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BEST-SELLERS	

Alain Badiou 
NOTRE MAL VIENT DE PLUS LOIN 

(The Damage Comes from Farther Afield)  
Fayard, 64 pages, January 2016 

 
◊ Rights sold in: German (Ullstein), 

Italian (Einaudi), Spanish (Capital 
Intellectual), Korean (Jaeum & 
Moeum Publishing), English (Polity 
Press), Serbian (Akademska Knjiga), 
Turkish (Monokl Yayinlari).  

◊ A short essay, drawn from an 
exceptional lecture given immediately 
after the November 13th massacres. 

◊ Rather than exacerbating feelings that 
are already running high, fed as they 
are by the media maelstrom and the 
political classes, this renowned 
philosopher offers a global analysis of 
the terror attacks in Paris. 

◊ Alain Badiou provides readers with a 
remarkable yet analysis, which points 
to our true foe: fascism, the product of 
moribund capitalism. 

According to Badiou, our society suffers from the lack 
of a policy separated from hegemonic capitalism. As 
long as another strategical proposal is not made, the 
world will remain in an essential disorientation. 
Everyone can try and change the direction of the 
history of humanity and extract it from the opaque 
misfortune in which it is currently sinking. 

Alain Badiou treats these attacks as a violent symptom of a 
serious illness of our contemporary world and tries to 
indicate the requirements needed and the possible ways to 
a long-term recovery. 

Born in Rabat, Morocco in 1937, Alain Badiou is a 
leading French philosopher. He has reclaimed for the radical left 
the concepts of being, truth and the subject. A lifelong 
communist, and a Professor Emeritus at the École normale 
supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and a novelist. In 
addition to several novels, plays and political essays, he has 
published a number of major philosophical works, including 

Theory of the Subject, Being and Event, Manifesto for 
Philosophy, and Gilles Deleuze. 

 “Philosopher Alain Badiou is our living national 
treasure.” — Le Point 

“Badiou shows with great clarity that what the 
media call the “radicalization” of Muslims is no 
more nor less than the growth of fascism.” — 
L’Obs 

“In just a few dozen pages, Alain Badiou offers a 
coherent vision of the world, a world that no longer 
has any margin; since globalized capitalism 
dominates the planet.” — Politis 
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Alain Badiou 
LA VRAIE VIE 

(True Life: A Call To The Corruption Of The 
Youth)  

Fayard, August 2016, 120 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold to: Polity Press (English), 

Suhrkamp (German), Ponte alle grazie 
(Italian), Geulhangari (Korean), 
Mindspace (Danish) Sel Yayincilik 
(Turkey), Tankekraft (Sweden) and 
Interzona (Spanish), Fakultet za 
Medije I Komunikacije 
(Serbian),  Geulhangari (Korean), 
Mindspace (Danish), Malpaso 
(Spanish - Spain), Renmin (Chinese) 
and Norway (Solum). 

◊ Seventy-eight-year-old philosopher 
Alain Badiou exhorts the youth to take 
risks and to change the world. By 
taking the example of Socrates - who 
was sentenced to death for creating 
disorder in the city by corrupting the 
youth - Alain Badiou keeps the original 
vocation of philosophy alive.  

◊ Alain Badiou addresses the young 
generation, who find themselves on the 
verge of a new era, between the ruins 
of a traditional world that they have to 
destroy and a modern world they have 
to invent. 

◊ The philosopher encourages young 
people to free themselves from 
capitalism and opportunist fascism: 
conformism, the obsession with social 
and economic success, and immediate 
pleasure. 

◊ Following a series of lectures that 
Alain Badiou gave to high-schoolers, 
he decided to write this letter to the 
young. A short philosophical and 
subversive essay, calling to the 
corruption of the youth. 

This illuminating text is meant to explain to young 
people the issues that they face, without them really 

realizing it, and the challenges they have to take up. It 
brings a breath of fresh air and it opens up new 
perspectives. To the author, the fundamental question 
of philosophy is the question of true life. 

The author focuses on three main points: first, on the 
stakes of being young in our time: the end of the 
traditional society, a sense of freedom combined with a 
lack of direction in life, the temptation of the all-
instantaneous. He urges them to build modernity by 
allying the young and the old, the poor and the middle-
class.  

He then points out that what once made a boy a man was 
taking power. Nowadays, he feels that there is no real 
initiation process anymore, which can lead to an endless 
teenage and immature life. While he thinks that the 
contemporary world is more adapted to women, who are 
mature from a very young age. 

Born in Rabat, Morocco in 1937, Alain Badiou is a 
leading French philosopher. He has reclaimed for the radical left 
the concepts of being, truth and the subject. A lifelong 
communist, and a Professor Emeritus at the École normale 
supérieure, Alain Badiou is also a playwright and a novelist. In 
addition to several novels, plays and political essays, he has 
published a number of major philosophical works, including 
Theory of the Subject, Being and Event, Manifesto for 
Philosophy, and Gilles Deleuze. 
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Jean-Paul Bled 
LES HOMMES D’HITLER  

(Hitler’s Men) 
Perrin, August 2015, 480 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Poland (Bellona) and 
Serbia (NNK Internacional) 

◊ In the tradition of the famous work by 
German historian Joachim C. Fest, 
The Face Of The Third Reich: Portraits 
Of The Nazi Leadership. 

◊ A fascinating book that combines the 
rigor of an innovative historical 
analysis with the skill of a true 
storyteller.  

◊ Portraits of 22 men and one woman 
shed new light both on Hitler’s 
personality and on how the Third 
Reich was built. 

◊ An innovative work of non-fiction that 
will become a new reference thanks to 
the amount of previously unpublished 
ideas and information; illustrated with 
a portrait of each of the 23 people at 
the beginning of the chapter about 
them. 

From “useful idiots” to “victims”, historian Jean-Paul 
Bled presents the portraits of 23 prominent 
personalities in Nazi Germany, in the tradition of 
Joachim C. Fest. 

Because of Hitler’s personality and his absolute power, we 
often overlook the role and the importance of the men who 
helped him rise. His top lieutenants - civilians as well as 
military, those who supported him in his evil enterprise - 
are at the center of this book, written by one of today’s top 
experts on Germany, professor Jean-Paul Bled. Where 
did they come from? Who were they? What was their 
exact role in the Third Reich? What was the exact nature 
of their relationship with Hitler and how did it change 
over time? 

Professor Emeritus at the University of Paris IV 
Sorbonne, Jean-Paul Bled has written a notable biography of 
Bismarck for Perrin - rights sold in Italy (Salerno), Poland 

(Musa) and Serbia (NNK International). He is also the 
biographer of Franz Joseph, and Maria Theresa (Fayard). 

Ed. Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka  
LES MYTHES DE LA SECONDE 

GUERRE MONDIALE   
(The Myths of World War II) 
Perrin, September 2015, 448 pages 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland (Wydawnictwo 
Poznańskie), Czech Republic (Brana) 
and Latin America (El Ateneo). 

◊ A rigorously accurate book that is also 
very reader-friendly; tremendous 
attention was paid to making it perfect 
for non-specialists who want to learn 
more 

◊ A surprising book that reviews 23 
myths about World War II, proving 
them to be inaccurate clichés. 

◊ Fifteen respected historians have 
worked together to transmit the most 
recent historiographic discoveries to a 
broad reading public. 

Twenty-one myths about World War II are explained 
and deconstructed by a group of historians and the 
editorial team of the magazine Guerres et Histoire, led 
by Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka. 

The history of World War II seems familiar; yet in reality 
it is built largely on a number of misconceptions and myths 
that die hard among the general public. This series of 
essays, along the lines of the great Perrin partnerships 
(with Figaro-Histoire, L’Express, etc.) is designed to appeal 
to a wide readership: written in a lively novelistic style, it 
makes the subject accessible to people with little or no 
knowledge of the subject. Yet on each topic, the authors 
provide new material, dispelling clichés, platitudes and 
misunderstandings. This out-of-the-ordinary work is as 
entertaining as it is innovative. 

A team led by Jean Lopez (LES CENT DERNIERS 
JOURS D’HITLER) and Olivier Wieviorka (HISTOIRE DE 
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LA RÉSISTANCE) bringing together the contributions of 
leading experts on each subject. 
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Cyril Dion 
DEMAIN. UN NOUVEAU MONDE EN 

MARCHE 
(Tomorrow. A New World in the Making) 

Actes Sud, November 2015, 30 colour illustrations, 240 

pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Korea (Hanulim). 

◊ Over 30,000 copies sold! 

◊ The film Demain, codirected by Cyril 
Dion and Mélanie Laurent, was 
released in France and in many 
countries. 

◊ The film was awarded the César for 
best documentary and 800,000 viewers. 

◊ The film is aimed at the general public, 
in France, Europe and around the 
world.  

◊ The examples it offers might be 
familiar to many of the people 
involved with these issues, but most 
people still need to find out about 
them! Above all, its great originality is 
that it lines them up side-by-side like a 
system, showing that they already 
constitute a comprehensive model of 
society. 

Cyril Dion runs the NGO Colibris set up by Pierre 
Rabhi, and in 2012 he came across a study which 
claimed whole swathes of humankind could die before 
2100.  

This news should have been in all the headlines but was 
given only half-hearted coverage... so Cyril Dion has 
changed strategies: instead of amplifying the chorus of 
disasters facing the human race, he has opted to depict a 
salutary vision of what the future could be. With the actor 
and director Mélanie Laurent he travelled through ten 
countries to see what our world might look like tomorrow 
if we implemented a combination of the best solutions 
already devised for agriculture, energy, economics, 
education and democracy. This journey culminated in this 
book and the film Demain. A new socio-economic project... 

It is a tale… About the genesis of the film and about the 
many places we visited during the extraordinary journey 
we had to go on for the shooting. The book gives an 
insight about the themes of the film and reveals some other 
initiatives. In six great chapters – Feeding Ourselves to 
Fight Eradication, Achieving the Energetic Transition, An 
Economy For Tomorrow, Reinventing Democracy, A 
New History of Education, Let's Get Started – Cyril Dion 
relates those outstanding meetings with men and women 
who are changing the world. Using text and pictures, this 
book takes us on the path of change and transition, on the 
path of hope and initiatives, on the track of a “running 
world”. 
 

Cyril Dion cofounded the Colibris movement with 
Pierre Rabhi. He is editorial director of the magazine Kaizen and 
edits the “Domaine du possible” series for Actes Sud. 
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Michel Chevalier & Gérald Mazzalovo  
MANAGEMENT ET MARKETING DU 

LUXE 
(Luxury Brand Management. A World of 

Privilege) 
Dunod, February 2015, 400 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Italy, Mainland China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao, the 
UK and the USA. 

◊ More than 25,000 copies sold of the 
French edition since its first 
publication! 

◊ Written by two renowned insiders, the 
book builds on this new, broader 
definition of luxury and examines 
more than 450 internationally known 
brands from a wide range of industries.  

◊ Packed with new information covering 
the financial crisis's impact on luxury 
brands, and looking towards a new 
period of growth, the book reconciles 
management, marketing, and creation 
with real-life examples and 
management tools that the authors 
have successfully used in their 
professional careers.  

◊ Includes dedicated chapters focusing 
on each of the main functions of a 
luxury brand, including brand 
creation, the complexity of managing 
brand identity, the convergence of arts 
and brands, and much more. 

The definitive guide to managing a luxury brand, newly 
revised and updated. What defines a luxury brand? 

Traditional wisdom suggests that it's one that's selective 
and exclusive—to such a degree that only one brand can 
exist within each retail category (automobiles, fragrances, 
cosmetics, etc.). But this definition is inherently restrictive, 
failing to take into account the way in which luxury 
brands today are increasingly identified as such by their 
placement in stores and how consumers perceive them. 
This revised and updated edition of Luxury Brand 

Management, the first comprehensive book on luxury 
brand management, looks at the world of branding today.
  

Michel Chevalier is an expert in luxury brand 
management and retailing. A consultant with EIM in Paris and a 
visiting professor of luxury marketing and retailing at HEC and 
Paris-Dauphine University in Paris.  

Gérald Mazzalovo is visiting Professor at Instituto de 
Empresa (Madrid), Université Paris-Dauphine, and Université 
Lumière in Lyon. A former consultant at Arthur Andersen, he 
has held the positions of president or CEO at luxury companies 
such as Ferragamo, Loewe, Bally, and Clergerie. 
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Michel Eltchaninoff 
DANS LA TÊTE DE VLADIMIR 

POUTINE   
(Inside Vladimir Putin’s Mind) 
Actes Sud, February 2015, 176 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Klett-

Cotta/Tropen), Poland (Studio Emka), 
Norway (Lava Forlag), Turkey 
(Iletism), Greece (Diametros 
Publications),  Spain (Librooks). 

◊ 14,000 copies sold. 

◊ Winner of the Prix de la Revue des 
Deux Mondes. 

◊ �Having systematically analyzed 
Vladimir Putin’s speeches, Michel 
Eltchaninoff defines a doctrine that 
sheds new light on the evolution of the 
Russian president. �� 

◊ A fascinating and accessible text that 
leads readers inside the mind of 
Vladimir Putin, introducing them to 
the thinkers that have influenced him 
and allowing them to see the world 
from his point of view.  

Correlating classics of Russian thought with a 
systematic analysis of Vladimir Putin’s speeches, the 
author defines a hybrid, unstable doctrine that sheds 
light on the actions of the Russian president.    

Can Russian philosophers help us understand Vladimir 
Putin’s strategy? The idea’s not nearly as absurd as it 
might seem at first glance, now that the prophets of 
conservatism, the “Russian Way” and the “Eurasian 
Empire” are in such good stead at the Kremlin – and even 
beyond, since their appeal has spread to the European Far 
Right, starting with France’s National Front. ��This book, 
which is based on the realization that since 2013, when 
Putin took a turn towards Conservatism, Russian 
politicians have started speaking in philosophical terms, 
actually paints a philosophical portrait of the Putin 
doctrine. �� 

Michel Eltchaninoff is the associate editor-in-chief of 
Philosophie Magazine.  

 

Michel Eltchaninoff 
LES NOUVEAUX DISSIDENTS 

(The New Dissidents) 
Stock, March 2016, 288 pages 

 

◊ Prix Livre et Droits de l’homme. 

◊ Whether living under dictatorial 
regimes or in corrupt states, these 
individuals create or rediscover 
original forms of expression. A far cry 
from the contemporary scourge of 
extreme-right false dissidents, and 
from western lethargy, they have 
decided to do something they can be 
proud of with their lives. 

Forty years ago they were all anyone talked about. 
They made the headlines when they were sent to 
prison or exchanged halfway across a bridge. Then the 
Communist camp changed dramatically, and 
dissidents almost completely disappeared, swept aside 
by nations and former apparatchiks converted to 
democracy. 

Dissidents have been reappearing all over the place for a 
few years. Like their predecessors, they refuse to engage in 
armed conflict. They have no political ambitions, their 
aims are primarily ethical. Disgusted by what they see, 
they simply decide to react. Michel Eltchaninoff went to 
meet them, on their home territory. In Teheran, where a 
young woman who fiercely opposes the enforced wearing 
of veils shoots a video clip on a rooftop, showing her 
dancing bare-headed with a group of boys. In Belarus, 
where rebels set up reviews and art galleries to survive 
under the yoke of dictatorship. In India where the Dalai 
Lama’s successor, the 17th Karmapa, has taken refuge and 
is trying to give some hope to the fast disappearing 
Tibetan people. 

Michel Eltchaninoff is a doctor of philosophy and has 
the prestigious agrégation teaching qualification. He is editor-in-
chief of Philosophie Magazine, and his most notable books are 
DOSTOÏEVSKI. LE ROMAN DU CORPS (Jérôme Millon, 
2013) and DANS LA TÊTE DE VLADIMIR POUTINE 
(Solin/Actes Sud, 2015; 14,000 copies, winner of the Prix de la 
Revue des deux mondes). 
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Nora Fraisse 
MARION, 13 ANS POUR TOUJOURS  

(Marion Forever Thirteen) 
Calmann-Lévy, January 2015, 192 pages 

   

◊ Rights sold in Russia (AST), Korea, 
Portugal, Poland (Amber). 

◊ More than 110,000 copies sold in 
France, all formats! 

◊ French sales: � Paperback edition 
(LGF), Book-club edition (GLM), 
Option on TV adaptation rights 
(Europacorp). 

◊ The present book is a call for vigilance 
and for concrete action, against moral 
harassment in school. 

◊ It is also a personal response, the voice 
of a mother speaking to a daughter, 
her daughter, who committed suicide.  

“I am writing this book for you, to tell you how much I 
regret the future you will not be sharing with us. I am 
writing this book so that your death will help others, so 
that bullying at school will be taken seriously, so that 
no child will ever want to put a stop to life, forever.” 

Marion Fraisse was a good student. She was cheerful, 
engaging and openhearted with a bright future ahead of 
her. She lived with her parents and her brother and sister 
in the suburbs of Paris. She had a happy home life and 
dreamed of becoming an architect. On February 13, 2013, 
at the age of thirteen, she committed suicide by hanging 
herself with a scarf in her bedroom. She left a note behind 
for her classmates, explaining that this time the insults and 
violence had gone too far, a poignantly truthful letter in 
which the teenager is almost apologetic: “I guess I wasn’t 
able to tell you how heavy-hearted it all made me, but I’m 
doing it now, though my heart has stopped beating.” 

Could this terrible loss of life have been avoided? Nora 
Fraisse, Marion’s mother, is convinced it could have been. 
Nora Fraisse’s ordeal kindled an urge to write, and 
denounce society’s blind- ness to the growing phenomenon 
of bullying at school, worsened by social networks. Her 
testimony is a call for vigilance and for concrete action, but 

it is also a personal response, the voice of a mother 
speaking to her daughter. 

Nora Fraisse decided to try to understand, at all costs, 
how her daughter could have chosen to take her own life. She 
decided to write it all down, to denounce society’s collective 
negligence in the face of the growing phenomenon of bullying at 
school, fueled and made worse—and at times even tragic—by 
social networks.  
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Antoine Leiris 
VOUS N’AUREZ PAS MA HAINE 

(You Will Not Have My Hatred) 
Fayard, April 2016, 100 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: US (Penguin US), UK 

(Harvill Secker), Germany 
(Blanvalet), Netherlands (Atlas/ 
Contact), Sweden (Atlantis), Denmark 
(Gyldendal), Norway (Solum), Italy 
(Corbaccio), Portugal (Penguin 
Random House), Hungary (Libri), 
Spain (Peninsula), Catalan (Ediciones 
62), Greece (Stereoma), Poland (Sonia 
Draga), Russia (Emiro), Czech 
Republic (Malvern), Romania 
(Nemira), Turkey (Kafka Books), 
Egypt (Al Arabi Publishing), Korea 
(Sam&Parkers), China (Shanghai 99), 
Taiwan (Acme), Japan (Poplar), 
Bulgaria (Ciela). 

◊ 180,000 copies sold in France! 

◊ A strong and moving testimony of a 
bereaved widower. 

◊ The willingness to fight for life. 

◊ An inspiring short book full of hope. 

After losing his wife on the night of the terrorist attack 
on November 13, Antoine Leiris wrote this 
heartbreaking open letter to his wife’s killers, vowing 
not to give them “satisfaction of hating you”. This 
powerful text, that you might have read, was first 
posted on Facebook and has since been shared 
thousands of times around the world. 

"On Friday night you stole the life of an exceptional being, 
the love of my life, the mother of my son, but you won't 
have my hatred. I don't know who you are and I don't 
want to know - you are dead souls. If this God for which 
you kill indiscriminately made us in his own image, every 
bullet in the body of my wife will have been a wound in his 
heart.So no, I don't give you the gift of hating you. You 
are asking for it but responding to hatred with anger 
would be giving in to the same ignorance that made you 
what you are. 

You want me to be afraid, to view my fellow countrymen 
with mistrust, to sacrifice my freedom for security. You 
have lost. I saw her this morning. Finally, after many 
nights and days of waiting. She was just as beautiful as 
when she left on Friday night, just as beautiful as when I 
fell hopelessly in love over 12 years ago. Of course I'm 
devastated with grief, I admit this small victory, but it will 
be short-lived. I know she will accompany us every day 
and that we will find ourselves in this paradise of free souls 
to which you'll never have access. 

We are two, my son and I, but we are stronger than all the 
armies of the world. 

