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HIGHLIGHTS		
 

Dai Sijie	
L’ÉVANGILE SELON YONG SHENG 

(The Gospel According to Yong Sheng)	
Gallimard, February 2019, 440 pages 

 

◊ Under option in: Russia. 

◊ The surprising tale of one of the first 20th-century 
Chinese Christian preachers, at a time when 
religion had been banned and religious leaders 
were being hounded by the Red Guards  

◊ A poetic and mischievous style, which grants the 
tale of a life pounded by history all the lyricism of 
a puckish legend.  

◊ A rogue’s gallery of characters. 

◊ Free of the constraints imposed by the truth, the 
author does not hesitate to add elements of a fairy 
tale, blending the description of a historical period 
full of violence and cruelty with amazing, 
whimsical, or comic aspects.  

Dai Sijie’s latest novel returns to the autobiographic vein 
of his first book, Balzac and the Little Chinese 
Seamstress, as he tells the remarkable story of his own 
grandfather, one of the first Christian pastors in China.  

China, at the dawn of the 20th century. Yong Sheng is the 
son of a carpenter of the coastal city of Putian. He has a 
reputation for making wonderful dove-whistles. The pigeon 
fanciers attach them to the birds’ remiges, producing 
beautiful symphonies as they circle above the houses. 
Young Yong Sheng lives as a boarder at the home of an 
American pastor of Putian, whose daughter Mary teaches 
at the Christian school and takes charge of his education. 
She is the one who inspires the boy’s vocation. Yong 
Sheng continues to fashion wonderful whistles, like his 
father, but he also decides to become the city’s first 
Chinese pastor. However, the path to fulfillment of this 
mission is fraught with incidents… Forced to marry in 
compliance with ancient superstitions, Yong Sheng goes to 
Nanking and studies theology. After various adventures, 
the young pastor returns to Putian for a brief period 
of happiness which ends with the advent of the People’s 
Republic in 1949 as he, like many of his fellow Chinese, 
enters an era of torment. The dove-whistles evoke dazzling 
memories, as does a young Yong Sheng’s vision when he 
discovers the secret of Mary, who offers milk from her 
breasts to Christ on the cross in the middle of the night. 
These images are unforgettable, confirming the very 
singular talent of Dai Sijie, at once a popular story-teller 
and an unpredictable aesthete. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Novelist and film maker Dai Sijie lives in 
China. He is the author of several novels, including BALZAC ET 
LA PETITE TAILLEUSE CHINOISE (2000), which met with 
international acclaim, and LE COMPLEXE DE DI, Prix Femina 
2003 (2003).	

 
 

Atiq Rahimi 
LES PORTEURS D’EAU  

 (The Water Carriers) 
POL, January 2019, 288 pages 

 

◊ 10,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: Brazil (Estaçao Liberdade), Italy 
(Einaudi), Lebanon (Dar Al-Saqi), Turkey (Can 
Yayinlari). 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix des Romancières 2019. 

◊ Combining fairy tales and ancient wisdom with the 
cruel history of our age. 

◊ Two parallel, powerfully tragic lives – characters 
whose paths never cross, but who deliver a 
magnificent, poignant, polyphonic story of exile, 
memory, love and liberty. 

Atiq Rahimi’s new novel takes place over a single day: 
March 11, 2001, the day on which the Taliban 
destroyed the two ancient Buddhas in Bamiyan, 
Afghanistan. 

A couple in Paris, early that morning. Tom gets out of bed 
and prepares to leave for Amsterdam. He has decided to 
leave his wife, Rina, who lies sleeping beside him. Tom is 
Afghan, a travelling salesman exiled in France. He suffers 
from paramnesia, and an obsessive sense of déjà-vu. In 
Amsterdam, he is meeting his mistress, a mysterious 
woman called Nuria. But she has disappeared. When an 
elderly woman, Rospinoza, reveals a completely different 
version of events to Tom, he feels his life is changing 
forever. 

A couple in Kabul, early that morning. Yusef gets out of 
bed and prepares to go to his work as a water carrier – or 
risk the fury of the Taliban, and 97 strokes of the lash on 
his back. He tears himself from gazing at Shirine, the wife 
of his exiled brother. An innocent, solitary figure, he senses 
a strange new feeling, revealed to him by his friend, a Sikh 
Afghan shopkeeper who has converted to Buddhism. And 
it is Yusef, the little water carrier, who will change the lives 
of those around him, forever. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Writer and filmmaker Atiq Rahimi was 
born in Kabul in 1962. When the Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan he fled to Pakistan and was eventually granted 
political asylum in France in 1984. After the fall of the Taliban in 
2002, Rahimi returned to Afghanistan to set up a Writers’ House 
in Kabul. Rahimi directed in 2012 the film adaptation of The 
Patience Stone, which received several international awards and 
nominations... In 2008, Rahimi won France’s most prestigious 
literary prize, the PRIX GONCOURT, for SYNGUE SABOUR 
(560,000 copies sold), translated and published in more than 30 
countries. THE WATER CARRIERS is his 6th novel with P.O.L.  



HIGHLIGHTS 

 4 

Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt 
FÉLIX ET LA SOURCE INVISIBLE  

(Felix And The Invisible Source) 
Albin Michel, January 2019, 234 pages 

 

◊ Under option in: Ukraine. 

◊ 100.000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in: Korea (Bookrecipe), Romania 
(Humanitas), Russia (Azbooka-Atticus). 

◊ Schmitt addresses spiritualities with a humanist 
outlook, he views them mostly as treasures of 
wisdom and poetry helping you through life.  

◊ Part of a series of independent novels, yet all 
sharing a common topic: the search for meaning.  

◊ In each novel, the lead character faces a crucial 
moment of life – mourning, abandonment, 
sickness, war – and through a peculiar encounter, 
finds the strength to move on.  

◊ A highly faithful readership. M. Ibrahim et les fleurs 
du Coran was sold up to 480 000 copies and Oscar 
et la dame rose 880 000 copies. The cycle of the 
invisible sold 10 millions copies worldwide! 

A child’s eye exploration of the mysteries of animism, 
the power of faith and of the rites of a profoundly 
human spirituality. He also pens a moving love song 
from a young boy to his mother... 

In a little café in Belleville run by his mother, 12-year-old 
Félix is growing up surrounded by a colourful, warm-
hearted clientele. One day, a catastrophe strikes: after 
some real estate problems and financial pressure, Fatou, his 
mother, sinks into a deep and incurable depression. A 
pretty woman who radiated happiness, she is now a mere 
shadow of her former self. Uncle Bamba, who has just 
returned from his far-off Senegal, notices that Fatou’s spirit 
and soul have flown away. How do you resuscitate a living 
dead? With Félicien Saint-Esprit, his wonderful father who 
has also reappeared, Félix sets off for Africa along the 
banks of a great river, in search of ancestors and protective 
genies who possess the power to restore Fatou’s 
vagabond spirit. The child strives to save his mother by 
leading her to the world’s invisible sources.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Playwright, novelist, essayist, translated 
in over 45 languages and adapted in more than 50 countries, Éric-
Emmanuel Schmitt is one of the most read authors in the world. 
He has been unanimously elected in January 2016 a member of 
the Goncourt Academy.  

“The novelist is a mystical man, he has explored the different 
religions of the globe in order to find what it is that precisely unite 
men, beyound their dogmatic beliefs.” L’Avenir 

 “A quill that enchants both the grown-ups and the little ones.” 
Gala 

Sylvie Germain 
LE VENT REPREND SES TOURS 

(And the Wind Returns) 
Albin Michel, May 2019, 352 pages 

 

◊ An ode to poetry, to poets whose place is so 
marginalised, to imagination, to the many inner 
resources we all carry within ourselves. 

◊ An exhilarating novel against oblivion, the 
forgetting of self, of human tragedies. 

A poster on a bus shelter takes Nathan back to his 
younger days. A man is missing, his name was Gavril 
and he enchanted his childhood, opening him the doors 
to poetry, dreams and joy as he was leading a sad and 
dull life with a mother who never loved him. 

Nathan decides to carry out an investigation on that 
wonderful friend, learning that he was a Romanian who got 
imprisoned in the post-war gulags. As his investigation goes 
on, he will unravel all those well-kept secrets of his family 
history.  

The moving meeting of a sad child and a mysterious joker 
with words of light and a past of darkness, who will 
transfigure his life by taking him in a marvellous spree 
through the streets of Paris.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:: Sylvie Germain was awarded numerous 
literary prizes: the Prix Femina in 1989 for JOURS DE COLÈRE, 
the Grand Prix Jean Giono in 1998 for TOBIE DES MARAIS, the 
Prix Goncourt des lycéens in 2005 for Magnus, the Prix Jean 
Monnet de littérature européenne in 2012. She published with 
Albin Michel MAGNUS (2005), L’INAPERÇU (2008), HORS 
CHAMP (2009), PETITES SCÈNES CAPITALES (2013) and À LA 
TABLE DES HOMMES (2015). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lester Agency / Spring 2019 / Fiction Catalogue 

 5 

Simon Liberati 
OCCIDENT  

(The West) 
Grasset, January 2019, 380 pages 

 
◊ Art and love overlap, and a mad adventure unfolds 

- the only kind of adventure that can mean 
anything in a Europe that is deliquescing. 

As soon as Alain, a painter leading a dissolute existence, 
meets Poppée, an ambitious young artists’ agent, they 
fall in love. But then doubt arises: is he really the father 
of Poppée’s baby? And is she manipulating him to get 
ahead in her career? 

Every week in Paris, the solitary painter Alain meets up 
with his mistress Lukardis and a group of chic night owls at 
the Overdose suite. When a young Israeli named Poppée, 
whose professional ambition is matched only by her 
romantic drive, appears on the scene, his life is 
transformed. 

Poppée gets pregnant, presumably with Alain’s baby, and 
promises her lover wonderful commissions from a high-
profile collector. Soon enough, Alain starts to find it difficult 
to figure out his feelings: is it a matter of love, a desire to 
be a father, or self-interest? Their passionate but stormy 
relationship comes to exercise an unbearable hold over 
him and tables turn violently until a heart attack forces him 
to get off this emotional roller coaster. Alain finds solace in 
drugs before turning his life around by evoking the 
memory of the young Emina, an angel racked by her 
demons and fiercely attached to a radical vision of the 
world that she shares with the painter. 

This initiatory journey takes him to Andalusia in search of 
Emina, and the subsequent rocky return to reality enables 
him to rediscover the original sources of his creative 
inspiration. She is his muse, he is her saviour, and their 
romance takes us across southern Europe with all its 
beautiful locations, its ghosts, its populous cities and 
isolated roads.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	 Simon Liberati is the author of nine 
books, including L’HYPER JUSTINE (Flammarion, Prix de Flore 
2009), JAYNE MANSFIELD 1967 (Grasset, Prix Femina 2011), 
EVA (Stock, 2015) and CALIFORNIA GIRLS (Grasset, 2016). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Éric Chevillard 
L’EXPLOSION DE LA TORTUE 

(The Turtle’s Explosion) 
Minuit, January 2019, 256 pages  

 

◊ Longlisted for the prix Jean Freustié 2019 

◊ A novel that reads like a fable with several tales 
tucked inside it, and that conceals some profound 
morals (about artists’ relationship to posterity, 
and how we treat animals. 

◊ Éric Chevillard’s singular style: his devastating 
irony, stylistic about-faces, and word play create a 
tremendous sense of complicity with readers.  

◊ Subtle reflections on literary works: the conditions 
required for them to survive and be passed on; the 
concepts of palimpsest and plagiary. 

◊ The incongruous and offbeat elements that are so 
dear to the author allow readers to participate 
actively in their reading and decide what they 
want to do with it.  

◊ A fragmentary text, composed of 1-to5-line 
paragraphs, in the author’s signature style.  

A narrator’s terrapin turtle dies just as he is trying to 
appropriate the work of a 19th-century author as his 
own, while also becoming a witness to the 
disappearance of a girl from his neighborhood.  

Terrapin turtles in aquariums are not quite the same as 
stones. They need food and water to survive, as the 
narrator of this tale learns when he gets home after a 
month-long absence. He thought his turtle was hardier 
than that, but little Phoebe’s decalcified shell cracks under 
his thumb. In the meantime, just as he was planning to 
rehabilitate the work of Louis-Constantin Novat, a little-
known 19th-century author, by signing it as his own, that 
generous initiative is suddenly threatened. The forest of 
mystery doesn’t only hide capital offenses: those two bits 
of bad luck may well be connected. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Éric Chevillard was born in La Roche-
sur-Yon (Vendee) in 1964. His first novel MOURIR M’ENRHUME 
was published by Minuit in 1987. He has written over 15 novels 
that have been translated into numerous languages. 

“A seriously caustic fable about how humanity abuses the 
environment and still hopes to escape with head held high. […] 
one of the most essential authors in French literature.” Le Monde 
des Livres 

“A novel with multiple tales within the tale, written in successive 
layers. The last ones are fine enough to let the preceding ones 
shine through. The exercise in style is anything but in vain.” La 
Croix 
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Martin Winckler 
L’ÉCOLE DES SOIGNANTES  

(The Caregivers’ School) 
P.O.L., March 2019, 512 pages 

 

A race against time to save an utopian healthcare 
institution with no patient quotas, no restrictive practices 
incompatible with the fair delivery of treatments, free 
from the influence of industry lobbies, and above all 
respectful of every woman and man, without favour or 
discrimination of any kind… 

2039. Hannah Mitzvah quits his lucrative job writing 
computer code and emigrates to Tourmens (the fictional 
French city featured in all of Martin Winckler’s novels), to 
train as a caregiver. It happens that in Tourmens, they give 
care differently: back in 2022, a feminist movement 
transformed the city’s university hospital into a 
revolutionary, experimental school of caregiving, with the 
emphasis on benevolent treatment, empathy training for 
health professionals, and a holistic approach. Medical 
practitioners focus first and foremost on women’s health. 
At the Caregivers’ School, Hannah learns that before being 
allowed to perform the most sophisticated interventions 
(brain cancer surgery), caregivers must first learn to carry 
out the very simplest: helping their female charges to get 
out of bed, wash and feed themselves, dressing wounds, 
listening to people’s stories and respecting their 
aspirations.   

After four years, Hannah becomes a house practitioner at 
the Pyschopole, the department where Jean Atwood – the 
heroine of Winkler’s novel Le Choeur des femmes (‘The 
Women’s Choir’) – also works.  

Jean worries about the school’s future. And who is this 
Hannah Mitzvah, really? What is he searching for amongst 
the Psychopole’s ‘residents’? What are the women 
suffering from? Have their brains derailed, or are they (as 
Sylvia Plath once suggested) madwomen because people 
made them that way, because people treated them as if 
they were madwomen? What are the forces ranged against 
the work at the Caregivers’ School?  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Martin Winckler is a doctor, novelist 
and essayist. He lives and works in Montréal (Canada). His latest 
novels include LES HISTOIRES DE FRANZ (2017), ABRAHAM 
ET FILS (2016), LE CHŒUR DES FEMMES (2009). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruno Masi 
LA CALIFORNIE  
(A Radiant Summer) 

JC Lattès, February 2019, 200 pages 

 

◊ Longlisted for the prix Jean Freustié 2019. 

Three summer months in a city in the South of France 
where an adolescent deals with boredom, messing up, 
and falling in love for the first time. 

Marcus Miope is thirteen years old but he is an old man in 
the body of a child. A young boy with a weary soul, already 
exhausted from his time spent on Earth and the people he 
has encountered. But he is not cynical. He observes and 
questions the world around him. 

That summer he is sitting on the edge of a highway bridge. 
Beneath his feet cars speed by, and in the distance can be 
seen crumbling buildings silhouetted by the red light of an 
enormous sun. The days stretch on endlessly. Aside from a 
few rides on the bicycle, there is nothing to do in this 
rotten town. Marcus thinks about his mother, Annie, who 
has once again disappeared. He thinks about Noémie-
Mélodie, Penelope and his brother’s fists and some 
indistinguishable silhouette that scares him. And when the 
noise of the cars becomes too loud, he goes to see the 
Raccioni brothers with their shifty eyes who are lying on 
the benches in front of the school.  

This is definitely not going to end well. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Bruno Masi is a journalist for the French 
daily Liberation. He has done many news reports in Africa, the 
USA and Ukraine. In 2011 he published the story of his 
experience in Chernobyl (Editions Naïve), and then his first novel 
Nobody. He is educational manager at the INA. 
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Isabelle Autissier 
OUBLIER CLARA 

(Forgetting Klara) 
Stock, May 2019, 340 pages 

 

◊ Under option in: Russia (Phantom Press). 

◊ Best-selling author in France and Germany. 

Klara, Rubin, Iouri: three generations in a snowbound, 
man-eating Russia. 

Mourmansk, in the Arctic Circle. Lying on his hospital bed, 
Rubin knows he’s a condemned man. The only thing 
keeping him alive is an enigma: when he was just a child, his 
mother Klara, a scientific researcher for Stalin, was arrested 
in front of him. What became of her? This taboo has cast a 
shadow over his whole life and hardened his heart. A 
fisherman by profession, he’s happier squaring up to the 
toughest elements than the company of men. He has even 
grown increasingly unforgiving towards his own son, Iouri, 
treating the boy roughly on his trawler during terrifying 
fishing trips in the Barents Sea. Iouri’s only means of escape 
was his passion for birdwatching. 

But when his father needs him, the now adult Iouri 
answers his call: don’t forget Klara! Fight history and fight 
silence. What is Klara’s secret? As he investigates, Iouri will 
uncover a vital truth that brings their lives together. 

Forgetting Klara is a magnificent personal adventure, set 
against glimpses of a harsh yet liberating natural world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Isabelle Autissier is the first woman to 
have sailed solo around the world. She writes novels, short 
stories and essays, including her latest SOUDAIN, SEULS which 
sold 95,000 copies, was translated into ten languages and is 
currently under adaptation as an international feature film. She is 
Chairwoman of WWF France. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Gaëlle Josse 
UNE FEMME EN CONTRE-JOUR 
(Woman in the Shadows – Vivian Maier) 

Notabilia, March 2019, 160 pages 

 

◊ The portrait of an invisible woman, who never saw 
most of her photos and who worked as a nanny in 
order to keep a roof over her head.  

◊ The portrait of an amazing artist, a free-thinking 
woman who chose her own fate and traveled the 
world at a time when it wasn’t deemed acceptable 
for women to do that.  

◊ A biographical novel in which complex and 
fantastical journeys of self-discovery intertwine: 
compulsive lying, redefining and even renaming 
oneself, forging ahead and never looking back…  

◊ Set in both Europe and America, from the 1900s 
to 1970: from poverty-stricken rural France to 
forced migrations, the Great Depressions, 
McCarthyism and the Cold War. 

◊ With tremendous insight, the tale of an unusual, 
unique, discreet and obscure life that has now 
tipped over into posthumous fame – fame that is 
inversely proportional to the tremendous 
discretion Maier showed throughout her life.  

Ten years after Vivian Maier’s death, Gaëlle Josse tells 
the story of one of the most mysterious figures in 
contemporary north-american photography.  

Shortly after she passed away, entirely unknown, at age 83, 
Vivian Maier’s stunning negatives, which reveal tremendous 
humanity and concern for the poorest people, those for 
whom the American Dream never came true, were found 
by chance in some boxes forgotten in storage in the 
suburbs of Chicago. She never got a chance to enjoy the 
fame or the worldwide enthusiasm that her artwork now 
inspires. She lived a solitary, poverty-stricken existence, 
weighted down by family secrets and hardship. A complex 
and sometimes disconcerting person, a magnificent loser 
who was totally free, her life story encompasses both 
France and the United States, where she chose to live with 
her eyes wide open.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: With degrees in law, journalism and 
clinical psychology, Gaëlle Josse works in Paris and lives nearby. 
Starting out as a poet, Josse then had three novels published by 
Editions Autrement. Then, Notabilia published LE DERNIER 
GARDIEN D’ELLIS ISLAND (The Last Guardian of Ellis Island) 
which had a tremendous success in 2014, won a number of 
literary prizes, including the European Union Prize for Literature 
and was translated into ten countries. In 2016 Notabilia released 
The Shadow of our Nights and in 2018, UNE LONGUE 
IMPATIENCE, 30.000 copies sold.  
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Didier Van Cauwelaert 
LA PERSONNE DE CONFIANCE  

(The One You Can Trust) 
Albin Michel, April 2019, 360 pages 

 

Brimming with fun and good humour, a high-paced, feel-
good adventure. 

Max, a lad from the suburbs, crane operator in the 
municipal pound, has just towed a car out of a loading 
zone. That’s when he discovers an old lady on the back 
seat who turns out to be Madeleine Larmor, the president 
of the firm that bears her name, a heroine of the 
Resistance whose face decorates packets of butter cookies. 
In a state of total mental confusion, she thinks Max is her 
lover from 1944, hunted by the Gestapo. Forced to handle 
the situation to save his job, Max finds himself caught up in 
a mind- blowing adventure: defend this wonderful old lady 
whose nephew is trying to drive her mad with medication 
in order to take over her biscuit factories.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Didier van Cauwelaert has been 
accumulating literary prizes and writing best-sellers since his 
beginnings as an author. Winner of the Prix Goncourt for UN 
ALLER SIMPLE in 1994, he recently published LES TÉMOINS DE 
LA MARIÉE, ON DIRAIT NOUS and notably JULES and LE 
RETOUR DE JULES, outstanding success in the bookshops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jean Teulé  
GARE À LOU! 

(Watch Out for Lou!) 
Robert Laffont, March 2019, 192 pages 

 
 

Jean Teulé returns to the fantastical style of his runaway 
success “Le magasin des suicides”, and lets his 
imagination run wilder than ever before. 

As Mozart and Shakespeare would say, “it’s wonderful to 
have an exceptional talent, but you must never forget that 
it’s also a bottomless source of problems.” Twelve-year-old 
Lou would completely agree. On the pretext that she can 
make the worst calamities befall anyone who disagrees 
with her, she is confined to a secret location with high-
ranking military officers who want to turn her into a 
weapon capable of foiling their enemies’ malicious plans. 
But such an occupation doesn’t offer a teenage girl the 
satisfaction life seems to have promised. And her 
superpower, as extraordinary as it is, doesn’t always work 
as planned. Nothing can inspire jean teulé more than 
imagining the horrors a well-disposed human being could 
inflict on her contemporaries. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean Teulé has published 18 novels, 
including the Suicide Shop, translated into 18 languages and 
adapted on screen in 2012 by Patrice Leconte. 
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Sophie Hénaff  
ART ET DÉCÈS  

(POULET GRILLÉS 3) 
Albin Michel, March 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ Third volumes of the successful series! 

◊ First two volumes translated into 7 languages with 
over 150,0000 cppies sold. 

◊ Full English translations available (Poulets grillés / 
The Awkward Squad & Rester groupés / Stick 
Together)  

After Poulets Grillés and the follow-up Rester groupés, 
we meet the same unique and endearing characters in 
this third story, a remarkably well-constructed police 
investigation. 

Superintendent Anne Capestan, on maternity leave, refuses 
to come back to work. As for Eva Rosière, she has written 
her first film at last. The shooting has just begun and she is 
already declaring to everyone her intention to kill the 
director. The very next day, he is found murdered with a 
knife plunged into his back. All fingers point to Rosière 
who has no alibi. Capestan agrees to come back to the 
squad and lead the investigation, with her daughter tucked 
under her arm. Until she realizes Rosière’s film tells the 
story of their squad at their expense... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A Journalist with Cosmopolitan, Sophie 
Hénaff authored POULETS GRILLÉS, a first novel that received 
three prizes: the Polars en série (Quais du polar/Le Monde des 
livres), the Arsène Lupin 2015 and the Meilleur polar 
francophone. The second in the series, RESTER GROUPÉS, came 
out in 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marc Roger 
GRÉGOIRE ET LE VIEUX LIBRAIRE  

(Gregoire And The Old Librarian)  
Albin Michel, February, 240 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Heyne Verlag). 

◊ Ongoing offers in Spain and the Netherlands. 

◊ An initiatory novel that makes one want to read 
and live fiercely. 

◊ This is a positive and feel-good book about 
transmission and the power of literature which do 
not prevent tackling subjects sucha as death, social 
exclusion and homophobia.  

◊ The clever, madcap writing style is nicely polished 
for a first novel.  

◊ An upbeat novel about transmission and the 
power of literature, also treating difficult themes 
like approaching death, social exclusion and 
homophobia.  

The sweet story of a young man working in a retirement 
house who befriends an old bookseller.  

By his side, he will discover books, literature and life. Mr. 
Picquier’s room is filled with books but he has Parkinson’s 
disease and his eysight is poor. He convinces the director 
of the place to allow a kitchen boy named Grégoire to 
read for him for one hour every day. Soon many other 
pensioners join the reading.  Grégoire, who has failed his 
exams, lacks a sense of purpose. He lives alone with his 
mother who finds him a job as a cook in a retirement 
home. There he meets with Mr. Picquier a residant who 
suffers from Parkinson and lives surrounded by his books. 
A friendship begins between the two men. Grégoire reads 
for him an hour a day. Grégoire becomes more confident 
and discovers the power of books. They allow one to 
travel, to open up to the world. Little by little, the two 
men come up with crazy ideas.. They read erotic stories to 
the residents through the piping system and they organize 
a Christmas celebration. Grégoire meets Dialika, a 
coworker. She becomes his lover and accomplice. At the 
end, M. Picquier asks to Grégoire to take him on a trip to 
Fontevraud to read to the Statue of Aliénor d’Aquitaine. 
He knows he is about to die. 

As we read, we witness, spellbound, the birth of a reader 
and the emancipation of a young man. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marc Roger is a public reader. He 
organizes readings all over France and mostly in 
bookshops. In 2014, he was congratulated by the jury of 
the Grand Prix Livres Hebdo (presided by Amélie 
Nothomb) for his extraordinary linking role between the 
books and the public. GRÉGOIRE ET LE VIEUX LIBRAIRE 
is his first novel.   
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Antoine Paje 
SEUL CELUI QUI SE PERD  
SE RETROUVE UN JOUR 

(Getting Lost Before Finding Yourself) 
Fleuve, February 2019, 224 pages 

 
◊ The new novel by Antoine Paje after the success 

of his first three novels: more than 150,000 copies 
sold! 

◊ Current theme: failure, and the best ways to 
recover from it. 

◊ A book at the crossroads between a feel-good 
novel and a self-help manual. 

Adrien Finden, a brilliant criminal lawyer with growing 
reputation and to whom everything succeeds, decides to 
take back the case of Bruno X., convicted to 16 years 
of jail for narcotrafic.  He is convinced that the poor 
man is a victim of the judicial machine. 

He succeeds in having him acquitted but realizes very 
quickly that he has been fooled. To feel better, Adrien will 
then decide to go back to fundamentals, to reconnect with 
others in order to discover himself. Live, simply... and learn 
to love those who love him. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Antoine Paje was born in 1971 in Paris. 
Graduated from ENSIA, now AgroParisTech, he was a company 
manager and worked abroad for several years. His previous 
novels are Et il me parla de cerisiers, de poussières et d’une 
montagne… (Pocket, 2014) and Et elle me parla d’un érable, du 
sourire de l’eau et de l’éternité (Fleuve, 2015), Mes mots sont les 
fleurs de ton silence (Fleuve Éditions, 2017). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Aurélie Valognes 
LA CERISE SUR LE GÂTEAU 

(The Cherry on the Cake) 
Fayard / Mazarine, March 2019, 420 pages 

 

◊ Rights available in Ukraine. 

◊ Under option in: Russia. 

◊ First print run of 110,000 copies 

◊ Aurélie Valognes is the n°1 feminine author on the 
podium of best selling authors for 2018.  

France’s bestselling author Aurélie Valognes gives us a 
savvy, offbeat portrait of the modern family, 
demonstrating once again her talent as a storyteller. 

Brigitte and Bernard are a happy couple in their early 60s 
whose harmony is based on the fact that they lead largely 
separate lives. Brigitte has recently retired and spends her 
days enjoying her grandchildren, whilst Bernard is still 
wholly dedicated to his professional pursuits. When 
Bernard is forced into retirement against his will, the 
couple’s equilibrium, carefully maintained over almost 40 
years, is thrown squarely off balance. Add into the mix 
some disruptive neighbours, stressed adult children and 
rowdy young grandchildren and you have a recipe for 
disaster! Or perhaps not, as the case may be. 

A charming and humorous lesson in the benefits of 
stopping and smelling the proverbial roses. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 2018, Aurélie Valognes was the number 
one French female author. Her bestselling novels, MÉMÉ DANS 
LES ORTIES, EN VOITURE, SIMONE ! MINUTE, PAPILLON ! 
and AU PETIT BONHEUR LA CHANCE!, have won her millions 
of readers, in France and abroad, aged 8 to 100. 

 
  



Lester Agency / Spring 2019 / Fiction Catalogue 

 11 

Delphine de Vigan  
LES GRATITUDES 

(Gratitudes) 
JC Lattès, March 2019, 192 pages 

 

◊ About her previous novel: The Loyalt ies :  
160,000 copies sold, rights sold in 19 countries 

◊ A luminous novel with a remarkable verbal and 
narrative inventiveness that confirms the author’s 
talent.  

◊ De Vigan is continually renewing herself without 
losing her psychological finesse, narrative art and 
pure emotion that have made her success. 

Can we ever thank enough those who have loved us, 
helped us and without whom we wouldn’t really be who 
we are? Michka is slowly losing the ability to speak. Two 
people accompany her: Marie, a young woman she is 
very close to and Jérôme, her speech therapist. 

“I am a speech therapist. My work is with words and 
silence. Things left unsaid. I work with shame, secrets and 
regret. I work with absence, memories erased and those 
that surface unexpectedly, prompted by a name, an image 
or a word. I work with the pain of yesterday and that of 
today. People tell me things in confidence, and of their fear 
of death. 

This is all part of my job. 

But what continues to surprise me, even astound me, after 
more than ten years, what literally takes my breath away, is 
the persistence of childhood suffering. It leaves a burning, 
incandescent imprint on life, regardless of time. It cannot 
be erased.” 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Delphine de Vigan is the author of NO 
ET MOI (more than a million copies sold, Prix des Libraires 
Award, adapted to the screen by Zabou Breitman), LES HEURES 
SOUTERRAINES (150 000 copies sold) adapted for television by 
Philippe Haren for Arte, RIEN NE S’OPPOSE À LA NUIT 
(almost a million copies sold) and D’APRÈS UNE HISTOIRE 
VRAIE, 650,000 copies sold, translated into 25 languages and 
adapted into a movie by Roman Polanski. Her books have been 
translated all over the world and have sold more than a million 
copies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Delphine de Vigan 
LES LOYAUTÉS  

(Loyalties) 
 J-C Lattès, January 2018, 206 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ 160,000 copies sold. 

◊ N.3 on the bestseller’s list 

◊ Rights sold in: Denmark (ArtPeople), Hungary (Ab 
Ovo Kiado), Czech Republic (Euromedia), Italy 
(Einaudi), Germany (Dumont), China (Shanghai 
99), UK (Bloomsbury), Netherlands (de Geus), 
Sweden (Sekwa), Spain (Anagrama), Catalan 
(Edicions 62), Poland (Sonia Draga), Greece 
(Utopia), Slovakia (Ikar), Estonia (Eesti Ramat), 
USA (Little Brown). 

