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BEST-SELLERS 

Deutsch, Lorànt: METRONOME 2 (THE PRIVATE LIFE OF PARIS, FROM STREET 
TO STREET) 
(Michel Lafon, September 2016, 410 pages) 
Already 2,500,000 Copies sold! 

Ø Métronome 1, published in 2009, has sold 2,500,000 copies in large format and been 
translated into 22 languages. 

Ø A treasure trove of highly original discoveries and tales that bring to life all the corners and 
secrets of the capital before our eyes. 

Ø A book that is genuinely for every kind of public. It will delight both scholars and neophytes 
with its singular, fascinating tour of Paris over the pages… and promise of walks to come! 

Following the success of Métronome and Hexagone, Lorànt Deutsch returns to Paris to describe the 
very personal history of its streets. 

In METRONOME, Lorànt Deutsch gives us not an ordinary or pompous guide, but he rather shares his 
discoveries that reflect his character: quick, entertaining and unpredictable. Let yourself be amazed by his 
discoveries connected to Paris Métro subway stations, and you will return from your trip wide-eyed and 
delighted by all these things you never suspected. 

In the second volume, this time, we are not exploring subway stations, but the major and minor 
thoroughfares that wrote the city’s history; avenues, boulevards and streets where we wander from one encounter 
to another: a house, a monument, an event, a crime. Life in fact. 

Take the plunge into the vibrant pages of Parisian history. Here, tomorrow’s art is being created; there, 
revolution is being planned; somewhere else, a scientist springs bleach upon the public; in yet another place, a 
gardener unwittingly invents Paris mushrooms. Words make their appearance throughout and you can find out 
about their Parisian origin: guillemets (quotation marks), argot (slang), égout (sewer), mégoter (to skimp)… Not 
to mention the rather sinful papal ‘week of four Thursdays’! 

You will not be meeting many powerful lords on these streets, though. It is the Paris of the people, of all 
the women and men who gave it its magic and soul. 

Lorànt Deutsch, actor on stage and on TV, keen student of history, and more recently a writer, is a 
hopeless lover of Paris.  

Rights sold to: Germany (Ullstein), Italy (Ippocampo), Netherlands (Thomas Rapp), Sweden (Bucket 
List), Lituania (UAB Media Group), Japan (Shinyusha), Korea (Joogang Books), Chinese simplified (Shanghai 
Translation Publishing House) Chinese complex (Business Weekly Publishing House) Russia (Veche), & US 
(St. Martin Press) 

“Passionnant!” ParuVendu 

“Un guide ludique, qui regorge d’anecdotes sur les trésors caches de la capitale.” Livres Hebdo 

“Lorànt Deutsch (…) nous livre ses découvertes dans un ouvrage qui lui ressemble: rapide, ludique et 
imprévu.” Centre Presse 

“C’est savant et buissonier, erudite et bricolé, grave et souriant. (…) Saisies par Deutsch, les briques 
de l’histoire pèsent une plume!” Paris Match 

“Après le succès gigantesque de Métronome, Lorànt Deutsch rempile avec Métronome 2, cette fois 
consacré aux rues de Paris. (…) Carton assuré.” Union Presse 
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Dugain, Marc & Labbé, Christophe: L’HOMME NU. LE LIVRE NOIR DE LA 
RÉVOLUTION NUMÉRIQUE (NAKED MAN. THE BLACK BOOK OF THE DIGITAL 
REVOLUTION) 
(Plon, April 2016, 320 pages) 
80,000 copies sold 

Ø Orwell’s 1984 depicted a violent dictatorship. If not as brutal, the advent of a world ruled by 
Big Data in the next few decades will be no less ominous. The demise of Greek philosophy is 
coming, and with it the end of an era for humanity. 

The digital revolution, triggered by the Internet, led to the advent of monstrous entities, the Big Data 
(Google, Amazon, Apple, Facebook, etc.). These data empires gather zillions of data reports daily and share 
them with the American intelligence services. Soon, the association between the Big Data and intelligence 
services will be more powerful than all countries of the world collectively. This supremacy of data will sound the 
death knell for each individual’s privacy. Yet, there is no escaping this downward spiral. 

Marc Dugain is a novelist, who has built, since 1999, an acclaimed body of work and won numerous 
literary awards. His works are tremendously successful, both in France and abroad. His novel UNE 
EXÉCUTION ORDINAIRE sold more than 80.000 copies, while AVENUE DES GÉANTS and L’EMPRISE 
both sold more than 60.000 copies. He is also a director and screenwriter, and produced documentaries: on the 
wreck of the submarine Koursk and on the crash of the MH 370. 

Christophe Labbé is Director of investigation reporting at the weekly magazine Le Point. He is an 
expert on intelligence services, police and security issues. He is the author of PLACE BEAUVAU and 
L’ESPION DU PRÉSIDENT. 

Rights sold in China (Shanghaï Scientific), Spain (Omega), Italy (Damiani), Taiwan (Rye Field 
Publications) and Japan (Chikuma Shobo) / World Arab rights under negotiation! 

Ferry, Luc: LA RÉVOLUTION TRANSHUMANISTE (THE TRANSHUMANISM 
REVOLUTION) 
(Plon, April 2016, 216 pages) 
50,000 copies sold 

Ø Truly impressive research coupled with ethical and pragmatic reflections that go beyond the 
divisions between “bio-progressives” and “bio-conservatives”. 

Ø Luc Ferry issues a warning about the hegemony of the huge American firms known as 
GAFA – Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon, et al. – who bait us with promises of autonomy 
and privacy, the better to spy on us, keep tabs on us and sell us. 

Ø The philosopher calls for a general raising of awareness as well as for stronger political 
regulation in Europe while there’s still time.  

Europe is only now starting to become aware of a phenomenon that has been taking place for over 15 
years in the USA: trans-humanism, an ideology based on the idea of urging medicine and technology to find 
ways to improve humans, to the point of preparing a post-humanism. 

How biotechnology, collaborative economy and the uberisation of the world will revolutionize our lives 

Enabling the reader to understand and become aware of the exact nature of the economic, scientific and 
medical revolutions currently underway, as well as the ethical, spiritual and metaphysical changes that these new 
technologies entail: this is the book’s purpose. 

The transhumanist revolution is not science fiction: biotechnology is already able to modify our species 
in a potentially irreversible way, as it has done for many years to “GMO” corn, rice and wheat. In this context, a 
new ideology has developed in the United States, with its prophets and experts, named “transhumanism”. It is a 
powerful movement supported by companies such as Google, and it has its own research centers, as prestigious 
as they are financially successful. 

The same is true of the new technologies – nanotechnology, processing of “big data” circulating on the 
internet, biotechnology, robotics and artificial intelligence. Regarding this revolution, our watchword must be 
“regulation”, in order to set limits that are intelligent and judicious, if we can. These technologies have two 
characteristics that allow them to easily evade ordinary democratic processes: they develop at breakneck speed 
and understanding them is extremely difficult, mastering them even more so. Not only is the scientific and 
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theoretical knowledge required to grasp them far beyond the limited reach of political and public opinion, but the 
economic power behind them is huge, not to say excessive. 

Philosopher, former Minister of Education, Luc Ferry is the author of numerous bestsellers, including 
(published by Plon) APPRENDRE À VIVRE (Learning to Live), 2006; LA SAGESSE DES MYTHES (The 
wisdom of myths), 2008; LA RÉVOLUTION DE L’AMOUR (The revolution of love), 2010; and 
L’INNOVATION DESTRUCTRICE (Destructive innovation), 2014, more than 20.000 copies sold! and rights 
sold to: J’ai lu (french paperback), Munhakdongne (Korea), Editorial Objetiva (Brazil). 

Rights sold in Bulgaria (Colibri), China (China South Booky), Turkey (Kültür Yayinlan), the 
Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers), Spain (Allianza), Brazil (Manole). 

Moisi, Dominique: LA GÉOPOLITIQUE DES SÉRIES OU LE TRIOMPHE DE LA 
PEUR (THE GEOPOLITICS OF SERIES OR THE TRIUMPH OF FEAR) 
(Stock / Media and culture, February 2016, 198 pages) 

This is the first book to explain the emotions of the world through TV series.  

After 11th September 2011 geopolitics invaded real life, and also invaded our imaginations. TV series 
became political as well as cultural references. Thanks to their intuitive power screenwriters became the most 
perceptive analysts of today’s world – and perhaps of our future. What do they see in societies across the world? 
Fear of dictatorship and barbarity in Game of Thrones, of the collapse of democracy in House of Cards, of 
terrorism in Homeland, of a paralysed society in Engrenages (Spiral), of a disappearing world in Downton 
Abbey. Finally fear of the Russian threat in Occupied. These series create a tidal wave around the world: Barack 
Obama is gripped by every season of Game of Thrones; the actor who plays the butler Carson in Downton 
Abbey was mobbed by Asian tourists when on holiday sailing on the Mekong... As to ISIS terrorists, they seem 
to invite us to watch the next episode as they stage their massacres... 

A trailblazing book, a bright analysis by one of the most renowned political scientists in the world. 

Dominique Moïsi is the author, among other works, of La Géopolitique de l’émotion, which was 
translated into over 20 languages. A founding member of the French Institute of International Relations, he is a 
Visiting professor at Harvard University and at King’s College, London. He is also a columnist for Financial 
Times, Les Echos and Ouest-France. 

Rights sold to Serbia (Clio) and and Spain (Errata Naturae), Italy (Armando Editore) and Czech 
Republic (Argo). 

Kaminsky, Sarah: ADOLFO KAMINSKY, UNE VIE DE FAUSSAIRE(ADOLFO 
KAMINSKY, A FORGER’S LIFE) 
(Calmann-Lévy, September 2009, 208 pages) 
Full English translation available. 

Ø English edition selected by the Wall Street Journal as “one of the most awaited non fiction 
books of Fall 2016”! 

This is the incredible story of Adolfo Kaminsky’s life as a counterfeit artist, active from 1943 to 1971. 
His convictions lead him to spend his entire life in hiding, guided by survival instincts, necessity and danger 
alone. A race against the clock – and against death – in which every minute truly counted.  

A genius forger, he devoted his life to aiding the great opposition movements of the 20th century, 
working for the French Resistance and the Algerian FLN, providing false papers for Jews emigrating to 
Palestine, teaching counterfeiting techniques to the combatants of repressive regimes in Spain (under Franco) 
and Greece (during the Regime of the Colonels), and aiding the freedom movements of Latin America and 
Africa. 

This book questions the notions of commitment, destiny, free choice and consequences. When 
Kaminsky, at the age of 17, begins making forgeries for the Resistance, little does he realize that he is already 
caught up in an inexorable mechanism: that of his own sense of duty towards fellow man. This is also a dialog 
between a father and a daughter. Sarah, born in 1979, attempts to understand her father’s unusual destiny, giving 
us the account of a man whose very existence was a secret and who accepts, at last, to speak of the past. 

Sarah Kaminsky was born in Algeria and has lived in France since she was three. Today, she is both an 
actress and playwright. ADOLFO KAMINSKY, UNE VIE DE FAUSSAIRE is her first book. 
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Rights sold in: Arabic (Casbah Editions), Chinese (complex characters- Open Learning Publishing), 
Chinese (Simplified characters-United Sky Beijing), English Worldwide (Doppelhouse Press), German (Anttje 
Kunstmann), Hebrew (Kinneret Zmora), Italian (Angelo Colla), Spanish (Capital Intelectual), Turkish (Belge 
Yayinlari). 

French sales: Book-club Editions (GLM & France Loisirs). 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Cyrulnik, Boris: PSYCHOTHÉRAPIE DE DIEU (GOD’S PSYCHOTHERAPY) 
(Odile Jacob, September 2017, 288 pages) 
Rights sold: French Book Clubs (Book of the Month; France Loisirs) 
The sales are incredible: 4.000 copies per day!!! 

Ø Combining developmental psychology, attachment-based therapy, psycho- sociology, and the 
neurosciences, a psychotherapy of the sacred that takes into account all forms of belief, 
without distinction and without judgment, to analyse their foundations, their practices, their 
inner workings, and also their benefits.  

Ø An original enlightening study of the major role played by attachment (secure or insecure) in 
religious feeling.   

A psychotherapy of the sacred that takes into account all forms of belief 

 “The need for God is characteristic of the human condition, but it varies depending on individual and 
social conditions. Sometimes God is intense: He must be a Saviour. Sometimes we think about Him less often 
and He becomes a kind organizer. 

With advances in education, religion is losing its power; when we are rich, we think less about God; 
when justice is assured, we do not call on Him; when as a society we enjoy security, we are less in need of his 
protection. 

The need for social conditions such as education, wealth, justice and security is such that we can predict 
the return of God, but we love God the way we love men. Those who have acquired a rigid attachment submit to 
a totalitarian God, while those who have a secure attachment will be sufficiently confident in their God to be 
tolerant of others who love a different God. Could young people be inventing a new way to love God? May God 
hear them.” – Boris Cyrulnik 

Boris Cyrulnik is a neuropsychiatrist and director of studies at the University of Toulon. He is the 
author of immensely successful works, including UN MERVEILLEUX MALHEUR, LES VILAINS PETITS 
CANARDS and, more recently, SAUVE-TOI, LA VIE T’APPELLE, LES ÂMES BLESSÉES, which all sold 
more than 200,000 copies and are widely translated. 

“Unique et passionnant” La Vie 

“Dans son dernier livre, Boris Cyrulnik interroge notre besoin de croyance. (…) il nous offre une vision 
inédite de notre rapport à la religion.” Psychologies Magazine 

“On y retrouve la patte  du célèbre neuropsychiatre, ce qui a fait le succès de ses précédents best-
sellers, son humanité, sa capacité à débroussailler de nouveaux champs pour nous les rendre enfin intelligibles. 
Appliquée à ce Dieu qu’il n’a pas eu la chance de rencontrer, sa science surprend, provoque, interroge.” La 
Vie 

Fontanel, Sophie: UNE APPARITION (AN APPARITION)  
(Robert Laffont, August 2017, 252 pages) 

“Everything they say about white hair is false”: A celebration of women’s natural beauty. 

Like millions of women around the world, Sophie Fontanel has dyed her hair for a long time. Ten years 
ago, tired of making trips back and forth to the hairdresser’s, she stops dying it. Her roots quickly become very 
visible. Weeks pass, with the white gaining ground each day. Sometimes putting people off, other times 
captivating them, it becomes a permanent conversation topic. And an unexpected writing topic. In keeping a 
journal of her experience, month after month, Sophie Fontanel discovers that her natural hair is not her enemy, 
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but something fresh and radiant, lightyears away from preconceived ideas about the how time takes its toll. She 
discovers that our society is only really waiting for the signal to welcome white hair. And to celebrate its beauty. 

A novelist and journalist, Sophie Fontanel wrote for Elle magazine for fifteen years. She now writes a 
column for l’Obs called “Style for All.” 

 “Questioning the taboo surrounding grey hair for women, this novel tells of a metamorphosis as visible 
as it is personal, a rebirth.” Elle Magazine 

Naouri, Aldo: ÉCOUTER L’ENFANT (LISTEN TO THE CHILD) 
(Odile Jacob, May 2017, 128 pages) 

Ø The role of the mother, the place of the father, what it means to educate: with great 
coherence, Aldo Naouri presents and reevaluates many of his key themes as they come 
together to illuminate the psychic development of the child.   

Ø A reflective work on the profound meaning of what it means to raise a child.   

Ø An ode to life. 