I don't have any more time to devote to you, I have to join 
Melvil who is waking up from his nap. He is barely 17-
months-old. He will eat his meals as usual, and then we are 
going to play as usual, and for his whole life this little boy 
will threaten you by being happy and free. Because no, 
you will not have his hatred either." 

Antoine Leiris, 34 years old, journalist, lost his wife, 
Hélène, on the night of the terrorist attack in Paris on November 
13, leaving him alone with his 17 month old son, Melvil.  

« Dans ce journal intime ciselé, poétique et 
bouleversant, l’auteur décrit les douze jours qui ont 
suivi la mort de sa femme. » L’Obs 

« Dans le sillage de la lettre, cette version longue est 
un adieu bouleversant à sa bien aimée. »Le 
Journal du Dimanche 
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Philippe-Joseph Salazar 
PAROLES ARMÉES 

(Words As Weapons -  
Understanding and Fighting Terrorist 

Propaganda) 
Lemieux, September 2015, 264 pages 

  
◊ Rights sold to Random 

House/Pantheon (Germany), 
Bompiani (Italy) and Anagrama 
(Spain) and Yale UP (US/English). � 

◊ This essay gives a thorough analysis of 
the situation in order to better 
deconstruct the communication 
implemented by IS and Salafi 
Jihadism. 

◊ Salazar bases his argument on new and 
detailed documents and illustrated his 
words with concrete examples. 

This essay helps better understand what makes 
terrorist propaganda so efficient and convincing, and it 
has won Prix Bristol des Lumières 2015 on 12 
November 2015. The Prix Bristol des Lumières is a 
prestigious prize whose motto is "Comprendre son 
temps et défendre les idées" ("To Understand One's 
Time and to Defend Ideas"). Its jury includes 
enlightened personalities such as Jacques Attali or 
Malek Chebel. 

This is an accessible study of the patterns of persuasion 
used by the Islamic state. Salazar offers a chance to 
understand the language of the new Caliphate, and goes 
beyond the rhetorical study by providing insights on 
history, politics and opposite conceptions of war. 

Salazar's essay has made a mark on the public debate 
about the Paris attacks: "After two weeks of overflowing 
emotions, sentiments and solidarity, the sharp and clear 
voice of Philippe-Joseph Salazar has recently pierced the 
clatter of 24-hour news culture and the fog of war. His 
views are the sharpest and most thought-provoking I have 
read in a long time on the subject. (...) Salazar offers 
frightful and at times unbearable clarity." The Guardian. 

“I have a sound knowledge of the Arabic rhetorical 
tradition… and I began to see just how misplaced the 

sarcasm and derision was. I thought, even if this is the 
enemy, let us not deride it… we must take it seriously.” 
Ph-J. Salazar. 

Philippe-Joseph Salazar (1955) is a French rhetorician 
and philosopher. Former Programme Director at the Collège 
international de philosophie, he has been teaching rhetoric since 
1995 at the University of Cape Town as Distinguished Professor 
of Rhetoric. He has written numerous essays, such as 
MAHOMET (Klincksieck, 2005), L’HYPERPOLITIQUE 
(Klincksieck, 2009) and PAROLES DE LEADERS (François 
Bourin Éditeur, 2011). He was born in Marocco and speaks 
fluent French, English and German. 

 
“An accurate, richly documented work that 
deconstructs the new challenges of the 
argumentative power of jihadism, highlighting 
collective and institutional weaknesses in the 
evaluation of violent persuasion strategies.” — 
Cape Argus, South Africa 

“In this essay, the author deciphers the power of 
argumentation and mass persuasion in which the 
jihadists engage. Because, in order to fight terrorist 
propaganda, one must first understand it.” — 
Iveris  

“In a remarkable essay, Salazar explains the power 
of jihadist propaganda and encourage us assimilate 
their language and their codes not to be disarmed.” 
— Valeurs actuelles 

“This philosopher and rhetorician deems that 
western governments make numerous mistakes in 
the fight against jihadists: the first, but not the least 
important one, by misreading the propagandist 
discourse and not understanding how it can seduce 
the youth in lack of adventures.” — La Cité 
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Michel Vergé-Franceschi & Anna Moretti 
UNE HISTOIRE ÉROTIQUE DE 

VERSAILLES 
(Erotic History Of Versailles 1161-1789) 

Payot, May 2015, 342 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in Netherlands 

(Athenaeum), Spain (Siruela), 
Romania (Polirom) and Czech 
Republic (CPress/Albatros) 

◊ An erotic history of the Kings of 
France, i.e. the sex lives of Louis XIV, 
XV and XIV, with the gardens and 
château of Versailles for a stunning 
setting. 

◊ A highly original book with broad 
appeal, thanks to the complementary 
voices of two established authors. 

◊ An erotic history of kings Louis XIV, 
Louis XV and Louis XVI in Versailles. 
An original book that combines 
scientific and historical accuracy with 
deliberate sauciness. 

The appealing combination of historical accuracy 
thanks to rigorous research and the entertainment 
value of imagined restitutions of bawdy goings-on. 

Versailles, with its vast mirror-paneled and lavishly 
decorated rooms, was designed to impress upon visitors 
the extent of the Sun King’s absolute political power. But 
did you know that Versailles also arose as a shelter for the 
royal court’s prodigious sex life? This is the focus of An 
Erotic History of Versailles.  

Under Louis XIII, Versailles was a mere hunting outpost, 
a place for him to bond with his (male) friends. But this 
simple hunting lodge served a different purpose for his 
successor. Louis XIV began to take his mistresses there, 
beginning with the shy seven- teen-year-old Louise de la 
Vallière. Soon, to the dismay of his finance minister, he was 
planning to remodel Versailles, making his bachelor pad 
into the enormous castle it is now. His love life made for a 
rather smutty lineup of women: the fleshy Madame de 
Montespan, the fiery Madame de Maintenon, courtesans 
and one-night stands . . . Still, the king never failed to end 
the night at the queen’s side.  

The king was not the only one to flourish in this enclave of 
sexual freedom. The designers of Versailles—Charles Le 
Brun for the apartments and André Le Nôtre for the 
gardens—created alcoves and groves that were ideal for 
intimacy, as was the widespread disdain for under- 
garments. The sexual orientation of Versailles changed after 
Louis XIV’s death under the stewardship of Philippe 
d’Orléans, or “Monsieur”: At the Versailles orgies, he 
swooned and lusted after gorgeous young men instead. 
Then Louis XV came to power, and once again young 
women began to fight for the honor of becoming their 
insatiable king’s mistress.  

For decades, a libertine spirit flowed through Versailles: 
François Boucher’s paintbrush captured the sensuous beauty 
of the female form, and sexual license worthy of Sade and 
Laclos reigned. But when Louis XVI (“the Soft”) came to 
power, everything changed. He could barely even do the 
deed with his own wife, Marie Antoinette—so on the 
verge of the Revolution, the age of “little Sodom” was 
already past. A page turned for Versailles.  

Michel Vergé-Franceschi, a professor of modern history 
at the University of Tours and an expert on the Ancien Régime, has 
been honored by the Académie Française and the Academie des 
Sciences morales. He is the author of Colbert, la politique du bon 
sens (2005) and Ninon de Lenclos (2014).  

 
Anna Moretti has a Ph.D. in aesthetics from the 

University of Corsica, and specializes in femininity and 
sensuality in literature.  

 
“This book offers an original and seducing view of 
Versailles, from a indeit and coquin perspective.” — 
Historia  
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Marie-Dominique Lelièvre 
CHANEL & CO 

 Denoël, October 2013, 300 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Italy (Ultra), the 
Netherlands (De Bezige Bij/Thomas 
Rap), Russia (Slovo), Hungary 
(Europa), Bulgaria (Colibri), Slovakia 
(Nori, Slovakian and Czech language). 

◊ Offer from China! 

◊ Long English synopsis available. 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

After Serge Gainsbourg, Françoise Sagan, Yves Saint 
Laurent and Brigitte Bardot, Marie-Dominique Lelièvre 
adds a new volume to her series of biographies upon 
French icons: Coco Chanel. 

Marie-Dominique Lelièvre has a special flair for unveiling 
the shroud of mystery that often surrounds people who 
stand out of the ordinary. This time, she is out for Coco 
Chanel, whose name has become synonymous with utmost 
elegance, and defines the very essence f Parisian Chic. 
Marie-Dominique Lelièvre decided to forgo the path of a 
classic biography to rather write an investigation full of 
suspense. 

She tells of Coco Chanel through the prism of her 
entourage, her closest female friends (Romy Schneider, 
Misia Sert, Vera Valdès…), with whom she entertained 
intense and passionate relationships revealing a darker 
side to the personality of the most famous French woman. 
She was born Gabrielle Bonheur Chanel, her mother was 
a seamstress who died young, and she was abandoned by 
her father, an humble travelling salesman, and left to the 
care of nuns in an old Cistercian Abbey. Coco Chanel 
grew up a recluse in surroundings that were equally 
austere and sublime. She started off as a bold hat-maker, 
proved a shrewd businesswoman with brains and no moral 
qualms, excelled at being the ultimate socialite, and went 
on to build a fashion empire that still reigns supreme in 
today’s fashion world. 

Marie-Dominique Lelièvre delivers a vitriolic portrait of a 
woman and the century she lived in She has such a way 
with words that her book will appeal to a broad audience 
of readers, whether they are interested in fashion or not. 

Marie-Dominique Lelièvre started her career as a 
reporter for Le Matin de Paris, and went on to become a senior 
reporter for L’événement du Jeudi. She also contributed to Le 
Nouvel Observateur, L’Express, Marianne, Vogue or Citizen K. 
She currently contributes to the “Portrait” page in Libération, 
and to the review XXI. SAGAN À TOUTE ALLURE: Rights 
sold to: Greece (Metaichmio), Japan (Hankyu communications), 
China (Beijing University Press), Korea (MunhakdoSodam & 
Taeil Publishing) and Russia (Eksmo) 

  
SAINT-LAURENT, MAUVAIS GARÇON 
(2010):  “MarieDominique Lelièvre tells the story 
of the private man. She unravels silences, shadows 
and secrets. She investigates troublesome issues, 
searches dark corners, sneaks into holes in the 
wall.” Le JDD 

BRIGITTE BARDOT, PLEIN LA VUE 
(2012): “After Gainsbourg, Sagan and Saint 
Laurent, writer Marie-Dominique Lelièvre resumes 
her ambitious attempt to analyse French society 
through the larger than life characters who shaped 
it. Her take on B.B. is mischievous and reads like a 
novel.” Paris Match 

SAGAN À TOUTE ALLURE (2008) : 
“Many other biographies were written about Sagan 
in the past, but this one is particularly interesting, 
if only because of its fast-paced and devastatingly 
funny qualities, two traits that echo particularly 
well with its subject.” La Croix 
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Sebastião Salgado  
DE MA TERRE À LA TERRE 

From my Land to the Earth  
Plon, September 2013, 180 pages 

 

◊ 20.000 copies sold.  

◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Ripol �), Taiwan 
(Ecus publishing), Turkey (Everest �), 
China (China Photographic 
Publishing �), UK & US (Contrasto), 
Brazil (Editora Schwarcz), Korea 
(Solbitkil), �Greece (Stereoma), �Italy 
(Contrasto), Portugal (Caracter), 
Japan (Kawade Shobo). 

In this book, Sebastião Salgado talks for the first time 
about his militant commitment and his convictions as a 
photographer, not with images, but with words 

Reliving the history of his photo-reportages in over a 
hundred countries and his personal history, we follow him 
from Brazil to Paris where he created the Amazonas 
Images agency with his wife, Lélia Wanick Salgado. He 
tells of their work on long-term reportages that covered 
years, becoming the subject of exhibitions, books, and 
publications in the international press, and of his love for 
photography. 
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SOCIETY,	POLITICS,	
ECONOMY	

Luc Ferry 
APPRENDRE À VIVRE 

(Learning To Live) 
Plon, February 2006, 304 pages 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

◊ 350,000 copies sold in France! 

◊ Rights sold: Objetiva (Brazil), Temas e 
Debates/Circulo de Leitores 
(Portugal), Taurus (Spain), Shanghai 
99 (China), Samtoh (Korea), Antje 
Kunstmann (Germany), Garzanti 
(Italy), Kinokuniya (Japan), Tyto 
Alba (Lithuania), De Arbeiderspers 
(Netherlands), Curtea Veche 
(Romania), Isbank Culture (Turkey), 
Colibri (Bulgaria), Otava (Finland), 
Canongate (English language, 
American publisher: Harper 
Perennial), Plethron (Greece), Rybka 
(Czech Republic), Commercial Press 
(Taiwan), Kalima (Arabic Language), 
Znanje (Croatia), Czarna Owca 
(Poland), Nha Nam (Vietnam). 

A short philosophical treatise for young people. What 
one needs to know about philosophy to understand the 
world we live in.            

"Some friends asked me to imagine a philosophy course for 
both parents and children.  This compelled me to get to the 
heart of the matter, and this little book is the direct result 
of that improvised seminar.  It is an unbiased approach to 
a neophyte public, one that nonetheless rejects the 
imperatives of a simplification which might deform the 
presentation of the great visions of the world. 

Why study philosophy?  Because without it, we are unable 
to comprehend the world we live in.  Though we are 
unaware of it, the entirety of our thoughts, our 
convictions, and our values are part of the great 
conceptions of the world that have already been built and 
elaborated upon.  And it is indispensable to know them.  

Beyond that, great works of thought can simply help us to 
enrich our lives, and to live more freely.  Learning to live; 
to overcome fear; to go beyond the banality of our daily 
existence, of boredom, and of passing time—these were 
the primary objectives of the schools of ancient 
Greece.”   Luc Ferry  
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Luc Ferry 
LA SAGESSE DES MYTHES 

 (Lessons in wisdom from Greek mythology) 
Plon, October 2008, 280 pages 

 

◊ 130 000 copies sold in France ! 

◊ Rights sold: Objetiva (Brazil), Taurus 
(Spain), Antje Kunstmann (Germany), 
Garzanti (Italy), De Arbeiderspers 
(Netherlands), Plethron (Greece), 
Commercial Press (Taiwan), Harper 
Perennial (World English). 

Luc Ferry tells the story of the great myths of ancient 
Greece that are part of the foundations of our 
civilisation, exploring their profound meaning and their 
influence upon the origins of philosophy. A work that 
confirms mythology as every bit as fascinating as fairy 
tales.      

 “The apple of discord”, “a Herculean task”, “taking the 
bull by the horns”, “the labyrinth”, “Pandora’s box”, “a 
Cassandra” are all expressions we use in everyday 
discourse.  But few are aware that the origins of all these 
allusions are found in Greek mythology.  This book tells 
the fascinating stories that are their colourful source. 

Mythology is above all a representation of the world as a 
universe that is harmonious, just, beautiful, and good—at 
the outset.  But if such perfect balance were established, 
there would be no life, for “the Gods would be bored”.  So 
it is that the struggle against chaos, the first Gods, and the 
Titans constitutes a major theme of Greek mythology.  As 
does the profound meaning of the motto inscribed upon 
the temple of Delphi:  “know thyself”—in other words, “do 
not take yourself for a God”.    

A plunge into the myths of ancient Greece is fascinating 
and riveting, the more so because they are interrelated.  As 
spell-binding as the fairy tales of Grimm or Perrault, they 
are, moreover, an indispensable source of culture that 
sheds light and depth upon the bases of our way of 
perceiving the world and our fellow man.                 

 

 

Luc Ferry 
L’INNOVATION DESTRUCTRICE                    

 (Creative Destruction) 
Plon, May 2014, 144 pages 

 

◊ 30 000 copies sold in France ! 

◊ Translations : Objetiva (Brazil), 
MUNHAKDONGNE Publishing Co. 
(Korea). 

Luc Ferry claims that what will save us is not declining 
growth but innovation. Even if it is a destabilizing 
factor, even if it can be terrific and, at the same time, 
destructive.   

An actual philosophy hides behind the word «innovation”, 
a philosophy which has taken hold among our political 
leaders. “What will save us is not declining growth, it is 
innovation.  Even if it destabilizes the world, even if it can 
be fantastic and, at the same time, destructive.  Gutenberg 
destroyed the livelihood of copyists, but then he made 
possible the creation of millions of jobs in professions 
linked to printing.”  Innovation may be vital, but it is also a 
source of anxiety, and this, according to Ferry, is the 
dilemma France has not yet solved, in an era of 
deconstruction (artistic, social, economic) such as Europe 
has never before known. 

Innovation is at once vital and a source of anxiety; in a 
century of deconstruction, we must resolve this dilemma.        

In line with current trends Luc Ferry revisits the thought 
of Austrian economist Schumpeter (1883-1950). This 
prophet of innovation, who thought of the concept of 
“creative destruction» (Ferry prefers to refer to 
“destructive innovation”, a more optimistic term) remains 
topical.  Innovation as a driving force behind growth that 
renders all that is old obsolete.  And which, when it dies 
out, results in a crisis, before once again becoming 
dominant, kick-starting the economy for a new cycle.  
Thus computer technology was a source of expansion in 
the 1980s and 1990s.  Today, many Schumpeterians 
believe that the broadband digital network and its 
manifestations herald the next capitalistic cycle.                   
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 Luc Ferry 
LA REVOLUTION DE L’AMOUR 

POUR UNE SPIRITUALITÉ LAÏQUE 
(The Revolution Of Love Getting To Secular 

Spirituality) 
Plon, September 2010, 480 pages 

 

◊ Translations : Objetiva (Brazil), Temas e 
Debates (Portugal), Sangsang School 
Publishing (Korea), Arkadas (Turkey), 
Plethron (Greece). 

◊ 70 000 copies sold in France ! 

An optimistic reflection on the heritage of the 20th 
century, an end to collective sacrifice, and the 
conception of human life as sacred, allowing humanity 
to “re-enchant” the world. 

Our perception of history seems to be dominated by what 
crumbles and disappears, rather than what comes to be 
born.  So it is not surprising that we are pessimistic.   

The premise of this book is that the 20th century was 
marked by three main characteristics, at least in Europe:  
first, a “deconstruction” of traditional values such as we 
have never experienced in the history of humanity.  
Whether in terms of art, morality, the condition of women, 
homosexuals, peasants, or education, the world has 
changed more in half a century than in all the five 
preceding ones.  Of course this has caused immense 
upheaval!  In appearance, these changes took the form of 
several individual struggles, themselves stemming from the 
idea of revolution.  In the name of the “Bohemian life” 
Aznavour’s song alludes to, we sought to wipe out the past 
and its traditions to invent a new world, one it would 
finally be pleasant to live in.  The author traces the great 
landmarks of this fascinating adventure since the 1830s.   

Yet the reality is something entirely different, for the true 
motor of recent history has been, not the Bohemian 
existence, but capitalism and, to go one step further, 
liberal “globalisation”.  It wasn’t the beach that was 
beneath the cobblestones, as per the famous slogan of May 
’68, but globalisation.  In order for us to enter the era of 
mass consumption without which the world economy 
would not advance, we had to deconstruct traditional 
values.  This was the second marked characteristic of the 
20th century, and the third remains to be considered:  

under the influence of the modern family, founded on the 
relatively recent invention of the love marriage, we are 
witnessing the emergence of a new concept of what is 
sacred, one that will revolutionize our lives, one 
henceforth incarnate in humanity, with all its 
misunderstandings but all the hope such a conception 
promises as well.  At the end of this century, we are 
compelled to recognize that the traditional reasons for 
collective sacrifice no longer hold water.  Who today, in 
Europe, would die for God, for the mother land, for 
revolution?  No one, or scarcely anyone, and contrary to 
the current moroseness, this sounds like the best news of 
the millennium to me!  For the sacralisation of the human 
being will finally bring the “re-enchantment” of the world. 

Luc Ferry, holds agrégations in philosophy and 
political science and was the French minister of Education from 
2002 to 2004.  He is the author of best sellers on a variety of 
subjects, including QU’EST-CE QU’UNE VIE RÉUSSIE ? 
(Grasset, 2002). A specialist on political philosophy and on 
Heidegger, Luc Ferry has also written philosophical works on 
art. 
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Patrick Desbois & Nastasie Costel 
LA FABRIQUE  DES TERRORISTES  

(Making Terrorists) 
Fayard, October 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Poland (Dialog). 