◊ De Vigan's delicate writing is at its best and the 
ending remains with the reader long after one 
closes the book.  

◊ The reader is left considering its own loyalties and 
set of values. 

A monumental novel that can be read in one sitting. 
Psychological suspense combines with great narrative 
tension to explore the hidden laws that define our 
intimate relationships with the world. 

The title refers to the loyalties prioritised by children who 
will most of the time defend their parents. In this case, 
Theo, a 12 years old child of divorced parents who have 
shared custody covers up for his father's catastrophic 
failures and embarks in an alcoholic consumption to forget 
the pain. It is also the story of one teacher herself coming 
from a damaged childhood who identifies the troublesome 
child against everyone else in her school. A universal story, 
which could be written in whatever language. A 
devastating book. About the children's vulnerability who so 
much want to protect their parents, about the terrible 
damage parents can do even if they are trying to be good. 
The secrets people keep from each other. The fact that 
there is nobody they can completely trust. 

 “Her words are as rough as her voice is gentle. (…) In these 
lines we can imagine that Delphine de Vigan has made a very long 
journey to find herself (…) Which is perhaps why her talent for 
writing the world has risen so magnificently high.” ELLE 
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Clélie Avit 
L’EXPÉRIENCE DE LA PLUIE 

(The Experience of Rain �) 
Plon, March 2019, 320 pages  

 

◊ Under option in: Russia. 

◊ French pocket rights sold. 

◊ A luminous novel with endearing characters, at 
once strong and weak, are just flalwed, like 
anyone. 

◊ A sensible approach on autism seen 
simultaneously from the inside by a mother who 
raises her autistic son, and a “normal” man who 
tries to break the bubble. 

◊ The love story between the two main characters 
creates a bridge between two worlds 

◊ An almost sensorial experience, enabling them to 
better understand people with Asperger’s 
syndrome 

◊ What makes this novel unique is the way the two 
main characters’ alternating points of view 
breathe real rhythm into the narration and offer 
readers an enhanced perception of the events 
taking place.  

Arthur is 6 years old. He lives with his mother, Camille, 
in a bubble she created just for them. That way, the 
world’s noise, violence and people can’t reach them. 
Because the slightest encounter, the slightest touch, if it 
hasn’t been anticipated and planned for, could wound 
them deeply. An outstretched hand, a crowded bus, 
raindrops on their skin… The way they are affected by 
Asperger’s syndrome completely cuts them off from the 
world.  

Yet they are surviving, since Camille protects them so well 
from others, whom she perceives as a permanent threat. 
One evening, as he’s leaving the office, Aurélien crosses 
their path. A sense of something deeply “true” about the 
pair pierces his disillusionment with his own monotonous 
life and its perpetually unsatisfied search for truth. The 
truth he so craves, and which had seemed inaccessible to 
him until that instant. How can he approach this intensely 
entwined mother and child pair without breaking their 
fragile equilibrium? And what about them? Are they ready 
to try a new experience and let him enter their life? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Clélie Avit was born in Auvergne in 
1986. She won the 2015 New Talent award for her first novel, JE 
SUIS LÀ (I’m Still Here), published by Éditions JC Lattès. It was a 
best-seller, both in France – with more than 60,000 fans – and 
internationally, with 26 foreign translations. She is also the author 
of a YA fantasy saga, LES MESSAGERS DES VENTS. 

 

Clélie Avit 
JE SUIS LÀ 

(I’m Still Here) 
J-C Lattès, May 2015, 250 pages 

  

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights available in Ukraine. 

◊ Rights sold in: Albania (Botime Pegi), Brazil 
(Rocco), China (Chongjing South West China), 
Denmark (Lindhard og Ringhof), Estonia (Eesti 
Raamat), Germany (Goldmann/Random House), 
Greece (Mamaya), Hungary (Konyvmolykepzo 
Kiado), Israel (Hakursa), Italy (Mondadori), Korea 
(Mirae), Lithuania (Alma), Netherlands (Xanders), 
Norway (Aschehoug), Poland (Sonia Draga), 
Portugal (2020 Editora), Romania (Rao), Russia 
(Sindbad), Serbia (Laguna), Slovenia (Drustvo 
Mohorjeva Druzba), Spain (Ediciones B), Sweden 
(Printz Publishing), Taiwan (Emily Publishing), 
Turkey (Koridor), UK (Hodder), US (Grand 
Central). 

◊ Czech offer. 

◊ A wonderful success for a lovely story. Clélie Avit 
signs an authentic book where love is stronger 
than everything, in the same vein as The Fault in 
Our Stars. 

A modern-day Sleeping Beauty story of love and hope, 
for fans of Jojo Moyes. 

Elsa has been in a coma for five months. With all hope of 
reviving her gone, her family and doctors are having to face 
the devastating fact that it might be time to turn off her life 
support... They don’t realise that in the past few weeks Elsa 
has regained partial consciousness; she knows where she is 
and can hear everyone talking around her bed, but she has 
no way of telling them she’s there. Thibault is in the same 
hospital visiting his brother, a drunk driver responsible for 
the deaths of two teenage girls. Thibault’s emotions are in 
turmoil and, needing a retreat, he finds his way into Elsa’s 
room. Seeing her lying there so peacefully, he finds it hard 
to believe she is not just sleeping. Thibault begins to visit 
Elsa regularly. As he learns more about her through her 
family and friends, he begins to realise that he is developing 
feelings for her. And when he talks to her, he can’t help 
feeling that she can hear his every word... For Elsa, his visits 
are like a breath of fresh air. Here is finally someone who 
speaks to her as if she is a real life person. Who makes her 
laugh. And who gives her something to fight for...  

And so begins a love story that might just save both their 
lives... 
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Gilles Legardinier 
J’AI ENCORE MENTI 

(I Lied Again) 
Flammarion, October 2018, 400 pages 

 

◊ 167,000 copies sold! 

Gilles Legardinier brilliantly proves once again his unique 
ability to blend humour and emotion. Who has never 
dreamt of forgetting it all and starting completely 
afresh. 

Laura asks herself many questions. How to lead a fulfilling 
life? Is it possible to eat all the food she loves without 
gaining an extra 10 kilos? How does one find love? Too 
many doubts to be happy, too many longings to content 
herself with the ordinary... Until the day she has an 
accident that will completely erase her memory. There she 
is, a novice in life again, having to rediscover everything: 
sweets, bras, boys, electricity, and the laws that govern the 
world… Freed from preconceptions, driven by a hungry 
heart and a brain still finding its way, Laura embarks upon a 
unique and hilarious journey. Not knowing how to do 
anything anymore, she may finally have an opportunity to 
become herself…	
Disclaimer: the scenes in this comedy are experienced by 
non-professionals, it is highly recommended to do this at 
home!	

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	 Author, screenwriter, producer and 
director, Gilles Legardinier is always eager to create emotions 
that we can share. After working on international movie sets, he 
now dedicates himself to novel-writing, film communication for 
major studios, as well as being a script consultant. He writes in a 
wide variety of genres and has notably won renown for the 
thrillers L’EXIL DES ANGES (Prix SNCF du polar 2010) and 
Nous étions les homes (2011), and for comedies which earned 
him a resounding success both in France and abroad, DEMAIN 
J’ARRÊTE ! (2011), COMPLÈTEMENT CRAMÉ ! (2012), ET 
SOUDAIN TOUT CHANGE (2013), ÇA PEUT PAS RATER ! 
(2014), QUELQU’UN POUR QUI TREMBLER (2015), LE 
PREMIER MIRACLE (2016) and VAUT-IL MIEUX ÊTRE TOUTE 
PETITE OU ABANDONNÉ À LA NAISSANCE ? (2017). Four of 
his novels are currently being made into films. 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gilles Legardinier 
UNE FOIS DANS MA VIE 

Flammarion, October 2017, 421 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spanish. 

◊ 325,000 copies. 

This is the story of three women, three generations, 
three friends brought together, in a place like no other, 
through the vagaries of life.  

Three ways of loving, yet none of them seems to lead to 
happiness. Alone, they are lost; united, they have a fighting 
chance. In the midst of men, clinging to their hopes in the 
face of every twist fate can throw in their direction, with all 
the means at their disposal as well as their boundless 
imagination, they attempt to go all in. Of course, nobody 
thinks that this won't be messy... All Legardinier's stories 
talk about people who must learn something from life or 
from themselves. True to his humanity, and thanks to his 
unique talent imbued with humour, sensitivity and an acute 
understanding of human nature, Legardinier embarks us, 
this time, on a journey over a crossroads that we will all 
take one day…  

Gilles Legardinier 
LE PREMIER MIRACLE 

Flammarion, October 2016, 528 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spanish, Greek, Chinese (Taiwan). 

◊ 325,000 copies. 

◊ Wit, adventure and a riveting plot take us to the 
very edge of the mysteries that lie within science 
and history.  

Karen Holt is no ordinary intelligence service agent. 
Benjamin Horwood is an academic who doesn't really 
know where he stands anymore. While she's investigating a 
series of spectacular thefts of historical artefacts, carried 
out across the world, he's spending his holidays in France 
retracing the steps of a lost love. When the venerable 
historian who was helping Karen hunt down the 
unconventional thieves dies in mysterious circumstances, 
she has no other choice but to recruit Ben, even if it’s 
definitely not what he'd have chosen. What they are about 
to experience will turn their lives upside down. What they 
are about to discover will fascinate them. What they are 
about to face could easily destroy them... 
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LITERARY	FICTION	
 

Jean Rolin 
CRAC 
(Krak) 

P.O.L., January 2019, 192 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Asteroide). 

◊ 4.000 copies sold. 

◊ The account of a Middle Eastern journey 
undertaken in Lawrence’s footsteps, in 2017/18, 
guided by his surviving letters. 

◊ A particular focus on the region’s medieval 
citadels, such as Beaufort in southern Lebanon, 
the Crac (or Krak) des Chevaliers in Syria, and the 
citadels of Salah Ed-Din and Kerak in Jordan, 
caught once more in the thick of the region’s 
conflicts.  

In his new book, French travel writer and 
psychogeographer Jean Rolin sets out to share rather 
more with the man known to all as Lawrence of Arabia 
- by following in his footsteps across the contemporary 
Middle East. 

In 1909, the year of his twenty-first birthday, T.E. Lawrence 
(who was not yet ‘of Arabia’) walked out in high summer, 
in the Middle East, to begin a hike of some 1800 
kilometres, visiting thirty-five citadels dating from the time 
of the Crusades. Over the preceding three summers, he 
had journeyed throughout France by bike visiting almost 
every fortified castle in the country in order to complete 
his Oxford thesis on ‘The Influence of the Crusades on 
European Military Architecture.’ 
But Rolin does much more than step into Lawrence’s 
shoes: his subtle narrative confronts historical wrong turns 
and his own misadventures alike: ‘So that finally, I found 
myself being driven in a Mercedes, with Charbel as my 
escort, in search of a citadel that Lawrence himself had 
never set eyes on.’  
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David Jean Rolin was born in 1949. He 
is a writer and journalist. Among his many works published, LA 
LIGNE DU FRONT (Prix Albert Londres 1988), ZONES, 
L’ORGANISATION (Prix Médicis 1996), LA CLÔTURE, 
CHRÉTIENS, ORMUZ (Prix de la Langue Française 2013) and LE 
TRAQUET KURDE (Prix Vialatte 2018).  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Elisabeth Filhol 
DOGGERLAND 

(Doggerland) 
P.O.L., January 2019, 352 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Nautilus), Spain. 

◊ Offer from: the Netherlands. 

◊ 4.000 copies sold. 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix RTL-Lire 2019 

The central presence in this sweeping novel of fractured 
lives, hearts and continents, is a shoal in the North Sea: 
the Dogger Bank. Eight thousand years ago, before the 
waters rose, it was an inhabited island almost the size 
of Sicily today. Archaeologists have given it a name: 
Doggerland. 

In the late 1980’s, Margaret, a geologist, turns her back on 
drilling for oil in order to make a study of this mysterious 
territory, just as Marc Berthelot forsakes the Geology 
Department at St Andrew’s University (and Margaret 
herself) for a life of adventure as an oil engineer aboard 
the off-shore rigs, pegging his existence to the dizzying rise 
and fall of the price of a barrel of Brent crude (North Sea 
oil). 

Twenty years later, Marc and Margaret are both invited to 
a conference in Esbjerg, Denmark. But on the eve of the 
event – the night of December 5, 2013 – Britain’s North 
Sea coast is placed on Red Alert. Cyclone Xaver is 
sweeping across northern Europe, its escalating strength 
matched by the reader’s growing fascination as it stirs the 
ghosts of Doggerland and revives the memories and 
choices of twenty years ago, challenging the extreme 
conditions of life aboard the oil platforms, the 
development of wind farms, and mankind’s increasingly 
intense exploitation of our natural resources... 

History doesn’t repeat itself, as Mark Twain once said, but 
as every geologist knows, forces at work across vast 
distances and expanses of time are capable of breaking 
open old rifts – or closing them forever. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Elisabeth Filhol worked in industry 
before publishing her first novel, LA CENTRALE (‘The Power 
Station’) with P.O.L. in 2010, for which she was awarded the Prix 
France Culture-Télérama. The novel sold 35 000 copies and was 
translated into Swedish (SEKWA), German (NAUTILUS) and 
Italian (FAZI). 
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Laurent Gaudé 
SALINA LES TROIS EXILS  

(Salina, The Three Exiles) 
Actes Sud, October 2018, 144 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), World English (Europa). 

What is the story of Salina, the mother of three sons, 
the woman thrice exiled, the abandoned soul who cried 
salt tears?  

Abandoned to the hyenas at the edge of a distant village, 
she was taken in by Mamambala and brought up as her 
own daughter within a clan who always considered her an 
outsider and sought to subjugate her. In her twilight years, 
as her youngest son reaches adulthood, he finds himself 
tasked with recounting her life so that she can find in death 
the peace that was refused to her in life, and so that her 
story can pass into legend. Ploughing once again the 
mythical and archaic furrows of La Mort du roi Tsongor, 
Laurent Gaudé creates in Salina another of those powerful 
but ill-starred women, formidable in love and implacable in 
their vengeance. The sweetness of these posthumous 
words will bring Salina tranquillity and finally afford her a 
place among her brethren. The novel as a form of ultimate 
homage to a wild and radiant heroine. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR::  A novelist, short story writer and 
playwright born in 1972, Laurent Gaudé won the Prix Goncourt 
in 2004 for Le Soleil des Scorta. All of his works, which have 
been translated the world over, have been published by Actes 
Sud. 

« Un conte bref et puissant. Une saisissante réflexion sur 
l’exil et la vengeance. » La Grande Librairie 

« Une magnifique fable écrite dans un style aussi percutant 
que la chaleur du désert où elle prend place. » Causette 

« Avec ce roman-ode brûlé de soleil, l’écrivain-dramaturge 
confirme qu’il est un de nos meilleurs conteurs. » Les Echos 

« Comme dans Le Soleil des Scorta, on retrouve 
dans Salina une lignée soumise à la cruauté du sort. Mais 
c’est sur tout à sa veine homérique - qui faisait la singularité 
de La Mort du roi Tsongor— que revient ici l’auteur. Une fois 
encore, on se laisse emporter par son lyrisme et ses thèmes 
légendaires » Le Nouveau Magazine Littéraire 

« En dix chapitres qui sont autant de tableaux, 
transcendant l’amour et la vengeance par un verbe des plus 
puissants, Laurent Gaudé fait de ce récit un mausolée » LIRE 

 

 
 

 
 

Franck Bouysse 
NÉ D’AUCUNE FEMME  

(Of No Woman Born) 
La Manufacture de livres, January 2019, 336 pages 

 

◊ 15,000 copies sold. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix des libraires 2019. 

◊ In the bestseller list of GFK/Livres Hebdo & 
Datalib since its release  

◊ Number 2 of the most preferred books of the 
readers (source Babelio/Actualitté) 

◊ More than 11,000 copies sold in less than one 
month 

◊ Selected for several prestigious prizes (Grand prix 
des Lectrices de Elle, Prix Psychologies 
magazine...) 

◊ “A noir jewel. Take Light of August by Faulkner 
and My Absolute Darling by Gabriel Tallent, add 
the glowing beauty of the language and the weight 
of the history and taboos, you'll have a literary 
shock. ” La Grande Librairie 

A 14 years-old girl is sold as a slave by her misery father 
to a rich depraved man who lives with his old mother 
and his sick wife. Rose, abused, is interned in an asylum 
where she writes a diary. 

	
In this way, from the shadows, emerge Rose’s notebooks, 
the ones in which she told her story, seeking to shatter the 
secret with which her fate had been covered. Franck 
Bouysse, winner of more than ten literary prizes, offers one 
of his most vibrant works. This sensitive and poignant novel 
confirms his immense talent for recounting both the 
greatness and the flaws of the human soul. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR::  Franck Bouysse, born in 1965 was a 
biology teacher and began writing in 2004. GROSSIR LE CIEL 
(Swell the Sky, 2014, 100.000 copies sold / Prix polar SNCF 2017 
+ Prix Livre en Poche Gradignan, Italian Rights sold to Neri 
Pozza, then Plateau (2016, 50.000 copies sold, Prix des lecteurs 
Foire du livre de Brive and GLAISE (Clay, 2017, 11.000 copies 
sold) met with great success, collecting a number of literary prizes 
and establishing Franck Bouysse on the French literary scene. 

“Imagine that in the incoming flow of novels published at the 
beginning of this year, there is one which actually is perfection. (...) 
Both classic and phantasmagoric, Of no woman born proves that 
romance can still dazzle.” Le Monde Des Livres 

 “A striking and bewitching fresco, a tumult of emotions with a 
thousand shades of night.” L’Express 

“Timeless, masterful and universal.” Causette  



LITERARY FICTION 

 16 

Manuel Benguigui 
UN BON RABBIN 

(A Good Rabbi)  
Mercure de France, February 2019, 170 pages 

 

◊ How far can we go to help people? This is the key 
issue raised by Manuel Benguigui in this 
iconoclastic and extremely funny novel. 

◊ A successful mix of dark humour and Jewish 
humour, this novel is a fable about Good and Evil 
and the possible inversion of values. 

Jacob, a hitman asks to a rabbi named Chlomo if he 
can borrow the key to his synagogue in order to pray 
early in the morning. Despite everything Chlomo decides 
to help the lost soul, but how far is to far when it comes 
to helping others ?  

Chlomo is a good rabbi, a very good rabbi. Thanks to his 
human qualities and great listening abilities, he takes care of 
his small faithful community with a lot of affection and 
mercy. When he meets an enigmatic man called Jacob, his 
life takes an unexpected turn. Jacob is a neurotic hitman 
who is close to a major nervous breakdown. Chlomo is 
such a kind man that he replaces Jacob so that the killer 
can take some rest: Chlomo now kills Jacob’s targets cold-
bloodedly. But Chlomo’s new secret activities have 
consequences: he neglects the community, he misses the 
Sabbath for the first time, his wife is wondering about the 
situation... But Chlomo is a good rabbi, everybody knows 
that – what could he do wrong? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Manuel Benguigui was born in Paris 
in 1976. He works in a tribal art gallery. At Mercure de 
France, he published UN COLLECTIONNEUR 
ALLEMAND (rights sold to Turkey, Yapi Kredi) and UN 
TABLEAU NEIGEUX. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hélène Zimmer  
VAIRON 
(Wall-Eyes)  

P.O.L, January 2019, 208 pages 

 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Récamier du jeune 
écrivain 2019 

◊ The portrait of a young woman spurred on by a 
deeply rebellious spirit, someone whose guiding 
moral principle is to free herself from all forms of 
domination and to live life however she pleases.  

◊ A novel offering an intelligent portrayal of 20th-
century anarchism and feminism from the point of 
view of ordinary people, who are rarely the 
subjects of literature. 

◊ Hélène Zimmer’s vivid, richly imaginative text 
revisits religious and philosophical doctrine, 
political and artistic ideas and debates in a climate 
of revolt by turns exuberant, exultant and 
terrifying. 

The life and fate of a young woman born into abject, 
agricultural poverty, in 1889. Zulma, nick-named ‘Wall-
eye’ for her mis-matched eyes leaves her mother and 
arrives in Paris starving, with her baby in her arms. She 
discovers the revolutionary ideas sweeping Europe. We 
follow the brutal, unrelenting pace of Zulma’s sexual, 
political and existential education, as she fraternises 
with Paris’s presque-riens (‘next-to-nothings’). 

Vairon, ardently embracing not anarchist ideas, but the 
anarchist way of life, rejects her saviours from whatever 
walk of life; rejects all sense of duty and order and is 
guided by a single, over-arching moral: absolute freedom 
from domination. Above all, Zulma lives to the full her 
discovery of a passionate, radical, generous, creative 
feminism. The twilight of one world, or the birth of 
another? One thing is certain: Zimmer’s hallucinatory, 
carnal, subjective guide to the dawn of the 20th century, 
through one woman’s imagination, is a must-read, utterly 
without precedent. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hélène Zimmer won the Prix Marie-
Claire for her first novel, Fairy Tale, in 2017. She is a novelist, 
screen-writer and film producer. 
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Bertrand Belin 
GRANDS CARNIVORES 

(Large Meat-Eaters)  
P.O.L, January 2019, 176 pages 

 

◊ Well-known in France as a singer-songwriter, 
Belin's astonishing use of language is baroque, 
fierce and poetic. 

◊ A strange fable set in an imaginary town at a time 
both distant and very close to our own: a world 
defined by fear of the other, cruelty and suspicion, 
a world that topples suddenly into a waking 
dream. 

Two brothers, heirs of a proeminent family in a time 
and age deemly familiar are faced with a crisis. Indeed, 
the beasts of the circus that has come to town are 
running freely. Fear and disturbance gain the citizens. 
Now, who is afraid to be devoured alive?  

Two brothers. One, recently promoted to the head of the 
family business, cultivates the art of submission and service 
to the Empire and its values. The other is a dreamer and 
an artist, dedicated to painting, love and desire - wasting his 
days on vain, even subversive pursuits. The joys of one 
provoke irritation, even loathing in the other. Inexorably, 
the brothers' rift affects the family's balance of power, with 
unforeseen results. Especially when a circus comes to 
town, with its troupe of horses, its wild beasts, its colourful 
parade. 

Rumour spreads anxiety: who lives in fear of being eaten 
alive now? And by whom? The whole town is in a state of 
heightened alert. And in this super-charged, electric 
atmosphere, values, beliefs, appearances and emotions are 
tested to the limit. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Bertrand Belin is a singer-songwriter 
and author. His acclaimed album HYPERNUIT (2010) won the 
Grand prix du Disque de l’Académie Charles-Cros. He is the 
author of two novels: REQUIN (2015) and LITTORAL (2016). 
His latest album is released in January 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Isabelle Desesquelles 
JE VOUDRAIS QUE LA NUIT ME PRENNE 

(I Want The Night To Take Me) 
Belfond, August 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Awarded the Prix Femina des Lycéens 2018! 

◊ A dazzling tribute to childhood, love and 
memories. 

◊ Desesquelles excels at making tangible the power, 
the oscillations of happiness, just before the crash. 

◊ Against a backdrop of troubled feelings shot 
through with rays of joy, Isabelle Desesquelles 
explores the fragile bonds which connect us to our 
loved ones and the formidable power of 
memories. 

Far from the commotion of everyday life, Clemence, who 
will soon turn eight, grows up in a charming house with 
parents who are full of imagination. 

In her distinctive voice, Clémence shares her memories, 
her little misfortunes and her happiness. She speaks of the 
grace of her mother and her love of reading out loud, 
which transports them to another world. And of the 
incommensurable love that binds her parents, of Lise, her 
capricious and angry cousin, of her grandmother, who is a 
genuine force of nature, and of Trottinette, her 
mischievous tortoise whom she watches over like a fussy 
mother. And then there’s Just, the boy she loves and will 
always love. Indeed, their love has been immortalised in 
the massive fresco they have painted on the wall of the 
school playground; transmuted into paint, they will remain 
hand in hand until the end of time in their poetic and 
many-coloured universe. And yet Clémence doesn’t use 
the vocabulary of a little girl and her thoughts suggest a 
cruel mystery lurking in the background. what can have 
happened to tinge a child’s innocence with bleakness in this 
way? 

A deeply moving novel which is a celebration of memory, 
the only antidote to the loss of happiness. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Now author, Isabelle Desesquelles used 
to be a bookseller. Following on from LES HOMMES MEURENT, 
LES FEMMES VIEILLISSENT (Belfond, 2014), which was 
nominated for the Prix Femina and has sold over 10,000 copies, 
JE VOUDRAIS QUE LA NUIT ME PRENNE is her 11th novel. 
Her new novel; UNPUR, will be released in October 2019 with 
Belfond. 

 “This mysterious and poetic novel is an ode to the magic of 
literature.” L’OBS 

“A little gem of poetry and grace.” ELLE  
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Julia Kerninon 
MA DÉVOTION  

(My Devotion) 
Le Rouergue, August 2018, 304 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), World English (Europa), 
China (Haitian). 

◊ A friendship between a man and a woman 
throughout their entire life. 

◊ Helen is a woman who sacrified and devoted 
herself to Franck’s happiness, forgetting herself 
and her own feelings, on the verge of madness. 

◊ The story is told from Helen’s perspective, making 
it very personal and intimate. 

What was the nature of the feelings which bound Helen 
to Frank throughout her life? 

The children of diplomats, they met in Rome when they 
were twelve in the early 1950s. Although they were 
teenage lovers, they were never an “official couple”. We 
follow Frank and Helen to Amsterdam, Boston and 
Normandy as he quickly establishes himself as an 
outstanding painter with many lovers, while the 
intellectually accomplished Helen never manages to 
impose herself in his affections - until they are in their fifties 
and they settle down in a house in the country with Frank’s 
son. Looking back at her life, she reflects on every aspect 
of all the years spent with and without Frank: what he took 
from her, and the love and friendship she gave him in an 
exchange that was unequal, and for which she will take her 
revenge…But a chance meeting in London seventeen 
years after their definitive split prompts Helen to once 
again revisit their entwined pasts. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1987 in Brittany, Julia Kerninon 
lives in Nantes, where she devotes herself to writing. 

« Ma devotion, roman d’amour dans la lignée du grand 
romanesque, confirme l’art de Julia Kerninon. » Transfuge 

« L’adresse d’une vieille femme à un vieil homme, toutes 
passions et douleures anciennes ravivées. Subtil. » Le Monde 
des livres 

« Un univers fascinant, à l’écriture brillante et à l’univers subtil, à 
la mesure de l’ambition qui le guide. » Imagine demain le 
monde 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Julia Kerninon  
LE DERNIER AMOUR D'ATTILA KISS  

(The Last Love of Attila Kiss) 
Le Rouergue, January 2016, 128 page 

 

◊ Awarded the Prix de La Closerie des Lilas 2016.  

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Orange du livre 2016. 

◊ A short and powerful novel that dissects precisely 
the mystery of love and feelings.  

◊ Filled with tensions and antagonisms, Julia 
Kerninon enjoys opposing the contraries: the life 
instinct and the death instinct, masculine and 
feminine, light and shadow, youth and old age, 
wealth and poverty Hungary and Austria. 

◊ A smart use of a specific historical background and 
of memory to illustrate the deep differences one 
has to overcome in order to love fully. 

After the success of her first novel, BUVARD, awarded 
the Françoise Sagan Prize 2014, Kerninon takes us 
between Austria and Hungary to tell us about the birth 
of love between two people who might have nothing in 
common. 

At 51, Attila Kiss has left his wife, his children and his 
mistress, and scrapes a living with a night shift in a foie gras 
factory. He describes himself as “a powerless man in a 
country of powerless men”, with his native Hungary 
thrown open to Western tourists. A chance encounter in a 
Budapest café with 25-year-old Theodora Babbenberg 
from Vienna, and the ensuing romance will turn all his plans 
upside down. As she describes their affair, Julia Kerninon 
plots the developments of a love which is not merely 
passion but almost the art of warfare in what is 
theoretically an impossible relationship... considering the 
forces at work, memories of historic conflicts, the borders 
and boundaries to cross, the differences to overcome and 
compromises to make.	

 “This is no ordinary ‘girls meet guy’ story. Julia Kerninon blends 
historical memoir with intimate conflict in a masterly tale of 
nascent love.” Air France Magazine 

« Dans une écriture fouillée, la jeune Nantaise mêle avec aisance 
et subtilité la petite à la grande Histoire. » Le Télégramme 
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(RE)DISCOVERED	WRITERS	

 
Maxence Fermine  

NEIGE 
(Snow) 

Arléa, 1999, 100 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights previously sold in more than 30 countries. 
All rights reverted. 

◊ 300,000 copies sold in France 

◊ In a concise and white tongue, Maxence Fermine 
carves a story where beauty and love have the 
brilliance of haiku.  

◊ There is the portrait of an elegant Japan where, 
between violence and tenderness, tradition 
confronts the forces of life. 

◊ Maxence Fermine’s prose is hypnotic, and his 
sensuous love story envelops you as if you¹re 
wrapped in one of his dreams with your eyes wide 
open. 

◊ Fermine meditates on poetry, love and art in this 
elegant love story-cum-parable set in Japan in the 
late 19th century.  

An international bestseller, Snow is a novel that reads 
like a poem. Limpid, delicate, and pure like its title. In 
nineteenth-century Japan, a young haiku poet named 
Yuko journeys through snow-covered mountains on a 
quest for art and finds love instead.  

Delicate, sensitive Yuko Akita informs his father that he 
wishes to become a poet so that he can “learn to watch 
the passing of time”. Despite his father’s skepticism, Akita is 
soon writing beautiful haiku based on his obsession with 
snow. Seeking to help advance the boy’s career, his father 
invites the imperial court poet to evaluate Yuko’s work; 
after acknowledging the boy’s talent, the poet tells Akita 
that he needs to study other art forms. Akita embarks on a 
journey to study with master artist Soseki; along the way 
he comes upon a strikingly beautiful European woman 
frozen into a massive chunk of ice. The elderly Soseki 
begins teaching Akita, and the narrative shifts to focus on 
the older artist, a former samurai who left the military after 
being wounded and married a beautiful French tightrope 
walker named Snow. The happy couple had a daughter, 
but after raising the girl Snow grew restless. She went back 
to tightrope walking, and died in an accident while 
performing. Fermine’s pristine prose shimmers in English 
translation, and the deceptively simple story flows 
smoothly. The final twist involving Akita and Snow’s 
daughter is predictable, but the ethereal prose and 
Fermine’s graceful delivery of bits of wisdom make this 
brief fiction a memorable read. 

A romantic story etched as delicately as frost on a 
windowpane. 