The man who, throughout his life, has cared for, accompanied, listened to and served the cause of 
children tells his story in this book. 

In a personal text that traces his career as a pediatrician, Aldo Naouri goes back to the fundamental 
themes running through his work: first of all the importance of the bond that unites the child with its mother, and 
then the determining role of the father in its development and its assuming independence. 

From the emergence of life to an affirmation of the need to lead the child out of self-centredness and 
facilitate its growth, the very essence of Aldo Naouri's thought is always valid and stimulating. 

Aldo Naouri, a well-known pediatrician, has published Girls and Their Mothers, Educating Children, 
Fathers and Mothers and The Healthy Child as well as Adulterers, all of which have enjoyed tremendous public 
success, and have been translated in many languages. 

Patin, Nicolas: UN BOURREAU ORDINAIRE (AN ORDINARY EXECUTIONER - THE 
LIFE AND DEATH OF FRIEDRICH-WILHELM KRÜGER, A GERMAN, A NAZI, AND 
A PERPETRATOR OF GENOCIDE) 
(Fayard, September 2017, 311 pages) 

Ø In a cohesive, limpid and rich work, Patin mixes up Krüger's personal letters and journals, 
the official Nazi documents mentioning him, as well as a complete and smart review of what 
has been written on the subject. 

Ø Patin conveys a real portrait of the Nazi executioner, including all different dimensions: the 
biographical, psychological, ideological and political. 

Ø This book gives a new framework to understand the advent of Nazism. 

This collection of unpublished personal letters and war journals from Friedrich-Wilhelm Krüger, 
questions how Nazi executioners have been analyzed both by German and foreign historians in the past decades. 
It is a consistent, well-structured and excellently researched historical work on how Krüger cannot be seen as an 
abnormal monster or as an ordinary man.  

Nicolas Patin looks at the story of Friedrich-Wilhelm Krüger, responsible for the assassination of the 
Jews in Poland during World War II, to question the nature of executioners. The figure of Krüger lies 
somewhere between that of the “abnormal” executioner, exemplified by Hitler, Goebbels and Goering, and the 
“ordinary” executioner, such as Eichmann. In such a framework, Krüger comes across as a more nuanced type, 
an executioner who is neither abnormal nor “merely following orders.”  

Abandoning the tradition of chronological order, the biography focuses on two key periods: World War 
I, when Krüger was a mere soldier, and World War II, when he was responsible for the extermination of the Jews 
in occupied Poland. How did a “nice” young soldier come to personify, twenty years later, what the public 
usually considers as the ultimate “evil?” Nicolas Patin looks for answers. Krüger's personal experience tells us 
that, between the two Wars, a whole generation had no future and was naturally led to follow what seemed both 
new and in some ways reassuring – and yet the final purpose of this is establishing that the adhesion to the Nazi 
ideology was overall rational and political. 
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Former student at the Ecole normale supérieure, in Lyon, and a Professor and Doctor of Contemporary 
History, Nicolas Patin is an expert on German history, in particular the Weimar Republic and the Third Reich. 

Wieviorka, Olivier: HISTOIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE EN EUROPE (HISTORY OF THE 
RESISTANCE IN WESTERN EUROPE 1940-1945)  
(Perrin, January 2017, 480 pages) 
Short-listed for the Prix Aujourd'hui. 

Ø A history of the Resistance in Europe giving the reader a broad view on the military strategies 
of Occidental Europe against the Axis power. 

Ø With this counter current essay Olivier Wieviorka does not tackle the subject on a glorifying 
point of view, but with a rather realistic assessment of the Allied Forces actions. 

Ø A historical analysis of high level built on the rigorous study of numerous archive documents 
and leading testimonies. 

For the first time, a transnational history of the Resistance by the best French historian on the subject. 

The Resistance in Western Europe has long been considered a national phenomenon that provided a 
significant contribution, both politically and militarily, to the Nazi defeat. But the “army of shadows” could 
never have risen without the support of London, first, and then of Washington. National factors thus played a 
pree- minent part in the birth of the Resistance, while the British and the Americans determined its growth. The 
time has come to broaden our perspective beyond the limits of borders to construct a trans-European history of 
the Resistance. This is the book’s goal. It aims to understand better the action of the clandestine forces in 
Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, France and Italy between 1940 and 1945, analyzing their 
interactions and inserting the history of the “shadow soldiers” in the grand scheme of Anglo-American strategy. 
This book, based on English, Italian, Belgian and other archives, is certain to become a classic. Olivier 
Wieviorka gives us a new, in-depth perception of the place and the role of the national resis- tance movements. 
He illuminates the policies of governments in exile and unveils the importance of finance, logistics, and British 
and American planning. Along the way, he describes the unique- ness of each country, while establishing the 
first trans-national history of the Resistance. The book represents a welcome renewal for a historiography always 
in need of fresh perspective. 

A member of the Institut universitaire de France and a professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in 
Cachan, Olivier Wieviorka is a recognized specialist on the Resistance and World War II. He has devoted 
several books to these subjects, including a definitive Histoire du Débarquement (History of D-Day, Seuil, 2007) 
and HISTOIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE (A History of the Resistance, Perrin, 2013 - rights sold to Harvard 
University Press). 

Rights sold in: Italy (Einaudi) after an auction. 

SOCIETY, POLITICS, ECONOMY 

Gros, Frédéric: DÉSOBÉIR (DISOBEY) 
(Albin Michel, September 2017, 180 pages) 

Ø A breaking essay placing the possibility of disobedience at the root of politics as a new form 
of disobedience 

Ø The author strives to defuse and demystify all the reasons to disobey, starting off with 
defeating monstrosities. 

In this new essay, Frédéric Gros strives to understand today’s urgent need to disobey.  

Current events – whether demonstrations of collective resistance (Occupy wall street, Hong Kong’s 
Umbrella Revolution, or ‘Nuits Debout’ in Paris) or individual whistle-blowers – reveal the emergence of new 
forms of disobedience.  

For many years, all the treatises on education repeated that man could only achieve humanity in and 
through obedience – disobedience was always represented by the awakening in man of anarchic savagery. Yet 
the history of the 20th century produced the figure of monstrous obedience; we may recall, for example, the trial 
of Eichmann or Milgram’s experiments. 
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Frédéric Gros is a Professor of Political Thought at Sciences Po Paris. Editor of Michel Foucault’s work 
for the Bibliothèque de la Pléiade, he is the author of: États de violence. Essai sur la fin de la guerre (2006), and 
one novel: Possédées (2016). 

“A personal reflection, remarkable for its clarity and intelligence.” Le Monde  

Emmanuel Macron: RÉVOLUTION (REVOLUTION) 
(XO Editions, November 2016, 270 pages) 
English sample available 
Over 300,000 copies sold! 
On The Bestseller Lists Since Publication  

At the politically tender age of 39, Emmanuel Macron, France’s youngest President, has shaken up 
politics with the skill of a seasoned veteran. Emmanuel Macron, wrote this book when he was presidential 
candidate.  

In his essay Revolution, Emmanuel Macron, the new French President, tells for the first time his 
personal story, his inspirations, his view on France, his vision of future in this new world that is undergoing 
important and unique transformations. 

Rights sold in: UK & US & AUS & NZ (Scribe Publishing), Denmark (Information Forlag), the 
Netherlands (Xander Uitgervers),Germany (Morstadt), Bulgaria (Sluntse Publishing), China (Hachette 
Phoenix), Italy (La Nave di Teseo), Japan  (Poplar Publishing), Korea (Liaison Editions), Romania 
(Editura Trei), Spain (Malpaso) & Poland (Poznanskie). 

Philippe Vasset & Pierre Gastineau: ARMES DE DESTABILISATION MASSIVE 
(WEAPONS OF MASS DESTABILIZATION MACRON-LEAK, PANAMA PAPERS, 
SQUARCINI-LEAK. AN INQUIRY INTO THE BUSINESS OF DATA LEAKS) 
(Fayard, October 2017, 250 pages) 

Ø A highly original and compelling read. 

An unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at the reality of data breaches.  

There have been no less than fifty massive data breaches since 2009, which have included theft of e-
mails, confidential files and bank details. However, the ocean of released data and the giddiness of seemingly 
widespread citizen-driven transparency are often misleading. Though some breaches are indeed the work of 
actual whistleblowers, most of these leaks have a darker side as well.  

The authors carefully go over some of the biggest incidents of the past ten years to reveal all the 
ambiguity of a transparency-promoting phenomenon that is dependent on secrecy – at the risk of inviting 
manipulation and of even becoming a genuine weapon of war.  

Philippe Vasset (1972) is a journalist and a writer,  Pierre Gastineau is a journalist  and the editor-in-
chief of “Intelligence Online.”  

Alexandre, Laurent: LA GUERRE DES INTELLIGENCES (AI VERSUS HUMAN 
INTELLIGENCE) 
(JC Lattès, September 2017, 250 pages,) 

How will man survive the immense challenges of artificial intelligence, by one of the most visionary 
analysts of revolutions in technology. Can artificial intelligence surpass humans? How must Education evolve? 

Laurent Alexander takes on artificial intelligence (AI) and the dizzying mu- tations it will provoke in 
our daily lives, particularly in the way we think about education. On the one side, AI is progressing faster than 
anyone predicted. Each year the learning speed of AI is multiplied by 100. On the other, we have schools that 
haven’t evolved in 250 years that are preparing our youth for careers that won’t exist in the near future. Few 
curriculums have integrated programs on AI. What impact will this have on the job market? How can we make 
sure our biological brains remain complimentary to AI and are not engu- lfed by it? How will our children be 
able to remain competitive with AI? 

What path shall Humanity choose for our future? Should we accept daun- ting transhumanism that will 
biologically “upgrade” us while keeping us human or should we strive to fusion with AI and become cyborgs? 
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Laurent Alexandre is a renowned surgeon and founder of several businesses. He sold the medical web 
site Doctissimo in 2008. Today he is head of DNAVision, European leader in genetics and genomics. His essay, 
La mort de la mort provoked numerous debates in the media. 

Crasnianski, Tania: LE POUVOIR SUR ORDONNANCE : CES DROGUÉS QUI ONT 
FAIT LE XXE SIÈCLE (PRESCRIPTION POWER: THE JUNKIES THAT MADE THE 
20TH CENTURY) 
(Grasset, October 2017, 288 pages) 

After the success of ENFANTS DE NAZIS (translated into twelve languages), Tania Crasnianski 
explores the relationship that the eight most powerful men of the 20th century – Hitler, Mao, Mussolini, Pétain, 
Churchill, Franco, Kennedy and Stalin – had with their doctors, and with drugs. This disturbing quest seeks to 
explore the deepest cracks in the men responsible for the last century...  

Hitler, Mao, Mussolini, Pétain, Churchill, Franco, Kennedy, Stalin: the lives of what were perhaps the 
20th century’s eight most powerful men were inseparable from the lives of their doctors – men who became 
constant crutches, prescribers of drugs and vital confidants. 

These staff doctors had the delicate task of caring for heads of state who clung to power while their 
health failed them. By being responsible for the health of these leaders, and guaranteeing their capacity to 
govern, these doctors were the only witnesses of their private moments and weaknesses. Often discreet, and 
sometimes mediocre, they worked behind the scenes of statecraft and were allotted unparalleled clout. They were 
sometimes accused of being poisoners, éminences grises, or court jesters, and some simply pushed drugs – not 
always legal, and in high doses. 

Trust and secrecy are the foundations of these relationships. Medical confidentiality allows a sick leader 
to remain in power in spite of his health. But relying on a doctor turns the latter into a potential threat – just one 
of the many paradoxes in a very intimate yet fragile relationship. 

By foregrounding the co-dependency of a doctor and his famous patient, these portraits take us through 
the looking glass. What exactly was the nature of their relationship? Did these doctors respect their primary 
obligation to preserve health above all else? What is their share of responsibility in allowing sick leaders to 
continue leading a nation, even in a time of war? 

Tania Crasnianski is a former criminal lawyer. Today, she devotes her time to writing. In 2016, she 
published Enfants de nazis, which has been translated into 12 languages.  

Rights sold for Enfants de nazis: Complex Chinese (Business Weekly), English – world rights 
(Skyhorse), Italian (Rizzoli), Japanese (Hara Shobo), Korean (Galapagos), Portuguese (Guerra e Paz), 
Portuguese - Brazil (Autentica), Romanian (Meteor), Simplified Chinese (Shanghai People Literature), Spanish 
(La Esfera de Los Libros), Spanish - Argentina (El Ateneo), Turkish (Opus) 

Liberti, Stefano: IL SIGNORI DEL CIBO (THE LORDS OF FOOD JOURNEYS IN THE 
FOOD INDUSTRY THAT IS DESTROYING THE PLANET) 
(Minimum Fax, September 2016, 200 pages)  

Ø The over-population business will be the most profitable business in the near future. 

Ø Major financial groups, multination agri-business corporations and merchant banks are 
investing billions of dollars into producing and marketing a type of food which will become 
more and more expensive for consumers, and consequently more and more profitable for 
sellers. 

Ø Rights for Land Grabbing, Liberti’s previous reportage, have been sold to: World English 
(Verso books), Germany (Rotbuch), France (Rue de l’échiquier), Venezuela (Ed. Puntocero), 
Spain/South America (Taurus), Korea (Redian media), China (World Affair Press) 

The world population is constantly increasing. In 2011 the 7 billion mark was reached. According to 
UN projections, the figure will reach 9 billion in 2050, with a gradual, increasingly worrying growth as food 
resources become scarcer and scarcer.  

A huge population bomb is expected to bust in the near future. Not only is the availability of food 
becoming inadequate; some densely populated newly developing countries, e.g. the PRC (People’s Republic of 
China), are also rapidly changing their eating habits, with a growing consumption of resource and energy-
intensive food, such as farmed meat. This potentially catastrophic situation is also an extraordinary business 
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opportunity for groups investing in the sector. In an economic situation where investments in the financial 
market are increasingly risky, speculative capital is massively moving towards certain asset back-ups, including 
staple food pro- ducts, land for food production and the agro-food industry in general. 

Stefano Liberti (1974) is a journalist. His international reports appears since years on il manifesto and 
other major international newspapers and magazine. With his first book, about migration routes from Africa to 
Europe, he has won the 2010 Indro Montanelli Prize for Journalism, the Marco Luchetta Prize and the Carletti 
Prize for Social Journalism. 

Malet, Jean-Baptiste: L’EMPIRE DE L’OR ROUGE (THE EMPIRE OF RED GOLD) 
(Fayard, April 2017, 350 pages) 

Ø A narrative quest into an everyday commodity consumed by billions of people the world over, 
shedding light on the inner workings of a sprawling industry, over the course of four trips to 
four different continents.  

Ø A compelling global fresco bringing together a host of fascinating and forceful personalities, 
from countries around the world and from different social backgrounds.  

Ø An investigation into the heart of an industry producing a universal food stuff – the tomato – 
eaten by consumers the world over, totally unaware of its history, secrets and intrigues.  

Ø An unprecedented take on global capitalism, seen through the prism of a universal 
 commodity.   

A groundbreaking investigative account into the secret world of canned tomato industry. 

The context  In 2011, in an attempt to understand the Chinese army’s 2004 acquisition of the largest 
tomato sauce factory in France, the author began investigating the tomato industry, with its emblematic 230-liter 
sterile blue barrel of tomato paste – the barrel of red gold. He discovered barrels of Chinese tomato paste in 
factories in southern France. After infiltrating Amazon a year later, and publishing “In Amazonia,” he would 
continue his research and eventually sign a contract with Fayard for an investigative work soon to be known as 
“The Empire of Red Gold.” The project, which required extensive travel and time, would be made into a Franco-
Canadian documentary film of the same name.  

