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FICTION 

BEST-SELLERS 

Izner, Claude: LES ANNÉES FOLLES À PARIS (ROARING TWENTIES IN PARIS) 
(Univers Poche, 2 titles available) 

Investigations to the beat of jazz and foxtrot. 

Paris in the 20’s. Jeremy Nelson, a young american, has come to the capital to find some answers about 
his father and his roots. But he seems attracted to troubles as everywhere he goes he is confronted to mysterious 
deaths. 

Claude Izner is the pen name of two sisters, Liliane Korb and Laurence Lefèvre, who are both second-
hand booksellers along the Seine. 

“A delightful and incredibly accurate reconstruction of Paris at the time of the Roaring Twenties.” 
Biba 

Artus, Isabelle: LA PETITE BOUTIQUE JAPONAISE (THE LITTLE JAPANESE 
SHOP) 
(Edito editions/Mon Agent, April 2016, 310 pages) 
English sample chapter available! 

Ø French feel-good at it’s best with a Japanese twist.  

Ø A very rare jewel: an exotic journey into Japanese culture and traditions, as well as a search for 
identity! 

A Parisian geisha looks for her samurai. 

Pamela's aim in life is to become an accomplished geisha. Waitress in a Chinese restaurant in the 
Parisian suburbs, she meets doctor Atsuro, owner of a small bonsai's shop. After a bleak childhood in Brittany 
suburb of St-Brieuc punctuated by TV series such as Kung Fu, Thad has become the henchman of a Japanese 
general. Thad and Pamela are made for each other and between them it is love at first sight. But one day Thad 
disappears, leaving behind him an enigmatic letter and an heartbroken Pamela. The brave geisha does not 
hesitate to leave to Tokyo to look for her warrior. But to find her lover, she will have to learn more about herself 
and to live many amazing adventures in the Land of the Rising Sun. 

Isabelle Artus works for a perfume company. LA PETITE BOUTIQUE JAPONAISE is her first novel! 

Rights sold in: France (Flammarion), Germany (Piper), Spain (Salamandra), Italy (La Nave di 
Teseo), French Canada (Edito), the Netherlands (Wereldbibliotheek), Czech Republic (Argo). 

Darrieussecq, Marie: ÊTRE ICI EST UNE SPLENDEUR (BEING HERE IS A 
SPLENDOUR) 
(POL, March 2016, 155 pages) 
45,000 copies sold in France  

Ø The life of Paula Modersohn-Becker, a major, visionary figure in German expressionism. 
Inspired by Matisse and Picasso, she was close to Rodin, Rilke and the Nabi movement. 

Ø A woman who flew in the face of the conventions of her time, choosing to focus on her career as 
an artist rather than to embrace her destiny as a wife and mother. 

Ø A clear, insightful and enjoyable style that suits the rich and fascinating life of the artist it 
describes perfectly. 

The life of Paula Modersohn-Becker, a brilliant, independent-minded artist who contributed 
extraordinary masterpieces to German avant-garde painting. Marie Darrieussecq describes this talented woman 
with such insight that she brings us into the artist’s inner circle. 
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Paula Modersohn-Becker only wanted to be a painter. Her best friend was Rilke. She didn’t really enjoy 
being married. She liked rice pudding, apple sauce, walking in heathland, Gauguin, Cézanne, swimming in the 
sea, being naked in the sun, reading whereas earning money. She may have wanted a child – her letters and 
diaries are ambiguous about it. She has been here for real, from 1876 to 1907. 

Paula Modersohn-Becker will be exhibited at the Modern Art Museum in Paris in 2016. 

Marie Darrieussecq was born in 1969 in the Basque Country. She’s a writer and a psychoanalyst. She 
won the Prix Médicis with her last novel IL FAUT BEAUCOUP AIMER LES HOMMES published in 2013. 

Rights sold in: Netherlands (Arbeiderspers), UK/Australia (Text Publishing), Denmark (Tiderne 
Skifter), Sweden (Norstedts) & China (SDX Joint Publishing), USA (Semiotext). 

“On comprend vite ce qui a fasciné l’écrivaine dans cette figure de femme artiste: création au féminin, 
corps et maternité, il est facile de voir ce qui résonne.” Livres Hebdo 

“Read between the lines, this very beautiful text is as a feminist manifesto, constantly questioning the 
place of women in art.” Les Inrockuptibles 

“A magnetic portrait of a woman which takes shape through the seemingly simple, but always so 
beautiful, writing of Marie Darrieussecq.” Vogue 

“Being here is so much is a biography full of life force, gracefully drafted in the present tense, in the 
form of paragraphs retracing Paula’s short life. Dazzling!” Elle 

Djavadi, Négar: DÉSORIENTALE (DISORIENTAL) 
(Liana Levi, August 2016, 352 pages) 
60,000 copies sold!  
English full translation available 
Best first novel of the year 2016 according to Lire magazine.  

Ø A book that tells the history of former Persia through the prism of several generations of a 
family that lived through – or was subjected to – the modern nation’s founding events, 
introducing us to a culture that is different from our own. 

Ø Fascinating events and figures from recent Iranian history that are little known in the Western 
world. 

Ø The book’s atmosphere allows readers to see the world through the narrator’s eyes: from idyllic, 
pre-revolutionary Iran, to life as a refugee, including the harrowing passage of the Turkish 
border, to Paris’s working-class neighborhoods – and other ones where anything goes – in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

In a similar vein to Marjane Satrapi’s PERSEPOLIS and Virginie Despentes’ VERNON SUBUTEX, this 
book portrays Iran’s complicated, often wrenching history through the fate of a young Iranian woman who was 
forced by events to leave her country. 

Present-day Paris: Sitting in the waiting room at Cochin Hospital, Kimiâ, who is about to undergo 
artificial insemination, is thinking about her family history, from her paternal grandmother’s birth in a harem to 
her own escape from war-torn Iran with her mother and sisters. In this way, she paints the portrait of a 
fascinating man, a politically committed journalist, and a fair-minded but taciturn person – her father – while 
telling the story of her native land through a description of the time when life was sweet there. Kimiâ also 
considers her own past, including her journey of self-discovery, and the reasons why she has decided to have a 
child with her girlfriend. 

Négar Djavadi offers readers a book brimming with social, political and identity issues, which 
reverberate brilliantly through the narrator’s memories, which she sifts through carefully, providing subtle 
touches that bring the characters and their world to life. 

Négar Djavadi is a screenplay writer and a film and stage director. DESORIENTALE is her first novel. 

Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), US/UK (Europa), Spain (Malpaso) and Germany (C. H. Beck). 

“Un rythme vif et mordant pour signer un roman plein d’énergie.” Le Figaro Littéraire 

“Désorientale séduit à plus d’un titre. Que ce soit par sa force narrative, tenue par un art consommé de 
la disgression, des changements de ton et de rythme, que par la justesse de ses themes et la justesse de son 
regard critique.” Le Monde des Livres 
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“Histoire romanesque en diable, pleine de disgressions délicieusement orientales et dont la mélancolie 
est contrebalancée par un humour rocambolesque, tient les lecteurs en haleine.” Télérama 

“On crie, on pleure, on ment, on rit, mais on meurt aussi dans ce livre qui se moque bien de la 
linéarité.” Lire 

“Ample fresque politique, historique et intimiste, Désorientale séduit par sa liberté, sa puissance, son 
soufflé et son intelligence. Une véritable réussite!” Page des Libraires 

Gaudé Laurent: ÉCOUTEZ NOS DÉFAITES (LISTEN TO OUR FAILINGS) 
(Actes Sud, August 2016, 288 pages)  
130,000 copies sold 
N°4 on the bestseller’s list! 

Ø A book that intertwines the voices and thoughts of five characters, both historical and fictive, 
with verve and finesse 

Ø A journey through critical moments of ancient and contemporary history: from the bloody 
battles of the American Civil War to Hannibal’s failed attempt to conquer Rome via ISIS’s 
destruction of archeological sites. 

Ø A confrontation of crucial fates, showing what led to and followed key personal or historical 
defeats. 

Ø Reflections on people’s relationship to their land, from the more circumscribed ancient world of 
conquests, to our more-globalized contemporary world, with its striking differences between 
countries 

Hannibal, General Grant, an Iraqi woman archaeologist, a French secret-service agent, Haile 
Selassie… five characters from four different time periods, whose stories intertwine. We meet the characters at 
crucial points in their lives: a decisive battle, a turning point, a change of attitude towards their mission, the 
destruction of historic sites by ISIS… They all have to face defeats which they must overcome, or which will 
radically change their goals. They each have a powerful impact on their environment, their times and their 
lands, which also mark their own identities. Readers accompany them through a fateful period in their lives.  

Assem, a wearied French intelligence officer is sent to Beirut in search of a former member of the elite 
American commandos suspected of involvement in trafficking deals. He meets Mariam, an Iraqi archaeologist 
trying to save treasures from the museums of bombed cities, and the brevity of their time together is matched 
only by the seismic power of its impact. Their separate trajectories mirror each other and are punctuated by the 
epic tales of past heroes – General Grant crushing the Confederates, Hannibal marching on Rome, Haile Selassie 
standing up to fascist invaders... 

A troubled, melancholy novel that asserts the inanity of every war, and proclaims that only humanity 
and beauty are worth dying for. 

A writer of novels, short stories and plays, Laurent Gaudé won the Goncourt des Lycéens 2002 for LA 
MORT DU ROI TSONGOR and the Prix Goncourt 2004 for LE SOLEIL DES SCORTA. In 2010, OURAGAN 
was voted the bookshops’ favourite French novel of the “rentrée littéraire”, DANSER LES OMBRES (January 
2015 sold more than 65 000 copies) and POUR SEUL CORTÈGE (August 2012 sold more than 100 000 
copies). His works are translated all over the world.  

Rights sold: World English (Europa), Portugal (Porto Editora), Spain (Navona editorial.) and 
Italy (Edizioni E/O). 

“Laurent Gaudé maîtrise l’art de mettre en scène de nombreux personnages que tout sépare en 
apparence, de les faire dialoguer et de tisser le tout en une trame romanesque qui n’a de complexe que 
l’apparence, tant est grande sa virtuosité.” Magazine Littéaire 

“Laurent Gaudé brasse subtilement les siècles et les guerres pour mieux comprendre l’Histoire et la 
folie contemporaine.” L’Express 

“Comment sauver les traces de nos civilisations, dans ces zones du Proche-Orient où Daech éructe de 
‘la jouissance de pouvoir effacer l'Histoire’ ? Ajoutez une aventure amoureuse (...) et vous obtenez un roman 
poétique, stratégique, sensuel et radical.”  Lire 
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Gounelle, Laurent: ET TU TROUVERAS LE TRÉSOR QUI DORT EN TOI (AND 
YOU’LL FIND YOUR INNER TREASURY) 
(Kero, October 2016, 336 pages) 
200,000 copies sold! 