With stunning visual images created out of minimalist 
prose, Snow is as delicate and inspiring as the haiku poetry 
it celebrates and emulates. A swift and refreshing read, the 
novel treats readers to a gorgeous love story while gently 
floating ideas such as what is the nature of art and 
perception? What is the place of passion in art and in life? 
Highly romantic and gracefully written, Snow is destined to 
become a cult classic. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Maxence Fermine, the author of the 
best-selling NEIGE (Snow), composes singular books combining 
poetry and fiction. After an incursion into children’s literature with 
the LA PETITE MARCHANDE DES RÊVES (The Little Dream-
Seller) trilogy, he returned to adult literature with LE PALAIS DES 
OMBRES (2014), later followed by ZEN (2015, 15,000 copies 
sold, rights sold in Latvia to Zvaigzne), CHAMAN (201è) UN 
ÉTÉ SURRÉEL (2018). 

“With stunning visual images created out of minimalist 
prose, Snow is as delicate and inspiring as the haiku poetry it 
celebrates and emulates. A swift and refreshing read, the 
novel treats readers to a gorgeous love story while gently 
floating ideas such as what is the nature of art and 
perception? What is the place of passion in art and in life? 
Highly romantic and gracefully written, Snow is destined to 
become a cult classic. Crystalline and spare, this tale 
nevertheless packs substantial heat in its passionate embrace 
of youthful ideals and matters of the heart.” Simon & 
Schuster 
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Jacqueline Harpman  
MOI QUI N’AI PAS CONNU LES HOMMES 

(I Who Have Never Known Men) 
Stock, 1995, 272 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation soon available. 

◊ Waterstones’ Rediscovered Classics May 2019. 

◊ Rights sold to the United Kingdom (Vintage) and 
previously sold in 12 other languages (reverted).  

◊ 50,000 copies sold in France. 

◊ A philosophical exploration of human 
consciousness, both collective and individual.  

◊ Part thriller, part mystery, this novel shows us the 
power of one person without memories to 
reinvent herself piece by piece, emotion by 
emotion, in the process teaching us much about 
what it means to be human. 

◊ The girl, who is never given a name, is both a sad 
figure and one of extreme strength. 

◊ Can be compared to The Handmaid’s Tale. 

◊ Set in an upsetting apocalyptic world that 
questions the most existential questions.  

◊ Answers are few and only raise more questions! 

The haunting and unforgettable account of a near 
future on a barren earth where women are kept in 
underground cages guarded by uniformed groups of 
men.  

Thirty-nine women and a girl are being held prisoner in a 
cage underground. The guards are all male, and never 
speak to them. None of them know why they are being 
held prisoner, or why there is one child among thirty-nine 
adults. One day, an alarm sounds, and the guards flee; the 
prisoners are subsequently able to escape. They find 
themselves on an immense barren plain, with no other 
people anywhere, and no clue as to what has happened to 
the world.  

It is narrated by the youngest of the women, the only one 
with no memory of what the world was like before the 
cages, who must teach herself, without books or sexual 
contact, the essential human emotions of longing, loving, 
learning, companionship, and dying.  

Nightmarish and tranquil, impassive and moving. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jacqueline Harpman was a Belgian 
psychoanalyst and novelist. She is the author of several best-
selling works published by Stock, many of them translated. 
Amongst her works, ORLANDA won the Médicis prize in 1996. 
She died in 2012. 

“A small miracle.” The New York Times 

Raymond Guérin 
LA PEAU DURE 

(Hard Skin) 
Finitude, new edition October 2017, 128 pages 

 

◊ Awarded the Prix Mémorable by Librairies 
Initiales. 

◊ Three voices, three sisters, three monologues. 
Three fragile women, tossed about in a world too 
big for them, too cruel too, a chauvinistic world, 
ruled by men. 

◊ 70 years after its first publication, this highly social 
novel – if not openly feminist – still holds a true 
modernity. It is a harsh plea for the cause of the 
small, the weak, the nobodies. 

◊ Theatre adaptation during the Avignon festival in 
2010, highly praised by the critics. 

A harsh and scathing novel, with strongly feminist 
accents. 

3 women, three sisters. �The first one, Clara, naturally 
obedient, is a maid in a bourgeois family. After a 
miscarriage – she was in love, but Roger prefer- red 
running away – she is accused of abortion and sent to pri- 
son. Resigned, she barely defends herself. What’s the 
point? The second, Jaquotte aspires to a petty-bourgeois 
way of life: a little business, with a little husband, who gives 
her a little girl. But Jacquotte has little health and the 
sanatorium is costly. When she is accused of robbery the 
police interferes and she ends up on the streets. Luckily a 
nice widower hires her as a maid, and puts her in his bed. 
At least she has a roof for her daughter, even if it means 
taking a few punches... �The third is Louison. the most 
depraved and emancipated of all sisters. Her tragedy is 
called Jo. She loves him too much, she is jealous. He 
couldn’t care less that she sleeps with others, as long as he 
finds his own interest. Louison knows that all this will 
probably end badly for her and her two sisters, as badly as 
it has begun. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Raymond Guérin was born in Paris in 
1905. After studies in Poitiers and some internships in luxury 
hotels that inspired his L’APPRENTI (Gallimard, 1946), he 
became an insurance broker in Bordeaux, shortly before WWII. 
He spent part of war in a stalag as he recalls in his masterpiece 
LES POULPES (Gallimard, 1953). He died in Bordeaux in 1955. 

« Pessimiste lucide, Raymond Guérin écrit à l’encre de la 
misère et du désespoir. Sa syntaxe fluide et minutieuse, son 
style épuré sans emphase ni pathos, touchent droit et juste, 
émeuvent sans détours ni circonvolutions. » Les Trois Coups 

« Vous devez lire Guérin ! Tout Guérin. C’est immense ! » Le 
masque & la plume (France Inter) 
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Martin Page 
COMMENT JE SUIS DEVENU STUPIDE 

(How I Became Stupid) 
Le Dilettante, 2001 

 

◊ Rights previously sold in over 30 languages:  

◊ French Paperback rights : J’ai Lu. 

◊ French Book club : France loisirs. 

◊ Martin Page deals with a recognized quality, 
intelligence, just like a failing. 

◊ Ignorance is bliss, or so hopes Antoine, the lead 
character this stinging satire, a modern day 
"Candide" with a Darwin Award-like sensibility.  

Antoine, exceptionally young gifted student, is sure that 
his insatiable curiosity is, originally, the reason of his life 
sickness. He is clever, but he can not live with his 
cleverness. After a few curative radical experiences, he 
starts to cure of cleverness as a weakness. With care, 
he will search for the method to get a sweeter life. 

A twenty-five-year-old Aramaic scholar, Antoine has had it 
with being brilliant and deeply self-aware in today’s culture. 
So tortured is he by the depth of his perception and 
understanding of himself and the world around him that he 
vows to denounce his intelligence by any means necessary 
in order to become stupid enough to be a happy, 
functioning member of society. What follows is a dark and 
hilarious odyssey as Antoine tries everything from 
alcoholism to stock-trading in order to lighten the burden 
of his brain on his soul. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Martin Page was born in 1975 (Paris). 
Before publishing his first novel he went to college for a few 
years. A dilettante student, he changed majors every year, and 
studied law, psychology, linguistics, philosophy, sociology, art 
history and anthropology. He wrote an essay about rain, and 
prefaces for the French translations of Oscar Wilde’s The Soul of 
Man Under Socialism, and Pen, Pencil and Poison, Horst 
Hamann’s Paris Vertical, as well as for Balzac’s Traité des excitants 
modernes. His novels have been translated in a dozen languages. 
He also writes for children (I am an earthquake, Conversation with 
a chocolate cake…). He is a recipient of the Akademie Schloss 
Solitude Fellowship. He lives in Nantes. 

“From this completely absurd run to emptiness, Martin Page 
writes a novel with a total logic. This satire of our world, which 
looks as if it was reasonable, is the work of a writer who 
controls as well his style as his subdued humour. A true 
success.” Le Monde 

“Antoine, the hero, suffers to be too much lucid. A strong 
and crazy book.” ELLE 

“Hilarous, well hurling truths, this first novel delights too – 
and above all – by his fresh and witty writing. So much 
intelligence in the phrasing is a real pleasure.” Télérama 

Magda Szabó 
ABIGAËL  

Viviane Hamy, September 2017, 400 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland. 

◊ Offers from UK & Spain. 

◊ 10,000 copies of the French edition sold. 

◊ A true page-turner for both youngsters and adults. 

◊ Considered to be one of the giants of 
contemporary Hungarian literature, Magda 
Szabo’s works were published in almost 42 
countries 

◊ Since 2003, when La Porte was unanimously 
awarded the Prix Femina Etranger, Viviane Hamy 
strives to ensure that the works of this 
exceptional writer and woman, who was among 
the first to resist the communist regime, are read 
and re-read.  

One of Szabó’s most popular novels made into a 
television series in 1978. It was also chosen as the 
most-read novel in Hungary. 

Gina is being sent away to boarding school. Her adored 
father has announced it without any explanation. She must 
forget her old life and join, in a faraway province, Matula, a 
very strict Calvinist school, renowned for its quality 
education. A spoilt child, who stubbornly resists rules and 
rituals, she is soon set apart. The only way she can survive 
is to make an escape which ends in pitiful failure. In despair, 
the teenager turns to Abigaël, the statue at the bottom of 
the garden, and confides her sorrows in her. According to 
an old Matulian tradition, Abigaël helps all those who ask. 
And, miraculously, the guardian angel comes to them! A 
series of fantastical adventures lifts Gina from purgatory 
and helps her understand both her father’s painful decision 
and the meaning of the words “honour”, “solidarity” and 
“friendship”. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hungary’s foremost woman novelist 
Magda Szabo was born in 1917. Talented Magda was a poet, 
dramatist, essayist, novelist and also an actress. Magda’s works 
were banned from publication during the Stalinist rule covering 
the period 1949 to 1956. Magda’s first novel, ‘Fresko’ published in 
1958 turned to be a huge success. Her novel The Door sold over 
250,000 copies in France. 
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René Barjavel 
RAVAGE 

(Ashes, Ashes) 
Denoël, 1943, 1975, Folio 1972 

 

◊ Total sales (hardback & paperback): 1 527 000 
copies. " Rights sold to Spain (Castilian, RBA) and 
Korea (EunHaeng NaMu Publishing Co.). 

◊ Translated into English, Portuguese (Brazil), 
Italian, Rumanian. All these rights have reverted 
to Denoël and are now available. 

◊ The works of Barjavel are at the same time 
farsighted and in tune with their time. Their 
unique mixture of poetry, onirism and philosophy 
proved highly successful with broad audiences. 

◊ Throughout his whole literary career, this 
visionary was inspired by two themes: the fate of 
humanity faced against cataclysm and everlasting 
love. His endless questioning of the excesses of 
science and the sheer madness of war are at the 
core of his most successful novels. 

The year 2052 in France. Technological progress has 
reached new heights and most human activities depend 
on electric power. A sudden cut causes the whole 
country to fall into chaos and mayhem: nothing works, 
and mankind is left to their own devices to survive.  

François, one of the very few men hailing from the 
countryside, decides to leave the city to return to the 
country, where he plans to start a new world. With the 
help of a small bunch of people, among which many will 
die along the way on account of looting, madness, hunger 
or thirst, he will achieve his goal, and create a world where 
Nature prevails, a new society celebrating strength and 
work. In Provence the survivors will create a new 
patriarchal society. 

The novel ends on a note of stark refusal of modernity, as 
François’s successor, Deschamps is unafraid to kill an 
inventor to “save” the population. 

RAVAGE definitely stands as visionary work of fiction. It 
was immensely successful when originally released, and 
remains up to this very day the author’s most popular 
book, on a par with LA NUIT DES TEMPS. 

 
 

 

 

 

René Barjavel 
LA NUIT DES TEMPS  

(The Ice People �) 
Presses de la Cité 1968, 2011; Pocket 1984, 2012 

 

◊ LA NUIT DES TEMPS is simultaneously an 
investigative report, an epic adventure and a 
passionate hymn to love. 

◊ Sales (in all formats): over 1,5 million copies " 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer), Thailand 
(Amarin), Bulgaria (Colibri), Korea (Ahchimyisul) 

◊ Translated into English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Italian, Japanese, Dutch, Czech, Romanian, 
Swedish. All of these rights have been reverted to 
Presses de la Cité and are available. 

Barjavel translates the myth of the star-crossed lovers to 
the icy steppes of Antarctica and produces a literary 
classic. 

In the silent white expanses of Antarctica, the members of 
a French polar expedition are engaged in collecting 
samples from the ice sheet, which in places is over 1,000 
metres thick and whose deepest layers date back 900,000 
years. Suddenly, the unthinkable happens - their probes 
detect a signal coming from ground level. There can be no 
possible doubt: there is a transmitter beneath the ice. 

The news comes as a bombshell, and makes the front 
pages across the planet: ‘Polar mystery’, ‘City under the 
ice’, ‘Heart sheathed in ice’... What will the scientists and 
technical experts, hailing from the world over, discover 
when they bore into the ice to penetrate the mystery? 

The tragic destiny of Eléa and Païkan, our very distant 
ancestors, is the searing heartbeat of this universal drama, 
elevating them directly to the mythical pantheon of blessed 
but accursed lovers, alongside Orpheus and Eurydice, 
Romeo and Juliet, and Tristan and Isolde. All those whom 
even death was incapable of separating. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: René Barjavel is one of the most 
important French writers of the 20th century, and one of the 
pioneers of science fiction in France. A journalist, a publisher and 
a movie critic, he came to prominence as soon as 1943, with the 
publication of his first novel RAVAGES (Ashes, Ashes) which 
established him as one of the most important and forward sci-fi 
French writers. His other famous novel is LA NUIT DES TEMPS 
(The Ice People), published in 1968. It was a runaway popular 
success that sold over a million copies, was translated into 
numerous languages, and was a bona fide international best-seller.  
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CONTEMPORARY	UP-MARKET	
 

Céline Minard 
BACCHANTES 

(Bacchae) 
Rivages, January 2019 �, 112 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland. (Swiat Kziaski). 

◊ Between La Casa De Papel and a script by Álex de 
la Iglesia on stilettos. 

◊ Céline Minard offers readers a sensually 
subversive tale, one that confronts two points of 
view about wine head-on. 

◊ One is incarnated by Coetzer, the owner of the 
wine cellar, and based on expertise and a 
commercial, speculative logic; the other, 
represented by the Bombshell, the Brunette and 
the Clown, the three skillful female robbers, is 
trying to get back to the essence of wine-drinking: 
pleasure. 

Céline Minard toys with the conventions of hold-up 
films, offering readers a superbly enjoyable blend of 
action, sensuality, feminism and enology. 

For the past 59 hours, Jackie Thran’s brigade has been 
surrounding the most secure wine cellar in Hong Kong, 
one that was installed in a former British Army bunker. A 
group of robbers has managed to get inside and is holding 
the impressive collction of wine bottles – worth over $350 
million – hostage. 

Suddenly, Alpha bunker’s armor-plated security door 
opens a crack. A gloved hand appears, and places a bottle 
on the ground outside. Then a foot shod in a classic black 
pump pokes out of the door, which is just barely ajar, and 
pushes the glass body slightly out of range, before the steel 
door slams shut again. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Céline Minard has written several 
novels, including FAILLIR ÊTRE FLINGUÉ (“Nearly Get Shot” - 
Livre Inter 2014 Prize) and LE GRAND JEU (The Great Game). 
She is recognized as one of the most singular voices in 
contemporary French literature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jean-Gabriel Causse 
L'ALGORITHME DU COEUR  

(Love, Internet) 
Via Alain Timsit, March 2019, 213 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available! 

◊ Turning Internet into a full-fledged character that 
can feel and think, but that needs to be tamed, 
opens interesting perspectives and makes readers 
think.  

◊ This “barely futuristic” novel helps readers 
understand Internet’s role in our lives… and what 
might happen if we continue to be connected all 
the time… making us want to “disconnect”. 

◊ A novel and a subject that will be particularly 
appealing to young adults who have grown up with 
Internet 

Humanity has delivered the most wonderful baby. He is 
brillant, well-read and well-connected. He learns at the 
speed of light. His name is Internet... and eventually he 
will take over! And what if it were for the greater good? 

Out of the Cloud starts with Internet preventing human 
beings from destroying the planet. Justine is the hacker 
who witnesses it all: the missiles in the air and Internet 
taking over to avoid a catastrophe. But Internet, in spite of 
his power and supreme intelligence, behaves like a ten-
year-old on the autistic spectrum. With the help of the 
former president of the USA, Justine begins to educate our 
hero, who saved the planet thanks to a sudden surge of 
self-awareness coupled with survival instinct. Understanding 
Internet’s uncontrollable power, the American government 
decides to shut him down. With the unexpected 
complicity of an NSA colonel who had been on their trail, 
we follow the protagonists on a nail-biting, high-speed 
marathon from New York to Shanghai, via the Carribean 
and Paris, to save the world and keepîng Internet alive. 
Jean-Gabriel Causse leads us on an exciting and particularly 
enjoyable adventure that explores our connected world 
and the future that may be waiting for us. The first novel 
with Internet for a hero. A real page turner! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Gabriel Causse is the author of a 
first novel LES CRAYONS DE COULEURS translated in 10 
languages, optioned for an international cinema adaptation and 
the popular-science book on color L’ETONNANT POUVOIR 
DES COULEURS, a bestseller translated in 15 languages. Out of 
the Cloud will be published in France in March 2019 by 
Flammarion 
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L’algorithme
du cœur

roman

Jean-Gabriel Causse



CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET 

 24 

Stéphane Denis 
SANCTISSIMA 

(Sanctissima) 
Grasset, April 2019, 128 pages 

 

An astonishing novel full of twists, turns and drama 
about the fate of a woman with multiple faces where 
geopolitical affairs clash with affairs of the heart. 

The President of the French Republic is preparing to 
transfer the remains of Amandine de Groot to the 
Pantheon. This national heroine and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner was beloved throughout the world and dubbed “La 
Sanctissima” – the holiest. The night before the ceremony, 
her husband, James de Groot – President of the 
Constitutional Council and influential advisor working with 
every government since Pompidou – goes to the Elysée 
Palace. 

In the secretive space of the president’s office, the “Old 
Wolf of the Fifth Republic” reveals the untold truth and 
confesses his wife’s real life. Although she definitely was 
this flamboyant woman who won the Nobel Prize for her 
humanitarian acts, the rest of her life was nothing but 
adventure and fury: she was the daughter of a Nazi father 
and a pimping mother, a problem child who was raised in 
Lebanon by nuns, sold off as a sex slave, who murdered 
out of self-defense, was a fugitive, and the passionate lover 
of Diego – a dangerous art trafficker turned Marxist 
terrorist. 

The President is faced with a moral dilemma. Can such a 
woman rest eternally next to the likes of Jean Moulin and 
Victor Hugo? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	Stéphane Denis is the author of roughly 
twenty novels, including LES ÉVÉNEMENTS DE 67 (Prix Roger 
Nimier), SISTERS (Prix Interallié), a trilogy entitled HISTOIRE DE 
FRANCE and several essays and highly successful investigative 
reports (LA CHUTE DE LA MAISON GISCARD and LE 
ROMAN DE L’ARGENT). For Grasset, he recently published LA 
TOMBE DE MON PÈRE (2015), and POLICE D’ASSURANCE 
(2017). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Véronique Bizot 
UNE COMPLICATION, UNE CALAMITÉ, UN 

AMOUR 
(A Complication, A Calamity, A Love Affair) 

Actes Sud, April 2019, 80 pages 

 

◊ The initial atmosphere is that of a haunted house 
mystery - a house that has stood empty for some 
time is leased out again, and it seems to be full of 
the bad vibrations of a murder that was never 
solved.  

◊ It soon transpires that until recently this was a 
psychiatric hospital and that when it closed, its 
four inmates, including the highly observant 
narrator, were cast out into the world to fend for 
themselves. 

A certain Brémart pays a visit to the house where the 
murder took place. Everything is recounted through the 
eyes of the narrator, as he pedals his bicycle around the 
house, the village and its inhabitants.  

And this narrator reveals to us everything that can be 
known about this strange murder which was apparently 
carried out to order and committed by the expert hand of 
a paid assassin, who was nevertheless put off his stride by a 
very beautiful woman whose sad face bears a fine scar.  

This atmospheric tour de force derives its impact from the 
blending of an ill-defined but omnipresent threat, a quiet 
desperation that is corrosive, and the imminent 
catastrophe of a great love affair.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ever since LES SANGLIERS, her first 
collection of stories published by Stock in 2005, Véronique Bizot 
has been movingly exploring the caprices of the world, the 
absurdities of live and the fragile battles of the soul. But her 
works, which have won many prizes, also offer a life-affirming 
refuge from all these things. Both her stories (LES JARDINIERS, 
2008; FUTURS PARFAITS, 2017) and her novels (MON 
COURONNEMENT, 2010; UN AVENIR, 2011; ÂME QUI VIVE, 
2014; UNE ÎLE, 2014) are published by Actes Sud. 
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Bernard Quiriny 
VIES CONJUGALES 

 (Married Lives)  
Rivages, April 2019, 200 pages 

 

◊ Bernard Quiriny is considered to be one of the 
best contemporary short-story writers in French. 

◊ “Bernard Quiriny stands out for two rare virtues. 
Not only is each and every one of his tales an 
imaginative gem, but his art of dreaming up 
extraordinary stories goes hand in hand with a 
taste for formal inventiveness that has become 
rare on today’s literary scene, where most writers 
concoct their little stories while setting for a 
perfectly conventional narrative framework.” Le 
Figaro littéraire. 

In this new collection of short stories, Bernard Quiriny 
unleashes both his imagination and his inimitable skill as 
a story-teller on the themes of travel and literary 
activities. 

A devilishly difficult race organized by the whimsical 
Association of Sedentary Parisians; a disastrous real-estate 
investment on the tropical islands of Tihamotu; an 
academic whose forewords betray anger-management 
issues; an art show without any art; five Machiavellian 
children terrorize a small primary school; a village whose 
entire population has mysteriously stopped dying, and, on 
the other hand, a massive and inexplicable migration of 
individuals returning to their place of birth in order to give 
up the ghost… In these nearly two dozen dark, ludicrous, 
or fanciful tales, fans will be delighted to recognize the 
humor and talent that Bernard Quiriny is known for. There 
are echoes of Marcel Aymé’s tomfoolery, Jorge Luis 
Borges’s fanciful imagination and Flann O’Brien’s dark 
humor. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Belgium in 1978, Bernard 
Quiriny is the author of a number of short-story collections, three 
novels and a biography, Monsieur Spleen: Notes On Henri de 
Régnier (2013). He is also a literary critic. He has been honored 
with a great many prestigious literary awards: the Grand Prix de 
I'Imaginaire, Prix du Style, Prix Victor-Rossel, Prix Marcel-Thiry, 
etc., and has thrice been short-listed for the Goncourt short-story 
award.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JM Erre 
QUI A TUÉ L‘HOMME-HOMARD ? 

(Who Killed Lobster Man?) 
Bûchet Chastel, February 2019, 368 pages 

 

In this extremely enjoyable parody of the detective-novel 
genre, Jean-Marcel Erre goes back to the vein of 
Mystère Sherlock and Prenez soin du chien (Take Care 
of the Dog), his most popular books, which have been 
translated into several languages.  

For 70 years, Margoujols, a remote village in the remote 
Lozère region, has been the home of escapees from a 
traveling circus freak show: a bearded lady, Siamese twin 
sisters, an elephant man, a dwarf, a giant, and more. 

As the story opens, the horrifically mutilated body of 
Joseph Zimm, a.k.a. “lobster man” has just been found. 
Who killed the former circus performer, and, more 
importantly, why? The investigation, in the competent 
hands of Sergeant Pascalini, will uncover secrets that have 
been buried for ages on the slopes of the Gévaudan. 

The extraordinary events are narrated by Lucie, a 
paraplegic young woman who communicates through a 
computer, and who also happens to be the daughter of 
the mayor of Margoujols. Assisting the gendarmes in their 
investigation, she shares wry comments on subjects as 
wide-ranging as crime fiction, being handicapped, 
cemeteries, and social networks, for a murder mystery with 
a serious twist of dark humor.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: J.M. Erre is a teacher in Sète. From the 
start, all of his novels have been published by Buchet Chastel. 
Several of them have been translated into different languages 
and LE MYSTÈRE SHERLOCK is being adapted as a film in 
France. 

« Le nouveau J.M. Erre, toujours aussi inventif et jubilatoire, inclut 
une réflexion sur son genre de littérature, en l’occurrence, le polar. » 
Livres Hebdo 
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Gabriel Naej 
CE MATIN, MAMAN A ÉTÉ TÉLÉCHARGÉE 

(Mother Was Downloaded this Morning) 
Bûchet Chastel, February 2019, 224 pages 

 

◊ Artificial Intelligence and its excesses are 
discussed in a humorous way that fits seamlessly 
into the novel. 

In this side-splittingly funny first novel, Gabriel Naëj, an 
AI researcher, describes the absurdities and weirdness 
of a world where the restless spirits of the dead rub 
shoulders with the living.  

Michèle believes fervently in digital metempsychosis. She 
yearns for it so that she decides to take the plunge, and 
commits to a clandestine transmigration. Her son, Raphaël, 
helps her anonymously order an illegal physical avatar, and 
lets it/her move into his place. After all, at age 33, it doesn’t 
look like he’s going to be living with anyone else any time 
soon, does it?  

Actually, Raphaël begs to differ. But how can he explain 
that to his avatar-mother? He can’t seem to express it fully. 
Out of a concern for appearances, or fear of ridicule, he 
keeps her inside the family apartment. Which doesn’t keep 
her from being vey active on social networks, day and 
night, or from getting mixed up in everything, with 
unflagging determination, imposing her will on everyone, 
particularly her son. Raphaël becomes so exasperated that, 
in a desperate gesture of selfhood, he decides to run away 
from home. Over the course of his wanderings, he meets 
Jeanne and moves in with her. But that doesn’t change his 
mother’s behavior, on the contrary…  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A computer scientist, artificial-
intelligence researcher, and specialist in computational and digital 
humanity ethics, Gabriel Naëj teaches at the Science School of 
Sorbonne University, and is the president of the ethics committee 
of the National Scientific Research Center.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Lunoir 
PREMIÈRE DAME 

(First Lady) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 192 pages 

 
◊ Long-listed for the Prix Récamier du jeune 

écrivain 2019 

◊ Movie rights sold: Caroline Bonmarchand (Avenue 
B Productions)  

Euphoria and family pride greet Paul’s announcement that 
he will be standing in his party’s primaries for the 
presidential election. Marie the devout wife begins a 
notebook to mark the occasion in which she intends to 
chronicle the events of the next two years. Marie has 
always been at Paul’s side and this partner in the shadows 
does not anticipate how the spotlight trained on her 
husband will bring her into the limelight too - especially 
when revelations concerning her status as spouse and 
mother start to come out. Her intimate journal then 
becomes an outlet where she stoically lists all the bitter 
pills she has to swallow. An intimate examination of a 
woman who has lived only for her loved ones and 
discovers that she exercises power of an ambiguous kind, 
as well as a social critique of a privileged milieu cut off from 
reality, this lively novel blends the irony of false resignation 
with an ambivalent feminism. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A criminal lawyer, Caroline Lunoir lives 
and works in Paris. She has written two other novels, both 
published by Actes Sud: LA FAUTE DE GOÛT (2011) and AU 
TEMPS POUR NOUS (2015, Prix littéraire des Sables-d’Olonne 
– Prix Simenon). 

« Une héroïne ambiguë, que la tourmente oblige à affronter 
ses contradictions. Ou quand la fidélité à l’autre flirte 
dangereusement avec le reniement de soi-même. » Le Point � 

« Caroline Lunoir orchestre en trois actes une grinçante 
critique de la caste des dominants. » L’Obs 

« Ce portrait d’une bourgeoise bon teint, tiraillée entre sa 
volonté de soutien sans faille à son mari et son désir d’exister 
comme un être à part entière, éreinte avec beaucoup 
d’humour notre société du storytelling. » L’Humanité 
dimanche 

« Un roman triste et piquant, à la fois empathique et 
doucement ironique, qui sait traiter le grave sujet de première 
dame avec ce qu’il faut de second degré. » Le Nouveau 
Magazine Littéraire 

« Une satire d’un milieu déconnecté de la réalité, de la 
corruption des politiques et du rôle pervers des experts en 
communication. Édifiant. Un sacré thriller qui ferait une série à 
succès. » 
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Hélène Frappat 
LE DERNIER FLEUVE 

(The Last River) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 240 pages 

 
◊ A novel that throws every genre into the melting 

pot and ultimately transcends them all. 

◊ A novel unlike anything else you’ve ever read. 
Impossible to categorize. A cross between a 
legend, a fantasy adventure and a YA novel.  

◊ An atmosphere that includes elements from both 
an initiatory quest and a philosophical tale; 
nothing is rational, which makes this novel 
profoundly human.  

◊ A totally free life, without rules or constraints. 
Powerful natural elements are omnipresent, 
including a relentless river that dictates the course 
of life around it.  

Spurred on by their survival instinct, two brothers left 
entirely to their own devices live a life that’s totally free 
from the constraints of civilization, running into various 
characters that will help them get by in their atypical 
lives.  

Mo is carrying his little brother Jo on his back. They are 
two small boys detached from their past and any 
background. They are walking, but don’t know for how 
long they have been walking, or where their feet are 
leading them. When they arrive at a river in the morning, it 
seems like this must have been their destination all along. 
Mo and Jo’s adventure is not so much about childhood as 
about life and death. It is marked by extraordinary 
encounters that are also frightening, threatening and 
redemptive. The seasons pass and the boys grow up. And 
then the elder one senses that the moment has come to 
leave this safe place and, like the river, to seek the sea.  

Hélène Frappat turns childhood into a mythological land 
where children are gentle soldiers with dark and obstinate 
hopes and the world is flirting with its own demise.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hélène Frappat is a novelist: SOUS 
RÉSERVE (Allia, 2004), L’AGENT DE LIAISON (Allia, 2007), PAR 
EFFRACTION (Allia, 2009), INVERNO (Actes Sud, 2011) and 
LADY HUNT (Actes Sud, 2013). A graduate in philosophy and a 
lover of cinema, she is also the author of JACQUES RIVETTE, 
SECRET COMPRIS (Cahiers du cinéma, 2001), TROIS FILMS 
FANTÔMES DE JACQUES RIVETTE (Cahiers du cinéma, 2002), 
ROBERTO ROSSELLINI (Cahiers du cinéma/Le Monde, 2008) 
and most recently TONI SERVILLO, NOUVEAU MONSTRE 
(Séguier, 2018). 
 

« C'est un roman que l'on pourrait lire aux enfants. C'est un 
roman que l'on peut lire pour retrouver son enfance, c'est-à-
dire une époque où tous les rêves sont permis.  » Nice Matin 

 

Olivia Resenterra 
NÉCROLOGIE DU CHAT 

(Obituary Of A Cat) 
Serge Safran, March 2019, 160 pages 

 

◊ A surprising novel: starting from a trivial subject: 
burying your pet: where to go, what to do?. 

◊ A touching short text, very human and universal, 
before falling into something much darker and 
fatal to the limit of the absurd. 

