
Lester Agency / Spring 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue 

 1 

 

 

LESTER LITERARY AGENCY 

Eastern and Central Europe 
representation 

PRESENTS 

SPRING 2016 

 

 

 

NON-
FICTION 

 

 

 

  

08 Fall	



 

 2 

Table of Contents 

HIGHLIGHTS	&	BEST-SELLERS	........................................................	5	
Michel	Eltchaninoff	.......................................................................................................	5	
LES	NOUVEAUX	DISSIDENTS	..................................................................................	5	

Luc	Ferry	...........................................................................................................................	6	
LA	RÉVOLUTION	TRANSHUMANISTE	.................................................................	6	

Cyril	Dion	..........................................................................................................................	7	
DEMAIN.	UN	NOUVEAU	MONDE	EN	MARCHE	.................................................	7	

Diane	Ducret	....................................................................................................................	8	
LADY	SCARFACE	............................................................................................................	8	

Juan	Martin	Guevara	&	Armelle	Vincent	.............................................................	9	
MON	FRÈRE,	LE	CHE	...................................................................................................	9	

Jean-Marie	Roughol	...................................................................................................	10	
JE	TAPE	LA	MANCHE	................................................................................................	10	

Philippe-Joseph	Salazar	...........................................................................................	11	
PAROLES	ARMÉES	.....................................................................................................	11	

Michel	Vergé-Franceschi	&	Anna	Moretti	........................................................	12	
UNE	HISTOIRE	ÉROTIQUE	DE	VERSAILLES	..................................................	12	

Aïchatou	&	Mina	Kaci	................................................................................................	13	
ENLEVÉE	PAR	BOKO	HARAM	...............................................................................	13	

Ed.	Jean	Lopez	and	Olivier	Wieviorka	...............................................................	14	
LES	MYTHES	DE	LA	2de	GUERRE	MONDIALE	................................................	14	

SOCIETY,	POLITICS,	ECONOMY	....................................................	15	
Alain	Badiou	.................................................................................................................	15	
NOTRE	MAL	VIENT	DE	PLUS	LOIN	....................................................................	15	

Alain	Badiou	.................................................................................................................	16	
LA	VRAIE	VIE	...............................................................................................................	16	

Marc	Dugain	&	Christophe	Labbé	........................................................................	17	
L’HOMME	NU	...............................................................................................................	17	
LE	LIVRE	NOIR	DE	LA	RÉVOLUTION	NUMÉRIQUE	....................................	17	

Camille	Emmanuelle	.................................................................................................	18	
SEXPOWERMENT	......................................................................................................	18	

Clément	Finet	...............................................................................................................	18	
VRAIES	PASSIONS,	VRAIS	TALENTS	..................................................................	18	

Jean-Jacques	Marie	....................................................................................................	19	

LA	RUSSIE	SOUS	POUTINE	.....................................................................................	19	
AU	PAYS	DES	FAUX-SEMBLANTS	........................................................................	19	

Laurent	Moisson	..........................................................................................................	20	
NAPOLÉON,	HANNIBAL…CE	QU'ILS	AURAIENT	FAIT	DU	DIGITAL	-	
LES	GRANDS	HOMMES	FACE	AUX	GRANDS	CHANGEMENTS	.................	20	

Arnold	Munnich	...........................................................................................................	21	
PROGRAMMÉ	MAIS	LIBRE	......................................................................................	21	

Soon	Soon	Soon	...........................................................................................................	22	
100	INNOVATIONS	QUI	VONT	CHANGER	VOTRE	VIE	................................	22	

Wassim	Nasr	.................................................................................................................	23	
L’ÉTAT	ISLAMIQUE	....................................................................................................	23	

HISTORY	&	CIVILIZATION	............................................................	24	
Sébastien	Albertelli	....................................................................................................	24	
UNE	HISTOIRE	DU	SABOTAGE	.............................................................................	24	

Brigadier	Ben	Barry,	Foreword	By	Martin	Bell	.............................................	25	
THE	ROAD	FROM	SARAJEVO	.................................................................................	25	

Alain	Decaux	.................................................................................................................	26	
C’ÉTAIT	LE	XXE	SIÈCLE	............................................................................................	26	

Sébastien	Morlet	.........................................................................................................	27	
LES	CHRÉTIENS	ET	LA	CULTURE	.......................................................................	27	

Renaud	de	Spens	.........................................................................................................	28	
LEÇONS	POUR	APPRENDRE	LES	.........................................................................	28	
HIÉROGLYPHES	ÉGYPTIENS	.................................................................................	28	

Alain	Frèrejean	............................................................................................................	29	
TROTSKY	CONTRE	STALINE	..................................................................................	29	

Patrice	Gueniffey	&	Thierry	Lentz	(dir.)	...........................................................	30	
LA	FIN	DES	EMPIRES	................................................................................................	30	

Agnes	Grunwald-Spier	..............................................................................................	31	
Who	Betrayed	the	Jews?		.........................................................................................	31	

Jean	Sévillia	&	Jean-Christophe	Buisson	...........................................................	32	
LES	DERNIERS	JOURS	DES	REINES	....................................................................	32	

Peter	Street	....................................................................................................................	33	
Animals	in	the	First	World	War	1914–1918	..................................................	33	

CINÉMA	.....................................................................................	34	
Olivier	Loubes	..............................................................................................................	34	



Lester Agency / Spring 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue 

 3 

CANNES	1939.	LE	FESTIVAL	QUI	N’A	PAS	EU	LIEU	...................................	34	
Olivier	Cotte	..................................................................................................................	35	
100	ANS	DE	CINÉMA	D’ANIMATION	.................................................................	35	

Laurent	Jullier	..............................................................................................................	35	
STAR	WARS,	ANATOMIE	D’UNE	SAGA	..............................................................	35	

BIOGRAPHY	&	CORRESPONDANCE	.............................................	36	
Daniel	Ichbiah	..............................................................................................................	36	
STEVE	JOBS	:	QUATRE	VIES	..................................................................................	36	

Max	Schiavon	................................................................................................................	37	
MUSSOLINI	...................................................................................................................	37	

CULTURAL	ESSAYS	......................................................................	38	
André	Castelot	.............................................................................................................	38	
L’HISTOIRE	À	TABLE	................................................................................................	38	

Antoine	Compagnon	..................................................................................................	39	
UN	ÉTÉ	AVEC	MONTAIGNE	...................................................................................	39	

Laura	El	Makki,	&	co	..................................................................................................	40	
UN	ÉTÉ	AVEC	PROUST	.............................................................................................	40	

Antoine	de	Baecque	...................................................................................................	41	
UNE	HISTOIRE	DE	LA	MARCHE	...........................................................................	41	

Marc	Jimenez	................................................................................................................	42	
ART	ET	TECHNOSCIENCE	......................................................................................	42	

Jean-Paul	Kauffmann	................................................................................................	43	
OUTRE-TERRE	.............................................................................................................	43	

Dominique	Moisi	.........................................................................................................	44	
LA	GÉOPOLITIQUE	DES	SÉRIES	OU	LE	TRIOMPHE	DE	LA	PEUR	.........	44	

Bernard	Moinier	&	Olivier	Weller	.......................................................................	45	
LE	SEL	DANS	L’ANTIQUITÉ	OU	LES	CRISTAUX	D’APHRODITE	.............	45	

INVESTIGATIONS	/	TRUE	STORIES	/	MEMOIRS	............................	46	
Benedetta	Blancato	....................................................................................................	46	
ENFER	FASHION	........................................................................................................	46	

Victoire	Maçon	Dauxerre	........................................................................................	47	
JAMAIS	ASSEZ	MAIGRE	............................................................................................	47	

Caroline	Boudet	...........................................................................................................	48	
LA	VIE	RÉSERVE	DES	SURPRISES	......................................................................	48	

Élisabeth	Brousse	.......................................................................................................	48	

DANCEFLOOR	THÉRAPIE	.......................................................................................	48	
Nora	Fraisse	..................................................................................................................	49	
MARION,	13	ANS	POUR	TOUJOURS	.....................................................................	49	

Morgane	Seliman	........................................................................................................	50	
L’AMOUR	MIS	À	MORT	.............................................................................................	50	

SCIENCES	...................................................................................	51	
Vincent	Boqueho	.........................................................................................................	51	
TOUTE	LA	PHYSIQUE	À	PORTÉE	DE	MAIN	.....................................................	51	

Alain	R.	Meunier	&	Abderrazak	El	Albani,	&	Roberto	Macchiarelli	......	51	
AUX	ORIGINES	DE	LA	VIE.	UNE	NOUVELLE	HISTOIRE	DE	
L’ÉVOLUTION	...............................................................................................................	51	

Pierre	Binetruy	............................................................................................................	52	
À	LA	POURSUITE	DES	ONDES	GRAVITATIONNELLES	...............................	52	

Aurélien	Barrau	...........................................................................................................	52	
BIG	BANG	ET	AU-DELÀ.	...........................................................................................	52	
LES	NOUVEAUX	HORIZONS	DE	L’UNIVERS	....................................................	52	

Jean-Pierre	Mégnin	....................................................................................................	53	
LA	FAUNE	DES	CADAVRES	.....................................................................................	53	
APPLICATION	DE	L'ENTOMOLOGIE	À	LA	MÉDECINE	LÉGALE	.............	53	

GASTRONOMY	&	LIFESTYLE	........................................................	54	
Nicolas	De	Barry	..........................................................................................................	54	
101	PARFUMS	A	DECOUVRIR	................................................................................	54	

Raphaël	Haumont	.......................................................................................................	55	
LE	PETIT	CHIMISTE	(GOURMAND)	EN	CUISINE	..........................................	55	

Alexandre	Vingtier	.....................................................................................................	56	
120	RHUMS.	LES	CLASSIQUES,	LES	ÉTOILES	MONTANTES	ET	LES	
PERLES	RARES	.............................................................................................................	56	

Valentine	Tibère	..........................................................................................................	57	
101	CHOCOLATS	À	DÉCOUVRIR	...........................................................................	57	

PHILOSOPHY	&	RELIGION	&	SPIRITUAL	LIFE	...............................	58	
Commentaries	by	Jacques	Trémolet	de	Villers	..............................................	58	
JEANNE	D’ARC,	LE	PROCÈS	DE	ROUEN	............................................................	58	

Serge	Lafitte	..................................................................................................................	59	
LA	BIBLE	ET	LE	CORAN	...........................................................................................	59	

Bernard	Lecomte	........................................................................................................	60	



 

 4 

DICTIONNAIRE	AMOUREUX	DU	PAPE	.............................................................	60	
François	Vayne	............................................................................................................	61	
MERCI	FRANÇOIS	.......................................................................................................	61	

Claire	Marie	...................................................................................................................	62	
COMMENT	JE	SUIS	DEVENUE	CHAMANE	.......................................................	62	

PSYCHOLOGY	&	MEDECINE	&	SELF-HELP	....................................	63	
Jacques	de	Coulon	&	Micheline	Flak	...................................................................	63	
LE	MANUEL	DU	YOGA	A	L’ÉCOLE.	......................................................................	63	
DES	ENFANTS	QUI	RÉUSSISSENT	......................................................................	63	

Professeur	Hugues	Duffau	......................................................................................	64	
L’ERREUR	DE	BROCA	...............................................................................................	64	

Frédéric	Lenoir	............................................................................................................	65	
LA	PUISSANCE	DE	LA	JOIE	.....................................................................................	65	

Aymeric	Patricot	.........................................................................................................	66	
LES	VIES	ENCHANTÉES	..........................................................................................	66	
ENQUÊTE	SUR	LE	BONHEUR	...............................................................................	66	
(Enchanted	Lives,	Investigating	Happiness)	..................................................	66	

ILLUSTRATED	..............................................................................	67	
Florence	Besson,	Eva	Amor	&	Claire	Steilein	.................................................	67	
Illustrations	by	Sophie	Griotto	.............................................................................	67	
L’AMOUR	À	LA	PARISIENNE	.................................................................................	67	

Nicolas	Jacquet	............................................................................................................	68	
ET	LOUIS	XIV	RÊVA...	VERSAILLES	.....................................................................	68	

 

	 	



Lester Agency / Spring 2016 / Non Fiction Catalogue 

 5 

HIGHLIGHTS	&	BEST-SELLERS		

Michel Eltchaninoff 
LES NOUVEAUX DISSIDENTS 

(The New Dissidents) 
Stock, March 2016, 288 pages 

 

◊ Rights under option in Germany, Greece, Norway, Poland 
and Spain. 

◊ Whether living under dictatorial regimes or in corrupt 
states, these individuals create or rediscover original forms 
of expression. A far cry from the contemporary scourge of 
extreme-right false dissidents, and from western lethargy, 
they have decided to do something they can be proud of 
with their lives. 

Forty years ago they were all anyone talked about. They made the 
headlines when they were sent to prison or exchanged halfway across a 
bridge. Then the Communist camp changed dramatically, and dissidents 
almost completely disappeared, swept aside by nations and former 
apparatchiks converted to democracy. 

Dissidents have been reappearing all over the place for a few years. Like their 
predecessors, they refuse to engage in armed conflict. They have no political 

ambitions, their aims are primarily ethical. Disgusted by what they see, they 
simply decide to react. Michel Eltchaninoff went to meet them, on their home 
territory. In Teheran, where a young woman who fiercely opposes the enforced 
wearing of veils shoots a video clip on a rooftop, showing her dancing bare-
headed with a group of boys. In Belarus, where rebels set up reviews and art 
galleries to survive under the yoke of dictatorship. In India where the Dalai 
Lama’s successor, the 17th Karmapa, has taken refuge and is trying to give 
some hope to the fast disappearing Tibetan people. 

Michel Eltchaninoff is a doctor of philosophy and has the prestigious 
agrégation teaching qualification. He is editor-in- chief of Philosophie Magazine, and his 
most notable books are DOSTOÏEVSKI. LE ROMAN DU CORPS (éditions Jérôme 
Millon, 2013) and DANS LA TÊTE DE VLADIMIR POUTINE (Solin/Actes Sud, 
2015; 14,000 copies, winner of the Prix de la Revue des deux mondes). 
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Luc Ferry 
LA RÉVOLUTION TRANSHUMANISTE 

(The Transhumanism Revolution) 
Plon, April 2016, 216 pages 

 

◊ Truly impressive research coupled with ethical and 
pragmatic reflections that go beyond the divisions between 
“bio-progressives” and “bio-conservatives”. 

◊ Luc Ferry issues a warning about the hegemony of the 
huge American firms known as GAFA – Google, Apple, 
Facebook, Amazon, et al. – who bait us with promises of 
autonomy and privacy, the better to spy on us, keep tabs on 
us and sell us. 

◊ The philosopher calls for a general raising of awareness as 
well as for stronger political regulation in Europe while 
there’s still time.  

Europe is only now starting to become aware of a phenomenon that has 
been taking place for over 15 years in the USA: trans-humanism, an 
ideology based on the idea of urging medicine and technology to find ways 
to improve humans, to the point of preparing a post-humanism. 

How biotechnology, collaborative economy and the uberisation of the world 
will revolutionize our lives 

Enabling the reader to understand and become aware of the exact nature of the 
economic, scientific and medical revolutions currently underway, as well as the 
ethical, spiritual and metaphysical changes that these new technologies entail: 
this is the book’s purpose. 

The transhumanist revolution is not science fiction: biotechnology is already 
able to modify our species in a potentially irreversible way, as it has done for 
many years to “GMO” corn, rice and wheat. In this context, a new ideology has 
developed in the United States, with its prophets and experts, named 
“transhumanism”. It is a powerful movement supported by companies such as 
Google, and it has its own research centers, as prestigious as they are financially 
successful. 

The same is true of the new technologies – nanotechnology, processing of “big 
data” circulating on the Internet, biotechnology, robotics and artificial 
intelligence. Regarding this revolution, our watchword must be “regulation”, in 
order to set limits that are intelligent and judicious, if we can. These 
technologies have two characteristics that allow them to easily evade ordinary 
democratic processes: they develop at breakneck speed and understanding them 
is extremely difficult, mastering them even more so. Not only is the scientific 
and theoretical knowledge required to grasp them far beyond the limited reach 
of political and public opinion, but the economic power behind them is huge, 
not to say excessive. 