Ø Setting religion as background, Laurent Gounelle brings back his favourite topic in his new 
book: the quest of well-being. 

Ø A heroin rooted in her time and society who proves that self-fulfilment is not a quest only 
reserved to philosophers or religious people. 

Ø Laurent Gounelle is the 7th bestselling French author; his books were sold at 2,500,000 copies in 
2015 in France. 

After the bestseller LE JOUR OÙ J’AI APPRIS À VIVRE, Laurent Gounelle offers a new novel in which 
the reader discovers the world of spirituality and the teachings of the major religions through the character of 
Alice, a pragmatist who is about to plunge headfirst into the meaning of self-fulfilment. 

Alice, 35, crisis manager, commits to help her childhood friend, Jérémie, a priest, in bringing the 
faithful back to the local church that has long been deserted. To her amazement, she discovers the unsuspected 
wealth and inner richness human beings can possess if only they allow themselves to be open to finding them.  

She tries to understand the evangiles’ message by looking into what religions such as Taoism, Hinduism 
or even Astronomy have in common, thus transforming this marketing challenge into a quest of finding what the 
guiding principle of every religion is. Imperceptibly her own view of what makes a fulfilled life changes. 

Laurent Gounelle is the author of 4 previous bestselling novels. In his latest moving and thought-
provoking work he uses the treasure trove of Buddhism, Hinduism and the monotheistic religions to show his 
readers a path to spiritual freedom and joy. 

Rights sold in: Korea (Yolimwon), Italy (La Nave di teseo), Slovakia (Citadella), Germany 
(Droemer Knaur), Turkey (Pegasus), Bulgaria (Colibri), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Czech Republic 
(Rybka), Lebanon (Centre culturel arabe – beyrouth), Spain (Roca), USA & GB (Little Brown). 

French rights sold to: book-club edition, audio-book edition, large-print edition 

“C’est le livre de la rentrée littéraire qu’on attendait: passionné de philosophie et de psychologie, 
Laurent Gounelle revient avec un roman initiatique. Une lecture surprenante et percutante qui ne manquera pas 
de réveiller nos consciences.” Fémininbio 

Joncour, Serge: REPOSE-TOI SUR MOI (RELY ON ME) 
(Flammarion, August 2016, 432 pages) 
Longlisted for the Prix du Style, Prix Landerneau, Prix Interallié and Prix Jean Giono. 
26,000 copies sold! 

Ø L'AMOUR SANS LE FAIRE and L'ÉCRIVAIN NATIONAL are being adapted into films.  

Ø Unforgettable characters with whom we cannot fail to relate. 

In this great novel of love and unrest, Serge Joncour collides today’s world and the intimate universe. 
He sheds some light on our rival aspirations — city and country, solidarity and selfishness — against the 
backdrop of the general disorder at play in our society, where, in the end, loving seems to be the ultimate form of 
resistance. 

Aurore is a reknowed fashion designer and Ludovic a former farmer working in debt recovery. They 
don't seem to have anything in common apart from a peculiar problem: crows have taken up residence in the 
courtyard of their old Paris building. She is terrified of them, when her fiery neighbour would know how to 
eliminate them. For this young woman who both puzzles and repels him, he is going to kill them. This first step 
will lead them on a strenuous path, which from complicity to love, will make them venture away from their 
sensible daily routine.  

Serge Joncour is the author of ten books, including UV (Prix France Télévision 2003), L'IDOLE (2005), 
COMBIEN DE FOIS JE T'AIME (2008), L'HOMME QUI NE SAVAIT PAS DIRE NON (2010), L'AMOUR 
SANS LE FAIRE (2012) and L'ÉCRIVAIN NATIONAL (2014). 
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“Cet auteur magique et malicieux sait comme personne évoquer la vie contemporaine et ses 
contradictions, les peurs sociales et la beauté des âmes. Il décrit le vertige amoureux et la force des apparences 
sans élever le ton, gardant ce pétillement de la phrase qui permet de glisser du sourire aux larmes.” Télérama 

“La plus belle histoire d'amour de cette rentrée littéraire.” RTL 

“Serge Joncour nous propose le roman fort d’une époque aux accents chabroliens, dans laquelle 
l’amour a encore toute sa place à condition de savoir jouer des coudes pour s’en approcher.” Pages des 
Libraires 

Legardinier, Gilles: LE PREMIER MIRACLE (THE FIRST MIRACLE) 
(Flammarion, October 2016, 528 pages) 
French sales: 169 442 copies sold 

Ø Wit, adventure and a riveting plot take us to the very edge of the mysteries that lie within science 
and history. 

Ø Author, screenwriter, producer and director, Gilles Legardinier is always eager to create 
emotions that we can share. 

With his new novel, Gilles Legardinier brings together for the first time all the skills that have led him 
to become an exceptional best-selling author.  

Karen Holt is no ordinary intelligence service agent. Benjamin Horwood is an academic who doesn't 
really know where he stands anymore. While she's investigating a series of spectacular thefts of historical 
artefacts, carried out across the world, he's spending his holidays in France retracing the steps of a lost love. 

When the venerable historian who was helping Karen hunt down the unconventional thieves dies in 
mysterious circumstances, she has no other choice but to recruit Ben, even if it’s definitely not what he'd have 
chosen. What they are about to experience will turn their lives upside down. What they are about to discover will 
fascinate them. What they are about to face could easily destroy them... 

After working on international movie sets Gilles Legardinier now dedicates himself to novel-writing. 
He writes in a wide variety of genres and has notably won renown for the thrillers L’EXIL DES ANGES (Prix 
SNCF du polar 2010) and NOUS ÉTIONS LES HOMMES (2011), and for comedies which earned him a 
resounding success both in France and abroad, DEMAIN J’ARRÊTE ! (2011), COMPLÈTEMENT CRAMÉ ! 
(2012), ET SOUDAIN TOUT CHANGE (2013), ÇA PEUT PAS RATER ! (2014) and QUELQU’UN POUR 
QUI TREMBLER (2015). Four of his novels are currently being made into films.  

Rights sold in: Spanish (HarperCollins). 

Madjidi, Maryam: MARX ET LA POUPÉE (MARX AND THE DOLL)  
(Via Mon Agent & Cie, January 2017, 216 pages) 
20,000 copies sold in France! 
Prix Goncourt du Premier Roman 2017! 

In this novel, the author tells with  humour and tenderness how roots can be a burden, yet also means of 
socialization, and even weapons of massive seduction. This is her personal story of exile and yet it resonates as 
universal in a powerful and elegant literary style. 

From her mother's womb, Maryam saw the first hours of the Iranian revolution. Six years later, she 
joined her father in exile in Paris. Through the memories of her early years, Maryam recounts the abandonment 
of the country, the remoteness of her family, the loss of her toys - given to the children of Teheran under the 
injunction of her Communist parents - of her language for the benefit of the French which she will alternately 
reject, then adopt frantically, to the point of leaving her native language for many years. In this novel that can be 
read as a tale as well as a diary, Maryam Madjidi tells with humor and tenderness the roots as a burden, a means 
of socialization, and even a weapon of seduction. 

Maryam Madjidi was born in 1980 in Tehran, and leaves Iran at the age of six to live in Paris. Today, 
she teaches french to isolated foreign minors. She spent four years in Beijing and two years in Istanbul, and is 
now back in Paris. Marx et la poupée is her first novel. 

Rights sold in: Italy (Bompiani), Arabic (Centre culturel Arabe), Germany (Aufbau), Greece, 
(Psychogios), Romania (Casa cartii de stiinta), Serbia (Albatros), Canada (Heliotrope), Turkey (Profil), 
Spain (Minuscula) 
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 “Dans son premier roman, Maryam Madjidi raconte sa jeunesse iranienne, puis son exil en France : 
son autobiographie met à jour les blessures d’une famille déracinée.” Grazia 

“Maryam Madjidi "voudrait semer des histoires dans les oreilles de tous les êtres". Elle réussit 
parfaitement ce pari.” Livres Hebdo 

“Maryam Madjidi cherche sa langue à elle, une langue qui lui permettra de déterrer les morts et 
d’écrire au plus près d’elle-même : sa langue d’écrivain.“ Le Monde des livres 

Reinhardt, Eric: L'AMOUR ET LES FORÊTS (LOVE AND FORESTS) 
(Gallimard, September 2014, 360 pages) 
Roman des Étudiants France Culture - Télérama 2015 
Prix Renaudot Des Lycéens 2014 
Prix Roman France Télévisions 2014 
216,000 copies sold!  

 A poignant account of a feminine emancipation, L'amour et les forêts is a fascinating text, in which the 
will to be free stands against debasement, and the novel remarkably grasps a true event to impose a great 
romantic figure. 

At the beginning, Bénédicte Ombredanne had simply wished to come to Paris to meet him, to tell him in 
person how moved she had been by his last novel, how it had changed her life – a life which the narrator, a 
successful writer, soon discovers to be extraordinarily distressful, as she is the victim of a husband who 
continuously puts her down and humiliates her. When she allows herself a single, wonderful day with another 
man, her husband will not let her get away with it. The narrator, worried not to hear from her anymore, takes the 
train to find out what has become of her… 

Eric Reinhardt was born in 1965 and has published several successful novels. He lives in Paris. 

Rights sold in: Spanish (Alfaguara), Italian (Adriano Salani), Dutch (De Arbeiderspers), Polish 
(Sonia Draga) and Greek (Astarti). 

“Un portrait de femme en quête de passion. Bouleversant, magnifique et contemporain.” Elle  

“Le meilleur peintre de femmes de la littérature française contemporaine.” L'Obs  

“Un texte fascinant et plus complexe qu'il n'y paraît sur le pouvoir et les périls de l'imaginaire.” Lire 

Viel, Tanguy: ARTICLE 353 DU CODE PÉNAL (ORDINANCE NR 353 OF THE PENAL 
CODE) 
(Éditions de Minuit, January 2017, 176 pages) 

Ø The story of characters that are cheaters or dreamers (in reaction of a disappointing life) 
struggling with their destiny. 

Ø A powerful story, literary and very accessible with an endearing character/tragic hero we relate 
to, a noir cinematographic seaside setting and a powerful end that carries humanity and hope. 