In the Kurdistan camps of Iraq, Father Patrick Desbois 
and Nastasie Costel interviewed over a hundred Yazidi 
survivors of ISIL persecution. Their accounts give us 
unprecedented portraits of the men and women of the 
Islamic state. Who are these people who kill and die in 
the name of God? Are religion, commandments and 
the promise of a wonderful hereafter the true basis of 
their actions? 

This book looks at the secrets of the ISIL terrorist 
organization, including a particularly dubious facet, in 
contradiction with its official image, it would rather 
conceal: Radical Islam is indeed one of the three pillars of 
ISIS; the other two are sex and money. Indeed, the secret 
recipe for transforming children, teenagers and young men 
into human bombs is the promise of paradise on earth, not 
that of paradise after death. Only recently have the scope 
and the Machiavellian ingenuity of the ISIL factory for 
“exporting” suicide bombers come to light. 

Father Desbois, born in 1955, has dedicated his life to 
researching the Holocaust, combatting anti-Semitism and 
improving Catholic-Jewish relations. He is the author of LA 
SHOAH PAR BALLES and LES VOISINS DU CRIME.  

Nastasie Costel is from Garla Mare, Romania. He is 
currently conducting research on the Romani Holocaust. 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthieu Suc 
FEMMES DE DJIHADISTES  

(Jihadist Wives) 
Fayard, May 2016, 260 pages  

 
◊ Rights sold in Poland (Swiat Ksiazki). 

The portrait of a dozen women whose lives are 
governed by the principle of zero mixing, to such an 
extent that they don’t even attend their own weddings.  
 
Their names are Izzana or Soumya. They shared their lives 
with the Charlie Hebdo killers. Who are these women who 
are consistently portrayed through the lens of compassion, 
as victims cut off from the world by a length of cloth? It is 
up to the courts to decide. How much knowledge did they 
have of their husbands’ deadly plans? Are they 
accomplices? Yet these women are by no means passive. 
On the contrary, they rein in their husbands and take 
them to task, especially when polygamy is the only 
teaching from the Koran their spouses retain. They are 
also housewives who use social networks to post 
comments on the latest decapitation or to exchange 
recipes. One wife, who veils her 16-month-old daughter, 
spends hours watching the New York teen drama 
television series, Gossip Girl. 

Matthieu Suc, a journalist for Le Monde, covered the 
Charlie Hebdo attacks. Jihadist Wives is his fourth book. 
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Dominique Simonnet 
LA DÉFAITE DES FEMMES 

(Women’s Defeat - Sexual Freedom, Really?) 
Plon, May 2016, 216 pages 

 

◊ A disturbing essay that flies in the face 
of current intellectual conformism and 
reveals the reactionary discourse 
hidden behind seemingly liberating 
statements.  

◊ An atypical book: a man’s appeal in 
favor of women, a defense of equal 
rights that acknowledge difference. 

◊ A caustic plume: the author has a lively 
and uncompromising writing style that 
solicits readers directly. 

In this caustic and uncompromising appeal, Dominique 
Simonnet denounces the perverse conformism that 
threatens women’s freedom by foisting submission 
back onto them. 

Did somebody say “liberated”? Do women really have 
freedom of choice? Are they really free to control their 
own bodies? A perverse conformism now reigns, urging 
women back towards submission. Women are being 
erased, veiled, raped, sold and mutilated, for their owners’ 
private enjoyment... �Here in the name of modernity, there 
in the name of tradition, dominant males are reemerging 
everywhere you look. Pornographers and Puritans pursue 
the same ancestral obsession, a heritage of our condition as 
mammals: controlling women’s bodies. No, women are not 
as free as people say. No, feminism isn’t outdated. Are we 
silently standing by as we watch women’s defeat? In that 
case, it is our defeat as men as well, and the defeat of all 
those who cherish desire and the freedom to love. 

Author, publisher and former editor- in-chief of 
L’Express magazine, Dominique Simonnet has written over 20 
books of both fiction and non- including LA PLUS BELLE 
HISTOIRE DU MONDE (Origins: Cosmos, Earth & Mankind), 
with Yves Coppens, Hubert Reeves and Joël de Rosnay, and LA 
PLUS BELLE HISTOIRE DE L’AMOUR (Origins: A Love 
Story, Le Seuil-Robert Laffont), as well as L’AMOUR 
EXPLIQUÉ À NOS ENFANTS (Love Explained to Our Children) 
and LES SECRETS DE LA MAISON BLANCHE (The Secrets 
of the White House) Perrin, 2014; Pocket 2016), with Nicole 
Bacharan. 

Camille Emmanuelle 
SEXPOWERMENT 

Anne Carrière, April 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ A cross between a first-person 
narrative and a trans-disciplinary 
essay: the author describes the 
deconstruction and reconstruction of 
her own sexual identity, how she 
reclaimed her gender by reclaiming 
her own body.   

◊ A book that smashes all our clichéd 
ideas about female and male sexuality, 
starting with the myth of the “chic, 
natural” Parisian woman. 

In exhilaratingly bold, irreverent language, Camille 
Emmanuelle has written a powerful book that tells 
women in no uncertain terms to: “Be proud of your 
body, your mind, your sex, and your gender. Sex-
power, girlfriend!” 

A powerful sex-positive feminist manifesto that places 
sexual freedom firmly at the heart of women’s 
emancipation, and explains how femininity and virility 
impact concretely on economic, social and political 
inequality. 

Camille Emmanuelle is a journalist working on 
feminism, erotic culture, Porn, queer and transgender sexuality 
for Huffington Post, Slate, Le Nouvel Obs and others… 
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Nicole Bacharan & Dominique Simonnet 
FIRST LADIES 

Perrin, September 2016, 380 pages 

 

◊ A groundbreaking book, at the 
crossroads of history and current 
events, written with the talent and 
thoroughness that made the authors’ 
previous book on the “last Secrets of 
the White House” such a success. 

How, down through the years, First Ladies have 
influenced presidential power, and even usurped it. 

At first absent from the official portraits or relegated to the 
side- lines, they have emerged from the shadows to take 
their place alongside their president husbands, and then 
advanced to the front of the stage. For two and a half 
centuries, the First ladies, flamboyant or retiring, have 
embodied the long march of women towards equality and 
power. The authors have tapped into the best American 
sources, enhanced by numerous interviews and 
considerable delving into presidential archives, to portray 
the most emblematic First ladies and reveal their real 
influence. Here are, among others, Martha Washington, 
“founding mother” who forged the symbols of a nation in 
limbo; feminist Abigail Adams, getting involved in war and 
peace; the beautiful dolly Madison, standing firm in the 
capital in flames, and the young Harriet lane, niece of a 
bachelor President, who played the stand-in for his 
spouse. We get to know the ambitious Mary Lincoln, who 
acts like an empress; Eleanor Roosevelt, the tireless 
activist; Jackie Kennedy, the global star; lady Bird 
Johnson, an ecologist before her time; Nancy Reagan, the 
loving wife with an iron hand; Michelle Obama, the ideal 
partner; and the ambitious, unsinkable Hillary Clinton.... 
Fourteen exceptional women. 

Nicole Bacharan is a historian, political commentator, 
consultant for television and radio, and the author of numerous 
books about the United States. 

Author and journalist Dominique Simonnet is the 
former editor- in-chief of the magazine L’Express. She has 
written some 20 novels and essays. 

Together, they have written two books published by 
Perrin that were major hits with critics and readers: LES 
SECRETS DE LA MAISON BLANCHE (Secrets of the White 
House, Perrin, 2014) and 11-SEPTEMBRE, LE JOUR DU 

CHAOS (9/11, day of chaos, Perrin, 2011). 

Béligh Nabli 
LA MÉDITERRANNÉE UN ESPACE 

GÉOPOLITIQUE  
(The Mediterranean - A Geopolitical Space) 

Armand Colin, October 2015, 384 pages 

 

A common sea since Roman Antiquity, the 
Mediterranean was the cradle of western culture and 
the three great monotheistic religions.  

It is now above all, a space of conflict (migrations, 
religions, territories) but it is also one of co- operation 
(energy, transport). Globalization, for better or for worse, 
is found there and Europe plays a role in its future. From 
its origins to recent political developments, this work 
invites us to rethink the co-operation between the North 
and South of the Mediterranean basin around an inclusive 
project that will have an assumed political dimension in 
the sense of the democratic hopes of the Arab people. 

Béligh Nabli is director of research at the IRIS 
(Institute of International relations and Strategies) in which he 
founded the «Observatory of political mutations in the Arabic 
World». He also teaches International Relations at the Political 
studies Institute of Paris. 
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Arnold Munnich 
PROGRAMME ́ MAIS LIBRE  

(Programmed yet free The fallacies of genetic 
science) 

Plon, January 2016, 144 pages 

 

◊ A renowned geneticist presents the 
current state of genetic research to the 
general public in a format that is 
diametrically opposed to the media’s 
hype and over-simplifications. 

◊ A clear and accessible book that 
reveals geneticists’ and predictive 
medicine’s limited capacity to 
intervene, which is vastly unlike what 
the public has been led to expect by the 
media. 

◊ Sincere, and neither unreasonably 
optimistic nor totally kill-joy, the book 
cautions readers against manipulation, 
whether on the part of media or of 
pseudo-medical quacks. 

Examining the gap between the technically possible, 
the economically feasible and the ethically acceptable. 
Today, Google is offering to draw up your genetic map 
and doctors claim they can heal you long-distance. 
Arnold Munnich, world-renowned geneticist, has 
decided to speak out against this new and particularly 
dangerous kind of medicine. 

DNA has become an obsession. A simple decoding of your 
genome and you can find out exactly what you will die of 
and when. Soon, gene therapy will have eliminated all 
disabilities and incurable diseases! This all sounds 
wonderful, yet it is entirely bogus. 

In his practice as well as in his book, Arnold Munnich 
delivers a diagnosis, not a prognosis. Refusing to kneel at 
the altar of the omnipotent goddess Science, he prefers to 
sit at his patients’ bedside. 

If beneficial to speculators, the false promises of genetic 
science can be misleading for the patients. His 30,000 
young patients, �the ones he likes to call « my children », are 
at the heart of Arnold Munnich’s plea for an honest and 
efficient research, and his protest against the advent of 

multi-tiered medicine. He denounces the great « genetic 
therapies hoax », to better present the genuine progress 
and promises that genetic science hold. He sounds the 
alarm on imminent health scandals, so we can avert them. 

Because he is himself a researcher, he can tell about his 
experience of all what sometimes brakes his work. �From 
laboratory machines to historical anecdotes, Arnold 
Munnich has written a book in his own image, filled with 
impassioned testimony and engaged reflection. 

Arnold Munnich is one of the greatest geneticists in the 
world and his public pronouncements are rare, giving this 
testimony an invaluable worth at a time when medicine is 
perceived as all-powerful. Funny and touching encounters, 
pet peeves and salutary anger, but no blame or bitterness 
in this iconoclastic and invigorating text. 

Arnold Munnich is a world-famous French pediatrician 
and geneticist. He is the founder and head of the Department of 
Medical Genetics at the renowned Necker children’s hospital in 
Paris. He is also one of the creators of the Imagine Institute, a 
European Care and Research center for Genetic Science. 
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Zaven Paré 
L'ÂGE D'OR DE LA ROBOTIQUE 

JAPONAISE  
(The Golden Age of Japanese Robotics: Social 

Robotics in Japan) 
Belles Lettres, August 2016, 376 pages  

 

◊ �In this work, the author describes and 
questions the manner in which, in the 
early 21st century, an unexpected wave 
of interest, backed by major technical 
and technological advances, propelled 
the development and manufacture of 
robots which were often surprising and 
at times troubling, yet, for the most 
part, primarily vectors of 
enchantment. 

The Japanese never stop endowing their unique 
beliefs and stories with form and life. Dolls, 
automatons, and lately robots, have successively 
played a part in this long filiation of singularly 
Japanese stories. 

This decade – a genuine golden age of robotics in Japan – 
has seen robot autonomy actually enter the technical 
planning stage even as research and experiments have 
been leaving the robotic laboratories to enter all 
disciplinary fields, from various branches of engineering to 
the production of everyday objects. At the same time, 
robots have become omnipresent in the media as well as in 
philosophical reflection, and in such arts as the theatre. 

Zaven Paré is an artist/roboticist. He created the first 
electronic marionettes for theatrical use and the Japan Society 
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS/CNRS) awarded him a 
grant to participate in the Robot Actors Project from the moment 
it was created in the laboratories of Professor Ishiguro Hiroshi at 
Osaka Univer- sity and at Kyoto’s Advanced 
Telecommunications Research Institute International (ATR). 
His robots are notably featured in The Ballard Institute of 
Connecticut’s collections and those of Lyon’s Puppets of the 
World Museum. 

 

 

Agnès Giard 
UN DÉSIR D’HUMAIN 

(A Human Desire: “Love Dolls” in Japan) 
Belles Lettres, August 2016, 376 pages  

 

Do adult dolls have a soul? A survey in the country of 
love dolls – these duplicates of young women. 

There is a love doll industry in Japan producing life-size 
dolls to serve as “substitute partners.” �Curiously, these 
high-end sex products are made in the phantasmic form of 
young girls with vacant eyes and incomplete bodies. Is it 
even possible to “use” them? These moulded ersatzes 
confronting humans with the issue of solitude provide a 
representative model of what is deemed to be exciting and 
attractive in today’s society. 

Companies competing in this market advertise them not as 
“products to sell,” but as “girls to marry.” When the client 
cannot, or does not, want to keep his doll, the latter is 
given a Buddhist funeral. Usually these “love dolls” look 
so real that they could fool anyone. 

Currently, the Japanese are investing millions in robotic 
research and are focusing particularly on ways to simulate 
human consciousness. These dolls constitute a genuine 
laboratory for artificial life research. They serve as models 
for android prototypes and influence cutting-edge research 
in the field of anthropomorphism. This book’s approach to 
the subject thus ventures well beyond the anecdotal. This 
survey goes to the very heart of a system that is delivering 
new forms of psychic life. Japanese look-alikes are 
expected to invade the world and to do so all the more 
quickly because these objects offer something more than a 
realistic appearance. 

Agnès Giard is a journalist at Libération and an 
anthropologist. She has published seven books on sexuality and 
love, three of which were translated in Japan. In 2000, she 
became a correspondent with the Japanese magazine SM & 
Sniper and has been contributing to that publication for over ten 
years. 

 
“This book, in spite of its size and illustrations, is 
not an art book. Fascinating is the word that comes 
to mind to describe it.” – Le Monde 
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Jean-François Pradeau 
GOUVERNER AVEC LE MONDE  

(Governing with the World -Ancient Thoughts 
on Globalization) 

Les Belles Lettres, April 2015, 144 pages 

 
◊ “A scholarly but accessible journey 

through the political thought of those 
who invented the term « citizen of the 
world” - Le Point 

◊ “Philosophical folder full of surprises” 
- Le Soir 

Ancient philosophers have written about the 
relationship between the city and the world: it is they 
who deserve credit for the first “cosmopolitan” theories. 
The aim of this essay by Jean-François Pradeau is to 
present these theories by rendering them accessible to 
readers who are unacquainted with them. 

This essay deals with what some authors such as Diogenes 
the Cynic, Plato, the Stoics and even Church Father Saint 
Augustine managed to say about global citizenship and the 
dream of a unique world city that would at long last unite 
all peoples.  

The issues raised by this ancient history of 
cosmopolitanism, which for a few decades promoted a 
form of cosmopolitan emancipation and invented a 
supranational Europe that today seems locked into its 
borders, are for the most part those of our own era. We 
can learn much about globalization from the Ancient 
Greeks, who coined the term “world citizen.” They 
humbly remind us that human life – which is a political 
life; i.e., one only possible within the instituted limits of a 
civic community – cannot procure peace or happiness 
without understanding its true and rightful place in the 
world. It is harmful, and ultimately impossible, to live 
without entertaining a certain idea of this world and of its 
order without first having a conception – even an 
approximate one – of what the universe is and the role that 
befalls on us to play in it. 

A Professor of Ancient Philosophy at Université de 
Lyon III - Jean Moulin, Jean-François Pradeau is first and 
foremost an expert in the works of Plato and of the Platonic 
tradition, about which he has published a great many works. 

Jean-Philippe Vincent  
QU’EST-CE QUE LE 
CONSERVATISME 
(What is Conservatism?) 

Belles Lettres, August 2016, 272 pages 

 

◊ An original review and intellectual 
history of conservatism as a political 
doctrine, coupled with a critical 
analysis of its relation to liberalism 
and an attempt to understand its 
future. 

Conservatism has not had an easy time of it. It is 
confused with everything that it is not –inaction, 
reaction, traditionalism, even counter-revolution – not 
to mention the misleading influence that American 
neo-conservatism has managed to have. So what 
does conservatism consist of, and is it still relevant? 

By way of an answer, the author outlines an intellectual 
history of conservative thought, from Cicero to the present 
day. He points out the key elements (authority, freedom, 
common good, trust) on which conservative philosophy is 
founded and which make it authentic and sustainable. 

Yet conservatism cannot be summed up in a doctrine. One 
need only read Jane Austen, Chateaubriand, Balzac, or 
Evelyn Waugh to grasp that conservatism is also a style of 
thought, a way of coming to terms with life in all of its 
dimensions: literature, religion and moral life, history, 
economics and life in society. 

Does conservatism have a future as a doctrine and a 
lifestyle? Can it still exert a decisive influence on politics? 
The author believes it can. 

Jean-Philippe Vincent an ENA graduate and 
economist, worked at the French Public Treasury's Direction de 
la Prévision, the International Monetary Fund and McKinsey & 
Company. He has penned several books on economics, and 
teaches the economics of social issues at Sciences-Po Paris. He is 
also a member of Commentaire magazine’s editorial committee. 
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HISTORY	&	CIVILIZATION	

Sébastien Albertelli  
UNE HISTOIRE DU SABOTAGE 

(A History of Sabotage)  
Perrin, May 2016, 400 pages 

 

◊ A presentation based on largely 
unpublished archival documentation.  

◊ At a time when the issue has again 
become relevant, the first history of 
sabotage and saboteurs during World 
War II. 

Sabotage has become one of the weapons of modern 
combat, but it is more commonly associated with the 
Resistance during World War II. The phenomenon, 
however, was not born with the « army of shadows ».  

It emerged in the last decades of the 19th century, at the 
meeting point between labor unions and the military. The 
saboteur progressively embodied a new form of threat, 
whether its origins were anarchist, communist or German. 
The fear that the saboteur inspired, however, was 
disproportionate to the real danger he represented. 

Including during WWII, which marked a major milestone 
in the history of sabotage. The practice became 
widespread, each of the major players gradually giving it a 
place in their strategy: the Resistance, the Gaullist and the 
British secret services, the Allied authorities and the 
German services. Everyone believed, to varying degrees, 
in its effectiveness, the evaluation of which this author 
calls into question. In any case, it was the Resistance that 
marked the transition from the era of experimentation to 
that of full development, as evidenced here. 

Sébastien Albertelli is a professor of history (his PhD 
dissertation was supervised by Jean-Pierre Azéma, one of the 
most renowned historians of the Second World War). He 
contributed to the DICTIONNAIRE DE LA RÉSISTANCE 
(Dictionary of the Resistance) and the DICTIONNAIRE DE 
GAULLE (De Gaulle dictionary) (Bouquins collection, 2006) 
and published LES SERVICES SECRETS DU GÉNÉRAL 
DE GAULLE (The secret services of General de Gaulle) with 
Perrin in 2009 (4,000 copies sold). 

 

Alain Frèrejean  
TROTSKY CONTRE STALINE 

(Trotsky against Stalin)  
Perrin, May 2016, 330 pages 

 
◊ The story of the relentless struggle 

between Trotsky and Stalin based on 
recent interviews with the best French 
historians of this period of Russian 
history: Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, 
Alexandre Adler, Stéphane Courtois, 
Jean-Jacques Marie, Alexandre 
Sumpf, Nicolas Werth and Serge 
Wolikow.  

◊ An exceptional witness of the 
assassination attempt on Trotsky and 
his last moments: his own grandson, 
Esteban Volkov. 

The story of the relentless struggle between Trotsky 
and Stalin based on recent interviews with the best 
French historians of this period of Russian history. And 
an exceptional witness of the assassination attempt on 
Trotsky and his last moments: his own grandson, 
Esteban Volkov. 