Philosopher, former Minister of Education, Luc Ferry is the author of 
numerous bestsellers, including (published by Plon) APPRENDRE À VIVRE 
(Learning to Live), 2006; LA SAGESSE DES MYTHES (The wisdom of myths), 2008; 
LA RÉVOLUTION DE L’AMOUR (The revolution of love), 2010; and 
L’INNOVATION DESTRUCTRICE (Destructive innovation), 2014, more than 
20.000 copies sold! and rights sold to: J’ai lu (french paperback), Munhakdongne 
(Korea), Editorial Objetiva (Brazil). 
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Cyril Dion 
DEMAIN. UN NOUVEAU MONDE EN MARCHE 

(Tomorrow. A New World in the Making) 
Actes Sud, November 2015, 30 colour illustrations, 240 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Korea (Hanulim). 

◊ Over 30,000 copies sold! 

◊ In the bestseller’s list! 

◊ The film Demain, codirected by Cyril Dion and Mélanie 
Laurent, was released in France and in many countries. 

◊ The film was awarded the César for best documentary and 
800,000 viewers. 

◊ The film is aimed at the general public, in France, Europe 
and around the world.  

◊ The examples it offers might be familiar to many of the 
people involved with these issues, but most people still 
need to find out about them! Above all, its great originality 
is that it lines them up side-by-side like a system, showing 
that they already constitute a comprehensive model of 
society. 

Cyril Dion runs the NGO Colibris set up by Pierre Rabhi, and in 2012 he 
came across a study which claimed whole swathes of humankind could die 
before 2100.  

This news should have been in all the headlines but was given only half-hearted 
coverage... so Cyril Dion has changed strategies: instead of amplifying the 
chorus of disasters facing the human race, he has opted to depict a salutary 
vision of what the future could be. With the actor and director Mélanie Laurent 
he travelled through ten countries to see what our world might look like 
tomorrow if we implemented a combination of the best solutions already 
devised for agriculture, energy, economics, education and democracy. This 
journey culminated in this book and the film Demain. A new socio-economic 
project... 

Cyril Dion cofounded the Colibris movement with Pierre Rabhi. He is editorial 
director of the magazine Kaizen and edits the “Domaine du possible” series for Actes 
Sud. 
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Diane Ducret  

LADY SCARFACE 
Perrin, April 2016 

 

◊ Currently under option in Bulgaria, Croatia, Poland, 
Czech Republic, Slovakia and Lithuania. 

◊ FEMMES DE DICTATEUR: over 600 000 copies sold 
worldwide with foreign rights sold in 23 countries! 

“These dames can kill with more than just their looks”. Discover the 
women of the Mafia underworld: wives, mistresses and gangsters in their 
own right!” 

From the Chicago brothels to Hollywood, they are called Ada and Mina 
Everleigh, “The Empresses of Vice”; Mary Margaret Collins, “the ‘Kiss of 
Death’ girl”; Louise Rolfe “the Blonde alibi”; Thelma Todd, and Virginia Hill: 
they are the companions of fortune and misfortune , of whisky, drugs and Al 
Capone’s interminable parties, of Bugsy Siegel and Lucky Luciano. Pursued by 
FBI head J. Edgar Hoover and Elliott Ness, they are the muses of the 
Prohibition. Runaways, rebels, free spirits, they have chosen to be “Lady 
Scarface”, in life and in death. 

Excerpt: � “28 February 1938. The photographers crowd in, jostling each other 
against the opaque windows of the sedan that stops right in front of the pier. A 
blonde woman with wavy hair pulls up the collar of her fur coat, tugs on her 
leather gloves and tries to hide her face. But it’s impossible to hide when you’re 

the wife of the most notorious gangster in the country, Public Enemy No. 1. 
She extricates a nude leg from the car, her black-heeled pumps dashing by the 
flashes and questions of the reporters. No comment, she doesn’t talk. You never 
talk when you’re the wife of a Mafioso. .... �Mae Capone, the most mysterious 
and secretive of the Mob women, is the heir of a saga that commenced 3 
decades earlier, when women, at the start of the 20th century, began a 
revolution by taking part in shady activities, and decided to take power in the 
illicit milieu, with or against the men.” 

A former student of the prestigious École Normale Supérieure and of the 
Sorbonne, historian, philosopher, and journalist, Diane Ducret is the author the 
bestselling titles FEMMES DE DICTATEUR I & II (Perrin, 2011, 2012) and 
CORPUS EQUI (Perrin, 2013). She has presented the Forum de l’histoire on the History 
channel and produced documentaries for the programme «Des Racines et des Ailes» on 
French television. Her most recent title is LA CHAIR INTERDITE (Albin Michel, 
2014) 
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Juan Martin Guevara & Armelle Vincent 
MON FRÈRE, LE CHE  

(Che, My Brother) 
Calmann Levy, April 2016 300 pages 

 
◊ We do not handle Polish rights! 

◊ Offer from Russia! 

◊ In an unprecedented biography, we are invited into the 
Guevara family fold.  

◊ An intimate and immersive account that reads like a novel. 

◊ Juan Martin shows an incredible optimism by keeping 
alive his brother’s belief in a better world  

◊ Armelle Vincent’s journalist writing is both discreet 
enough to forget that we are reading an account yet her 
writing brings strength and depth to the testimony.  

◊ This book has a photographic section. 

Juan Martin Guevara is Ernesto “Che” Guevara’s youngest brother, fifteen 
years his junior. At the time of Che’s death in the Bolivian maquis on 
October 9th, 1967, he and his siblings formed an unspoken agreement 
never to share memories of their deceased brother outside of the Guevara 
family clan. For nearly half a century, Juan Martin has maintained the 
silence, though faithfully dogged by his brother’s shadow from Buenos 
Aires, where he lives, to Havana, where he has made regular visits since 

1959. Juan Martin today feels bound to speak out, to “share what he 
knows of his brother” before it is too late. 

We discover a close-knit and bohemian clan of five siblings, raised by a couple 
of eccentric and upper middle-class Argentinians, Ernesto Guevara and Celia 
de La Serna. Guevara senior is portrayed as a colorful character, a quirky man 
of various professions, minus the qualifications, who, in theory, did not share 
his son’s revolutionary ideas. Guevara’s mother is seen as a capable and 
courageous woman, a Francophile and a fervent admirer of guerilla warfare. 
Arrested in April 1963, after a six months stay in Cuba, Europe and Brazil, she 
would be the family’s first political prisoner.  

Juan Martin describes Ernesto’s relationships with his siblings and parents 
alike, showing how, each in its own way, would contribute to the Comandante’s 
emotional and political awakening. We discover Che, the caring, protective and 
darkly humorous elder brother ever ready to play tricks and to go on jaunts, 
and Che the political leader during a crisis, in Cuba, in 1959, when Juan 
Martin spent two months at his brother’s side. And of course there is Che the 
idealist, the impromptu vagabond and the explorer, drifting with the wind in 
search of adventure. 

Juan Martin also gives us the story of his own political struggles during the 
Years of Lead in Argentina, including eight years spent in prison for his po- 
litical activities and his relationship to Che. He also tells of Che’s children, 
living in the shadow of their father, the myth, and sheds light on Cuba today 
and, in particular, the political and spiritual heritage of el Che. 

Juan Martin Guevara is 71 and lives in Mataderos, a working-class 
neighborhood of Buenos Aires. He spent eight years in prison, condemned by the 
military junta for his association with the Frente Antiimperialista y por el Socialismo and 
his relationship to Che. He recently founded the non-profit organization «Por las huellas 
del Che» (In the Footsteps of Che). 

 
Armelle Vincent is a journalist based in Los Angeles. She writes for the Point 

and Figaro. Her close acquaintance with Che Guevara’s youngest brother dates from 
July 2007, when she traveled to Buenos Aires for the French magazine L’Amateur de 
cigare to interview Juan Martin Guevara, who was importing Havana cigars at the time. 
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Jean-Marie Roughol 
JE TAPE LA MANCHE 

(My Life As A Panhandler: A Life on the Street) 
Calmann Levy, December 2015, 176 pages 

 
◊ We do not handle Polish rights! 

◊ Rights sold in the Czech Republic (Omega Dobrovsky), 
China (Come Together Press/Walkers Cultural Enterprise 
Ltd), and Korea (Purun Communication Co). 

◊ 50,000 copies have already been sold in France and press 
reviews are substantial, including in English speaking 
newspapers quoting "From the pen of a French beggar, a 
bestseller is born". 

A homeless man's uplifting memoirs about his 27 years begging on the 
streets of Paris that earned him a cult status. 

Jean-Marie Roughol started scribbling down his life story two years ago in 
school exercise books while he sat on park benches. The book details the 
author’s decades on the streets as well as his personal philosophies and bevy 
anecdotes, featuring some of the characters he’s encountered, including former 
French interior minister Jean-Louis Debre. 

Jean-Marie Roughol wants to help changing people’s perception of what it 
means to be homeless. 

He was helped with editing and writing by former French interior minister 
Jean-Louis Debre, who got to know him after Roughol offered to look after his 
bicycle for him while he did some shopping on the Champs-Élysées. In the book 
Roughol tells how their friendship was cemented when a couple who saw them 
chatting, said, "Look, it's Debre with a hobo." 

Roughol says he was abandoned by his mother when he was a small child and 
brought up by his alcoholic father. He ended up on the streets after he lost his 
job as a waiter in his early twenties. Roughol says he hopes the book might help 
change the way homeless people are viewed. "People who have read it say they 
look differently at us now." Not everyone is praised in the book, though. 
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Philippe-Joseph Salazar 
PAROLES ARMÉES 

(Words As Weapons -  

Understanding and Fighting Terrorist Propaganda) 
Lemieux, September 2015, 264 pages 

  
◊ Rights sold to Random House/Pantheon (Germany), 

Bompiani (Italy) and Anagrama (Spain) and Yale UP 
(US/English). � 

◊ This essay gives a thorough analysis of the situation in 
order to better deconstruct the communication 
implemented by IS and Salafi Jihadism. 

◊ Salazar bases his argument on new and detailed documents 
and illustrated his words with concrete examples. 

This essay helps better understand what makes terrorist propaganda so 
efficient and convincing, and it has won Prix Bristol des Lumières 2015 on 
12 November 2015. The Prix Bristol des Lumières is a prestigious prize 
whose motto is "Comprendre son temps et défendre les idées" ("To 
Understand One's Time and to Defend Ideas"). Its jury includes 
enlightened personalities such as Jacques Attali or Malek Chebel. 

This is an accessible study of the patterns of persuasion used by the Islamic 
state. Salazar offers a chance to understand the language of the new Caliphate, 

and goes beyond the rhetorical study by providing insights on history, politics 
and opposite conceptions of war. 

Salazar's essay has made a mark on the public debate about the Paris attacks: 
"After two weeks of overflowing emotions, sentiments and solidarity, the sharp 
and clear voice of Philippe-Joseph Salazar has recently pierced the clatter of 
24-hour news culture and the fog of war. His views are the sharpest and most 
thought-provoking I have read in a long time on the subject. (...) Salazar offers 
frightful and at times unbearable clarity." The Guardian. 

“I have a sound knowledge of the Arabic rhetorical tradition… and I began to 
see just how misplaced the sarcasm and derision was. I thought, even if this is 
the enemy, let us not deride it… we must take it seriously.” Ph-J. Salazar. 

Philippe-Joseph Salazar (1955) is a French rhetorician and philosopher. 
Former Programme Director at the Collège international de philosophie, he has been 
teaching rhetoric since 1995 at the University of Cape Town as Distinguished Professor 
of Rhetoric. He has written numerous essays, such as MAHOMET (Klincksieck, 
2005), L’HYPERPOLITIQUE (Klincksieck, 2009) and PAROLES DE 
LEADERS (François Bourin Éditeur, 2011). He was born in Marocco and speaks 
fluent French, English and German. 

 
“An accurate, richly documented work that deconstructs the new challenges 
of the argumentative power of jihadism, highlighting collective and 
institutional weaknesses in the evaluation of violent persuasion strategies.” 
— Cape Argus, South Africa 

“In this essay, the author deciphers the power of argumentation and mass 
persuasion in which the jihadists engage. Because, in order to fight terrorist 
propaganda, one must first understand it.” — Iveris  

“In a remarkable essay, Salazar explains the power of jihadist propaganda 
and encourage us assimilate their language and their codes not to be 
disarmed.” — Valeurs actuelles 

“This philosopher and rhetorician deems that western governments make 
numerous mistakes in the fight against jihadists: the first, but not the least 
important one, by misreading the propagandist discourse and not 
understanding how it can seduce the youth in lack of adventures.” — La 
Cité 
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Michel Vergé-Franceschi & Anna Moretti 
UNE HISTOIRE ÉROTIQUE DE VERSAILLES 

(Erotic History Of Versailles 1161-1789) 
Payot, May 2015, 342 pages 

 
 

◊ Rights sold in Netherlands (Athenaeum), Spain (Siruela), 
Romania (Polirom) and Czech Republic (CPress/Albatros) 

◊ An erotic history of the Kings of France, i.e. the sex lives of 
Louis XIV, XV and XIV, with the gardens and château 
of Versailles for a stunning setting. 

◊ A highly original book with broad appeal, thanks to the 
complementary voices of two established authors. 

The appealing combination of historical accuracy thanks to rigorous 
research and the entertainment value of imagined restitutions of bawdy 
goings-on. 

An erotic history of kings Louis XIV, Louis XV and Louis XVI in Versailles. 
An original book that combines scientific and historical accuracy with 
deliberate sauciness. 

“This book offers an original and seducing view of Versailles, from a indeit 
and coquin perspective.” — Historia 
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Aïchatou & Mina Kaci 
ENLEVÉE PAR BOKO HARAM  

(Kidnapped By Boko Haram) 

Michel Lafon, January 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ The moving testimony of a young woman from Nigeria 
who with incredible willpower managed to escape Boko 
Haram after being forcibly married to one of its members. 

◊ A chilling story about life in the territories dominated by 
Islamic terrorist groups. 

◊ With a fascinating analysis of the journalist Mina Kaci and 
a moving tribute by Monique Clesca, Representative of the 
United Nations Fund. 

◊ There is a battle to be fought in rehabilitating these young 
women and defeating hostage-taking. Since her return, 
Aïchatou started an educational establishment in Niamey 
and dreams of becoming a “great intellectual” 

In April 2014, the extremist group Boko Haram erupted into the media 
headlights when it kidnapped 276 schoolgirls. A brilliant year 9 student, 
Aïchatou followed Boko Haram’s crimes on the Internet: “I saw the video 
where they showed the kidnapped schoolgirls of Chibok. I said to myself I 
was certain to suffer the same fate.”  

On 24 November 2014, her life fell apart when the fundamentalists seized 
Damask, her home town in North-East Nigeria. At 9 a.m.,shots rang out. 
Aïchatou’s mother hurried to her daughter’s school, knowing that the soldiers 
were there to take the young, pretty students. They both took shelter with her 
sister and brother-in-law, the latter considered one of the sages of the village. 
The gamble paid off and the two women were safe for the night. They had to 
escape and try to reach Niger – but one by one they were caught in an ambush 
during which Boko Haram captured 400 women and children in Damask. 

In this book Aïchatou recounts how she was taken by the fundamentalists to a 
house where, with forty other young girls, they made them wear clothing more 
“fitting” to Islam, engage in intense study of the Koran and do housework. The 
girls endured this regime for three weeks until the day they were delivered over 
to their respective “husbands”. Aïchatou’s spouse was as old as her father. She 
had left one prison for another. Aïchatou had made herself follow the rules 
meekly so as to avoid all trouble but inside herself she refused to submit. Her 
compliance earned her a few minutes freedom in which she went for a walk 
with four of her friends – an opportunity to flee, cross the border into Niger and 
return to her family, who had previously escaped there. 

Aïchatou is Nigerian and she is 14 years old. At the end of 2014, she was held 
prisoner for 45 days by the extremist group Boko Haram, married by force and raped. 
Mina Kaci is a journalist for L’Humanité. 