Ø A colloquial and yet poetical language, filled with beautiful and insightful images, many of them 
related to the sea. 

Through an elegant, uncluttered and well-mastered writing, we learn of a murder judged not as a 
murder but as a human story within a social reality: this is the account of a man and the decisions he took in his 
life. 

We are in Brittany, on a semi island not far from Brest. There is a bridge, which takes you there, which 
is flooded twice a day. The shipyard has recently closed. Half of the population lived from its revenue. But each 
of the workers, such as Martial Kermeur, has been given a generous settlement. One night, while they are fishing 
crabs and lobsters, Kermeur pushes Antoine Lazenec overboard and watches him drown. After being arrested, he 
is asked by a freshly appointed judge (30 years old) to recount the facts, the story, from the beginning. 

That is how we learn of the biggest scam which ever happened in this part of the world. 6 years ago, the 
inhabitants’ peaceful lives are about to radically change when Lazenec arrives in town. A rich property 
developer who buys the domain of the castle that was falling apart in order to develop a building complex. His 
promise ? Turn this desolate and remote foggy town into a great sea resort, the “new Saint Tropez”. But several 



FICTION 
 

Contact: Mrs Anastasia Lester ; Email:anastassia.lester@free.fr  9 

months, years, pass and the project doesn’t evolve much: the site is nothing but mud and ruins. Most of the 
inhabitants have invested in a parcel, and are all victim of a scam that will ruin their lives.  

Tanguy Viel is a French literary author published by Minuit, born in 1973. He has been laureate of the 
Vila Medicis in 2003. He is translated in several languages (notably by Neri Pozza in Italy). 

Rights sold in: Italy (Neri Pozza), Germany (Wagenbach), Greece (Polis)., Slovenia (Cankarjeva)., 
Netherlands (Wereldbibliotek) 

 “Écrit dans une langue savante et spontanée. On s’émeut. Et on entend même souffler le vent, force 10. 
Un grand livre. Le jugement est sans appel.” L’Obs 

“Suspense réussi.” Le Monde 

“Avec Article 353 du code pénal Tanguy Viel signe son roman le plus réaliste.” Libération 

“La confession d’un ouvrier breton floué par la vie et conduit à l’irréparable. Puissant roman d’un 
auteur passé maître dans l’usage de toutes les nuances de gris.” Télérama 

Vuillard, Éric: L’ORDRE DU JOUR (THE AGENDA) 
(Actes Sud, May 2017, 160 pages) 
Listed for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Femina and Prix François-Mauriac 2017 and the prix du 
Livre européen 
27,000 copies sold 

20 February 1933: on an unremarkable day at Berlin, a meeting of German captains of industry and 
senior Nazi dignitaries is being held. They are there to ‘stump up’ the funding for the accession to power of the 
National Socialist Party and its fearful Chancellor.  

12 March 1938: the annexation of Austria is on the agenda and a grotesque day ensues which is 
intended to be go down in history: the newsreels capture for eternity a motorised army, a terrible power and a 
modern version of fate being enacted. But behind Goebbels’ glorious propaganda, it is an ersatz Blitzkrieg which 
unfolds, the Panzers breaking down in mass on the roads of Austria; it is a world away from the concocted myth. 
The true behind-the-scenes story of the Anschluss reveals a very different, and less glorious, picture: no longer is 
it the resolve of character or the deter- mination of a people which wins the day, but rather a combination of 
intimidation and bluff. 

A writer and filmmaker born in Lyon in 1968, Éric Vuillard won the Prix Ignatius J. Reilly in 2010 for 
Conquistadors (Léo Scheer 2009; Babel n° 1330), the prix Franz-Hessel in 2012 and the prix Valery-Larbaud in 
2013 for Congo and La Bataille d’Occident (Actes Sud, 2012). Actes Sud has also published his Tristesse de la 
terre (prix Joseph-Kessel 2015) and 14 Juillet (2016, prix Alexandre-Vialatte 2017, shortlisted for the prix du 
livre Inter 2017). 

Rights sold: Germany (Matthes & Seitz), Greece (Polis), UK (Picador) US (Other Press), Italy 
(E/O) 

“Le tout fourmille de faits vrais, d’anecdotes parlantes, de portraits à l’eau-forte. Eric Vuillard explore 
sans peur ce que la grande histoire cache sous le tapis, avec une verve féroce, en rappelant que « les plus 
grandes catastrophes s’avancent à petits pas.” L’Humanité 

“Quelques scènes, relatées dans une langue ornée, pour chahuter les perspectives établies et rafraîchir 
la conscience collective” Le Figaro Littéraire 

“Eric Vuillard qui, après 14 juillet, s’obsède avec brio sur cette journée particulière où le capitalisme 
allemand passa à la caisse.” Les Inrockuptibles  

HIGHLIGHT FALL 2017 

Pancol, Katherine: TROIS BAISERS (THREE KISSES) 
(Albin Michel, October 2017, 864 pages) 

Ø Readers will be thrilled to reconnect with the characters from the YELLOW EYES OF 
CROCODILES and MUCHACHAS trilogies 
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Ø Some secondary characters take on more depth here, opening themselves up, for readers’ greater 
pleasure.  

Ø A book full of unexpected plot twists that connect and intertwine, for a delightful grand finale 

Ø A unique literary phenomenon: 10 million copies sold in bookstores, and over 30 foreign 
translations. 

The characters who are so dear to Katherine Pancol – and to her readers – are back. And electricity is 
in the air! Relationships are forged, intertwine, become tense, break apart, get back together. Readers will fear 
the worst and hope for the best, hold their breath and heave sighs of relief all the way to the final lines. 

Encounters, hopes, betrayals, suspicions and idylls pop up without warning. And kisses are placed 
exactly where they were least expected. Lives are overturned. People have to start all over. Or put themselves 
back together. It’s hard to tell. Nothing is clear. Everyone sets off for new adventures. Some characters will offer 
us a glimpse of their darker side, others will see their fates sealed; but everyone’s heart will be beating hard. 
“With a kiss, let us set out for an unknown world,” Alfred de Musset said. This book is a journey.  

As one of the best-selling authors of the millennium, Katherine Pancol needs no introduction. Her books 
LES YEUX JAUNES DES CROCODILES, La Valse lente des tortues and Les Écureuils de Central Park sont 
tristes le lundi, along with the MUCHACHAS trilogy  have sold over 10 million copies in France alone. 

Nuzzo, Julien: LA CHAMBRE DES MERVEILLES (THE ROOM OF WONDERS) 
(Calmann-Lévy, March 2018, 209 pages) 
Offers from the Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, Spain, Italy, Israel, UK/US, Iceland and 
Russia. 
English Sample available! 

Ø A feel-good book with lots of humorous moments. The ordeals the heroine goes through show 
her the true value of family ties and mother love.  

Ø A heroine who questions her own role as a mother and sees her vision of family and happiness 
evolve over the course of the book.  

Ø The narration alternates between the viewpoint of the mother and the thoughts of the son in a 
coma. 

A journey through the dreams of a child living on borrowed time, a novel that mirrors life, unexpected, 
moving, funny, sometimes tough. At other times thrilling. 

After an accident, Louis, 12 years old, now lies in a very deep coma, surely irreversible. Four weeks 
from now, if there is no improvement, it will be necessary for his mother Thelma to decide whether to keep him 
on the respirator or not. Arriving home from the hospital, Thelma finds a notebook under her son’s pillow, in 
which he has compiled a list of his dreams, or rather of all the experiences he’d like to live before he goes: Louis 
calls them “his wonders”, being: spend a crazy day in Tokyo, get a tattoo, take an intensive football course… 

In the course of this journey through the dreams of a child, and in the midst of this frightening 
countdown, Thelma rediscovers the flavour of life, friendship, and mutual assistance, the dragging of time and 
the touch of craziness. She comes to terms with herself and with her mother, the feisty Odette, and learns how to 
take a closer look at others once again. 

Thelma will benefit from these challenges and will make unforgivable encounters. 

Julien Nuzzo was born in 1980 in the south of France. THE ROOM OF WONDERS is his first novel. 

“It is so very rare for an editor to read such a strong novel, with a painful sensation at the back of the 
throat yet a frank urge to laugh at Thelma’s blunders and Louis’s dark humour. Our only hope is to see Louis 
wake up and everything go back to the way that it once was! But of course, such wishfulness is irrelevant, what 
was before a catastrophe belongs to the past, and it is the future that one must reinvent “. – Caroline Lepée, 
Editor 

de Rosnay, Tatiana: SENTINELLE DE LA PLUIE (THE RAIN WATCHER) 
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2018, 250 pages) 
Rights already sold in: US (St Martin’s Press) 

Ø A very moving and engaging main character. 
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Ø An author with 10 million copies sold over the world! 

Ø All members of the family will have to fight for their identity as well as to keep the family's unity 
against tragic circumstances. 

A powerful family drama set in Paris during the course of a week as the Malagarde family gathers to 
celebrate the father's 70th birthday.  

The mother, Lauren, is American. She lives with the father, Paul, a very famous tree specialist in the 
south of France. Their children, Tilia leaves in London and son, Linden, in San Franscisco. He is a world 
renowned photographer.  

These four characters hidden fears and secrets will be unravelled through the course of the seven 
chapters along with the flabbergasting parisian background, for Paris is undergoing a terrible natural disaster. 
This adds to the novel tension and matches the heroes' emotions.  

In this profound and intense novel of love and redemption, Tatiana demonstrates all of her writer's skills 
both as an incredible storyteller but also as a soul seeker.  

Tatiana de Rosnay is the author of the New York Times bestselling novel “SARAH’S KEY”, an 
international sensation with over 10 million copies sold in 46 countries worldwide that has been made into a 
major motion picture. Together with Dan Brown and Stieg Larsson, she was named one of the top three fiction 
writers in Europe in 2012. Franco-English Tatiana lives in Paris. 

Ch«alandon, Sorj: LE JOUR D’AVANT (THE DAY BEFORE) 
(Grasset, August 2017, 336 pages) 
50,000 copies sold. 

The story of a boy whose older brother dies in the mines of Northern France. The rest of his life will be 
spent dreaming of finding the guilty party and avenging his brother’s death. This novel contains the anger and 
frustration of an abandoned social class, and ends with an unexpected twist. Like all of Sorj Chalandon’s novels, 
emotion is, once again, the key to the story. 