Over the course of the author’s journeys, the scope of his investigation grew to encompass the global 
supply chain that has made tomato sauce a staple ingredient worldwide.  

Acclaimed author and journalist, Jean-Baptiste Malet, 28 years-old, has published a book about 
Amazon, “In Amazonia – Undercover in the best of worlds” (Fayard, 2013) and produced an investigative, 
feature length documentary film. 

Pons, Frédéric: LE MARTYRE DES CHRÉTIENS D’ORIENT PORTRAITS ET 
TÉMOIGNAGES (THE MARTYRDOM OF  MIDDLE EASTERN CHRISTIANS 
PORTRAITS AND TESTIMONIES) 
(Calmann Levy, March 2017, 340 pages) 

In Iraq and Syria, the ordeal of Middle Eastern Christians is the first genocide of the 21st century. This 
unsettling book confirms this through poignant testimonies and vivid descriptions of religious minorities who are 
confronted with the brutality of ISIS and other Islamist groups. 

To keep a record of this, which could also one day perhaps be used in an investigation by an 
international court of justice, the author gives a voice to those who were forced to leave their country without 
ever hoping to go back and who have lost everything, except their faith. Most have been dis- placed within their 
country or are refugees in a neighboring country, some are exiled in places where they are not necessarily 
welcomed. Farm wor- kers and academics alike confide and share their pain: daily discriminations, child 
abductions, looting, mass killings, women and young girls kidnapped, raped, and sold, as well as the destruction 
of religious buildings and millen- nia-old antiques. 

This Black Book on persecution recounts their martyrdom and examines the responsibility of the 
international community: Europe’s blindness or cri- minal indifference, the United State’s ambiguous position, 
and other countries’ proven complicity in the expansion of Jihad in the West. 

Frédéric Pons is a journalist and author, international cor- respondent specialized in the Middle East. He 
is a professor at Ecole de Saint-Cyr and a member of the Académie des Sciences d’outre-mer. 
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Cette, Gilbert & Barthelemy, Jacques: TRAVAILLER AU XXIE SIÈCLE 
L’UBERISATION DE L’ÉCONOMIE (WORKING IN THE 21ST CENTURY THE 
UBERIZATION OF THE ECONOMY: NEW LABOUR LAWS FOR A NEW ECONOMY) 
(Odile Jacob, January 2017, 144 pages) 

Ø Inevitable, but difficult to put into place, for the past year, labour-law reform has been at the 
heart of many key economic and political debates.  

Ø Supported and co-published by two major think-tanks, Terra Nova and L’Institut de 
l’entreprise, this book will be heavily promoted.  

With the technological revolution and the appearance of digital platforms (Uber, BlabBlaCar, etc.), our 
life-and work-styles have been totally overturned. The process has also affected how work is organized by posing 
a threat to the number of jobs available as well as to employees’ legal rights. What is known as the 
“Uberization” of the economy is the focus of a tremendous amount of fear.  

Distinguishing truth from falsehood as far as these fears are concerned, Gilbert Cette and Jacques 
Barthelemy propose a nuanced and precise diagnosis of current transformations in the job market. They 
demonstrate the necessity of adapting the law not only to accompany the most dynamic economic trends, but 
also to harmonize the artificially distant statuses of employees and non-employees.  

The stakes are fundamental for the economy and all parties in the world of work: employees, non- 
employees and firms.  

Gilbert Cette, associate professor of economics at the University of Aix-Marseille, is an expert in the 
job market.  

Jacques Barthelemy, associate professor at the Montpellier Law School and legal adviser in 
employment law, founded Barthelemy Avocats, a law office. By the same author (with Philippe Aghion and Elie 
Cohen): CHANGER DE MODÈLE (“Changing Models”, 2015)  

Amadieu, Jean-François: LA SOCIETE DU PARAITRE. LES BEAUX, LES JEUNES ET 
LES AUTRES (THE LOOKS SOCIETY) 
(Odile Jacob, September 2016, 256 pages) 

Ø A crucial problem that confronts every member of society.  

Ø Still a taboo subject which, like personal harassment, deserves serious analysis  and public 
debate.  

Ø An original thesis on breaking the silence surrounding the importance of appearance, and 
one that nobody - employer, employee, consumers - wishes to explicitly confront. 

Ø Examples and complete case studies. 

Being done with the weight of appearances. 

Following his work The Weight of Appearances, the author explores a new facet of this imperialism of 
appearances in our societies by undertaking new enquiries into the world of work, politics, and the media. 

Looks are practically everything these days but this reality remains hidden. Can we take ourselves out 
of denial? Is public opinion, business and government fully aware of the problems created by this tyranny of 
appearances? Inevitably, we are finally reacting and rebelling against the cult of beauty, of slimness and of 
youth. 

Will we ever manage to liberate ourselves from this body fascism? 

Jean-François Amadieu is the very successful author of The Weight of Appearances (50,000 copies). 
Scientific advisor to the Ministry of Labour, member of the Enterprise and Disability Agency, he is also a 
Professor at the University of Paris I Pantheon Sorbonne. 

Marie, Jean-Jacques: LA RUSSIE SOUS POUTINE: AU PAYS DES FAUX-
SEMBLANTS (PUTIN’S RUSSIA: THE LAND OF MAKE-BELIEVE) 
(Payot, March 2016, 336 pages) 

Ø A historian’s gaze decodes present-day Russia and the terrible economic, social and political 
problems it is confronted with. 
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Ø The author unveils what is hidden from public view. 

Ø Because today’s Russia is far more rooted in the past, and Putin more closely tied to Yeltsin 
and Gorbachev than it seems, it took a historian to put everything in context and to decode 
this land of make-believe.  

The media show us endless images of an arrogant, alarming Vladimir Putin boasting about Russia’s 
greatness. Individual freedom has been drastically reined in, elections are rigged, political opponents 
assassinated or thrown in jail and corruption is rampant. 

But is the country really what it seems? Has it really become the totalitarian, imperialist state it has been 
portrayed as since the annexation of Crimea? What is hidden from public view is: a fragile regime on the verge 
of imploding; a president with an inner circle whose members are obsessed with placing their fortune in offshore 
accounts; a fragmented opposition tempted by ultra-nationalism; a disillusioned population – more concerned 
about the lost social safety net than about individual freedom – that has grown nostalgic for the Soviet era; 
unions under the government’s thumb; an omnipresent, corrupt Orthodox church that has lost its flock, and an 
economy that has been undermined by falling oil prices and sanctions imposed by the the European Union and 
the United States. 

Jean-Jacques Marie is one of today’s top specialists in contemporary Russia. His earlier books 
published by Editions Payot are biographies of Trotsky (2006), Khrushchev (2010) and Lenin (2011 

Bruckner, Pascal: LA SAGESSE DE L’ARGENT (THE WISDOM OF MONEY) 
(Grasset, April 2016, 400 pages) 

Ø In his new essay, Pascal Bruckner once again intends to spark a debate around that most 
polemical of subjects: money. Going against the grain of preconceived ideas, he offers us an 
elegy of wealth, mixing themes as diverse as work, religion, greed, desire, death, capitalism, 
psychoanalysis, and literature. Provocative and fascinating! 

We know Pascal Bruckner’s taste for controversial topics. If there’s one that crystallizes all passions, 
it’s money, arousing as much adoration as it does hatred. Is it not high-time we reflect upon its significance, its 
use, and forget conventional attitudes? The author of La tentation de l’innocence (The Temptation of Innocence) 
reverses his proposition: why not attribute a little wisdom to money? 

Three mythologies are challenged here: money rules the world, it makes those who have a lot of it 
unhappy, and it is incompatible with a successful love life. Pascal Bruckner thus offers to approach money via 
three major themes: its relationship to religion, the prejudices surrounding it – and, in particular, the relationship 
between the haves and have-nots – and, finally, the figure of the Bourgeois, whom he does his utmost to 
rehabilitate here. 

An incisive and brilliant essay. Pascal Bruckner, novelist and essayist, is the author of a large body of 
work translated into many different languages. His last book is UN BON FILS (Grasset). Foreign rights sold for 
UN BON FILS: Castilian (Impedimenta), Croatian (Algoritam), English (Dedalus), Greek (Patakis), Romanian 
(Trei), Slovenian (Modrijan) 

Foreign rights sold for past works: Arabic (Obeikan), Castilian (Ariel, Tusquets), German (Aufbau, 
Beltz, Siedler), Bulgarian (Gloria Mundi, Liubomadrie), Chinese (simplified: East China Normal UP, Sea Sky; 
Complex: Athena Press), Croatian (Algoritam, Dhk, Nakladni Zavod Matice), Czech (Mlada Fronta, Motto), 
Dutch (De Bezige Bij, Uitgeverij Boom), English (US: Algora, Princeton UP; UK: Dedalus, Polity Press), Greek 
(Patakis), Hungarian (Europa Konyvkiado), Italian (Ugo Guanda), Japanese (Hosei UP), Korean (Arte Books, 
Dongmoonsun, Jakkajungsin, Mujintree, Munhakdongne, Vega Books), Lithuanian (Tyto Alba), Norwegian 
(Arneberg, Vidarforlaget), Polish (Jagiellonian UP), Portuguese (Brazil: Bertrand Brasil, Rocco; Portugal: 
Noticias Editura, Europa America), Romanian (Trei, Nemira), Russian (Inostrannaya Literatura, Ivan Limbakh, 
Zao Machaon, Text), Serbian (Beobook, Sluzbeni Glasnik), Slovak (Kalligram), Slovenian (Studentskz 
Zalozba), Turkish (Ayrinti Yayinlari, Yapi Kredi Kultur Sanat, Sel), Ukrainian (ECEM, Grani-T) 
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HISTORY & CIVILIZATION 

Cavert, Hubert: LA MÉMOIRE DES KAWER (THE MEMORY OF THE KAWERS) 
(Perrin, February 2017, 240 pages) 

Ø The coming-of-age tale of a 15-year-old orphan who survived a dramatic historical era, for 
an autobiography that reads like a novel. 

Ø More than just an eyewitness account, this touching and optimistic story of a boy who travels 
across Europe also introduces an entire Austrian-Jewish family’s life over a century of 
history. 

Ø A family saga that recreates turn-of-the-century Austrian life and, with subtle insight, 
portrays how mentalities were evolving; followed by the trials and tribulations of World War 
II. 

Ø A story with neither heroes nor bad guys; rather, a series of memories and encounters shared 
with emotion and sincerity: from the Czech farmer to the schoolteacher in the south of 
France via the wealthy Viennese gentleman and the young French police officer. 

An incredibly powerful story, in which history is mixed inextricably with personal anecdote. It answers 
the judicious question Olivier Wieviorka asks in his foreword: “Are men the actors or victims of history – of 
their own history?” 

Herbert Kawer was 11 years old when he left Vienna by train, alone, to join his father in Bordeaux. His 
father, a Jew, had taken refuge in France after the Anschluss and would eventually be deported. Little Herbert 
would never see him again, or his mother, who had gone to start a new life in England. Escaping capture by 
chance, Herbert was taken in by the headmaster of his school and then by a resistance network. He was put in the 
care of Marinette Brugat (called Marraine) and Palmire, a Spanish refugee with whom she lived. Herbert, now 
named Hubert, thus began his new life in Pia, in the Pyrénées-Orientales region of southern France. 

Hubert Cavert had never told his story or his family’s. It was only “on the eve” of his death that he 
entrusted a manuscript to his children. Going beyond his personal journey, it traces the history of the Kawer 
(Cavert) family from 1866 – hallowed period when Jo- seph II had made Jews and Christians equal citizens – 
until 1945. We see customs and traditions change, with time. We follow the course of history through this little 
boy who carries with him his inheritance. As an adult, his message is simple: “As you know, I married Edith on 
April 15, 1958. We started a family of which we are proud. Foolishly proud. We are happy. Be happy too.” 

Hubert Cavert (born Herbert Kawer) is neither a writer nor a historian. At the end of the war, he had no 
family left in Austria. He acquired French citizenship and began his secondary education in Toulouse. Father of 
three children, he never told them his story but left this manuscript, the only trace of their past, as their legacy. 

Singaravélou, Pierre  & Venayre, Sylvain (dir.): HISTOIRE DU MONDE AU XIXE 
SIÈCLE (THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN THE 19TH CENTURY) 
(Fayard, September 2017,  740 pages) 

Ø A look at the discoveries, the dates and the key themes of the day to inform our 
understanding of the contemporary era. 

A team of over one hundred historians from a number of countries, directed by Pierre Singaravélou and 
Sylvain Venayre, gives us the first world history of the 19th century.  

The collective work is divided into four parts: “Experiencing the World: Where It Is Shown that 
Globalization Was Not an Unequivocal Process of Westernization,” “The Global Era: Where It Is Seen that 
Certain Events Found Unprecedented Resonance around the World” “The Global Shop: Where It Is Found that 
Unknown and Familiar Items Would Conquer Public and Domestic Spaces,” and “The World in the Provinces: 
Where the World’s Great Diversity and ‘Alternative Forms’ of Modernity Are Revealed through 
Decentralization.” This comprehensive collective work contains two sections of color plates and eleven maps. 

Pierre Singaravélou is a professor of contemporary history at the University Paris i Panthéon-Sorbonne 
and a member of the Institut Universitaire de France. He has published numerous books on the history of 
colonization and globalization in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He is the current director of publications 
at the Sorbonne and the Center for the History of Contemporary Asia. 
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Sylvain Venayre is a professor of contemporary history at the University Grenoble-Alpes. He is the 
author of numerous books and currently directs the University Laboratory of History, Culture, Italy and Europe. 

Bourgeois, Daniel: JESUS: UNE BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE (JESUS A GOURMET 
BIOGRAPHY) 
(Payot, May 2017, 144 pages) 

This collection aims to be a delicious way to enter the lives of major historical figures and to learn, 
through their tastes in food and drink, about key events in their lives and times. 

A unique collection that renews the historical biography genre thanks to academic authors who master 
an enjoyably narrative style. With each figure, we step into the history of gastronomy, fine dining, conversation, 
decisive events and favorite dishes. Each approximately 144-page volume presents themes that bring these 
figures to toothsome life. The tone is inquisitive, inviting readers quite literally to the subjects’ tables and into 
their private lives, while respecting academic rigor. A collection that is unique in both style and substance. 

Let’s sit down to eat with Jesus. Let’s find out more about who he broke bread with (Pharisees and Tax 
Collectors), what kashrut is, and more. The story of Jesus is intimately connected to food. While his Last Supper 
was immortalized by Leonardo da Vinci, what about all the others? 

Daniel Bourgeois is a former Dominican monk. A doctor of theology, he teaches in Aix-en-Provence 
and Freiburg (Switzerland). A virtuoso at making science accessible, his singular approach to the history of the 
Church led him to found an order of apostolic monks in Aix-en-Provence. His is an innovative and entertaining 
voice in today’s Church. 

Gaudefroy, Olivier: CLÉOPÂTRE, L’IMMORTELLE (THE IMMORTAL) 
(Arléa, October 2017, 250 pages) 

As he did for HYPATIE, L’ÉTOILE D’ALEXANDRIE (Arléa 2012), Olivier Gaudefroy gives us here a 
portrait of Cleopatra in all her aspects, both historical, legendary and mythical. 