Some see Trotsky as the champion of the workers of the 
world. Stalin, in contrast, was the new tsar, entrenched in 
the Kremlin with a new privileged class, the nomenklatura, 
a handful of bureaucrats hogging the state dachas and 
stores. Trotsky supposedly fought against fascism and 
Stalin’s pact with Hitler. And the villain Stalin had killed 
the good guy Trotsky. In reality, Trotsky was no saint. In 
the relationship between the two rivals, ideological 
struggle and personal ambition were coupled with 
contempt and jealousy, which eventually turned into 
implacable and obsessive hatred. Trotsky, his vision as 
sharp as steel but too sure of himself, underestimated his 
rival. We witness the irresistible rise of Stalin, the man 
with the mysterious smile and the yellow eyes of a cat.  

Alain Frerejean is the author of several books, With Perrin 
he published CHURCHILL-STALIN, comparative 
biographies (2013). 
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Michel De Jaeghere 
LA COMPAGNIE DES OMBRES 

The Company of Shadows: 
What is the Purpose of History? 

Belles Lettres, September 2016, 400 pages 

 

Michel De Jaeghere wants us to resume meditating on 
examples that have nourished human thought since 
ancient times. 

Now that it has managed to become a science, history 
must remain the sympo- sium theatre which allows us to 
converse with the dead. Our “connected” world delivers us 
up, defenceless, to the tyranny of every instant. History 
could be the antidote, inasmuch as it is a depository of 
people’s collective experience. It lifts shadows up from the 
depth of the ages to make us share what we have learned 
from being who we are. We have undertaken a boundless 
dialogue with the living. This book proposes to restore the 
dialogue with the dead by revisiting, through a succession 
of brief texts in the form of short essays and short stories, 
a number of episodes of universal history in an attempt to 
cull some lessons from it. At a time when history’s 
progress has led to an excessive specialisation which has 
caused many scholars to withdraw into their ivory towers 
to enjoy, among experts, the fruit of their research, Michel 
De Jaeghere wants us to resume meditating on examples 
that have nourished human thought since ancient times. 

Michel De Jaeghere is Managing Editor of Le Figaro-Histoire 
magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sébastien Morlet 
LES CHRÉTIENS ET LA CULTURE 

(Christians and Culture - Converting a Concept 
1st to 6th Centuries) 

Belles Lettres, February 2016, 240 pages  

 

◊ What role did Christianity play in the 
history of the notion of culture? 

In Christian antiquity, two attitudes emerged. Some 
Christians expressed hostility towards the Greek 
culture, which they perceived as pernicious and 
demon- inspired. Others, to the contrary, tried to point 
out its usefulness in developing the mind, and in 
defending, explaining and manifesting faith. 

But beyond these differences of opinion, texts of Christian 
antiquity attested to a major shift in the very notion of 
culture. �This essay, written by an expert on Christian 
antiquity, compels us to rethink a number of generally 
accepted ideas about the relationship between monotheism 
and culture. It invites us to understand the emergence of 
Christian thought not only within the context of a 
confrontation, but also of a profound continuity with 
Greek thought and philosophy in particular. 

A senior lecturer at Paris-Sorbonne and member of 
Institut universitaire de France, Sébastien Morlet is a specialist 
in texts of Late Antiquity. He devoted his thesis to the apologetic 
work of Eusebius of Caesarea. He is currently coordinating with 
Les Belles Lettres the French version of a commentary on 
Eusebius’ HISTOIRE ECCLÉSIASTIQUE the first volume of 
which has already been published. He is also working on a new 
edition of the fragments from PORPHYRY’S CONTRE LES 
CHRÉTIENS. 
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Alain Decaux 
C’ÉTAIT LE XXE SIÈCLE 

(That was the 20th century) 
Perrin, June 2016, 2 volumes 

 
◊ Famous for his ability to make 

historical figures and events come alive 
in his books, television shows and 
plays, Alain Decaux is a member of the 
French Academy and has held various 
governmental responsibilities. 

From 1905 to 1940, from the Roaring Twenties to the 
edge of the abyss; and from 1940 to 1963, from global 
war to the death of President Kennedy: this is the 20th 
century as Alain Decaux has witnessed, experienced 
and understood it. With the curiosity and perspective of 
a writer and historian who zooms in on the aspects 
that most amazed, disturbed or shocked him. 

After covering the period from 1905 to 1932, Alain 
Decaux presents some of the main events that took place 
from 1934 to 1940, a time when the generation that had 
vowed “Never again!” at the armistice in 1918, rushed 
headlong towards the Second World War that would 
engulf it. 

In the second volume, Alain Decaux focuses primarily on 
the period from 1940 to 1945, which he describes as 
absolute. The author then discusses post-war history 
globally from 1945 to the death of Kennedy in 1963: the 
Jewish exodus, the death of Stalin, the construction of the 
Berlin Wall, the Cuba crisis, etc. 

« I was born when the 20th century, still immature, went into its 
Roaring Twenties. I have never ceased to be fascinated by all this 
excess. Why have I been so riveted by certain celebrities as well as 
certain nobodies? Why have some human interest stories caught 
my attention just as much as major political events? This book will 
try to answer those questions. 

What I am humbly offering to the reader should not be considered a 
history of this century. Too many episodes would be missing. It is 
nothing else, and nothing more, than the 20th century as I have 
seen, experienced and felt it. » 

 

Renaud de Spens 
LEÇONS POUR APPRENDRE LES  

HIÉROGLYPHES ÉGYPTIENS 
(Lessons for Learning Egyptian Hieroglyphics) 

Belles Lettres, March 2016, 216 pages  

 

◊ A comprehensive and straightforward 
manual for learning Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. 

◊ For the first time in the history of 
Egyptology, instruction has been 
organized around inscriptions of 
increasing difficulty rather than 
around grammatical categories.  

◊ In order for them to be recognized 
more easily on the inscriptions, all 
signs are presented through over 700 
facsimiles, ranging from the most 
detailed graphic forms — in their 
original colors — to the most cursive.  

This easy-to-understand and authoritative book is one 
of the best ways available today to delve into the 
subject, whether for amateurs who want to discover 
the beauty of Egyptian writing and learn what the 
inscriptions say, or for students who wish to launch 
into an in-depth study of hieroglyphic epigraphy. 

The documents studied are photographs, so that students 
may apply what they have learned to monuments as soon 
as possible. All iconography, symbols, gods and figures 
whose knowledge is useful in order to comprehend the 
texts are explained and abundantly illustrated. 

Renaud de Spens is an Egyptologist and Sinologist. 

«Here, in 15 lessons and 15 exercises, the most 
amazing journey through ancient Egypt.» Valeurs 
actuelles 

«This work both concise and allow everyone, student 
or amateur, to break their secrets.» Le Figaro 
Histoire 
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Frédéric Barbier, Catherine Bertho 
HISTOIRE DES MÉDIAS, DE 

DIDEROT À INTERNET  
(History of the Media. From Diderot to the 

Internet) 
Armand Colin, September 2016, 400 pages, 4th ed. 

 

◊  Rights on the previous editions sold to: 
Brazil (EDUSC), Bulgaria (Kama), 
China (Horizon Media), Greece 
(Katarti Iris), Hungary (Osiris Kiado), 
Italy (Christian Marinotti Edizioni), 
Romania (Editura Bastion), Spain and 
Turkey � (Okuyan), 
Argentina (Colihue). 

This is a history of the media from 1751, the date of 
the publication of Diderot’s ENCYCLOPEDIE, to today 
which is marked by the digitalization of the formats and 
networks.  

It first takes the reader through the history of the book 
and press in Europe and then describes how, in the 
20thcentury, written word, cinema, radio, and television on 
both sides of the Atlantic have evolved. It concludes with 
the problems that globalization poses for the cultural 
goods market. In this teeming universe, the authors 
discuss the technical economic foundations of the media 
and their consequences on the form of companies; as well 
as the connection of the media to political life, particularly 
the link between the book and the emergence of national 
identities in the 19thcentury; and finally the multiple 
connections between written media and those of the image 
and sound which characterize the culture of 20thcentury. 
This concrete work, full of figures and dates, is illustrated 
by quotes and citations that recreate the atmosphere of 
each epoch. 

Frédéric Barbier, alumnus of the École des chartes, 
Doctor of History and Doctor of Letters, is the director of 
studies at the École des hautes études (graduate school) and 
director of research at the CNRS (National Centre for Scientific 
Research) (ENS Ulm). Member of the Institute of Advanced 
Studies of the University of Strasbourg, he is also editor in-chief 
of Histoire et civilisation du livre, an international journal.  

Catherine Bertho-Lavenir is rector of the Academy of 
Martinique, École pratique de Hautes Études (EPHE) and the 
École Normale Supérieure (ENS). 

Frédéric Barbier  
HISTOIRE DES BIBLIOTHÈQUES. 

D’ALEXANDRIE AUX 
BIBLIOTHÈQUES VIRTUELLES 	

(History of Libraries. From Alexandria to 
Virtual Libraries) 

Dunod, August 2016, 304 pages  

 
◊ Rights on the first and on the current 

edition sold to: Argentina, Brazil and 
Italy.  

A sequel of History of the Book by the same author, 
this work offers readers a gripping tour through time 
and space of Western libraries and book collections.  

The author, a well-known specialist in the field, considers 
his topic through the prism of the transformations—over 
centuries—of the general media system. The question of 
libraries, much like the larger matter of information, is one 
of the essential issues that our civilization has to face in the 
beginning of the third millennium. The book provides a 
synthetic review of libraries and book collections from 
antiquity to the present day in the Western world as well 
as a fundamental reflection on the role of libraries and 
their place in the public sphere in the course of the great 
technological revolutions.  

Frédéric Barbier is an alumnus of the Sorbonne and 
has a PhD in History and Literature. He is postgraduate studies 
director at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social 
Sciences in Paris. 
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Patrice Gueniffey & Thierry Lentz (dir.) 
LA FIN DES EMPIRES 

(The End of Empires) 
Perrin/Le Figaro, January 2016, 480 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland (Bellona). 

◊ 14,000 copies sold! 

◊ A journey through time and across the 
continents that enables readers to 
relive key events in the history of a 
given civilization: when an empire 
begins its decline. 

◊ From the death of Alexander the Great 
to the siege of Constantinople, from 
the reign of Montezuma to the collapse 
of the USSR: a history of the world 
composed of growth, tension, 
adaptation and renewal. 

◊ A fascinating and accessible book, 
written by historians who are 
specialized in their respective fields. 

Is history doomed to repeat itself? This familiar 
question is well worth asking when we consider the 
rise and fall of empires. For the first time, renowned 
historians, specialists in their respective fields, 
brilliantly recount and analyze the decline and fall of 
the great empires that created the world as we know it, 
from Rome to Washington. 

Since ancient times, certain lands, propelled by their 
military might, gold and conquering spirit, are hoisted to 
the rank of preponderant power and dominate a large part 
of the world. Yet, as the saying goes, all great empires 
perish. Causes vary, though a basic scenario applies to 
most cases: development crises; economic bankruptcy; 
exhaustion of the military model; and of course the 
appearance and increasing capacities of rivals. 

Director of the Fondation Napoléon, Thierry Lentz has 
established himself as today’s leading expert on the imperial era, 
evidenced by his New History of the First Empire in four volumes 
(Fayard, 2002-2010). Perrin recently published his The Congress 
of Vienna. A refounding of Europe 1814-1815 (2013); The 20 days of 
Fontainebleau. Napoleon’s first abdication 31 March-20 April 1814 
(2014) and Waterloo (2015). 

Professor at the School for Advanced Studies in the 
Social Sciences in Paris, Patrice Gueniffey has published notably 
The number and the reason (EHESS, 1993), Politics of the Terror, 
Essay on revolutionary violence (Gallimard, 2000). 18 Brumaire: 
epilogue of the French revolution (Perrin, 2008) and Bonaparte 
(Gallimard, 2013). All received unanimous critical acclaim. He 
has since edited the successful collective work by top historians 
Last days of the kings, published by Perrin and Le Figaro (2014). 
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Bertil Scali 
VILLA WINDSOR 

Michel Lafon, September 2016, 245 pages  

 

◊ From the 30s to the 90s, two iconic and 
controversial couples and a unique 
home that forms a bridge between 
them: a mansion in Paris’s exclusive 
Bois de Boulogne, designed as a 
luxurious jewel-box of a home. 

◊ The surprising fate of a man who was 
briefly King of England, and the 
woman he loved and for whom he 
abdicated. 

◊ A fascinating book that’s impossible to 
put down, that recreates the 
atmosphere of a century marked not 
only by war, but also by frivolity. 

A novel with atmosphere, luxury, frivolity and great 
wealth. 

Just outside of Paris, in the bourgeois suburb of Neuilly 
sur Seine, behind the side lane along Boulevard Richard 
Wallace, stands Villa Windsor, whose walls have 
witnessed a half a century of secrets, high-society life and 
scandalous love affairs. General de Gaulle lived there 
immediately after the war, but the villa is best-known as 
the pied à terre of Edward VIII, a romantic, rebellious 
playboy who, on December 11, 1936, abdicated the throne 
for the love of Wallis Simpson, a twice-divorced American 
socialite – a decision that eventually led to his niece 
Elizabeth II’s accession to the throne she still occupies. 
After the Duke and Duchess of Windsor’s troubled war 
period and years of luxurious wandering, France 
welcomed with open arms the couple that the British 
monarchy had turned its back on. Villa Windsor is where 
they would live out their lives. 

This book relates far more than just that famous romance, 
of course. It also details the Windsors’ sometimes unsavory 
companions; for they rubbed shoulders with a wide range 
of public figures from their times: from Renée Van Cleef, 
heir to the house of Van Cleef and Arpels who, hounded 
because of her Jewish background, committed suicide in 
1942 to Hitler, who welcomed the Duke to his eagle’s nest 
in Bavaria and for whom the Duke had a great liking, 
which would cost him dearly, via Churchill, Coco Chanel, 

Lord Mountbatten, Prince Charles and of course, Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Years later, in 1997, Villa Windsor would also be the last 
home that Lady Diana visited, just a few hours before her 
untimely death. Following in the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor’s footsteps, she was planning to take up residence 
there with her fiancé, Dodi Al-Fayed. 

Bertil Scali, 43, is a journalist and an editor. As Paris-
Match magazine’s correspondent in London, he reported on the 
Royal Family’s upheavals at the time of Charles and Diana’s 
divorce, meeting the Prince of Wales and many of the legendary 
couple’s closest friends, from Richard Branson to Tony Blair. 
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Milka Kahn & Anne Véron 
DES FEMMES DANS LA MAFIA  
(Mafia Women Saints Or Godmothers?) 

Nouveau Monde, April 2015, 300 pages  

 
◊ Rights sold in Poland (Muza). 

◊ Women with unusual, tragic fates, 
spell-binding slices of life: their role is 
the key to an entire structure. 

◊ These portraits of women shed light on 
the history of the three most powerful 
Italian mafia families, filled with 
revenge and trafficking, of course, but 
also passion and love. 

◊ A well-documented investigation with 
a direct, hard-hitting style that doesn’t 
pull any punches; the book describe 
these women’s pain, fears, worries and 
triumphs with a clear, honest voice. 

A fascinating document that analyses the place and 
role of women in the three major families of Italian 
Mafia: Cosa Nostra in Sicily, the 'Ndrangheta in 
Calabria and the Camorra in Campania by two female 
journalists:  

Women have always been considered as quiet, silent roles 
in Mafia history. Today, we know better: they have a 
central importance, as transmitters of Mafia values (to the 
children). It is them who call for Vendetta when their 
husbands are killed, and sometimes become Bosses. Some, 
however choose to collaborate with Justice. This first 
investigation on the subjects draws on several exclusive 
interviews with Cosa Nostra, N’dranghetta and Camorra 
women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juliette Benzoni 
CES FEMMES DU GRAND SIÈCLE  

(These Women of the Grand Siècle) 
Perrin, August 2015, 320 pages 

 
◊ More than portraits, the adventures of 

22 noblewomen in the 17th century. 

◊ The age of Louis XIV told with humor 
and delicacy through 22 extraordinary 
destinies: kidnappings, heir 
substitutions, love at first sight... 

◊ An original and document that reads 
like a novel. 

Twenty profiles of famous and extraordinary women in 
the reign of Louis XIV. Spies, courtesans or 
mistresses, they all lived out their destinies in the 
shadow of the Sun King. 

Three centuries separate us from the flamboyant reign of 
Louis XIV. His court, newly installed at Versailles, was 
brimming with remarkable personalities. Combining spirit 
of adventure and historical precision, Juliette Benzoni 
paints the portraits of these women with exceptional lives. 
Spies, courtesans or mistresses - the seductive Mancini 
sisters, the Princess des Ursins as the king’s secret agent, 
the Grande Mademoiselle and her tribulations, Louis XIV 
and his sister-in-law Henrietta of England, the Marquise 
de Sévigné, the Grand Condé’s spurned spouse, Louise de 
La Vallière’s penance, the actress La Champmeslé, 
courtesan and free- thinker Ninon de l’Enclos, etc. 

A popular and prolific author, Juliette Benzoni has 
written numerous successful books for Perrin. Her readership is 
vast and devoted. 

− IN BED WITH QUEENS (2013) rights sold in 
Portugal (Planeta); Czech republic (Brana) ; 
Poland (Weltbild); Russia; Slovakia; Cyprus. 

− IN BED WITH KINGS (2013) rights sold in 
Portugal (Planeta); Czech republic (Brana) ; 
Poland (Weltbild); Russia; Slovakia; Cyprus 

− THE STORY OF THE FRENCH CASTLES 
(2012) rights sold in Portugal, Czech republic 
(Brana); RUSSIA (Eksmo). 

− UNKNOWN BEAUTIES OF THE 
REVOLUTION (2014) rights sold in Russia 
(Eksmo). 
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Douglas Boyd 
DAUGHTERS OF THE KGB  

Moscow’s Secret Spies, Sleepers and Assassins of 
the Cold War 

The History Press, March 2015, 224 pages 

 
◊ Polish rights sold to Bellona! 

◊ First-person accounts of daughters 
officers, translated by the author. 

◊ First-person accounts of victims. 

◊ Includes rare and unpublished 
photographs taken from the author’s 
own collection. 

◊ Unpublished material based on 
original and unprecedented research. 

The first book to prove the KGB spawned several 
equally ruthless “daughter organizations” in Eastern 
Europe during the Cold War. 

Everyone has heard of the KGB, but little has been 
published about its  daughter organizations through which 
Moscow terrorized the satellite states grabbed by Stalin 
during and after the Second World War. 

Staffed by Moscow-trained nationals closely monitored by 
KGB ambassadors, Poland’s UB, the Czech StB, the 
Hungarian AVH, Romania’s Securitate, Bulgaria’s KDS 
and the ultra-Stalinist Stasi of the German Democratic 
Republic all repressed democratic movements in their 
respective countries for forty years. They arrested and 
imprisoned without trial anyone not toeing the Moscow 
line, earning the hatred of their compatriots. When this 
boiled over â in GDR 1953, Hungary 1956 and 
Czechoslovakia 1968 â Russian troops and tanks mowed 
down unarmed protestors. 

Historian and author Douglas Boyd’s personal 
experience of the KGB’s  “daughter” organisations include ten 
months as a Russian linguist in the RAF in Berlin and solitary 
confinement in a Stasi political prison afterwards. Having friends 
from Eastern Europe enables him to carry out research into the 
activities and relationships of the “daughters”, who may not have 
been completely dismantled upon the demise of the USSR. 

 

Douglas Boyd  
THE KREMLIN CONSPIRACY  

1000 Years Of Russian Invasions  
The History Press, November 2014, 384 pages 

 
◊ Second edition, including a new 

chapter on Ukraine. 

◊ A timely book given the escalating 
situation between Russia and Ukraine. 

◊ A thoroughly documented study that 
aptly fills the Occidental curiosity and 
preoccupation that, still today, 
underpin our relationship with Russia. 

A political history of Russia that focuses on the 
thematic of conflict, both accessible and engaging 
thanks to a lively and powerful writing. A revised 
edition of a historical document that details over 1,000 
years of Russian expansionism, making it more 
relevant today than ever before. 
 
People call Putin’s power strategy the new Cold War. 
Author Douglas Boyd argues that it is the same one as 
before, fought with potent new weapons: the energy 
resources on which half of Europe now depends. 

The Cold War did not begin in 1945, but rather when 
Lenin created the Communist International in 1919, in a 
tradition of Russian expansionism that goes way further 
back. Recounted often in the words of participants, 
THE KREMLIN CONSPIRACY is the chilling story of 
1,000 years of bloodshed that made the Russians the 
way they are. 