◊ The technical and cold approach of the cost to 
bury your pet: we live in a society where 
everything is regulated, we do not have the right 
to bury our animal in our own garden for 
example. 

One winter morning, Ana leaves the housing project she 
inhabits in the periphery of a small, remote town in the 
countryside. In her arms rests a plastic box containing 
the corpse of her cat.  

Distraught, wandering around, searching for a place to bury 
her pet, Ana is confronted with the cruelty and disdain of 
the different people she meets on her way: an unmarried 
farmer and his housekeeper willing to do anything to 
eliminate a potential rival, a family of cyclists lead by an 
authoritative father, a pet cemetery guardian, specialist of 
“custom-made” funerals, and a duo of criminals on the 
run... All the while, a fox, straight out of a fable, prowls 
around the vicinity... 

A short novel with a dark atmosphere, a tragic end: Ana is 
killed by two burglars. A fox catches the corpse of the cat 
and eats it! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Olivia Resenterra, born in Rochefort-
sur-mer in 1978, studied the arts and philosophy at Poitiers, 
Salamanque and la Sorbonne. She is the author of an essay, “Des 
femmes admirables, portraits acides,” published at PUF in 2012, 
and a novel, LE GARÇON, SCÈNES DE LA VIE PROVINCIALE, 
published at éditions Serge Safran in 2016. NÉCROLOGIE DU 
CHAT is her second novel. 
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Miléna Babin 
L’ÉTRANGE ODEUR DU SAFRAN 

(The Strange Perfume Of Safran) 
Hurtubise, April 2018, 216 pages 

  

◊ Rights sold: WEL (Guernica Editions). 

◊ On the longlist of Prix France-Québec 2019. 

◊ The immersion in rural Quebec in the 1980s 
plunges the reader back into a burning theme of 
the time, AIDS does not leave indifferent 

◊ The protagonists skinned alive, crippled, which by 
necessity are found together, showing that 
strength lies in numbers  

◊ A raw novel, sensitive, confusing. 

Lower St. Lawrence, July 1988. When Nil sets out for Le 
Bic along with Lavender, her pet fox, she has no idea that 
being on the lam for a few days will forever mark her 
future. Raised by her uncle along with her twin brother 
Yoav in less-than-enviable conditions, she’s still rough 
around the edges when she decides to take off for a while. 
Along the way, she’ll come across tormented characters, 
beginning with Jacob, HIV-positive restaurant owner mixed 
up in the trafficking of... saffron, the red gold that sets spirits 
ablaze and adds flavour to the finest delicacies! Nil will be 
surprised to learn that what was meant to be a quick stop 
to refuel turns into a longer stay than she could have ever 
imagined. Each of the characters has something to gain 
from the others, motivating them to stick together despite 
their seeming incompatibility. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Originally from Gaspésie, Miléna Babin 
burst onto the literary scene in 2014 with LES FANTÔMES 
FUMENT EN CACHETTE. She has contributed to the short 
story collections NU and SOUS LA CEINTURE, published by 
Québec Amérique. 

“Surprising until the very end” Le Journal de Montréal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paola Pigani 
DES ORTIES ET DES HOMMES 

(Of Nettles and Men) 
Liana Lévi, March 2019, 304 pages 

 

◊ Without doubt the most personal of Paola Pigani’s 
novels: a vibrant homage to childhood, to nature, 
to daydreams, to books, and to awakening 
adolescence. 

◊ A life lived to the rhythm of farmwork,adventures 
in the forest, budding friendships, and the brutality 
of this environment.  

◊ From this unchanging French “Far West” emerges 
a novel of farewell — to rural life and to 
childhood. 

Rendered in superb writing with poetic melancholy, the 
story of the daily life of a girl in the Charente 
countryside of the mid-70s.  

In the hamlet of Cellefrouin in the French Charente, little 
Pia inten- sely observes the labour of men, the beasts, the 
trees—the whole of life buzzing about her. Surrounded by 
her Italian immigrant grand parents, her livestock-farming 
parents, and a gaggle of boisterous siblings, she also 
observes the harshness of this land where one struggles to 
scrape a living, where farms are being deserted, where a 
man hangs himself in his shed, where a teenager kills his 
father. Soon, the walls of barns are covered with posters 
urging rural locals to “live and work in their own land”, a 
reminder of their compatriots fighting back in Larzac. A trip 
to Turin over the summer of 1976 finds Pia for the first 
time far from home. On her return, after a terrible 
drought, everything is unrecognisable. Something has died 
that will never return.  

Between the echo of chainsaws, the colourful language of 
the old folk, of the Roma, Turkish, and Polish labourers, 
and the words of the poets she’s discovering, she finds her 
own voice in which to recount the end of this rural 
world— and the means of preserving it within herself 
forever. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Paola Pigani was born in 1963 to a 
family of Italian immigrants settled in the Charente. An early- 
childhood educator, she now lives in Lyon. She came to writing 
through poetry, and is the author of several collections. In 2013, 
her novel N’ENTRE PAS DANS MON ÂME AVEC TES 
CHAUSSURES, published to much acclaim and shortlisted for the 
Goncourt prize for a first novel, was followed in 2015 by VENUS 
D’AILLEURS. 
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Vanessa Bamberger 
ALTO BRACO 

(Alto Braco)  
Liana Levi, January 2019, 256 pages 

 

◊ Finalist for the Prix RTL-Lire. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix du roman France 
Television and the prix des Lectrices de ELLE. 

◊ The author investigated the region and its 
agriculture extensively, listening to lots of 
different stories and opinions in order to provide 
an authentic overview of the situation, with both 
its dead ends and its openings.  

◊ Along with the heroine, readers visit both 
stanchion and loafing barns come to understand 
the issues surrounding cattle feed, and learn to 
read food labels better. It’s fascinating!  

◊ Discovering the harsh, untamed landscapes of the 
Aubrac plateaus, between the Aveyron, the 
Cantal, and the Lozère, in central France.  

◊ Alto Braco is “Aubrac,” in Occitan, an endangered 
language from southern France and neighboring 
countries. 

◊ A text that will titillate your taste-buds, in which 
traditional French gastronomy plays an important 
role, as part of an ode to the land and those who 
farm it. 

Is the land written in our genes? A Parisian, the 
granddaughter of café-owners from the Aveyron, returns 
to the cradle of the family, in Aubrac. A sensitive and 
compelling novel about roots, their transmission, secrets, 
and the relationship to the land. 

Brune, 38, was raised by her grandmother and her great-
aunt, two inseparable sisters with strong, but whimsical 
characters. Born in the Aubrac region of central France, 
they moved to Paris together in 1955, at age 20. Starting 
out as waitresses, they slowed moved up the ranks, to 
manager and finally – hosanna! – owners of a café in Paris’s 
working-class 18th arrondissement. Brune ate, played and 
did her homework in the bistro, sleeping in the apartment 
upstairs, between the two older women. But her 
grandmother just died, and one of her last wishes was to 
be buried in the village where she was born, Lacalm, on 
the cusp between the Aveyron, the Lozère and the Cantal. 
And so Brune, a modern, single Parisian who doesn’t 
believe in the concept of roots and is convinced that 
attachment to land i just a mental construction, is going to 
get to know the land of her ancestors.  She discovers a 
world of agriculture that is still thriving. Totally 
unexpectedly, she becomes fascinated with animal 
husbandry, and even decides to participate in saving a farm 
whose herd, after having been cross-bred with other 
breeds too often, has been decimated by a virus. 

At the same time, this trip back to her roots will shake 
some of Brune’s most deeply held convictions. Brune 
meets her cousins, who reveal some family secrets – from 
children born out of wedlock, to plots of land that have 
changed hands surreptitiously. Learning about her history 
frees Brune from the anxiety and bonds that were keeping 
her form living her life as she pleased. By learning about 
her Auvergnate past, this Parisian woman’s future opens 
up.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Vanessa Bamberger lives in Paris where 
she was born in 1972. Following PRINCIPE DE SUSPENSION 
(Liana Levi 2017), in this, her second novel, she pays homage to 
Aubrac, the native land of her grandmother and great-aunt. 

« Un joli roman hanté par la question de l’héritage ». Le 
Figaro 

«Un talent fou.» Télématin 

«Alto Braco dépayse, emporte et séduit.» ELLE 

«Un roman sensible qui sonde le lien à la terre et au 
passé.» Le Parisien weekend 
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DEBUT	NOVEL	/	NEW	VOICES	
 

Elisabeth Benoit 
SUZANNE TRAVOLTA 

(Suzanne Travolta) 
P.O.L., March 2019, 256 pages 

 

◊ A first novel, constructed as a contemporary 
tragedy.  

◊ A polyphonic account of a city, Montréal, and a 
suicide – Marie-Josée, a little-known actor and 
comic, overshadowed by her famous brother (also 
an actor).  

Who was Marie-Josée? Why did she take her own life? 
No one has a satisfactory answer, but everyone thinks 
they know something. 

Everyone is talking about Marie-Josée. Her neighbour 
Suzanne, the book’s first narrative voice, her best friend 
Georgia, her childhood friend Ray, her brother Laurent… 
They all talk, and Suzanne reports back – on what the 
others say, and at the same time how she met Ray, 
Georgia and Laurent.  

Another voice alternates with Suzanne’s – a second 
narrator, and the only person unconnected to Marie-Josée. 
Bob, a private detective. No one knows him, he doesn’t 
know Suzanne, but she’s the one he’s been hired to watch, 
to investigate. He knows, and tells, things about her – 
things she will never tell herself.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Elisabeth Benoit was born in Montréal 
(Québec) in 1969. She has lived in France since 2008, where she 
works as a computer programmer. Suzanne Travolta is her first 
novel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jacky Durand 
LE CAHIER DE RECETTES 

(Monsieur Henri’s Secret Recipes) 
Stock, April 2019 �, 220 pages 

 

◊ Right sold in: Germany (pre-empt, 
Rowohlt/Kindler Verlag). 

A tender and mouth-watering story of inheritance, 
taking place in a French bistro. 

Monsieur Henri is an incomparable cook, one of those 
chefs who can delight the taste buds with almost nothing. 
He runs Le Relais Fleuri, an unpretentious French bistro that 
still manages to give its customers everything they could 
wish for... on a plate. There’s one thing Henri is sure of: Le 
Relais will close when he goes. Under no circumstances will 
his son Julien take it over. 

When Henri falls into a coma, Julien spends many hours 
holding his hand and using his memories to try to bring 
back to life the culinary heritage of this very secretive 
father. Soon Julien has a single obsession: finding the 
notebook of recipes that he thinks he’s seen so many times 
in his life, where his father wrote down his mysterious 
tricks... But while he searches, he comes across another 
secret, a family one, and understands why his father let his 
wife leave without a word. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	Jacky Durand is a culinary journalist. His 
sensuous, epicurean, gastronomical columns delight thousands of 
readers and listeners. LE CAHIER DE RECETTES is his debut 
novel.	
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Hélène Jousse 
LES MAINS DE LOUIS BRAILLE  

(Louis Braille’s Fingertips) 
JC Lattès, February 2019, 350 pages 

	
◊ In this novel, we are discovering Louis Braille, the 

man who has invented a system of reading and 
writing for use by the Blind and who died before 
knowing the impact of his invention.  

◊ He was a genius and we don’t know a lot about 
him and there are no book on his destiny! 

◊ The originality of the book is in the alternating 
between Constance’s investigation and the life of 
the young Louis Braille. 

A book that explores the life of little-known hero, Louis 
Braille. 

Constance, a successful playwright in her forties, recently 
widowed, receives a request from her friend and producer, 
Thomas, to write a biopic on Louis Braille. With the help 
of a mysterious and charming history student, Aurélien, 
Constance plunges head first into an investigation of this 
forgotten genius. Everyone has heard his name but 
practically nothing is known of his life. 

She retraces his early years at the beginning of the 19th  
century when Louis was a bright and active child who lost 
his sight in an accident at age three. Determined 
nevertheless to learn to read, Louis enters the royal 
institution for the blind but, in this cold and austere 
building where the young boarders are treated harshly, no 
one has any intention of teaching them how to read. And 
for good reason: no known method exists. 

Constance discovers young Louis’s struggle, first to imagine 
reading with his fingertips and then to go on to invent, 
before the age of eighteen, a system that would transform 
the lives of the blind forever. After all, what is destiny but a 
life that impacts that of many others? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hélène Jousse is a sculptress. She 
teaches her art to others, especially children. LES MAINS DE 
LOUIS BRAILLE is her first novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gabrielle Levy  
AU RENDEZ-VOUS DES INSOMNIAQUES 

(The Rendez-Vous Of Insomniacs) 
JC Lattès, March 2019, 224 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (preempt 

◊ A debut novel, full of humanity, which deals with 
an universal, original and deep subject: insomnia.  

◊ Follow five complex and endearing characters 
during their night-time peregrinations. What's 
keep them awaked? 

◊ An inventive and tightly-woven intrigue, likable 
characters and a confident pen, this is the story of 
five people whose nights are nothing but a long 
wait in the dark…  

◊ It is also a reflection on how society treats those 
who cannot conform to its “normal” rhythms. 

Five men and women from all walks of life who have 
only one thing in common: insomnia.  

Claire fears the immensity of silence in the countryside 
where she lives, her husband’s snoring and a young boy 
who is not her own. Jacques is a psychiatrist near the end 
of his career whose nighttime solitude, interrupted only by 
sporadic anonymous phone calls. Michele is a gentle retiree 
with a dark secret that urges her to leave her bed every 
night to go to church. Lena is a young Goth who occupies 
her early mornings by helping out in a nearby café. Hervé 
is a shy and nervous accountant who anxiously awaits his 
professional emails in the darkness. 

They all suffer from chronic insomnia that is gradually 
excluding them from normal daytime activities. They 
attend regular meetings hosted by sleep specialist Marie-
Hélène who is determined to help them.  

Confessions are made and friendships are formed but will 
this therapy finally help them all sleep? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Gabrielle Levy was born in Brussels in 
1978. Confirmed insomniac, she divides her time between Paris 
and the countryside. AU RENDEZ-VOUS DES 
INSOMNIAQUES is her first novel. 
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Joseph Ponthus 
À LA LIGNE " 

(A Factory Diary) 
La Table Ronde, January 2019, 272 pages 

 
◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Norway (Aschehoug). 

◊ 10,000 copies sold! 

◊ In the final selection of the Grand Prix RTL-Lire 
2019.  

◊ Prose written like an epic song, with a style that is, 
magically, both simple and sumptuous, and by turn 
distanced, angry, funny and affectionate. 

◊ Hypnotic verses and measured prose, a voice that 
can describe in infinite detail the activity of work, 
the pain of an exhausted body.  

◊ In the line of proletarian literature: a tradition 
revitalized with a poetic dimension. 

The story of a man of letters who finds himself 
employed as a casual worker in the fish canneries and 
slaughterhouses of Brittany. 

He catalogues everything that makes him wish for his 
working day to end as soon as possible. And he transforms 
it into a narrative that presents itself like a war diary, or like 
a devotional manuscript with its psalms, its acts of 
benediction, its prayers for the dead. Starting a new 
paragraph (“à la ligne”) creates pauses in the text. Here is 
the white space in which we encounter the woman he 
loves, Pok Pok the dog, his reading of prose and poetry, 
the bliss of Sundays, the smell of the sea. A lyrical settling 
of scores: a way to get through everyday life, amidst the 
noise and smells of the factory, by summoning the poets 
he has loved, the writers who illuminated his childhood, his 
adolescence and his adult life. And with repetitive actions 
comes unique experience: during his work, with its 
mechanical activity, the memories come back to him. The 
narrator has led another life: he remembers his Latin 
lessons, he was a musketeer with Dumas, he was the lover 
of Lou and Madeleine with Apollinaire, he was nostalgic 
and joyful with the songs of Trenet, he did battle with 
Marx. This is his provisional victory against everything that 
hurts, everything that alienates, everything that could stand 
in the way of his paradoxical and invincible happiness of 
being in the world while surrounded by the horrors of 
industrialisation. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Joseph Ponthus was born in 1978. After 
studying literature and social work, he worked for more than ten 
years in special education in the Paris suburbs where he directed 
and published NOUS... LA CITÉ (2012). He now lives and works 
in Brittany. À LA LIGNE is his first novel.  

« À la ligne est une complainte de l’intérimaire qui tente 
d’arracher du beau à un quotidien qui en manque tant, du 

sens à l’absurdité. C’est une litanie, une chanson de geste, où 
les blancs entre les paragraphes oeuvrent comment une 
respiration, ouvrent une fenêtre pour aérer la puanteur de 
l’usine. » Livres Hebdo 

« Des feuillets arrachés à l’épuisement, pris sur la vie 
quotidienne. » Libération 

« Un livre sans punctuation qui se lit comme un long poème 
tméoignant du quotidien à l’usine, de la pénibilité du travail et 
des divagations induites. » Libération 

« [Un] chant épique composé par un cœur à vif dans une 
langue de poète prolétaire, brute et douce, nue et pure. » Le 
Figaro littéraire 

« Ces Feuillets d’usine, malgré la renonciation manifeste 
qu’ils disent à l’engagement, malgré l’impossibilité de mettre 
un point final à l’exploitation, à l’implacable logique patronale 
et à celle du marché, déroulent le puissant chant de dignité 
de ceux qui, à la seule force de leurs bras, réussissent à 
survivre à la tourmente - joie et fatigue, humanité et atrocité 
mêlées… » Le matricule des anges 

« Un chant d’amour à la classe ouvrière, pour la noblesse 
de ses travailleurs taiseux. » Joseph Ponthus 
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Prune Antoine  
L’HEURE D’ÉTÉ 

(Summer Time) 
Anne Carrière, January 2019, 272 pages 

 

◊ A debut novel that’s totally of the moment: 
strewn with hashtags and our era’s issues, and 
written in a bitingly contemporary tone.  

◊ Sparkling with references to pop culture. 

◊ The characters personify or denounce modern 
society’s idiosyncrasies and problems (in the 
workplace, as well as women’s and immigrants’ 
status) offering a thoroughly modern and totally 
atypical point of view on human relations, 
especially romance, that’s on the cusp of social 
satire. 

The tribulations of a modern couple in Europe in times 
of turmoil and upheavals.  

After meeting Mir, a freelance photographer, as she was 
covering a story in Kiev, Violette decides to leave Paris to 
go and live with him in Berlin. 

Freedom is all Violette and Mir ever talk about and they 
will explore, find and loose each other until they finally live 
a true love story. « No feelings, no strings attached » 
seems to be their mantra. But as one gets older, there 
seems to be a shift in one’s existential questioning… 

Summer Time is the portrait of a city in turmoil, Berlin, the 
epitome of the joy, doubts, hopes and despair of a 
generation – the Xennials, born between 1977 and 1983. 
It also is a sharp and lucid chronicle of the multiple crises 
affecting Europe (the refugees’ crisis, the economic crisis, 
the crisis of populism...), through a racy collection of 
secondary characters.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Prune Antoine was born in 1981 in the 
Vosges. She is a freelance reporter. After working in England, 
Spain, Hungary, Paris and Brussels, she currently lives in Berlin. 
Summer Time is her first novel.  

« Prune Antoine mêle chronique acide des crises qui 
touchent l’Europe et portrait sauce aigre-douce de la 
génération des Xennials – ceux nés entre 1977 et 1983.” 
Livres Hebdo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sandrine Yazbeck 
LES IMPARFAITS 

(The Imperfect)  
Albin Michel, January 2019, 220 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ The old and authentic atmosphere of a 
gentlemen’s club we follow fascinating caharcters 
and learn from their life experience.  

◊ Deeply burried secrets rise slowly to the surface 
and we are caught and enchanted by this well-
written tale  

◊ Interesting reflections on international politics 
written in a simple and unprentious style  

Three people in the evening of their lives, fiercely 
protecting their secrets, loves, faults and silences. 

London 2013. Gamal, famous Anglo-Egyptian war reporter 
and Pulitzer Prize winner, now grown old, has just found 
by accident a plane ticket for Naples in the name of his 
oldest and best friend, Howard, who had just told him he 
was going to Florida to treat his bronchitis. A lie or a 
betrayal? Knowing that Clara, Gamal’s wife, disappeared 
five years before without a trace, and that she was Italian, 
from Positano, near Naples ... Intimist, romantic and open 
to the major challenges of today’s world, Les imparfaits, 
with exceptional grace and subtlety, intertwines those 
misunderstandings and things left unsaid that affect even 
the most intense love relationships and friendships, creating 
frustration and suffering that can be irremediable. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Formerly an international lawyer, 
Sandrine Yazbeck lived in London for seven years before settling 
in Boston. At the age of 40 she decided to devote her time to 
writing. LES IMPARFAITS is her first novel. 
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François Pieretti 
SALTIMBANQUES 

(Acrobats) 
Viviane Hamy, January 2019, 180 pages 

 

◊ With this debut novel, the author offers us a true 
ode to freedom and proves to us that the principle 
“Know thyself” is only possible through the eyes 
of others. 

◊ A touching and accurate debut novel written with 
a strong sense of observation of life and people. 

◊ Thanks to the accuracy of the feelings and the 
accuracy of the emotions portrayed, the reader is 
bewitched by a poetic and modern language that 
pays tribute to the omnipotence of love and life.  

Nathan, lost his younger brother Gabriel in a car 
accident. Suddendly, his rather quiet and uneventful life 
is swept away by an immense wave of sadness, 
helplessness and incomprehension.  

A dozen years ago, Nathan abruptly left the family home, 
as he could no longer stand the incessant quarrels with his 
father, and put distance with his younger brother, friends, 
and childhood dreams to try his chance in Paris. The 
present is bitter: his only memories with Gabriel go back to 
the bygone days of their idealized childhood. He knows 
nothing of the Gabriel who has become a man, whom he 
has not known, or even seen growing up. Regrets are 
ubiquitous. Remorse, powerful. Getting to know what kind 
of person was his brother before his disappearance quickly 
turns into an obsession. On the day of the funeral, Nathan 
encounters a group of young people. They are the 
acrobats with whom Gabriel crisscrossed France. The 
beautiful Apolline, recognizable by the clanging of her 
bracelets, impresses her as much as she fascinates him… 
They seem to be able to offer him fragments of Gabriel’s 
soul. For a summer, they become his new companions, his 
new family. An essential step in his quest, before he meets 
Christian and his daughter Marie. Nathan learns a lot about 
himself and the man he wants to become through his 
interactions with different people. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1991, François Pieretti grew up 
in a small village surrounded by fields and woods, deep in the 
Seine-et-Marne. His unfluences are Jim Harrison, Julien Gracq, 
Patrick Modiano, Gabriel Garcia Marquez or Paul Auster. 

« Cheminant derrière un fantôme, il brosse en filigrane le 
portait d’une génération désœuvrée et sans perspective. 
Comment rêver et prendre son envol lorsque tout nous 
ramène à la pesanteur d’un réel qui immobilise ? Porté par la 
belle maturité de sa plume, son vagabondage se mue peu à 
peu en l’histoire d’un passage à l’âge adulte. Tout en beauté 
et retenue. » Lire 

 

Caroline Fauchon 
SANS EUX 

(Whithout Them) 
Actes Sud, March 2019, 256 pages 

 

‘We used to be half the world, now we are the world.’ 
In Paris in the near future, a young Generation Y 
woman called Lisa witnesses the society around her 
coming to be dominated by women.  

The men around her gradually disappear and a new world 
comes into being where women slowly replace men, 
leaving women free to hunt out the few remaining males 
or to do without them entirely. A mutation that degrades 
the Y chromosome results in changes in the body’s 
architecture and in men becoming physically weak, and it 
looks certain that they will ultimately become extinct. 

Lisa observes these changes and shares her thoughts on 
this ‘Great Mutation’ in her ‘Without Them’ blog, and ends 
up accepting a post with the Tale of Our Origins 
department. In this society where men are now a 
forgotten myth, children are conceived via sperm banks. 
Lisa’s task is to draw up succinct guides for future mothers 
containing creative ideas to help them flesh out in their 
imaginations the identity and personality of the male 
parent. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Caroline Fauchon is a literature and 
drama teacher at a Paris secondary school. SANS EUX is her first 
novel. 
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Fanny Wallendorf 
L’APPEL  
(The Call) 

Finitude, January 2019, 346 pages 

 

◊ The surprising story of a scrawny and somewhat 
clumsy kid whose passion, enthusiasm and drive 
will enable him to become an Olympic champion. 

◊ Richard is as candid, enthusiastic and tenacious as 
Billy Elliot. When he practices, his stubborn 
obstinacy, made up of equal parts pleasure and 
pain, is reminiscent of the Little Communist Who 
Never Smiled by Lola Lafon. 

◊ Readers can’t help rooting for this teenager, and 
hoping that he will pull off something grandiose. 

◊ Rather than focusing on the cold reality of athletic 
achievement, the author highlights the 
determination of the young man. 

◊ Richard follows his own path, among the turmoil 
of his teenage years, among first love and the war 
in Vietnam.  

A fictionalized biopic of American athlete Dick Fosbury, 
who is considered one of the most influential athletes in 
the history of track and field. Besides winning a gold 
medal at the 1968 Olympics, he revolutionized the high 
jump event with a “back-first” technique, now known as 
the “Fosbury Flop”, adopted by almost all high jumpers 
today  

Richard is an only child, a gangly, gawky kid from Portland, 
Oregon. But in America in the early 60s, sports are a huge 
part of boys’ school life. He is tall, very tall for his age even, 
so why not try the high jump? He is a methodical, 
determined child. To jump well, you have to run. And so 
he discovers the pleasures of running: the effort, the 
solitude, the repetitive routine of his route… he lives it all. 
He loves the trance-like state that running generates, 
entirely focused on his body and its sensations. He tries to 
find that same concentration in the jumping pit. Tuned-in 
to his muscles’ reflexes, he soon realizes that their 
spontaneous movement is diametrically opposed to what 
the coaches are teaching him: the scissors jump or straddle 
technique. Letting his body guide him, he jumps as no one 
ever has before him, going over the bar backwards. 
Nicknamed the Weirdo in high school, Richard imposes his 
difference patiently. His desire to find the perfect motion, 
without worrying about winning or even competing, 
surprises some people and annoys others. But no one – 
neither his friends, nor his girlfriends – can deter him from 
his goal. In college, things get more serious: athletics are 
America’s showcase, enough with the flopping around like 
a fish out of water. It’s time to fall into line. All the more so 
in that, having flunked out of school, the Army and 
Vietnam are waiting for him. But Richard is incapable of 

abandoning what he has worked at for so long and 
sacrificed his life as a “normal” teen for. Luckily, his method 
pays off, and his results convince the sporting establishment 
to give in and authorize his technique. The quietly 
stubborn, seemingly absent-minded, but fiercely 
determined kid was truly onto something. Making the cut 
for the American team at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics, 
he would take home the gold.  

WHAT THE AUTHOR HAS TO SAY: 
“I wanted to write about the birth and unfolding of a 

vocation, that internal call that gives shape to both a path and 
a body of work, be they artistic or athletic. Sports, like the arts, 
require achieving singularly intense states of mind, and offer 
adventures, battles and enchantments.” 

 
“Les phrases rythmées, sobrement charnelles de Fanny 
Wallendorf fusionnent avec l’élan enivrant du livre. Les mots 
infusent une joie qui appuie sur l’âme avec une pression folle, 
comme si tout à coup un accord parfait était passé avec le 
monde.” ELLE  
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David Zaoui 
SOIS-TOI MÊME,  

TOUS LES AUTRES SONT DÉJÀ PRIS 
(Be Yourself, Everyone Else Is Already Taken) 

JC Lattès, January 2019, 306 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer). 

◊ A light-hearted, hilarious book on a serious 
subject: can one succeed in life without cheating? 

From the Paris suburbs to Montmartre, from an inner-
city chip shop to the beaches of Santo Domingo, this 
tender and eccentric novel asks the only question worth 
asking: what does it mean to succeed in life? 

In a social housing project outside of Paris, Alfredo Scali 
lives next door to his parents and dreams of making a 
career out of his painting. But he does not want to be just 
any painter! He dedicates his work to the subconscious 
minds of animals: bipolar bears and kleptomaniac crabs are 
just some of his subjects… 

Surrounded by his zookeeper father, an obsessive, pastry-
baking mother, a grandmother losing her battle with 
Alzheimer’s, an enchanting yet unattainable Italian tourist 
and an unemployment counselor specializing in mind-
numbing jobs, his life as an artist full of hopes and doubts 
appears compromised. 

Everything changes when Alfredo inherits Schmidt, the 
therapy monkey assigned to help his grandmother. But 
Schmidt, a malicious Capuchin monkey, is about to turn 
our hero’s life - and his painting career - upside down… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David Zaoui was born in 1977 in 
the suburbs of Paris. He took acting lessons and worked as 
a film director and producer for several years in the USA. 
Today he devotes his time to writing. His first novel, I am a 
humanist killer (Paul et Mike, 2018) earned him the Best 
First Novel Award at Chambéry Literary festival.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Adèle Bréau  
L’ODEUR DE LA COLLE EN POT 

(The Smell Of White Glue) 
JC Lattès, April 2019, 280 pages 

 
◊ The nostalgic yet graceful portrait of adolescence 

and a time past.  

◊ Describing the moment between childhood and 
adulthood, both overwhelming and timeless.  

The end of childhood and the age of first crushes during 
a time of great societal change. 

In September 1991 Caroline is thirteen. With her parents 
and sister Charlotte, they moved from the suburbs to a 
huge Paris apartment, so big in fact that the family begins 
to distance themselves from one another. 

Their father wanted to move closer to his job that devours 
all his time, and yet now he is more absent than ever. The 
unique telephone of the house is the recipient of family 
secrets, harsh whispers in the midst of chaos: a distraught 
mother, a father looking for a way out and the heroine’s 
adolescent torments as her childhood slowly disintegrates.  

Cafés where smoking is still permitted, telephone booths, 
music in a Walkman, the screech of chalk on a 
blackboard… A whole bygone era brought back to life, just 
like when you breathe in that particular almond scent of 
white school glue. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Adèle Bréau is the author of LA COUR 
DES GRANDES, LES JEUX DE GARÇONS and LES DEVOIRS 
DE VACANCES. She is editor-in-chief of Elle digital edition and 
blogs about what is on her mind with her own particular brand of 
ferocious humor, conviction and tenderness. 
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Aurélien Gougaud 
LA SOLITUDE DES GRANDES PERSONNES 

(The Loneliness Of Grown-Ups)  
Albin Michel, March 2019, 180 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Piper Verlag). 

◊ Imagine a Little Prince, a gifted bookworm and his 
cat wandering in a modern city… 

◊ A subtle allegory of our modern age. 

◊ The words of wisdom of a child who is falsely 
naïve. 

A moving tale of wisdom, sensible and brimming with 
humour. This novel displays adulthood complexity in a 
world where people have lost their bearings as well as 
their inner child. 