« L’adolescente qui témoigne sous couvert d’anonymat n’est pas la première 
à raconter son calvaire. Mais le dialogue qu’elle a pu nouer avec la 
journaliste Mina Kaci, présente plusieurs semaines avec elle à Niamey où 
elle a trouvé refuge, permet d’entrer dans le récit intime d’une victime de 
Boko Haram. » —Le Monde 

« Assiatou a choisi de raconter son histoire pour se délester de sa douleur et 
de ses angoisses. » — Jeune Afrique 
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Ed. Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka  
LES MYTHES DE LA 2de GUERRE MONDIALE 

(The Myths of World War II) 
Perrin, September 2015, 448 pages 

◊ Rights sold in Poland (Wydawnictwo Poznańskie), Czech 
Republic (Brana) and Latin America (El Ateneo). 

◊ A rigorously accurate book that is also very reader-
friendly; tremendous attention was paid to making it 
perfect for non-specialists who want to learn more 

◊ A surprising book that reviews 23 myths about World War 
II, proving them to be inaccurate clichés. 

◊ Fifteen respected historians have worked together to 
transmit the most recent historiographic discoveries to a 
broad reading public. 

Twenty-one myths about World War II are explained and deconstructed by 
a group of historians and the editorial team of the magazine Guerres et 
Histoire, led by Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka. 

The history of World War II seems familiar; yet in reality it is built largely on a 
number of misconceptions and myths that die hard among the general public. 

This series of essays, along the lines of the great Perrin partnerships (with 
Figaro-Histoire, L’Express, etc.) is designed to appeal to a wide readership: 
written in a lively novelistic style, it makes the subject accessible to people with 
little or no knowledge of the subject. Yet on each topic, the authors provide new 
material, dispelling clichés, platitudes and misunderstandings. This out-of-the-
ordinary work is as entertaining as it is innovative. 

A team led by Jean Lopez (LES CENT DERNIERS JOURS D’HITLER, 
The Last Hundred Days of Hitler) and Olivier Wieviorka (HISTOIRE DE LA 
RÉSISTANCE, History of the Resistance) bringing together the contributions of 
leading experts on each subject: Maurice Vaïsse, Jean-Luc Leleu, Hubert Heyriès, 
Pierre-Emmanuel Brezet, Pierre-François Souyri, Sébastien Albertelli, François 
Kersaudy, Jean-François Muracciole, George-Henri Soutou, Fabrice Virgili, Nicolas 
Aubin, Claire Miot, Cédric Mas, Lasha Otkhmezuri, Pierre Grumberg, Benoist Bihan, 
Bruno Birolli, Patrick Facon and Vincent Arbaretier. 
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SOCIETY,	POLITICS,	ECONOMY	

Alain Badiou 

NOTRE MAL VIENT DE PLUS LOIN 
(The Evil In Our Midst Comes from Far Back) 

Fayard, 64 pages, January 2016 

 
◊ On the best-seller list in France! 

◊ Rights sold in Germany (Ullstein), Italy (Einaudi), Spain 
(Capital Intelectual), Korea (Jaeum & Moeum Publishing), 
UK (Polity Press) and Serbia – under negotiation.  

◊ A short essay, drawn from an exceptional lecture given 
immediately after the November 13 massacres. 

◊ Rather than exacerbating feelings that are already running 
high, fed as they are by the media maelstrom and the 
political classes, this renowned philosopher offers a global 
analysis of the terror attacks in Paris. 

◊ Alain Badiou provides readers with a remarkable yet 
analysis, which points to our true foe: fascism, the product 
of moribund capitalism. 

 
 

 “Philosopher Alain Badiou is our living national treasure.” — Le Point 

“Badiou shows with great clarity that what the media call the 
“radicalization” of Muslims is no more nor less than the growth of fascism.” 
— L’Obs 

“In just a few dozen pages, Alain Badiou offers a coherent vision of the 
world, a world that no longer has any margin; since globalized capitalism 
dominates the planet.” — Politis 
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Alain Badiou 
LA VRAIE VIE 

(True Life: A Call To The Corruption Of The Youth)  
Fayard, September 2016, 120 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold to Polity Press (English), Suhrkamp (German), 

Ponte alle grazie (Italian), Geulhangari (Korean), 
Mindspace (Danish) and Spanish rights are under 
negotiation. 

◊ Seventy-eight-year-old philosopher Alain Badiou exhorts 
the youth to take risks and to change the world. By taking 
the example of Socrates - who was sentenced to death for 
creating disorder in the city by corrupting the youth - 
Alain Badiou keeps the original vocation of philosophy 
alive.  

◊ Alain Badiou addresses the young generation, who find 
themselves on the verge of a new era, between the ruins of 
a traditional world that they have to destroy and a modern 
world they have to invent. 

◊ The philosopher encourages young people to free 
themselves from capitalism and opportunist fascism: 
conformism, the obsession with social and economic 
success, and immediate pleasure. 

◊ Following a series of lectures that Alain Badiou gave to 
high-schoolers, he decided to write this letter to the young. 
A short philosophical and subversive essay, calling to the 
corruption of the youth. 

This illuminating text is meant to explain to young people the issues that 
they face, without them really realizing it, and the challenges they have to 
take up. It brings a breath of fresh air and it opens up new perspectives. 
To the author, the fundamental question of philosophy is the question of 
true life. 

The author focuses on three main points: first, on the stakes of being young in 
our time: the end of the traditional society, a sense of freedom combined with a 
lack of direction in life, the temptation of the all-instantaneaous. He urges them 
to build modernity by allying the young and the old, the poor and the middle-
class.  

He then points out that what once made a boy a man was taking power. 
Nowadays, he feels that there is no real initiation process anymore, which can 
lead to an endless teenage and immature life. While he thinks that the 
contemporary world is more adapted to women, who are mature from a very 
young age. 

Born in Rabat, Morocco in 1937, Alain Badiou is a leading French 
philosopher. He has reclaimed for the radical left the concepts of being, truth and the 
subject. A lifelong communist, and a Professor Emeritus at the École normale 
supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and a novelist. In addition to several 
novels, plays and political essays, he has published a number of major philosophical 
works, including Theory of the Subject, Being and Event, Manifesto for Philosophy, and 
Gilles Deleuze. 
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Marc Dugain & Christophe Labbé 
L’HOMME NU 

LE LIVRE NOIR DE LA RÉVOLUTION NUMÉRIQUE 
(The Naked Man, The Black Book of Digital Revolution) 

Plon, 320 pages, April 2016 

 

Orwell’s 1984 depicted a violent dictatorship. If not as brutal, the advent of 
a world ruled by Big Data in the next few decades will be no less ominous. 
The demise of Greek philosophy is coming, and with it the end of an era 
for humanity. 

The digital revolution, triggered by the Internet, led to the advent of monstrous 
entities, the Big Data (Google, Amazon, Apple, Facebook, etc.). These data 
empires gather zillions of data reports daily and share them with the American 
intelligence services. Soon, the association between the Big Data and 
intelligence services will be more powerful than all countries of the world 
collectively. This supremacy of data will sound the death knell for each 
individual’s privacy. Yet, there is no escaping this downward spiral. 

Marc Dugain is a novelist, who has built, since 1999, an acclaimed body of 
work and won numerous literary awards. His works are tremendously successful, both 
in France and abroad. His novel UNE EXÉCUTION ORDINAIRE sold more than 
80.000 copies, while AVENUE DES GÉANTS and L’EMPRISE both sold more than 
60.000 copies. He is also a director and screenwriter, and produced documentaries: on 
the wreck of the submarine Koursk and on the crash of the MH 370. 
 

Christophe Labbé is Director of investigation reporting at the weekly magazine 
Le Point. He is an expert on intelligence services, police and security issues. He is the 
author of PLACE BEAUVAU and L’ESPION DU PRÉSIDENT. 
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Camille Emmanuelle 
SEXPOWERMENT 

Anne Carrière, April 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ A cross between a first-person narrative and a trans-
disciplinary essay: the author describes the deconstruction 
and reconstruction of her own sexual identity, how she 
reclaimed her gender by reclaiming her own body.   

◊ A book that smashes all our clichéd ideas about female and 
male sexuality, starting with the myth of the “chic, natural” 
Parisian woman. 

In exhilaratingly bold, irreverent language, Camille Emmanuelle has written 
a powerful book that tells women in no uncertain terms to: “Be proud of 
your body, your mind, your sex, and your gender. Sex-power, girlfriend!” 

A powerful sex-positive feminist manifesto that places sexual freedom firmly at 
the heart of women’s emancipation, and explains how femininity and virility 
impact concretely on economic, social and political inequality. 

Camille Emmanuelle is a journalist working on feminism, erotic culture, Porn, 
queer and transgender sexuality for Huffington Post, Slate, Le Nouvel Obs and others… 
 

 

Clément Finet 
VRAIES PASSIONS, VRAIS TALENTS 

True Passions, True Talents: 

What if the Impassioned were Tomorrow’s Model Wage-Earners? 
Belles Lettres/Manitoba, April 2016, 208 pages  

 

The time has come to make passion a recruitment criterion! 

Who does not know, in his immediate circle, at least one person who aspires to 
live by pursuing his or her passion? A simple fantasy for some and a totally 
feasible reality for others, this book was written to help the latter discard the 
clichés commonly associated with passion, as well as provide some original and 
brand new tools which will allow them – like businesses – to identify and bring 
out the forms of passion contributing a genuine added value within the work 
environment. This book for the general public, which can be read like a novel, 
sheds light on a topic not yet addressed – that of the value of passion within the 
context of salaried employment – and lays the groundwork for tomorrow’s 
recruitment while also meeting a very strong societal demand. 

Clément Finet is the founder of the Profil Alternatif recruitment agency. 
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Jean-Jacques Marie 
LA RUSSIE SOUS POUTINE 

AU PAYS DES FAUX-SEMBLANTS 
(Putin’s Russia: The Land of Make-Believe) 

Payot, March 2016, 336 pages 
 

 

◊ A historian’s gaze decodes present-day Russia and the 
terrible economic, social and political problems it is 
confronted with. 

◊ Because today’s Russia is far more rooted in the past, and 
Putin more closely tied to Yeltsin and Gorbachev than it 
seems, it took a historian to put everything in context and 
to decode this land of make-believe. 

The media show us endless images of an arrogant, alarming Vladimir 
Putin boasting about Russia’s greatness. Individual freedom has been 
drastically reined in, elections are rigged, political opponents assassinated 
or thrown in jail and corruption is rampant. 

But is the country really what it seems? Has it really become the totalitarian, 
imperialist state it has been portrayed as since the annexation of Crimea? What 
is hidden from public view is: a fragile regime on the verge of imploding; a 
president with an inner circle whose members are obsessed with placing their 

fortune in offshore accounts; a fragmented opposition tempted by ultra-
nationalism; a disillusioned population – more concerned about the lost social 
safety net than about individual freedom – that has grown nostalgic for the 
Soviet era; unions under the government’s thumb; an omnipresent, corrupt 
Orthodox church that has lost its flock, and an economy that has been 
undermined by falling oil prices and sanctions imposed by the the European 
Union and the United States. 

Jean-Jacques MARIE is one of today’s top specialists in contemporary Russia. 
His earlier books published by Editions Payot are biographies of Trotsky (2006), 
Khrushchev (2010) and Lenin (2011). 
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Laurent Moisson 
NAPOLÉON, HANNIBAL…CE QU'ILS AURAIENT FAIT 

DU DIGITAL - LES GRANDS HOMMES FACE AUX 
GRANDS CHANGEMENTS  

(What Napoleon, Hannibal and Others would have Done with 

Digital: How Great Men Deal with Widespread Changes) 
Belles Lettres/Manitoba, January 2016, 176 pages 

 

Big Data, showrooming, uberisation, etc. Humanity today is experiencing 
one of its most intense periods in terms of word creation 

Big Data, showrooming, uberisation, etc. Humanity today is experiencing one 
of its most intense periods in terms of word creation. �This work was written to 
remind us of how, in days of yore, great men and civilizations reacted when 
confronted with the far-reaching changes of their time. For, in the final analysis, 
will the economic balance of our nations be as disrupted at the end of the digital 
era as it was after the discovery of America, the invention of the loom, the 
internal combustion engine, the railroad, or electricity? 

Are these new implacable conquerors – Internet or digital giants such as 
Google, Facebook, Apple, Samsung, etc. – more dreadful than the waves of 
hordes from the steppes who swept over long-established kingdoms numbed by 
rigid and secular rules? �Perhaps, perhaps not. In any case, the lessons provided 

by our ancestors are often much more enlightening than the unending flood of 
Anglicisms which we are submerged in day after day. The author invites you to 
ponder them carefully in order to understand them and take action. 

Laurent Moisson whose Master’s degrees are in history and marketing, has 
been a digital entrepreneur and business angel for over 15 years. An author and co-
author of several books and white papers on digital technology, he is the Director of the 
“Splendens Factory” a content production company which connects brand names with 
digitally based artist collectives in order to bring creativity and enchantment to customer 
journeys and to the digital and marketing media of major brand companies. 
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Arnold Munnich 
PROGRAMMÉ MAIS LIBRE  

(Programmed yet free The fallacies of genetic science) 
Plon, January 2016, 144 pages 

 

◊ A renowned geneticist presents the current state of genetic 
research to the general public in a format that is 
diametrically opposed to the media’s hype and over-
simplifications. 

◊ A clear and accessible book that reveals geneticists’ and 
predictive medicine’s limited capacity to intervene, which 
is vastly unlike what the public has been led to expect by 
the media. 

◊ Sincere, and neither unreasonably optimistic nor totally 
kill-joy, the book cautions readers against manipulation, 
whether on the part of media or of pseudo-medical quacks. 

Examining the gap between the technically possible, the economically 
feasible and the ethically acceptable. Today, Google is offering to draw up 
your genetic map and doctors claim they can heal you long-distance. 
Arnold Munnich, world-renowned geneticist, has decided to speak out 
against this new and particularly dangerous kind of medicine. 

DNA has become an obsession. A simple decoding of your genome and you can 
find out exactly what you will die of and when. Soon, gene therapy will have 

eliminated all disabilities and incurable diseases! This all sounds wonderful, yet 
it is entirely bogus. 

In his practice as well as in his book, Arnold Munnich delivers a diagnosis, not 
a prognosis. Refusing to kneel at the altar of the omnipotent goddess Science, 
he prefers to sit at his patients’ bedside. 

If beneficial to speculators, the false promises of genetic science can be 
misleading for the patients. His 30,000 young patients, �the ones he likes to call « 
my children », are at the heart of Arnold Munnich’s plea for an honest and 
efficient research, and his protest against the advent of multi-tiered medicine. 
He denounces the great « genetic therapies hoax », to better present the genuine 
progress and promises that genetic science hold. He sounds the alarm on 
imminent health scandals, so we can avert them. 

Because he is himself a researcher, he can tell about his experience of all what 
sometimes brakes his work. �From laboratory machines to historical anecdotes, 
Arnold Munnich has written a book in his own image, filled with impassioned 
testimony and engaged reflection. 

Arnold Munnich is one of the greatest geneticists in the world and his public 
pronouncements are rare, giving this testimony an invaluable worth at a time 
when medicine is perceived as all-powerful. Funny and touching encounters, 
pet peeves and salutary anger, but no blame or bitterness in this iconoclastic 
and invigorating text. 

Arnold Munnich is a world-famous French pediatrician and geneticist. He is 
the founder and head of the Department of Medical Genetics at the renowned Necker 
children’s hospital in Paris. He is also one of the creators of the Imagine Institute, a 
European Care and Research center for Genetic Science. 
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Soon Soon Soon 
100 INNOVATIONS QUI VONT CHANGER VOTRE VIE  

(100 Innovations That Will Change Your Life) 
Dunod, October 2015,192 pages  

 
 

◊ Rights sold in simplified Chinese. 

◊ Food, Architecture, Health, Education, Entertainment, 
Energy... the world is ever changing and there are 
thousands of designs that our going to revolutionize the 
way we live, our relationships with others, the way we 
move around, travel, talk, buy, write, eat and live.  