Chapters 
1/ From the Beginnings to the USSR 
2/ Violence and Oppression in the USSR 
3/ The Cold War 
4/ The Putin Policy and Ukraine 
 

Douglas Boyd is a historian, author and a former RAF-
trained National Service Russian linguist, whose incarceration in 
the Stasi political prison at Potsdam brought him face-to- face 
with the KGB. It was a narrow escape for someone snooping à-la 
NSA on Soviet pilots over-flying East Germany, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia! 
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Fanny Chassain-Pichon & Marie Moutier 
LETTRES DE LA WEHRMACHT  

(Wehrmacht Letters) 
Perrin, September 2014, 348 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold to: Sweden (Lind&Co), 

Germany (Blessing Verlag/Random 
House), the Netherlands (De 
Arbeiderspers), Finland 
(Atena),  Spain (Critica), Italy 
(Corbaccio), Continental China 
(Shanghai 99), Japan (Kawade 
Shobo), Poland (Wydawnictwo 
Poznańskie) and the Czech Republic 
(Volvox Globator). 

◊ This is an exclusive insider’s view on 
World War II, thanks to the 
chronological account from its soldiers 
on every battlefront, for the whole 
duration of the conflict. 

◊ Heartrending testimonies that 
underline the violence, suffering and 
banalization of evil at play in this 
unprecedented war. 

◊ A document that sheds a new light on 
the German soldiers, exposing the 
truth of their vision and actions in this 
war, far from any cliché. 

◊ A compilation that values each letter as 
the valuable historical document it is, 
including some that had never been 
studied before. 

In this selection of the most powerful and revealing 
letters selected among the 16,000 that were donated 
by German families to the Deutsche Dienststelle 
archive in Berlin, the reader discovers the Second 
World War, as seen from the inside. Most evident in 
these letters is the fact that many were the bearers of 
Hitler’s ideology throughout Europe, the spearhead of 
Nazism in war. 

Between 1939 and 1945, Wehrmacht soldiers wrote 
incessantly to their closest friends and family. The letters 
are presented here in their entirety, chronologically, and 
cover all the fronts of the war - from the East to North 

Africa - allowing a broad picture of the conflict's evolution 
from the point of view of the "ordinary" soldier. � 

Around 17 million soldiers served in the Wehrmacht 
during the Second World War, and nearly all of them 
wrote home regularly. These letters are among the 
invaluable documents that, as primary sources, provide an 
image of the war as seen from the inside. They are 
reproduced here for the first time in their entirety, adding 
immeasurably to our knowledge of the mindset and the 
actions of soldiers of the Third Reich. This is a description 
of the daily reality of warfare, fought on all fronts, from 
the invasion of Poland to the fall of Berlin. While the 
letters dating from the French campaign of 1940 or the 
beginning of Operation Barbarossa express a fervent hope 
to take part in the rebirth of Greater Germany, missives 
written in the wake of the defeat of Stalingrad are 
explosive in a different way. The reader absorbs the 
soldiers’ disillusion and distress in the face of physical and 
material conditions that grow daily more unbearable and 
an increasingly dim vision of victory as they are 
overwhelmed by Russian and American enemies. But their 
weariness of combat and desire to go home are balanced 
by expressions of exaltation of their faith in Germany and 
in Hitler. For, contrary to the outdated image which 
nonetheless remains in some sectors, that of a clean-cut 
and dutiful army that was somewhat distant from Nazism, 
the soldiers of the Wehrmacht were not ordinary soldiers. 
Most evident in these letters is the fact that many were the 
bearers of Hitler’s ideology throughout Europe, the 
spearhead of Nazism in war. 

Specialists on the Third Reich and, specifically, the 
Wehrmacht, Marie Moutier and Fanny Chassain-Pichon both 
defended a thesis on the subject. Respected Germanists, they 
were granted access, sometimes for the first time, to the personal 
files of soldiers of the German army stored at the Deutsche 
Dienststelle, in Berlin. 
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Jean Sévillia & Jean-Christophe Buisson 
LES DERNIERS JOURS DES REINES 

(The Last Days of the Queens) 
Perrin, October 2015, 420 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in Poland (Bellona), 

Estonia (Kunst) & Spain (Edaf). 

◊ Jean-Christophe Buisson and Jean 
Sévillia joined forces with the leading 
academics and history writers of today 
to answer this provocative question.  

◊ A much-anticipated, unparalleled 
series of essays that is rich in 
anecdotes and revelations buoyed by 
the success of LES DERNIERS 
JOURS DES ROIS.  

Following the success of LES DERNIERS JOURS 
DES ROIS (The Last Days of the Kings), which sold 
25,000 copies, here are the stories of the last days of 
the most famous queens and empresses, whose lives, 
deaths and destinies changed the history of the world. 

Table of contents: 
1. Cleopatra by Pierre Renucci � 
2. Agrippina by Jean-Louis Voisin � 
3. Brunhilda by Xavier de Marchis � 
4. Eleanor of Aquitaine by Georges Minois � 
5. Isabella the Catholic by Marie-France Schmidt � 
6. Catherine de Medicis by Jean-François Solnon � 
7. Mary Stuart by Didier Le Fur 
�8. Christina of Sweden by Philippe Beaussant of the 
French Academy � 
9. Anne of Austria by Simone Bertière 
10. Maria Theresa of Austria by Jean-Paul Bled 
�11. Catherine II by Lorraine Meaux 
12. Marie Antoinette by Jean Sevillia � 
13. Josephine de Beauharnais by Jean Tulard of the 
French Academy  
14. Sissi by Jean des Cars �15. Charlotte of Belgium by Jean-
Louis Thiériot 
�16. Victoria by Arnaud Teyssier � 
17. Draya Obrenovitch by Jean-Christophe Buisson � 
18. Alexandra of Russia by Irina Chikoff. 
�19. Empress Eugénie by Eric Anceau. � 
20. Queen Astrid by Pascal Dayez-Burgeon. 
 

Jean Sévillia is deputy managing editor of the Figaro 
Magazine and a member of the scientific board of Figaro-Histoire. 
An essayist and historian, he has published many successful 
books, including ZITA IMPÉRATRICE COURAGE (Brave 
Empress Zita) (Perrin, 1997), LE TERRORISME 
INTELLECTUEL (Intellectual terrorism) (Perrin, 2000), 
HISTORIQUEMENT CORRECT (Historically correct) 
(Perrin, 2003), LE DERNIER EMPEREUR, CHARLES 
D’AUTRICHE (The last emperor, Charles of Austria) (Perrin, 
2009), and HISTOIRE PASSIONNÉE DE LA FRANCE (A 
passionate history of France) (Perrin, 2013). 

Jean-Christophe Buisson is the Figaro Magazine‘s 
culture editor. He has recently published ASSASSINÉS 
(Assassinated) with Perrin (2013), and MIHAILOVIC (2014), 
HISTOIRE DE BELGRADE (History of Belgrade, 2013) in 
the Perrin paperback series, Tempus. He is a program host on 
the French history channel La Chaine Histoire and participates 
in a weekly radio show, On refait le monde, on RTL. He has also 
directed with Alexis Brezet LES GRANDS DUELS QUI ONT 
FAIT LA FRANCE (Perrin, 2014). 
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Alexandre Maral 
LES FEMMES DE VERSAILLES 

(The Women Of Versailles) 
 Perrin, October 2016, 350 pages 

 

◊ Finally, a serious book about women’s 
role at the Court of Versailles, which 
breaks away from the secondary or 
risqué anecdotes they are generally 
reduced to. 

◊ A rigorously well-documented text 
that draws on original sources to 
decipher the workings of a society of 
its own. 

◊ A history of all women of the era, with 
a particular focus on particular ones: 
queens, King’s mistresses, blue-blood 
princesses, legitimate and illegitimate 
daughters. 

Imagined and written in the very place they inhabited, 
this panoramic view of the royal court’s female 
contingent offers insight into the lifestyle of women in 
the king’s entourage, a study of their social, cultural 
and in some cases political roles, and a reflection on 
their destinies – often improbable and certainly 
exceptional.  

Residence of the last three kings of Ancien Régime 
France, Versailles was also the home of their wives: Maria 
Theresa, who died there in 1683; Marie leszczynska, who 
lived in the chateau from 1725 to 1768; and Marie 
Antoinette, who married the dauphin, heir to the throne, in 
1770 and reigned as queen from 1774 to 1789. In different 
ways, these three personalities left their mark on 
Versailles, particularly Marie Antoinette. Female members 
of the royal family also played a vital role in Versailles, 
from the spirited duchess of Burgundy under louis XIV to 
the remarkable daughters of Louis XV. And then there 
were the other women of Versailles: Madame de 
Maintenon, who became Louis XIV’s secret wife; the 
many favorites of Louis XV – Madame de Mailly, 
Madame du Barry and the invincible Madame de 
Pompadour; as well as Marie Antoinette’s close friends, 
particularly the Duchess of Polignac. 

 Archivist and paleographer with a doctorate in the arts, 
former resident fellow of the French Academy in Rome, 
Alexandre Maral is a curator at Versailles, where he is 

responsible for the sculpture collections. He published in 2012 
the book LE ROI-SOLEIL et DIEU. ESSAI SUR LA 
RELIGION DE LOUIS XIV (The Sun King and God. Essay 
on the religion of Louis XIV) (foreword by Marc Fumaroli and 
Pierre-Lafue prize), followed in 2013 by LE ROI, LA COUR 
ET VERSAILLES, 1682-1789. LE COUP D’ECLAT 
PERMANENT. (The king, the court and Versailles, 1682-1789. 
Permanent fireworks), and in 2014 LES DERNIERS JOURS 
DE LOUIS XIV (The last days of Louis XIV). 
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Claude Sintès  
ROME ET LES PIRATES 

(Rome vs. the Pirates)  
Belles Lettres, May 2016, 240 pages  

 

◊ This work offers a few keys to help 
readers understand ancient pirates: 
why did they become pirates, what 
were their tactics, their tricks, what 
types of boats did they use, how did 
they choose their booty and how did 
they share it, could the people they 
attacked defend themselves? 

All there is to know about piracy and its annihilation at 
the end of the Roman Republic. 

For several years now, our media have been showing us 
images of Somali or Nigerian pirates attacking container 
ships and oil tankers. Those attacks have been so serious 
that UN authorities had to resolve to take exceptional 
measures to contain them. In antiquity, Romans 
experienced a very similar situation: a particularly virulent 
form of piracy appeared on the desolate shores of southern 
Anatolia and in Sicily which gradually spread throughout 
the Mediterranean basin and which, in combination with 
other factors and more localised piracies, eventually 
interfered with the expansion of that era’s superpower.  

Only Pompey, Rome’s greatest general, managed to defeat 
them. He surprised all of his contemporaries because he 
resorted to turning the pirates into settlers by giving them 
the means to live, rather than condemning them to be 
crucified as was the custom at that time. 

Claude Sintès is the Director of the Musée 
départemental Arles antique, Chief Curator of the Patrimoine, 
and a research associate at Centre Camille-Julian (CNRS). 
Highly knowledgeable about the maritime world, he has been a 
member of the French Archaeological Mission in Libya since 
1985, where he was in charge of underwater excavations of the 
ancient port of Apollonia in Cyrenaica. He has already published 
an anthology of ancient texts, Sur la mer violette, with Les Belles 
Lettres. 

«It’s exciting, documented, and almost 
contemporary.» – Le Point 

«The work of Claude Sintès is a thrilling end to the 
other.» – Historia 

Ed. Alexis Brézet & Vincent Trémolet de 
Villers 

LES GRANDS DUELS QUI ONT FAIT 
L’HISTOIRE 

(The Great Duels That Made the World) 

 

Two contenders for one position of power. 

History, essentially tragic, is often embodied in the clash of 
two titans: their personal rivalries, running deep and 
escalating to hatred, are superimposed on their country’s 
power struggles. Un- der the direction of Alexis Brézet 
and Vincent Trémolet de Villers, prominent historians and 
journalists from le Figaro pool their resources to tell 
twenty stories that changed history, from ancient times to 
today. 

Contents:  
Darius / Alexander: Arnaud Blin  
Hannibal / Scipio: Eric Treguier  
Augustus / Cleopatra: Jean-Louis Voisin  
Philip Augustus / John Lackland: Georges Minois  
Saladin / Baudouin: sylvain Gouguenheim  
The Pope and the emperor: Gregory VII/Henry IV : 
Sylvain Gouguenheim  
Charles V / Francis I: Didier le Fur  
Henry VIII / Thomas More: Bernard Cottret  
Philip II / Elizabeth I : Jean-François Solnon  
Louis XIV / William of orange: Jean- Christian Petitfils 
Frederic II / Marie-Theresa: Jean-Paul Bled 
napoleon / Alexander I: Thierry Lentz 
Bismarck / napoleon III: Arnaud teyssier 
William II/ Nicolas II: Jean des Cars 
Stalin / Trotsky: Rémi Kauffer 
Churchill / Hitler: François Kersaudy 
Stalin / Tito: Jean-Christophe Buisson 
Kennedy / Khrushchev: Georges Ayache 
Bush / Saddam Hussein: Pierre Razoux 
Gorbachev / Yeltsin: Bernard Lecomte 
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Dir. Claude Quétel & Jean-Christophe 
Brisard 

ENFANTS DE DICTATEURS 
(Children of Dictators) 

Perrin, October 2014, 374 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in Poland (Znak), Estonia 

(Kunst), Lithuania (Alma Littera), 
Czech Republic (Brana), Bulgaria 
(Ciela)!! 

◊ French Paperback rights pre-empted. 

◊ Television documentary rights in 
auction. 

◊ English sample chapter available! 

◊ Accessible and thorough this collection 
of surprising biographies intertwines 
personal stories with 20th century 
History. 

◊ Shedding a different light on famous 
dictators, this document shows them as 
fathers, sometimes affectionate, 
sometimes destructive. 

An exclusive document that unveils the unknown story 
of children whose fathers were dictators like Stalin, 
Mussolini, Franco, Mao, Castro, Ceausescu, and many 
more. 
 
A collection of historians and specialists analyze what has 
become of the children of the dictators of the 20th century 
by describing their childhood, and the relationship they 
had with their fathers. 

All 17 chapters begin with a short reminder of the 
historical context and are then developed into structured 
and well-documented developments with plenty of 
anecdotes, some funny, others tragic. 

Jean-Christophe Brisard is a journalist and the author 
of several documentaries about dictators. ��Claude Quétel is a 
renowned historian.  

 

 

Pierre Vallaud 
LA GUERRE AU XXE SIÈCLE 

(War during 20th Century) 
Perrin, January 2014, 400 pages 

 
◊ A chronological and fluent narrative, 

in a pleasant and accessible language.  

◊ A smooth synthesis, clear and 
methodical.  

◊ Two thirds of the book are devoted to 
the First and Second World Wars. The 
next fifty years deal with all over the 
world wars (Indochina, Korea, Algeria, 
Cuba, Vietnam, Maoist Cultural 
Revolution) to finish on "American 
superpower" that evokes quickly 
military operations in the Middle East 
and in Africa. 

The brilliant synthesis of an eminent specialist on the 
great tragedy of the last century: war. 

The 20th century was the century of war. Not one day 
passed, from one end of the earth to the other, without the 
thunder of guns. This book, which combines narratives 
and reflections, recognizes this phenomenon as one of 
unprecedented immensity in history, both because of the 
human and material devastation it caused and due to its 
ideological and political consequences.  He points out its 
specificities as well: the multiform nature of the conflicts; 
the civilian victims that outnumbered military casualties in 
both mortality and suffering; the upheaval of geopolitical 
centers—as old Europe struggled with its internal 
contradictions, the axis of the world shifted west to the 
United States and the countries of Asia and the Pacific; the 
recurrence of motivating factors as old as history itself 
(religion, nationalism, xenophobia, and the list goes on), 
not to mention the economic and financial undercurrents 
that drove States to send men to throw themselves against 
one another on the pretext of defending superior values; 
and, finally, totalitarianism. It has become current to refer 
to the two world wars as one “thirty-year war”. In this 
case, the subject is a “hundred-year war”. �� 

Pierre Vallaud has concentrated for many years on the 
wars of the 20th century and written several works on their 
geostrategy, the basis for a series of reference atlases, and on 
totalitarianism. This book presents a synthesis that draws on the 
impressive entirety of this work.  
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BIOGRAPHY	&	
CORRESPONDANCE	

Gérard Bonal 
COLETTE 

Perrin, May 2014, 360 pages 

  
◊ An original and comprehensive 

biography that reads like a novel: the 
first of its kind to be published for a 
general audience. 

◊ A chance to discover the woman 
behind the writer, and the scandals 
that marked her captivating existence. 

◊ Colette’s life is told with fascinating 
anecdotes and original accounts of her 
contemporaries, offering a unique 
testimony about a changing world 
scene: the eventful beginnings of the 
20th century. 

◊ Gérard Bonal is the major French 
specialist on Colette : the author has 
dug deep into the archives, including 
recently discovered and unpublished 
correspondence. 

Discover the thrilling and sometimes scandalous life of 
one of the world's most famous literary figures : 
Bonal's biography is an unprecedented occasion to 
meet the woman behind the writer.  
 
Calling upon forty years of Colettian research, Bonal has 
verified and cross-confirmed the often geographically 
scattered (in France, the United States and Australia) 
material, which only a devoted expert could replace in its 
proper perspective. 

Sixty years after her death, the life of Colette remains a 
model: a model of liberty, of will, and of emancipation. 
Gérard Bonal, an expert who has immersed himself in her 
life and work, presents a biography that reads like a novel. 

Colette (1873-1954) raised autobiographical fiction to an 
art form. In the context of contemporary lives, Colette’s 
path was undoubtedly avant-garde. In this new biography, 

the author seeks to demonstrate how her life, a series of 
scandals and acts of dominance by sheer force, 
characterized by both literary and personal audacity, 
followed a consciously chosen path. 

This coherence is all the more obvious as Bonal has chosen 
to write this biography as a narrative—almost a novel of 
her life story, with its dramatic episodes, disappointed love 
affairs, and professional successes. By the 1920s, Colette 
already headed the list of celebrated authors. This is a 
novel in which everything is true, set in the reality of the 
French provinces at the turn of the century, La Belle 
Epoque, the First World War, the crash of 1929, the 
Occupation. 

With several works on Colette to his credit, Gérard 
Bonal enjoys a long and profound familiarity with the life and 
works of the writer. He founded the review Cahiers Colette in 
1975 and recently directed Les Cahiers de l’Herne devoted to the 
novelist. He has also written documentaries and plays about her, 
but never before a biography. 
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Sylvana Lorenz 
PIERRE CARDIN  

(Pierre Cardin) 
Calmann Levy, March 2006, 204 pages 

 

◊ Foreign sales: Knijnyi Club 36’6 
(Russian), Surugadai Shuppan 
(Japanese) 

Pierre Cardin’s call emerged early, at the age of 8 and 
his vital need for creation never left him since. At 92, 
the last emperor of haute couture hasn’t lost any of his 
glory or power. 

More than the fashion designer and the internationally 
famous businessman, it’s the private side of Pierre Cardin’s 
life that Sylvana Lorenz, artistic director and PR of 
L’Espace Cardin, wishes to unveil in this book; and this is 
especially difficult since Pierre Cardin is such a secretive 
person. He has always been very careful to hide his 
weaknesses and wounds. Straight as an “i”, born in the 
Venice region, Pierre Cardin, never shows his feelings or 
successes; over the years he has managed to turn his 
solitude into an ally and to keep his thirst for life intact. He 
never shows any of the tantrums known to Hollywood 
stars, preferring to keep the Viandox beverage which has 
warmed him up when he first arrived in Paris in 1944, on 
the menu of his famous Maxim’s restaurants. Confidences, 
anecdotes, shared moments which Sylvana Lorenz has 
kept away in her diary year af-ter year, has enabled her to 
paint the portrait highly intelligent and very private 
workaholic conque-ror. The last child of a family with 
seven children, the son of an old Italian immigrant, 
transforms everything he touches into gold. He has always 
lived and still lives for the love of Art. 

Sylvana Lorenz has been working closely with Pierre 
Cardin for over 35 years. An art gallery di- rector, who also 
works for Match TV, she is part of the jet-set and has been 
around the world with Cardin several times. 