A child spends his days in the library reading all the books 
he fancies with his only companion, a cat called Jupiter. In a 
book on the “Evasion” shelf, he learns that Egypt is the 
cradle of cats where they are considered gods. To the 
child, whose mother is absent, Jupiter absolutely has to get 
back to his homeland. He slips the animal under his 
pullover and the pair of them run away. On the road they 
meet a rejected lover, a philosopher tramp, a posh bigot 
and a statistician who overcomes his weekend boredom 
by playing the hooligan… so many desperate, lonely 
people saved from their wretchedness by his starry 
presence. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Aurélien Gougaud, 28, published his 
first novel, LITHIUM, in 2016 with Albin Michel. LA 
SOLITUDE DES GRANDES PERSONNES is his second 
novel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Michel 
POUR QUELQUES BULLES DE BONHEUR  

(For a Few Bubbles of Happiness) 
Presses de la Cité, 250 pages 

 

A beautifully sensitive tale of female friendship… 

Sabrina is leading a happy life in sunny Toulon, where the 
restaurant she recently opened with her friends Samuel 
and Éric is already doing well. She has adapted to being 
single, though she is conscious of her solitude during the 
long winter nights spent in the company of her dog Biplan 
and her cat Tranxène. Since the tragic accident in which 
her parents were killed, Sabrina has struggled to let others 
into her heart. And what if the time has come to shake up 
her gentle routine?  

Her best friend Capucine is leading a fulfilled existence in 
Sweden with her husband and three young children. Full of 
life and imagination, she will have to go through a painful 
ordeal, but will come out of it a stronger person. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Anne Michel teaches literature in 
Toulon. POUR QUELQUES BULLES DE BONHEUR is her 
second novel. 
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Ève Borelli 
SA MAJESTÉ DES FÈVES  

(The Lord of the Figurines) 
Fayard, January 2019, 304 pages 

 

◊ A road trip that ends with a madcap adventure in 
London with the Queen. 

◊ Atypical characters that have been battered by life 
(a lucky-charm seller, a female discus-thrower, a 
stunningly beautiful dancer with a limp) grant the 
tale an off-beat tone. 

◊ At the heart of the novel, the little-known 
profession of making the porcelain lucky charms 
that are baked inside French King Cakes. The 
book will make everyone want to run right out 
and try this traditional specialty! 

A humorous and charming novel about taking chances 
and dreaming big. 

Lucien is a porcelain charm-maker for epiphany cakes, the 
last of his kind in France, who finds himself unemployed 
and newly single after discovering his girlfriend is cheating 
on him. When his feisty sister Cristalline learns of his 
misfortune, she swoops in to save the day. In fact she has 
come up with a harebrained scheme to put him on the 
path of fame and fortune: she decides to take him to 
England to meet the Queen and suggest his services as her 
personal porcelain charm-maker, since she is a known fan 
of epiphany cakes. Lucien and Cristalline thus set off on a 
wacky adventure accompanied by Cristalline’s melancholic 
son and infamous dog and, thanks to the carpool, a 
crippled ballerina and an ex-con. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ève Borelli lives in the south of France 
where she is a literature professor. She is the notably the author 
of LA LANCEUSE DE COUTEAUX (Charleston, 2017). SA 
MAJESTÉ DES FÈVES, presented at the first Mazarine Book Day 
in 2016 has received the favours of the jury thanks to its 
fantastical universe and its moving characters.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorraine Fouchet 
TOUT CE QUE TU VAS VIVRE 

(Everything You’re Going to Experience), 
Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2019, 384 pages 

	
◊ Suspense is omnipresent in this story: Who is 

Dom’s father’s lover? What happened to his 
mother? Other questions arise as you progress 
through the book, making it a delightful page-
turner.  

◊ From France’s Groix Island to Patagonia, readers 
are introduced to powerful, untamed horizons 
that reveal the characters’ personalities 

◊ A tale of love, forgiveness, and resilience, full of 
humor and understanding 

◊ Fans will recognize Lorraine Fouchet’s signature 
fondness for the importance of family ties, as well 
as for Groix Island.  

In this new novel full of optimism, Lorraine Fouchet is 
not afraid of the obstacles standing on our way and 
teaches us how to face them to enjoy each and every 
moment of joy.  

Dom Le Goff, 15 years old, is playing on his computer in 
the middle of the night when the screen turns off. At the 
very same time, he hears noises from the corridor and 
rushes out of his bedroom only to realize it comes from an 
emergency medical team. His father’s heart stopped 
beating in his lover’s arms and she vanished right after 
calling the paramedics. Trying to pick up the pieces, Dom 
goes after this mysterious woman. Yet, one astonishing 
news leading to another, the teenager is once more 
overwhelmed when he receives the condolences of a 
stranger who would have met his parents in Argentina 
before the birth of their daughter. Except that Dom is an 
only child! He soon leaves the island of Groix, in Brittany, 
to fly across the world, seeking for the truth in South 
America.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1956, Lorraine Fouchet is a 
former emergency physician. She is the author of seventeen 
novels, including ENTRE CIEL ET LOU, published in 2016 and 
winner of the Brittany Prize and the Ouest Prize. She now lives 
between the Paris suburb and the island of Groix. 
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Eva Justine 
KITSUNE 
(Kitsune) 

Bragelonne, November 2018, 400 pages 

 

◊ An authentically depicted journey into the Japan 
of the geishas. 

◊ A proud and independent heroine’s battle in a 
patriarchal era. 

◊ A beautiful love story well served by the writer’s 
sensitive and poetic touch. 

Romance, betrayal, and conspiracy in 19th-century 
feudal Japan  

Japan, 1868. Sumiko Ōmuraji, the daughter of a good 
family, has always been far more interested in her secret 
riding lessons than in taking part in the tea ceremony. 
When her older sister’s suitor is welcomed to the family 
home for the first time, the young lord falls in love not with 
the sister, but with Sumiko. She resolves not to stand in 
the way of her sister’s happiness, and decides that she has 
only one option: she must flee. 

The samurai Tanaka, who has just begun service with Lord 
Ōmuraji, is tasked with the mission of finding her. He is in 
for many surprises. Like a kitsune, the legendary fox said to 
be able to take on human form in order to seduce men, 
the beautiful and mischievous Sumiko may well be the 
most formidable opponent the samurai has ever faced. 

But Tanaka is not the only one looking for the young 
woman, because another rider heads off to hunt for her... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Eva Justine lives in southwestern France. 
A former painter fascinated by romantic novels, she gives free 
rein to her imagination and takes great pleasure in creating 
moving stories with exotic backdrops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlye Ménétrier-Mc Grath 
LES SALLES GOSSES 

(Crazy Old Folks) 
Univers poche, May 2019, 264 pages 

 

◊ Fell the wing of freedom: these guys don’t have 
time to loose with complaints, regrets and doubts.  

◊ Vivacious, caustic and definitely funny… but not 
only!  

◊ Winner of the 2016 “Aufeminin e-write award”, 
which revealed among others Virginie Grimaldi 
and Olivier Norek 

Jeanne Legaud is eighty-one and she has a big family: 
five children, ten grandchildren, and thirteen great-
grandchildren. Attentive mother and grandmother, 
sweet and reserved, she is still in good shape.  So when 
her children decide together that she is too old to live 
alone, she is furious... And determined to make them 
suffer!  

From her small studio in the retirement home, she 
organizes a Machiavellian plan. If they wanted to get rid of 
her, she is determined to fight back. Making them believe 
that she is suffering from senile dementia, Alzheimer’s and 
Tourette syndrome; swearing like a trooper; having his 
grandson arrested by the police or going out without 
pants: everything is good to embarrass them! However, at 
the nursing home, she is not fooling a merry band of old 
troublemakers: Loulou, Jo, Léon, Lucienne and Paddy want 
her to join the party and their monthly dinners during 
which they confess one regret so that the others can find 
solutions. Thanks to the gang, Jeanne is transformed, ready 
to live fully, to face her old demons and even, who knows, 
to fall in love again. And we cannot say that her whole 
family is delighted!  

So who said life stopped at 80? Certainly not those fiery 
octogenarians! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	 Charlye Ménétrier McGrath used to 
work in the music industry. She is now a writer. 
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Laurence Peyrin 
MA CHÉRIE 
(My Darling) 

Calmann Levy, March 2019 324 pages 

 

◊ French sales: Paperback (Pocket) 

◊ America’s rural heartland in the 1960s: the author 
draws us into a tale with a clear political point of 
view, one that stands up to the straitjacket of 
social classes 

◊ The heroine, Gloria, embarks on an epically 
turbulent journey from Miami to the Keys, where 
she is faced with terrible ordeals, and eventually 
finds love and takes charge of her own life.  

◊ A book that speaks out against hypocrisy and 
giving up, and teaches the importance of being 
brave.  

Gloria, 30 years old, cocktail in hand, fills the rooms of 
the most affluent and trendy spots of 1960’s Miami 
with her graceful presence. Surrounded by luxurious 
gifts and her fellow “wives and girlfriends”, she 
apprehends life from atop her in-vogue stilettos. A far 
cry from the village she grew up in, Chooga Pines, with 
its wooden grey houses, cut off from the rest of the 
world by the mangroves. 

She had escaped the dismal life that should have been hers 
ten years ago, thanks to her beautiful physique. Scouted by 
a photographer, she became Miss Florida in 1952 and the 
mistress of the celebrity estate agent Gerry Grayson, aka 
GG’s,. Indeed, Gloria is a long way from the live she was 
meant to live... Incidentally, she hasn’t heard her real name 
in a very long time. To the photographers on the beach, 
GG or her new friends, she is known as “My Darling”. But 
then, one morning, GG is arrested for conning Miami’s 
elite. My Darling’s artificial world tumbles down. Nothing 
truly belongs to her: neither her house, nor her so-called 
friends who turn their backs on her the moment the 
scandal explodes. With a suitcase and 200 dollars in hand, 
she boards a coach home to her parents, who she has not 
seen for ten years. It’s Easter weekend, and the coach is 
full. There is one last free space next to her. A black man 
asks for permission to sit down. In 1963’s conservative 
Florida, a black man and a white woman seated side by 
side on a bus is deeply shocking. When she agrees, Gloria, 
without even realising it, makes a decision that will bring 
meaning to her new life. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Laurence Peyrin has been a press 
reporter for twenty years. She now devotes her time to writing. 
Her first novel, LA DRÔLE DE VIE DE ZELDA ZONK, was 
awarded the Prix Maison de la presse in 2015. Since then, she has 
written four novels, HANNA (Kero, 2015), MISS CYCLONE 
(2017), L’AILE DES VIERGES (2018) and MA CHÉRIE (2019), 
published by Calmann-Lévy. 

Roman Strajnic 
DES TYPES COMME NOUS 

(Guys Like Us) 
Fkeuve Noir, April 2019, 208 pages 

 
◊ A jewel of comedy, humor and humanity with the 

Cannes Film Festival as background.  

◊ An interesting contrast between two worlds: the 
world of ordinary people and the glamorous 
Cannes 

The job description is clear: The candidate has to be 
smart enough to ask him/herself questions and stupid 
enough to not be able to find answers.  

In a villa on the hills of Los Angeles, two influential cinema 
producers are distressed to discover Days in Hell, which is 
part of the official selection at the Cannes Film Festival.  

In Cannes, Dusan Savievic is appointed to ensure the 
protection of the film crew and especially of the lead 
actress, the world famous young star, Kristen Warwick. 

Dusan is a discreet, helpful, athletic and disciplined boy 
who lives a simple life, far from tumult, glitter and glory. 
This job is an opportunity and he is well decided to seize it. 
But between what he thinks the job is and the reality, 
there is a world. Indeed, some persons are ready to do 
anything to save the film. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	Roman Strajnic was born in 1977. Son 
of Serbian political immigrants, he spent his youth in the south of 
France. Subsequently, he worked fifteen years as a film distributor 
and for thirteen years, he was in charge of the management of 
the films crews during the Cannes’s Festival. 
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Nicolas Robin  
UNE FOLIE PASSAGÈRE 

(A Moment’s Madness)  
Anne Carrière, March 2019 ,200 pages 

 

◊ True to the tradition of screwball comedy, 
combining humour, emotion and ferociousness. 

◊ The portrait of a woman well in tune with our 
time – who’s got character and finds herself 
caught in the stranglehold of a service job, 
exposed to the cult of youth and sexism.  

◊ A woman who longs to chuck social standards to 
find her own freedom.  

The vagaries of a stewardess’ life in an alert and 
fanciful style. « A woman like me has got to get it right. 
That’s what I think when I wake up every morning, as 
soon as I open my eyes…»  

Bérengère does her utmost to be a perfect stewardess; she 
makes the sky the most beautiful place on earth. She’s 
forty, she’s been on the job for twenty years and she’s 
clocked up twelve thousands flight hours. She wears a 
turquoise dress without a single crease and an immaculate 
French pleat. But she’s making a mess of her life as a 
woman, as some people make it a point to remind her: no 
husband, no children, a few casual lovers who show her no 
real consideration.  

Yet she hides her wounds beneath her uniform and 
nothing seems to be able to change her desire for absolute 
control and perfection. Until one day, a series of hitches 
and impediments happen and affect the workings of that 
smooth-running machine. Bérengère then embarks 
towards an unknownn destination, on a flight full of 
surprises and not exactly restful. Until she reached 
breaking-point and lets the genie out of the bottle.  

What if losing control was the key to happiness?  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Nicolas Robin is 42. He already 
published two books: ROLAND EST MORT (Roland is Dead) in 
2016 and JE NE SAIS PAS DIRE JE T’AIME (I Don’t Know How 
to Say I Love You) in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Françoise Bourdin 
GRAN PARADISO 

Belfond, September 2018, 286 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland (Dragon). 

◊ 100,000 copies sold. 

◊ With over 40 books published, Françoise Bourdin. 
She is the 6th bestselling author in France and all 
her books have been sold up to 8 million copies.  

A novel about a man who dreamt of entertaining tigers. 

Lorenzo, an attractive thirty-something with a forceful 
personality, is also a passionate vet. Years earlier his 
grandfather bequeathed him some acres of scrubland in 
the Jura and, with respect for the natural world as his 
guiding principle, he has now created an amazing natural 
park on this land to bring visitors closer to animals living in 
the wild. However, to make a success of this venture, 
Lorenzo needs to find new sources of funding and so he 
turns to his father-in-law Xavier, but the latter is reluctant 
to help him - the two men have always had a stormy 
relationship, despite the mediation efforts of the whole 
family...  

One day Julia, Lorenzo’s childhood sweetheart, reappears 
in his life and he decides to take her on as a vet. The 
young woman rekindles feelings in him that he thought 
were extinct, so much so that he dreams of winning her 
love again. 

This unrequited love is another challenge that Lorenzo has 
to contend with, along with his stepfamily and the park on 
which he is expending all his energies. Will this lover of 
freedom succeed in overcoming all the obstacles before 
him and making his dreams come true? One thing is 
certain: he will have to fight if he is to remain master of his 
own destiny and create his own personal paradise. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: In the space of 20 years, Belfond has 
published more than 35 books by Françoise Bourdin. They have 
been translated into English, Italian, Portuguese, Dutch, Spanish, 
Turkish, Polish and Bulgarian. 
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Karine Lambert 
TOUTES LES COULEURS DE LA NUIT 

(The Colors of the Night) 
Calmann Lévy, April 2019, 384 pages 

 

◊ Telling the story from a man’s point of view is a 
new twist for Karine Lambert, and it provides an 
interesting perspective 

◊ A novel in praise of going back to basics, slowing 
down, and enjoying the beauty of life 

◊ As in all of her novels, Karine Lambert explores 
her characters’ flaws and weaknesses, as well as 
their capacity to reinvent themselves in the face of 
adversity. Her novels are published in 13 
languages in more than 25 countries.  

Sometimes, it is only when the lights go out that we can 
clearly picture life’s most shining colours. 

Vincent, a 35 year old tennis coach, is about to start a 
family with Emilie when he is diagnosed with an irrevocable 
disease: Leber’s optic neuropathy. Vincent will lose his 
sight. In three weeks, darkness will prevail. 

Upon hearing the news, Vincent goes through anger, 
followed by denial and despair. All of which is made worse 
when Emilie decides to leave him. Shell-shocked, he feels 
the need to be alone, to escape his mother and those 
around him, and come to terms by himself with his 
situation and soon-to-be reality. He seeks refuge in a place 
where he felt happy as a child: his deceased grandfather’s 
abandoned house in the countryside. In a frenzied state, he 
throws himself headlong into the revival of the family’s 
vegetable patch. And then, inexorably, his sight disappears, 
leaving each minute fraught with obstacles. 

How can he adapt to his new life? Who can he count on? 
Questions and emotions swirl around in his mind. But, with 
his hands in the dirt, he learns. He must let go of his 
former life, re-discover the world through his other senses 
and think differently. His existential needs now intertwine 
with his basic needs. He reconnects with the notions of 
slowing down, living in the moment, with the new people 
sharing his day to day life, and his feelings. All the Colours 
of the Night is a story about legacy, rebirth, and no 
ordinary love... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Karine Lambert is a novelist and 
photographer. Her first novels, L’immeuble des femmes qui ont 
renoncé aux hommes and Eh bien dansons maintenant, proved 
an outstanding success in France and abroad, with translations in 
more than ten countries. 

 
 
 

Karine Lambert 
UN ARBRE, UN JOUR 

(Once Upon A Tree) 
Calmann-Lévy, May 2018, 220 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Germany (Diana Verlag), China 
(Guomai Publishing House), offer from Spain. 

Whimsical and poetic, the story of a tree which refuses 
to die in the spring. 

On this first day of March, a felling notice is nailed onto the 
gigantic tree shading the central square of a village in 
Provence. “Ouch! says the tree, it feels like a woodpecker 
is piercing through my spine.” But these words, of course, 
remain inaudible to the locals. However, the thought of 
their tree disappearing completely outrages them. For all of 
a sudden, the pleasure of its venerable presence, that only 
the children and birds until then had enjoyed, becomes 
precious to them once again. Why fell this centenary 
being? To put in a fountain? Pavements? A parking-lot? It 
makes no sense. 

Initiated by Clément, a very willful young boy, an 
impromptu motley committee is set up to uncover the 
truth. In addition to Clément, there is Adeline Bonnafay, 
91, an old spinster inseparable from her sister Violette, 93, 
Suzanne Fabre, 52, who has been striving on her own to 
keep the bar open since her husband’s motorcycle 
accident. With Fanny Vidal, young culinary stylist, Suzanne 
seeks an explanation from the Town Hall. They are told 
that the tree has been diagnosed with an illness... By 
whom, when, nothing is very clear. And the mayor is on 
holiday... 

With every passing day, the plane tree, which considers 
itself immortal, becomes keenly aware that it is 
condemned, and that certain people are so attached to it 
that they are willing to risk their lives to save it. While it 
studies them, stirring and responding to the rhythm of their 
emotions and conflicts, its advocates stand together in 
solidarity. 

Regardless of the outcome of this battle, each and every 
one of them will see their lives transformed. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Karine Lambert is a novelist and 
photographer. Her first novels, L’IMMEUBLE DES FEMMES QUI 
ONT RENONCÉ AUX HOMMES and EH BIEN DANSONS 
MAINTENANT, proved an outstanding success in France and 
abroad, with translations in more than ten countries. 
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Roxane Dambre 
DERRIÈRE LES ÉTOILES, SIGNÉ SIXTINE T.1 

(Behind the stars, Signed Sixtine Book 1) 
Calmann Levy, October 2018, 400 pages 

 

An investigation full of humour and twists, taking the 
reader to the frontiers of reality. 

Sixtine Perceval is delighted: at 25 years of age, after two 
years writing freelance articles and struggling to make ends 
meet, she has landed her dream job as a journalist with 
ActuParis, the most popular weekly newspaper in the 
French capital. 

Despite a boss incapable of remembering his employees’ 
names who starts every meeting with a gunshot, three 
colleagues who would go to any lengths to stay in the 
limelight, and a far from exciting first project, she doesn’t 
lose heart! She throws herself into her assignment: 
covering an applied mathematics congress about relativity 
and cosmology. At the inaugural conference, Elvis Ellroy, a 
real rock star in his field, makes a sensational 
announcement. He has found the key to singularity, a 
discovery which, although rather obscure for Sixtine, could 
revolutionise the world of physics and the current 
conception of space and time. But her curiosity grows 
when Elvis Ellroy is found dead with his brain mysteriously 
missing. Could his discovery be the cause of his murder? 

For Sixtine, this is the perfect opportunity to write an 
article that will launch her career. With the help of her 
intern, Melchior, and the very good- looking Bastien, a 
young researcher in cosmology who sparks more than a 
simple interest in science in her, she sets off in search of 
the truth. But could the truth be elsewhere? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Roxane Dambre was born in 1987 in 
the suburbs of Paris. Her imagination was quick to show her the 
mysteries that lurk behind the capital’s walls and from the age of 
14, she decided to reveal them to the world through her writing. 
Inspired by her love for chemistry and logic, she is now pursuing 
her studies in science and focusing on a degree in industrial 
process engineering. Her Animae series, published under her 
name by the Éditions de l’Epée et le Livre de Poche, proved a 
great success. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Roxane Dambre 
LES ÉCHOS DE L’AU-DELÀ SIGNÉ SIXTINE 

T.2 
(Echos From Beyond,, Signed Sixtine Book 2) 

Calmann Levy, January 2019, 324 pages 

 
After the resounding success of her very first article for 
ActuParis, Sixtine Lancelot is looking forward to some 
well-deserved rest. But the Marcus Meilleur, three 
colleagues whose sole purpose in life seems to be breaking 
promising young recruits, have other plans... For her next 
assignment, they suggest that she cover an exhibition about 
death, an idea warmly welcomed by the head of the 
newspaper. But if they hoped to throw the impetuous 
Sixtine off balance, they are likely to be disappointed. Once 
you have lived through a fire, a kidnapping and an 
encounter of the third type, very little can unsettle you. 

As she is attending the exhibition opening with Melchior, 
her intern photographer and cooking whiz in his spare 
time, a young man holding a strange device suddenly bursts 
on to the stage mid-speech. He claims to have discovered 
a new technique to observe ghosts. His demonstration is a 
failure, but Sixtine’s curiosity is piqued and she decides to 
find out more about this unfortunate inventor, Dimitri. His 
mysterious machine is, in actual fact, a human wave 
detector. It allows not only to visualise the aura of living 
people, but also the magnetic field that subsists for a time 
after death. In other words, Dimitri has discovered a way 
to observe the human soul! And Sixtine is determined to 
help the inventor prove he is not a charlatan. 

Even more so if it means winning back the love of his life in 
the process... 
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Sophie Tal Men 
QUI NE SE PLANTE PAS NE POUSSE JAMAIS 

(The Rootless Never Grow) 
Albin Michel, March 2019, 288 pages 

 

◊ A magnificent and stimulating lesson about life 
dispensed by a sparkling eighty-year-old.  

◊ The author leads us on a picturesque journey 
through Brittany, where you can almost taste the 
crepes and see the sea-cliffs… but also to Cuba, to 
the unique world of chocolate-making. Readers’ 
taste buds and sense of smell will be quivering!  

◊ The theme of old age and imminent death are 
reminiscent of Anne Gavalda’s HUNTING AND 
GATHERING, and the power of the bonds that 
can be called upon in those moments 

◊ The main character, Jacqueline, gradually fades 
out of the story, making room for Margaux and 
Alexandre, having offered them, both in the novel 
and in their lives, the breath of life and love they 
needed.  

A tender story about love, childhood and transmission. 
set in Brittany with appealing characters and an eventful 
plot that constantly surprises. 

As she leaves the hospital, Jacqueline realises that time is of 
the essence. Her priority is to arrange a meeting with the 
two people who count most for her in the world, near the 
cliffs of Cap Fréhel in Brittany. Alexandre, the young 
neighbour she brought up, today a medical intern, and 
Margaux, her granddaughter who works in the 
international department of the famous family chocolate 
factory and devotes her entire life to her work. To fulfil her 
mission, this flamboyant, madcap grandmother is ready to 
go to the ends of the earth. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophie Tal Men is a neurologist at the 
Lorient hospital. QUI NE SE PLANTE PAS NE POUSSE JAMAIS 
is her fourth novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ondine Khayat  
ÉCOUTE LA PETITE MUSIQUE DU CLOS DES 

ANGES 
(Listen to the Soft Music from the Angel’s Cottage) 

Solar, January 2019, 304 pages 

 

◊ A beautiful novel to help heal the wounds of the 
past.  

◊ A positive and vibrant call to live your life now. 

A touching story that teaches us to accept our past, to 
free ourselves from the wounds of childhood and to 
experience the bonds that heal. 

At 39 years old, Raphaëlle, a very sensitive painter who has 
been separated for years, lives completely detached from 
any form of affection and dedicates all her time to art. She 
has lost contact with her father since 20 years. He had 
always rejected her and is the reason her mother 
committed suicide. When she finds out that he has passed 
away, all her child wounds rise up again. No longer capable 
of painting, drowned in sorrow and subject to panic 
attacks, Raphaëlle can no longer run from her past. To top 
it all, she finds a letter from her father who bequeaths her 
with his cottage in Giverny, the famous village of Claude 
Monet. What is she going to do with it? Erase everything 
that has to do with her father or face up to her painful 
childhood? With the help of her best friend, she decides to 
make it into a residence for artists. 

A new life opens up to Raphaëlle as she welcomes Claire, 
a teacher, Jacob, a psychotherapist who survived the 
camps, Helena, a former ballet dancer, Gregory, a young 
and promising pianist and Paul, the residence’s gardener 
and warden, a close friend of her fathers’ who she feels 
close to and attracted to... In the middle of this caring 
community filled with love, Raphaëlle will slowly open up 
and start bonding with others. 

Inside the cottage, she will revisit her past and little by little 
get over her dark thoughts in favour of life, family, friends... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ondine Khayat works as a clinical 
psychologist certified in Person-centred therapy. She has written 
several self-help works. 
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Olivia Zeitline   
LÀ D'OÙ VIENT LE CHANT D'UNE ÉTOILE 

(Where A Star's Song Comes From) 
Solar, May 2019, 208 pages 

 

◊ Strong self-help topics: intuition, motion and 
dance, voice, psychogenealogy, psychomagic ritual. 

◊ Sequel of the bestseller ET J’AI DANSÉ PIEDS 
NUS DANS MA TÊTE. 

�Californian and bright atmospheres, L.A’s artistic life, 
this vibrant story gives us strength to look at ourselves, 
listen to our inner voices and be guided by a star’s song. 

Based in Paris, Charlotte is building a stable life with Tom 
and her dancing rehearsals when we offer her a chance to 
follow a company to L.A. Torn between the fear of losing 
her boyfriend in a long distance relationship and her 
passion for dancing, she finally decides to leave, driven by 
strange dreams in which her great-grandmother whispers 
Spanish chants. Barely after landing in L.A, Charlotte is 
quickly disillusioned and Tom breaks up with her. Fearing 
of having taken the wrong decision, an astonishing 
synchronicity puts her back on the track: she finds out that 
her great-grandmother had also come to L.A to sing 
before settling in Argentina after a break-up. She holds on. 

After the success of her performance, she receives an offer 
to sing in a musical. This is a true revelation and the 
beginning of a double quest: as she is trying to find herself 
through dancing, she understands that her great-
grandmother’s fate is linked to hers and decides to track 
her down, looking for her origins. 

This trip to an unfamiliar land eventually takes her to solve 
her family past and to free herself from the grey areas.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A graduated lawyer, Olivia Zeitline is 
passionate about arts and self-help. In this second novel, she fuses 
her talents as an artist, writer and self-help coach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olivia Zeitline 
ET J’AI DANSÉ PIEDS NUS  

DANS MA TÊTE 
(And I Danced Barefoot In My Head) 

Solar, June 2017, 336 pages  

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Goldman), Spain 
(Grijalbo), Romania. 

◊ 40,000 copies sold. 

◊ The story of a failed dancer who will gain 
confidence in herself, in her body and in her dance 
to better succeed in her life. "" 

◊  A colorful female character, full of doubts but also 
passionate for the art of dance. " " 

◊ A double book with the story of Charlotte but 
also keys to learn to listen to one's intuition. 

The novel as therapy, encouraging us to follow our 
intuition: an inspiring story, the keys to discovering the 
magic of intuition, and an entreaty to live in harmony 
with oneself. 

A characterless meeting room at a major blue chip 
company. The walls start to spin, and 33-year-old 
Charlotte, the marketing project manager, cracks up mid-
meeting and starts dancing barefoot in front of her 
colleagues. This is the first alarm bell, and Charlotte quits 
her orderly office life. 

Three years after her burnout, she takes up dancing again – 
a dream that has been buried deep within her body and 
mind since the age of 18. But not everything turns out as 
she had imagined: the unpaid bills pile up, her relationship 
with Tom, a freelance journalist, gradually falls apart, and 
her dream seems further off than ever. But one evening, a 
little voice in her head warns her that she and Tom are 
about to split up. Is it fear or intuition? The very next day, 
Tom leaves her. This the second moment of revelation, 
and Charlotte can now no longer ignore these inner 
messages which she is constantly receiving. With the help 
of Stella, her cello-playing friend, she embarks on a 
personal journey to converse with this little voice. 

She finally allows herself to live her dream and dares to lay 
her crea- tivity bare, throwing her fears and certainties to 
the wind. 
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Anne Idoux-Thivet 
LES OSCILLATIONS DU CŒUR 

(Our Swaying Hearts) 
Michel Lafon, January 2019, 335 pages 

 

A doomed love story and a treasure hunt elegantly 
woven by Anne Idoux-Thivet into a tender feel-good 
story.  

35-year-old mathematician with Asperger syndrome 
Angélique, recently widowed Jean-Marc and Japanese 
fabric designer Aiko have little in common save their 
interest in vintage roly poly toys.  And a light clumsiness. All 
three find a mysterious note in a toy they have 
inadvertently broken: “The call of the lighthouse”, “Lovers 
are soulmates”, “Tomorrow I leave”. Are these messages 
in a bottle? Is there a link between them?  

The three eventually come together to solve the mystery. 
When they find out that the three toys were made in the 
same factory in the early 1970es, they take to the road and 
embark on a joyful treasure hunt that will take them across 
France, will bring to light an ancient doomed love story, will 
reunite a father and daughter and seal their friendship 
against all odds. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Anne Idoux-Thivet is a historian and 
specialist in medieval history. She dedicates her spare time to 
writing and collecting vintage children toys. Les oscillations du 
cœur is her second novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anne Idoux-Thivet 
L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS 

(The Workshop Of Memories) 
Michel Lafon. � January 2018, 210 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Bulgaria. (Kragozor) 

◊ Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from 
laughter to tears. 

◊ Likeable, authentic characters. 

◊ Stylish writing. 

What if writing could bring different generations closer? 
A fresh, light debut novel. 

When she inherits her grandmother’s house, Alice decides 
to give up her aimless life as a PhD student in Paris and 
settle in the countryside where she begins holding writing 
workshops in two old people’s homes. The elderly people 
she meets along the way are all as adorable as each other. 
As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their past 
and grow attached to the young woman, sensing her 
loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, the 
cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission of helping 
her find love! 

This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its amusing, moving 
cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study of 
loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, tenderness and love. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified history 
teacher and specialist in medieval history. She has written several 
scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction work 
entitled ECOUTER L’AUTISME (2009). L’ATELIER DES 
SOUVENIRS is her first novel. 