A selection of the best innovations discovered in the entire world, which 
will (perhaps) shape the world of tomorrow. Illustrated with quality visuals, 
simply written with a sometimes offbeat and light tone, this book 
popularises the trends and the innovations by making them accessible to 
all. 

Did you already receive a perfumed text? Read in real time your dog’s thoughts 
? Tried a dress made of spider silk? Eat your bottle of water? Read a book that 
erase itself as you go along? Not yet? This might happen soon. 

Soon Soon Soon’s mission is to analyse existing trends and innovations in 
order to contribute to invent tomorrow’s. It is both a community, a website, a magazine 

and a laboratory that studies the evolution of lifestyles to imagine what our daily life will 
look like in near and distant future. 

“[...] Soon Soon Soon, the laboratory-media that studies the evolution of 
ways of life and imagines the everyday life of tomorrow, invites us in an 
incredible travel through the universe of the high technologies. We read their 
book "100 Innovations That Will Change Your Life". Amazing ! [...]” — 
Biba 

“[...] This book looks over novelties that imagine a different future, more 
connected and more responsible.” — 20 minutes 
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Wassim Nasr 
L’ÉTAT ISLAMIQUE  

(The Islamic State) 
Plon, April 2016, 234 pages 

 
◊ After five years of thorough investigation on the different 

branches of Jihadi movements, in the four corners of the 
worlds, Wassim Nasr met a few of his formerly virtual 
contacts, both from the Islamic State and Al Qaeda. 

◊ The first in the new collection “Tribune du monde”, 
directed by Olivier Ravanello, this comprehensive book 
untangles one of the most challenging topic for Westerners 
nowadays. 

Beyond clichés and misconceptions, Wassim Nasr offers a different 
approach to the Islamic State, giving voice to emirs, converts, and 
apostates. The author – who is in daily contact with Jihadists – answers all 
the questions one might have on the subject. 

Why did French diplomats start using the term « Daech »? What is the origin of 
the Islamic State? Born in Iraq in the aftermath of the American intervention, 
Daech came to the fore only after it invaded Mosul in the summer of 2014. But 
who created it? Was it the Western world, the Syrian Regime, Iran? Or is it the 
result of a worldwide conspiracy? What are its goals and why are young people 
joining it en masse, including from developed countries? Who are its converts? 
Are they all underdogs with no skills? What are its resources and the source of 

its funds? Is it funded by the Gulf monarchies, Qatar and Saudi Arabia at their 
lead? 

Wassim Nasr is a journalist, specialist of Jihadism for the TV channel France 
24. 
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Sébastien Albertelli  
UNE HISTOIRE DU SABOTAGE 

(A History of Sabotage)  
Perrin, May 2016, 400 pages 

 

◊ A presentation based on largely unpublished archival 
documentation.  

◊ At a time when the issue has again become relevant, the 
first history of sabotage and saboteurs during World War 
II. 

Sabotage has become one of the weapons of modern combat, but it is 
more commonly associated with the Resistance during World War II. The 
phenomenon, however, was not born with the « army of shadows ».  

 
It emerged in the last decades of the 19th century, at the meeting point between 
labor unions and the military. The saboteur progressively embodied a new form 
of threat, whether its origins were anarchist, communist or German. The fear 
that the saboteur inspired, however, was disproportionate to the real danger he 
represented. 

Including during the Second World War, which marked a major milestone in 
the history of sabotage. The practice became widespread, each of the major 
players gradually giving it a place in their strategy: the Resistance, the Gaullist 
and the British secret services, the Allied authorities and the German services. 
Everyone believed, to varying degrees, in its effectiveness, the evaluation of 
which this author calls into question. In any case, it was the Resistance that 
marked the transition from the era of experimentation to that of full 
development, as evidenced by Sébastien Albertelli.  

SÉBASTIEN ALBERTELLI is a professor of history (his PhD dissertation 
was supervised by Jean-Pierre Azéma, one of the most renowned historians of the 
Second World War). In 2008, his thesis was awarded the Philippe Viannay-Défense de 
la France award from the Fondation de la Résistance. He contributed to the 
DICTIONNAIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE (Dictionary of the Resistance) and the 
DICTIONNAIRE DE GAULLE (De Gaulle dictionary) (Bouquins collection, 2006) 
and published LES SERVICES SECRETS DU GÉNÉRAL DE GAULLE (The secret 
services of General de Gaulle) with Perrin in 2009 (4,000 copies sold). 
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Brigadier Ben Barry, Foreword By Martin Bell 
THE ROAD FROM SARAJEVO  

British Army Operations in Bosnia 1995–1996  
The History Press, February 2016, 328 pages + 32 pages colour  

 
◊ Reviews in specialist press including Military History 

Monthly, Soldier, Military Review, Pennant, RUSI. 

◊ ‘A clear, frank and perceptive account of these dangerous 
and challenging operations, as well as an authoritative 
analysis of battlegroup command and the human dimension 
of front-line peacekeeping operations.’ Professor Richard 
Holmes. 

◊ An exciting and incisive personal account of battlegroup 
operations in Bosnia. 

A unique insight into the decisive role the British Army played in ending the 
Bosnian war, including first-hand descriptions of firefights and 
confrontations with ruthless warlords. 

The savage Bosnian civil war was ended politically by the Dayton Peace 
Agreement. But this had to be implemented on the ground by NATO. How this 
was done by 2nd Battalion the Light Infantry is explained in a richly detailed 
analysis of dangerous missions. The challenges of military operations in the 
war-torn Balkans are illustrated with vivid descriptions of operations and 
incidents – often in the words of the soldiers themselves. BBC journalist Martin 
Bell summarizes their role: ‘The troops risked their lives to save the lives of 

others, swept away the road blocks and restored a minimal peace in Bosnia 
after three and a half years of war ... The British troops ... interpreted their 
mandates bravely. They made a difference.’ 

Brigadier Ben Barry joined the Light Infantry in 1976. After service in UK, 
Northern Ireland, Germany and the Far East he commanded Second Battalion Light 
Infantry in 1994-6. He returned to Bosnia to command a NATO Multinational Brigade 
in 2003.  
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Alain Decaux 
C’ÉTAIT LE XXE SIÈCLE 

(That was the 20th century) 
Perrin, June 2016, 2 volumes 

 
◊ Famous for his ability to make historical figures and events 

come alive in his books, television shows and plays, Alain 
Decaux is a member of the French Academy and has held 
various governmental responsibilities. 

From 1905 to 1940, from the Roaring Twenties to the edge of the abyss; 
and from 1940 to 1963, from global war to the death of President 
Kennedy: this is the 20th century as Alain Decaux has witnessed, 
experienced and understood it. With the curiosity and perspective of a 
writer and historian who zooms in on the aspects that most amazed, 
disturbed or shocked him. 

After covering the period from 1905 to 1932, Alain Decaux presents some of the 
main events that took place from 1934 to 1940, a time when the generation that 
had vowed “Never again!” at the armistice in 1918, rushed headlong towards 
the Second World War that would engulf it. 

In the second volume, Alain Decaux focuses primarily on the period from 1940 
to 1945, which he describes as absolute. The author then discusses post-war 
history globally from 1945 to the death of Kennedy in 1963: the Jewish exodus, 
the death of Stalin, the construction of the Berlin Wall, the Cuba crisis, etc. 

« I was born when the 20th century, still immature, went into its Roaring Twenties. I have 
never ceased to be fascinated by all this excess. Why have I been so riveted by certain 
celebrities as well as certain nobodies? Why have some human interest stories caught my 
attention just as much as major political events? This book will try to answer those 
questions. 

What I am humbly offering to the reader should not be considered a history of this century. 
Too many episodes would be missing. It is nothing else, and nothing more, than the 20th 
century as I have seen, experienced and felt it. » 
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Sébastien Morlet 
LES CHRÉTIENS ET LA CULTURE 

(Christians and Culture - Converting a Concept 1st to 6th Centuries) 
Belles Lettres, February 2016, 240 pages  

 

◊ What role did Christianity play in the history of the notion 
of culture? 

In Christian antiquity, two attitudes emerged. Some Christians expressed 
hostility towards the Greek culture, which they perceived as pernicious and 
demon- inspired. Others, to the contrary, tried to point out its usefulness in 
developing the mind, and in defending, explaining and manifesting faith. 

But beyond these differences of opinion, texts of Christian antiquity attested to 
a major shift in the very notion of culture. �This essay, written by an expert on 
Christian antiquity, compels us to rethink a number of generally accepted ideas 
about the relationship between monotheism and culture. 

It invites us to understand the emergence of Christian thought not only within 
the context of a confrontation, but also of a profound continuity with Greek 
thought and philosophy in particular. 

A senior lecturer at Paris-Sorbonne and member of Institut universitaire de 
France, Sébastien Morlet is a specialist in texts of Late Antiquity. He devoted his thesis 
to the apologetic work of Eusebius of Caesarea. He is currently coordinating with Les 
Belles Lettres the French version of a commentary on Eusebius’ HISTOIRE 
ECCLÉSIASTIQUE the first volume of which has already been published. He is also 

working on a new edition of the fragments from PORPHYRY’S CONTRE LES 
CHRÉTIENS. 
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Renaud de Spens 
LEÇONS POUR APPRENDRE LES  

HIÉROGLYPHES ÉGYPTIENS 
(Lessons for Learning Egyptian Hieroglyphics) 

Belles Lettres, March 2016, 216 pages  

 

◊ A comprehensive and straightforward manual for learning 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

◊ For the first time in the history of Egyptology, instruction 
has been organized around inscriptions of increasing 
difficulty rather than around grammatical categories.  

◊ In order for them to be recognized more easily on the 
inscriptions, all signs are presented through over 700 
facsimiles, ranging from the most detailed graphic forms — 
in their original colors — to the most cursive.  

This easy-to-understand and authoritative book is one of the best ways 
available today to delve into the subject, whether for amateurs who want to 
discover the beauty of Egyptian writing and learn what the inscriptions say, 
or for students who wish to launch into an in-depth study of hieroglyphic 
epigraphy. 

The documents studied are photographs, so that students may apply what they 
have learned to monuments as soon as possible. All iconography, symbols, gods 

and figures whose knowledge is useful in order to comprehend the texts are 
explained and abundantly illustrated. 

Renaud de Spens is an Egyptologist and Sinologist. 
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Alain Frèrejean  
TROTSKY CONTRE STALINE 

(Trotsky against Stalin)  
Perrin, May 2016, 330 pages 

 
◊ The story of the relentless struggle between Trotsky and 

Stalin based on recent interviews with the best French 
historians of this period of Russian history: Hélène 
Carrère d’Encausse, Alexandre Adler, Stéphane Courtois, 
Jean-Jacques Marie, Alexandre Sumpf, Nicolas Werth and 
Serge Wolikow.  

◊ An exceptional witness of the assassination attempt on 
Trotsky and his last moments: his own grandson, Esteban 
Volkov. 

The story of the relentless struggle between Trotsky and Stalin based on 
recent interviews with the best French historians of this period of Russian 
history. And an exceptional witness of the assassination attempt on 
Trotsky and his last moments: his own grandson, Esteban Volkov. 

Some see Trotsky as the champion of the workers of the world. Stalin, in 
contrast, was the new tsar, entrenched in the Kremlin with a new privileged 
class, the nomenklatura, a handful of bureaucrats hogging the state dachas and 
stores. Trotsky supposedly fought against fascism and Stalin’s pact with Hitler. 
And the villain Stalin had killed the good guy Trotsky. In reality, Trotsky was 
no saint. In the relationship between the two rivals, ideological struggle and 

personal ambition were coupled with contempt and jealousy, which eventually 
turned into implacable and obsessive hatred. Trotsky, his vision as sharp as 
steel but too sure of himself, underestimated his rival. We witness the 
irresistible rise of Stalin, the man with the mysterious smile and the yellow eyes 
of a cat.  

Alain Frerejean is the author of several books, including C’ÉTAIT GEORGES 
POMPIDOU (It was Georges Pompidou) (Fayard, 2007), TITO-TRUMAN, 
LE COUP D’ARRÊT À STALINE (Stalin’s standstill) (Editions de la 
Bisquine, 2014). With Perrin he published CHURCHILL-STALIN, 
comparative biographies (2013). 
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Patrice Gueniffey & Thierry Lentz (dir.) 
LA FIN DES EMPIRES 

(The End of Empires) 
Perrin/Le Figaro, January 2016, 480 pages 

 

◊ Polish rights sold to Bellona! 

◊ A journey through time and across the continents that 
enables readers to relive key events in the history of a 
given civilization: when an empire begins its decline. 

◊ From the death of Alexander the Great to the siege of 
Constantinople, from the reign of Montezuma to the 
collapse of the USSR: a history of the world composed of 
growth, tension, adaptation and renewal. 

◊ A fascinating and accessible book, written by historians 
who are specialized in their respective fields. 

Is history doomed to repeat itself? This familiar question is well worth 
asking when we consider the rise and fall of empires. For the first time, 
renowned historians, specialists in their respective fields, brilliantly recount 
and analyze the decline and fall of the great empires that created the world 
as we know it, from Rome to Washington. 

Since ancient times, certain lands, propelled by their military might, gold and 
conquering spirit, are hoisted to the rank of preponderant power and dominate 

a large part of the world. Yet, as the saying goes, all great empires perish. 
Causes vary, though a basic scenario applies to most cases: development crises; 
economic bankruptcy; exhaustion of the military model; and of course the 
appearance and increasing capacities of rivals. 

Director of the Fondation Napoléon, Thierry Lentz has established himself as 
today’s leading expert on the imperial era, evidenced by his New History of the First Empire 
in four volumes (Fayard, 2002-2010). Perrin recently published his The Congress of 
Vienna. A refounding of Europe 1814-1815 (2013); The 20 days of Fontainebleau. Napoleon’s first 
abdication 31 March-20 April 1814 (2014) and Waterloo (2015). 

Professor at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in Paris, 
Patrice Gueniffey has published notably The number and the reason (EHESS, 1993), 
Politics of the Terror, Essay on revolutionary violence (Gallimard, 2000). 18 Brumaire: epilogue of 
the French revolution (Perrin, 2008) and Bonaparte (Gallimard, 2013). All received 
unanimous critical acclaim. He has since edited the successful collective work by top 
historians Last days of the kings, published by Perrin and Le Figaro (2014). 
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Agnes Grunwald-Spier  
Who Betrayed the Jews?  

Betrayal and the Holocaust in the Second World War 
The History Press, January 2016, 256 pages 

 

◊ A contrasting book to the author’s successful The Other 
Schindlers.  

◊ Controversial subject matter. 
◊ Will contain a host of familiar names such as Sir Hardy 

Amies and Airey Neave. 

The first book to examine the stories of the people who betrayed Jews in 
the Second World War. 

Who Betrayed the Jews? is a groundbreaking study that examines the various ways 
Jews were betrayed by their fellow countrymen during the Second World War. 
In many cases they regarded themselves as Hungarians, Frenchmen, etc., first 
and Jews second, so persecution came as a terrible shock to them. Many had 
fought for their country in the First World War, but this offered no protection – 
not even for those awarded the Iron Cross. Their neighbours and school friends 
betrayed them to the authorities. In turn the authorities ‘legally’ withdrew their 
rights and also stripped them of their possessions under Aryanization policies. 
Bodies such as the police and railway companies co‐operated with the Nazis in 
transporting Jews to their deaths. 

The betrayal did not end in 1945. There is evidence of Holocaust survivors 
being attacked as they returned home. In Who Betrayed the Jews?, historian Agnes 
Grunwald‐Spier reveals, among other accounts, the story of Prosper de Zitter, a 
Nazi conspirator who betrayed hundreds of Jews to the Gestapo. 

Agnes Grunwald-Spier was born in Budapest in July 1944. She and her 
mother were sent to the ghetto there in November 1944, and were liberated in January 
1945. A former civil servant, she holds degrees in History & Politics and Holocaust 
Studies, and is a trustee of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, a member of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, a member of the Architects’ Registration Board and a 
Justice of the Peace. She is the author of The Other Schindlers (THP 2010),  
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Jean Sévillia & Jean-Christophe Buisson 
LES DERNIERS JOURS DES REINES 

(The Last Days of the Queens) 
Perrin, October 2015, 420 pages 

 
◊ Rigiths sold in Poland (Bellona), Estonia (Kunst) & Spain 

(Edaf). 