As a child, Michel would dream of working with his big brother in the mines. But the catastrophe of 27 
December 1974 put an end to all that. On that day, 42 miners were killed in a methane explosion in the Saint-
Amé shaft, an event now known as France’s last great mine disaster. His brother is fatally wounded and dies 
weeks later. After his disappearance, Michel leaves the North. Exiled in Paris, he remains determined to avenge 
his brother’s death. 

Forty years after the disaster, now a widower without any ties, Michel Flavent finally decides to return 
home. He wants to punish an old foreman, who is the last survivor of the accident. Ridding the world of this man 
would mean putting an end to his rage and finally being able to turn a page, paying one last homage to the 
miners and giving his brother Joseph a proper burial... This is what Michel tells us. However, readers will do 
well to keep their guard up and to never forget that only fairy tales have happy endings... 

Journalist, former international correspondent, and winner of the Prix Albert-Londres (1988), Sorj 
Chalandon is also the author of six novels, all published by Grasset. Among them: Une promesse (2006 – Prix 
Médicis), Return to Killybegs (2011 – Grand Prix du roman de l’Académie française), Le Quatrième Mur (2013 
– Prix Goncourt des lycéens) and Profession du père (2015).  

Rights sold in: Castillian (Penguin Random House), Catalan (Ediciones 1984) and Hebrew (Tamir 
Sendik). 

Andrea, Jean-Baptiste: MA REINE (MY QUEEN) 
(L'Iconoclaste, August 2017, 240 pages) 
English sample available. 
Short-listed for Prix Fémina, Prix Stanislas, Prix du roman Fnac, Grand Prix des lectrices de 
Elle , Prix Envoyé par La Poste, prix Eugène-Dabit du roman, Prix Landerneau des lecteurs and 
Prix Georges Brassens – Le Divan. 
French pocket rights pre-empted by Folio.  

A strongly visual first novel a novel bridging dreams and reality and dealing with childhood memories, 
first love and friendship. 
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Vallée de l’Asse. Provence. Summer 1965. He lives in a petrol station with his parents. Not many cars 
pass by. What he likes is refilling tanks and polishing the Bakelite phone until it shines “like fresh tarmac.” He’s 
stopped going to school. “Genius. Bright spark. That’s everything I wasn’t, or so people were always telling 
me.” Shell is different. 

Then comes the fateful day when a cigarette changes everything, when Shell sets fire to the scrubland. 
His parents want to send him to a special institution. He decides to go to war and become a man. He climbs the 
zig-zagging path behind the station, but when he gets to the top there’s no war going on. There’s nothing but the 
smell of the scrubland and the echo of silence. 

The first morning a shadow appears in front of him, as though carried in on the breeze. It’s a wind girl 
who asks him to call her “My Queen”. It’s Viviane, and with her, life’s a game. The mountain plain is their 
playground where the impossible becomes reality. Shell is torn between embracing childhood and listening to his 
inner adult. He throws himself into life with Viviane, much like throwing himself off a cliff, and decides to obey 
his queen’s wishes. Out of love. Out of playfulness. Out of recklessness. 

My Queen is an ode to imagination, childhood and eccentricity. Amidst his landscapes of forgotten 
valleys and infinite plains reminiscent of Jean Giono, Jean- Baptiste Andrea creates a cast of wacky, abnormal 
characters; or rather, perfectly normal beings in a world of inverted values. 

Jean-Baptiste Andrea’s brilliant and instinctive writing offers a text from a child’s perspective. His 
experience as a director is evident in his use of striking images. My Queen is a visual text with echoes of 
fauvism, a cinematographic novel whose images linger long after reading. 

Rights sold in: Romania  (Trei/ Pandora), Germany (Surhkampf), Greece (Stereoma), Italy 
(Einaudi); Korea (OpenBooks). 

“A la manière aussi des livres d’Ajar-Gary, Ma Reine est une fable, tendue, poétique, brillamment 
incarnée. Sur les pas d’un enfant perdu, un écrivain est né.” Livres Hebdo 

Bonnefoy, Miguel: SUCRE NOIR (BLACK SUGAR) 
(Rivages, August 2017, 214 pages) 
English sample available. 
Short-listed for the Prix Fémina and Prix du roman Fnac. 

Ø A modern tale of pirates and treasure with maps, metal detectors and adventurers who are both 
enthusiastic and determined to find gold. 

Ø The story reads like an old-fashioned count, but is studded with modern irony; it adds new spin 
to the genre’s clichés, and the characters are stunningly portrayed. 

Ø A saga of several generations and how their lives are affected by the sociological and technical 
evolutions of their era: the transformation from a rustic sugar-cane plantation to a distillery, the 
arrival of the Post Office in the village, the first automobiles and more. 

Ø A rogue’s gallery of colourful characters that are very believable as real people, making it easy 
for readers to identify and sympathize with them. 

Ø A dream-like aesthetic in bright, tropical hues that is reminiscent – without copying or parodying 
– of the greatest South American magical realists (Garcia Marquez, Sepulveda, etc). 

In this novel, Miguel Bonnefoy reimagines the legendary tale of one of history’s most famous 
buccaneers, recounting, in prose inspired by Latin American magical realism, the fates of men shaped both by a 
search for love and by the vagaries of fate. A fabulous page-turner with intense, smoothly flowing narration. 

On a Caribbean island, a legend of pirate treasure will disrupt the quiet lives of the Otero family. 
Determined to find the lost riches of Captain Henry Morgan, whose ship ran aground nearby some 300 years 
earlier, a string of intrepid explorers, including the ambitious Severo Bracamonte, will cross paths with Serena 
Otero, a sugar-cane-plantation heiress who dreams of other horizons. 

Over the years – as the family business, which distils the best rum around, flourishes – everyone is 
searching the treasure they believe will bring meaning to their lives. But in this untamed land, heady with 
intoxicating vapours of rum and guava trees, fatality – garbed in bright, tropical hues – wreaks havoc with their 
all-consuming ambitions and desires.   

Miguel Bonnefoy’s first novel, LE VOYAGE D’OCTAVIO, published in 2015, attracted a tremendous 
amount of attention and won a great number of prizes and awards, including the Prix de la Vocation, the Prix 
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Fénéon and the Prix Edmée de La Rochefoucauld. It has been translated into four languages: World English 
(Gallic Books), Italy (66th and 2nd), Greece (Utopia Publishing), Spain (Armaenia, world rights except 
Venezuela) and Venezuela (Monte Avila); and sold more than 25,000 copies in France only. 

Rights sold in: World English (Gallic Books) & Italy (66and2nd), Spain (Armaenia), 
Venezuela (Monte Avila), the Netherlands (Karaat). 

 “Deux ans après son enchanteur Le Voyage d’Octavio, Bonnefoy confirme son statut de jeune prodige 
de la fiction francophone avec ce deuxième opus à l’imaginaire envoûtant. Une prose éclatante.” Les Inrocks 

“Une saga miniature qu’on lit comme un joli conte de Garcia Márquez.” L’Obs  

 “Miguel Bonnefoy réussit un roman musical qui donne envie de partir à la recherche d’un coffre 
rempli d’or. Il fait scintiller la langue française qu’il ne craint pas de rendre poétique.” Lire 

“Un deuxième roman très réussi, à la fois roman d’aventures, d’amour et conte mâtiné de réalisme 
magique.” Page des Libraires 

Daoud, Kamel: ZABOR OU LES PSAUMES (ZABOR, OR THE PSALMS) 
(Actes Sud, August 2017, 336 pages) 
Ongoing offers from Serbia and US! 
Awarded the 2017 Prix Transfuge for best French novel 
Long-listed for the prix Interallié 
Praised by France's President Macron and picked up by PW's International Hot Book 
Properties...  

Ø Kamel Daoud’s latest novel, after THE MEURSAULT INVESTIGATION draws readers to the 
Maghreb once again. 

Ø A book that stimulates reflection both about the power and impact of religious discourse, and 
about superstitions that are supposed to protect people from peril and danger. A bridge is built 
between secular writing and religious thought.  

Ø A reflection about language, particularly about choosing to write in a language other than one’s 
mother tongue to recount one’s own history and identity. 

Ø A writing that holds a mirror up to our own relationship with reading and writing, every reader 
will see a reflection of their own unique relationship to words and the imagination. 

Like a legend that can be interpreted in many different ways, this is a tale of a Scheherazade-like 
character from The Thousand And One Nights, who writes every night to distract death and protect the lives of 
everyone who lives in his village.  

Aboukir: A village on the outskirts of the desert. Zabor’s mother is dead and his father has abandoned 
him, so he is being raised by a spinster aunt and a grandfather who suffers from word-memory deficiency. He is 
sent briefly first to public school, and then to Koranic school, but he continues to learn on his own, particularly 
French. Reading The Thousand and One Nights, he realizes he has a gift: he can extend the life of whoever he 
writes about in his notebooks. But one day he is given a difficult task: extending the life of his own father, who 
is at death’s door. For seven nights, he will try unceasingly to write his own story as well as his family’s, but in 
the end he fails, gaining a certain freedom, but probably banishment as well. A book that explores the nearly 
magical power of language as well as of fiction, a necessity to human life.  

A fable, parable and confession, Kamel Daoud's second novel pays homage to the essential need for 
fiction and to the insolent freedom afforded by an adopted language. 

Born in 1970 in Mostaganem, Kamel Daoud lives in Oran. A journalist and columnist for some twenty 
years, for over fifteen years he wrote the most widely read column in Algeria for the daily newspaper Le 
Quotidien d’Oran. In recent years, he has contributed regular articles to the international press and in the spring 
of 2016 he was awarded the Prix Lagardère for journalist of the year. With Actes Sud, he has published a 
collection of short stories, LA PRÉFACE DU NÈGRE (Babel n° 1291), his debut novel, MEURSAULT, 
CONTRE-ENQUÊTE (2014; Goncourt for the best first novel, Prix des cinq continents de la francophonie, Prix 
François-Mauriac, Prix liste Goncourt / le choix de l’Orient, Prix liste Goncourt / le choix roumain, Prix liste 
Goncourt / le choix serbe) which brought him international acclaim (over thirty translations published or in 
preparation), and MES INDÉPENDANCES. CHRONIQUES 2010-2016 (2017). 
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Rights sold in: Italy (La Nave di Teseo) the Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Germany (Kiepenheuer), 
Greece (Patakis), Sweden (Tranan), Romania (Polirom). 