After laying down the queen of Egypt in the midst of her Macedonian lineage, the Lagides, those 
Prolethees who, following Alexander the Great, established their power over Egypt, he decribes her relations – 
political ones and love a airs with the great Roman chiefs, Caesar and Marcus Antony. Nothing is lacking in this 
adventurous epic, from the many domes c troubles and family crimes un l the death of the queen so abundantly 
described since antiquity, passing by the great battles, such as Actum, which sealed the destiny of Rome and the 
Egypt.  

In the second part of his book, Olivier Gaudefroy describes what became the « Cleopatra myth » from 
antiquity to modern times, through literature, theater, painting, cinema, not to men on comics.  

It is enough to prove that, if the queen of Egypt was always present in the memories, her myth and her 
power of fascination seem eternal.  

Olivier Gaudefroy is the author of HYPATIE (Arléa, 2012).  

Melchior-Bonnet, Sabine: LES GRANDS HOMMES ET LEUR MÈRE - NAPOLÉON, 
LOUIS XIV, FRANÇOIS 1ER, KENNEDY, … (GREAT MEN AND THEIR MOTHERS - 
NAPOLEON, LOUIS XIV, FRANCIS I, KENNEDY AND OTHERS)  
(Odile Jacob, January 2017, 368 pages) 

Ø Mothers’ key role in making great men is another way to write the biography of a number of 
great men.  

Ø An unusual historical perspective, intertwining serious research and a talent for writing.  

Ø A history of representations of the maternal figure and a study of the evolution of the filial 
bond. 

Ø A historical standpoint that offers readers a fresh look at the lives of men they thought they 
knew well, from Louis XIV to Stalin, via Napoleon and Kennedy. 

In this book, Sabine Melchior-Bonnet reveals little-known chapters of the biographies of many great 
men. In addition to analysing pairs who made their mark on history, she also studies the evolution of filial bonds 
and the maternal figure, from Antiquity to 20th-century single-parent families. 
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Louis XIV, Napoleon, Stalin, Hitler, Kennedy… none of them would have been the men they were 
without the influence, for good or for ill, of their mothers. Heads of State, as well as artists and writers like Sartre 
and Lamartine, became who they were through unusual relationships to their mothers. 

Sabine Melchior-Bonnet is a historian, a research engineer at the Collège de France and a specialist in 
17th-century France, particularly in Louis XIV’s reign. She lives in Paris.  

Boyd, Douglas: RED OCTOBER (THE REVOLUTION THAT CHANGED THE WORLD) 
(The History Press, August 2017, 224pp + 16pp mono, 32 b/w illustrations) 

Ø The inside story of how Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin used German money to raise the minority 
Bolshevik party to totalitarian power. 

Ø Released to coincide with the centenary of the October Revolution, when the political world 
stage was changed forever. 

Ø Russian-language first-person accounts translated into English for the first time. 

Ø Strong international aspects in relation to Eastern Europe, Germany and the US. 

Ø Author has a strong track record and reputation in Russian and Eastern European history. 

9 million dead and millions more oppressed for generations: how the Bolshevik Revolution changed the 
world. 

The October Revolution happened in November 1917. Later Soviet propaganda ‘proved’ it was ‘the will 
of the people’, but few know that the brutal rebellion, which killed millions and raised Lenin’s numerically tiny 
Bolshevik Party to power, was made possible by massive injections of German money laundered through a 
Swedish bank and a shady arms dealer who had made a fortune in the Balkan wars.  

The so-called ‘workers’ and peasants’ revolution’ has a cast of millions, of which the three stars were 
neither workers nor peasants. Nor were they Russian. Lenin was a dissident Tatar named Ulyanov; Trotsky was a 
bourgeois Ukrainian Jew; Stalin was a seminary-educated Georgian undercover agent of the Okhrana secret 
police, who never did speak Russian well. In this timely publication, Douglas Boyd shows how this still-flying 
banner of revolution changed the world. 

Fluent in several languages, Douglas Boyd was trained as a Russian-language snooper on Warsaw Pact 
air forces, based at a secret RAF SIGINT base in Berlin and spent time as a Cold War POW in East Berlin. He 
has scripted and directed historical reconstructions as a BBC TV producer. He has published over ten books with 
The History Press, including The Kremlin Conspiracy and Daughters of the KGB. 

Boyd, Douglas: AGENTE (FEMALE SECRET AGENTS IN WORLD WARS, COLD 
WARS AND CIVIL WARS) 
(The History Press, October 2016, 256 pages, 32 b&w illustrations) 

This book records the lives of the ‘agentes’ and investigates the powerful motives – patriotism, 
ideology, love and revenge – that drove them to undertake such dangerous work. 

Women volunteering to become secret agents or spies risk the same torture as men if caught, plus 
sexual violence. Many of their male colleagues mistrust them for ‘emotional unreliability’. Some have indeed 
gone to bed with their captors, seeking leniency. Mathilde Carré was caught by the Abwehr in occupied France 
and betrayed everyone in her Resistance network to her new lover. At her trial, she said, ‘Women do not have 
the same choices as men.’ Yet female agents of SOE saved thousands of Allied soldiers’ lives. In the 
Comintern’s 70-year war against the West, Moscow’s many female agents seduced soldiers and politicians, got 
divorced and married following orders, financed revolutions and stole nuclear secrets – many settling in the 
countries they betrayed to avoid being shot on return to the USSR. 

Douglas Boyd is a critically acclaimed author of both fiction and non-fiction. He was made an honorary 
ex-legionnaire by past and serving members of the Foreign Legion for his history of their unique army. His 
previous books have been translated into 17 languages. 

Rights sold in Poland (Bellona). 
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BIOGRAPHY & CORRESPONDANCE 

Allen-Caron, Laurent: LE MYSTÈRE LAGERFELD (THE LAGERFELD MYSTIQUE) 
(Fayard, October 2017, 280 pages) 

Ø Laurent Allen-Caron spoke to the people in the shadows, in an unprecedented series of 
interviews recounting the astonishing life and career of a German child whose dreams and 
ambitions were set on Paris.  

Ø The author reveals what the designer never alludes to: the wounds, the pain – and a part of 
the mystery. 

His life and his look are intriguing and captivating. Karl Lagerfeld, the Kaiser of catwalks, the 
godfather of fashion, has always hidden behind masks. Just when we think we’ve caught hold of him, the mystery 
only deepens.  

He says so himself, “I want to be like an apparition, to appear and disappear.” Who is the man behind 
the most famous pair of black sunglasses in the world? What is the fashion icon’s real story and why is he so 
intent on living in the present? 

Laurent Allen-Caron is a journalist for France 2. He has written and direc- ted twelve news 
documentaries for Laurent Delahousse’s show “Un jour, un destin,” including the film on Karl Lagerfeld, Être et 
paraître. 

de Gasquet, Dominique & Llorens-Verges, Paquita: GALA ET DALI, DE L’AUTRE 
CÔTÉ DU MIROIR  (GALA AND DALÍ: ON THE OTHER OF THE MIRROR IN THE 
STEPS OF A LEGENDARY COUPLE IN CADAQUÉS) 
(Robert Laffont, May 2017, 272 pages) 

“You and I will never leave each other...” Gala used to say to Dali. Madly in love for 50 years, these 
two artists of incredible temperaments, are a mythical couple. This book offers an rare vision of their great love 
story. 

In 1979, Dominique de Gasquet met Gala and Dalí. Two years later, Gala invited her to the couple’s 
castle in Púbol. She listened, enchanted, to the Russian muse tell of her adventures discovering Paris and 
Surrealism, meeting Paul Éluard and Max Ernst, and falling in love with Dalí. There, Dominique also met 
Arturo, Dalí’s right-hand man for over fifty years, and his wife Paquita. Both were witnesses to the couple’s 
private life, their incredible love for each other, and the poetry of their everyday life far from the mundanity of 
the city. Arturo has since passed away, but Paquita, now in her eighties, has agreed for the first time to share her 
memories. A celebration of intimacy and humanity, this book is a literary and sensual look at Gala and Dalí’s 
chosen family. 

A researcher, educator, writer, and globetrotter, Dominique de Gasquet lives between Paris and 
Cadaqués. Paquita Llorens Vergés was born in 1935 in Cadaqués. 

Arnold, Matthieu: LUTHER 
(Fayard, March 2017, 692 pages) 

Ø Drawing on a wealth of historical, theological and literary works, in both German and 
French, and twenty-five years of research, Matthieu Arnold gives us an original and novel 
biography.  

A remarkable biography of Martin Luther, whose publication coincides with the 500th anniversary of 
the Protestant Reformation.  

Working closely with source material, Arnold focusses on literary genres which are often overlooked in 
order to paint the portrait of a Luther who is not, principally, a “rebel”, but rather a genius author wishing to 
widely spread the new message that had so comforted him: salvation by faith alone, and the good life that 
follows from it. Careful to not neglect the Luther of post 1525 (the “old Luther”, as he is often wrongly called), 
Matthieu Arnold shows on the one hand the coherence of his thinking before and after 1525, and on the other the 
fecundity of the last third of the Reformer’s life. 

Matthieu Arnold was born in 1965. He is a professor of the History of Modern and Contemporary 
Christianity at the University of Strasbourg and Honorary Member of the Institut Universitaire de France. He is a 
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specialist of the letters of Martin Luther, on which he wrote his doctoral thesis. He has also edited and translated 
a number of Luther’s works. 

Badinter, Elisabeth: LE POUVOIR AU FEMININ MARIE-THÉRÈSE D’AUTRICHE 
1717-1780 L’IMPÉRATRICE-REINE (WOMEN POWER) 
(Flammarion, November 2016, 368 pages) 
62, 000 copies sold 

Ø May 2017 will be marked by the tercentenary of the birth of Maria Teresa of Austria - the 
highly-regarded, incomparable and yet unsung Empress.  

This essay should be of particular interest to those who are passionate about history - and the birth of 
Europe in particular - and will most certainly fuel the debate among readers, men and women alike, who reflect 
upon gender issues related to power or relationships, as well as female domination. 

She was born in 1717 and died in 1780. Her father, Charles VI, a fervent Catholic, chose as her husband 
François-Étienne, Duke of Lorraine, whom she married on 12 February 1736 and whom she would cherish until 
his death. Four years later, at the age of 23, she ascended the throne; a beautiful, gracious, intelligent woman 
who was, however, ill-prepared to govern. Yet, she would reveal outstanding self-confidence and strategic skills. 
More than any other woman, she used her femininity as a powerful asset: she was not simply a ruler, at the same 
time, she gave birth to 16 children, including ten who reached adult age, and whose education she followed very 
closely. 

Few historians have looked at the fascinating power that comes when politics and procreation are 
merged. With her keen awareness of the 18th century, her investigations as a philosopher and her thoughts on 
women's condition, Elisabeth Badinter has chosen to recount the life of Maria Teresa of Austria and provides 
new insight and depth to this little-know figure. Maria Teresa of Austria emerges as the focal point towards 
which all of the author previous works' converge. For several years now, Elisabeth Badinter has travelled across 
Europe to peruse the diplomatic archives of the 18th century’s most important powers as well as the personal 
archives of the Empress herself. With this book, she delivers a historical account, an intellectual reflection, a 
rigorously documented analysis, a fresh perspective, and also openly puts forward her own uncompromising 
position. 

Elisabeth Badinter's body of work has been translated into about thirty languages, including several 
international best-selling books, including Le Conflit – la femme et la mère, 2010; Fausse Route, Réflexion sur 
trente années de féminisme, 2003; X/Y, De l’identité masculine, 1992; L’Un est l’Autre, 1986 and L’Amour en 
plus, 1980. 

Rights sold in German and Hungarian. 

“A great portrait of Marie-Thérèse d’Autriche” L’Obs 

“An unexpected and very topical biography” ELLE 

Benaïm, Laurence: JEAN-MICHEL FRANK LE CHERCHEUR DE SILENCES (JEAN-
MICHEL FRANK A RESEARCHER OF SILENCE)  
(Grasset, April 2017, 352 pages) 

In this fascinating book, filled with archives published here for the first time, Laurence Benaïm – whom 
we can thank for his definitive biography on Yves Saint Laurent – invites us to rediscover one of the great names 
in 20th century artistic life: the cult French Art Deco decorator, Jean-Michel Frank. 

“The eighth wonder of the world....” This is how Yves Saint Laurent described the living room designed 
by interior decorator, Jean-Michel Frank, for the Noailles family’s hôtel particulier. Frank was a member of the 
“assimilated” Jewish bourgeoisie during the Third Republic who, as a young man, rubbed shoulders with René 
Crevel and Drieu la Rochelle. In addition to spending time with budding writers, he reinvented home interiors by 
emptying them out and lighting them with shagreen and marquetry work. He created a pared-down, minimalist 
style, with furniture that would add colour to pre-War homes. Frank’s contribution was nothing short of a 
revolution in interior design, and everybody from Cole Porter, to François Mauriac and Nelson Rockefeller, 
called for his services. 

Like his creations, Frank’s life was also spectral. In addition to being Jewish at a time of rising Fascism 
and anti-Semitism, he had to hide his homosexual life with his American lover, finding solace in society life, 
travelling, and drugs. When Paris was occupied, he left for New York in 1941, where he committed suicide. 
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Laurence Benaïm is the author of several biographies, including one on Yves Saint Laurent, and another 
on Marie Laure de Noailles. 

Dreyfus, Alfred: LETTRES À LA MARQUISE CORRESPONDANCE INÉDITE AVEC 
MARIE-ARCONATI VISCONTI (LETTERS TO THE MARQUISE UNPUBLISHED 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH MARIE-ARCONATI VISCONTI)  
(Grasset, March 2017, 592 pages) 

Ø This unpublished correspondence between Dreyfus and the Marquise Arconati Visconti 
constitutes a major discovery for historiographers. 

Ø A fascinating document on the private life of a man who has forever left his mark on the 
French Republic and the history of anti-Semitism. 

Alfred Dreyfus was an officer in the French Army and accused of treason in favour of Germany on 
account of his being Jewish. He was convicted in 1894, and again in 1899, before finally being pardoned by the 
French President, and definitively exonerated, in 1906. The Dreyfus Affair, as it was known, divided France. 

Though the Dreyfus Affair may be an affair of state, it is also the affair of a man who tirelessly worked 
to restore his honour – a man of whom little is ultimately known, but who reveals himself throughout his hitherto 
unpublished correspondence with the Marquise Arconati Visconti. From 1899 to 1923, these 458 letters – most 
of which were written by him – not only reveal Dreyfus after the Affair, but also essential moments in France’s 
history. The rich collector and patron of the arts, Marie-Louise Arconati-Visconti (1840-1923), was an 
influential woman in the salons of Paris, a secular républicaine, and Captain Dreyfus’ friend. 

With each letter, we meet essential figures in French history: Émile Combes, Jean Jaurès, Clemenceau, 
Aristide Briand... but also lesser known figures, like historians Auguste Molinier and Gabriel Monod, who 
supported Dreyfus throughout the Affair. More than anything else, it offers a portrait of Dreyfus the man, who 
was far more active in political struggles than previously thought, and never once compromised his own honour, 
nor that of France. 

This unpublished correspondence is a considerable contribution to Dreyfus’ writing in both of his 
memoirs (Cinq années de ma vie, 1901, Carnets, posth., 1998), making it a major discovery and a fascinating 
record of its time. 

This edition was established and prefaced by Philippe Oriol, who has worked on the Dreyfus Affair for 
twenty-five years and wrote HISTOIRE DE L’AFFAIRE DREYFUS DE 1894 À NOS JOURS (2014). 