◊ Jean-Christophe Buisson and Jean Sévillia joined forces 
with the leading academics and history writers of today to 
answer this provocative question.  

◊ A much-anticipated, unparalleled series of essays that is 
rich in anecdotes and revelations buoyed by the success of 
LES DERNIERS JOURS DES ROIS.  

Following the success of LES DERNIERS JOURS DES ROIS (The Last 
Days of the Kings), which sold 25,000 copies, here are the stories of the 
last days of the most famous queens and empresses, whose lives, deaths 
and destinies changed the history of the world. 

Table of contents: 
1. Cleopatra by Pierre Renucci � 
2. Agrippina by Jean-Louis Voisin � 
3. Brunhilda by Xavier de Marchis � 
4. Eleanor of Aquitaine by Georges Minois � 

5. Isabella the Catholic by Marie-France Schmidt � 
6. Catherine de Medicis by Jean-François Solnon � 
7. Mary Stuart by Didier Le Fur 
�8. Christina of Sweden by Philippe Beaussant of the French Academy � 
9. Anne of Austria by Simone Bertière 
10. Maria Theresa of Austria by Jean-Paul Bled 
�11. Catherine II by Lorraine Meaux 
12. Marie Antoinette by Jean Sevillia � 
13. Josephine de Beauharnais by Jean Tulard of the French Academy  
14. Sissi by Jean des Cars �15. Charlotte of Belgium by Jean-Louis Thiériot 
�16. Victoria by Arnaud Teyssier � 
17. Draya Obrenovitch by Jean-Christophe Buisson � 
18. Alexandra of Russia by Irina Chikoff. 
�19. Empress Eugénie by Eric Anceau. � 
20. Queen Astrid by Pascal Dayez-Burgeon. 
 

Jean Sévillia is deputy managing editor of the Figaro Magazine and a member of 
the scientific board of Figaro-Histoire. An essayist and historian, he has published many 
successful books, including ZITA IMPÉRATRICE COURAGE (Brave Empress Zita) 
(Perrin, 1997), LE TERRORISME INTELLECTUEL (Intellectual terrorism) (Perrin, 
2000), HISTORIQUEMENT CORRECT (Historically correct) (Perrin, 2003), LE 
DERNIER EMPEREUR, CHARLES D’AUTRICHE (The last emperor, Charles of 
Austria) (Perrin, 2009), and HISTOIRE PASSIONNÉE DE LA FRANCE (A 
passionate history of France) (Perrin, 2013). 

Jean-Christophe Buisson is the Figaro Magazine‘s culture editor. He has 
recently published ASSASSINÉS (Assassinated) with Perrin (2013), and 
MIHAILOVIC (2014), HISTOIRE DE BELGRADE (History of Belgrade, 2013) in 
the Perrin paperback series, Tempus. He is a program host on the French history 
channel La Chaine Histoire and participates in a weekly radio show, On refait le monde, on 
RTL. He has also directed with Alexis Brezet LES GRANDS DUELS QUI ONT 
FAIT LA FRANCE (Perrin, 2014). 
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Peter Street 
Animals in the First World War 1914–1918 

The History Press, March 2016, 90 pages 

 

◊ The extraordinary role of animals in the First World War 

◊ From the well‐known horse, dog and canary, to the little‐
known camel, monkey and elephant. Animals at the front, 
on the farm, down the mine and in the street. 

Most people are familiar with the use of horses and their often‐heroic 
actions in the First World War, but what about camels, monkeys and the 
mighty elephant? In this wonderfully illustrated title, learn about how 
animals were trained and used, the role pets had to play in the war, and 
the plight of animals on the farm, down the mine and in the street. 

Although animals were used heavily on the front line and in major battles such 
as the Somme, they also had a role to play at home and, indeed, in almost every 
aspect of wartime life. From their first use to how animals were treated when 
the war ended, and including the involvement of the RSPCA and Battersea 
Dogs and Cats Home, this volume contains stories that will shock, delight and 
move you. 

Peter Street graduated from Oxford in Modern History. He has lectured on 
various aspects of history and politics in higher and adult education for 40 years, notably 
for the Open University. He is the author of God Save the Queen! Britain in 1952 and 
Long Live the Queen! Britain in 1953 (both The History Press).  

  



CINÉMA 

 34 

CINÉMA	

Olivier Loubes 
CANNES 1939. LE FESTIVAL QUI N’A PAS EU LIEU  

(Cannes 1939. The Festival That Did Not Take Place)  
Dunod, April 2016, 288 pages 

 

◊ Based on unreleased archives, the testimonies, this book 
tells the story of the invention of the largest film Festival 
in the world. 

Everything was ready! The first Cannes Film Festival was to be held from 
the 1st to the 20th of September 1939. The beginning of the war prevented 
the event from being held, and it therefore never took place. However 
Cannes 39 did exist, planned down to the smallest detail, in no time at all, 
leaving dozens of articles and boxes of archives that were kept at the 
French Cinematheque.  

How was the Cannes Film Festival born, how did it project itself in the social 
and political imagination of France and the world in 1939? Because if Cannes 
39 existed, it is primarily as the projection of a world already caught in a 
cultural war between fascist and antifascist powers.  

Olivier Loubes, historian of education and political imagination of French 
society, is a specialist of Jean Zay, lives and teaches in Toulouse. Author for Armand 
Colin of JEAN ZAY. 
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Olivier Cotte 
100 ANS DE CINÉMA D’ANIMATION  

(100 Year sof Animated Films Throughout the World) 
Dunod, October 2015, 384 pages 

 

This work relates the fabulous history of animated film throughout the 
world, from its origins to today. 

All the techniques of animation and their history, from the magic lantern to 
digital 3D as well as Stop Motion and cellulose acetate are discussed. The work 
then proposes a trip around the world to discover the great creators and 
animation studios. The filmography of each is presented: its contribution to the 
history of animated cinema, its specific features, its emblematic characters… 
The work is richly illustrated: around 500 drawing and photographs. 

Olivier Cotte scriptwriter for comic strips, TV series, and short films, writer, 
animated films’ historian and film director. He has worked on numerous full length and 
animated films as well as on advertisements, and has collaborated with the CNC 
(National Centre of Cinematography), and various production companies as script 
doctor. He teaches directing and cinema at Gobelins, the school of image, at ESAG 
Penninghen (School of Design, Graphic Design, and Interior Architecture) and the 
ESRA (Superior School of Audiovisual Realisation). 

 

Laurent Jullier 
STAR WARS, ANATOMIE D’UNE SAGA  

(Star Wars. Anatomy of a Saga) 
Armand Colin, November 2015, 224 pages, 3rd ed. 

 

�Star Wars, as fans say, is “much more than just movies”! There are novels, 
games, comics, websites, costumes, encyclopaedias, without mentioning 
the national defence program of the United States.  

A universe that one can embrace and use in the manner of a construction set to 
create but also to reflect on important issues, and sometimes even a lifestyle. On 
the eve of the release of the 7th episode of this legendary saga popular movie, 
this book dissects the films (main themes, mythological and literary inspirations, 
narrative springs...), compares them to classics of cinema history and analyses 
the fans’ enthusiasm (including the profusion of amateur short films, both 
tributes and parodies of the work). A book for all those who want to 
(re)discover Star Wars, both a cinema and a society phenomenon. 

Laurent Jullier is a teacher at the IECA (Nancy) and research director at the 
IRCAV (Sorbonne Nouvelle). 
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Daniel Ichbiah 
STEVE JOBS : QUATRE VIES 

(Steve Jobs: Four Lives) 
Delpierre, January 2016, 336 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold: China � and Spain. 

◊ A new edition of the best-selling biography published in 
April, 2011 when Steve Jobs was still alive, which has been 
revised and expanded with new interviews and anecdotes 
since Jobs passed away. 

◊ Over 30,000 copies sold. Number 1 on the best-seller lists 
in August, 2011. 

◊ A huge amount of very thorough research went into this 
straightforward biography that tells the saga of a man, a 
brand and a technology that changed the world. 

An unofficial and uncompromising biography on the life of this exceptional 
man into a fascinating text that is easy to read, even for novices in 
technology 

He went from pariah to messiah and became the most admired CEO in the 
world. Steve Jobs often swam against the current, pushed by a genius vision 
and uncommon conviction. 

One of a rare breed, his eccentric, complex, and adventurous life changed our 
world. Few people can boast of having pushed the boundaries so far, or of 
having left a mark on history, but there are even fewer who remain in the 
collective memory thanks to their marketing sense and their genius in fields as 
austere as computer programming and telecommunications. But who is this 
man who caused you to start saying hello to your computer, who made you fall 
in love with your phone? 

This book depicts his troubled youth, his rise to glory following the creation of 
Apple, his disgrace, and his vain attempts at revenge, followed by his return to 
triumph. It also unveils the many unexpected facets of the extraordinary artist 
who started and ran Apple. 

Daniel Ichbiah is the author of several bestsellers on pop culture. Chief editor 
of the magazines Comment ça marche and Tout le Savoir and contributor to online media, he 
has also collaborated on video game and multimedia projects and has followed the 
developments of some of the key figures in these fields. 
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Max Schiavon 
MUSSOLINI  

Perrin, May 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ Based on research in the Italian, French and American 
archives, Max Schiavon has set out to elucidate what was 
indeed crucial to the Italian dictator: his military ambition.  

◊ Max Schiavon skillfully reveals on one hand the dictator’s 
actions and his psychology, and on the other, how the 
warrior phenomenon was central to Fascism. 

We already know all about the « political » Mussolini, but nothing had been 
written until now about the Duce at war. This is the first overview of the 
subject. 

For many complex reasons, and despite his martial character and matador 
attitude, Mussolini is undoubtedly the politician at the helm during the Second 
World War who is the most scorned from a military point of view. Among the 
defeated, and without the benefit of a myth such as that surrounding the 
effectiveness of the Wehrmacht, Mussolini’s actions never seemed worthy of 
serious study. Wrong. 

In fact, the Duce had known war his entire life. Having fought and been 
wounded in the First World War, he would then develop his own strategic 
thinking (focused on the Mediterranean) that he began to implement once he 
was in power.  

A historian and an army officer, MAX SCHIAVON was the head of research 
at the Service Historique de la Défense (SHD), the French government’s military 
archives. Author of several books on military history, including LE FRONT 
D’ORIENT (The Eastern Front) (Tallandier, 2014). 
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André Castelot 
L’HISTOIRE À TABLE 

(History at the Table - If cuisine was told) 
Perrin, November 2015, 703 pages 

 

◊ A feast in words, to use Jean-François Revel’s famous title, 
this text has been unavailable for more than thirty years 
but hasn’t aged a bit. 

First published in 1972, one of the author’s greatest successes newly 
available: known as the « Emperor of the Little Story » his style marries 
itself perfectly with this subject. 

From A (apricot, absinth, asparagus, avocado, armagnac) to Z (Zewelewai, 
Zola), André Castelot invites us on a journey of joyful erudition through this 
dictionary of culinary wonders. One by one, he tells the story of eating utensils 
(the fork, the tablecloth, the napkin, the table, dishes...), the aliments and 
ingredients (coffee, water, strawberries, beans, oysters, potatoes, salads..), the 
chefs and famous gourmets (Brillat-Savarin, Escoffier, Talleyrand, Vatel), the 
Kings and Queens at the table (their meals, their tastes), the establishments and 
culinary professions (cabarets, cafés, cooks, grocers, great and famous tables), 

the origin and the evolution of meals, their origin and their evolution 
(sauerkraut, scallops, omelets), the wines and drinks, the cheeses, national 
cuisines, and finally, the idioms and customs that are part of the well-known 
French cultural exception: gastronomy.  

André Castelot was a historian. He wrote more than 70 successful books such 
as the biographies of Napoleon, Marie-Antoinette, Napoleon the Third or François 1er, 
but also The History Almanac (L’ALMANACH DE L’HISTOIRE) and the History 
Calendar (LE CALENDRIER DE L’HISTOIRE). He founded and directed the 
collection « Présence d’Histoire » at Perrin. 
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Antoine Compagnon 
UN ÉTÉ AVEC MONTAIGNE 

(One Summer with Montaigne) 
Les Équateurs, May 2013, 176 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to The Netherlands (Athenaeum), Sweden 
(Atlantis), Norway (Solum Forlag), Denmark (Kristeligt 
Dagblads), Germany (Ullstein), Italy (Adelphi), Korea 
(Chaeksesang), Spain (Paidos), Brazil (WMF Editora 
Martins Fontes), China (East China Normal University 
Press), Turkey (Yapi Kredi), Croatia (Tim Press), 
Spain/Castillan (Paidos), Catalan (Blackiebook) Portugal 
(Gradiva) and Bulgaria (Iztok Zapad). 

◊ An unexpected bestseller of popular philosophy: more than 
200,000 copies sold! 

◊ A real survival guide that is breaking sales records in 
France: in 40 short chapters, Antoine Compagnon 
interprets the great 16th-century French philosopher 
Montaigne in a clear and entertaining way.  

From the notion of commitment to conversation, via friendship, education, 
wasted time and even being overweight, Compagnon shows both the 
historic importance and the current impact of Montaigne’s ESSAYS.  

This was one of the most popular books in France in the summer of 2013, 
leading sales in the non-fiction/essay category. The unexpected success of this 
exceptionally charming, 170-page book, which is a real pleasure to read, is 
essentially due to the lively and attractive approach devised by Antoine 
Compagnon. 

Antoine Compagnon is a graduate of Polytechnique, professor at the Collège 
de France, specialist in both Montaigne and Proust, and author of the now-classic book, 
LES ANTIMODERNES : in 40 chapters, with such universal themes as friendship 
(Montaigne’s with La Boétie), love, death, the futility of our weaknesses (« lying is an 
accursed vice ») and our sins, he offers us accessible interpretations and relevant 
commentary on the ESSAIS.  
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Laura El Makki, & co  
UN ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST  

(One Summer with Proust) 
Les Équateurs, June 2014, 235 pages 

 

◊ 50,000 copies sold in France!  

◊ Rights sold to Sweden (Atlantis), The Netherlands 
(Athenaeum), Italy (Carocci), Greece (Patakis), Norway 
(Solum Forlag), Danemark (Kristelig Dageblat), China 
(Yilin Press), Japan (Kobun Sha) and Korea (Chaek-Se-
Sang). 

◊ “Always try to keep a patch of sky above your life” Proust 
wrote in Swann’s Way. Such is the aerial and stimulating 
ambition of this ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST. 

UN ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST is originally a series of radio broadcasts, 
produced by Laura El Makki, which aired during the summer of 2013 on 
France Inter.  

In Seach of Lost Time is an unclassifiable masterpiece, so deep that one reads and 
rereads it to find “the only life which can be said to be really lived” — that is to 
say literature. This book takes us to the salons of the Belle Epoque, to a beach 
in Normandy or to Venice. It questions the idea of living, of sudden memories, 
of the subtlety of human relationships and the ambiguity of the feeling of love. 

It also addresses the benefits of the imagination or the beauty of art. The reader 
can find in it a shelter for his own fantasies. He can also recognizes in it his own 
joys and fears and learn some truths about himself. 

Alongside Laura El Makki, eight novelists, biographers and scholars, all 
specialists of Proust — Antoine Compagnon, Raphaël Enthoven, Michel Erman, Adrien 
Goetz, Nicolas Grimaldi, Julia Kristeva, Jérôme Prieur, Jean-Yves Tadié — talk about 
the many aspects of Proust’s life and work. How to retain the passing of time? Why does 
love make you suffer? Is it possible to really know someone?  
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Antoine de Baecque 
UNE HISTOIRE DE LA MARCHE 

(A History of Walking) 
Perrin, March 2016, 368 pages 

 

◊ A unique and lively book, well-served by the author’s gift 
for storytelling. 

◊ A compilation reflecting both curiosity and erudition; the 
author communicates a real love of walking. 

◊ A historical, scientific, philosophical and poetical mosaic 
on the subject of one of human beings’ most fundamental 
activities. 

Walking has a history: Antoine de Baecque, a talented storyteller, presents 
an original, informed and lively account. 