“With this challenging, almost Persian-style novel, the writer asserts his singularity within Algerian 
society, sapped by beliefs that shroud the horizons of the imagination.” Livres Hebdo 

“Une parabole étincelante et poétique autant qu’une preuve de sa foi en la littérature contre la bêtise 
des homes.” Le Point 

“L’un des livres les plus passionnants sur la construction d’un jeune homme dans une société raide et 
patriarcale, mais aussi un tribut passionné à la littérature.” Transfuge 

Guenassia, Jean-Michel: DE L’INFLUENCE DE DAVID BOWIE SUR LA DESTINÉE 
DES JEUNES FILLES (OF DAVID BOWIE’S INFLUENCE ON YOUNG WOMEN’S 
DESTINIES) 
(Albin Michel, August 2017, 336 pages) 

Ø A coming-of-age novel whose main character is in quest of identity. 

Ø The tribulations of a young boy who loves only women, despite what his lesbian mum tells him 
who to love. 

Ø A novel full of fantasy in which the author brings back to life the topic of ambiguity 

‘My name’s Paul, with my hollows and bumps, I’m 17 and I don’t have a nickname. I’m a lesbian.’ A 
both funny and sweet novel in which an androgynous boy tries to become an adult, seeking for his father, and 
listening to Bowie’s hit. 

Paul is an androgynous young man who frequents lesbian clubs in Paris and plays the piano in bars. 
Brought up by his gay mother, Stella, and her partner, he is the shy, sentimental type. But Paul’s life takes a 
more complex turn when, contrary to everyone’s expectations, he shows a preference for women. And that’s not 
all - he is totally determined to discover the mysterious identity of his father. The influence of Bowie on young 
women’s destinies. Full of surprising twists and turns,this is a deliciously modern comedy with lovable, 
extravagant characters. With obvious pleasure and rare generosity, Jean- Michel Guénassia has conjured up an 
exhilarating adventure. 

Jean-Michel Guenassia has written three successful novels: Le Club des incorrigibles optimistes 
(Goncourt des lycéens 2009, more than 500,000 copies sold), La vie rêvée d’Ernesto G. (2012) and Trompe-la-
mort (2015). His work is translated into 18 languages. 

“Une comédie attachante sur un sujet fort contemporain “le genre”.” Livres Hebdo 

“Dans un style fluide et sans fioritures, Jean-Michel Guénassia nous offer un roman vrai et touchant 
sur les aléas d’une vie d’adulte à laquelle l’attachant Paul ne s’est pas préparé.” Page des libraries 

“Une comédie contemporaine truculente.” Biblioteca 

“On se laisse porter par le récit touchant et parfois drôle de ce jeune homme pas comme les autres.” 
Closer 

Guez, Olivier: LA DISPARITION DE JOSEF MENGELE (THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
JOSEF MENGELE) 
(Grasset, August 2017, 240 pages) 
30,000 copies sold 
Cinema offer 
Long-listed for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Médicis, Prix Wepler, Prix Interallié   
Short-listed for the Prix Landerneau 

Ø This highly anticipated book recounts Josef Mengele’s terrifying odyssey through South 
America – a place where former Nazis, Mossad agents, greedy women and dictators make their 
way in a world corrupted by fanaticism, money, and ambition. 

After a 30-year manhunt, Josef Mengele, the torturing doctor of Auschwitz, and one of Nazism’s most 
emblematic figures, died in South America under mysterious circumstances. This powerful, geopolitical thriller 
is the result of an in- depth investigation of perhaps the Third Reich’s most secretive man, and portrays the 
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captivating deconstruction of the myth behind “the Angel of Death.” It invites readers to explore the depths of 
evil. 

Hiding behind several different pseudonyms, protected by networks and his family’s money, and 
supported by a community in Buenos Aires that still dreams of a founding a Fourth Reich, Mengele believes he 
can invent a new life for himself... In Germany, it is a time of reconstruction. Peron’s Argentina is benevolent. 
And the entire world simply wants to forget. But soon the chase is on again, first by the Mossad, then by Nazi 
hunter Simon Wiesenthal. With the help of sympathizers, Mengele finds temporary refuge in a remote farm in 
Brazil. From then on, he will never have a moment’s rest. He survives through paranoia, but becomes the 
claustrophobic prisoner of his own hopeless situation. He will eventually be found dead, having drowned on a 
beach along the Brazilian coast. 

How could the SS doctor possibly slip through the cracks of an international investigation spanning 
three decades? What complicity was there between West Germany and South America, and how did he benefit 
from it? This untold and disturbing story shines a light on geopolitical mutations, the way historical perspectives 
change, and the process by which the world learned about the Holocaust. Here, Nazi atrocities overlap with the 
modernity of the 1960s and 1970s, leaving us with our Western ambiguities. And with the question: What do we 
do with men who have committed acts of evil? 

Olivier Guez is a writer, journalist, and screenwriter. He has published a number of works, including 
L’IMPOSSIBLE RETOUR, UNE HISTOIRE DES JUIFS EN ALLEMAGNE DEPUIS 1945 (2007), ELOGE 
DE L’ESQUIVE (2014) and LES RÉVOLUTIONS DE JACQUES KOSKAS (2014). He is a regular contributor 
to Le Monde, Le Point, The New York Times and the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ). In 2016, he 
received the German Film Award for Best Screenplay, for the film The People vs. Fritz Bauer. 

Rights sold in: Germany, China, Netherlands (Meulenhoff) 

Le Corre, Hervé: PRENDRE LES LOUPS POUR DES CHIENS (MISTAKING WOLVES 
FOR DOGS) 
(Rivages, January 2017, 316 pages) 
23,000 copies sold. 
Winner of: Prix Transfuge in the category of French suspense novel 
Short-listed for: Prix des lecteurs L'Express-BFM TV, Grand Prix RTL / Lire 2017 

Ø A realistic and sometimes raw writing style that leads us deep into Franck’s thoughts, which 
range from awful to touching.  

Ø A novel with a very urban setting, including drug dealers, rape and murder. 

Ø The suspense grows gradually, revealing different facets of the characters’ personalities and 
motivations, which sometimes border on madness. 

Hervé Le Corre is the successful author of “Après la Guerre”, he has many literary prizes, reviews and 
articles that have accompanied the publication of each of his subsequent novels. 

Franck, who is about 25, has just gotten out of jail after doing time for a hold-up committed along with 
his older brother. He is welcomed back into the fold of a toxic family: the dirty, double-dealing dad who fixes 
stolen cars for collectors; the bitter, hostile mom; the violent, neurotic daughter, Jessica, with her all-consuming 
sex drive; and her daughter, Rachel, a quiet, solitary and mysterious child who absorbs herself in her childlike 
games. The story is set in the south of France’s Gironde region, a land of dark, dense forests, with thousands of 
pine trees as far as the eye can see, the monotony relieved only by the occasional hunting blind. Oppressed by 
the silence, the lack of trust and the hot, humid weather, these unstable creatures will get caught up in a tragedy. 

Like a stylistic continuation of Les Cœurs déchiquetés, Hervé Le Corre’s latest novel will grab readers 
by the throat, thanks to the atmosphere and the powerfully incarnated characters, who are trapped in an anxiety-
inducing landscape that is conducive to acting out one’s basest impulses.  

In this cross between American and French “rural noir” styles, Le Corre’s inimitable voice rings out 
loud and clear. 

Hervé Le Corre is a teacher. He attracted attention from his very first novel, but it was 2004’s 
L’HOMME AUX LÈVRES DE SAPHIR (“The Man with Sapphire Lips”) that made him both a critically 
acclaimed and a best-selling novelist. His popularity has not waned since, as can be seen by the many literary 
prizes, reviews and articles that have accompanied the publication of each of his subsequent novels, particularly 
APRÈS LA GUERRE (“After the War”).  
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Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), Greece (Ekdoseis tou eikostou protou), Spain (Reservoir Books / 
Penguin Random House,), Catalan (Bromera), English world rights (Europa Editions). 

“Hervé Le Corre, from Bordeaux, was discovered late, but his spell-binding style has turned him into 
one of the biggest names in French noir novels. Or should I say THE biggest?” L’Obs 

 “With his latest novel, […] the author from Bordeaux has found the very essence of noir, eliminating 
every trace of artifice to reach the barest bones of a timeless contemporary drama.” Marianne 

“Two years after his stunning noir novel set during the Algerian War, the author of APRÈS LA 
GUERRE (After the War) has changed registers, plunging into a sordid, venomous atmosphere equal to the best 
of Jim Thompson. With PRENDRE LES LOUPS POUR DES CHIENS, overrun with serious degenerates, Hervé 
Le Corre, a remarkable stylist, has written a major work of “white trash” fiction, à la française.” Figaro 
Magazine 

“With Prendre les loups pour des chiens – a work of deep, luminous, implacable and impeccable 
darkness, coming after his highly acclaimed Après la guerre, Hervé Le Corre has established himself as THE 
master of French contemporary noir fiction.” Sud-Ouest Dimanche 

“Hervé Le Corre […] finds the right words, the emotion-filled sentences of overwhelming simplicity, as 
he did in one of his best novels, LES COEURS DÉCHIQUETÉS. This book also reminds us of those American 
authors that portray forgotten towns and lost and conquered people, with their savage stories and dry poetry, 
like Larry Brown for example. And that’s not faint praise!” Télérama 

“Hervé Le Corre’s noir novels have what we like so much about the American author James Sallis, also 
published by Editions Rivages: sudden outbursts of violence, and a kind of philosophical absurdity paired with 
vibrant writing.” Le Monde des Livres 

Sabolo, Monica: SUMMER 
(JC Lattès, August 2017, 320 pages) 
Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt 2017 
Long-listed for the Prix Interallié   

Ø A beautiful and page turning novel.  

Ø Sabolo's writing has matured but she maintains the freshness of her early books. SUMMER is a 
story about a young girls who goes missing and about the ones that are left. More specifically is 
it about Benjamin, Summer's younger brother, who was 15 the day his sister literary vanished in 
front of his eyes. 

Ø It is a novel about how to live with ghosts, about the question if it is possible to keep on with your 
life when one part is missing…  And how? It is powerful, poetic and deeply addictive. 

Ø After the charming and slightly experimental TOUT CELA N’A RIEN A VOIR AVEC MOI 
which received the prestigious Prix de Flore in 2013, this is Monica Sabolo’s new novel. 

Summer was nineteen when she mysteriously disappeared. When her brother investigates twenty-five 
years later, family secrets painfully surface. 

During a picnic on the banks of Lake Leman, nineteen year old Summer suddenly vanishes. The last 
image anyone had of her was of a young blond woman in jean shorts running through the ferns. Was she 
swallowed up by the wind, the trees, the water? Or was she somewhere else? 