Heyrendt-Sherman, Catherine: CHURCHILL, BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE 
(CHURCHILL A GOURMET BIOGRAPHY) 
(Payot & Rivages, November 2016, 144 pages) 

Ø An unusual and delectable portrait of that great British hero, Winston Churchill. 

Ø A narrative filled to bursting with mouthwatering anecdotes. 

Ø An approach to international politics in which everything is played out at the table. 

By an eminent specialist in British history, this book paints a portrait of Churchill, a man of many 
superlatives, from the savory angle of gastronomy. This biography is the first in a new collection devoted to key 
historical figures that presents them in an atypically private way: at their dining table! 

The dining table was a crucial place in Churchill’s political life, as well as his personal one. Sitting 
down with him is an invitation to a close-up view of the century’s major conflicts and a lifestyle and education 
that no longer exist. It is also – lastly and most importantly – a front-row seat on the Lord Admiral’s famous 
quips and quotes. 

Catherine Heyrendt-Sherman teaches History of British Culture and Civilisation at the University of 
Reims, in addition to the classes she teaches at Sciences Po. She is a cheerful young woman with a biting sense 
of humour and a very British stiff upper lip. The only faux pas in her otherwise spotless career: having been born 
in France, when she is so often taken for a proper Englishwoman. 
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Beaurepaire, Pierre-Yves: MARIE ANTOINETTE, BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE 
(MARIE ANTOINETTE A GOURMET BIOGRAPHY) 
(Payot & Rivages, November 2016, 176 pages) 

Ø From her wedding banquet to the condemned queen’s last meal, a culinary biography that 
debunks a wealth of clichés about a highly controversial character. 

Ø A veritable voyage of discovery through France’s culinary heritage and the 18th-century’s 
“modern cuisine” revolution, guided by the Marie-Antoinette’s tastes. 

By one of the greatest historians of 18th-century France, this book offers readers a biography of Marie-
Antoinette from the savory point of view of gastronomy.  

The second volume in a new collection devoted to key historical figures that presents them in an 
atypically private way: at their dining table! A recreational work that will entertain readers while allowing them 
to get to know a different side of the famous queen, and of the century that symbolized so well, in Talleyrand’s 
words, the pleasure of living. 

Pierre-Yves Beaurepaire, Professor of History, specializes in the Age of Enlightenment and in the 
Freemasons. He has been invited to Yale and the University of Saint Petersburg. A bon vivant, he is devoted to 
making academic subjects accessible to the general public. Having been published in German, English and 
Russian, he is proud to sign this little gem, which was great fun both to research and to write. 

W. Craig, Mary: A TANGLED WEB MATA HARI: DANCER, COURTESAN, SPY 
(The History Press, August 2017, 288 pages) 
Ongoing offer in Estonia! 

Ø The first biography of Mata Hari in over a decade, and the first to draw on MI5 and 
Metropolitan archives 

Ø The first biography of Hari to explore the involvement of MI5 in her capture  

Ø Corrects some of the common  misconceptions and errors about Mata Hari  

Ø Original research into all of Mata Hari’s life from her childhood to her death 

A new study of the most infamous spy of the First World War, published to coincide with the 100th 
anniversary of her execution. 

In this new biography, published to coincide with the 100th anniversary of her execution, Mata Hari is 
revealed in all of her flawed eccentricity; a woman whose adult life was a fantastical web of lies and half-truths. 
Following a bitter divorce and the death of a young son, Hari reinvented herself as an exotic dancer in Paris, 
before finally taking up the life of a courtesan. She could have remained a half-forgotten member of France’s 
grande horizontale were it not for the First World War and her disastrous decision to become embroiled in 
espionage. What happened next was part farce and part tragedy that ended in her execution in October 1917. 
Recruited by both the Germans and the French as a spy, Hari – codenamed H- 21 – was also almost recruited by 
the Russians. But the harmless fantasies and lies she had told on stage had become part of the deadly game of 
agents and foreign agents during wartime. Struggling with the huge cost of war, the French authorities needed to 
catch a spy. Mata Hari, the dancer, the courtesan, the fantasist, became the prize catch. 

MARY W. CRAIG is a previous Carnegie scholar of the University of Glasgow where she gained a 
MLItt in history. She is a working historian specialising in the history of central Europe between 1848 and 1933. 
She also works as a community archivist involved in the creation of archival systems that protect original 
historical materials while increasing their accessibility to researchers and the general public. 

CULTURAL ESSAYS 

Monadé, Vincent: COMMENT FAIRE LIRE LES HOMMES DE VOTRE VIE (HOW TO 
ENCOURAGE MEN TO READ) 
(Payot, May 2017, 126 pages) 

Ø In 13 chapters, with titles like: “Reading is climactic: erotic literature as a cure,” “Old age is 
powerful: why the Classics are still sexy.” 
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A charming, funny and touching manual on how to encourage men to read. 

While there are lots of campaigns encouraging young people to read, what about people who don’t read 
any more, i.e. men! What has happened to the male brain? Vincent Monadé has written a true comic gem while 
launching a campaign against male demotivation. Women are urged to rally to the movement and the cause.  

Vincent Monadé is a compulsive reader.. When he isn’t reading, he presides over the French National 
Book Centre. 

Rights sold to: Italy (Garzanti), Korea (Bookocean) & Spain (Plataforma, world rights) 

“Vincent Monadé entend, à l’appui d’un style alerte et décalé, s’attaquer à une image tenace et qui 
prend racine dès l’enfance.” Livres Hebdo 

Attali, Jacques: HISTOIRES DE LA MER (STORIES OF THE SEA) 
(Fayard, September 2017, 350 pages) 

Ø A brilliant survey of the historic, geographic, scientific, economic and ecological impact of 
the world’s oceans. 

Here is the unprecedented whole story of the world’s oceans.  

How did oceans form, and why? How did life come to inhabit them? How has mankind explored them, 
and exploited them? What was their role in wartime? Why are they among the last unchartered territories on 
earth? Why are they at risk today and, with them, all of life itself? What can be done to protect them? Is there 
still time?  

Graduate of France’s prestigious Ecole polytechnique and Ecole nationale d’administration, former 
advisor to President François Mitterrand, and the founder and first president of the IBRD, Jacques Attali has had 
a brilliant writing career across a number of genres. His recent works include Fayard’s successful TOUS 
RUINÉS DANS DIX ANS ?, PHARES. 24 DESTINS and DIDEROT OU LE BONHEUR DE PENSER. 

Muchembled, Robert: LA CIVILISATION DES ODEURS (THE CIVILISATION OF 
ODOURS- 16TH TO 18TH  CENTURIES) 
(Les Belles Lettres, October 2017, 190 pages) 

The growing demonisation, from the Renaissance to the Enlightenment, of the least understood of our 
senses — that of smell — elucidates the manner in which the Western “Civilisation of Manners” has 
revolutionised our perception of the human body, culminating today in a powerful self-discipline primarily 
characterised by our societies’ deodorisation. 

From the Renaissance on, sight and hearing have been viewed more and more as the noble senses, 
reminiscent of the divine, unlike the proximal senses, too closely associated with animality and sexuality. The 
sense of smell was the one most targeted by the Moralists, for they believed that the devil hid behind waste, 
plague vapours, human excrement and the lower body, particularly that of the female. Therefore the self-
monitoring of such layers of hell, especially by the nose (whose form and length were thought to equate with 
those of the male and female sex organs), was the subject of every scholarly discourse, while stenches prevailed 
in this world, especially in large cities such as Paris or Naples. A multiform shaming mechanism urged us to 
reject and to sublimate this strongly animalistic side of humans. 

However, eliminating bad odours was not yet on the agenda. In fact, we were treating one evil with 
another, chasing away the plague by using the even more terrible odour of a goat, and by protecting body orifices 
and skin pores with highly fragrant substances. Perfumes, often of animal origin (musk), were used to chase 
away demons, but were also viewed as satanic traps. Such ambivalence persisted until the mid-18th century, 
when perfumes—increasingly floral—gained popularity in a more hedonic world. They then became part of a 
sublimation process by producing an olfactive barrier to counteract external stenches and body odours. 

Robert Muchembled Professor Emeritus at Université de Paris 13 (Paris Sorbonne Cité) and Chevalier 
de la Légion d’honneur, has written over 30 books translated into several dozen languages, notably LA 
SOCIÉTÉ POLICÉE. POLITIQUE ET POLITESSE EN FRANCE DU XVIE AU XXE SIÈCLE (Seuil, 1998); 
UNE HISTOIRE DU DIABLE, XIIE-XXE SIÈCLE (Seuil, 2000), etc. 
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Salanskis, Jean-Michel: LE FAIT JUIF (THE REALITY OF JUDAISM) 
(Les Belles Lettres, September 2017, 155 pages) 

Ø A glimpse into the role and importance in our history of the Nazi Holocaust, while also 
shedding light on the nature and function of the State of Israel.  

Ø  Jean-Michel Salanskis gives readers a sense of what matters most from the Jewish 
perspective: memory, the tangible, and humanity. 

This book makes it possible for a broad readership to better understand Judaism. 

This work explains why most people mistakenly believe that they know what Judaism and the Jewish 
experience are all about. The author broaches these subjects on the basis of their core foundation—Jewish law—
and specifies how the latter gives rise to a collective experience characterised by its observance and its study. 

Jean-Michel Salanskis a Professor of Philosophy at Université Paris Nanterre, has worked in the fields 
of the Philosophy of Mathematics, Phenomenology, and Contemporary Philosophy, as well as on Levinas and 
the Jewish tradition. He has penned 26 individual books and 150 articles, and has edited or co-edited 10 
collective works. 

Zarcone, Thierry & Laurant, Jean-Pierre: LE CERF (THE DEER. A MUSLIM AND 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLIC) 
(Les Belles Lettres, November 2017, 350 pages) 

Ø This book shows that the deer occupies a notable place in the Christian and Sufi hagio- 
graphies. 

An unprecedented history and anthropology of the deer in Judaeo-Christian and Muslim traditions 

If he shares with the lion or the eagle the position of emblematic figure almost universal, the deer has an 
almost unique feature which is to serve as a courier. Great communi- cant, the deer is a familiar of the celestial 
spheres of which it ensures the link, in both directions. It also has access to the underground world, present in 
Celtic legends as in Siberian shamanism: its woods draw the card of access to the invisible world. Thus, by its 
woods that grow (born) and fall (die) every year, he incarnates spiritual death followed by a rebirth. 

Thierry Zarcone works in CNRS as a researcher. His research focuses on intellectual and religious 
history in the Turkish and Iranian worlds. He is also a consultant to the l’Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights, an organism of OCDE.  

Jean-Pierre Laurant is a Historian. Specialist of René Guénon and christian esoterism on XIXth and 
XXth centuries in France 

Crubézy, Eric & Nikolaeva, Dariya: VAINQUEURS OU VAINCUS (VICTOR OR 
VANQUISHED?) 
(Odile Jacob, May 2017, 256 pages) 

Ø The authors follow on from the works of J. Diamonds on the role of climate in the history of 
civilizations.  

Ø A different way of looking at history, by questioning what ensures the survival of certain 
societies facing extreme natural conditions as well as invasions and colonization. 

An analysis of natural selection, the evolution of societies, adaptation to climate and the environment, 
taking Yakutia as a specific example. This book answers the question of why some societies collapse while others 
persist despite hostile conditions. 

Combining data from archeology, population genetics, social and political history, the authors offer 
another way of understanding the history and destiny of civilizations. 

Yakutia, the Eastern Siberian territory between Lake Baikal and the Bering Strait, is one of the most 
hostile regions on the planet. Temperatures drop to -70° C in winter. The territory is an enigma: the history of its 
population shows that it is not those groups best adapted to the environment that finally dominate, nor is it the 
most powerful societies — in this case the former USSR — that prevail. The victors are not always the ones we 
might imagine. 

Eric Crubézy is a professor of biological anthropology, a specialist in funerary archeology and 
paleogenetics, and Director of Research at the CNRS. 
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Dariya Nikolaeva is a doctor of history at the University of Versailles-Saint-Quentin, and a specialist in 
Yakut history and culture. 

Philippe, Edouard: DES HOMMES QUI LISENT (MEN WHO READ) 
(JC Lattès, July 2017, 150 pages)  
20,000 copies sold! 
8 weeks on the bestselling lists! 

Ø A book by the French Prime Minister. 

The story of a man through the books he has loved and the books that profoundly influenced him: books 
that made a son out of him, a father, a citizen, a politician. It explains a commitment, a vision, a way of thinking, 
doubts and choices. 

 “When I look at my library, I see what I have learned and a good part of what I love. These books have 
made me into the man I am. Novels, essays, manuals, albums, all jumbled together, contemplated at length or 
forgotten, rediscovered and discussed. A library is where the memories of our existence are stored. It whispers 
past joys, murmurs our flaws and betrays promises of reading. 

Books are a connection between men. It sounds like a catch phrase but it is quite real and particularly 
evident in my own family history. In my relationship with my father but also in my grandfather’s jour- ney 
through life and in the lives of those close to me and whom I hold dear.” 

Edouard Philippe is prime minister of France. He was deputy and mayor of Le Havre and he is the 
author of two novels with Gilles Boyer : L’heure de vérité (2009) and Dans l’ombre (2012). 

“A wonderful essay about the writers who have made him who he is.” ELLE 

“In a very personal account, the French Prime Minister speaks of his relationship to liter”ature and 
makes reading a political affair.” LA CROIX 

Darriulat, Jacques & Enthoven, Raphaël: VERMEER (VERMEER A TIME OF DAY 
AND AN ERA) 
(Fayard, February 2017, 304 pages) 

Ø Philosophers Jacques Darriulat and Raphaël Enthoven invite us to reflect upon the dizzying 
reality of a painter whose paintings have the strange capacity of signifying their own 
existence. 

What’s so wonderful about the paintings of Johannes Vermeer de Delft (1632-1675)? Nothing, Jacques 
Darriulat and Raphaël Enthoven would reply in unison. But this “nothing” is precisely what needs to be 
examined in detail, like that “little patch of yellow wall” that opened the eyes of a character in Marcel Proust.  

The indefinite time of day in Vermeer’s View of Delft and the dense luminosity in his interior scenes 
also reveal details of the artist’s life, an everyday existence of the most ordinary kind painted with unprecedented 
intensity. From his enigmatic apprenticeship and his supposed conversion to Catholicism to his dissolute life and 
the peaceful worlds represented in his paintings, Vermeer was a master of the art of fugue. 

Jacques Darriulat taught philosophy at the Lycée Henri IV in Paris as well as philosophy of art at the 
Sorbonne (Paris-IV). He is the author of www.jdarriulat.net, a website dedicated to philosophy.  

Raphaël Enthoven teaches philosophy as often as possible, from any platform he is invited to speak 
from. He discovered his passion for the transmission of knowledge while taking classes with Jacques Darriulat at 
one of France’s prestigious grande ecoles preparatory classes. 

Lemire, Laurent: MONSTRES ET MONSTRUOSITÉS (MONSTERS & 
MONSTROSITY) 
(Perrin, May 2017, 216 pages) 

Ø Infiltrating every field – literary, artistic, scientific and religious – the monster fascinates and 
can be an object for study or a freak show attraction. 