 

 

 

Alain Vircondelet 
MARGUERITE DURAS, LA 
TRAVERSEE D'UN SIECLE 

(Marguerite Duras, Crossing a Century) 
Plon, November 2013, 432 pages,  

 
◊ A biography that attempts to decipher 

the life and work of Marguerite Duras 

◊ A serious and well documented writing 

◊ THE reference biography, made by 
one of Duras’ closest friends 

Alain Vircondelet manages to unravel secrets and 
intimate details about his friend but he goes further 
and analyses her work as well as her life by showing 
how intermingled they were.   
Marguerite Duras' work continues to challenge many 
readers in France and abroad. As a writer, but 
also  filmmaker, playwright ans journalist, shescored her 
time by her often controversial interpretations, her writing 
sometimes poetic sometimes political and often visionary. 

Alain Vircondelet is the biographer of the great figures 
of literature and art: Pascal Huysmans, Rimbaud, Camus, Saint-
Exupéry, Sagan, Duras, Balthus, Séraphine de Senlis. He was a 
close friend of Marguerite Duras ans is considered today, in 
France and abroad, as one of the most attentive specialists of her 
work. 
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Max Schiavon 
MUSSOLINI  

Perrin, May 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ Based on research in the Italian, 
French and American archives, Max 
Schiavon has set out to elucidate what 
was indeed crucial to the Italian 
dictator: his military ambition.  

◊ Max Schiavon skillfully reveals on one 
hand the dictator’s actions and his 
psychology, and on the other, how the 
warrior phenomenon was central to 
Fascism. 

We already know all about the « political » Mussolini, 
but nothing had been written until now about the Duce 
at war. This is the first overview of the subject. 

For many complex reasons, and despite his martial 
character and matador attitude, Mussolini is undoubtedly 
the politician at the helm during the Second World War 
who is the most scorned from a military point of view. 
Among the defeated, and without the benefit of a myth 
such as that surrounding the effectiveness of the 
Wehrmacht, Mussolini’s actions never seemed worthy of 
serious study. Wrong. 

In fact, the Duce had known war his entire life. Having 
fought and been wounded in the First World War, he 
would then develop his own strategic thinking (focused on 
the Mediterranean) that he began to implement once he 
was in power.  

A historian and an army officer, MAX SCHIAVON 
was the head of research at the Service Historique de la Défense 
(SHD), the French government’s military archives. Author of 
several books on military history, including LE FRONT 
D’ORIENT (The Eastern Front) (Tallandier, 2014). 

 

 

 

 

Juan Reynaldo Sanchez 
LA VIE CACHÉE DE FIDEL CASTRO 

(Castro’s Hidden Life) 
Michel Lafon, May 2014, 300 pages 

 
◊ German rights pre-empted by Lübbe, 

rights sold in Spain (Planeta), Brazil 
(Compahnia das Letras), Finland 
(Atena) and the Netherlands 
(Kosmos). 

◊ The first book ever published to this 
date letting us into the private life and 
political strategies of Fidel Castro. 

◊ A source who has been one of Fidel 
Castro's closest guards for 17 years. 

◊ Juan Rey-naldo Sánchez, the author, 
spent 17 years in Castro’s security 
detail as chef security manager, and 
escaped from Cuba in 2008. 

Juan Sanchez's testimony is a unique immersion into 
Fidel Castro's private life on his private heavenly 
island, where top-level international politicians are 
regularly invited. His rituals, organic diet, his personal 
relationships with family, friends and mistresses are all 
described in this detailed account. 
 
Reveals: political schemes during the Angola War with the 
Soviets, the secret alliance with Venezuela, the close 
relations with North Korea and Lybia, Castro's 
involvement with the Latin-American guerilla units, the 
Basque ETA, and the drug trafficking that partly financed 
his regime. This is also Juan's personal story, a man who 
started working for Fidel by conviction, until he realized 
that power and money, and not politics, were at stake. 
When his last illusions shattered, he tried to retire but was 
instead sent to prison for treason where he remained for 
two years. When managed to escape from jail, and to 
immigrate to United States where he lives today. 

After a military training, Juan Reynaldo  Sanchez, a 
top level athlete devoted to the revolutionary cause, starts 
working in 1977 as a bodyguard for Fidel Castro. He will work 
for the Lider Maximo for 17 years, during which he took notes of 
everything involving Fidel Castro. Today, with the help of Axel 
Gyldén, Franco-Swedish reporter for French magazine 
L'Express, he reveals a side of Fidel Castro that has never been 
seen before. He escaped from Cuba in 2008. 
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André Castelot 
L’HISTOIRE À TABLE 

(History at the Table - If cuisine was told) 
Perrin, November 2015, 703 pages 

 

◊ A feast in words, to use Jean-François 
Revel’s famous title, this text has been 
unavailable for more than thirty years 
but hasn’t aged a bit. 

First published in 1972, one of the author’s greatest 
successes newly available: known as the « Emperor of 
the Little Story » his style marries itself perfectly with 
this subject. 

From A (apricot, absinth, asparagus, avocado, armagnac) 
to Z (Zewelewai, Zola), André Castelot invites us on a 
journey of joyful erudition through this dictionary of 
culinary wonders. One by one, he tells the story of eating 
utensils (the fork, the tablecloth, the napkin, the table, 
dishes...), the aliments and ingredients (coffee, water, 
strawberries, beans, oysters, potatoes, salads..), the chefs 
and famous gourmets (Brillat-Savarin, Escoffier, 
Talleyrand, Vatel), the Kings and Queens at the table 
(their meals, their tastes), the establishments and culinary 
professions (cabarets, cafés, cooks, grocers, great and 
famous tables), the origin and the evolution of meals, their 
origin and their evolution (sauerkraut, scallops, omelets), 
the wines and drinks, the cheeses, national cuisines, and 
finally, the idioms and customs that are part of the well-
known French cultural exception: gastronomy.  

André Castelot was a historian. He wrote more than 70 
successful books such as the biographies of Napoleon, Marie-
Antoinette, Napoleon the Third or François 1er, but also The 
History Almanac (L’ALMANACH DE L’HISTOIRE) and the 
History Calendar (LE CALENDRIER DE L’HISTOIRE). He 
founded and directed the collection « Présence d’Histoire » at 
Perrin. 

 

 

 

Antoine de Baecque 
UNE HISTOIRE DE LA MARCHE 

(A History of Walking) 
Perrin, March 2016, 368 pages 

 

◊ A unique and lively book, well-served 
by the author’s gift for storytelling. 

◊ A compilation reflecting both curiosity 
and erudition; the author 
communicates a real love of walking. 

◊ A historical, scientific, philosophical 
and poetical mosaic on the subject of 
one of human beings’ most 
fundamental activities. 

Walking has a history: Antoine de Baecque, a talented 
storyteller, presents an original, informed and lively 
account. 

The author sets out to describe all possible forms of 
walking and the people who practice them: nomadic 
people, from the Lapp to the Sioux, itinerant merchants to 
shepherds, medieval apprentices to soldiers. Then there 
are pilgrims of all persuasions, those who return to the 
source of the Ganges and those who go to Compostela, 
who take the Tokaido road or walk to Mecca. 

If walking has now lost most of its professional 
practitioners, it has gained enthusiastic amateurs, leisure-
time strollers and week- end hikers. And now we walk in 
the city, beginning in the 17th and 18th centuries when 
urban promenades became a popular custom. Finally, 
walking has long represented a means of taking political 
action, as illustrated by Gandhi and Martin Luther King. 

Antoine De Baecque is a a specialist on the culture of 
the Enlightenment and the French Revolution who wrote the 
volume on the Enlightenment in the The Cultural History of France 
(Seuil, 2005) and contributed to the collective reference works, A 
History of the body, A History of virility and A History of emotions 
(Seuil, 2006, 2011, 2015). He recently published Crossing the Alps. 
Essay of walked history (Gallimard, 2014), which won the Prix 
Ptolémée du Festival international de géographie and the Prix 
Augustin Thierry des Rendez-vous de l’histoire de Blois and has 
sold more than 7,000 copies. 
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Pierre Bayard 
LE TITANIC FERA NAUFRAGE  

(The Titanic Will Sink) 
Les Editions de Minuit, October 2016, 176 pages 

 

◊ The brilliant new book by Pierre 
Bayard, author of COMMENT 
PARLER DES LIVRES QUE L'ON 
A PAS LUS (How to Talk About 
Books You Haven’t Read) 

◊ The sleek and subtle text presents 
literary theories and writers’ visionary 
plots with great verve.  

◊ A book that refers to both famous and 
less well-known stories, subtly yet 
persuasively pointing out how they 
resonate with actual historic events 
and scientific discoveries. 

After DEMAIN EST ÉCRIT (Tomorrow Is Written) and 
LE PLAGIAT PAR ANTICIPATION (Plagiary by 
Anticipation), Pierre Bayard’s third book about 
anticipation in fiction explores authors’ capacity to 
perceive and describe future events. 

Some stories do in fact describe catastrophes, discoveries 
and historic events that are yet to come. In FUTILITY, 
for instance, Morgan Robertson foresaw the sinking of the 
Titanic by inventing the story of a ship called the Titan 
that was very similar to the famous liner. His book was 
published in 1898, and a few years later, the Titanic 
foundered at sea. For Pierre Bayard, that is an example of 
the “anticipation” phenomenon. When novelists write, do 
they not become oracles or Cassandras? The author 
establishes a typology of literary anticipation, urging 
readers to consider whether politicians, historians and 
scientists could have been forewarned by authors’ 
“predictions” and changed the course of history.  

A clever and entertaining book that offers readers an 
enjoyable stroll through both famous and less well-known 
literary works, offering a chance to discover them or to 
enjoy them anew. The author sheds light on the arcana of 
texts by Jules Verne, Kafka and even Michel 
Houellebecq. 

Pierre Bayard was born in 1954. He is a Professor of 
English Literature at Paris University, and a psychoanalyst. He 

writes controversial and thought-provoking essays, the best-
known of which is COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES QUE 
L'ON A PAS LUS (HOW TO TALK ABOUT BOOKS YOU 
HAVEN’T READ (2007). The book has been translated into 27 
languages and was a huge success (80,000 copies sold in France 
alone). 
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Lorànt Deutsch 
METRONOME 

Michel Lafon, September 2009, 384 pages 

METRONOME 2 
(The private life of Paris, from street to street) 

Michel Lafon, September 2016, 410 pages 

                

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Ullstein), 
Italy (Ippocampo), Netherlands 
(Thomas Rapp), Sweden (Bucket List), 
Lithuania (UAB Media Group), Japan 
(Shinyusha), Korea (Joogang Books), 
Chinese simplified (Shanghai 
Translation Publishing House) 
Chinese complex (Business Weekly 
Publishing House) Russia (Veche), US 
(St. Martin Press), Russia (Eksmo) 

◊ Métronome 1, published in 2009, has 
sold 2,500,000 copies in large format 
and been translated into 22 languages. 

◊ A treasure trove of highly original 
discoveries and tales that bring to life 
all the corners and secrets of the 
capital before our eyes. 

◊ A book that is genuinely for every kind 
of public. It will delight both scholars 
and neophytes with its singular, 
fascinating tour of Paris over the 
pages… and promise of walks to come! 

Following the success of Métronome and Hexagone, 
Lorànt Deutsch returns to Paris to describe the very 
personal history of its streets. 
 
In METRONOME, Lorànt Deutsch gives us not an 
ordinary nor pompous guide, but he rather shares his 
discoveries that reflects his character: quick, entertaining 
and unpredictable. Let yourself be amazed by his 
discoveries connected to Paris Métro subway stations, and 
you will return from your trip wide-eyed and delighted by 
all these things you never suspected. 

In the second volume, this time, we are not exploring 
subway stations, but the major and minor thoroughfares 
that wrote the city’s history; avenues, boulevards and 

streets where we wander from one encounter to another: a 
house, a monument, an event, a crime. Life in fact. 

Take the plunge into the vibrant pages of Parisian history. 
Here, tomorrow’s art is being created; there, revolution is 
being planned; somewhere else, a scientist springs bleach 
upon the public; in yet another place, a gardener 
unwittingly invents Paris mushrooms. Words make their 
appearance throughout and you can find out about their 
Parisian origin: guillemets (quotation marks), argot (slang), 
égout (sewer), mégoter (to skimp)… Not to mention the 
rather sinful papal ‘week of four Thursdays’! 

You will not be meeting many powerful lords on these 
streets, though. It is the Paris of the people, of all the 
women and men who gave it its magic and soul. 

Lorànt Deutsch, actor on stage and on TV, keen 
student of history, and more recently a writer, is a hopeless lover 
of Paris.  

“Un guide ludique, qui regorge d’anecdotes sur les 
trésors caches de la capitale.” Livres Hebdo 

“C’est savant et buissonier, erudite et bricolé, grave 
et souriant. (…) Saisies par Deutsch, les briques de 
l’histoire pèsent une plume!” Paris Match 

“Après le succès gigantesque de Métronome, Lorànt 
Deutsch rempile avec Métronome 2, cette fois 
consacré aux rues de Paris. (…) Carton assuré.” 
Union Presse  
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Olivier Dubouclez 
HISTOIRE DU BASILIC 

(The History of Basilisk) 
Actes Sud, April 2015, 208 pages  

 
◊ In European bestiaries and legends, a 

basilisk is a legendary reptile reputed 
to be king of serpents and said to have 
the power to cause death with a single 
glance. This creature appeared in 
several legends and, more recently, the 
basilisk also appeared in Harry Potter 
and the Chamber of Secrets as the 
monster inside the Chamber of 
Secrets! 

◊ Extremely well written, this document 
combines historical facts with our 
darkest, deep-down imagination in a 
beautiful scholarly style. 

A concise book that revisits some of the more famous 
episodes in its mythology, whether real or imagined, 
historic or personal, and puts together an unusual 
combination of characteristics which has an 
undeniable effect on the reader, like the basilisk’s own 
petrifying stare.  
 
Basilisk, an ancient reptile which could kill with a single 
glance, a monstrous hybrid whose legend dates back to the 
Seventeenth Century.  

Olivier Dubouclez was born in Besançon in 1978, and 
is currently pursuing a philosophy research project at the 
University of Liège. He has published a variety of studies on 
modern philosophy and the plays of Valère Novarina. 

« Un texte hybride, en somme, comme l'animal dont 
il parle, si étrange avec son corps de vipère, sa tête de 
coq, ses yeux maléfiques. Lisez-le la nuit, à la lueur 
d'une bougie. Et vérifiez sous le lit, avant de souffler 
la flamme.  » Bernard Quiriny, L'opinion 
independante 

« Olivier Dubouclez réussit à marier dans ce court 
traité le discours de la méthode et l'opérette 
imaginaire.  » Eric Chevillard, Le monde des 
Livres 
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Antoine Compagnon 
UN ÉTÉ AVEC MONTAIGNE 

(One Summer with Montaigne) 
Les Équateurs, May 2013, 176 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to The Netherlands 
(Athenaeum), Sweden (Atlantis), 
Norway (Solum Forlag), Denmark 
(Kristeligt Dagblads), Germany 
(Ullstein), Italy (Adelphi), Korea 
(Chaeksesang), Spain (Paidos), Brazil 
(WMF Editora Martins Fontes), China 
(East China Normal University Press), 
Turkey (Yapi Kredi), Croatia (Tim 
Press), Spain/Castillan (Paidos), 
Catalan (Blackiebook) Portugal 
(Gradiva) and Bulgaria (Iztok Zapad). 

◊ An unexpected bestseller of popular 
philosophy: more than 200,000 copies 
sold! 

◊ A real survival guide that is breaking 
sales records in France: in 40 short 
chapters, Antoine Compagnon 
interprets the great 16th-century 
French philosopher Montaigne in a 
clear and entertaining way.  

From the notion of commitment to conversation, via 
friendship, education, wasted time and even being 
overweight, Compagnon shows both the historic 
importance and the current impact of Montaigne’s 
ESSAYS.  

This was one of the most popular books in France in the 
summer of 2013, leading sales in the non-fiction/essay 
category. The unexpected success of this exceptionally 
charming, 170-page book, which is a real pleasure to read, 
is essentially due to the lively and attractive approach 
devised by Antoine Compagnon. 

Antoine Compagnon is a graduate of Polytechnique, 
professor at the Collège de France, specialist in both Montaigne 
and Proust, and author of the now-classic book, LES 
ANTIMODERNES : in 40 chapters, with such universal themes 
as friendship (Montaigne’s with La Boétie), love, death, the 
futility of our weaknesses (« lying is an accursed vice ») and our 
sins, he offers us accessible interpretations and relevant 
commentary on the ESSAIS.  

Laura El Makki, & co  
UN ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST  

(One Summer with Proust) 
Les Équateurs, June 2014, 235 pages 

 

◊ 50,000 copies sold in France!  

◊ Rights sold to Sweden (Atlantis), The 
Netherlands (Athenaeum), Italy 
(Carocci), Greece (Patakis), Norway 
(Solum Forlag), Danemark (Kristelig 
Dageblat), China (Yilin Press), Japan 
(Kobun Sha) and Korea (Chaek-Se-
Sang). 

◊ “Always try to keep a patch of sky 
above your life” Proust wrote in 
Swann’s Way. Such is the aerial and 
stimulating ambition of this ÉTÉ 
AVEC PROUST. 

UN ÉTÉ AVEC PROUST is originally a series of radio 
broadcasts, produced by Laura El Makki, which aired 
during the summer of 2013 on France Inter.  

In Seach of Lost Time is an unclassifiable masterpiece, so 
deep that one reads and rereads it to find “the only life 
which can be said to be really lived” — that is to say 
literature. This book takes us to the salons of the Belle 
Epoque, to a beach in Normandy or to Venice. It 
questions the idea of living, of sudden memories, of the 
subtlety of human relationships and the ambiguity of the 
feeling of love. It also addresses the benefits of the 
imagination or the beauty of art. The reader can find in it a 
shelter for his own fantasies. He can also recognizes in it 
his own joys and fears and learn some truths about 
himself. 

Alongside Laura El Makki, eight novelists, biographers 
and scholars, all specialists of Proust — Antoine Compagnon, 
Raphaël Enthoven, Michel Erman, Adrien Goetz, Nicolas 
Grimaldi, Julia Kristeva, Jérôme Prieur, Jean-Yves Tadié — 
talk about the many aspects of Proust’s life and work. How to 
retain the passing of time? Why does love make you suffer? Is it 
possible to really know someone?  
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Pascal Quignard 
LA HAINE DE LA MUSIQUE 

(The Hatred of Music) 
Calmann Levy, January 1996 328 pages 

 

◊ French sales: Paperback (Folio) � 

◊ Foreign sales: � El Cuenco de Plata 
(Spanish Worldwide), EDT 
(Italian) �Franz (Korean) Suisei-Sha 
(Japanese) Yale University Press 
(English Worldwide) Henan UP 
(Simplified Chinese) 

A surprising and fascinating essay that guides us 
through a bright analysis on music, our relation to 
sounds and to silence. 

This book is composed of ten little tracts that calls on “the 
connections between music and the pain from the 
constantly surrounding sounds”. It may seem paradoxical 
from Pascal Quignard, in whose work music has a great 
significance. To explain this paradox Quignard analyses 
several founding myths, among which Saint Peter whose 
remorse was called up by a rooster’s crow or the sirens’ 
song in Ulysses’ odyssey ; but also the very origins of 
instruments, from their name to their production. He 
chooses the example of the zither, or khitara, made out of 
tortoise shell, sheep guts and cow skin, just like Ulysses’ 
killing bow. 

From the darkness of the first men’s cavern to the darkest 
pages of our history, the author shows us how music can 
be a source of pain. It can even become a slavery tool for, 
as Quignard explains, “musical rhythms captivate the 
body’s rhythms. (...) Hearing and obedience are 
connected. A conductor-leader, performers-subordinates, 
obedient people, such is the structure that is built by the 
execution of music. Wherever there is a leader and 
subordinates, there is music.” He reminds us that in the 
death camps du- ring the Second World War, prisoners 
went in gas chambers listening to music. Some conductors 
who came back from the camps, like Simon Laks, but also 
other people who had always loved music, like Primo Levi, 
have explained how music has become a suffering or 
related to the memory of this suffering. Thus, “the phrase 
Hatred of music is used to express how loathsome music 
can become even to who loved it most”. 