Twenty-five years later, her younger brother Benjamin is overcome with memories. Summer appears in 
his dreams, graceful and ghost- like, and awakens family secrets long-since silenced to preserve appearances. 
How does one live with ghosts? 

Powerful, startling and poetic, Summer is the author’s most am- bitious novel to date, and no doubt the 
most romanesque, with a story that combines bewitching atmosphere and riveting psycholo- gical suspense. 

Rights sold: Germany (Suhrkamp/Insel), Russia (Arkadia). 

“With Summer, Monica Sabolo confirms her talent in capturing the imperceptible. In this tale about a 
young girl’s disap- pearance, the author dissects a privileged community blinded by denial. Intense.” ELLE 

“Between accomplished thriller and silky, toxic poetic writing – brings to mind Laura Kasischke – 
Monica Sabolo decided not to choose.” Telerama 
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Schmitt, Eric Emmanuel: LA VENGEANCE DU PARDON (THE REVENGE OF 
FORGIVENESS) 
(Albin Michel, September 2017, 560 pages) 

Four stories, four novellas... Between war and peace, two twin sisters with completely opposite moral 
codes have a love-hate relationship that lasts all their lives. Jealousy or tolerance, vengeance or forgiveness, 
which will win in the end ?  

The setting is a remote chalet in the Alpes, the milieu is high finance. A hedonistic, unfeeling man 
abuses a loving, naive girl and takes away her child. What lesson of humanism could be drawn from such a 
tragic melodrama? A hard, introverted man becomes more tender through his granddaughter, as they immerse 
themselves in the reading of Le Petit Prince. He also learns to live and love. Then one day, it dawns on him that 
he was probably the pilot of the plane that shot down Saint Exupéry’s plane. No one understands Marie 
Marinier’s attitude: a woman whose beloved only daughter was killed by a psychopath - condemned for the rape 
and murder of fifteen women. Yet she visits the killer regularly in jail, manages to break down his defences and 
tries to bring him out of his isolation. Why should she do these things, while despising him? 

Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt is a playwright, a novelist, a writer of short stories and essays, a film maker 
whose work is translated into 40 languages and staged in as many countries. One of the world’s most widely 
read and performed authors, he was elected to the Académie Goncourt in 2016. 

DISCOVERED WRITER 

Szabó, Magda: ABIGAËL  
(Viviane Hamy, September 2017, 400 pages) 

Ø Abigaël, a rite-of-passage novel, is to be published on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of Madga Szabó, the great woman of Hungarian literature. 

Ø A true page-turner for both youngsters and adults. 

Ø Considered to be one of the giants of contemporary Hungarian literature, Magda Szabo’s works 
were published in almost 42 countries. Multi-talented Magda Szabo died on Nov 19, 2007 in 
Kerepes, Hungary.  

Ø Since 2003, when La Porte was unanimously awarded the Prix Femina Etranger, Viviane Hamy 
strives to ensure that the works of this exceptional writer and woman, who was among the first to 
resist the communist regime, are read and re-read.  

‘Abigael’ was one of Magda’s popular novels which were made a television series in 1978. This novel 
was also chosen as the most  read novel in Hungary. 

Gina is being sent away to boarding school. Her adored father has announced it without any 
explanation. “Don’t say goodbye to anyone, not friends or acquaintances. You must tell no one that you are 
leaving Budapest.  Promise me!” She must forget her old life and join, in a faraway province, Matula, a very 
strict Calvinist school, renowned for its quality education. A spoilt child, who stubbornly resists rules and rituals, 
she is soon set apart. The only way she can survive is to make an escape…which ends in pitiful failure. In 
despair, the teenager turns to Abigaël, the statue at the bottom of the garden, and confides her sorrows in her.  

According to an old Matulian tradition, Abigaël helps all those who ask. And, miraculously, the 
guardian angel comes to them! A series of fantastical adventures lifts Gina from purgatory and helps her 
understand both her father’s painful decision and the meaning of the words “honour”, “solidarity” and 
“friendship”. 

When asked “Which two adjectives describe you?”, she answered unhesitatingly “brave and fair”. 
Hungary’s foremost woman novelist Magda Szabo was born on Oct 5, 1917 in Debrecen, Austria – Hungary. 
Talented Magda was a poet, dramatist, essayist, novelist and also an actress.  Magda’s works were banned from 
publication during the Stalinist rule covering the period 1949 to 1956.  Magda’s first novel, ‘Fresko’ published in 
1958 turned to be a huge success. The British readers recognised her as the author of ‘Az Ajto’ translated in 
English as ‘The Door’.  

“Les portraits des professeurs et des élèves sont pétris de vérité, les conversations des jeunes filles et 
leurs interrogations décrites subtilement. Superbe!” Librairie l’Ange  
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Perec, Georges: THINGS. A STORY OF THE SIXTIES  
50th Anniversary Edition 
(Robert Laffont, September 2015, 176 pages) 

Ø Julliard is reprinting the indispensable first novel of one of the most important French authors 
of the second half of the 20th century. 

Sylvie and Jérôme live on their meager salaries as market researchers. But they yearn for the luxury of 
beautiful things: tailor-fitted clothing, elegant furniture, and a life of idleness in a setting where every detail 
would be considered. But this dream opposes the triviality of their actual life: a tiny two-bedroom with 
haphazard piles of books, records, and secondhand clothing. They are incapable of adding value to their 
existence. Why does happiness seem inaccessible to them? is it because they cannot escape the condition of 
possessing “things”? 

Georges Perec is one of the most prominent writers of the second half of the 20th century. Awarded the 
Renaudot prize in 1965 and the Médicis prize in 1978, his work is recognized for its great originality. 

Rights sold to English by David Bellos; published by David R. Godine in the U.S. and HarperCollins in 
the U.K. 

Perec, Georges: QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR?  
(Denoel, New Edition January 2014, 90 pages) 

Ø A brilliant literary fantasy by Georges Perec, exceptional language explorer. 

This short novel is set in France during the Algerian War. Between Invalides and Montparnasse, the 
narrator tells the story of his friend Henri Pollack, and how he dragged his friends into a crazy adventure. By 
day, Henri Pollak is a sergeant, and a bohemian artist by night. Whenever he is away from the barracks, he rides 
his small bike with a chrome handlebar dressed in civilian clothes, and meets up with his friends to have a few 
drinks and speak about life, literature and poetry. One evening, Henri asks his friends to help one of his 
comrades get out of military service. The guy in question, who bears the name of Kara-something (throughout 
the story, his name is constantly mispronounced, to the extent that his actual name remains a mystery) was 
drafted to go to Algeria to fight. After giving the matter a good thinking, they decide that Kara-something had 
better pretend to suffer from psychiatric problems. All he has to do is stage a mock-suicide, and leave a note so 
crazy that he will be considered a lunatic when he wakes up. Kara is so happy about the plan that he celebrates 
and drinks all night, and only wakes up the morning after to the sound of the fanfare, just in time to leave for 
Algeria. 

Georges Perec (1936-1982) needs no introduction. This lover of the French language experimented with 
it, and pushed its boundaries as a writer, and as a member of the Oulipo (Ouvroir de Littérature Potentielle). 
QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR ? (1966) is the second novel published 
by Perec, right after LES CHOSES (1965, winner of the Renaudot Prize). His stellar career also includes instant 
classics such as LA DISPARITION (1969), W OU LE SOUVENIR D’ENFANCE (1975) and LA VIE MODE 
D’EMPLOI (1978, winner of the Médicis Prize). 

QUEL PETIT VÉLO... has previously been translated into Greek, Dutch, Japanese and Korean. All 
these rights have reverted to Denoël and are currently available. 

Rights sold: UK (Harvill Press), USA/Canada (Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), Spain (Alpha Decay) / 
World Castilian, Italy (Baldini & Castoldi), Israel (Babel), Turkey (Metis), Czech Republic (Rubato), Sweden 
(Modernista), Norway (Solum forlag) 

“A short story brimming with figures of speech, as always with Perec, to be read in one go like a prose 
poem.” Midi Libre 

“One never ceases to rediscover the works of Perec, and that is how it should be.” Le Figaro Littéraire 

Cendrars, Blaise: LA MAIN COUPÉE ET AUTRES RÉCITS DE GUERRE (THE 
SEVERED HAND AND OTHER WAR STORIES) 
(Denoel, New Edition October 2013, 250 pages) 

Ø In August 1914, a young Swiss poet living in Paris volunteers to join the French army. 

After being transferred to the Foreign Legion, Blaise Cendrars (1887-1961) fights on the front at the 
Somme, and then participates in the considerable offensive in the Champagne district. Severely wounded whilst 
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assaulting German trenches on September 28, 1915, his right arm, the very one he uses to fight and write, is 
amputated, making him the most famous armless writer in French literature. 

During his extensive and versatile career, Cendrars wrote about that life-turning year spent at the Front, 
and his many memories of the Great War. The Former caporal condemns the ideologies that unleashed and 
exploited violence, and sides with the men who fought and suffered like he did. With cold clarity, he 
demonstrates how European civilization betrayed its values and turned into a bloodthirsty monster. A great 
figure of modern poetry, a close friend of Apollinaire, Chagall and Léger, the author of La Prose du 
Transsibérien (Prose of the Trans-Siberian), Moravagine and L’Homme foudroyé (A Man Struck by Lightning) 
also stands as a major witness of WWI, the conflict that damaged the contemporary world beyond repair, and 
wreaked havoc on his life as a man and writer. 

This volume compiles for the very first time Cendrars’ most important war stories: LA MAIN COUPÉE 
(The Severed Hand), L’ÉGOUTIER DE LONDRES (The Sewer worker of London), DANS LE SILENCE DE 
LA NUIT (In the Silence of the night), J’AI TUÉ (I killed) and J’AI SAIGNÉ (I bled). 

LA MAIN COUPÉE has previously been translated into English (under the title Lice), Portuguese 
(Brazil), Czech and German. The rights have reverted to Denoël, and are currently available. 

“La Main coupée pays tribute to fallen or missing comrades by restoring their identities and casting a 
humane light onto the inhumanity of the front.” Le Magazine Littéraire 

Laferrière, Dany: MYTHOLOGIES AMÉRICAINES (AMERICAN MYTHOLOGIES) 
(Preface by Charles Dantzig) 
(Grasset, January 2015, 555 pages) 

Ø This volume brings together Dany Laferrière’s first novels - Comment faire l’amour avec un 
nègre sans se fatiguer (1985), Cette grenade dans la main du jeune Nègre est-elle une arme ou 
un fruit ? (1993), Fête chez Hoki (1987) – and the unpublished: Truman Capote au Park Hotel.  