In his skillful and lively account of how the monster evolved into the monstrous, Laurent Lemire traces 
the link that leads from the marvelous to the horrifying. 
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Starting with ancient mythological hybrids such as the bird- headed man with bison depicted in the 
Lascaux cave, going on to real monsters like the Jurassic’s giant headless mollusks, and without neglecting 
demons and vampires, Laurent Lemire draws up a select bestiary of these creatures. But venturing beyond mere 
appearance, the author also focuses on the monstrosity of the human mind (Jack the Ripper) and society’s 
ostracized the mirror of its aberrations. 

Reflecting our fears, the monster is the one who reveals and warns. He thus holds a special place, 
indicating the limits of human nature.  

Laurent Lemire is a journalist at the magazine Nouvel Observateur.  He has written biographies in 
which he combines history, culture and popular science: MARIE CURIE (2001) LE SIÈCLE D’ALBERT 
EINSTEIN (2008), ALAN TURING (2012) and CES SAVANTS QUI ONT EU RAISON TROP TÔT (2013). 

Perreau, Yann: INCOGNITO ANONYMAT, HISTOIRES D'UNE CONTRE-CULTURE 
(INCOGNITO ANONYMITY: STORIES OF A COUNTERCULTURE)  
(Grasset, March 2017, 240 pages) 

Ø From Elena Ferrante to Daft Punk, by way of Anonymous, the experience of anonymity is at 
the heart of our society’s recent upheavals.  

Ø In the vein of Greil Marcus’ classic, Lipstick Traces. 

This book offers a “secret history” that has never been looked at for what it is: a counter-culture. It is 
made up of scandals and hidden struggles, unresolved enigmas, and cases that have remained mysterious. Its 
major players are invisible, acting within the margins of “Official History” masked heroes and anonymous 
heroics. Sometimes geniuses, often misunderstood, they have invented unprecedented forms of ruses, tactics, 
manoeuvres, and every kind of strategy possible. 

The fascinating use of anonymity and pseudonyms has always existed and is now only on the rise. 
Today, it is part of all creative practices (music, art, literature, etc.), politics, and even daily life. The explosion 
of the Internet has atomized individual and collective categories, privileging communities, the creation of virtual 
identities, aliases and browsing online incognito. 

This work also hopes to be a sort of “toolbox” for those who might be tempted to become completely 
anonymous through its different forms (avatars, alias, heteronyms, pseudonyms, and so on). In addition to this, it 
is also an impassioned reflection on the notions of freedom, authenticity, the author, and fame. 

Yann Perreau lives between Paris and Los Angeles. He is an author, journalist, and critic. He has 
contributed to several publications and published two books, California Dreamin’, portraits à la frontière du rêve 
américain (2011) and Londres en mouvements (2005). 

INVESTIGATIONS & TRUE STORIES & MEMOIRS 

Blachère, Emilie: UNE FLEUR SUR LES CADAVRES (THEY KILLED MY HUSBAND 
IN HOMS) 
(Plon, October 2017, 288 pages) 

Ø Emilie Blachère recounts that painful episode for the first time, shining a spotlight on the 
honorable men and women who investigate modern-day mass executioners. 

Ø Emilie Blachère describes devastation, the stunning “blast” of revelation and death, the tidal 
wave of sorrow and remembrance of shared moments. 

She was 29 years old when the man she loved lost his life in Syria. Assassinated in Homs while he was 
doing his job as a press photographer.  

Rémi Ochlik, her true love, died – along with another journalist, Marie Colvin, reporter for the Sunday 
Times – when an artillery shell exploded where they were staying on February 22, 2012.  

Life as it was before. But she doesn’t get bogged down in mourning. She, too, is a reporter. And so it is 
through the tools of her trade – investigation, tenacity and intuition – that she learns about the “proof hunters,” 
the investigators of every nationality who make it their duty to collect evidence against assassins. So that the 
executioners of Damascus, Mosul, Palmyra and Aleppo can be brought to trial at the International Tribunal. 
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One of these modern agents of justice knocks on her door one morning: he has proof that the shell that 
hit the house in Homs wasn’t fired at random. And so begins a search for truth and justice that will lead Emilie in 
the footsteps of her lost love - to Lebanon and Iraq – but also to unmarked apartments in the western capitals, 
where international investigators compile the evidence. As a posthumous tribute to Ochlik and to all the 
“innocent victims” of Middle Eastern wars, she focuses, not on the torturers and murderers but on the honorable 
men and women who, in order not to let those crimes go unpunished, risk their lives to comb meticulously 
through the evidence that will enable the courts to identify the guilty parties. “Justice isn’t meant to help the 
victims, it’s meant to judge and convict the criminals,” one of her interviewees explains. 

Over the course of her insightful and fascinating investigation, the young woman will realize that, with 
enough determination, “flowers can grow on dead bodies.” 

Since 2007, Emilie Blachère, 34, journalist for Paris Match, has been covering hotspots and complex 
topics in the news: jihadist networks in Europe, the endless ordeal of Syrian refugees on the borders of Jordan 
and Turkey, child-soldiers in the DRC and child-miners in Donbass, Ukraine (a report for which she received an 
Italian International Press Award, the Luchetta of the printed press). Une fleur sur les cadavres is her first book. 

Blanchier, Marielle: ITINÉRAIRE SPIRITUEL D’UNE MÈRE DE FAMILLE (TRÈS) 
NOMBREUSE (THE REASONS WHY I DECIDED TO HAVE 13 CHILDREN)  
(Plon, September 2017, 288 pages) 

A spiritual journey that led a woman to become the mother of 13 children. She did some serious soul-
searching, undergoing a veritable “conversion”: from then on, she would express her faith by giving life. 

A practicing Catholic and graduate of ESSEC who worked for a German pharmaceutical company for 
two years, Marielle lived and traveled overseas before settling with her loving husband and their five energetic 
children. She “had it all,” everything most people want, but she still felt like some other “all” was missing from 
her life. Thus began a period of soul-searching. She underwent a conversion and, without changing anything 
about her daily life, except the number of children in it, “everything” would change: a sense of conviction grew 
in her, and the Word rang out. 

This journey of spiritual discovery, carried out by giving birth, led her to offer up her own life, to her 
own rebirth. Over the course of the days, the joys and sorrows, the obstacles, the battles won and the doubts, she 
gradually comes to feel inhabited by the certainty that going it alone makes the adventure unreasonable and 
humanly impossible: she learns to trust in God and to find strength in the sacraments. 

She shares her thought process, which had nothing to do with religious pressure, and responds to the 
assumption that associates large families with traditional or extremely conservative Catholicism. 

Marielle Blanchier has 13 children. A graduate of ESSEC, she is the author of Et ils eurent beaucoup 
d’enfants (“They Got Married and Had Lots of Children” Les Arènes, 2013). 

Thomas, Chantal with Monroy, Catherine: SENS DESSUS DESSOUS, L’AMAZONE 
DE LA MODE (TOPSY TURVY, THE AMAZON OF FASHION) 
(Michel Lafon, September 2017, 250 pages) 

Ø At 70 years old, Chantal Thomas is publishing her first autobiography. 

Ø Chantal Thomass has since the 1980s embodied the eternal female via her sexy, refined 
fashion. 

Ø This is a free, uncompromising woman who won numerous battles and lost a fair few… 

The autobiography of one of the biggest icons of French glamour. An unprecedented and intimate 
glimpse into the life of a free spirit who reveals for the first time her professional journey as well as her private 
life as spouse and mother. 

This is the story of a young girl from the suburbs who dreams of breaking away from the life of her 
parents.  A shy girl riddled with complexes who doesn’t smile or speak and who only comes to life when 
dancing by herself in the extravagant costumes she creates – the only real connection she has with her 
dressmaker mother.  With Bruce Thomass, the boy she met when she was 15 and who would become her 
husband and business partner of 25 years, she broke conventions in the world of haute couture to succeed in a 
predominantly male world.  With her good friends such as Thierry Mugler and Jean-Charles de Castelbajac, not 
to mention Kenzo and Karl Lagerfeld, she experienced the craziness of catwalks and the Palace years – as well 
as the slaughter of the AIDS years – and climbed to the very top of the career pole.   
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Paterlini Bréchot, Patrizia: TUER LE CANCER (KILLING CANCER) 
(Stock, January 2017, 250 pages) 
Short-listed for the Prix France Télévision 
20,000 copies sold 
English sample available 

Ø A simple blood test can now detect precursors of an invasive cancer. This could save millions 
of lives in the future. 

Ø Patrizia Paterlini-Bréchot sheds light on the personal journey that led her to this discovery 
and reveals the great scientific advancements that helped devise decisive weapons in the 
battle against cancer. 

Tracking down cancer even before the first symptoms? Driven by this extraordinary ambition, a woman 
doctor-turned-researcher braved every obstacle to devise a revolutionary test. 

For years Professor Patrizia Paterlini-Bréchot vowed, both at her patients’ bedside and in the secret of 
her laboratory, to decode the camouflage strategies of cancer, this serial killer. 

She spent nights and days perfecting experimental techniques in tracking tumour cells that circulate in 
the blood long before the illness first appears. And, with the help of other scientists, she found a way. She is 
convinced: they should be focusing on early diagnosis. And this is a battle that concerns us all. 

Patrizia Paterlini-Bréchot is an oncologist, haematologist, Professor of cellular and molecular biology as 
applied to oncology at Paris Descartes University, and Director of her research team. Her work has been 
rewarded with several French and international prizes. She is world-renowned for her scientific precision and her 
commitment to fighting cancer. 

Rights sold in: Italy (Mondadori). 

“On her way to a Nobel Prize?” Vanity Fair 

"Patrizia Paterlini est une guerrière." Télérama 

" Patricia Paterlini-Bréchot est une pionnière " Elle 

" La détermination et la force d'une guerrière" La Vie  

SCIENCES 

Pharabod, Jean-Pierre & Klein, Gérard: HEURS ET MALHEURS DE LA PHYSIQUE 
QUANTIQUE (FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE IN QUANTUM PHYSICS- 
(RE)DISCOVERING THE GREAT THEORIES OF PHYSICS) 
(Odile Jacob, February 2017, 224 pages) 

Ø The great theories of physics seen through the controversies they provoke.  

Ø Quantum physics and general relativity, the two pillars of modern physics, are a  source of 
fascination to many. 

Ø Difficult subjects tackled in their historical context and without scientific tools. 

“A scientific theory triumphs when its opponents are dead,” said Max Planck, a pioneer in quantum 
physics. This field is a good example of the pertinence of his adage, but the theories of relativity or the more 
ancient ones of atomism and light have caused many disputes: a new idea always confronts the established 
order, and takes its place only after a fierce struggle. 

Born in the first half of the twentieth century, Quantum mechanics is a branch of physics which 
describes the behaviour of very small objects: molecules, atoms or particles. It is one of the pillars of 
contemporary science. It is full of paradoxes, of strange-seeming theories that oblige us to reconsider the way in 
which we view matter and even the physical world in general. 

These are the scholarly disputes brought to life here by two historians of science, illuminating as much 
the nature of the challenges connected with these new theories as the structure of the scientific community that 
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confronts them. The life of a scientific theory is never easy, and an analysis of the turbulence it generates is an 
excellent way of looking at it, without calculation or any particular scientific background. 

Jean-Pierre Pharabod is a physicist who until 2000 worked in the laboratories of the Ecole 
Polytechnique. He is the author of many popular works. 

Gérard Klein is a writer and publisher of science fiction, and an avid observer of the evolution of 
science and its treatment in fiction. 

Guyon, Étienne & Radjai, Farhang & Delenne, Jean-Yves: MATIÈRE EN GRAINS 
(GRANULAR MATTER-THE SCIENCE OF GRANULAR MATERIALS) 
(Odile Jacob, May 2017, 336 pages) 

Ø The great theories of physics seen through the controversies they provoke.  

Ø Quantum physics and general relativity, the two pillars of modern physics, are a  source of 
fascination to many.  

Ø Difficult subjects tackled in their historical context and without scientific tools.  

From a pile of sand to a bowl of cereal, and from an avalanche to the structure of soil... Along with 
water, granular matter is the most abundant material on Earth. Originally a source of metaphor, such as the 
atom of Democritus, they gave rise to the science of crystallography in the 17th century then, in the last few 
decades, to many theoretical developments often linked to industrial or agricultural applications. 

The best symbol of this growth in grain matter is undoubtedly the sand castle that adorned the cover of 
the scientific journal Nature, with a wet sandy building posing marvellous scientific challenges. 

Here, Etienne Guyon reports on the many advances in this very active field of research, along with two 
young colleagues from different disciplines — agronomy, mineralogy, theoretical physics — enabling us to 
better understand the secrets of the most ordinary matter in existence. 

Étienne Guyon, a physicist, is a professor at ESPCI ParisTech and Honorary Director of the Ecole 
Normale Supérieure. 

Farhang Radjai is Director of Research at the CNRS, University of Montpellier. 

 Jean-Yves Delenne is Director of Research at INRA. 

Lledo, Pierre-Marie: LE CERVEAU AU XXIE SIÈCLE (THE BRAIN IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY) 
(Odile Jacob, March 2017, 230 pages) 

Ø A review of the essential discoveries that come to us every day from all over the world on the 
mechanisms of learning, memory, attention, motivation, leadership, decision-making… 

Ø Beyond neurobiology, an analysis of the impact of these discoveries not only on the sciences 
of education, psychology, medicine, but also on theology, marketing, economics ... 

Ø An essential ethical reflection on the use we must make of this knowledge so as not to distort 
the foundations of our humanity and also our freedom. 

For the first time in human history, we are about to decipher the most intimate functioning of our brain, 
explain how our thoughts emerge in our heads, how memory is formed, transformed and how it disappears - and 
also how our cognitive faculties can be enriched by our emotions. 

This substantive work leads to progress in understanding the major functions of our brain, repairing 
defective nerve circuits, inventing new therapeutic strategies for mental health, or treating neurodegenerative 
diseases such as Alzheimer's or Parkinson's, scourges of modern times. 

Even if very soon we can envisage operating on the human brain to modify it, it is more difficult to 
determine the change by which our central unit will have lost its human characteristics to become a tool-object 
of our own creation. Can we modify our states of consciousness without altering our identity? Where are the 
acceptable borderlines in modifying the great physiological functions and preserving human traits? 

Professor Pierre-Marie Lledo heads the Department of Neuroscience at the Institut Pasteur where he is 
also head of the “Memory and Perception” unit. He is also Director of Research at the CNRS where he directs 
the “Genes and Cognition” laboratory, and a member of the European Academy of Sciences. He has been a 
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visiting professor at Harvard University for many years. He published LE CERVEAU SUR MESURE (The 
Custom-Designed Brain) with Jean-Didier Vincent. He lives in Paris. 

Klein, Etienne & Wismann, Hans: L’ULTIME ATOME DE DÉMOCRITE AU BOSON 
DE HIGGS ET AU-DELÀ (THE ULTIMATE ATOM, FROM DEMOCRITUS TO THE 
HIGGS BOSON AND BEYOND) 
(Albin Michel, March 2017, 250 pages) 

The challenge of this captivating dialogue between a specialist of antique philosophy and a theoretician 
of modern physics is to retrace the long history of the idea of the atom. 

What emerges from this reconstruction of the stages of atomism is that even if the means of verification 
have changed, it is still creative genius that leads to discoveries. From Democritus to the modern theory of the 
atom, hypotheses have served to advance knowledge; in order to progress, science needs to „think”.  

A successful author of popular science books, Étienne Klein is a physicist, research director with the 
CEA. He participated in the conception of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) at the CERN. 