The author sets out to describe all possible forms of walking and the people who 
practice them: nomadic people, from the Lapp to the Sioux, itinerant merchants 
to shepherds, medieval apprentices to soldiers. Then there are pilgrims of all 
persuasions, those who return to the source of the Ganges and those who go to 
Compostela, who take the Tokaido road or walk to Mecca. 

If walking has now lost most of its professional practitioners, it has gained 
enthusiastic amateurs, leisure-time strollers and week- end hikers. And now we 
walk in the city, beginning in the 17th and 18th centuries when urban 

promenades became a popular custom. Finally, walking has long represented a 
means of taking political action, as illustrated by Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King. 

A historian of ideas who teaches film history at the Ecole Normale Supérieure 
in Paris, a specialist on the culture of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution, 
Antoine De Baecque wrote the volume on the Enlightenment in the The Cultural History of 
France (Seuil, 2005) and contributed to the collective reference works, A History of the 
body, A History of virility and A History of emotions (Seuil, 2006, 2011, 2015). At the same 
time, as a critic and film historian, he was editor-in-chief of the Cahiers du Cinéma and 
later the culture section of Libération. He recently published Crossing the Alps. Essay of 
walked history (Gallimard, 2014), which won the Prix Ptolémée du Festival international 
de géographie and the Prix Augustin Thierry des Rendez-vous de l’histoire de Blois and 
has sold more than 7,000 copies. 
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Marc Jimenez 

ART ET TECHNOSCIENCE 
(Art and Technoscience, Bioart – Neuroaesthetics) 

Belles Lettres/Klincksieck, May 2016, 220 pages 

 

◊ These intentionally provocative “works” are unsettling. 
They perturb our imaginations and sometimes defy the 
traditional and historic limits attributed to Western art. 
They also muddle our perception of them by exposing – 
beyond the realm of art – a multiplicity of ethical, 
religious, philosophic, cultural, legal and political issues. � 

A growing number of artists are using the latest technologies for aesthetic 
and artistic purposes. Terms and expressions such as bioart, biotech, 
biofacts, transgenic art, biogenetics, in vitro art, etc. are thus referring to 
half-artistic, and half-scientific, hybrid creations. 

Neuroaesthetics – an interdisciplinary area linking aesthetics, neurosciences 
and cognitive sciences – now represents a particularly innovative aspect of the 
art-science alliance. �It is raising many questions, such as what role do “nature 
vs. nurture” play in how we express our sensitivity to beauty? � Are there 
neuronal dispositions or brain structures favouring the recognition and 
appreciation of beauty? Can the physiological processes which determine or 
accompany a plastic or musical aesthetic experience be identified? �Little by 
little, technoscience is delivering its own answers to these worrisome questions 

heralding an uncertain future. Aesthetic philosophy must nonetheless strive to 
meet these same challenges. 

Philosopher and Germanist Marc Jimenez is an instructor at Université de 
Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne). He teaches Aesthetics at UFR d’Arts plastiques et 
Sciences de l’art (a French plastic arts and sciences teaching and research institute) 
where he is the Head of the Centre de Recherches en Esthétique théorique et appliquée 
(Theoretical and Applied Aesthetics Research Center). 
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Jean-Paul Kauffmann 
OUTRE-TERRE 

(Over Earth) 
Équateurs, February 2016, 336 pages 

 

◊ Was longt-listed for the Prix Essai France Télévisions. 

◊ An unusual book, both instructive and narrative. The 
author brings the Battle of Eylau and its forlorn landscape 
to life, intertwining his own memories and reflections into 
the tale. 

◊ The realistic and very visual writing creates a wonderful 
reconstitution of the other-worldly atmosphere, the 
sequence of events and the Pyrrhic victory: readers will 
feel like they are strolling over the battlefield. 

◊ A literary and visual voyage: the book is loaded with 
references, from Kant to Hitchcock via Balzac, Victor 
Hugo and Stanley Kubrick. 

Jean-Paul Kauffmann takes us to the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad, 
wedged between Poland and Lithuania, the site of the Battle of Eylau, one 
of the bloodiest and most mysterious battles of the Napoleonic Wars. A 
journey through both space and time. 

The author/narrator, a history buff with a particular interest in the Napoleonic 
era, convinces his wife and two sons to come with him to Kaliningrad, not far 
from the Eylau battle site, to attend the commemoration ceremony organized in 
honor of the bicentennial of the battle. Alongside the Kauffmann family, readers 
will visit and learn about the intriguing town of Kaliningrad, which was a 
German province before Stalin annexed it in 1945. The Soviets carefully erased 
every trace of the city’s Germanic past. Just a few kilometers from Kaliningrad 
lies the village of Eylau, where Napoleon’s Grand Army lost a great number of 
men in a dreadful battle that took place on February 8, 1807. The carnage was 
such that even Napoleon himself was hard put to claim it as a victory. Based on 
eyewitness accounts by both French and Russian soldiers, Jean-Paul 
Kauffmann describes the bitter clash, which took place in the snow and fog, in 
lively and realistic detail. Kauffmann has a fondness for neglected, out-of-the-
way sites, and the book is filled with fascinating and unusual travel writing 
about a landscape laden with history and shaded with melancholy.  

Jean-Paul Kauffmann is a journalist and a writer. He has had over 20 books 
published, including LA CHAMBRE NOIRE DE LONGWOOD (THE DARK 
ROOM AT LONGWOOD), which won both the Femina Essay Prize and the Roger 
Nimier Prize in 1997, and which was hugely successful in France and many other 
countries.  

« Quand il parle de lui, il parle des autres. Extraordinaire écrivain. C’est 
toujours l’homme désarmé, l’homme nu, l’homme vulnérable qui intéresse 
Kauffmann. » — Journal du Dimanche 

« Alors, récit, promenade historique, reportage? Contrairement à ce que 
redoutait le conférencier intrigué, Outre-terre est surtout un texte 
passionnant, une confidence partagée où le murmure de l’histoire a recouvert 
le fracas de la bataille. » — Télérama 

« Il y a quelque chose d’irréconciliable entre le passé et nous.  Et cette simple 
phrase donne au livre une mélancolie qui nous prend. » — Le Figaro 

« Outre-terre est un livre métaphysique grimé en récit de voyage, une 
reconstitution prétexte au ressassement et un style fluide en guise d’ultime 
élégance, lorsqu’il ne reste plus que cela. » — Le guide culture 

« Malgré l’humour avec lequel l’écrivain relate les reconstitutions de la 
bataille avec des figurants, ce dialogue d’outre-terre serre la gorge entre le 
survivant du Liban, qui s’est senti « inopportun » après sa libération et le 
rescapé d’Eylau, qui préfère in fine retourner chez les morts. » — Lire 
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Dominique Moisi 
LA GÉOPOLITIQUE DES SÉRIES OU LE TRIOMPHE DE 

LA PEUR  
(The Geopolitics Of Series Or The Triumph Of Fear)  

Stock / Media and culture, February 2016, 198 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to Serbia (Clio).  

◊ Rights under option in Albania, China, Italy, Japan, 
Korea, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, UK, Ukraine and 
USA 

◊ A trailblazing book, a bright analysis by one of the most 
renowned political scientists in the world. 

This is the first book to explain the emotions of the world through TV 
series.  

After 11th September 2011 geopolitics invaded real life, and also invaded our 
imaginations. TV series became political as well as cultural references. Thanks 
to their intuitive power screenwriters became the most perceptive analysts of 
today’s world – and perhaps of our future. What do they see in societies across 
the world? Fear of dictatorship and barbarity in Game of Thrones, of the collapse 
of democracy in House of Cards, of terrorism in Homeland, of a paralysed society 
in Engrenages (Spiral), of a disappearing world in Downton Abbey. Finally fear of 
the Russian threat in Occupied.  

These series create a tidal wave around the world: Barack Obama is gripped by 
every season of Game of Thrones; the actor who plays the butler Carson in 
Downton Abbey was mobbed by Asian tourists when on holiday sailing on the 
Mekong... As to ISIS terrorists, they seem to invite us to watch the next episode 
as they stage their massacres... 

Dominique Moïsi is the author, among other works, of LA GÉOPOLITIQUE 
DE L’ÉMOTION, which was translated into over 20 languages. A founding member of 
the French Institute of International Relations, he is a Visiting professor at Harvard 
University and at King’s College, London. He is also a columnist for Financial Times, Les 
Echos and Ouest-France. 
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Bernard Moinier & Olivier Weller 
LE SEL DANS L’ANTIQUITÉ OU LES CRISTAUX 

D’APHRODITE 
(Salt in Ancient Times, or Aphrodite’s Crystals) 

Belles Lettres, September 2015, 372 pages  

 

◊ What point in common can there possibly be between the 
goddess Aphrodite and ham preservation, a rose perfume 
and livestock feeding, the mummification of a human body 
and a gingival paste?  

◊ Salt, according to Pliny the Elder, was “essential for 
maintaining life.” 

In benefiting from this review of Antiquity’s literatures enriched by the 
findings of archaeology and epigraphy, we can easily concur with Pliny’s 
opinion that salt is essential to life 

Among the Ancients, salt was mainly used as a powerful mediator. This 
attribute was due to its divine nature. The best illustrations of it were provided 
by Homer when he has Achilles and Patroclus in camp sprinkling their 
brochettes, or by Hesiod, according to whom Aphrodite was born from the salt 
produced by the crystallisation of Uranos’ sperm. A mineral substance endowed 
with the power of dissolving in water and reappearing in the form of crystals 
(evaporation), salt renders the various rituals or practices in which it is used 

sacred: the salt of the Covenant and its use in religious offerings among the 
Hebrews, table salt for ser- mons and refreshments among the Greeks, etc. 

Moreover, salt was used as a bond of friendship, as exemplified by a proverb 
cited by Aristotle and Cicero, which later would inspire a French writer to say: 
“Before you make a friend eat a bushel of salt with him.” �The transversal 
approach of this volume gives us a panoramic view of salt in ancient times, 
which was regarded as a symbol of life in each of the cultures which helped to 
shape the Roman Empire, while the diversity of its uses lends these pages a 
special flavour. 

Bernard Moinier is a consultant, he spent 25 years in the salt-mining industry. 
He published SEL ET SOCIÉTÉ (Nathan, 1997). 

Olivier Weller is a CNRS researcher in archaeology whose specialty is the 
mining and uses of salt in ancient societies. He published HOMMES ET PAYSAGES 
DU SEL (co-authored by J.-C. Hocquet and A. Malpica), Actes Sud, 2001. 
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INVESTIGATIONS	 /	 TRUE	 STORIES	 /	
MEMOIRS	

Benedetta Blancato 
ENFER FASHION  

(Fashion Hell) 
Calmann Levy, January 2016, 250 pages 

 
◊ In a close examination of the upheavals of the fashion 

industry on the international level, Benedetta Blancato 
gives us a scathing portrait of the world of modeling 
agencies, where moral harassment is the norm and 
financial stakes the bottom line.  

◊ Backed by a wealth of testimonials, the author breaks the 
law of silence to throw devastating light on the sprawling 
world of fashion. 

Former agent for a major Parisian modeling agency, Benedetta Blancato 
delves into the cutthroat world of fashion where young girls’ bodies are 
seen as mere objects to be sold to the highest bidder. 

 

Indeed, during the frenzy of Fashion Week, thousands of apprentice teenage 
models, seeking fleeting glory and rarely informed of their rights, are subject to 
enormous amounts of pressure and barely legal work practices. Bookers, busy 
kowtowing to powerful untouchable clients, are utterly indifferent to their 
plight. The waltz of models from Kiev to Paris and the financial interests of 
major groups guided by capital of often dubious origins are identical, the author 
further proves. 

The occasional scandal that comes to light in a business that dispassionately 
trades the bodies of young women is the mere tip of the iceberg.  

Benedetta Blancato is a fashion journalist. She makes regular contributions to 
Stylist, Lui, Les Inrocks, Vice Italie, Snatch, and Marie Claire Italie. Fashion Hell is her 
first book. 
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Victoire Maçon Dauxerre 
JAMAIS ASSEZ MAIGRE  

(No Such Thing as Too Thin 

Journal of a Supermodel) 
Les Arènes, January 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ The uplifting story of a young woman who has chosen to 
embrace life. 

◊ The author lives in London. She speaks fluently English. 

◊ A hard-hitting exposé of the hidden face of fashion. 

◊ A book that explains how it is possible to fall into the 
spiral of anorexia. 

Former model Victoire Maçon Dauxerre’s account of the hidden face of 
fashion and her path to recovery from anorexia:  

In the summer of her 17th year, she became a model. Six months later, she 
participated in a fashion show in New York and became part of the highly 
select circle of the 20 most in-demand supermodels in the world. 

But her dream ultimately led to anorexia and to hospital. 

We follow her as she strives to become ever thinner and we witness the 
psychological brainwashing meted out by the fashion executives and the 
photographers, who never cease to remind her that food is her enemy. 

Victoire Maçon Dauxerre was born in Paris in 1992. She is currently studying 
drama at an English school and learning her trade as an actress. 
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Caroline Boudet 
LA VIE RÉSERVE DES SURPRISES  

(Her Name is Louise) 
Fayard, February 2016, 125 pages 

 

◊ The story of a mother firmly-rooted in supposed normality, 
whose child had just smashed her certainties and horizons 
to pieces.  

◊ A genuine ode to human difference. 

In June 2015, the heartfelt appeal of Louise’s mother was heard around 
the world. Her story is that of a birth unlike most others and an unexpected 
encounter.  

 “Look closely, she’s my daughter. Her name is Louise. She is four months old. 
She has two arms and two legs, loveable fat cheeks, and an extra chromosome. 
So listen, next time you meet another Louise, don’t ask the child’s mother 
whether or not the chromosome had been ‘detected during pregnancy.’ Either it 
was, and the decision to ‘keep the child’ was a conscious choice, or it wasn’t, 
and it was a surprise, plain and simple. And don’t follow up with ‘but she is 
your baby, nevertheless.’ No. She is my baby, period. And ‘nevertheless’ is not a 
very nice moniker. I much prefer the name Louise. […].” 

Caroline Boudet is thirty-six. She is a journalist and the mother of two, Paul, 
who is 4, and Louise, her infant daughter with Down Syndrome. 

E ́lisabeth Brousse  
DANCEFLOOR THÉRAPIE  

(Dancefloor Therapy) 
Michel Lafon, January 2016, 304 pages 

 

◊ High-energy writing and darkly violent humor, for a 
bracingly modern book. 

◊ A moving portrayal of a young woman using an unusual 
and funny way to fight for life.  

The heart-breaking yet hilarious personal account of a 31-year-old single 
woman for whom thyroid  cancer is just one of her problems.   

The story of a woman with a strong character who, when she receives a cancer 
diagnosis, decides to overthrow her straight and narrow life, filling it to the 
brim with parties and drinking, the better to reinvent herself. � 

Elizabeth Bush won the literary award “e-aufeminin writing”. Based on her 
own experience of the experience, DANCEFLOOR THERAPY is her first 
book. �Executive assistant in a fire station the day, Elisabeth Brousse is the queen of the 
dancefloor at night and during weekends. When she learns she has thyroid cancer, there 
is only one solution: deny. � 

« Très émouvant... On a envie de danser du début à la fin. » — Tatiana de 
Rosnay  
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Nora Fraisse 
MARION, 13 ANS POUR TOUJOURS  

(Marion Forever Thirteen) 
Calmann-Lévy, January 2015, 192 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Russia (AST). 

◊ More than 80,000 copies sold in France! 

◊ French sales: � Paperback edition (LGF), Book-club edition 
(GLM), Option on TV adaptation rights (Europacorp). 

◊ The present book is a call for vigilance and for concrete 
action, against moral harassment in school. 

◊ It is also a personal response, the voice of a mother 
speaking to a daughter, her daughter, who committed 
suicide.  

“I am writing this book for you, to tell you how much I regret the future you 
will not be sharing with us. I am writing this book so that your death will 
help others, so that bullying at school will be taken seriously, so that no 
child will ever want to put a stop to life, forever.” 