Ø These books make up what he called his “American mythology.” 

We first follow Dany Laferrière to Canada, then to the US. The young Dany dreams about himself and 
the great writers he loves. He seems to do nothing but converse with a friend and try to pick up girls, while 
ironically speculating about the “White woman/Negro male” question. But, in actual fact, he spends all his time 
writing. From his very first books, we find the Laferrière of L’Enigme du retour (The Return) and Je suis un 
écrivain japonais (I Am a Japanese Writer) – a man who plays with clichés in order to better circumvent them, 
the falsely casual writer who patiently builds a body of work, the humourist who talks about serious things, and 
especially, the flexible and enchanting stylist and novelist who invented his own literary genre. 

“This is not a novel. I say this, thinking of Magritte drawing a pipe and writing underneath: This is not 
a pipe. I write this book with notes taken on the fly just about everywhere in North America.” 

Dany Laferrière was born in Port-au-Prince in 1953. He won the Prix Médicis in 2009 with L’ENIGME 
DU RETOUR (Grasset, 2009 – The Return in English, 2011) and, in 2013, became the first Québécois author of 
Haitian birth to be elected to the Académie française. 

Foreign rights sold for previous titles: Castillian (Alianza), Chinese (simplified: Shanghai 99 Reader), 
Danish (Turbine Forlaget), English (United Kingdom: MacLehose Press, Canada: Douglas and McIntyre, 
Arsenal Pulp Press), German (Das Wunderhorn), Italian (Gremese 66Thand2nd), Japanese (Fujiwara Shoten, 
The Open Books), Korean (The Open Books, Thinking Tree), Polish (Swiat Ksiazki), Romanian (Echinox), 
Russian (Text), Serbian (Laguna) 

LITERARY FICTION 

Baqué, Joël: LA FONTE DES GLACES (MELTING ICE) 
(POL, September 2017, 288 pages) 
Long-Listed for: prix Wepler-Fondation La Poste 2017 

Ø « An extraordinary and disenchanted tale, with a sense of humor that is as phlegmatic as its 
hero, who could be the star of a film by Aki Kaurismaki. » (Livre Hebdo) 

The posthumous biography of an accidental activist. A discreetly ecological fable and a passionately 
polar love story rolled into one. La fonte des glaces (MELTING ICE) tells the incredible story of Louis, a 
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taciturn retired butcher from the south of France, who unexpectedly turns into the face of the struggle against 
global warming.  

Louis, a taciturn, retired butcher, a widower whose life used to be calm and orderly, accidently turns 
into a universal icon of ecology thanks to a journey that starts in a second-hand stop – where he falls in love with 
an irresistible penguin – and continues from Antarctica right up to the Far North, ending up in the port of 
Toulon. At this point, Louis, sitting atop an iceberg that had been brought there at great expense by a 
manufacturer of soft drinks prepared with melted polar ice, has been transformed into a living, contradictory 
advocate against the melting of the polar ice cap. 

In this novel, the Melting Ice does indeed come from the polar ice cap, as has been pointed out, but it 
also tells the story of a man whose existence, which had been frozen and aimless before, takes on a new, 
unpredictable, adventurous, extremely funny and important path. 

Melting Ice is also living proof of Joël Baqué’s immense talent; his writing is simple, rich and 
inventive. His imagination is at times appealingly delirious and generous, with a hilarious sense of humour. 

Joël Baqué lives and works in Nice where he works as a police officer. LA FONTE DES GLACES is 
his fourth book published at P.O.L. 

“Joël Baqué welcomes us on board for a warm-hearted polar love story. This third novel confirms that 
he has become a precious poet-novelist.” Livres Hebdo 

“A novel on climatic warming, as hilarious as it is serious.” Libération 

“In brief, what Louis professes about this sea bird - To see it, is to know it. To know it, it is to love it - 
applies to MELTING ICE, the most amusing and the less frozen novel among the autumn books.” L’Obs 

Caillé-Bastide, Virginie: LE SANS DIEU (THE GODLESS) 
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, August 2017, 336 pages) 
Long-listed as a talend to follow by Cultura, the 2nd biggest chain of bookshops in France 
French pocket rights pre-empted to Pocket. 

Ø Complex, troubled and tormented characters with dark souls united through the fate of their 
ship, the Sans-Dieu 

Ø A lively style with colorful dialogues that reflect these 18th-century pirates’ times and world.  

Ø Two opposing views of adventure that will draw readers into philosophical reflections about 
human beliefs and values.  

A tale of pirates and adventure, portraying the lives of the men on board, who are united by their love 
of freedom, with thoughtful reflections about the code of values they believe in.  

Arthur, captain of the ship Le Sans Dieu, became a pirate after the death of his last surviving son, a few 
years before. He has been spreading a reign of terror across the seas ever since. Although he has abandoned his 
faith and is guided only by his hatred of religion, the arrival on board of some atypical characters will change 
everyone’s fate. Tristan, who was taken on board when the pirates plundered a royal ship, will gradually come to 
take part in life on board. At the same time, the captain will take a priest prisoner. Due to their opposing views 
on religion, the two men are fervent adversaries. Yet over the course of chess games and heated debates, they get 
to know each other well. While they don’t become friends, they do come to respect each other.   

An encounter with a rival group of pirates leads to an impressive battle that makes the captain 
reconsider his life. On his death bed, Tristan, reveals himself to be the son of the captain, who with the help and 
advice of the priest, gives up the pirate life.    

Born in 1962 in Lorient, Virginie Caillé-Bastide has worked for over 30 years in advertising. Le Sans 
Dieu, her first novel, draws on her roots in Brittany and her fascination with history.  

“Pour son premier roman – un coup de maître – Virginie Caillé-Bastide a choisi un genre délaissé par 
les écrivains en herbe qui croient leur nombrils passionnant : le livre d’aventure maritime. Un Sans 
Dieu presque sans faute.” Le Figaro Magazine 

“Avec sa langue riche, agrémentée d'expressions en breton, Le Sans Dieu possède tous les ingrédients 
d'un bon roman de pirates : des péripéties, des personnages hauts en couleur et de nombreuses scènes où le 
lecteur retient son souffle !” Page des Libraires 
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Coop-Phane, Oscar: MÂCHER LA POUSSIÈRE (CHEW THE DUST) 
(Grasset, January 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø A vertiginous novel, MÂCHER LA POUSSIÈRE is a response to LA CENDRE AUX YEUX 
(“Ash in Your Eyes”), which was written in the mid-1950s by a disenchanted Jean Forton (1930-
1982).  

Ø Oscar Coop-Phane’s book is less cruel and scandalous, but it has Forton’s dark outlook and 
elegance, borne by an ever-changing language. 

Ø Oscar Cooph-Phane’s fourth novel is inspired by a true story: that of Baron Giuseppe Di 
Stefano, who was locked away inside a magnificent hotel in Palermo at the end of the 80s, 
leaving it only when he died in 1998.  

Ø Oscar Coop-Phane tells this tale with grace and poetry, inventing flamboyant characters, but 
also writing about the bland lives that never make their mark. He rummages around the nooks 
and crannies of a hotel to reveal the fate of a man in his golden cage. 

Discovered at age 24 thanks to his first novel, ZENITH HOTEL (Ed. Finitude, 2012 Prix de Flore 
2012), Oscar Coop-Phane has been stalking life’s losers book by book ever since then. A tribute to writers like 
Raymond Roussel, Jean Forton and Michel Foucault.  

The novel’s hero, Baron Stefano, has been placed under house arrest for killing the nephew of a Mafiosi 
from Palermo. He may not leave the hotel where he lives. So Stefano breaks up the days that stretch out before 
him with long afternoon naps, followed by Campari and Bloody Mary’s served by a bartender who listens to him 
patiently. Isabelle, the young chambermaid, sometimes helps him forget about the time that isn’t passing. His 
world is shrinking, and taking the elevator up or down soon starts to feel like an exotic adventure — morphine 
surely has something to do with it. Even the arrival of Raymond, a famous writer, doesn’t break the monotony. 

Here, confinement doesn’t necessarily require bars on the windows and prison is eternal, with death as 
the only way out...  

Oscar Coop-Phane was born in 1988. He published three novels (ZÉNITH-HÔTEL, winner of the 2012 
Prix de Flore, DEMAIN BERLIN in 2013, and OCTOBRE in 2014). 

“With neither a typical novelistic plot nor a straightforward structure, Mâcher la poussière toys with 
fiction. Without overdoing the literary references, it chooses to hobble along, leaning sometimes towards a 
decadent huis clos, others towards debauched adventures and betrayals that circle endlessly like merry-go-
rounds. The unsetting result is so toxically seductive that it’s nearly addictive.” Télérama 

Dancourt, Thierry: JEUX DE DAME (LADY’S GAMES) 
(La Table Ronde, August 2017, 208 pages) 

Ø An atmosphere reminiscent of Modiano, with meticulously crafted scenes and revelations. 

Ø Thierry Dancourt excels in portraying women. Here, his heroine is an attractive dreamer: 
Solange Darnal, a mysterious, ambivalent character who navigates between two men. 

Ø The 60s Cold War setting, filled with double agents and top-secret documents, and an exciting 
plot that makes readers want to know how it will all come out in the end.  

In the early 60s, the elegant, solitary Solange wanders between Paris, Berlin just before the Wall and 
rainy Trieste and its melancholic atmosphere. The characters drive Volvo P1800s and smoke State Express 
cigarettes, and the women wear butter-yellow raincoats. Solange Darnal clearly has something to hide. 

Is it something to do with the mission for the Economic and Social Council that sent her to Berlin? 
There she trysts with her boss and lover, Marc Jeanson, who’s surprised to see how distant she’s being. What he 
doesn’t know is that this time, a young man, Pascal Clerville, is waiting for her back in Paris. Solange wavers 
between truth and lies, light and darkness, transparency and secrets. She gradually comes to realize that she loves 
one of them more than the other, and in fact is probably in love for the very first time... 

Romantic questions and childhood memories even crop up while shadowing a possible double agent 
and during meetings about the launch of a Soviet satellite. But the real question for readers is who Solange really 
is. Does Solange herself even know the answer? In the end we learn that Solange is a double agent, working for 
both the Russians and the French.  
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In “Jeux de dame,” Thierry Dancourt has pulled off something only he can do: intertwine a Modiano-
esque atmosphere with the codes of a Le Carré thriller, with characters who are melancholy’s own double agents. 