Philosopher and philologist, Heinz Wismann is a director of studies at the EHESS. His most recent 
book, Penser entre les langues (Albin Michel, 2012), has received many awards. 

Mortier-Dumont, Baptiste: EXPERIMENTBOY 
(Flammarion, November 2016, 144 pages)  

Ø From making hot ice to breaking a glass with sound, from cutting metal with water to 
exploding a ball with a laser, and even walking on water… More than a dozen experiments to 
heat up your brain cells! 

This is the first book from ExperimentBoy, whose formula is far from rocket science: stunning 
experiments, accessible scientific content, a dash of madness and, above all, a show with explosions galore, 
exquisite pictures taken at a very high speed, etc. 

Why do Mentos make Coca-Cola explode? In 2008, Baptiste took advantage of the buzz around that 
celebrated experiment to create his own YouTube channel, ExperimentBoy, and explain the science behind such 
powerful reactions. With 30 million views to date, his channel currently boasts a community of 450,000 
suscribers, who just like him want to understand everything there is to know about the world around them. 

Baptiste a.k.a ExperimentBoy has been promoting science on YouTube from an early age. His channel 
is extremely popular with the 18 to 35 age group and should soon become a TV show. 

Mansoulié, Bruno: TOUTE LA PHYSIQUE (OU PRESQUE) EN 15 EQUATIONS (ALL 
PHYSICS OR ALMOST IN 15 EQUATIONS) 
Illustrated by Lison Bernet 
(Flammarion, February 2017, 128 pages) 

We are fascinated by quantum mechanics, cosmology and particle physics, but how can we escape 
feeling crushed by the mass of cabalistic signs they involve? 

"Quite simply by taking a closer look!” replies the author, one of the creators of the enormous 
accelerator of the European Centre for Nuclear Research (CERN). 

The "standard model" of particle physics, the Ideal Gas Laws, proof that atoms exist, the Dirac 
equation, crucial to understand antimatter, or even E=MC², which reconciles matter and energy: these equations 
of physics are open avenues via which we break through the secrets of the universe. Even better: their universal 
language reveals the incomparable beauty of the world that surrounds us. 

Bruno Mansoulié is a physician at the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission 
(CEA), where he led the Particle Physics Department. He also works at the CERN on the ATLAS experiment 
and has largely contributed to tracking and discovering the Higgs boson. 
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Badiou, Alain: JE VOUS SAIS SI NOMBREUX (I KNOW HOW MANY OF YOU THERE 
ARE) 
(Fayard, September 2017, 64 pages) 

The history of humanity has only just begun. And though the Neolithic Revolution endowed humanity 
with unparalleled means of transmission, subsistence, knowledge and conflict, it in no way did away with the 
existence of inequality, hierarchies, and the figures of violence and power that we are seeing today on an 
unprecedented scale. Indeed, in some respects it only made things worse. A second revolution, of an 
indeterminate scale, needs to occur in the centuries to come to restore to all of humanity the irrefutable unity of 
deciding its own fate. This second revolution will do away with what is, in actual fact, the criminal motive 
behind the disparity of wealth and of ways of life. Only then can the history of humanity begin again – but this 
time from the Same, and not from difference. 

Former professor of philosophy  at Paris VIII and at the Ecole normale supérieure, Alain Badiou is the 
author of L’ÊTRE ET L’ÉVÉNEMENT (Le Seuil, 1982) and BECKETT ET DELEUZE (Pluriel).  His Seminar 
lectures are published with Fayard. 

Frédéric Lenoir: SPINOZA, UN AMI  QUI NOUS AIDE À VIVRE (SPINOZA, A 
FRIEND WHO HELPS US LIVE) 
(Fayard, November 2017, 250 pages) 

From Nietzsche to Einstein by way of Bergson and Freud, the greatest of the modern thinkers would 
acknowledge their debt to the man they considered the greatest philosopher of all times: Baruch Spinoza, the 
seventeenth century Dutch thinker.  

Frédéric Lenoir brings the complexity of Spinoza’s thought within reach, to demonstrate, in so doing, 
how it revolutionized the way we see the world. Precursor of the Enlightenment, he was the first of the Western 
thinkers to imagine a state founded on the separation of political and religious powers, and guaranteeing the 
individual’s freedom of conscience and thought. A pioneer of the interpretation of religious texts from a critical 
and historical perspective, Spinoza was also a forebear of psychoanalysis (we are not free because we are 
unconsciously driven by impulses, desires and emotions) as well as a monistic thinker (God and Nature are one 
and the same reality) whose vision of the divine was not unlike that of the sages of India.  

Spinoza’s greatest contribution, however, as author Frédéric Lenoir sets out to demonstrate, was the 
propounding of an ethic of self-knowledge to find perfect joy in life.  

Frédéric Lenoir is a philosopher and sociologist,. He is the author of numerous essays and novel, 
translated into over twenty languages, including his best-selling DU BONHEUR (Fayard, 2013).  

Hagège, Claude: LES RELIGIONS LA PAROLE ET LA VIOLENCE (RELIGIONS, THE 
WORD AND VIOLENCE) 
(Odile Jacob, March 2017, 240 pages) 
N.5 on the bestsellers list of L’Express 

Ø The latest book by Claude Hagège, one of the most eminent linguists of our times, a specialist 
renowned for his wonderful writing style, who has been popular with an international 
readership for over 25 years.  

Ø A unique and original contribution, both erudite and mordant, from a specialist, on the 
question of the ties between violence and religions, which is such a crucial one in today’s 
world. 

Why does religious discourse engender violence and not peace? There is no known human community 
that does not present a belief in a super-human power overseeing personal actions and initiatives. Such beliefs 
have existed since time immemorial and around the globe. We can, therefore, conclude that they reflect a need 
that is inherent to our species, that in fact defines it. 

One could also assume – but it would be naïve – that this universal need would bring people and 
communities together. Yet on the contrary, ancient, modern and contemporary history is filled with examples of 
violence that seems to know no bounds. 
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In this book, Claude Hagège devotes himself to observing and interpreting this phenomenon with the 
stunning talent and erudition for which he is known. He brings a particular focus to the power of words, 
investigating the reasons why different religions’ discourse, rather than contributing to peace, engenders 
dissension and violence. 

Claude Hagège is a Professor at the Collège de France and winner of the CNRS (National Scientific 
Research Centre) gold medal. A world renowned linguist, he is the author of immensely successful works such 
as On the Death and Life of Languages (Yale University Press, 2009), The Child with Two Tongues, The Breath 
of Language, translated into English, Spanish, Portuguese, Greek, Japanese, etc. 

Ferry, Luc: SEPT FAÇONS D’ÊTRE HEUREUX OU LES PARADOXES DU 
BONHEUR (SEVEN WAYS TO BE HAPPY OR THE PARADOXES  OF HAPPINESS) 
(Editions XO, November 2016, 300 pages) 

One of the most brilliant philosophers of our time delivers us keys to find real happiness. 

Far from the so-called “rules of wisdom” that apply to everyone, Luc Ferry addresses the question of 
happiness, omnipresent in our societies, by deeply reflecting on the experiences that, throughout life, help to 
improve it. if it is vain to make happiness the goal in one’s life, love, admiration, creation, freedom, knowledge, 
politics, action can make one incredibly happy. These experiences, the philosopher relates, trigger unique and 
intense joy. There is not just one but many paths to happiness, and Luc Ferry has chosen seven. During these 
times of illusory desires and somber events, this book, full of precision and energy, shows how man, when he 
takes action and opens up to others, is able to receive this unexpeted gift that gives meaning and beauty to life. 

A new and original approach to happiness that reminds us that we all carry within ourselves the ability 
to instigate these precious moments of joy and fulfillment. 

Luc Ferry, philosopher, former minister of education, Luc Ferry is the top-selling author of The 
revolution of Love (Plon, 2013) and The Transhumanist revolution (Plon, 2016). 

Jullien, François: UNE SECONDE VIE (A SECOND LIFE) 
(Grasset, February 2017, 198 pages) 

Everyone has two lives, and the second one begins when they realize they only have one. In this new 
essay, François Jullien analyzes this moment of rupture where one exists, suddenly, fully conscious of one’s 
existence. It is the birth of a new life inside life itself. In essence, a wonderful stroke of luck. 

There is one question that is impossible to avoid with the passage of time: why do I choose to continue 
living? And there are a thousand ways to reply. But the simplest answers are never satisfying. Confronting it 
philosophically, however, allows one to find a more ambitious understanding, and a chance to draft an idea of a 
“second” life. 

In order to reach this, one must think of truths – not ones that have been demonstrated, but ones 
decanted from life itself. Proving to oneself, by using accumulated experience, that one can try again. Striving to 
accept lucidity, this negative knowledge that comes to us despite ourselves. Catching a glimpse of a clear 
horizon, a second love – one not founded on possession, but on the infinite nature of the intimate. 

François Jullien is a philosopher, Hellenist, and Sinologist, and occupies the Chair of Alterity at the 
Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme. He is one of the most widely translated contemporary thinkers in 
the world, and author of several works, among which are: FIGURES DE L’IMMANENCE, LE DÉTOUR ET 
L’ACCÈS (Detour and Access), LES TRANSFORMATIONS SILENCIEUSES (The Silent Transformations), 
CETTE ÉTRANGE IDÉE DU BEAU. 

Foreign rights sold for previous works: Arabic (Lebanon: Sud Editions), Bulgarian (Iztok Zapad, LIK), 
Castilian (Siruela, Arena, Libros Perfil, Bellaterra, El Cuenco de Plata, El Hilo de Ariadna), Chinese (Peking UP, 
The Commerical Press, Henan UP), English (UK: Seagull Books), Estonian (Université de Tallin), German 
(Sequenzia, Merve, Passagen, Turia Kant), Italian (Einaudi, Il Mulino, Luca Sossella, Raffaello Cortina, La 
Scuola), Japanese (Kodonsha), Korean (Hanul, Dongnyok), Portuguese (Brazilian: Discurso Editorial, Editora 
34; Portugal: Instituto Piaget), Russian (Progress-Tradition, Moscow Philosophy Foundation, Salikov & Co.), 
Vietnamese (Editions de Danang). 
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Morin, Edgar: CONNAISSANCE, IGNORANCE, MYSTÈRE (UNDERSTANDING, 
IGNORANCE, MYSTERY) 
(Fayard, March 2017, 192 pages) 

Ø Edgar Morin’s life lessons for the 21st century are the culmination of a life of thought.  

Ø This latest book elaborates a method for understanding the complexity of reality, to approach 
the mystery of the world, of and humankind, as closely as possible. 

These days, the expansion of knowledge has the same irresistible force as the expansion of the universe. 
Yet the human mind does not have the capacity to take it all in, to adopt and to organize this ever-increasing 
body of knowledge.  

Though we may be able to understand it in part, thanks to dictionaries, encyclopedias and Google, we 
will never be able to know it All. Is our understanding condemned to be incomplete, or is there a way to detect 
the knowledge, be it unachieved and unachievable, that is essential to human beings? 

Edgar Morin was born in Paris in 1921. Director of research at the CNRS, he is the author of numerous 
works of sociology and philosophy. 

Ferry, Luc: MYTHOLOGIE ET PHILOSOPHIE (MYTHOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY - 
THE MEANING OF THE GREAT GREEK MYTHS) 
(Plon, November 2016, 592 pages) 
12.000 copies already sold! 

Taking a new look at Greek mythology, illuminated by Luc Ferry’s philosophical standpoint and expert 
interpretation. 

“Our everyday speech is studded with dozens of expressions that come directly from Greek mytho- 
logy: having “an Achilles’ heel “ or “the Midas touch”, making a “Her- culean effort,” “opening Pandora’s box,” 
being “caught between Scylla and Charybdis,” fearing a “ Trojan horse “, remembering to “ beware of Greeks 
bearing gifts, “ etc. Hun- dreds of sleepy references to Sirens, Typhon, Ocean, Triton, Python, Sibyl, Stentor, 
Mentor, Laius, Argus, Oedipus and other mythical characters still slip incognito into our daily conversations. I 
invite you to awaken them with this retelling of the magnificent tales they derive from. But that’s not all. The 
great myths are more than just “tales and legends.” They also offer tremendously profound wisdom and life 
lessons. Mythology is a grandiose attempt to provide answers to the ages-old metaphysical question of “the right 
way for mortals to live.” Therefore, studying mythology, which is fascinating in its own right, constitutes an 
excellent introduction to philosophy.” 

Philosopher, former Minister of Education, LUC FERRY is the author of numerous bestsellers, 
including (published by Plon) APPRENDRE À VIVRE (Learning to Live), 2006; LA SAGESSE DES 
MYTHES (The wisdom of myths), 2008; LA RÉVOLUTION DE L’AMOUR (The revolution of love), 2010; 
L’INNOVATION DESTRUCTRICE (Destructive innovation), 2014 and LA RÉVOLUTION 
TRANSHUMANISTE, 2016. 

Eliade, Mircea & Couliano, Ioan Peter: DICTIONNAIRE DES RELIGIONS 
(DICTIONARY OF RELIGIONS) 
(Plon, October 2016, 368 pages) 
35,500 copies sold! 
First editions translated in 18 languages! 

Ø A new edition of THE reference on the subject, by renowned religious historian Mircea 
Eliade. 

When he finished his monumental History of Religious Ideas, Mircea Eliade wanted to synthesize the 
work of a lifetime devoted to religious history into a single volume. Unable to complete the undertaking on his 
own, he requested the help of Ioan P. Couliano, professor of History of Religions at the University of Chicago, 
in bringing the vast enterprise to its conclusion. 

This dictionary is the fruit of that phenomenal task. Not only does it contain essential articles about 
various religions around the world, it also includes a series of informative entries about the founders of religions, 
prophets, holy books, and various spiritual currents that have marked humanity’s religious history. This is THE 
reference in the field. 
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Born in Bucharest en 1907, Mircea Eliade lived in India from 1928 to 1932, and taught philosophy at 
the University of Bucharest from 1933 to 1940. A cultural attaché, first in London, then in Lisbon, he later taught 
at France’s prestigious Ecole des Hautes Etudes (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences), where he 
began writing his books about comparative religious history directly in French. After having taught at the 
Sorbonne and other European universities, he went on to be Chair of the History of Religions in the University 
of Chicago Divinity School from 1957 to his death, in 1986. 

Born in Rumania in 1950, Ioan P. Couliano studied at the University of Bucharest and then at Sacred 
Heart University in Milan, where he worked with Ugo Bianchi. In 1975, he started doing post-doctoral work 
with Mircea Eliade at the University of Chicago, then taught at the University of Groningen, in the Netherlands, 
before being becoming a professor in the University of Chicago Divinity School. He died in 1991. 

PSYCHOLOGY & MEDECINE & SELF-HELP 

Kaltenbach, Lorraine: FILLES À PAPA (FATHERS’ DAUGHTERS) 
(Flammarion, May 2017,368 pages) 

The diversity of father-daughter relationship through 80 famous examples. 