Pascal Quignard was born in 1948. He won the Prix 
Goncourt in 2002 with LES OMBRES ERRANTES (Grasset). 
He is the author of numerous novels, including TOUS LES 
MATINS DU MONDE (1991, Gallimard), TERRASSE À 
ROME (winner of the Grand Prix du Roman de l’Académie 
Française in 2000, Gallimard) and VILLA AMALIA (2006, 
Gallimard), and essays : PETITS TRAITÉS (1981, 1983, 1984, 
Clivages), LA LEÇON DE MUSIQUE (1987, Hachette), LE 
NOM SUR LE BOUT DE LA LANGUE (1993, P.O.L), LE 
SEXE ET L’EFFROI (1994, Gallimard). Passionately fond of 
music since his childhood, he plays cello and has founded the 
Baroque Opera and Theatre Festival in Versailles. 
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Andrew Rawson 

A CLASH OF THRONES  
The Power‐Crazed Medieval Kings, Popes and 

Emperors of Europe 
The History Press, November 2015, 176 pages 

 

◊ History without the boring bits, about 
the most “fashionable” era in the media 
today 

◊ While not an academic treatise, this 
medieval motley is written by an 
accomplished historian. 

◊ Covers the whole of Europe, not just 
Britain, to catch in the net every 
power-crazed plotter, from Sicily to 
Sweden. 

◊ 450 years of savagery, treachery, 
triumph and disaster. Welcome to the 
biggest group of conquerors, 
philanderers, murderers and back-
stabbers in history. 

In the same vein as All the Countries we’ve ever 
Invaded and Fortress Britain, this book will provide 
bite‐size chunks of skulduggery for the media to select. 

Starting with the Great Schism in 1053 and ending with 
the discovery of the New World in 1492, A Clash of Thrones 
shows how kings relied on military campaigns and political 
intrigue while the Popes exploited their power struggles to 
their own ends. Islamic infidels and heretical religions are 
attacked by crusades that were not entirely “Christian” in 
their moral outlook. From the Holy Roman Emperor to 
the Knights Templar, powerful men and organizations all 
vied for power and plunder. 

Each country has its history and legends. Murder, 
campaigns, politics, intrigue, torture, marriage; you had to 
master them all to become a successful king. Poisoning, 
plague, illness, accidents; you had to avoid them all to 
remain a successful king. Here are the lives and deaths of 
the most important people in medieval Europe; the Heirs 
and their Disgraces. 

Andrew Rawson is a freelance writer who has 25 books 
to his name. He has written eight books for Pen and Sword’s 
‘Battleground Europe’ series and three reference books for The 
History Press ‘Handbook’ series. He has edited Eyes Only: The 

Top Secret Correspondence between Marshall and Eisenhower and 
Organizing Victory: The War Conferences 1941– 1945. He has also 
volumes on the British Army’s 1914 campaign and the 1916 
battle of the Somme. He has a master’s degree with Birmingham 
University’s history department.  
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INVESTIGATIONS	 &	 TRUE	
STORIES	&	MEMOIRS		

Sylvain Balteau  
DOCTEUR FOURRURE  

(Dr. Fur) 
Les Arènes, April 2015, 190 pages 

 
◊ World English rights sold to Icon 

Books! 

◊ In the same vein as Martin Winckler’s 
LA MALADIE DE SACHS (Sachs 
Disease). 

◊ When you immerse yourself in the 
daily world of a vet, you get an insight 
into people’s lives. 

◊ A book you can’t put down: the 
professional life of a vet is the stuff of 
novels. 

◊ Very human stories which veer from 
laughter to tears, from tenderness to 
indignation. 

A whole host of anecdotes, from comedy to drama, 
and lessons in life written by a veterinarian.   These 
tales, by turns funny, moving and disturbing, teach us 
as much about humans as they do about animals. 

Thanks to his remarkable talent for storytelling, his tales 
are deeply moving: a grandad who turns up on Christmas 
Eve to put his ageing cat 'to sleep' and leaves with an 
animal in the best of health; a missing labrador who 
undergoes an emergency operation and then escapes in the 
middle of the night; a mare who draws her last breath 
gently beneath a tree; a one-eyed rat brought along 
secretly by a neighbour; a hamster brought along by a little 
girl without her parents knowing. 

Sometimes, it's like a vet version of one of those TV 
hospital dramas, with hunting dogs being torn apart by 
wild boar. Sometimes, there's a touch of Dr House, as with 
the infuriatingly irresponsible young man who has allowed 
his dog to suffer so much. 

The reality on being a vet:  a highly demanding profession, 
with a strong human dimension, full of despair and 
moments of beauty. 
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Benedetta Blancato 
ENFER FASHION  

(Fashion Hell) 
Calmann Levy, January 2016, 250 pages 

 
◊ In a close examination of the upheavals 

of the fashion industry on the 
international level, Benedetta Blancato 
gives us a scathing portrait of the 
world of modeling agencies, where 
moral harassment is the norm and 
financial stakes the bottom line.  

◊ Backed by a wealth of testimonials, the 
author breaks the law of silence to 
throw devastating light on the 
sprawling world of fashion. 

Former agent for a major Parisian modeling agency, 
Benedetta Blancato delves into the cutthroat world of 
fashion where young girls’ bodies are seen as mere 
objects to be sold to the highest bidder. 

Indeed, during the frenzy of Fashion Week, thousands of 
apprentice teenage models, seeking fleeting glory and 
rarely informed of their rights, are subject to enormous 
amounts of pressure and barely legal work practices. 
Bookers, busy kowtowing to powerful untouchable clients, 
are utterly indifferent to their plight. The waltz of models 
from Kiev to Paris and the financial interests of major 
groups guided by capital of often dubious origins are 
identical, the author further proves. 

The occasional scandal that comes to light in a business 
that dispassionately trades the bodies of young women is 
the mere tip of the iceberg.  

Benedetta Blancato is a fashion journalist. She makes 
regular contributions to Stylist, Lui, Les Inrocks, Vice Italie, 
Snatch, and Marie Claire Italie. Fashion Hell is her first book. 

 

 

 

Victoire Maçon Dauxerre 
JAMAIS ASSEZ MAIGRE  

(No Such Thing as Too Thin 
Journal of a Supermodel) 

Les Arènes, January 2016, 250 pages 

 

◊ 50,000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold: Germany (Piper Verlag) 
Italy (Chiarelettere), U.K/Word English 
(Harper Collins), Russia (Eksmo) 

◊ The uplifting story of a young woman 
who has chosen to embrace life. 

◊ The author lives in London. She 
speaks fluently English. 

◊ A hard-hitting exposé of the hidden 
face of fashion. 

◊ A book that explains how it is possible 
to fall into the spiral of anorexia. 

Former model Victoire Maçon Dauxerre’s account of 
the hidden face of fashion and her path to recovery 
from anorexia:  

In the summer of her 17th year, she became a model. Six 
months later, she participated in a fashion show in New 
York and became part of the highly select circle of the 20 
most in-demand supermodels in the world. 

But her dream ultimately led to anorexia and to hospital. 

We follow her as she strives to become ever thinner and 
we witness the psychological brainwashing meted out by 
the fashion executives and the photographers, who never 
cease to remind her that food is her enemy. 

Victoire Maçon Dauxerre was born in Paris in 1992. 
She is currently studying drama at an English school and 
learning her trade as an actress. 
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Mathias Malzieu 
JOURNAL D’UN VAMPIRE EN 

PYJAMA  
(Diary Of A Vampire In Pyjamas) 

Albin Michel, January 2016, 136 pages 

 

◊ Prix France Télévisions 2016. 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights already sold to: World English 
(Quercus, Hachette, Germany 
(Penguin Random House), World 
Spanish (Penguin Random House) & 
Italy (Feltrinelli). 

◊ Already over 100,000 copies sold in 
France! 

◊ On top of best-sellers lists since the 
release! 

◊ A fantastical approach of the disease 
full of light-hearted humor. 

◊ A beautiful, sincere and poetic writing 
style. 

◊ An emotional journey where the 
authors gives a very human account of 
his illness.  

◊ Mathias Malzieu’s both riveting and 
poetic memoir on life and death, is a 
unique feel good book that stays long 
after. 

After feeling suddenly very old and tired, Mathias, 40 
years old, discovers that he is suffering from bone 
marrow depression, which is draining his blood of its 
vital substances. The diagnosis process involves him 
being repeatedly stabbed in the chest with a stake-like 
instrument. He will need a bone marrow transplant and 
will now be reliant on the blood of other people to 
survive – Mathias realises he has become a real-life 
vampire.  
 
The author tells us his journey to recovery, which includes 
long periods of hospitalisation. And even when he is not in 
hospital, he must avoid physical strain and contact with 
others. Mathias is a man used to a 'rock'n'roll' lifestyle and 
has a girlfriend, so these strict requirements make his 

recovery process a living hell. In order to deal with his 
surreal new circumstances, Mathias retreats into the world 
of fiction. His new identity as a 'fragile monster' sends his 
imagination in all kinds of mythical directions and 
identifies with many characters from Robert Louis 
Stevenson's Jekyll and Hyde to F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
Benjamin Button.  

After months of chemotherapy and waiting, he undergoes 
the bone marrow transplant and survives. He is overjoyed 
to return to the 'land of the living', and grateful to all who 
have helped him along the way.  

Mathias Malzieu, musician and writer, is the lead 
singer of the French band Dionysos. His second book, LA 
MECANIQUE DU CŒUR (THE BOY WITH A CUCKOO-
CLOCK HEART) in 2007, sold more than a million copies and 
has been translated in 22 languages. 

 
« Mathias Malzieu a tiré de son expérience de la 

maladie un livre de bord poétique et décalé. » – Le Monde 
des Livres 

« Formidable roman d’aventures, qui ne tombe jamais 
dans le pathos, le morbide ou le tragique. Au contraire, 
l’auteur n’élude rien de ce qui lui arrive et transcende la 
maladie d’une plume poétique comme il l’a toujours 
fait. » –Le Parisien 
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Morgane Seliman 
IL M’A VOLÉ MA VIE 

(He Stole my Life) 
XO, April 2015, 240 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Poland (Amber) and 
Germany (Lübbe). 

◊ 5 reprints (22,000 copies!) 

◊ According to the UN, one woman over 
three is a victim of domestic violence. 

◊ Today in a shocking book, Morgane 
Seliman tells her story: the craziness, 
the violence, the imprisonment. She 
wants to speak for all those who 
haven’t yet found the courage to do so, 
to explain how, with help from 
associations, she was able to escape 
from hell. 

The moving testimony of Morgan, a victim of domestic 
violence. 

He called her “my love” and told her she was the most 
beautiful of all women. At 24 years old Morgane had 
finally found love. She was convinced: no other man could 
love her as much. They lived their love affair at 100 mph. 
Soulmates, Bonnie and Clyde... until the day that Morgane 
discovers she is pregnant. Rather than rejoice, her partner 
seems indifferent. He tells her it is her choice: keep the 
baby or abort. In reality, he finds Morgan’s decision to 
become a mother unbearable. At their son’s birth his gaze 
becomes crazy, hard. He becomes more and more violent. 

He decides to make Morgane his slave. He blames her for 
everything, hits her daily. Soon he plans his “punishments” 
in in terrifying countdown. Morgan plunges into hell, 
unable to react. One Sunday he beats her up in front of 
their son. This time she feels as though he could kill her. 
After four years under his control she finally finds the 
courage to call the police and turn in her torturer. 
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Joseph Schovanec 
L’AMOUR EN AUTISTAN  

(Love in Autistan) 
Plon, November 2015, 224 pages 

 
◊ Previous best-seller JE SUIS À 

L’EST! (“I Think Different!” 2012) 
sold in 6 countries: Germany, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, China, Czech 
Republic (Paseka). 

◊ Usually, love stories – that endless 
subject – are necessarily 
autobiographical. One way or another, 
they reflect the author’s past. 

How can an autistic person experience love? 

Sonia was one of those little girls who were headed for a 
cocoon. Her cocoon, or rather her office at one of the most 
prestigious colleges in America, became a world filled with 
numbers, graphs and complicated calculations. An ocean 
away, Emmanuel is standing on a soup line, patiently 
waiting for his dinner, with his sleeping bag slung over his 
back, in preparation for the freezing cold night that awaits 
him on the street. He too is thinking about the formulas he 
used to work on when he taught at Polytech. And 
especially about the conversations he used to have with 
Sonia. Her demonstrations were stunning. Like watching 
grand masters play chess. And the more he thinks about, 
the less easily he can fall asleep in his thousand-star hotel. 

Guillaume, on the other hand, isn’t afflicted with those 
issues. Well, not any more, anyway. He was another spacy 
child, and as a teen, he wrote bilingual, Old Chinese-to-
Chinese dictionaries. He sold his birthright for a nice 
house and a comfortable lifestyle. He maintains an 
appearance of normalcy, that is only partially forced. The 
woman he’ll meet won’t be autistic. But she’ll take him 
somewhere further than China. 

And they are all strangely similar. Exceptionally, in this 
book, the author talks about love like a person who has 
been blind from birth describing the colour red better than 
seeing person could. He acquires and weaves together 
dozens of authentic, surprising and disconcerting facts that 
trace the outlines of another world... all while inviting us 
to travel the roads of distant Autistan. 

Joseph Schonavec, 33, a person with autism and a 
chemical-straitjacket survivor, has been a poster boy for autism 
and difference. For many years, he has been travelling from town 
to town in order to soften the harsh life of people who think 
they’re normal, as well as the rest of us. His previous books 
published by Plon are the best- seller JE SUIS À L’EST ! (“I 
Think Different!” 2012) and ÉLOGE DU VOYAGE À 
L’USAGE DES AUTISTES ET DE CEUX QUI NE LE 
SONT PAS ASSEZ (“In Praise of Travel for People who Are 
Autistic and Those who Aren’t Autistic Enough”, 2014), and by 
First COMPRENDRE L’AUTISME POUR LES NULS 
(“Understanding Autism for Dummies”, 2015).  
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SCIENCE	

Jean-Pierre Mégnin  
LA FAUNE DES CADAVRES  

APPLICATION DE L'ENTOMOLOGIE 
À LA MÉDECINE LÉGALE 

(The fauna of dead bodies: Applying Entomology 
to Forensic Medicine) 

Belles Lettres/Klincksieck, November 2015, 186 pages 

 

◊ Reads like a novel. 

What insects profit from crime? A new illustrated 
edition of the seminal treatise on forensic entomology. 

In the first half of this ground-breaking treatise, 
entomologist Jean-Pierre Mégnin (1828–1905) provides 
an easily accessible summary of fifteen years of studies on 
the dating of a subject’s death based on observation of the 
latter’s cadavre, which numerous insect “squads” have 
visited at regular successive intervals. We thus follow, 
along with the author, the main phases of the invasion and 
destruction of the host by its “guests.” Such phases are 
enlightening from the dual vantage point of zoology and 
forensic science. 

The second half of the book includes nineteen forensic 
observations made by the author and a few other 
naturalists, which constitute excellent application 
examples. The book is illustrated with a dozen 
watercolours painted by Xavier Carteret as part of our 
edition. 

Jean-Pierre Mégnin (1828–1905), a French 
veterinarian and entomologist, specialises in the observation of 
necrophagous insects, the study of which makes it possible to 
date a subject’s death. He became President of the Entomological 
Society of France in 1879 and a member of the French Academy 
of Medicine in 1893. He also headed the Zoological Society of 
London in 1885. His notable works published between 1880 and 
1906 include: MALADIES PARASITAIRES CHEZ 
L’HOMME ET LES ANIMAUX DOMESTIQUES, LES 
INSECTES BUVEURS DE SANG and La FAUNE DES 
TOMBEAUX, prelude to the present work. 
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CINÉMA 

Olivier Cotte 
100 ANS DE CINÉMA D’ANIMATION  
(100 Years of Animated Films Throughout the 

World) 
Dunod, October 2015, 384 pages 

 

This work relates the fabulous history of animated film 
throughout the world, from its origins to today. 

All the techniques of animation and their history, from the 
magic lantern to digital 3D as well as Stop Motion and 
cellulose acetate are discussed. The work then proposes a 
trip around the world to discover the great creators and 
animation studios. The filmography of each is presented: 
its contribution to the history of animated cinema, its 
specific features, its emblematic characters… The work is 
richly illustrated: around 500 drawing and photographs. 

Olivier Cotte scriptwriter for comic strips, TV series, 
and short films, writer, animated films’ historian and film 
director. He has worked on numerous full length and animated 
films as well as on advertisements, and has collaborated with the 
CNC (National Centre of Cinematography), and various 
production companies as script doctor. He teaches directing and 
cinema at Gobelins, the school of image, at ESAG Penninghen 
(School of Design, Graphic Design, and Interior Architecture) 
and the ESRA (Superior School of Audiovisual Realisation). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivier Cotte, Jeanne-A Debats 
DARK VADOR CONTRE M. SPOCK.  
ETES-VOUS STAR WARS OU STAR 

TREK ?  
(Mr. Spock vs. Darth Vader. Are you Star Wars 

or Star Trek?) 
Dunod, August 2016, 224  pages 

 

◊ Star Trek (which is celebrating its 50 
years in 2016) and Star Wars, are 
undoubtedly two of the biggest sagas 
of science fiction cinema. Each of them 
is associated with very a distinct 
universe, constructed around specific 
characters, stories and environments.  

While there are many points of comparison, everything 
(many things to say the least) opposes them, from 
where originates the eternal question that has inflamed 
fans for decades: between Star Wars and Star Trek, 
which is the greatest saga of SF? 

To answer this question and try to separate the millions of 
fans throughout the galaxy, this book presents a 
comparison through 100 points, as many “rounds” of the 
match opposing the two giants. Flagship characters, 
spaceships, weapons, political regimes, costumes... all the 
aspects differentiating the two sagas are evoked with 
humour, sometimes irony but always with respect, 
combining serious information and trivial anecdotes. 
Marvellous illustrations by one of the authors, both 
filmmaker and illustrator, accompany the text. The reader 
is invited to vote at the end of each “round”, to count his 
points and decide between the two sagas at the end of the 
book.  
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PHILOSOPHY	&	RELIGION	&	
SPIRITUAL	LIFE	

Father Dominique-Marie Dauzet 
CLAIRE DE CASTELBAJAC QUE MA 

JOIE DEMEURE 
Claire de Castelbajac Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Presses de la Renaissance, January 2015, 248 pages 

 

◊ 18,000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic 
(Carmelite). 

◊ Claire de Castelbajac has gradually 
become greatly beloved in France and 
elsewhere, especially by young people. 
She seems to be a conduit for 
numerous acts of divine grace.  

◊ The diocesan investigation for her 
process of beatification was completed 
in February 2008. A commission was 
appointed to examine it at the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
in Rome on 3 June 2008. With no 
intention of predicting the 
congregation’s conclusions, the present 
book recounts Claire’s life path.  

◊ It is the first exhaustive biography 
based on in-depth research into the 
many sources of information available. 

The first biography of Claire de Castelbajac, whose 
brief and simple life was marked by an aspiration to 
sainthood. 

Born in 1953, Claire de Castelbajac impressed everyone 
who knew her with her love of life and her faith in God. 
As a student, she went beyond the conventions of France’s 

Catholic bourgeoisie: a musician with a gift for drawing, 
she knew first-hand how hard it was to truly love and be 
loved, and to remain true to the faith of her childhood 
during the effervescent period after the riots of May ‘68. 

In1973, she was accepted into a prestigious art-restoration 
institute and suddenly found far from her loved ones, in 
the midst of Rome’s artistic society. Claire found the 
freedom exhilarating. But between love and friendship, 
her heart was painfully searching for its true path. 

In the summer of 1974, she went on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, which brought her back to her intense 
spiritual quest. That autumn, she restored the frescoes of 
the lower basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi. Two months 
of grace that helped her find what she had been searching 
for: from then on, her life would be devoted to praising 
God. But over Christmas, she fell ill with 
meningoencephalitis and died just two weeks later. Claire 
died in Toulouse on 22 January 1975, at the age of 21. 