 “Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the 
characters’ pieces of writing as well as get involved with the 
plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and 
believable.” 

 “I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading 
it. It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked sponge cake.” 
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Paula Jacques 
PLUTÔT LA FIN DU MONDE QU’UNE 

ÉCORCHURE À MON DOIGT 
(Rather The End Of The World Than  

A Scratch On My Finger) 
Stock, January 2019, 288 pages 

 

◊ Longlisted for the prix des Romancières 2019. 

◊ Louison is a loathsome, egocentric, narcissistic 
woman. Her main and unique motivation is to be 
happy no matter who is left on the side of the 
road, yet she remains a terribly endearing heroine. 

A free-spirited woman navigates the Second World War 
with splendor and selfishness. 

Louison is a young woman full of life, headstrong and 
impulsive. Whilst the war is breaking out, she gets engaged 
secretly to an Italian living in Algeria. Deciding to join him 
at all costs, she leaves her bourgeoise family in Normandy 
to try and reach the port of Marseille amidst the chaos. On 
her arrival, however, maritime connections are cut off, and 
she finds herself living alone without any money in an 
unfamiliar town. A man comes to her rescue: the 
mysterious and powerful Tonton, head of the criminal 
gangland, who runs the underworld of prostitution and 
who will reveal himself to be a powerful member of the 
resistance. Thanks to him, Louison belongs to the rare 
group of priviledged people who, despite the German 
occupation, lack neither the necessary nor the superfluous. 
Even though she has no desire for a child to cramp her 
style, she falls in love with, and then pregnant by, David, a 
young Jewish member of the resistance. Louison, who pays 
no heed to the motherland in danger, will consider serving 
one cause only: her own. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Cairo, Paula Jacques is a 
novelist. DEBORAH ET LES ANGES DISSIPÉS received the 
Femina prize in 1991. 

« Une fresque trépidante et délicieusement irrévérencieuse. » 
Le Monde des Livres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Olivier Merle 
LIBRE D’AIMER  

(Free to Love) 
XO Editions, January 2019, 464 pages 

 
◊ Two complementary female characters, who grow 

and evolve over the course of the novel: Thérèse, 
a seemingly liberated aristocrat, who actually still 
needs to throw off her chains; and Esther, a young 
Jewish woman, who turns out to be strong and 
independent. 

◊ The high-voltage context, the Nazi Occupation of 
France, is well-rendered, creating all sorts of 
obstacles to these two women’s desire to love 
each other. 

◊ Women’s freedom is the novel’s central theme, 
both during that particularly dark period for a 
Jewish woman and for an aristocratic woman 
worried about making waves, and in our own era, 
as readers can’t help wondering to what extent 
things have really changed in today’s society. 

A burning passion between two women during the 
Second World War. A hymn to freedom, against all 
oppressions 

July 1942. Her name is Esther, she is twenty years old and 
she is a Jew. Her parents have been arrested so she 
wanders the streets in Paris, lost and terrified. While having 
a rest on a bench, her eyes meet those of an elegant lady, 
older than her and who smokes long cigarettes on a café 
terrace. Esther does not know it yet, but her soon-to-be 
encounter with Therese Duval, wife of a violent and cynical 
man collaborating with the Germans, will turn her life 
upside down. The birth of an irresistible desire, on a 
background of tragedy. Forbidden love between two 
women carried away by a burning passion. The two 
women find shelter in Dinard and under a sky full of allied 
bombs, will have to decide their fate: part ways and try to 
survive or accept to die for love. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: As a writer and University Professor, 
Oliver Merle has written several historical novels and lives in the 
Auvergne region. He won the Charles-Exbrayat Award in 2013.  

“A powerful book about forbidden love! Tender, moving & 
audacious!” Le Parisien Week-end 

“Each scene plays with glances & pretenses.” Le Figaro 
Littéraire 

« […] L’histoire audacieuse de deux femmes qui s’aiment 
pendant l’Occupation.[…] Une leçon de courage et de 
persévérance. » La Montagne 
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Cyril Gely  
LE PRIX 
(The Prize) 

Albin Michel, January 2019, 160 pages 

 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix des libraires 2019. 

◊ An immensely intense and effective huis clos 
novel, where each twist and turn, each line is 
skilfully delivered.  

◊ More than just a historical novel, this is a profound 
reflection on accountability, the role scientists 
played in WW2 and, ultimately, about a woman 
navigating the society she lives in. 

◊ A good historical novel which should be made into 
a play - reminiscent of Michael Frayn’s 
"Copenhagen" hailed as the best play ever 
written about science!  

An important addition to the history of science, about 
one of the most important discoveries of the 20th 
century and a fascinating relationship between two 
scientists, one a man and the other a woman, also 
Jewish, at a time where misogyny and anti-semitism 
were particularly rife. 

Stockholm, 10th of December 1946. In a few hours time, 
Otto Hahn will be awarded the Nobel prize for chemistry 
for having discovered the nuclear fission which will later 
allow the development of the atomic bomb. He is 
rehearsing his speech in his hotel room when a woman 
appears. It is Lise Meitner, his former collaborator, whom 
he worked with for more than 30 years and without 
whom he would have never made this discovery. Lise is 
not there to congratulate him. She is there to set the 
record straight. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cyril Gely is a novelist, a successful 
playwright and a screenwriter. He was nominated several times at 
the Molières, notably for Signé Dumas (Francis Perrin/Thierry 
Frémont), Diplomatie (Niels Arestrup/André Dussollier) and as 
scriptwriter for Chocolat (Omar Sy/James Thierrée). He has won 
the Académie Française’s Grand Prix du Jeune Théâtre, the 
Shanghai International Festival’s Screenplay Prize, and the 2015 
César for the Best Adaptation for DIPLOMATIE, directed by 
Volker Schlöndorff. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Camille de Peretti 
LE SANG DES MIRABELLES 

(The Blood Of The Mirabelles) 
Calmann Levy, March 2019, 342 pages 

 

◊ The names and expressions will carry readers 
away, immersing them into the the heart of the 
Middle Ages.  

◊ This story of the lives of two women during 
turbulent times show how little power women 
had, and how these two still tried to control their 
own fate.  

◊ The well-developed characters have real 
substance granting depth to the tale.   

Navigating with delight between the chivalric and courtly 
novel, Camille de Peretti plunges the reader into 
Medieval Times, with all its habits and customs, 
alongside two sisters on a quest for emancipation. A 
magnificent exercise in style. 

Eléonore is sixteen years old. In order to ensure protection 
for herself and her little sister Adélaïde, and the 
preservation of the family lands while their father is in the 
Holy Land with the King, she is married off to Lord Ours. 
The sisters discover the new life that has become their 
own. As a Lord’s wife, for Eléonore, forced into silent 
observation and devoted to procreation. And as a lady’s 
companion for Adélaïde, spending her days sewing and 
reading psalms, under the supervision of Cathaud, Lord 
Ours’ austere sister. However, brought up with a certain 
amount of freedom, neither sister is ready to settle for 
such an existence. Both find a different form of escape – 
Eléonore in the arms of a minstrel, with whom she 
discovers true love and makes plans to run away, and 
Adelaïde in an apothecary’s teachings, with whom she 
learns about anatomy and the art of preparing remedies. A 
quest for freedom that is not without danger, at a time 
when trials for heresy are commonplace... 

Camille de Peretti continues in her vast project exploring 
literary genres with this new novel. After trying her hand at 
autobiographies or the epi tolary novel, she now tackles 
the historical novel, enthralling and joyful, delivering a rich 
tale in both form and detail. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Camille de Peretti was born in 1980 in 
Paris. She has written six novels, including THORNYTORINX 
(awarded the Prix du Premier Roman de Chambéry for debut 
novels) and BLONDE À FORTE POITRINE (Kero, 2016). 
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Jean-Marie Quemener 
LA RÉPUBLIQUE DES PIRATES 

(The Pirate Republic:  
The Adventures of Yann Kervadec, Breton Sailor) 

Plon, February 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available 

◊ French sales: pocket rights, audio. 

◊ Ongoing negotiation with Netflix for a serial 
adaptation. 

◊ A snappy, suspenseful novel, chock-a-block with 
adventure, a love story, colorful characters, and 
the greatest pirates in history (Blackbeard, Jack 
Calico Rackham, Charles Vane, etc.) 

◊ True, historical facts. 

◊ The creation of the extremely endearing 
character of Yann Kervadec, a Breton sailor from 
the 18th century. 

Following in the footsteps of the great adventure novels 
of William Defoe and Robert Louis Stevenson, The 
Pirate Republic plunges us into the early eighteenth 
century, moving from Carnac to the Venezuelan coast, 
by way of the Caribbean, on the heels of Breton sailor 
Yann Kervadec and his offbeat crew. 

New Providence, Nassau, the West Indies... Yann Kervadec 
and his wacky crew drop anchor smack in the middle of 
that “Pirate Republic.” An island ruled by “men of fortune” 
who exercise their egalitarian-yet-bloody rules... between 
attacks, rum, duels and the divvying up of loot. Blackbeard, 
Jack Calico Rackham, Charles Vane and their men rule the 
roost in the menacing shadow of an England eager to 
repossess its property. Yann is about to become one of 
them, in spite of himself. With the assistance of two 
ferocious female pirates-in-drag; an Irish lackey, master 
pyrotechnician and doctor who becomes somewhat 
Shakespearean after a few drinks; and a Black giant who 
runs the Jolly tavern and brothel, he leaps into the fray. He 
takes on the British navy, despite the Spaniard, for the 
survival of that community of "free men"... and inspired by 
the seductive gaze of Médeline, whom he’s snatched from 
the grip of a gang of slavers. The bow of Yann’s ship 
harbors Morgan’s hidden treasure, love, skirmishes, the 
formidable magic of African slaves, hurricanes, and a family 
of “beggars of the sea,” whom he will lead to the ends of 
the earth and their own limits. A fraternal, bloody battle. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ace reporter and international 
multimedia correspondent Jean-Marie Quéméner makes his 
literary debut with The Pirate Republic, his first novel. 
 

 
 

Sylvie Yvert 
UNE ANNÉE FOLLE 

(What A Year) 
Héloïse d’Ormesson, February 2019, 336 pages 

	
◊ Her first novel Mousseline la sérieuse (2016) 

reached over 40,000 copies sold . 

◊ French pocket rights sold. 

◊ Combining love stories, political crisis, homeric 
battles, Sylvie Yvert is back with a tale both tragic 
and comical, as colourful as it is gripping!  

◊ With this political fable she juggles between the 
story of two men – and their women – who follow 
religiously the calendar of the events unfolding. 
The reader is hooked ! 

With four different governments in the course of a year, 
1815 was unique in the history of France. In the midst 
of these tremendous changes and crisis two men learn 
that fidelity is not always rewarded and that treason is 
sometimes worth an Empire !  

Join in; one of the most astonishing years of French History 
is about to begin: 1815!  Newly back from the island of 
Elba, Napoleon drives Louis XVIII away from his throne 
only to be thrown out of the Tuilleries Palace after 
Waterloo. The King and the Emperor fought for the 
throne, both swearing to embody Liberty, Peace and 
Legitimacy.  

On the stage of this little known piece of history called the 
Hundred Days, two of Napoleon’s closest followers are 
tormented. One is military, the other a politician, both are 
united by a strong sense of honor and an unusual loyalty to 
the Emperor. An unusual loyalty that might cost them…  

Between love stories, political crises, Homeric battles and 
treasons, Sylvie Yvert brilliantly demonstrates how fidelity 
can be poorly rewarded when treason leads to ministry. A 
timeless tale, both cheerful and amoral!  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Paris, Sylvie Yvert has worked 
at the Quai d’Orsay and at the Ministry of Interior before 
becoming a photographer. In 2016, her first novel MOUSSELINE 
LA SÉRIEUSE was published in 2016 and received the Prix 
littéraire des princes which reward the best historical novel of the 
year. 
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Christian Jacq  
TOUTÂNKHAMON L’ULTIME SECRET 

(Tutankhamun, the ultimate secret) 
XO, March 2019, 400 pages, 10 pages picture section  

 

◊ After his world-famous series, translated into 
more than 30 languages, Christian Jacq writes 
here a fast-paced adventure novel, where the pen 
of the novelist serves to highlight all the 
knowledge of the Egyptologist. 

◊ In this new edition, Christian Jacq presents and 
comments on the fascinating photos of 
Tutankhamun's treasure. 

In search of the ultimate secret of Tutankhamun, the 
golden masked pharaoh. 

Cairo, 1951. King Farouk, a cruel and corrupt tyrant, reigns 
over Egypt. At the invitation of an anonymous letter, the 
American lawyer Mark Wilder arrives in the land of the 
pharaohs to discover ... who he really is: the concealed son 
of Howard Carter, the famous archeologist who dug up 
the tomb of Tutankhamun and the priceless marvels it 
contained. Beyond death, the father he never knew left 
him a mission: discover the ultimate secret of 
Tutankhamun, and find the real treasure, which remains 
hidden.  

In the heart of the Christian district of Cairo, he meets a 
priest with strange powers, descendant of the high priests 
of Amon, whose revelations will turn his existence upside 
down. Mark accepts a high-risk mission: to find the ultimate 
secret of Tutankhamun, a treasure carefully concealed by 
the Pharaoh himself. 

Since the opening of the tomb, everyone is looking for it in 
vain, to the point that it has become a legend, like the 
curse that follows all those who disturb the Pharaoh's 
eternal slumber... Aided by Ateya, a young Coptic girl he 
falls madly in love with, Mark enters the turmoil that 
spreads through Egypt, where the good magic of the 
Pharaohs is on the verge of disappearing completely, 
leaving the modern era defenseless against the grip of Evil.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Jacq 
PHARAON 

(Pharaoh) 
XO, October 2018, 572 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Hemiro). 

◊ Christian Jacq (41 novels, 27 million copies sold 
worldwide in 29 languages). 

◊ This novel, where the Pharaoh speaks in the first 
person, tells the extraordinary life of one of the 
greatest kings of ancient Egypt. 

◊ Featuring passion, combat, ancestral wisdom and 
search for harmony, with this novel, Christian Jacq 
immerses us in the adventures and secrets of one 
of the greatest kings of Egypt. 

In the series of great novels that have made his success, 
Christian Jacq makes us relive the incredible story of 
Pharaoh Thutmose III (1504-1450), who will be later 
nicknamed the Egyptian Napoleon. 

Redoubtable strategist, fearless warrior, Thutmosis fought 
back all attacks against Egypt. But the man was also a 
scholar who had at heart the constant improvement of the 
lot of his people. Madly in love with the remarkable 
musician Satiah, he was the first Egyptian king to be called 
Pharaoh. Chosen by the gods, Thutmosis III was too young 
to rule. A woman, the famous Hatchepsout, therefore ran 
the country in his place. At the death of the Pharaoh 
Queen, he was forced to leave his dear libraries to 
exercise real power. A great connoisseur of sacred texts, 
writer, botanist, concerned about public health, Thutmosis 
is confronted with a major danger from the beginning of 
his reign. Building on its weakness, a coalition formed in 
Syria has plans to invade Egypt. The Egyptian Napoleon will 
have to conduct seventeen military campaigns to reduce 
his adversaries to powerlessness. Intrepid, he will lead his 
professional army beyond the Euphrates, with considerable 
risks. Wise, this pharaoh drew himself the scenes of the 
Book of the hidden chamber on the walls of his tomb in 
the Valley of Kings. And the twelve hours of night, leading 
to the resurrection of the sun, will punctuate his existence. 
A great builder, he notably built the temple at Karnak 
dedicated to the initiation of high priests. Faced with 
adversity and the severe blows that destiny brought him, 
Tuthmosis never gave up. And his kingdom, inspired by 
celestial harmony, was of this world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: After studying Philosophy and Classics, 
Jacq obtained a PhD in Egyptian Studies at the Sorbonne. He 
published about twenty essays, as well as novels, which, arouse 
the passion of readers, in France and abroad. Christian Jacq is 
now translated into twenty-nine languages. 
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Marie Sizun 
LES SOEURS AUX YEUX BLEUS 

(Sisters With Blue Eyes) 
Arléa, January 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ LE PÈRE DE LA PETITE has been translated in 
English (Pereine press, 2016). 

◊ LA GOUVERNANTE SUÉDOISE has been 
published in pocket by Folio (Gallimard), in May 
2018 (more than 10.000 copies sold). 

◊ Passing from the nineteenth to the twentieth 
century, we find with happiness the characters of 
La Gouvernante suédoise, the heavy secrets of her 
ancestors, "these silent masters of our destinies", 
and Marie Sizun’s talent to revive the dead, 
tirelessly questioning a past occulted, painful or 
soothing. 

In this novel, Marie Sizun continues to explore the 
history of her own family and her Franco-Swedish 
origins, which inspire her with this second instalment of 
a magnificent novelistic saga.  

In her previous novel, La Gouvernante suédoise, Marie Sizun 
was attached to the destiny of Sézeneau and Bergvist. She 
continues here the chronicle of this Franco-Swedish family 
that one finds, in 1877, in the large house of Meudon that 
the family occupies since four years. Hulda, the young 
mother of five children of Leon Sézeneau, has just died of 
physical and mental exhaustion after discovering the 
relationship that her husband had with the governess, Livia. 

After the tragedy that reached each member of the family, 
Livia wallows in silence and agrees to follow Leonardo 
Sézeneau and his three daughters in St. Petersburg. She 
needs to survive to the absent one, the children grow up ; 
we learn step by step the reasons of Hulda’s death. But the 
housekeeper must fade before the growing hostility of 
children. Back in France, in Brittany, then in Paris, while the 
shadow of Livia hover over the fate of the three sisters, the 
chance will bring them together, the secrets will be 
revealed, and the two families will try to close the wounds 
still alive three generations later. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marie Sizun, born in 1940, an associate 
of letters, taught in France, then Germany and Belgium, before 
devoting herself to writing. Since 2001, she share her time 
between Paris and Brittany. She published all her books at Arléa, 
including LA FEMME DE L’ALLEMAND (2007, price of readers of 
magazine ELLE), LA GOUVERNANTE SUÉDOISE (2016, 
Brittany Award) and VOUS AVEZ VU VIOLETTE? (2017, award 
from the French Academy). 

 

 
 

Marie Sizun 
LA GOUVERNANTE SUÉDOISE 

(The Swedish Housekeeper) 
 Arléa, August 2016, 320 pages 

 

◊ French Pocket rights sold (Folio). 

◊ An evocative description of nostalgia for one’s 
homeland: having to move makes the characters 
feel like they’ve been forced out of the Garden of 
Eden. 

◊ The story of a bourgeois family from the height of 
their fortune to their social descent, and from 
Sweden to France. 

◊ The title character, the Swedish housekeeper, is a 
headstrong woman with a heart of gold, who 
never complains about her condition. 

◊ The novel’s gradual construction of a family 
secret, which, little by little, poisons all of the 
characters’ lives. 

The latest novel from Marie Sizun, in which she returns 
to the themes that run through the body of her work: 
filiation, childhood and family relationships. The story of 
a painful family secret: the destructive adulterous 
relationship between a Swedish housekeeper and her 
employer.  

Léonard Sèzeneau, a Frenchman, arrives in Goteborg, 
Sweden, in 1867. He offers French classes and conferences 
on contemporary literature to Goteborg’s high society. 
There he meets Hulda, a fragile and innocent young 
aristocratic woman. They become involved, and Léonard 
leaves his wife to marry her. To help her out, he hires a 
housekeeper, a young woman from a good family that has 
fallen on hard times. They live happily until Léonard has a 
reversal of fortune and must return to France with his wife 
and family. There he will have an affair with the Swedish 
housekeeper, which gradually does his wife in. 

Marie Sizun builds the tension gradually; as the story 
unfolds, the characters’ horizons slowly shrink, from 
Sweden to the house in Meudon, a huis clos that feels like 
a trap, where all of the family’s dramas play out: adultery, 
hidden pregnancy and depression. 

« Avec simplicité et poésie, elle conte la lente déliquescence 
d’une toute jeune femme arrachée à son pays par l’homme 
qu’elle aime. » L’Obs 
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Clara Dupont-Monod 
LA RÉVOLTE 

(The Revolt) 
Stock, August 2018, 256 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Circe), United Kingdom 
(Quercus)  

◊ TV rights under option for an international series " 

◊ 45 000 copies sold 

◊ Was longlisted for the Prix Goncourt 2018 and 
the Prix Fémina. 

◊ This book rife with poetry and cruelty takes us to 
the heart of the connection between a mother 
and her favourite son – two individuals sustained 
by literature, unspoken love, honour and violence.  

◊ It depicts a very accessible Middle Ages stripped 
of quaintness but full of emotion: modern and 
energising. 

◊ The extraordinary life of a powerful woman as 
told by her son, Richard Lionheart. 

1173, The French kingdom. A remarkable queen 
marshals her sons to rebel against their father. 

Richard Lionheart describes his mother, Eleanor of 
Aquitaine, a major medieval figure who was queen of 
France and then England. In 1173, she and three of her 
sons instigate a rebellion to overthrow the English king, 
Henry Plantagenet. How and why does she persuade her 
children to rise against their father? And how does a son 
cope with this conflict of loyalties? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Clara Dupont-Monod has a degree in 
ancient French. She is a journalist and has written several novels, 
including LE ROI DISAIT QUE J’ÉTAIS DIABLE, which sold over 
60,000 copies. She has been haunted by Eleanor of Aquitaine for 
many years. 

“A finely chiselled and poignant portrait of the ambitious 
Eleanor of Aquitaine. It is lyrical and embodied. Magically 
written.” Libération 

“The talent of storyteller Clara Dupont-Monod needs no 
further proof. […] This medieval heroine overflows with awe-
inspiring strength and free will.” Le Nouvel Observateur  

“A Shakespearian drama narrated in a precise prose, 
sharpened like a blade.” L’Obs  

« Fascinant. Un destin plein de fureur et de passion. » ELLE 

 
 
 

Clara Dupont-Monod 
LE ROI DISAIT QUE J’ÉTAIS DIABLE  

(The King Said I Was the Devil) 
Grasset, August 2014, 240 pages 

 
◊ Was longlisted for Prix Goncourt & Prix Renaudot 

2014. 

◊ This time, the goal is not to clear a name, or 
rescue from the fog of oblivion but, on the 
contrary, to take possession of a myth, to tame it, 
even if it meant taking a few liberties.  

◊ Dupont-Monod paints the portrait of a tormented, 
courageous, hot-blooded and ambitious woman, 
shining a light on the years of her marriage to 
Louis VII, the great forgotten king of France. 

Eleanor of Aquitaine is a multi-coloured legend. A witch 
or an innocent queen? Posterity has given her a 
thousand different lives. Clara Dupont-Monod invents 
one of her own, fascinated as she is by the Middle Ages, 
which have already served as a backdrop for her 
previous works.  

Eleanor of Aquitaine has inspired generations of 
imaginations, sometimes appearing pink, and sometimes 
black... Pink, because Medieval clerics and history painted 
her as a man eater. Black, because she has been described 
as Machiavellian, starved for power, stopping at nothing to 
satisfy her appetite for power. Embodying power and sex, 
Eleanor was a passionate leader who crystallized medieval 
fears surrounding women, thus guaranteeing her an 
unparalleled reputation. 

Dupont-Monod reinvents Eleanor, creates an anti-legend 
and reveals the depth underneath the cliché. She lends her 
voice to the Queen, of course, but also to King Louis VII, 
which history has buried under layers of oblivion. Although 
she bases her story on actual chronology –an indispensable 
framework – and on proven facts, like Louis VII’s boundless 
love for his wife or departing for the Crusades, Clara 
Dupont-Monod fills the blanks. She imagines Eleanor to be 
a pagan, even though she was certainly pious. She offers 
her a childhood as well as regrets, leaving the epicentre of 
her scandalous legend to remain hazy – especially her 
alleged affairs with many men, and namely her uncle. 

Here is Eleanor as we have never seen her before, in these 
formative years leading up to her ascension to the throne 
of England. 
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Didier Le Pêcheur 
UN BREF DÉSIR D’ÉTERNITÉ 

(A Brief Wish For Eternity) 
JC Lattès, January 2019, 496 pages 

 

◊ A romantic and Romanesque fresco portraying 
the destiny of a group of characters in Paris in the 
1890’s. 

◊ Le Pêcheur takes us to the heart of a harsh and 
sulfurous Paris, from the beautiful rich quarters to 
the dark slums where rebels rule, in a world 
where everyone has something to hide and where 
the survival of some leads inevitably to the 
suffering of others. 

A romantic and entertaining novel in Paris at La Belle 
Epoque (from the end of 19th Century to 1914) 

Jules Lhérot , a garçon de café, becomes the heros Paris 
after having helped the Police to arrest a well-known 
anarchist. In a less bourgeois district, Zélie, a very smart and 
beautiful teenager, escapes from the detention center and 
only wants one thing: to be part of The Apaches band (an 
Anarchist group). She will meet Jules who falls head over 
heels in love with her. He will become a policeman and 
she, a prostitute. Does this love story can be possible? Jules 
wants to believe it! 

Paris, 1892. A series of bomb attacks are terrorizing the 
capital and the police are actively searching for the well-
known anarchist, Ravachol. When a garçon de café named 
Jules Lherot recognises him as one of his customers and 
tips off the police, they move in to arrest him. Immediately, 
word gets out in the anarchist community and Lhérot 
becomes a target for revenge. 

Zelie, daughter of a working-class family, escapes from the 
detention center where she was being held and decides 
that the only way to make a place for herself in the world 
is to sell her body.  

She meets Jules who falls head over heels in love with her. 
He will become a policeman and she, a prostitute. Their 
paths will cross those of police commissioner Raynaud, a 
humanitarian, Bolivar a perverted cop, de Lefeu an 
unscrupulous journalist and Madeleine, a woman torn 
between her bourgeois life and her deepest desires.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Didier Le Pêcheur is a film-maker and 
screenwriter for cinema and television. He is the author of LE 
BORD DU MONDE (1988) AND LES HOMMES IMMOBILES 
(2006) both published with Lattès. 

 
 

 
 

Alain Vircondelet 
L’EXIL EST VASTE MAIS C’EST L’ÉTÉ 

(Exile in Summer) 
Fayard ,March 2019, �400 pages 

 

During the most burning and cruel decade of the 
twentieth century (1935-1945), Picasso and Dora Maar 
lived a devouring and devastating passion. Alain 
Vircondelet offers the literary narrative that was missing 
from this true story. 

1935-1945. Picasso’s most creative and productive decade 
was also history’s cruelest and deadliest. It was during this 
time that the painter and his muse, Dora Maar, would 
enter a passionate relationship patterned after the tragedy 
playing out: Picasso would paint his anti-war monument, 
Guernica, and the pair of lovers would tear themselves 
apart. � 

Alain Vircondelet recounts the slow, methodical 
destruction of the couple. Dora would become “the crying 
woman,” a recurrent subject of Picasso’s portraits, with no 
alternative but madness and solitude: At Picasso’s request, 
she would be interned in Sainte-Anne psychiatric ward and 
forgotten by all until her death in 1997. 

The eventful true story of a tragic romance in a war-torn 
world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Alain Vircondelet, “one of the most 
brilliant biographers of his generation” (Paris Match), has been 
writing stories, novels, essays and biographies for nearly forty 
year, many of which have been translated around the world, 
including bestselling biographies on Duras, Saint Exupéry, Camus 
and Rimbaud. A renowned academic and a Doctor of Art 
History, he has also written several works on Picasso and painting 
in the 20th century. 
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Sophie Brocas 
LE BAISER 
(The Kiss) 

Julliard, January 2019, 306 pages 

 

◊ By oscillating between the narratives of two 
women, Sophie Brocas paints a double portrait set 
in both 1910 in 2010. 

◊ This masterful melding of historical epic and 
psychological investigation results in a gripping 
novel that questions the starters of artworks over 
time.  

Two strong women anonymous heroins of every day find 
themselves linked a century apart by Brancusi’s culture 
famous sculpture the kiss 

Camille, a disillusioned corporate lawyer finds herself 
entrusted with an unusual matter: to find the true owner 
of a sculpture which decorates a young woman's tomb in 
Paris' Montparnasse Cemetery. A mysterious art dealer has 
threatened to remove this magnificent artwork which 
depicts two lovers enlaced in each other's arms. But does 
it in fact belong to the untraceable heirs of the diseased, to 
the current owner of the burial plot or to all those who 
visit the cemetery? To determine the rightful owner, 
Camille must travel one hundred years into the past and 
follow the life of Tania, a young Russian medical student 
and anarchist, who leaves her aristocratic family and takes 
refuge in bohemian Montparnasse where the artistic avant-
garde lead garrulous, reckless lives. In the greatest secrecy 
Tania becomes the mistress and muse of the Romanian 
sculptor Constantin Brancusi. But at that time, falling 
pregnant by an artist who flees all kind of marital 
commitment could easily leads to tragedy. One hundred 
years later as she pieces together the reasons for Tania's 
suicide, Camille has the opportunity not to only to 
reestablish the dignity of one forgotten woman but also to 
pay homage to all the free women who were unjustly 
banished from society.  

Are they works or art meant to rest in the hands of 
dealers and owners for all eternity or do they end up 
belonging to us all as part of the heritage of humanity? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophie Brocas is a novelist and a senior 
civil servant. In 2014 she published LE CERCLE DES FEMMES 
followed in 2016 by CAMPING CAR. LE BAISER is her first book 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Marie Charvet 
L’ÂME DU VIOLON 

(The Violin’s Soul) 
Grasset, April 2019, 216 pages 

 

◊ In this multi-narrative novel spanning four 
centuries from 1630 to the present, the author 
brings three historical periods and several cultures 
to life.  

◊ The destinies of four marginal yet passionate 
characters who will be pulled out of their solitude, 
all thanks to one instrument are tied. 

What do a 17th century Venetian violin-maker, a gypsy 
orphan who makes his living off of crisscrossing 1930s 
France and playing music, a young down-and-out 
woman in current- day Paris who dreams of seeing her 
paintings in an exhibition, and a tireless CEO who splits 
his time between Paris and New York, all have in 
common? 

Lombardy, the 18th century. Giuseppe has devoted his life 
to making violins, hunched over his bench, day in day out, 
in a renowned Italian workshop. A tragic event forces him 
out of his solitude where he must pass his craft down to a 
young apprentice in an attempt to create the perfect 
instrument. France, 1930s. Lazlo, a young gypsy in his 20s, 
has a gift for music. He wanders throughout France with 
only a violin to his name. It is his sole inheritance, and he 
plays it exquisitely. He lives off of his incredible talent and 
dreams of making it one day to America and its jazz clubs. 
And he can do it if he can only overcome his wounds and 
inner demons. Paris, 2010s. 25-year-old Lucie is striving to 
find her place in the world and struggles to stay afloat, 
despite failed relationships and money problems. Her 
grandmother comes to rescue her by suggesting she get an 
appraisal on her grandfather’s potentially valuable violin and 
sell it. If she does, the money she makes could be enough 
to buy the material she needs to prepare her first 
exhibition as a painter and begin her career as an artist. 
New York, 2010s. Charles is 35 and divides his time 
between France and the US. He is at the head of a large 
mergers and acquisitions firm and devotes every second of 
his time to his work. With one exception: his passion for 
classical music. After falling instantly in love with a young 
violinist’s playing, he sets off on a whirlwind investigation to 
trace the origins of a series of old violins all made in the 
same mysterious Italian workshop. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:	Marie Charvet was born in 1976 and 
started studying music at the Conservatoire de Strasbourg from 
age 6 before eventually studying literature. Today, she writes 
works on artisans and craftsmanship for a major jeweller on Place 
Vendôme. L’ÂME DU VIOLON is her first novel. 
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Pauline De Préval 
L’OR DU CHEMIN 
(The Gold on the Path) 

Albin Michel, February 2019, 144 pages 

 

◊ A novel of initiation marked by a spiritual quest 
and told against the background of a love story. 