From Molière's daughter, a notorious bigot, to Rasputin’s, a lion tamer in a circus; from Sade's plain 
Jane to Senator McCarthy's adopted daughter, a passionate environmentalist; from fathers who worshipped their 
daughters, such as Talleyrand or Lady Gaga's father, to lousy ones such as Trotsky, Orson Welles and Albert 
Einstein, or those who were ready to disavow their progeny such as Jaures, as well as the begetters of Jackie 
Kennedy, Jane Austen, Leni Riefenstahl, Hannah Arendt, Simone de Beauvoir and Madame Claude, this book 
lists about eighty famous or unsung father-daughter duos. Love, admiration, possessiveness, loyalty, violence, 
abandonment, adoption, absence, weakness, illegitimacy, incest, treason, parricide: the extreme diversity of the 
father-daughter relationship and its shroud of mystery reveals the complexities of this invisible bond. Familiar to 
all women and to some fathers, such attachment can only be contemplated through the narrow doorway of 
personal experience, unless one risks a look through the keyhole to find out how others live it… 

Lorraine Kaltenbach has always lived by her pen, for instance at the French National Assembly's 
Committee of culture, family and social affairs or in her work for several ministers. She is also the co-author of 
the essay Championnes (Arthaud, 2015). 

Filliozat, Isabelle & Dubois, Anouk: ON NE SE COMPREND PLUS (WE JUST DON’T 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER ANYMORE) 
(JC Lattès,  220 pages, September 2017) 
Sold in 16 languages! 
320,000 copies sold 

Ø Isabelle Filliozat offers a helpful new look at the motivations behind adolescent behavior, of 
which both parents and teens themselves are often unaware. 

Isabelle Filliozat advocates for positive parenting. She believes in a non-violent approach based on 
listening and empathizing, and taking into account a number of recent findings in neuro-biology. In each book, 
she targets a particular age group, identifying the typical “problems” with one or two illustrations; provides 
scientific explanations about what is happening in the child’s brain; and lastly suggests practical solutions to 
remedy the problem. 

All adolescents are different. Some get through this period cooped up in their room, others go out every 
night. Some spend their time slouched on the living room sofa, others get deeply involved in sports, sometimes 
to the point of putting their health in jeopardy. Yet certain similarities can be drawn as they are all going through 
a crisis, a very complex transformation. 

Adolescence is a worrisome time and the dangers are real: alcohol, sex, drugs, excessive speed, 
dropping out of school, eating disorders... And in order to get through this period, teenagers need their parents by 
their side, not staring them down. 

In the same structure as her previous titles, On ne se comprend plus explores adolescent psychology, 
and certain aspects of biology and physiology, from the early stages of adolescence (ages 11-12) through the 
middle and then the late stages at 16 and 17. 
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Isabelle Filliozat is a psychotherapist and director of L’Ecole des Intelligences Relationnelle et 
Emotionnelle. Author of several books, among which, Au Coeur des emotions de l’enfant, Il n’y a pas de parent 
parfait. 

Anouk Dubois is a psychomotor therapist and instructor for early childhood, and an illustrator. 

Braconnier, Alain: SAVOIR ÉCOUTER ET SE FAIRE ENTENDRE (HOW TO LISTEN 
AND TO BE HEARD) 
(Odile Jacob, February 2017, 205 pages) 

Ø The right questions to ask ourselves and the qualities to develop in order to be heard.  

Ø Feeling like we are being heard contributes to our psychological equilibrium, as well as to 
our self-confidence. This book proposes a method for being heard properly.  

Ø A reader-friendly book that offers practical advice and recognizes the true value of dialogue 
in human relations.  

Listening is at the core of human relations. In our all-communication all-the-time era of virtual 
dialogue, it would do us good to get back to the benefits of listening. In order to feel fulfilled, happy and 
acknowledged, we must know how to listen to others in order to be heard.  

In raising our children, in our romantic relationships, in professional contexts, lack of listening can 
explain a great number of quarrels, arguments and conflicts. How can we raise our chances of being heard and 
understood? How should we choose the right person to talk to? How can we improve our own ability to be 
heard?  

Being listened to depends on more than just choosing who to speak to, it also involves developing 
certain qualities. Listening – and being listened to – can in fact be learned. This book sheds light on listening’s 
stakes in human relations and proposes a practical method for getting ourselves heard and having our points of 
view taken into account.  

This book by a specialist in listening is ideal for anyone who wants to be heard more as well as for all 
those who want to bring about change in those who don’t listen enough. At any age, improving listening 
contributes to feeling better about yourself and others. Let alone the fact that being heard is often therapeutic.  

As a therapist, the author listened to, saw and heard a great number of children, teenagers and adults. 
His experience enables him to propose a new theory of listening, and of being heard and understood.  

Alain Braconnier: psychologist, psychiatrist, former head of the Mental Health Association of Paris’s 
13th arrondissement, consultant at Pitie-Salpêtrière University Hospital, emeritus professor at the Ecole des 
Psychologues Praticiens. He is the best-selling author of MÈRE ET FILS (Mother & Son) and LES FILLES ET 
LES PÈRES (Daughters & Fathers), as well as of PETIT OU GRAND ANXIEUX (How Anxiety-Ridden Are 
You?), ÊTRE PARENT AUJOURD’HUI (Being a Parent Today), OPTIMISTE (Optimistic) and L’ENFANT 
OPTIMISTE (The Optimistic Child).  

Cymes, Michel: VOTRE CERVEAU (YOUR BRAIN) 
(Stock, February 2017, 288 pages) 

“After the body, the brain... a sequel that had to be written. For the simple reason that when the head 
goes, everything goes! 

The brain is 1.5 kg’s worth of mysterious grey matter, but its mystery is growing less impenetrable with 
each new discovery made by researchers constantly studying how the brain works. Hence the need for this book 
brimming with useful advice on how to look after this fascinating organ. To take good care of it, then, I’ve 
broken things down into four chapters: 

– The first on diet, which has tremendous influence on brain function. I’ll tell you what foods you 
should favour and I’ll explain why  

– The second on sleep, screens, stress, sport, culture, addictions and building happiness because they all 
have links with our brain 

– The third on memory because it sits in the brain and should be looked after. I’ll tell you how 
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– The fourth deals with illnesses that can affect the brain (Alzheimer, stroke etc.) and first and foremost 
provides sound and practical advice on how to try and delay their outbreak where possible and even to protect 
you from them.” 

Specialist doctor Michel Cymes works in a Paris hospital. He is also a very popular presenter for a 
number of medical programmes on France Télévisions (Le Magazine de la Santé, Aventures de Médecine, Les 
Pouvoirs Extraordinaires du corps humain, and Enquête de Santé). His previous book VIVEZ MIEUX ET PLUS 
LONGTEMPS, published by Stock, sold over 300,000 copies in France. He is also the author of HIPPOCRATE 
AUX ENFERS (Stock, 2015) which sold more than 115,000 copies.  

Schmitt, Laurent: LE SECRET (SECRET-THE ROLE OF SECRECY THROUGHOUT 
HUMAN LIFE) 
(Odile Jacob, May 2017, 240 page) 

Ø A reflection on the benefits of secrecy to the psyche that goes against the tide of transparency  

Ø Secrecy can be useful or even indispensable to our psychic survival  

Ø A contemporary and historical account of the role of secrecy in psychology  

Ø A clear and pleasant style annotated with many historical references  

Based on patient case studies gathered in consultation, Laurent Schmitt shows how, under certain 
conditions, psychological, intimate or secret activities help us to stay alive and not sink into depression. Much 
has been said about the burden of transgenerational secrets, but secrecy can also protect us. There are secrets 
that play a particular role in the trajectory of our lives. 

Today, transparency seems to have become an essential requirement. The recommended attitude seems 
to be: tell all, leave nothing in the shadows and no-one in the dark. Talking about oneself, posting one's private 
life on social networks, has become a widespread practice. Contrary to this trend in which everything must be 
said, what is the role of secrecy? Isn't secrecy useful, even indispensable, to our psychological survival? Laurent 
Schmitt offers an urgent reflection on the secret of psychological intimacy, in reaction to the current tendency to 
exteriorize everything. 

Laurent Schmitt is a clinical psychiatrist, a professor at the Rangueil Faculty of Medicine at the Paul 
Sabatier University in Toulouse, and an associate professor at the University of Sherbrooke in Canada. He 
coordinates the central psychiatric service of Toulouse hospitals. He published Time for Oneself in 2012 and The 
Ball of Egos in 2014. 

Dr Nehls, Michael: GUÉRIR ALZHEIMER COMPRENDRE ET AGIR À TEMPS 
(CURING ALZHEIMER'S – REALISING AND ACTING IN TIME) 
(Actes Sud, February 2017, 432 pages) 
20 illustrations by Jill Enders 

Ø Translated from German by Isabelle Liber (translator of bestselling title by Giulia Enders 
Darm mit Charme) 

Ø Contains twelve illustrated fact sheets detailing a range of non-prescription medicines that 
are also very useful for prevention. 

Doctor Michael Nehls, a researcher in molecular genetics, presents in this book the latest clinical 
research – both American and European – which proves that the symptoms of Alzheimer's can be reversed in the 
early stages of the disease when 'only' the hippocampus is affected. It has now been established that this is where 
the disease begins, and from there it spreads, rapidly producing disturbing symptoms. 

These spectacular results furnish proof that certain combinations of non-prescription medicines not only 
prevent the progression of the disease but also eradicate the symptoms which have already appeared. One day, 
more and more patients will be able to say: I once had Alzheimer's. 

Easy to read and thoroughly rigorous scientifically, this essay offers a new perspective on the disease. 

Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Euromedia) and Taiwan (Business Weekly Publications/ Cité 
Publishing Ltd). 
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Frédéric Saldmann: VOTRE SANTÉ SANS RISQUE VOUS ÊTES UNE FORCE DE LA 
NATURE SANS LE SAVOIR (BE SAFELY HEALTHY! YOU’RE A FORCE OF 
NATURE AND YOU DON’T EVEN KNOW IT) 
(Albin Michel, February 2017, 288 pages) 

After Le Meilleur médicament, c’est vous ! and Prenez votre santé en main !, the new best-seller from 
Dr Frédéric Saldmann is a revolutionary new concept to optimise our “health assets” and live better – and 
longer! 

Our organism is saturated with thousands of large and small forms of daily pollutants that threaten to 
diminish our health assets. This book is truly revolutionary regarding the true and false preconceived ideas upon 
hygiene, diet, sleep and sexuality. Your greatest health asset is yourself! 

Doctor Frédéric Saldmann is the author of the best-sellers LE MEILLEUR MÉDICAMENT, C’EST 
VOUS! and PRENEZ VOTRE SANTÉ EN MAIN !, which are translated in 20 countries and have reached 1 
million copies sold. 

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS 

Marquis, Sarah: LA NATURE DANS MA VIE, LES TRUCS ET ASTUCES D’UNE 
AVENTURIÈRE (NATURE IN DAILY LIFE. THE TIPS AND SECRETS OF AN 
ADVENTURER)  
(Michel Lafon, November 2017, 192 pages) 

Ø A successful author – Sauvage par nature sold over 70,000 copies. 

Ø The credibility of lived experience. 

Ø The very “on-trend” need to avoid over-use of conventional medication and to return to the 
natural. 

Ø Your bedside well-being book and an ideal gift for your best friend/s 

The tips and secrets of an extreme adventurer to boost your daily well-being 

During the course of her expeditions, Sarah Marquis discovered how best to keep slim, preserve her 
energy, keep morale in the face of every trial and confront the obstacles she met along the way.  Here she offers 
us the wisdom of that experience. 

In this book you will find out: how to understand your body’s needs, balance your diet, manage your 
sleep, avoid stress, deal intelligently with hydration, maintain your physique (walking, breathing, stretching), 
boost your energy in the morning (the miracles of sage tea!), fight flu with lemon and ginger, whiten your teeth 
with coconut oil, take care of your skin and find well-being through contact with nature. 

A superbly illustrated book that will make you feel better just by looking at it! 

For 24 years, Sarah Marquis explored the world alone and on foot, subsequently writing very successful 
books about her adventures.  In Sauvage par nature [Wild by nature] (2014), she recounted her three-year 
journey from Siberia to Australia, her eight-month expedition to the Andes mountain range, (Déserts d’Altitude, 
2015) and her three months of survival, alone and without food reserves, in the wild Australian west [Instincts, 
2016].  

Pigozzi, Caroline & Vian, Giovanni Maria: LES PHOTOS SECRÈTES DU VATICAN 
(UNPUBLISHED, PRIVATE & UNEXPECTED VATICAN) 
(Plon, October 2017, 324 pages) 

Ø Texts available in Italian 

A photographic journey through the Vatican’s secret, unpublished archives: an exceptional opportunity 
to go behind the scenes, to stroll through the surprising lives of all the Popes since the mid 19th-century. 

Pairing the commentary of Paris Match’s Vatican expert, Caroline Pigozzi who has been writing about 
this unique world for over 20 years, with the experience and broad perspective of the director of L’Osservatore 
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Romano, Giovanni Maria Vian, the Pope’s prestigious daily paper, which is now published in eight languages, 
we penetrate deep into the core of the Vatican. 

As both authors have the rare privilege of traveling in the Pope’s private plane, they also allow us to 
enter that holy enclave in Saint Peter’s shadow. The 300 rare and unexpected photos that make up this book were 
chosen one by one from among thousands of images by the keen eye of Marc Brincourt, photo editor-in-chief for 
Paris Match. These extraordinary archives also compose a history of the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Successors of Pierre, each of whom is nothing like the next! 

Caroline Pigozzi, reporter for Paris Match, has written several best-sellers, which have been translated 
into eight languages (The Private John-Paul, The Red Robes, Indiscreet Vatican, A Man...). Winner of the 
Vermillion Medal from the Académie Française, she also hosts a religious program on Europe 1. 

Giovanni Maria Vian, an Italian academic, is a philologist and a historian known for his many books on 
the history of Christianity. As THE authoritative journalist on the subject, he has been the director of the Pope’s 
daily newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, since 2007 

Foreword by Jean-Christophe Napias: L’ICONOGRAPHE (50 BOOKS AS DREAMT BY 
50 ILLUSTRATORS) 
(La Table Ronde, October 2017, 120 pages) 

Ø Every book cover of this ideal collection is an invitation to reading.  

Ø An unprecedented literary and graphic project, is a genuine art book. 

Ø Fifty books, fifty authors are gathered in this volume, an ideal as well as unexpected library 
collection. 

Fifty illustrators have agreed to play along, and to create the cover of a book.  

Not just any book: the one they have always wanted to illustrate; a book that has left a deep mark on 
them; their bedside reading – since their childhood, adolescence, or a more recent period; the one book they 
would take on a desert island; the one they have read twice, or maybe three, four, five times; the one they have 
given as a present more than once – unless they cherish it on the sly, as their little secret; in short, the book of 
their life. A famous or unknown book, by a famous or unknown author, French or foreign; preferably a novel, 
but not necessarily. 

Homer’s Odyssey, Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita, Curzio Malaparte’s 
Kaputt, Philip K. Dick’s Ubik, Haruki Murakami’s Kafka on the Shore, Henry Miller’s Sexus, Fernando 
Pessoa’s Book of Disquiet, Harper Lee’s To Kill a Moking Bird, Emmanuel Carrère’s The Adversary... 

Illustrated by Blutch, Anne-Lise Boutin, Michel Bouvet, Lucille Clerc, Gérard Dubois, Jacques Floret, 
Geneviève Gauckler, Martin Jarrie, Jean-François, Martin, Tom de Pékin, Emmanuel Pierre, Alain Pilon, Placid, 
Chloé Poizat, Anne-Margot Ramstein, Lorrain Sorlet, Stéphane Trapier... 

In 2018, Le Discographe will follow L’Iconographe’s footsteps, with fifty illustrators imagining an 
ideal collection of records while presenting their personal sleeve for the record of their choice – it will be a way 
to honour the comeback of vinyl records. 
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