Born in 1961, Father Dominique-Marie Dauzet is a 
White Canon at the Abbey of Mondaye (Calvados, Normandy). 
With a master’s degree in theology and a doctorate in the history 
of religions from the École pratique des Hautes Études 
(Sorbonne), he is a professor at the Centre d’études théologiques 
in Caen. He has written numerous books of hagiography and 
history of spirituality, including La mystique bien tempérée 
(“The Well-Tempered Mystic”, Cerf, which won the Académie 
Française’s Cardinal Grente Award). 
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Serge Lafitte 
LA BIBLE ET LE CORAN  

(The Bible and the Coran) 
Presses de la Renaissance, November 2015, 165 pages 

	

◊ A clear and reader-friendly book that 
goes back to the roots of the three 
monotheistic religions by exploring 
their founding texts. 

◊ A historical, cultural and spiritual 
synthesis that aims at clarifying the 
links between three holy books and 
three traditions. 

In a reader-friendly approach and using historical, 
linguistic textual exegesis the author underlines the 
similarities and differences all three religions have, 
based on the Bible, the Coran and the Torah. 

Where do the Old Testament, the New Testament and the 
Coran come from? What do these three books, which are 
sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims contain? Who 
wrote them? For what purpose? How did they reach us? 
Who were Moses, Jesus and Mahomed? What role do 
these “Holy Books” play in Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam? What do they have in common? What are their 
differences? 

These are the questions – which interest both believers 
and sceptics – that Serge Lafitte, a renowned specialist in 
monotheistic religions, answers by presenting the founding 
texts and their histories. 

A journalist specialised in the field of religion, Serge 
Lafitte, a frequent contributor to Le Monde des religions, is the 
author of many books, including MAHOMET ET L’ISLAM 
DES ORIGINES (Plon, 2006) and CHIITES ET SUNNITES 
(Plon, 2007; new edition Presses de la Renaissance). 

 

 

 

Claire Marie 
COMMENT JE SUIS DEVENUE 

CHAMANE  
(Becoming A Shaman) 

Fayard, January 2016, 266 pages 

	
	

◊ A clinical psychologist discovers 
shamanism and decides to use it in 
therapeutic practice. 

◊ The very personal journey of a woman 
who managed to conciliate her 
Cartesian mindset with her sensitivity 
to the world of spirits. 

◊ Extracst from therapeutic sessions 
both ordinary and upsetting where the 
term “ loss of soul” is brightly 
highlighting. 

First occidental woman to become a Shaman, the 
psychologist Claire Marie unveils her initiation to 
shamanistic practices and demonstrates how useful it 
can be in today’s world 

Claire Marie is a hospital psychologist specialized in pain 
management. Her encounter, five years ago, with the 
Nahuatl Mexican tradition of medicine would transform 
her vision of life and her practice as a psychologist. She 
had always sensed that her body was a vehicle for 
messages, that it contained an energy she didn’t 
understand. Her initiation to shamanistic practices would 
allow her to enter the world of spirits, to commune with 
the trees, to talk to the elements and to visit the star Sirius, 
no less! 
From the viewpoint of a trained psychologist poking fun at 
her own improbable experiences, she gives us a humorous 
account of her spiritual journey. Indeed, during strange 
ceremonies Claire Marie can perform spirit retrieval, in a 
mere few sessions at times, and determine, through her 
shamanic abilities, what traditional analysis takes years to 
identify and seldom treats. 

Claire Marie, psychologist based in England, works at 
a hospital and has a private practice. She became a shaman five 
years ago. Becoming a Shaman is her first book. 
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Bernard Lecomte 
DICTIONNAIRE AMOUREUX DU 

PAPE 
(A Pope Lover’s Dictionary) 

Plon, March 2016, 640 pages  

 
◊ From the Avignon popes to those of 

Rome, from the fight against heresies 
to the struggle for temporal power, an 
original and passionate ABC of the 
oldest institutions on Earth: the 
papacy. 

Bernard Lecomte, an insider who knows all the secrets 
and arcane lore of the Vatican, gives readers an 
original and eye-opening tour behind the scenes of the 
Roman Curia. At a time when Pope Francis is 
immensely popular, a dictionary that fondly portrays all 
those who preceded him on the throne of Saint Peter. 

The history of the papacy as it has never been told! After 
spending more than ten years exploring the secrets of the 
Vatican, the journalist Bernard Lecomte takes us on an 
incredible ride into the heart of the largest and oldest 
institution in the world, the Catholic Church. In two 
thousand years, it has been led by some 266 popes. From 
Saint Peter to Pope Francis, these diverse characters – 
saints, martyrs, heroes, warlords, geniuses, cowards, 
tyrants, hedonists – embodied the Gospel, transmitted 
divine revelation, battled heresies, conquered territories, 
launched the Crusades, crowned emperors, inspired 
artists, resisted progress, preserved peace, caused 
controversy, and more. 

In his journalistic career BERNARD LECOMTE has 
worked at La Croix, L’Express and the Figaro Magazine, where he 
was editor in chief. Reporting on the Vatican down through the 
years, he developed a passion for the subject, on which he has 
written several reference books, including a biography of John 
Paul II (Gallimard), as well as LES SECRETS DU VATICAN 
(The Secrets of the Vatican) and LES DERNIERS SECRETS 
DU VATICAN (The Latest Secrets of the Vatican), both for 
Perrin.  

 

 

François Vayne 
MERCI FRANÇOIS  
(Thank You Francois !) 

 Presses de la Renaissance, March 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ Through interviews and anecdotes, the 
author also recounts the Vatican 
atmosphere, and the sometimes tense 
relationships between a progressive 
and merciful pope, and a hierarchical 
and often conservative Church 
institution. 

◊ A journalist and the communication 
manager of the Holy Sepulcher in the 
Vatican, François Vayne has followed 
the steps of pope Francis since 2013, 
whom he met personally a few times. 

Three years after the election of pope Francis, 
François Vayne journalist in the Vatican, draws the 
unprecedented portrait of this revolutionary supreme 
pontiff and his unrelenting concern for mercy.  

On March the 13th 2016, as the 3rd anniversary of his 
election will be celebrated, Vayne draws an exhaustive 
portrait of this progressive pope, unveiling the evolutions 
he triggered in fields as diverse as family, international 
diplomacy, the unity of the Christian community, the 
interreligious dialog, and many other. Thus showing that 
the 266th successor of Saint Peter - with mercy always in 
mind - is determined to elevate the Catholic Church up to 
the Scriptures’ expectations.	

A journalist and the Communications Manager of the 
Holy Sepulcher in the Vatican, an institution in charge of 
supporting the Christians of the Holy Land and of the Middle-
East, former Communications manager of Lourdes’Sanctuaries, 
François Vayne is the author of numerous books, including: 15 
days of prayer with Mary, and 15 days of prayer with Saint 
Bernadette, as well as John-Paul II, and the youth : World 
Youth Days.  
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PSYCHOLOGY	&	MEDECINE	
&	SELF-HELP	

Stéphane Clerget 
BIEN DANS SON ASSIETTE, BIEN 

DANS SA TÊTE ! 
(Healthy Eating Habits for a Healthy Mind !) 

Fayard, September 2016, 250 pages  

 

◊ Rights sold in Romania(Niculescu). 

◊ How do various nutriments either set 
off or repress particular emotions? 
Which foods affect which emotions, 
and more broadly, which food 
combinations, or even eating habits, 
can help regulate our moods? 

◊ An insightful look at food as an 
effective adjuvant treatment for minor 
psychological disorders. 

The impact of food on our senses, moods and morale 
has long been recognized. So has the notion of “nutri-
medicine.” This book looks at the direct impact of food 
on our emotions. 

Indeed, Hippocrates, in the fourth century BC, talked 
about the therapeutic virtues of food. In recent years, 
numerous studies have looked at the impact of nutrition on 
health, but mainly from the perspective of “cancer-
fighting” or preventing cardiovascular disease through 
heal- thier food, such as the Mediterranean diet. 

Stéphane Clerget is a psychiatrist. He is the author of 
Kilos émotionnels, comment s’en libérer and L’Amour �et les kilos. 

 

 

 

 

 

Frédéric Lenoir 
LA PUISSANCE DE LA JOIE  

(The Power Of Joy)  
Fayard, October 2015, 216 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in Romania (Philobia) and 
China (Yuan Liou) and Russia (Ripol). 

◊ Joy, you say, what do you mean? 

◊ What’s the difference between joy, 
pleasure, and happiness? 

◊ Are there different kinds of joy? 

◊ Can we learn to be joyful, or is it 
pretty much a question of disposition 
and genes?  

◊ Can joy be felt alongside suffering and 
sadness? 

In the present philosophical essay, Frédéric Lenoir 
looks for answers and refers to three basic forms of 
joy: the joy of living, the joy of being oneself, and the 
joy of being connected to the world and to others. 

Through numerous concrete examples, as well as his own 
experience, Lenoir compiles a list of different kinds of joy: 
the joy of creating, making progress, and fulfillment; the 
joy of loving, possessing, and contemplating. In so doing, 
he demonstrates that though joy is involuntary and cannot 
be imposed, it is contingent to a particular environment, 
one that we owe to ourselves to promote by taking part 
willingly and being grateful in life, by opening our hearts, 
by staying in tune to our feelings, and by being attentive to 
others and to the world around us... 

Philosopher and a sociologist Frédéric Lenoir is an 
associate researcher at the Ecole de hautes etudes en sciences 
sociales (EHESS). He is also the author of numerous essays and 
novels that have been translated into over twenty languages, 
including his best-selling DU BONHEUR (Fayard, 2013), 
300,000 copies sold in France. 
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Professeur Hugues Duffau 
L’ERREUR DE BROCA 

(The Secret Of Human Intelligence) 
Michel Lafon, January 2016, 288 pages 

 

◊ Pioneer in neurosurgery, the author 
looks back over his path full of pitfalls 
in a book that the reads as a novel. 

◊ The visionary surgeon’s fight against 
medical conservatism. 

◊ A text full of hope and energy, 
explaining a scientific and spectacular 
technique but also describing some of 
the most spectacular cases the 
Professor Duffau has treated. 

In this science-popularization book, the author offers a 
new vision of the brain, bringing hope to the patients 
and innovation to the medical world. 

Initially criticized for his use of awake brain surgery, 
Professor Duffau is now acclaimed worldwide and seen as 
an authority on that spectacular technique, which involves 
removing patients’tumors without putting them to sleep. 
Through his operations and analyses of neuron 
connections, he has been able to demonstrate that not only 
is the brain capable of regenerating itself through 
neuroplasticity, its areas are not at all static. They 
intercommunicate, adapt and reorganize themselves 
depending on the patient’s experience or pathology. 
Although it was previously thought that a patient suffering 
from a brain lesion in what is known as Broca’s area 
would no longer be able to speak or would suffer from 
serious dysfunctions, the brain has been shown to rebuild 
connections to enable the transmission of messages.  

That has enabled the professor to operate on patients with 
serious tumors while still preserving their quality of life, 
judgement or talent for painting or dancing. Professor 
Duffau looks back over the most spectacular cases he has 
treated, as well as the promising potential of his work on 
the treatment of autism, epilepsy and certain mental 
disorders.  

 Professor Hugues Duffau is a brain surgeon. He leads 
the Department of Neurosurgery at the University Hospital 
Center of Montpellier, France, and specializes in operations on 
brain tumors (glioma) and awake brain surgery. Winner of the 

Herbet Olivecrona medal (the equivalent of the Novel Prize for 
Medicine), his operations and initiatives all over the world are 
the subject of international conferences and papers in 
distinguished scientific journals, such as Brain, Science, etc. 
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Anaël Assier & Soizic Michelot  
COMMENT NE PAS FINIR COMME 

TES PARENTS 
(Overly stressed teenagers) 
Les Arènes, May 2016, 272 pages 

 

◊ A variety of resources (observations, 
reflections, very simple theoretical 
frameworks).  

◊ A method which helps people to relate 
creatively to their intentions, their 
emotions, their thoughts and, more 
generally, to all the situations which 
life brings up.  

◊ Guided meditations (available on CD, 
MP3 or as a download) to be practised 
in conjunction with reading the book.   

◊ The first self-help book focusing on 
mindfulness (and on life) which has 
been specifically designed for 15 to 25-
year-olds. 

◊ A lesson in the �art of living based on 
consideration, respect, humour and 
relaxation. 

This book approaches these turbulent experiences 
with clarity and flexibility through a discipline which is 
as old as time: meditation. We learn how to convert 
failures into opportunities through: 

The transition from childhood to adulthood is difficult. It 
is a time when self- 

criticism, the first major life challenges and a fear of being 
judged by others combine with all kinds of existential 
thoughts, such as “what is the point of life?”, “I will never 
make it” and “I’m not up to it”. And yet no one explains to 
teenagers how to confront these issues. 

Illustrations are provided �by Pénélope Bagieu, who has 
made a name for herself with her fascinating blog Ma vie 
in which she humorously depicts experiences drawn from 
her everyday life. 

Anaël Assier & Soizic Michelot have been practising 
meditation since adolescence. Nearly twenty years on, they are 

both now teachers of adults and teenagers in the healthcare, 
business and education sectors. This manual is the fruit of their 
experiences and interactions with young people.  
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Jean-Claude Kaufmann 
CASSEROLES, AMOUR ET CRISES - 

CE QUE CUISINER VEUT DIRE 
(Pots and Pans, Love and Crises. The Meaning 

of Cooking) 
April 2015, 384 pages 

 

◊ �Rights on the first edition sold to: 
Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Macao, 
Poland, Romania, Taiwan, Turkey and 
the UK. 

◊ The sociologist of the inner-self 
presents: the conjugal comedy, a study 
of mores, sometimes romantic, 
sometimes dramatic, sometimes 
analytical. And at the end of this 
journey you just might have come to 
see the joys of living a life as part of a 
couple. 

�The dining table is a little family theatre with its joys 
and crises where each member has a role in a 
scenario (“tell me about your day”). It is a face-to-face 
interaction that brings out the best and the worst, an 
ordeal by truth, which reveals the true state of conjugal 
and parental relationships.  

The author takes us behind the scenes into the kitchen. He 
takes us inside the head of the cook where we become 
privy to his/her innermost and often contradictory 
thoughts. Get the chore done by throwing something 
together or go to the effort of preparing something 
wonderful? A difficult question because it is not only a 
question of making something to eat but also a question of 
creating a social link. Jean-Claude Kaufmann shows how, 
in an astonishing way, the family shapes itself with its own 
hands. He, in his unique way, mixes lively accounts 
(where we all recognise ourselves) and pointed analysis 
that is nourished by an easy to digest wealth of knowledge. 
Not to mention his delightful pen. A real feast. 

Jean-Claude Kaufmann, the sociologist of the inner-
self, presents: The CONJUGAL COMEDY, a study of mores in 
five seasons, sometimes romantic, sometimes dramatic, 
sometimes analytical. And at the end of this journey you just 
might have come to see the joys of living a life as part of a couple. 
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Nicolas Beaujouan 
JE COMPRENDS RIEN AUX MATHS 
I’ve never understood anything about... ...But 

this I Understand!” Series 
First, October 2015, 128 pages 

   

Serious but not boring, this series will open the doors 
of knowledge to you! 

I’ve never understood anything about 
Mathematics  

But this I Understand! 
You will finally understand and like �mathematics thanks to 
this title. �You will get all the basics and all �the other 
complicated stuff as well! �As governing principle, a family 
of 3 children which we follow from birth to adulthood: you 
will realize just how present mathematics are in your daily 
life! 

François Sauvageot is a University mathematics 
Professor. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas Beaujouan 
JE COMPRENDS RIEN À 

L’ÉCONOMIE 
I’ve never understood anything about economics  

But this I Understand! 

 
Nicolas Beaujouan is an illustrator and independent 

graphic designer, author of a book about Geek attitude (Robert 
Laffont). 

Are you lost and do not always make sense of what is 
going on in the world? The word “economics” frightens 
you. Author Gilles Raveaud and illustrator Nicolas 
Beaujouan promise to help you understand and like 
economics. 128 illustrated pages which will explain to you 
how our economy works and the great theories that 
govern the world. 
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ILLUSTRATED	

Marion Godfroy & Xavier Dectot  
Illustrations by Lucille Clerc 

L’HISTOIRE PASSE À TABLE 
50 repas qui ont fait le monde 

(Sitting Down to History’s Table: 50 Meals that 
Made the World) 

Payot, September 2016 300 pages 

 

◊ Historical culinary anecdotes drawn 
from hitherto unpublished archives.  

◊ A beautiful book, with an elegant 
layout and original illustrations. � 

L’Histoire passe à table, 50 repas qui ont fait le monde 
brings French and world history to life through a series 
of historical breakfasts, lunches, dinners and suppers, 
from Antiquity to the present. Close your eyes, breathe 
deep... and bon appétit!     

Did you know that Benjamin Franklin, the first American 
Ambassador to France, ate asparagus with his fingers, 
shocking Parisian high society? That the Marquis de Sade 
left a delicious recipe for “sadistic” cutlets that will make 
your dinner guests blush with delight? That it is far more 
chic to flip Elisabeth of Austria’s pannequets – preferably 
with a gold coin in the other hand – than boring old 
crepes? That at Napoleon’s grandest dinner party they 
didn’t serve his favorite dish, Marengo Chicken? That in 
1942, Churchill was sent home with a picnic basket 
packed by Stalin? And that De Gaulle went out of his way 
to try to please a perfidious Jacqueline Kennedy? Or that 
Alain Ducasse committed an embarrassing culinary gaffe 
at a state dinner in Versailles in honor of the Chinese 
president? �  

Marion GODFROY is an associate researcher at the 
CNRS (French Center for Scientific Research).  

Xavier DECTOT was the first Director of the Louvre 
Museum in Lens, and is now at the head of the prestigious 
National Museum of Scotland, in Edinburgh. These two old 
friends, who are both serious foodies, had already committed a 
book together. They have returned to the scene of the crime with 
this new gem. 

Lucille CLERC is a French illustrator living in 
London. She is notably the author of the drawing with the 
pencils in response to the Charlie Hebdo attack. 

« Ce livre d’histoire anecdotique et gastronomique n’a 
pas la prétention de nous faire entrer dans la cuisine 
politique du passé mais  il justifie à sa façon une 
nouvelle expression : la faim justifie les moyens. » – 
Livres Hebdo 
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Nicolas Jacquet 
ET LOUIS XIV RÊVA... VERSAILLES  

(Versailles, the Dream of a King) 
Michel Lafon, November 2015, 192 pages 

 

◊ OFFICIAL PARTNERSHIP WITH 
CANAL + (broadcaster and producer 
of VERSAILLES’ first season, the most 
prestigious TV series in the history of 
France) 

◊ The launching and broadcasting of 
Canal + highly anticipated TV series 
Versailles, budgeted at 27 million 
euros (twice the budget of Downton 
Abbey!). The first two episodes were 
directed by Jalil Lespert (Yves Saint 
Laurent). The visual on the book cover 
will be based on the TV series’, which 
will be advertised everywhere in 
France from September.  

◊ There is already a significant 
publishing production on 
Versailles, but none of these are as 
exhaustive in this price range (only 
short guide books or large and very 
expensive art books). 

Little remains of the Sun King’s private moments. What 
he left behind is an image of grandeur and authority 
inevitably influenced by the concepts of absolute 
monarchy and military glory. The palace of Versailles 
is the proof and the crown jewel of this incomparable 
policy, a world where the perfection of the arts was put 
at the service of pure magnificence. And yet behind 
the glowing gold of the Hall of Mirrors hides a different 
Versailles, more intimate, closer to the personality of 
his master.  

History is filled with images, with paintings and 
testimonies exposing a new perspective on the man Louis 
XIV was – a man who grew up, and loved, and aged 
between those walls. The life of the Sun King becomes a 
powerful story, an extraordinary historical fresco, from the 
moment he rose and until he set. 

Richly illustrated, this beautiful book unveils an original, 
unexpected, long-lost Versailles. This three-act adventure 

takes the reader, as would a play, to unique visual 
ambiances retracing the tastes and loves of the king at 
different stages of his life; explains, too, how this palace 
has grown to become the great Versailles that Louis XIV 
has bequeathed to posterity. Because this passionate ruler 
has shaped not one, but several successive Versailles: one 
for young loves and parties; another, glimmering, 
exuberant and baroque, of a thirty-year old king; and 
finally the Versailles of the Marquess of Maintenon, the 
queen of shadow – an ode to eternity. 

Art and architectural historian Nicolas Jacquet is the 
author of several renowned art books, including SECRET AND 
PECULIAR VERSAILLES, SECRETS AND CURIOSITIES 
OF THE GARDENS OF VERSAILLES, and PRIVATE 
VERSAILLES (éditions Parigramme). 
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