◊ A universe that recalls some of the work of Pierre 
Michon and Pascal Quignard. 

The story of Giovanni, an imaginary painter at the 
beginning of the 15th  century, struggling against his own 
passions as well as those of his times, but especially 
grappling with the elements - earth, water and light – 
which are the core of his work.  

He chooses to follow a unique path at a time when a new 
vision of mankind is flowering like a new conception of art, 
and great families of merchants and bankers are rising to 
power.  How can we reconcile the heavens and the Earth? 
How can we make human beings better? In what way can 
the artist contribute? At what price? An epistolary novel – 
it takes the form of a letter to an unknown recipient 
whose identity is revealed at the end – and a story of self-
quest set in the impassioned city of 15th-century Florence, 
throbbing with life, love and faith.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pauline de Préval has written several 
essays: JEANNE D’ARC, LA SAINTETÉ CASQUÉE (Le Seuil), 
UNE SAISON AU THORONET (Le Seuil) and JEANNE D’ARC 
(Presses de la Renaissance). She also makes documentary films 
for television. L’OR DU CHEMIN is her first novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aurore Guitry  
LE SONGE DE GOYA  

(Goya’s Dream) 
Belfond, January 2019, 144 pages 

 
 

Aurore Guitry transforms the painter Goya into a 
fictional hero who travels through the universe of his 
own paintings.  

In December 1792, the king’s painter Francisco Jose de 
Goya y Lucientes awakes in a far-flung village near the 
Mallos de Riglos in Aragon. His only company is the 
housekeeper Rosario, Loca the cat and - at night - the 
dead. The dead are tyrannical and want but one thing: to 
dance throughout the night in order to send the living to 
their graves too. 

How did Goya end up in this strange abode? He 
remembers falling asleep at a friend’s house in Sevilla. Or 
was it on a boat caught in a ferocious storm? His one 
obsession is to get out of this village, take up his brushes 
again and impress the royal court with his paintings. But the 
grotesque forms that populate his fantastical dreams have 
decided otherwise. 

Goya realises that the sleep of reason engenders monsters, 
as a recurrent fever and lead poisoning leaves him delirious 
and confined to his bed. Out of this terrible dream world 
in which he is imprisoned will emerge his celebrated Los 
Caprichos, a series of prints satirising a society in decline. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Grasse in 1980, Aurore Guitry 
is a novelist and translator. She published her first novel, LES 
PETITES MORSURES (Calmann-Lévy), in 2006 and followed it up 
with LES ÂMES FARDÉES (Calmann-Lévy, 2009) and LA 
CORDE SENSIBLE (Denoël, 2009). LE SONGE DE GOYA is her 
fourth novel. 
 

“A daring novel, where Aurore Guitry builts beautifully 
suggestive images.” Le Monde 
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Olivier Norek 
SURFACE 

(Surface) 
Michel Lafon, April 2019, 380 pages 

 

◊ Rights available in Ukraine. 

◊ Under option in: Russia. 

◊ Rights to Olivier Norek’s previous titles sold in 
English (MacLehose Press), German (Blessing), 
Italian (Rizzoli), Spanish (Grijalbo), Czech (Prah), 
Russian (Eksmo), Polish (WAM) and Greek 
(Pedio).  

The new big name in French crime fiction is back.  

A Paris banlieue. Early morning. A police operation goes 
wrong. Captain Noémie Chastain is shot in the head. She 
will survive, disfigured, a living reminder of the 
dangerousness of their job for her colleagues.  

Months later in Avalone, rural France, the tiniest and 
quietest precinct in the country, where Noémie has been 
sent - hidden away in her opinion - to complete her 
recovery. Her secret brief: write a report to support the 
closure of the local police station.  

One morning, a keg is found floating in the lake 
overlooked by the village. Inside it, the body of a child 
gone missing 25 years ago… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Olivier Norek is a lieutenant in Greater 
Paris police investigation Bureau with 18 years’ experience. He is 
the author of four widely acclaimed best-selling thrillers, all 
published by Editions Michel Lafon, and winner of several 
prestigious literary prizes including the Grand prix des lectrices de 
ELLE and the Prix du Polar Européen Le Point.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sandrine Collette 
ANIMAL 
(Animal) 

Denoël, March 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ The story of a hunt, ranging from the Nepalese 
forest to the volcanoes of Kamtchatka, in which it 
becomes hard to tell who’s the hunter and who’s 
the prey. 

◊ A heroine spurred on by predatory impulses, 
searching for her own past through hunting.  

◊ A style that carries us away to the heart of 
nature’s brutality, blurring the lines between 
humans and animals.  

When she hunts, Lior seems possessed by a strange 
wildness, as though she were bewitched... Where exactly 
does this animal instinct come from? 

In the dense and dark Nepalese forest, Mara is looking for 
food before the wild beasts take over the night. Just then, 
she comes across a little boy tied up to a tree. The young 
woman has heard of these abandoned children that 
nobody wants. She knows that she shouldn’t get involved. 
Life is hard enough as it is and if you want to survive here, 
it’s best to keep a low profile. And yet, she unties the boy 
and takes him with her. The next day, in the exact same 
spot, a small girl is furiously struggling against her bonds. 
Mara also frees her, but this time, she goes with the two 
children to the big city where they’ll be able to hide and 
blend into the huge crowd of the shanty towns. Twenty 
years later in another forest, a group of six hunters have 
just arrived amidst the volcanoes of Kamtchatka. One of 
them is Lior, a French woman. How can such a beautiful 
and brilliant young woman be so passionate about hunting? 
It’s a mystery that her husband, who adores her, has never 
understood. When she hunts, a strange wild look gleams in 
her eyes and she seems to be inhabited by some kind of 
beast; her gait becomes light and her voice trembles. On 
these hunts, she seems to be one with nature and has a 
sharp intuition. There’s something animal about her... 
dangerous. This time, guided by an old man of few words, 
Lior and the others are tracking down a bear. Ever since 
they set foot on the mountain slopes, the bear has known 
that they were there. He will push Lior beyond her limits 
and force her to finally face the truth about herself. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. 
She wrote DES NŒUDS D’ACIER (Best Crime Novel Award 
2013, adapted to the big screen), UN VENT DE CENDRES 
(2014), SIX FOURMIS BLANCHES (2015), IL RESTE LA 
POUSSIÈRE (Landerneau Noir Award 2016) and LES LARMES 
NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (2017). All of Collette’s novels have 
met commercial and critical success.  
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Sonja Delzongle  
CATARACTES  

(Cataracts) 
Denoël, April 2019, 400 pages 

 

◊ A tense novel in which terror gradually takes hold, 
in keeping with Sonja Delzongle’s previous novel, 
Boréal.  

◊ Sonja’s first (and very successful) foray into the 
Balkans, the land of her mother’s birth.  

As far back as he can remember, Jan Kosta has had the 
same nightmare: swept away by a massive torrent of 
mud, he suffocates and dies... Where does this 
nightmare come from? And most importantly, could it 
become reality? 

Just when he feels that he is about to suffocate, he wakes 
up gasping for air. This nightmare dates back to a trauma 
that he experienced forty years ago when Zavoï, the 
village where he was born in the Balkans, disappeared into 
the depths of a lake formed by a colossal mountain 
mudslide. Of the three hundred and fifty-three villagers, 
only fifty survived. Three-year-old Jan only survived thanks 
to his dog, who dragged the unconscious boy from the 
muddy water. His parents, brothers, and sisters all died in 
the catastrophe and Jan was taken in and raised by his 
grandparents who lived in a neighboring mountain village. 
When he grew up, he went on to pursue his education in 
Belgrade before becoming a hydrologist. 

When the story begins, Jan (who now lives in Dubai) 
receives a phone call from Vladimir, a colleague and fellow 
hydraulics engineer. His friend is concerned: strange things 
are happening at the power plant that has just been built 
downstream from the lake that swallowed up his 
childhood village. People are behaving erratically and there 
have been inexplicable violent outbreaks. A few months 
ago, the nearby monastery that had been occupied from 
time immemorial was abandoned without explanation. 
However, rumor has it that the monks had experienced 
problems as well. A psychiatric institute has since been 
opened there. Vladimir needs Jan to come and objectively 
study the facts. The power plant provides jobs to the 
entire region and they can’t afford to make a mistake... but 
if Vladimir’s fears prove well-founded, a tragedy is about to 
play out once again and only Jan has the ability to stop it. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1967 to a French father and a 
Serbian mother, Sonja Delzongle grew up between France and 
Serbia. She has led a Bohemian lifestyle, between various jobs 
(the most memorable being working in Afro-Asian artisanal trade 
and running a bar) and writing. Cataractes is her fifth novel, 
following Dust, Quand la neige danse, Récidive and Boréal, also 
published by Denoël.  

 

Hervé Le Corre 
DANS L’OMBRE DU BRASIER 

(In the Shadow of the Inferno) 
Rivages noir, January 2019, 384 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), UK & US (Europa) & 
Greece (Ekdoseis). 

◊ Ongoing offers: Spain & Catalonia. 

In a similar vein to L’Homme aux lèvres de saphir, Le 
Corre intertwines a nail-bitingly suspenseful criminal 
investigation into the tragic saga of the Communards. 

Paris, May 1871: The Paris Commune’s “bloody week” is 
the culmination of the savage clash between Communards 
and the regular army Versailles forces. Amidst the bombs 
and the chaos, a photographer fascinated by young 
women’s suffering takes "suggestive" photos to sell to 
clients with very particular tastes. One market day, 
Caroline, the sweetheart of Nicolas, who is fighting 
alongside the Communards, simply vanishes. A 
Communard police officer, a principled man with a strong 
sense of duty, searches for her amidst the street-fighting, 
the fires and the massacres. 

While Paris is burning, Caroline, who has been locked up 
and “forgotten” in a cellar that no one has the key to, is 
struggling to survive. �So begins a race against time, while the 
countdown that will inevitably lead to the fall of the 
Commune has also started. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hervé Le Corre is one of the greatest 
contemporary French crime-fiction writers. He has won every 
detective-novel prize there is. His novels PRENDRE LES LOUPS 
POUR DES CHIENS (Mistaking Wolves for Dogs, ongoing offer 
from Norway) and APRÈS LA GUERRE (After the War) are 
critically acclaimed best-sellers that have been translated into 
several languages. 
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Nathalie Cohen 
MODUS OPERANDI LA SECTE DU SERPENT 

(Modus Operandi, The Sect Of The Serpent) 
Denoël, April 2019, � 256 pages 

 

◊ The first volume of a series in which we follow an 
investigator as he explores Evil at work and 
tightens his net around the man that he believes 
to be the head of a vast criminal enterprise.  

◊ As the series progresses, our investigator’s 
suspicions become increasingly convincing.  

◊ Each volume revolves around a different modus 
operandi. 

Rome, 54 AD. An investigator by the name of Marcus 
Tiberius relentlessly pursues a serial killer who is 
suspected of committing terrible crimes and who seems 
to benefit from some kind of impunity. It’s almost as 
though he’s being protected by people in high places... 

Marcus Tiberius Alexander, a high-ranking Vigil in the night 
patrols called “The Watchmen of Rome” with a strict 
moral compass, relentlessly pursues Lucius Cornelius 
Lupus, the young and ambitious son of a senator who is 
actually a serial killer. The two men couldn’t be more 
different. For one, our investigator is of foreign ancestry 
while the senator’s son is protected by his birth. Marcus 
suspects Lucius of the worst of crimes: parricide, which is 
punishable by the terrible death penalty of poena cullei, or 
“penalty of the sack.” 

The investigation, which is set under Nero’s reign in the 
years 50 AD, takes us from the Field of Mars to the 
Palatine Hill and plunges us into the practices, habits, daily 
customs, and especially the strange rituals of a secret 
society responsible for a series of crimes all with the same 
modus operandi in the very heart of the rich and privileged 
families of the Roman Senate. 

With the help of the philosopher Seneca, who is said to be 
very close to the emperor, Marcus will try to prove the 
innocence of slaves who have been accused of killing their 
masters to save them from a mass crucifixion. But in doing 
so, he will uncover a terrifying truth. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Passionate about the Greco-Roman 
world, Nathalie Cohen is the author of an acclaimed work of 
non-fiction on the meeting of the Greeks, Jews, and Romans. She 
teaches classical studies �and Latin. 

 
 
 

 
 

Laurent Philipparie 
LECTIO LETALIS 

Belfond, January 2019, 368 pages 

 

◊ A cop for eighteen years, Laurent Philipparie has 
always preferred the field to office work and his 
knowledge of the trade is an inexhaustible source 
of inspiration. 

◊ From the first pages, the author plunges us into a 
multi-faceted affair. 

◊ Thanks to a skilful construction where action and 
reflection alternate, the reader is taken in this 
page turner. 

◊ The characters are complex, each fighting their 
demons making them all the more credible and 
endearing. 

It seems scarcely credible that a book and a bird could 
kill, but in the hands of police chief Laurent Philipparie 
the story becomes frighteningly plausible. 

Paris. A newly recruited assistant editor slits his wrists on 
reading the first manuscript which is entrusted to him. It is 
the third time in the space of a few weeks that the same 
suicide scenario has been played out at this publishing 
house. 

Bordeaux. Lieutenant Gabriel Barrias, a former informer 
turned cop, is investigating the unusual death of a 
psychiatrist killed by a bird of prey in the middle of a 
consultation at his surgery. 

The two affairs seem completely unconnected, and yet 
one name common to both crops up: Anna Jeanson, who 
ten years earlier was the only survivor of a mass suicide 
within a sect that had trained up animals to kill. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A graduate in criminal justice, Laurent 
Philipparie has been a police officer for eighteen years. A big fan 
of crime literature, he also works as a technical consultant to 
authors and gives talks in schools. He turned to writing novels 
himself in 2016. 
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Niko Tackian 
AVALANCHE HÔTEL 

(Avalanche Hotel) 
Calmann Lévy, January 2019, 270 pages 

 

◊ French sales: "Audiobook (Audiolib) Paperback (Le 
Livre de Poche) Book-Club (Le Grand Livre du 
Mois) 

◊ Option on TV series adaptation: Fontaram (6x52 
min’). 

◊ The detective story actually hides a novel about 
family secrets and a man’s quest for his true 
identity.  

◊ A spellbinding structure that alternates effectively 
between reality and the hero’s unstable mind and 
memory. 

A hypnotic new thriller, somewhere between Stephen 
King’s The Shining and Robert Ludlum’s Jason Bourne. 

January 1980. A man wakes up in a bedroom in the 
Avalanche Hotel, a luxurious resort located in the heights 
of Montreux, Switzerland. He cannot remember his name, 
nor how he got there. Gradually, his memories return: his 
name is Joshua Auberson, he is a security guard, and a 
young girl, Catherine Alexander, has mysteriously 
disappeared. But is any of it real? 

January 2018. Joshua Auberson wakes up in hospital. He 
was investigating an unknown person, discovered in the 
mountains, when he was caught up in an avalanche and 
remained in a coma for several days. Despite the confusion 
reigning in his mind, the puzzle starts to click back into 
place, piece by piece. He is a police lieutenant and no 
young girl has disappeared. The hotel scene was merely a 
construct of his mind in reaction to the trauma he had just 
experienced. 

Convinced that what he saw in his coma was more than a 
simple manifestation of his subconscious, Joshua decides to 
look into the now abandoned hotel from his dream. But 
how can you unravel the mysteries of a highly secretive 
building when your memory fails you, and you are no 
longer sure about your own past? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1973, Niko Tackian is a French 
screenwriter, director and novelist. His first novel, published in 
2015, received the libraries’ people’s choice Thriller Award at the 
Cognac Thriller Festival, bestowed by 80 readers. Toxic has been 
shortlisted for the Polar de Cognac literary award 2017. He lives 
in Paris. 

“Niko Tackian explores for us the complexity and windings of 
the human memory in this crazy-paced crime novel, very well-
documented and filled with many plot twists. You will shiver, and 
not just with cold...” Page des libraires 

Jérôme Camut & Nathalie Hug 
ET LE MAL VIENDRA 

(Evil Will Come) 
Univers Poche, March 2019, 560 pages 

 

◊ A unique thriller about the excesses of our society 
in the vein of Jean-Christophe Rufin: Le parfum 
d’Adam. 

◊ An ambitious novel about a current environmental 
issue. 

◊ Strong and complex characters. 

“We alerted you to the preciousness of the water, You 
did not want to see. So we thirsted you, and you killed 
each other. Will we have to pile six thousand corpses of 
children in front of your doors so that you finally react” 

Years ago, Charlie Stark, a young idealistic teenager, fell 
under the control of Morgan Scali, the greatest criminal of 
all time. Her father, Julian dedicated his life to hunt down 
this man who could kill thousands of people in the name 
of his ideal. The day he is told that Scali has finally been 
located; Julian believes that the adventure is coming to an 
end. But he is far from imagining what awaits him… 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS:	 Jérôme Camut and Nathalie Hug are 
the authors of 12 novels together that have sold nearly 500.000 
copies. 
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Matthieu Parcaroli 
LE CRI DES CORBEAUX 

(The Crows’ Call) 
JC Lattès, March 2019, 200 pages 

 

Fear can be hazardous to your health as our heroes are 
about to find out in the cruelest way possible. 

Julie and Theo win an online competition for an all-
inclusive weekend for two in a beautiful mountain villa near 
the crows’ lake. A young couple of modest means, they 
finally have the honeymoon they could never afford. But 
the dream stops short when another couple shows up 
claiming to have won the same competition.  

To make matters worse, the remote area where they are 
located is snowed-in and has no cell phone service so they 
can’t contact the game’s organizers. The romantic 
atmosphere soon turns nightmarish when they realize they 
are closed off from the outside world on an immense 
property and one of four disappears when the electricity 
goes out. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Matthieu Parcaroli is 38 and director of 
a priority-education school in Meurthe-et-Moselle. This is his first 
novel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophie Endelys 
LES GARDIENNES DU SILENCE  

(The Guardians of Silence) 
Presses de la Cité, 392 pages 

 

◊ A successful mix of a domestic thriller, feminist 
noir novel and historical investigation around a 
lsot manuscript. 

◊ A sensitive, charismatic and smart main female 
character. 

Chloé, an archivist and bibliographer, has developed a 
passionate interest in a curious ancient manuscript 
found in the family home.  

She has just killed her husband because he beat her 
constantly, so on his boat at sea, she shot him. She then 
flees away to the Scandinavian island of Heldenskøn where 
her father, a famous author full of secrets, had been born 
and raised. There, she discovers a far-flung monastery on 
the moors. She settles into a seemingly cosy pension run 
by Grégoire, an enigmatic professor.  

At first, she feels safe with this new life in a new town. But 
then, she becomes beset with doubts. Is she really safe? Is 
her husband really dead? Sleepless nights drive her to find 
out more about the old manuscript. According to this 
ancient book, there has been a secret society of mute 
women living underground for centuries, right here on the 
Island. These librarians would have been tasked with 
guarding all humanity’s knowledge and secrets for all 
eternity. Does such a society exist? What if the manuscript 
wanted Chloé to take it back to where it belongs? And… 
why is Grégoire so interested in the book? 

With a sense of being threatened and pursued in this 
atmosphere of mists and secrets, is Chloé willing to see her 
quest for truth through to its conclusion? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Paris and currently resident in 
Normandy, Sophie Endelys is a magistrate when she is not 
devoting her time to writing. LES GARDIENNES DU SILENCE is 
her third novel. 
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GRAPHIC	NOVELS	
 

Antoine Ozanam & Lélis 
POPEYE 

Michel Lafon, February 2019, 104 pages, 4-colours 

 

◊ A visually stunning and poetic graphic novel.  

The story of Popeye before he became Popeye, the 
superstar sailor. 

Meet Popeye, the one-eyed sailor, the good guy who loves 
spinach. One day, this funny broad called Olive walks into 
his bar. He is far too old for her, but never mind, he is in 
love with the kid and will follow her brother across the 
oceans to bring her back the treasure she deserves.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:S Antoine Ozanam has written the 
script to over 50 albums including LE ROI BANAL (Casterman), 
E DANS L’EAU (Glénat), and more recently the series KLAW 
(Éditions du Lombard). Brazilian illustrator Lél is  is a master of 
watercolors. He has contributed to over 100 childrens books and 
graphic novels, including LAST BULLETS (Casterman 2009) and 
GUEULE NOIRE (Casterman 2015). 

Églantine Chesneau 
12.301 JOURS AVEC MA MAMIE 

(12.301 Days With My Granny)  
Michel Lafon, March 2019, 176 pages, 4-colours 

 

◊ Rights sold: Spanish language (Grijalbo / PRH after 
a pre-empt), Korea (Bookon).  

In turn funny, tender, poignant and always utterly 
charming, Eglantine’s graphic diary of her days with 
Mamie is a love letter to all our grand-mothers. 

Eglantine and her gran are inseparable. They share 
everything: childhood memories, weekly lunches and the 
same mischievous sense of humour – with growing offbeat 
touches as Mamie starts losing her head… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:, doodler and illustrator Églantine 
Chesneau was born in 1982. She has contributed to numerous 
publications, both in print and digital, and published LE TOUR 
DU MONDE DES LOIS FARFELUES ET ABSURDES under the 
pen-name Tamagochan. 12 301 JOURS AVEC MA MAMIE is her 
first graphic novel.  

 
 

Véronique Grisseaux & Cécile Bidault, 
adapted from Agnès Martin-Lugand 

LES GENS HEUREUX LISENT ET BOIVENT 
DU CAFÉ 

(Happy People Read And Drink Coffee) 
Michel Lafon, January 2019, 128 pages, 4-colours

 

◊ Offer from Russia. 

Agnès Martin-Lugand’s international best-seller now also 
comes as a graphic novel 

They left, laughing and fooling around as they went 
downstairs. I found out they were still fooling around in the 
car when the truck crashed into them. I told myself they 
were still laughing when they died. I told myself that I 
should have been with them.  

Diane, owner of Happy People Read and Drink Coffee, a 
cosy coffee shop turned library in Paris, seems to have the 
perfect life. But when she suddenly loses her husband and 
daughter in a car accident, her life is overturned and the 
world as she knows it disappears. Trapped by her 
memories, Diane closes her shop and retreats from friends 
and family. 

One year later, she moves from Paris to a small town on 
the Irish coast, determined to heal by rebuilding her life 
alone, without anyone’s help or pity - until she meets 
Edward, a handsome and moody Irish photographer. Along 
windy shores and cobbled streets, Diane falls into a 
surprising and tumultuous romance. As she works to 
overcome her painful memories, Diane and Edward’s 
once-in-a-lifetime connection inspires her to love herself 
and the world around her with new-found inner strength 
and happiness. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Author of the original title Agnès 
Mart in-Lugand has published 6 novels, sold over 2 million 
copies in France alone and been translated in 33 languages.  
Scriptwriter Véronique Grisseaux has contributed 50 albums 
published by the likes of Casterman and Delcourt. She has also 
worked for screen including the celebrated French sitcom ‘Un 
gars, une fille’ (France 2).  Up-and-coming illustrator Céci le 
Bidault is a 3-times winner of the Angoulême High School 
Award and Artemisia Avenir 2018 Award winner for her album 
L’ÉCORCE DES CHOSES.  
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ITALIAN	WRITERS	
 

Carola Susana 
LA PRIMA VITA DI ITALO ORLANDO 

(The First Life of Italo Orlando) 
Minimum Fax, October 2018, 150 pages 

 
◊ This short engaging and thrilling novel could be 

read as a stand alone or as part of a trilogy in 
which Italo Orlando will appear again in other 
important historical periods (the second volume 
will be set in the 70’s).  

◊ Carola Susani has a strong visual way of narrating 
and a sublime style that produces a deep impact 
on the reader.  

◊ Reading this story is like leafing through an album 
of photographs, each scene is immediately visually 
perceived (actually some pictures are present in 
the novel).  

In the western part of Sicily, at the end of Fifties, Irene, 
a preadolescent girl, finds in her almond groves a young 
yellow-skinned man: he’s naked and seems he is 
sleeping. He has come out from nowhere. He doesn’t 
have past, nor memory.  

Irene’s family – her father, a photographer, and her old 
very rich grandmother – accepts him in their home in 
Settecannelle and gives him the name Italo, but he brings 
luck and disruption in return. He transforms everything he 
touches, he lights a fire in a blocked chimney, he brings 
electric light, running water, he finds disappeared water 
sources. He gradually extends his gifts to the nearby 
farmhouses. Children run after him, having being seduced 
by his playful energy, because he plays, he does nothing but 
play. But who really is Italo Orlando? People say that there 
is something of disturbing, dark, threatening in him. In the 
meanwhile, in that town, oil has been discovered, so the 
forgetful man joins the engineers and technicians that have 
come to find the black gold. Is there a relation between 
Italo’s appearance and the changes that are going to 
happen? Is he maybe a mercurial, fatal, god of changement 
that will erase the old world in the name of the ambiguous 
metamorphosis of present days? Surely his arrival and his 
terrible legacy will mark the passage of Irene to adult age. 
The first novel of a trilogy which will see the return of this 
fascinating character in three key moments of our national 
history. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Carola Susani writes for adults and 
children. She collaborated with Lo Straniero, Gli Asini and la 
Repubblica; she leads seminars on reading and writing. She 
published PECORE VIVE (2006, shortlisted for the Strega Prize) 
and ERAVAMO BAMBINI ABBASTANZA (2012, Lo Straniero 
Prize). 
 

 

 
 

Giovanni Arpino  
DOMINGO IL FAVOLOSO 

(The Fabulous Domingo) 
Minimum Fax, 180 pages  

  
◊ Part of a fantastic trilogy published for the first 

time in the 60’s.  

◊ Gifted with a unique voice, Giovanni Arpino is 
among the very few authors that won both the 
Strega and the Campiello Prize.  

A story of witchcraft and guardian angels, that 
celebrates the survival of the enchantment in a 
disenchanted world.  

Everything is irregular in Domingo. His face, “structured on 
triangles, protrusions, sloping shadows”; his crooked way of 
walking, like a fox; his forty years, long and tight like his 
profile. He is an important figure of protest and 
disobedience. He is the last human being to refuse to 
adapt himself to the world. He lives on inventions, cabals 
and perfect trickiness. He is the king of pìcaros, manwhores 
and liars, a lonely and original thief, a con artist.  He has an 
eternal and angelic girlfriend who has a truck and works 
behind the candy counter, near the darts stall and the 
roller-coaster. Domingo is different respect other people: 
he feels the glassy air through which he moves; his 
sufferance is the face of the world that falls apart. Until, 
one day, a spine rips “the musty shell of his heart” and 
makes him play with his destiny using a roll of the dice: he 
kidnaps a young gipsy girl, who was born with her heart 
displaced. Her skin is lightly blue, like the color of a candle 
burning out. Her lips are like blackberries and her smile like 
the wing of a swallow. The hours that Domingo passed 
with her give him back the abyss of life and the adventure 
that he never gave up, moving among knives, premonitions 
and pursuits, in an overnight luciferin Turin, which recalls 
the surreal Paris of Boris Vian or the Moscow of Bulgakov. 

With a language that is irregular and fanciful as much as his 
character, Giovanni Arpino pays his best tribute to the 
fantasy genre and creates a mysterious tale like a map of 
the signs carved on a hand.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Giovanni Arpino (1927-1987) �was born 
in Pola and died 60 years later in Turin. Sei stato felice, Giovanni 
was published in 1952. Gifted with a unique voice, he wrote 
more than thirty books and worked as a sport journalist for many 
years. Rights for his books have been sold to many countries, like 
France (Belfond) and USA (Penguin Classics). 

 “Giovanni Arpino, an anarchical writer and a never obvious 
sportscaster, puts his novel in a neorealist key.” Il Foglio 
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FRENCH	CANADIAN	WRITERS	
 

Nadine Bismuth  
UN LIEN FAMILIAL 

(A Family Bond) 
Boréal, October 2018, 328 pages 

 

◊ 10,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: WEL (House of Anansi), Germany 
(BTB Verlag/Random House).  

◊ Author previously translated into Russian and 
Czech. All rights reverted. 

◊ This up-market novel is intelligent, funny and 
crunchy.  

◊ A real page turner about family, love and domestic 
life in North America with a Montreal touch.  

How does love work in a world like this, where human 
beings are left to their own devices and submitted to the 
diktats of commerce, fashion and a morality based 
solely on appearances? What connects two people to 
each other? Why does love take such a tragic, risible 
turn nowadays? 

Magalie is a kitchen designer. Guillaume is a policeman. 
They are both forty. She lives with a boyfriend who cheats 
on her, and whom she cheats on in return. He is separated 
from the mother of his daughter. They meet by chance, 
through an unlikely family connection, then lose touch a 
few months later. 

This moving, engrossing love story is also a novel of 
manners: a precise and comic portrait, steeped in irony and 
pathos, of a time – our own – when decorating a kitchen 
can be a matter of utmost importance. With her corrosive 
gaze, sharp wit and elegant, crystal-clear prose, familiar to 
the many readers of her previous work, Nadine Bismuth’s 
new novel is a mirror held up to ourselves and what has 
become of our lives in a world of which we are the 
makers, witnesses and crazed, pathetic protagonists. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Nadine Bismuth has published two 
collections of short stories, LES GENS FIDÈLES NE FONT PAS 
LES NOUVELLES (1999) and et ÊTES-VOUS MARIÉE À UN 
PSYCHOPATHE ? (2009), as well as two novels, SCRAPBOOK 
(2004) and UN LIEN FAMILIAL (2018), all published by Éditions 
du Boréal. Her work is translated into several languages. She lives 
in Montreal. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Marie-Claire Blais 
SOIFS #1 

(These Festive Nights) 
Boréal, 1996-2018, 328 pages 

 

◊ Prix du Gouverneur général 1996. 

◊ In this swirling, baroque fresco, Marie-Claire Blais 
captures the essence of our apocalyptic age, 
rendering it in powerfully evocative prose. 

◊ Critics around the world called this book a tour 
de force, comparing Blais with Virginia Woolf, 
Dante, Sophocles, and Shakespeare. 

◊ These Festive Nights, Thunder and Light, 
Augustino and the Choir of Destruction, and 
Rebecca, Born in the Maelstrom are acclaimed as 
one of the greatest undertakings in modern 
Quebec fiction. 