Marion Fraisse was a good student. She was cheerful, engaging and 
openhearted with a bright future ahead of her. She lived with her parents and 
her brother and sister in the suburbs of Paris. She had a happy home life and 

dreamed of becoming an architect. On February 13, 2013, at the age of thirteen, 
she committed suicide by hanging herself with a scarf in her bedroom. She left a 
note behind for her classmates, explaining that this time the insults and violence 
had gone too far, a poignantly truthful letter in which the teenager is almost 
apologetic: “I guess I wasn’t able to tell you how heavy-hearted it all made me, 
but I’m doing it now, though my heart has stopped beating.” 

Could this terrible loss of life have been avoided? Nora Fraisse, Marion’s 
mother, is convinced it could have been. Nora Fraisse’s ordeal kindled an urge 
to write, and denounce society’s blind- ness to the growing phenomenon of 
bullying at school, worsened by social networks. Her testimony is a call for 
vigilance and for concrete action, but it is also a personal response, the voice of 
a mother speaking to her daughter. 

Nora Fraisse decided to try to understand, at all costs, how her daughter could 
have chosen to take her own life. She decided to write it all down, to denounce society’s 
collective negligence in the face of the growing phenomenon of bullying at school, fueled 
and made worse—and at times even tragic—by social networks.  
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Morgane Seliman 
L’AMOUR MIS À MORT  

(Love Put to Death) 
XO, April 2015, 240 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Poland (Amber) and Germany (Lübbe). 

◊ 5 reprints (22,000 copies!) 

◊ According to the UN, one woman over three is a victim of 
domestic violence. 

◊ Today in a shocking book, Morgane Seliman tells her 
story: the craziness, the violence, the imprisonment. She 
wants to speak for all those who haven’t yet found the 
courage to do so, to explain how, with help from 
associations, she was able to escape from hell. 

The moving testimony of Morgan, a victim of domestic violence. 

He called her “my love” and told her she was the most beautiful of all women. 
At 24 years old Morgane had finally found love. She was convinced: no other 
man could love her as much. They lived their love affair at 100 mph. Soulmates, 
Bonnie and Clyde... until the day that Morgane discovers she is pregnant. 
Rather than rejoice, her partner seems indifferent. He tells her it is her choice: 
keep the baby or abort. In reality, he finds Morgan’s decision to become a 

mother unbearable. At their son’s birth his gaze becomes crazy, hard. He 
becomes more and more violent. 

He decides to make Morgane his slave. He blames her for everything, hits her 
daily. Soon he plans his “punishments” in in terrifying countdown. Morgan 
plunges into hell, unable to react. One Sunday he beats her up in front of their 
son. This time she feels as though he could kill her. After four years under his 
control she finally finds the courage to call the police and turn in her torturer. 
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Vincent Boqueho 
TOUTE LA PHYSIQUE À PORTÉE DE MAIN  

(All Physics At Your Fingertips)  
Dunod, March 2016, 544 pages 

 

◊ Why do we not pass through the floor? What is the shape 
of the Universe? Can you go faster than light? 

This book answers these questions and many others. No prerequisite is 
required: the physical fundamentals of the simplest phenomena as of the 
more complex are clearly explained, without resorting to mathematical 
tools: all formulas are concentrated in boxes for those who prefer them to 
a long explanation.  

The main areas of physics are addressed and linked: mechanics, 
thermodynamics, electromagnetism, optics, quantum physics, relativity... They 
are illustrated by many examples of applications in everyday life: GPS, laser, 
3D glasses... The latest advances are presented: quantum computing, quantum 
vacuum, the Higgs boson, cosmic backgrounds, extrasolar planets... 

SupAero engineer by training, doctor of Astrophysics, Vincent Boqueho is an 
associate in Physical Sciences and teaches at Les Eucalyptus High School in Nice. 

 

Alain R. Meunier & Abderrazak El Albani, & Roberto 
Macchiarelli 

AUX ORIGINES DE LA VIE. UNE NOUVELLE HISTOIRE 
DE L’ÉVOLUTION 

(The Origins Of Life. Investigating An Extraordinary Discovery) 
Dunod, March 2016, 256 pages 

 

This book tells the adventures of explorers of a particular kind: intrepid 
geologists, who have gone to Africa to gather samples of ancient 
sediments, and who go back in Time to reveal and astounding discovery.  

Fossils of cellular structures, over 2 billion years old, that have questioned the 
entire history accepted so far of theemergence of life on Earth! How did these 
researchers, led by Abderrazak El Albani, make this discovery? 

Abderrazak El Albani is a geologist at the University of Poitiers.  Roberto 
Macchiarelli works at the Geosciences Department at the University of Poitiers. Alain 
R. Meunier is a geologist at the University of Poitiers. 
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Pierre Binetruy 
À LA POURSUITE DES ONDES GRAVITATIONNELLES  

Tracking The Gravitational Waves 
Dunod, June 2015, 256 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Mainland China and Japan. 

We are accustomed to observing the light of the stars to understand the 
Universe. Yet it is not the most present radiation in the Universe, it is what 
we first identified because our eyes are “light detectors.” However, 
movement in the Universe is caused by gravity not light.  

It is, therefore, the associated radiation called gravitational waves that is of 
primary importance in the understanding of how the Universe works. Scientists 
very recently have succeeded in developing instruments which make it possible 
to detect this radiation. This book describes the techniques and concepts at 
work and gives an account of the race that laboratories world-wide are in to 
understand this gravitational Universe that is opening up to us. 

Pierre Binétruy is head of research in the Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology 
laboratory (APC) of the University of Paris Diderot. 

 

Aurélien Barrau 
BIG BANG ET AU-DELÀ.  

LES NOUVEAUX HORIZONS DE L’UNIVERS 
(Big Bang And Beyond. The New Horizons Of The Universe) 

Dunod January 2016, 176 pages, – 2nd edition 

 

Modern science has revolutionized our understanding of the universe. In 
this short essay, Aurélien Barrau sets out, in simple terms, the cosmos in 
the perspective of today’s physics and invites the reader to an excursion, 
mixing science and philosophy, which visits one after the other the pillars 
and enigmas of the Big Bang.  

Going beyond the standard models, Barrau plunges into the heart of multiple 
universes and the "pre- Big Bang". This new and enriched edition is updated 
with the latest discoveries of the satellite Planck.  

Aurélien Barrau is teacher at the University Joseph Fourier (Grenoble), 
researcher at the subatomic physics' and cosmology laboratory of the CNRS and 
member of the Institute of France. 
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Jean-Pierre Mégnin  
LA FAUNE DES CADAVRES  

APPLICATION DE L'ENTOMOLOGIE À LA MÉDECINE 
LÉGALE 

(The fauna of dead bodies: Applying Entomology to Forensic Medicine) 
Belles Lettres/Klincksieck, November 2015, 186 pages 

 

◊ Reads like a novel. 

What insects profit from crime? A new illustrated edition of the seminal 
treatise on forensic entomology. 

In the first half of this ground-breaking treatise, entomologist Jean-Pierre 
Mégnin (1828–1905) provides an easily accessible summary of fifteen years of 
studies on the dating of a subject’s death based on observation of the latter’s 
cadavre, which numerous insect “squads” have visited at regular successive 
intervals. We thus follow, along with the author, the main phases of the 
invasion and destruction of the host by its “guests.” Such phases are 
enlightening from the dual vantage point of zoology and forensic science. 

The second half of the book includes nineteen forensic observations made by 
the author and a few other naturalists, which constitute excellent application 
examples. The book is illustrated with a dozen watercolours painted by Xavier 
Carteret as part of our edition. 

Jean-Pierre Mégnin (1828–1905), a French veterinarian and entomologist, 
specialises in the observation of necrophagous insects, the study of which makes it 
possible to date a subject’s death. He became President of the Entomological Society of 
France in 1879 and a member of the French Academy of Medicine in 1893. He also 
headed the Zoological Society of London in 1885. His notable works published between 
1880 and 1906 include: MALADIES PARASITAIRES CHEZ L’HOMME ET LES 
ANIMAUX DOMESTIQUES, LES INSECTES BUVEURS DE SANG and La 
FAUNE DES TOMBEAUX, prelude to the present work. 
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Nicolas De Barry 
101 PARFUMS A DECOUVRIR  

(101 Perfumes To Discover) 
Dunod October 2014, 224 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Hong Kong, Macao, Mainland China and 
Taiwan. 

◊ Each perfume is presented in a two-page spread 
monograph illustrated with a high-quality image of each 
perfume and practical information about its olfactory 
pyramid, its range, and its brand.  

A perfume is a scent, a wake, an image, a story, a message, a bottle, a 
name. It is also a world of emotions. This little guide presents 101 
perfumes that one should experience in one’s life.  

Far from being a catalogue, it reflects the author's personal subjective choice. 
Better than anyone else, De Barry relates with emotion and sometimes humour, 
the history, anecdotes, joy and pleasure surrounding each perfume, as well as 
the thread that links it to fashion, the choice of a star to represent a particular 
fragrance, the sensorial perception of a bottle (for one sees before smelling). 

Nicolas de Barry is a perfume maker. He is also the author of several books on 
perfumery. 
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Raphaël Haumont 
LE PETIT CHIMISTE (GOURMAND) EN CUISINE  

(The Little Gourmet Chemist In The Kitchen)  
Dunod, March 2016, 144 pages, 2nd edition 

 

Professor Raphaël Haumont, a specialist in the sciences of cuisine, 
inspired by a chef, Thierry Marx, a heavyweight in the kitchen, presents 
even more delicious little experiments to do in the kitchen.  

For each one, scientific explanations are given: do and observe... and taste! 
How to make magic with a cake? How to make fruits sparkle? How to make 
choux pastry even puffier? How to make homemade chewing gum? This new 
edition contains 7 new recipes and more sweet cakes recipes to try. 

Raphaël Haumont is lecturer and researcher in physical chemistry of materials 
at the University Paris Sud. He is head of the academic chair “Cuisine of the Future”. 
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Alexandre Vingtier 
120 RHUMS. LES CLASSIQUES, LES ÉTOILES 

MONTANTES ET LES PERLES RARES  
(120 Rums. The Essential, The Rising Stars And The Rare Pearls) 

Dunod, March 2016, 264 pages 

 

◊ Rights on the previous edition sold to: Mainland China and 
Czech Republic. 

◊ This selection, mixing the essential rums, the new rising 
stars and some very rare pearls, will allow you to do or 
refine your education.  

◊ Through the pages and the bottles, the author invites with 
passion to discover distilleries, men and traditions that 
make rum, its styles and flavours diversity and also its 
history and its creation methods.  

◊ In addition to a photo of the bottle of the rum that is 
discussed, each double page presents the region and the 
producers, and explains why the author chose it. 

Often relegated to a role as a cocktail ingredient, rum has inthe past few 
years attracted an increasing number of enthusiasts that are interested in 
its diversity of taste.  

This guide, the first handbook on Rums presents 120 bottles that everyone 
should have tasted at least once in his life. Whites, amber coloured or olds, these 
rums come from the whole world and all have a history to tell. There are not 
many competing works and there are no guides of this type that deal with 
bottles and producers. The other books on rum deal with the history of rum, 
cocktails, or techniques but never brands much less bottles both of which are of 
more interest to knowledgeable consumers and professionals.  

Alexandre Vingtier is an internationally acclaimed spirit and alcohol expert. 
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Valentine Tibère 
101 CHOCOLATS À DÉCOUVRIR  

(101 Chocolates To Discover)  
Dunod, October 2014, 224 pages 

 

◊ This guide presents a selection of 101 chocolates made by 
chocolatiers, mainly French, Swiss and Belgian, as much 
discoveries as the author’s favorites.  

◊ The details of region, soil, and growing methods along with 
many anecdotes, legends and information about chocolate 
are given for each one. 

Like great wines, chocolates have their “grands crus.” A new generation of 
chocolatiers is keeping alive the spirit of the past to make chocolate, using 
only the best cocoa beans that combines finesse and subtlety.  

Often carrying the name of the plantation, as a wine does its domain, these 
cocoa beans come from Africa (Cameroon, Madagascar), Central America 
(Honduras, Mexico, Panama), South America (Ecuador, Brazil), the Caribbean 
(Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago), Asia and Ocea- nia (Philippines, Vietnam).  

The work of chocolatiers makes it possible to present the cocoa bean at its best 
and to appreciate its spicy aromas: toasted, fruity, vegetal or floral.  

Valentine Tibere is a journalist, writer, and “chocolatologist”. Member of the 
Chocolate Crunchers Association and expert at Chocolate University, she is the co-

author of Larousse du Chocolat (with Pierre Hermé) and the author of THE ROADS 
OF CHOCOLATE: MEXICO. Tibere is also Latin America’s Ambassadress at Salon 
du Chocolat, Paris. 

Nicolas de Barry is a perfume maker. He is also the author of several books on 
perfumery, including DES PARFUMS À FAIRE SOI MÊME, L’ABC- DAIRE DES 
PARFUMS, L’INDE DES PARFUMS. He also organizes workshops for students of 
Ecoles de parfumerie et de cosmétique. 
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PHILOSOPHY	&	RELIGION	&	
SPIRITUAL	LIFE	

Commentaries by Jacques Trémolet de Villers 

JEANNE D’ARC, LE PROCÈS DE ROUEN 
(Joan of Arc, The Rouen Trial 21 February–30 May 1431)  

Belles Lettres, January 2016, 320 pages (2nd print) 

 
◊ Reliving the trial which sentenced “The Maid of Orleans”. 

◊ The full transcript of the trial – the only testimony which 
allows us to truly understand Joan’s character – has been 
meticulously formulated on the basis of authentic 
documents (the minutes conserved in Latin and in French), 
authenticated by the most reliable sources, and 
supplemented by depositions from the nullification trial. 

On 21 February 1431, one of the most fascinating and decisive trials in all 
history began: that of Joan of Arc.  Less than one hundred days later, this 
young girl of 19, allegedly illiterate, subject to hallucinations and a heretic, 
would be condemned to be burned alive. 

From the very first interrogation, the judges hammered away at her, determined 
to bring her to her knees. �Even as she spoke her first words, Joan, standing 

alone at the bar, foiled the traps laid by the clergymen and prosecutors. Her 
tone of voice was so carefree, witty, and full of humour, that the power of her 
sincerity caught them off guard. 

The voices – since they were what would determine her fate – echoed through 
the courtroom. 

For the next one hundred days, an eternal fight for truth played out in this cold 
courtroom. Jacques Trémolet de Villers, a litigator in some of the most 
noteworthy political trials of the last decades, decrypts the words exchanged 
and gives us his voice-off, day-by-day commentary. He brings the reader into 
the courtroom, clarifies each party’s convictions, and above all so intimately 
conveys Joan’s incredible courage, that we actually fear the outcome. 

“Here is a book to read urgently” — Le Figaro Littéraire  

“Precious historical document, this beautiful book is also apolitical and 
spiritual lesson” — Le Figaro Magazine 
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Serge Lafitte 
LA BIBLE ET LE CORAN  

(The Bible and the Coran) 
Presses de la Renaissance, November 2015, 165 pages 

	

◊ A clear and reader-friendly book that goes back to the 
roots of the three monotheistic religions by exploring their 
founding texts. 

◊ A historical, cultural and spiritual synthesis that aims at 
clarifying the links between three holy books and three 
traditions. 

In a reader-friendly approach and using historical, linguistic textual 
exegesis the author underlines the similarities and differences all three 
religions have, based on the Bible, the Coran and the Torah. 

Where do the Old Testament, the New Testament and the Coran come from? What 
do these three books, which are sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims 
contain? Who wrote them? For what purpose? How did they reach us? Who 
were Moses, Jesus and Mahomed? What role do these “Holy Books” play in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam? What do they have in common? What are 
their differences? 

These are the questions – which interest both believers and sceptics – that 
Serge Lafitte, a renowned specialist in monotheistic religions, answers by 
presenting the founding texts and their histories. 

A journalist specialised in the field of religion, Serge Lafitte, a frequent 
contributor to Le Monde des religions, is the author of many books, including MAHOMET 
ET L’ISLAM DES ORIGINES (Plon, 2006) and CHIITES ET SUNNITES (Plon, 
2007; new edition Presses de la Renaissance). 
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Bernard Lecomte 
DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DU PAPE 

(A Pope Lover’s Dictionary) 
Plon, March 2016, 640 pages  

 
◊ From the Avignon popes to those of Rome, from the fight 

against heresies to the struggle for temporal power, an 
original and passionate ABC of the oldest institutions on 
Earth: the papacy. 

