“Nightmares, curses, phantoms... You will devour the first volume of this dark tale with fear in your
stomach. A definite bestseller.” Elle
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“Brilliant, spirited, terrifying and full of emotion. we also recommend this young adult novel to parents
– the suspenseful narrative is so addictive.” Le Parisien
“They made you dream with Oksa Pollock and they’ll give you goose bumps with SUSAN HOPPER.”
Le Monde des ados

Plichota, Anne & Wolf, Cendrine: TUGDUAL – VOLUME 3 RETOUR À EDEFIA
Tugdual V.3 : La Terre des origins (Tugdual V.3: Battle for Earth)
(XO Editions, November 2015, 320 pages)
Series in 3 volumes
Already 60.000 copies sold of the series!
Ø

By the authors of Oksa Pollock

Ø

This time, Tugdual, Zoé and Mortimer are going to use all their powers to annihilate the
Conquerors.

Ø

The challenge? To save humanity…a thrilling finale.

Underground at the Denver airport, the Cobb’s, Tugdual, Zoé and Mortimer are received by Robert
Fowler, a great leader of the Order, who reveals a truth that has been concealed for over sixty years: some
governments are in direct contact with beings from another planet.
But these beings are divided. On one side, the brainy and brutal Conquerors who aim to colonize the
Earth in defiance of the humans; on the other side, the Cooperators, who wish to return to their planet after
regaining the faculties they have lost.
In this fight to the death, Tugudal, Zoé and Mortimer have the power to tip the scales in favor of the
Cooperators…
They thus engage in a merciless fight to annihilate the Conquerors. Once Oksa joins them they will do
anything to deliver a fatal blow to those who wanted to jeopardize the Earth and Edefia…

Jacq, Christian: SETNA T1-4 à JE T’ENVOIE LE T3. TU AS NORMALEMENT DÉJÀ
LES T1.2
V.1: THE CURSED TOMB (LA TOMBE MAUDITE)
(XO, November 6, 2014, 288 pages)
Partial English translation available
Hidden in its cursed tomb, Osiris’ vase, the most precious of treasures that holds the secret of life and
death, is deemed inaccessible. A black mage has nonetheless stolen it and plans to use it as a powerful weapon
against Ramses the Great and establish the Kingdom of Darkness. Setna, who is none other than Ramses the
Great’s youngest son, is a brilliant magician. He will have to find the famous vase and stop the black mage, with
the help of Sekhet who he happens to be madly in love with.

V. 2: THE FORBIDDEN BOOK (LE LIVRE INTERDIT)
(XO, January 29, 2015 288 pages)
An intricate web in the court of Ramses II. Will love be strong enough to foil the evil plot?
Prince Setna must go to the capital to interrogate his father about the disappearance of Osiris’ sealed
vase, which contains the secret of life and death. But the path to its recovery is riddled with danger and there is
no guarantee that the Pharaoh will accept to tell him the truth. Setna nonetheless has a mission to accomplish:
obtain the forbidden Book of Thot, which is the only way to stop the thief, a black mage with fatal designs.
At the same time, Setna’s fiancé Sekhet has been in hiding ever since her father made a terrible
revelation to her and has since wanted to kill her. Undercover at a farmer’s home, she will once again be forced
to flee to escape her executioners.
Will Sekhet be able to transmit the terrible secret she holds to Setna? All the while the black mage is
making his way down the path of evil…
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V.3: THE SOUL THIEF (LE VOLEUR D’ÂMES)
(Editins XO, April 23, 2015)
Danger in the Court of Ramses II
Prince Setna has just escaped from the river where the Gods had thrown him for having stolen the
Forbidden Book. While all believe he is dead, Setna makes his way towards the sacred city of the Cat-Goddess
where he hopes to find the vase of Osiris, without which he cannot stop the black mage.
Meanwhile Sekhet is hiding in the temple of the Lion Goddess, the patron saint of physicians. She is
aware that time is running out and that they must fight together against the Darkness. Nonetheless, and in spite of
all warnings, she stays within reach of the black mage, her father, who, with the help of his Syrian network, is
preparing a vast offensive against Ramses.
Separated and distraught, how can Setna and Sekhet continue to fight against the relentless progress of
the mage?

V.4: CLASH OF THE MAGI (LE DUEL DES MAGES)
(XO, To be published May 21, 2015
An explosive ending
After many trials and tribulations Setna and Seket are finally reunited. Together they will be on equal
grounds in their fight against Evil and the dreaded black mage Kekou. But Kekou has hidden the vase of Osiris
in a place as unexpected as it is inaccessible. He knows the danger that the union of the prince and his own
daughter represents: Kekou will do anything to destroy this hope and thwart their reunion…
In this staggering final, Setna must fight his last combat against Kekou.
Will Kekou’s devilry prevent Setna from finally uniting with Seket? More than ever Setna and Seket
will have to use all their powers, because if the mage is able to transform Osiris’ vase into a weapon of
destruction, all will be lost.
A breathtaking combat where cunning, intelligence and magic clash.
Rights sold: Planeta (Spain), Euromedia (Czech Republic)
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