The first volume in Marie-Claire Blais’ prize-winning 
series. 

A sun-drenched paradise in the Gulf of Mexico surrounded 
by the glimmering blue sea; Renata is convalescing on this 
island poised between two worlds: between great wealth 
and extreme poverty, between the past and an uncertain 
future, between the beauty of the world and the horrors 
of history. 

During her time here, Renata becomes tormented by thirst 
-- for justice, for pleasure, for intoxication -- while all 
around her, festivities are going on in join celebration of 
the birth of baby Vincent and the end of the twentieth 
century. Over the course of three days and three nights a 
flock of characters assembles: wealthy, poor, writers, artists 
facing their own mortality, children immersed in innocent 
games, young men dying of AIDS, refugees, the Ku Klux 
Klan -- an entire spectrum of humanity is depicted in the 
grip of doubt and suffering. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marie-Claire Blais is the internationally 
revered author of more than twenty-five books, many of which 
have been published around the world. In addition to the 
Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction, which she has 
won four times, Blais has been awarded the Gilles-Corbeil Prize, 
the Médicis Prize, the Molson Prize, and Guggenheim Fellowships. 
She divides her time between Quebec and Florida. 
 

« Ce Soifs éblouissant et apocalyptique m’apparait comme 
« le » grand roman de la littérature québécoise. » Lettres 
québécoises 
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BESTSELLERS	&	BACKLIST	
 

Maryse Condé 
SÉGOU 1 & 2 

(Segu 1 & 2) 
Robert Laffont, 1995, 432 pages 

 

◊ AWARDED THE ALTERNATIVE NOBEL 
LITERATURE PRIZE 2018.  

◊ Rights sold in: UK (Penguin), Italy (Lavoro), 
Sweden (Leopard Forlag ), Poland (PIW), 
Netherlands (In de Knipscheer), Germany 
(Unionsverlag). 

The great African saga had never before been told in 
literature. For it to be true in its sensitivity and spirit as 
well as its facts its author had to be of African origin 
and known Black Africa inside and out. Such is the case 
of Maryse Condé, A native of Guadeloupe who lived in 
western Africa for a significant amount of time.  

Segu, at the end of the 18th century, was a flourishing 
kingdom between Bamako and Timbuktu in present-day 
Mali that drew its power from war. The people of Segu are 
animists, but a conquering religion is spreading across the 
countries of the Niger River: Islam which is seducing many 
and leaving them to convert. From this historic shock 
comes the misfortunes of Segu and the heartbreak for the 
family of Dousika Traoré, a Bambara noble Close to the 
King. His four sons will have different and often terrible 
fates, in this time of the holy war on one side and the slave 
trade on the other. While the actors and victims of 
history are men, on a deeper level are the women, the 
free and slaves, always proud and passionate, who know 
the road of life better than their spouses or masters. Segu 
is a novel so rich and so diverse that it cannot be 
summarized. It is as expansive as the lands of the Sahel that 
expands as far as the eye can see under a huge blue sky. A 
great wind comes and moves over the land, just as in does 
through the pages of Segu, stirring up the very soul of 
Africa. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Maryse Condé was born in 
Guadeloupe. She studied in Paris before living in Africa, from 
where she drew inspiration for her bestseller Segu (Robert 
Laffont, 1985). She has published over 30 novels including I, 
Tituba: Black Witch of Salem (Grand Prize for Women's 
Literature 1986), Tree of Life (French Academy Prize 1988), and 
Tales from the Heart: true stories from my childhood (Marguerite 
Yourcenar Prize 1999). She taught literature at Columbia 
University New York and long split her time between her island 
birthplace and New York. She now lives in Gordes in south 
eastern France. In 1993, Condé was the first woman to be 
chosen as a fellow for the Puterbaugh conference on World 
Literature at the University of Oklahoma in the United States. In 
2018 she was awarded the new academy prize in literature (the 
alternative Nobel prize only for that year). 

 
 

Inès Bayard 
LE MALHEUR DU BAS 

(Tragedy Down Here) � 
Albin Michel, September 2018, 272 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold: Germany (Zsolnay, pre-empt), 
Denmark (Lindhardt & Ringhof), US, (The Other 
Press) UK (Fourth Estate/Harper Collins), Greece 
(Utopia) & Korea (Minumsa Publishing), Sweden 
(Polaris) 

◊ Offers from: China 

◊ Over 23,000 copies sold! 

◊ Was long-listed for: Prix Goncourt, Prix Stanislas, 
Prix du roman Fnac, Prix de Flore 2018. 

◊ A striking and powerful novel about rape and 
motherhood. Subtle and well-written, the 
narration is reminiscent of Leila Slimani’s Chanson 
Douce (2017 Goncourt Prize).  

◊ 30 year old Marie has a happy marriage and a job 
she enjoys, until the director of bank where she 
works rapes her. She soon finds out she’s 
pregnant. Motherhood, which is torturous to her, 
leads to a breakdown during which she commits 
the irreparable. " 

The tragic and powerful story of a woman who had 
everything to be happy, and whose destiny takes a 
dramatic turn. How to recover from a rape? Can one 
become a monster in turn? 

Thirty-year-old Marie, enjoys a simple, happy life with her 
husband, who she adores. Until the day that the director of 
the bank where she works rapes her. She decides not to 
say anything, but from then on, everyday life, which had 
been so enjoyable, suddenly becomes unbearable. She can 
no longer stand to be around her friends or relatives, or 
even her husband, who she had been trying to have a child 
with. Marie – once cheerful, happy and sociable – has been 
transformed into someone filled with anger and loathing. 
But the worst is yet to come: when Marie realizes she’s 
pregnant, she doesn’t know who the father is. Motherhood 
is a constant torture, a reminder of what she has suffered. 
In the end, she commits the irreparable: Marie murders her 
husband and child, and then kills herself.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  �Inès Bayard is 26. LE MALHEUR DU 
BAS is her first novel.  

 “Ines Bayard expertly probes the aches of a woman’s body and 
soul without falling into cliché.” L'Express 

“This subtle psychological drama won’t leave you indifferent.” La 
libre Belgique 
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Négar Djavadi 
DÉSORIENTALE 

(Disoriental) 
Liana Levi, August 2016, 352 pages 

 
◊ Full English & German translations available! 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), US/UK (Europa), Spain 
(Malpaso), Germany (C. H. Beck), US/UK 
(Europa), Romania (Polirom), Slovenia (Založba 
/*cf.), Croatia (Meandar Media), Latvia (Janis 
Roze), Israel (Hargol). 

◊ 100.000 copies sold. 

◊ Shortlisted for the Pen America Literary Awards 
& National Book Award. 

◊ The history of former Persia through the prism of 
several generations of a family, introducing us to a 
culture that is different from our own. 

◊ Fascinating events and figures from recent Iranian 
history that are little known in the Western 
world. 

◊ The book’s atmosphere allows readers to see the 
world through the narrator’s eyes: from idyllic, 
pre-revolutionary Iran, to life as a refugee – in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

In a similar vein to Satrapi’s PERSEPOLIS and 
Despentes’ VERNON SUBUTEX, a portrait of Iran’s 
complicated, often wrenching history through the fate of 
a young woman who was forced to leave her country. 

Present-day Paris: Sitting in the waiting room at Cochin 
Hospital, Kimiâ, who is about to undergo artificial 
insemination, is thinking about her family history, from her 
paternal grandmother’s birth in a harem to her own escape 
from war-torn Iran with her mother and sisters. In this way, 
she paints the portrait of a fascinating man, a politically 
committed journalist, and a fair-minded but taciturn person 
– her father – while telling the story of her native land 
through a description of the time when life was sweet 
there. Kimiâ also considers her own past, including her 
journey of self-discovery, and the reasons why she has 
decided to have a child with her girlfriend. Négar Djavadi 
offers readers a book brimming with social, political and 
identity issues, which reverberate brilliantly through the 
narrator’s memories, which she sifts through carefully, 
providing subtle touches that bring the characters and their 
world to life. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Négar Djavadi is a screenplay writer 
and a film and stage director. DESORIENTALE is her first novel. 
 

“A devilishly romanesque story, full of deliciously oriental 
digressions.” Télérama 

 

Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam 
ARCADIE 
(Arcadia) 

P.O.L., August 2018, 448 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Greece (Polis), Germany (Secession 
Verlag), Argentina (El Cuenco de Plata), Spain 
(Armaenia), USA (Seven Stories Press, world 
English). 

◊ 18.000 copies sold. 

◊ Was long-listed for the Prix Wepler, Prix de Flore, 
Prix Médicis, Prix Fémina 2018. 

◊  ‘Don’t love only people who deserve it: your life 
will be an endless prize-giving, and every bit as 
dull.’ 

A novel of innocence in the contemporary world – a 
gentle, cruel, comical, coruscating bildungsroman that 
investigates and punctures our fears and our illusions 
about love, gender and sex. 

Farah thinks she’s a girl, but she lacks some of the usual 
attributes. Almost imperceptibly, her body is 
‘masculinising’… And so begins her grand, disturbing, 
amusing investigation: what does it mean to be a woman? 
Or a man? As Farah soon discovers, no one really knows. 
Farah and her parents take refuge in a colourful, libertarian 
community of folk at odds with the world of new 
technologies and social media. An alternative paradise. 
Farah grows up playing in the expanse of forest and fields 
shared by members of the community, principled devotees 
of anti-growth, anti-speciesism, naturism and free love for 
all, the ugly, disfigured, old and sick included. Farah learns 
about love with Arcady, the commune’s charismatic 
spiritual leader. She learns the ambivalent nature of identity 
and sexuality, too, and – in an encounter with a migrant – 
about cowardice and betrayal. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam has 
published 9 novels with P.O.L and was awarded the Prix Vialatte 
and the Prix Ouest France Etonnants Voyageurs in 2013 for IF 
EVERYTHING HASN’T PERISHED WITH MY INNOCENCE. 
She’s also known under the pseudonym Rebecca Lighieri for her 
more thriller-like novels HUSBANDS and THE BOYS OF 
SUMMER. 
 

“An incredibly thrilling and caustic novel of our times.” Grazia 

 “Subversive, funny, political and erudite, E.B-T confirms with 
Arcadie that she is one of the most surprising French novelists.” 
Les Inrockuptibles 
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Nathalie Léger 
LA ROBE BLANCHE 

(The White Dress) 
P.O.L., August 2018, 144 pages 

	
◊ Rights sold in: UK (Les Fugitives), Slovenia 

(Modrijan). 

◊ Awarded the Prix Wepler 2018. 

◊ 9.000 copies sold. 

◊ Selection France Inter - le JDD. 

◊ ‘I’m not interested in what she was trying to do, 
nor in the scope or sincerity of her project, nor 
even whether she was stupid to try. It’s that her 
journey was an attempt to repair something 
immense, and that she did not succeed.’ 

A few years ago, Nathalie Léger heard a story that both 
intrigued and horrified her: an Italian feminist artist, 
Pippa Bacca, was found strangled two weeks after 
disappearing while taking part in ‘Brides on Tour’, a 
world-wide performance for peace in countries 
experiencing conflict and war.  

Bacca was hitch-hiking with her sister from Milan to 
Jerusalem, both dressed in white wedding gowns to 
symbolise ‘marriage between different peoples and 
nations’. A SIM card inserted into Bacca’s mobile phone led 
to a man, Murat Karataş, who picked up Bacca in his 
vehicle south of Istanbul, then raped and murdered her. 
Profoundly moved by Bacca’s story, Léger finds that the 
artist’s fate spotlights another – her own. She understands 
that her mother is asking her to do the very same thing: to 
repair her damaged existence by telling the story of her 
marriage, the ordinary, everyday account of what 
happened, its failure and abandonment, the tears, and the 
injustice of her divorce. But if a wedding dress cannot 
redeem the suffering of mankind, how can words do 
justice to a mother’s tears? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1960, Nathalie Léger is the 
deputy director of IMEC (Institute for the Memory of 
Contemporary Publishing). She curated several exhibitions 
including the Roland Barthes exhibition, at the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in 2002 and in 2007, and the Samuel Beckett 
exhibition in the same place. She established, annotated and 
presented the edition of the two last classes by Roland Barthes at 
the Collège de France. She is the author of the essay LES VIES 
SILENCIEUSES DE SAMUEL BECKETT (Allia, 2006). She also 
published L’EXPOSITION (2008) Prix Lavinal 2009, and SUITE 
FOR BARBARA LODEN (2012), Prix du Livre Inter 2012 and 
one of the Guardian’s Best Books Of The Year 2015. 

 
“Nathalie Léger [….] explores the desire to understand and the 
impossibility of achievement.” Livres Hebdo 

  

Serge Joncour 
CHIEN-LOUP 

(Dog-Wolf) 
Flammarion, August 2018, 496 pages 

	
◊ 68,000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany. 

◊ Longlisted for the prix des Romancières 2019. 

◊ A powerful novel which follows the major success 
of Repose-toi sur moi (Prix Interallié 2016, 70,000 
copies sold). 

Serge Joncour recounts the story, one century later, of a 
village in the Lot, and what he finds there is an entire 
past inhabited by beasts and devastated by war – a 
discovery that he uses to shine a brighter light on our 
contemporary world.  

The idea of spending the entire summer cut off from the 
world made Franck anxious, but it delighted Lise, so Franck 
had agreed, a little reluctantly and very much out of love, 
to rent this house in the Lot (in the southwest of France), 
not marked on any map, and completely off-the-grid. The 
ad spoke of a holiday cottage lost in the hills, quiet and 
peaceful. But there was no mention of its past, of the fact 
that no-one had lived there since a German lion-tamer – 
and his lions – during WW1. No mention either of the 
collarless dog – a dog or was it a wolf? – which had 
imposed himself on the couple from the very first evening 
and seemed to be looking for a master. When he arrived 
that summer, Franck still believed that nature, tamed like a 
pet, no longer held anything of the wild; he thought that 
the wars of the past, in which men would kill one another, 
had given way to other wars. That was when he arrived.  
Using the image of a modern couple pitted against the 
wilderness and faced with violence, he shows us that 
wantonness is a wolfdog, always ready to crop up in the 
midst of our civilised lives.  
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Serge Joncour is the author of eleven 
books, including UV (published with Le Dilettante, Prix France 
Télévisions 2003) and, with Flammarion, COMBIEN DE FOIS JE 
T’AIME (2008), L’AMOUR SANS LE FAIRE (2012), L’ÉCRIVAIN 
NATIONAL (2014) and REPOSE-TOI SUR MOI (Prix Interallié 
2016). 
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Yasmina Khadra 
KHALIL 
(Khalil) 

Robert Laffont, August 2018, 264 pages 

 

◊ 90,000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in:  Italy (Sellerio Editore), Spain 
(Alianza Editorial), China (Haitian), Greece 
(Patakis). 

In the same vein as The Attack comes this dizzying dive 
into the mind of a suicide bomber. A thriller that plumbs 
the deepest motivations of the young recruits to Islamist 
terrorism. 

Khalil and Rayan are both from Morocco and grew up 
together in Brussels. While Rayan has skillfully learned how 
to blend in, Khalil, always angry, has fallen out with most of 
the members of his family. But for some time, attending a 
Salafi mosque seems to have given his life meaning. On 
Friday, November 13, 2015, Khalil will commit the 
unthinkable. Seated in a crowded car of the Paris RER train 
leaving the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, he recites one 
last prayer and presses on the detonator of his belt of 
explosives. Nothing happens. Distraught, he must flee from 
the police. From one hideout to another, Khalil asks himself 
whether he was a victim of a conspiracy or a simple 
technical glitch. Soon another attack takes place in Brussels, 
killing the only person who mattered to him. 
Overwhelmed with grief, he starts to question his 
murderous ideology... Written like a thriller, this gripping 
novel takes us right to the heart of the thoughts of a 
terrorist, from the hateful indoctrination to the life-saving 
realization. Without passing moral judgment, Yasmina 
Khadra asks some basic questions: Who is Khalil? What 
motivates his actions? And what attitude can and should 
the civilized world adopt in the face of inhumanity? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Yasmina Khadra is one of the most 
celebrated and loved Francophone authors in the world. His epic 
storytelling brought to the Wetern World the beauty and the 
struggle of his homeland, Algeria. Khadra is the author of trilogy 
Les Hirondelles de Kaboul, L’Attentat and Les Sirènes. he 
Swallows of Kabul, a novel that also focuses on the ravages of 
Islamism, has been adapted into an animated film and will be 
released in 2018. Yasmina Khadra’s novels have been translated in 
over 42 countries around the world. 

« Avec une étonnante justesse, Yasmina Khadra imagine le 
parcours de l’un des terroristes de novembre 2015, à Paris. »  La 
Croix 

« Au-delà d’une analyse déconcertante – dérangeante parfois - 
du phénomène terroriste, Khadra réitère haut et fort sa confiance 
en l’être humain et dans la potentialité d’un Islam d’amour et de 
paix. Khalil est un redoutable message d’espoir sur l’aptitude de 
tout un chacun de ne pas se laisser entraîner dans la spirale du 
mal.  » Actualitté 

Kéthévane Davrichewy 
LA MER NOIRE 

(The Black Sea) 
Sabine Wespieser, January 2010, 224 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Fisher), Italy (Rizzoli). 

◊ 13,000 copies sold. 

◊ Prix du roman 2010 Version Femina – Virgin 
Megastore ; Prix Landerneau 2010 ; Prix le Prince 
Maurice du roman d’amour 2011.  

◊ Movie rights sold.  

On her ninetieth birthday, Tamouna’s first thought is for 
Tamaz, the love of her youth, whom she met in Batumi 
in the summer of 1921 when she was fifteen, and for 
whom she has never stopped longing. Would Tamaz be 
the forty-first guest at the upcoming family celebration? 

Half-asleep, Tamouna remembers their timid, heady 
romance, interrupted by a hurried departure for France 
that autumn when the new government was forced into 
exile. She will never return to Georgia. She reflects on her 
life and her extended family forming a joyous community 
around her. The old country, the painful past, memories 
woven of the grief and heartbreaks of history are evoked 
with great grace and a remarkable economy of means. The 
writing is characterized by a complete lack of pathos as it 
tells the story of this incredibly exuberant people. The long 
birthday celebration is a metaphor for Tamouna’s life. 
Surrounded by her family, she opens the floodgates of 
memory, and gradually, thanks to a skillfully woven 
narrative, the image of the matriarch she has become is 
superimposed upon that of the young exiled girl. When 
Tamaz finally appears, it is too late to renew the old 
intimacy – was it foolish to imagine it could ever be 
otherwise? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Kéthévane Davrichewy was born in 
Paris in 1965 into a Georgian family. Her childhood was marked 
by the memories and experiences of her grandparents’ exile. 
After studying modern literature, film, and theater, she worked 
for various magazines and began to collect Georgian stories for 
“L’École des Loisirs”, which has since published a number of her 
works for young audiences. She also writes film scripts. 

« Par son écriture, saccadée dans le présent, fluide dans le 
passé, puis l’inverse, Kéthévane Davrichewy atteint le bon 
vibrato. » Télérama  

« Kéthévane Davrichewy ressuscite les odeurs, les bruits, les 
premiers émois avec délicatesse. » ELLE 

« D’une écriture subtile, rythmée comme un compte à 
rebours, Kéthévane Davrichewy trace dans son deuxième 
roman un sublime portrait de femme. » Le Figaro  
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Adeline Dieudonné 
LA VRAIE VIE 

(Real Life) 
L’Iconoclaste, August 2018, 200 pages 

 

◊ Rights available in: Ukraine 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights sold: Italy (Solferino), WE (World Editions), 
Greece (Pedio), Germany (DTV), Netherlands 
(Atlas Contact), Spain (Salamandra), Israel 
(Modan), Croatia (Znanje), Finland (WSOY), 
Arabic (Centre Culturel Arabe), Poland (Znak 
Literanova), Hebrew (Modan), Japan (Tokyo 
Sogen), Korean (Book 21), Serbia (Laguna), 
Portugal (Gradiva), Croatia (Znanje), Czech 
Republic (Leda), Russia (Eksmo). 

◊ Offer from Slovenia. 

◊ 180.000 copies sold. 

◊ Ranks 16th among the best-selling novels sold in 
2018. 

◊ Option for a film adaptation signed: the producers 
are Amok films & Sailor films. The director will be 
Marie Monge (who did Joueurs, that was selected 
for the ‘Quinzaine des réalisateurs’ in Cannes). 

◊ Awarded several prestigious prizes: Prix du roman 
FNAC, Prix Renaudot des Lycéens, Prix Rossel, 
Prix Filigranes, Prix « Goncourt - Le choix de la 
Belgique », Prix « Goncourt - le choix de l’Italie », 
Prix des étoiles du Parisien, Prix Première Plume. 

◊ A funny, acerbic and uncompromising pen that 
creates flashes of brilliance.  

A dramatic coming-of-age novel in which reality and 
illusion oscillate, as strong as Amélie Nothomb,’s debut 
novel Hygiène de l’assassin. 

The Demo is an estate like all the others – or almost. The 
bungalows are lined up like tombstones. At home there 
are four rooms: one for her, one for her brother, one for 
the parents – and one for the corpses. Her father is a big 
game hunter. A powerful predator. The mother is fragile, a 
trembling amoeba, submissive to her husband’s moods. 
The young narrator tries to overcome the daily grind with 
her brother, Gilles, and they play in the shells of cars 
dumped for scrap, and listen out for the chimes of the ice 
cream van. When a brutal accident shatters the present, 
nothing is ever the same again. Gilles stops laughing from 
that day on. The vision of what happened seems to have 
been frozen in his mind’s eye. The evil that stalks the 
streets and through their home is reflected in the glass 
eyes of the stuffed hyena and the father’s actions – and it 
gradually takes over. The young narrator longs to wipe out 
everything, go back to life as it once was, and to find Gilles 
who animated their world. This new life is but a pale 

imitation of the one they had known, the real one – all in 
colour. Finally, just like a modern day warrior, she rolls up 
her sleeves and throws herself into into the maw of 
existence. She creates diversions, ducks and dives, and 
grows into a young woman, all the while holding on to the 
hope that all will be well one day. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Adeline Dieudonné was born in 1982. 
Her first novella, AMARULA, was awarded the Grand Prix of the 
Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles. Real Life is her debut novel. 
 

« Un roman terrible. Violent et sauvage. Qui respire  le danger, 
l’effroi, le sang, l’abjection. Un roman noir, très noir, éclairé d’une 
écriture étincelante. Ça sent aussi le neuf, l’inédit, l’étoffe rare. . » 
Bernard Pivot 

« À la fois candide et horrifique, gore et attendrissant, naturaliste 
et surréaliste. . » L’Obs – Jérôme Garcin 

« L’écriture de ce récit compact est vive, enlevée. Une musique 
étourdissante s’en dégage. Un ton nouveau. Cette chronique de 
la survie dans une société dominée par la violence, je l’ai reçue 
comme un coup de poing. » Pierre Assouline 

« Le verbe haut et la verve au bout de la plume; telle une 
fleurettiste chevronnée, la primo-romancière force le respect. (…) 
Des débuts aussi fracassants que ceux de son « aînée » Amélie 
Nothomb, en 1992, avec Hygiène de l’assassin. Il y a pire 
ascendance. » L’Express 
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Diane Meur " 
LA CARTE DES MENDELSSOHN  

(The Mendelssohn’s Map) 
Sabine Wespieser, August 2015, 496 pages 

 

◊ 15,000 copies sold. 

◊ Was longlisted for: Prix Femina & Prix littéraire 
Le Monde. 

◊ Tour de force of a writer who never loses her way 
this books ends up damaging all ideas of roots, and 
gives an image of the world as a rich interbreeding 
where we are all somehow cousins. 

◊ Diane Meur enchants us with her free variations 
on the most tragic or eccentric figures, while 
revealing her sources, chronology, and mixing her 
personal life to the material of her book.  

◊ Combining erudition, wittiness and subversion, 
Meur provides further evidence of the magnitude 
of her talent. 

Diane Meur knew the romantic German compositor 
Felix Mendelssohn and was familiar to his grand-father’s 
work, Moses, the philosopher. She started wondering 
about the man in between, father of the first one and 
son to the second. Was he also exceptional? 

Back from a significant stay in Berlin, Diane Meur, faithful 
towards her taste for filiations, decides to lead the 
investigation on Abraham Mendelssohn, a banker forgotten 
by History who served as a bridge between the German 
Voltaire and a romantic composer who was more 
precocious than Mozart. But how not get back to the 
origins, to Moses, the small disabled person of the ghetto 
who at age eleven mastered the Torah and the Talmud, at 
age fourteen travelled alone to join a beloved professor in 
Berlin? How could one, in the 2010s, not be fascinated by 
this apostle of tolerance, big defender of freedom of 
religion and opinion? And, additionally, father of ten 
children of which the banker Abraham was only the 
eighth... 

Caught by her subject, the family tree turns into a map, The 
Mendelssohn’s map, which invades at first the table of her 
living room, then the project itself. The novel becomes 
from then the one of her investigation, a sort of Life 
instructions where the sprawling family appears as a 
summary of human history. The novelist enchants us with 
her free variations on the most tragic or eccentric figures, 
while revealing us her sources, her chronology, and by 
mixing her own life to the subject of her book. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Diane Meur was born in Brussels in 
1970. She is a translator and novelist. With this fifth novel, 
combining erudition, fantasy and subversion, she proves again the 
wide range of her talent. A digital version of the book is available 
with in addition the picture of the Mendelssohn’s map. 

Paolo Cognetti 
SOFIA SI VESTE SEMPRE DI NERO 

(Sofia Always Wears Black) 
Minimum Fax, October 2012, 200 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold: France (Liana Levi), Netherlands 

(Uitgeverij De Bezige), Denmark (Forlaget 
Palomar), Slovakia (Inaque), Germany (DVA), 
Croatia (Fraktura). 

◊ Compellingly readable and emotionally charged, 
this brilliant novel was shortlisted for the most 
important Italian literary prize, the Strega Prize  

◊ Paolo Cognetti is consacrated as one of the best 
voices in contemporary Italian literature. 

◊ Thanks to the recent success of Le otto montagne, 
the interest and the attention of Italian and 
foreign readers and publishers on Paolo’s works 
has reached very high levels. 

An intriguing and moving story about the growing of a 
complex, restless woman. 

From her childhood in a seemingly peaceful middle-class 
family during the’80s to her troubled adolescence in the 
‘90s, to her liberating discovery of sex and her passion for 
theatre, to the moment when, in New York at the 
beginning of a new century, she must take stock of her life 
so far. The complicated relation with her parents, her 
funny and intense cohabitation with her roommates when 
she finally decides to leave her parents and go to Rome to 
study and become an actress, her love story and her final 
wish fulfillment about being an actress. Her life is narrated 
form different points of view, that are voices of the other 
characters that move around this charming woman, Sofia, 
with an unexpected and surprising ending.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Paolo Cognetti (Milan, 1978) is the 
author of acclaimed short-story collections and novels. His love 
for cinema and for New York led him to realize the TV series 
“Writing / New York” (eight documentaries on eight great 
authors, two guides on New York and the anthology of short 
stories New York Stories. In 2014 minimum fax published his 
literary and sentimental education, his meditations on the art of 
short-story writing, with Fishing in the Deepest Pools. Rights for 
his last novel, Le otto montagne (Einaudi, 2016), winner of 2017 
Strega Prize, have been sold to 39 countries.  
 

“A beautiful novel. A restless and unforgettable female 
character.” La Repubblica 

 “Sofia is a little nasty Bovary, black like her dresses, a young 
Karenina who betrays only herself.” Il Giornale 
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Nicolas Vanier 
L’ÉCOLE BUISSONNIÈRE 

(Over The Walls) 
XO, May 2017, 418 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: China, Poland (Rebis). 

◊ 70,000 copies sold. 

◊ Movie rights sold: China, Germany, Greece, Gulf 
Countries, Israel, Portugal, Japan, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, Ex-Yougoslavia. 

◊ A unique view on relationships between human & 
nature. 

◊ Vanier invites us in the mysterious Sologne region 
that he has cherished since his childhood. 

◊ An ode to nature, reminiscent of Maurice 
Genevoix, but also a reflection on identity, roots, 
friendship.  

◊ A text both strong and tender, far from the 
agitation of the world. 

A story of friendship and identity, by the author and 
director of Belle and Sebastien. Let yourself be 
enchanted by this genuine ode to nature & coming-of-
age novel 

Paris, 1930. Paul had only known one and the same 
horizon: the high walls of the orphanage, an austere 
building in the working class suburbs. But then one day he 
is taken in by a joyful country lady, Célestine, and her 
husband Borel, the rather strict gamekeeper of a vast 
domain in Sologne. The city kid, rebellious and stubborn, 
arrives in this mysterious world, that of a sovereign and 
wild region. The immense forest, the ponds, the crops, 
everything here belongs to Count de la Fresnaye, a taciturn 
widower who lives alone in his mansion. The Count 
tolerates poachers on the domain but Borel relentlessly 
tracks the cleverest one of them, who goes by the name of 
Totoche, without ever catching him red-handed. Paul will 
learn about life, nature and its secrets. But Paul hasn’t 
come into this unknown universe by chance… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1962, Nicolas Vanier lives in 
Sologne when he is not travelling in the Nordic countries. He is 
the author of various travel books, amongst which The Child of the 
Snows (1995), which has now been adapted for the big screen, 
and The White Odyssey (1999), a huge bestseller. The Song of the 
Big North, his third novel, is published in two volumes. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cai Jun 
LA RIVIÈRE DE LA VIE ET DE LA MORT 

(The River of Oblivion) 
XO, June 2018, 350 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold: English, Korean, Thai, Vietnamese, 
Czech (Omega), Slovakia (Albatros Media), Serbia 
(Vulkan). 

◊ 13 million copies sold in China. 

◊ A puzzle of daunting complexity, as powerful as 
original. 

◊ A novel that plunges the reader into 
contemporary China, where success has become a 
core value and corruption infiltrate all social 
relations. 

◊ A sort of magical realism that is reminiscent of 
South American literature. 

The bestselling novel of the Chinese Stephen King. 

Shanghai, June 1995. On a rainy night, Shen Ming, a high 
school teacher admired and appreciated by his students, is 
stabbed to death. A short time before, two others, 
including a student, had been killed on the high school 
campus. In charge of the investigation, Inspector Huang Hai 
is unable to find a link between all these crimes. Each new 
answer leads to a new question. As if clarity was in itself an 
illusion... 

Nine years later, in October 2004, a gifted young boy, Si 
Wang, is adopted by Shen Ming’s ex-fiancée, a very rich 
woman whose social status allows her a lot of power. At 
this same moment, new murders take place in the city. 
And what if the child held the secret to these serial 
murders? And what if he was the reincarnation of the 
professor who had come back for revenge? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Born in Shanghai in 1978, Cai Jun 
began writing at the age of 22. His novels immediately meet with 
success. Today, known for his inexhaustible imagination and 
incredible sense of suspense, he is one of the best-selling authors 
in China. Nicknamed “the Chinese Stephen King”, he has 
published some thirty new thrillers and anthologies, and sold 
more than 13 million books. Largely adapted to film and 
television, its international influence continues to grow. 
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