Bernard Lecomte, an insider who knows all the secrets and arcane lore of 
the Vatican, gives readers an original and eye-opening tour behind the 
scenes of the Roman Curia. At a time when Pope Francis is immensely 
popular, a dictionary that fondly portrays all those who preceded him on 
the throne of Saint Peter. 

The history of the papacy as it has never been told! After spending more than 
ten years exploring the secrets of the Vatican, the journalist Bernard Lecomte 
takes us on an incredible ride into the heart of the largest and oldest institution 
in the world, the Catholic Church. In two thousand years, it has been led by 
some 266 popes. From Saint Peter to Pope Francis, these diverse characters – 
saints, martyrs, heroes, warlords, geniuses, cowards, tyrants, hedonists – 
embodied the Gospel, transmitted divine revelation, battled heresies, conquered 
territories, launched the Crusades, crowned emperors, inspired artists, resisted 
progress, preserved peace, caused controversy, and more. 

In his journalistic career BERNARD LECOMTE has worked at La Croix, 
L’Express and the Figaro Magazine, where he was editor in chief. Reporting on the 
Vatican down through the years, he developed a passion for the subject, on which he has 
written several reference books, including a biography of John Paul II (Gallimard), as 
well as LES SECRETS DU VATICAN (The Secrets of the Vatican) and LES 
DERNIERS SECRETS DU VATICAN (The Latest Secrets of the Vatican), both for 
Perrin.  
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François Vayne	
MERCI FRANÇOIS  
(Thank You Francois !) 

 Presses de la Renaissance, March 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ Through interviews and anecdotes, the author also 
recounts the Vatican atmosphere, and the sometimes tense 
relationships between a progressive and merciful pope, and 
a hierarchical and often conservative Church institution. 

◊ A journalist and the communication manager of the Holy 
Sepulcher in the Vatican, François Vayne has followed the 
steps of pope Francis since 2013, whom he met personally 
a few times. 

Three years after the election of pope Francis, François Vayne journalist in 
the Vatican, draws the unprecedented portrait of this revolutionary 
supreme pontiff and his unrelenting concern for mercy.  

On March the 13th 2016, as the 3rd anniversary of his election will be 
celebrated, Vayne draws an exhaustive portrait of this progressive pope, 
unveiling the evolutions he triggered in fields as diverse as family, international 
diplomacy, the unity of the Christian community, the interreligious dialog, and 
many other. Thus showing that the 266th successor of Saint Peter - with mercy 
always in mind - is determined to elevate the Catholic Church up to the 
Scriptures’ expectations.	

A journalist and the Communications Manager of the Holy Sepulcher in the 
Vatican, an institution in charge of supporting the Christians of the Holy Land and of 
the Middle-East, former Communications manager of Lourdes’Sanctuaries, François 
Vayne is the author of numerous books, including: 15 days of prayer with Mary, and 15 
days of prayer with Saint Bernadette, as well as John-Paul II, and the youth : World 
Youth Days.  
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Claire Marie 
COMMENT JE SUIS DEVENUE CHAMANE  

(Becoming A Shaman) 
Fayard, January 2016, 266 pages 

	
	

◊ A clinical psychologist discovers shamanism and decides to 
use it in therapeutic practice. 

◊ The very personal journey of a woman who managed to 
conciliate her Cartesian mindset with her sensitivity to the 
world of spirits. 

◊ Extracst from therapeutic sessions both ordinary and 
upsetting where the term “ loss of soul” is brightly 
highlighting. 

First occidental woman to become a Shaman, the psychologist Claire 
Marie unveils her initiation to shamanistic practices and demonstrates how 
useful it can be in today’s world 

Claire Marie is a hospital psychologist specialized in pain management. Her 
encounter, five years ago, with the Nahuatl Mexican tradition of medicine 
would transform her vision of life and her practice as a psychologist. She had 
always sensed that her body was a vehicle for messages, that it contained an 
energy she didn’t understand. Her initiation to shamanistic practices would 
allow her to enter the world of spirits, to commune with the trees, to talk to the 

elements and to visit the star Sirius, no less! 
From the viewpoint of a trained psychologist poking fun at her own improbable 
experiences, she gives us a humorous account of her spiritual journey. Indeed, 
during strange ceremonies Claire Marie can perform spirit retrieval, in a mere 
few sessions at times, and determine, through her shamanic abilities, what 
traditional analysis takes years to identify and seldom treats. 

Claire Marie, psychologist based in England, works at a hospital and has a 
private practice. She became a shaman five years ago. Becoming a Shaman is her first 
book. 
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PSYCHOLOGY	&	MEDECINE	&	SELF-
HELP	

Jacques de Coulon & Micheline Flak 
LE MANUEL DU YOGA A L’ÉCOLE.  
DES ENFANTS QUI RÉUSSISSENT  

(A Textbook For Yoga In School: Helping Children To Succeed)  
Payot, February 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ This book contains 27 illustrated yoga exercises (breathing 
together, a brief salutation to schoolwork, correct standing 
pose, relaxing your hands, mindful breathing, the wind 
blowing away the clouds, and more) that are easy to do in 
class. 

How can children do well in school without getting stressed out? Despite 
its apparent simplicity, this is a practice that offers tremendous benefits to 
children and teens: self-confidence, attention to others, emotional stability, 
ability to concentrate, creativity and more.  

Well-being, success and yoga mindset for a whole new way of life. 

Jacques de Coulon is a philosopher. His life path has led him to to spiritual 
masters from different practices. He combines philosophical reflection with the practice 
of meditation and personal development. He has written a number of books published by 
Payot, including IMAGINE-TOI DANS LA CAVERNE DE PLATON (“PICTURE 
YOURSELF IN PLATO’S CAVE”, 2015). 

Micheline Flak, who has been teaching for 37 years, introduced yoga to Lycée 
Condorcet in Paris in 1973. She and Jacques de Coulon co-founded a teacher-training 
organization called RYE (for Research into Yoga for Education). 
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Professeur Hugues Duffau 
L’ERREUR DE BROCA 

(The Secret Of Human Intelligence) 
Michel Lafon, January 2016, 288 pages 

 

◊ Pioneer in neurosurgery, the author looks back over his 
path full of pitfalls in a book that the reads as a novel. 

◊ The visionary surgeon’s fight against medical conservatism. 

◊ A text full of hope and energy, explaining a scientific and 
spectacular technique but also describing some of the most 
spectacular cases the Professor Duffau has treated. 

 
In this science-popularization book, the author offers a new vision of the 
brain, bringing hope to the patients and innovation to the medical world. 

 
Initially criticized for his use of awake brain surgery, Professor Duffau is now 
acclaimed worldwide and seen as an authority on that spectacular technique, 
which involves removing patients’tumors without putting them to sleep. 
Through his operations and analyses of neuron connections, he has been able to 
demonstrate that not only is the brain capable of regenerating itself through 
neuroplasticity, its areas are not at all static. They intercommunicate, adapt and 
reorganize themselves depending on the patient’s experience or pathology. 

Although it was previously thought that a patient suffering from a brain lesion 
in what is known as Broca’s area would no longer be able to speak or would 
suffer from serious dysfunctions, the brain has been shown to rebuild 
connections to enable the transmission of messages.  

That has enabled the professor to operate on patients with serious tumors while 
still preserving their quality of life, judgement or talent for painting or dancing. 
Professor Duffau looks back over the most spectacular cases he has treated, as 
well as the promising potential of his work on the treatment of autism, epilepsy 
and certain mental disorders.  

 Professor Hugues Duffau is a brain surgeon. He leads the Department of 
Neurosurgery at the University Hospital Center of Montpellier, France, and specializes 
in operations on brain tumors (glioma) and awake brain surgery. Winner of the Herbet 
Olivecrona medal (the equivalent of the Novel Prize for Medicine), his operations and 
initiatives all over the world are the subject of international conferences and papers in 
distinguished scientific journals, such as Brain, Science, etc. 
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Frédéric Lenoir 
LA PUISSANCE DE LA JOIE  

(The Power Of Joy)  
Fayard, October 2015, 216 pages 

 

◊ Romanian rights sold to Philobia. 

◊ Joy, you say, what do you mean? 

◊ What’s the difference between joy, pleasure, and 
happiness? 

◊ Are there different kinds of joy? 

◊ Can we learn to be joyful, or is it pretty much a question of 
disposition and genes?  

◊ Can joy be felt alongside suffering and sadness? 

In the present philosophical essay, Frédéric Lenoir looks for answers and 
refers to three basic forms of joy: the joy of living, the joy of being oneself, 
and the joy of being connected to the world and to others. 

Through numerous concrete examples, as well as his own experience, Lenoir 
compiles a list of different kinds of joy: the joy of creating, making progress, and 
fulfillment; the joy of loving, possessing, and contemplating. In so doing, he 
demonstrates that though joy is involuntary and cannot be imposed, it is 
contingent to a particular environment, one that we owe to ourselves to 

promote by taking part willingly and being grateful in life, by opening our 
hearts, by staying in tune to our feelings, and by being attentive to others and to 
the world around us... 

Philosopher and a sociologist Frédéric Lenoir is an associate researcher at the 
Ecole de hautes etudes en sciences sociales (EHESS). He is also the author of numerous 
essays and novels that have been translated into over twenty languages, including his 
best-selling DU BONHEUR (Fayard, 2013), 300,000 copies sold in France. 
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Aymeric Patricot 
LES VIES ENCHANTÉES 

ENQUÊTE SUR LE BONHEUR  
(Enchanted Lives, Investigating Happiness) 

Plein Jour, January 2016, 224 pages 

 

◊ Whether bravely or lazily and through dissipation, 
dilution, opposition…there are many ways to find 
happiness. 

◊ A very humble writing, bringing upbeat outlook. 

◊ The portrait of ordinary people that managed to find 
happiness such as a gardener, a father, a militant, a maniac 
and many others.  

◊ A profoundly humane and indulgent book, with a seriously 
upbeat outlook. 

The author chronicles some life stories about both ordinary people and 
famous writers, defining subjective happiness, which is totally free of 
philosophical doctrines. 

Enchanting lives, paradoxical happiness, every person Aymeric Patricot  met 
for this book has reached an extraordinary goal : be happy. Yet those persons 

are exactly like everybody. Their secret has been to focus on what they really 
enjoy in life.  

A detail can be contaminating but it can also fill life. Whether Camille who is 
delighted with her garden, or Jodie filled with anger or Denis who is satisfied 
with his cynisism ; whether the foolish guy, the gentle  woman, the night bird ; 
or even writers such as Montaigne and Céline, Proust and Beauvoir, none outer 
satisfaction would have permit them to feel accomplished: they had to do it by 
themselves. Aymeric Patricot, in this new investigation that is also a happiness 
treaty, describes with both humor and admiration all the methods they have 
used.  

Aymeric Patricot was born in 1975. Teacher of literature, he writes both novels 
and essays. His last novel I LED MY PEOPLE INTO THIS was published by Anne 
Carrière.  

« Les vies enchantées est le livre qui va à contre-courant de ceux qui nous 
expliquent comment être heureux. Et c’est en cela que sa démarche résonne. 
À travers ces témoins qui forcent l’admiration, Aymeric Patricot exprime un 
regard joyeux, réel et inattendu sur le bonheur, avec un souci de véracité qui 
rendra service au lecteur en quête de bonheur. » — Metro news 

« Quoi de plus déprimant que les traités sur le bonheur? On oscille entre 
copie de bac philo et manuel de développement personnel. Saluons donc le 
dernier livre d'Aymeric Patricot, qui renouvelle le genre en présentant une 
série de témoignages d'anonymes sur ce qui leur procure du bonheur dans la 
vie. Concept tout simple, mais diablement efficace. »— L’Express 
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ILLUSTRATED	

Florence Besson, Eva Amor & Claire Steilein 
Illustrations by Sophie Griotto 

 L’AMOUR À LA PARISIENNE 
(Love à la parisienne… !) 

Michel Lafon, April 2016, 200 pages 

 

- Passion, without taboos and without ever shrinking back. 
- Multi-faceted women who just want to live fully. 
- Panache and imagination, humour, elegance  

 

Is Paris the capital of love? Are Parisian women queens of the extra-
marital affair…? What if it’s really true? Here is a little guide to the art of 
seduction, love and pleasure – for a single evening or for life… à la 
française! 

The Parisian woman enjoys herself. Yes, she works, she has a busy life and she 
has love problems like everyone else but – a legacy from Madame de 
Pompadour or Ninon de Lenclos – she bounces back with a laugh! Without 
drama or lectures, she just dusts herself off and makes for the next encounter: 

life is an adventure that she lives fully and freely. With roles to try out, and 
fabulous men as companions in the game.  

Eva Amor, a 38-year-old lawyer who spends most of her time giving advice to 
her friends. For her, principles and morality do not come into the picture : the important 
thing is having a good time, for one night or for 10 years. She manages to do it herself - 
magnificently! 

Florence Besson, 40 years old, a journalist for the magazine Elle, she has 
studied in depth – and breadth – the issue of contemporary French women in love : their 
expectations and their idiosyncracies. A long-time expert of good-time relationships, she 
is today just as happy in a relationship – putting her articles to good use ! 

Claire Steinlen, 41 years old. A journalist for the magazine Clés. Being part of 
a couple ? A relationship that lasts and which is still fun ? She has experience of that : 
for 22 years, she has lived the perfect relationship with the same man, with her friends 
asking advice on how she does it. Happiness ? It’s easy : you just have to listen to it !  
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Nicolas Jacquet 
ET LOUIS XIV RÊVA... VERSAILLES  

(Versailles, the Dream of a King) 
Michel Lafon, November 2015, 192 pages 

 

◊ 2015: TERCENTENARY OF LOUIS XIV’S DEATH 

◊ OFFICIAL PARTNERSHIP WITH CANAL + 
(broadcaster and producer of VERSAILLES’ first season, the 
most prestigious TV series in the history of France) 

◊ The launching and broadcasting of Canal + highly 
anticipated TV series Versailles, budgeted at 27 million 
euros (twice the budget of Downton Abbey!). The first two 
episodes were directed by Jalil Lespert (Yves Saint 
Laurent). The visual on the book cover will be based on the 
TV series’, which will be advertised everywhere in France 
from September.  

◊ There is already a significant publishing production on 
Versailles, but none of these are as exhaustive in this price 
range (only short guide books or large and very expensive 
art books). 

Little remains of the Sun King’s private moments. What he left behind is an 
image of grandeur and authority inevitably influenced by the concepts of 
absolute monarchy and military glory. The palace of Versailles is the proof 

and the crown jewel of this incomparable policy, a world where the 
perfection of the arts was put at the service of pure magnificence. And yet 
behind the glowing gold of the Hall of Mirrors hides a different Versailles, 
more intimate, closer to the personality of his master.  

History is filled with images, with paintings and testimonies exposing a new 
perspective on the man Louis XIV was – a man who grew up, and loved, and 
aged between those walls. The life of the Sun King becomes a powerful story, 
an extraordinary historical fresco, from the moment he rose and until he set. 

Richly illustrated, this beautiful book unveils an original, unexpected, long-lost 
Versailles. This three-act adventure takes the reader, as would a play, to unique 
visual ambiances retracing the tastes and loves of the king at different stages of 
his life; explains, too, how this palace has grown to become the great Versailles 
that Louis XIV has bequeathed to posterity. Because this passionate ruler has 
shaped not one, but several successive Versailles: one for young loves and 
parties; another, glimmering, exuberant and baroque, of a thirty-year old king; 
and finally the Versailles of the Marquess of Maintenon, the queen of shadow – 
an ode to eternity. 

Art and architectural historian Nicolas Jacquet is the author of several 
renowned art books, including SECRET AND PECULIAR VERSAILLES, SECRETS 
AND CURIOSITIES OF THE GARDENS OF VERSAILLES, and PRIVATE 
VERSAILLES (éditions Parigramme). 
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