Thierry Dancourt was born in Montmorency, a leafy suburb north of Paris. He is a free-lance 
writer/editor in the fields of architecture and urbanism. Hôtel de Lausanne (2008, 10/18, 2010), written in Paris 
and Casablanca, won the Prix du Premier Roman (Début Novel Prize), and was followed by Jardin d’hiver 
(“Winter Garden”, 2010, 10/18, 2013) and Les Ombres de Marge Finaly (“Marge Finaly’s Shadows,” 2012), all 
published by La Table Ronde.  

“L'auteur possède un art certain pour décrire les décors et l'atmosphère dans lesquels évoluent ses 
personnages Un roman rythme par une écriture élégante” Télé7 jours 

“Un roman d'atmosphère.” Télérama 

“Un roman d'espionnage aussi remarquable par son intrigue que par son atmosphère, par la précision 
de son écriture que par son économie de moyens. […]Du grand art et un pur bonheur de lecture.” Le Point 

Darrieussecq, Marie: NOTRE VIE DANS LES FORÊTS (OUR LIFE IN THE FORESTS) 
(P.O.L, August 2017, 200 pages) 
20,000 copies sold within a week! 
Long-listed for: the Prix roman Fnac & the Prix Littéraire le Monde 

Ø A disturbing and remarkable dystopia where tragic mingles with irony. 

Ø An ebulliant fiction, that intermingles organ trafficking, the obession of eternal youth and 
political totalitarism. 

Ø An endearing main female character who is lost, naive and who will please the reader with her 
humourous tone.  

This dystopian novel, in the footsteps of Brave New World, 1984 and Fahrenheit 451, is about organ 
trafficking, gerontocracy and sanitary and political totalitarianism. Marie Darrieussecq and her extremely 
moving character, always slightly behind the events, mark a return to her first novel, Pig Tales, A Novel of Lust 
and Transformation. 

“I must tell this story. I have to try to understand these things one after the other. And bring all the 
pieces together. Because everything’s gone to pieces. This is no good. No good at all.”  

We are in a forest. The narrator, a woman who had been a psychotherapist, is hiding with others. What 
others? Fellow fugitives, hunted down in a threatening environment. They are accompanied by strange, floating 
beings who look just like them. Doppelgangers? Their clones: they had brought them along, too. As she unfolds 
her story, the heroin discovers all the causes and the consequences of such a terrifying world. 

Fifteen books by Marie Darrieussecq have been published by P.O.L: novels, an essay, short stories, a 
biography and translations. She was awarded the Medicis Prize in 2013 for Men. Over 40,000 copies of her latest 
book, Being Here is So Much, the Life of Paula M. Becker, were sold. 

Rights sold to: UK/Australia (Text Publishing), The Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers) 

“In this brilliantly executed dystopia, Marie Darrieussecq phrases with rare skill the concerns and key 
issues of our time, between the senseless destruction of the planet and the transhumanist madness. Outstanding.” 
Le Matin Dimanche 

“There is one surprise after another in this moving novel. In a dense, absorbing and spellbinding 
writing, Marie Darrieussecq moves into the future with passion and lucidity.” Madame Figaro 

Deck, Julia: SIGMA (SIGMA AGENCY) 
(Éditions de Minuit, August 2017, 240 pages) 

Ø A rogue’s gallery of characters portrayed in a few precise and telling phrases, that each has a 
determined role to play. Although they are on the verge of being stereotypes, they are very 
human, too.  

Ø Julia Deck is a literary chameleon. Faithful readers will recognize her unique, inimitable style.  

Ø A surprising plot that is both funny and anxiety-inducing that draws the reader in unawares. 
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After VIVIANE ÉLIZABETH FAUVILLE and LE TRIANGLE D'HIVER (The Winter Triangle), SIGMA 
is the third novel from Julia Deck, who once again toys with literary codes, offering a delightfully clever parody 
of a spy novel, with a caustic sense of humor.  

Sigma is an atypical intelligence agency: they hunt down works of art that could have a negative 
influence on the public and reduce their impact by destroying them or locking them in museums. When the 
highly subversive work of Konrad Kessler – who seems to have disappeared – shows up in Geneva, it is 
immediately clear that this is a job for Sigma. The owner, his ex-wife, a close friend of hers and his sister-in-law, 
a famous actress, are all shadowed by spies who report everything they do and say to Sigma. But things spin out 
of control, and the owner of the painting, who realizes that it might be taken from him, kills the actress along 
with six other people.  

The style and story spin off beyond the bounds of language and literature: Julia Deck doesn’t just play 
off of spy novels and the theatre, but off of hackneyed phrases, snobbery, and the mannered speech of some 
social classes, more generally, for a result that is reminiscent of Flaubert’s DictionarY OF ACCEPTED IDEAS. 

“Clever, witty and chic. […]. As forewarned and willing targets, we put up no resistance to being 
manipulated.” Livres Hebdo 

Fermine, Maxence: CHAMAN (SHAMAN) 
(Michel Lafon, October 2017, 224 pages) 

A sensitive, profound subject matter. 

The day Richard Adam really understood he had only one life to live, he had never been so close to the 
sky – balancing on a steel girder almost 60 metres from the ground. From this vantage point, the view seemed 
incredible and life terribly fragile. He had never really suffered from vertigo. Until today. His mother had died in 
the night. 

Adam decides to take his mother’s body back onto Na- tive American territory and so undertakes a 
mystical journey tracing his ancestors’ footsteps in the heart of the Canadian wilderness. As he reconnects with 
his origins, guided by his totem animal the wolf, he discovers in himself the shamanic gift of communicating 
with the spirits of nature... 

Maxence Fermine was born in 1968 in Savoy, France. His singular talent for poetic prose has garnered 
plaudits and attention since publication of his bestselling debut novel NEIGE (Snow), translated in 20 languages. 
A multi-talented author, he writes for adults and children and has published a dozen novels with Albin Michel 
and Michel Lafon. 

Kiner, Aline: LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES (THE NIGHT OF THE BEGUINES) 
(Liana Levi, August 2017, 336 pages) 
Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 

Ø Three fiercely independent female characters who choose to live however they please, at a time 
when women were often ruled by their fathers or husbands. 

Ø A well-documented book with a lot of interesting historical information about life, politics and 
religion in the Middle Ages. 

Ø The story is set in a beguinage, little known structures that date back to the Middle Ages. They 
were compounds with dozens of small cottages housing widows or women who wanted to leave 
the outside world without going so far as to become nuns. 

Ø A feminine “Name of the rose” that’s hard to put down. 

Brilliantly interweaving the high points of the reign of Philip the Fair with the daily life of medieval 
Paris, intermingling the fates of fictional and real characters, Aline Kiner carries us along in fascinated 
suspense.  

It’s an enclave in the heart of Paris, until now protected by the king. In the great beguinage, widowed or 
unmarried, rich or poor, women are subject to no rule nor any authority. They may study, work, manage their 
property, and circulate freely. Ysabel chose to withdraw here twenty years ago. For Ade as well, the beguinage is 
a refuge, withdrawn from the world. But a newcomer is about to shatter the tranquillity of this little universe.  

One morning in January 1310, Ysabel discovers a wild young lady in rags at the door of the beguinage. 
She escaped form a forced marriage, and is accused of being a witch because of her red hair. For red, so it’s said, 
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is an accursed colour, the colour of the devil. Silent, rebellious, Maheut the Red has fled a horrible arranged 
marriage to the lord of Hainaut, her native region. Since then, throughout the entire city, a sinister Franciscan 
monk is relentlessly tracking her down... Soon, evil signs multiply around the community. The trial of the 
Templars continues stirring up gossip. And, a few hundred meters from the enclosure, on the riverside Place de 
Grève, one of their own is about to be burned: Marguerite Porete, a Beguine from Valenciennes, whose heretical 
book is at the heart of a secret pact. 

Aline Kiner lives in Paris where she is editor-in-chief of special issues of the journal Sciences et Avenir. 
She has compiled numerous dossiers on the Middle Ages and interviewed the greatest medievalists: Georges 
Duby, Jacques Le Goff, and Claude Gauvard. Editions Liana Levi has published Le Jeu du pendu (2011) and La 
Vie sur le fil (2014). La Nuit des béguines is the fruit of three years of research and writing. 

 “Very well documented, building on solid sources Aline Kiner brilliantly juggles history and 
fiction.” Le Figaro magazine 

“Sensitive and subtle in substance, carnal and poetic in form, this Night is a luminous novel .” 
huffingtonpost.fr 

“Aline Kiner leads us with brio into a little known Middle Ages of strong, eru- dite, supportive, and 
generous women.” Page des libraires 

Lafon, Lola: MERCY, MARY, PATTY 
(Actes Sud, August 2017, 240 pages) 
20,000 copies sold.  
Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 

Ø The author’s previous novel, LA PETITE COMMUNISTE QUI NE SOURIAIT JAMAIS about 
Nadia Comaneci (2014 - more than 120,000 copies sold in all its different formats) was published 
in 11 languages. 

Ø The novel is travelling back and forth through time, confronting knowledge and ignorance, fresh 
perspective and experience through its characters.  

Ø The novel shows how the case of Patricia Hearst changed and connected the existences of three 
women from different generations and cultures, who, one after the other, feel intimately 
connected to Patty’s rebellion and want to understand what happened. 

A rereading of the Patricia Hearst case through its life-changing influence on three women from 
different generations and its political, ideological and media impact. 

In February 1974, Patricia Hearst, grand daughter of the media tycoon William Randolph Hearst 
(inspiration for Orson Welles' Citizen Kane), is kidnapped against a ransom by a very small revolutionary group 
to which she quickly adheres. Two other women equally kidnapped at different periods of history experience the 
same what we know now as the Stockholm syndrome. Three women, an American and two French ones, all of 
different generations, closely study the case giving their understanding and interpretation. 

In the course of an interview which is so one-way as to feel like a trial, a voice addresses itself to Gene 
Neveva, an emeritus sociologist and star professor at the prestigious Smith College in Northampton, 
Massachusetts. For several weeks in 1975, Gene Neveva, who was then an English lecturer in the French 
provinces, immersed herself in the profusion of archives relating to the Patty Hearst affair in an attempt to 
bolster the defence of the young woman, who was accused of having espoused the cause of her kidnappers. To 
assist her in this painstaking archive research, Gene Neveva enlisted the services of her best student, the very 
discreet Violaine. For one of them it was a decisive encounter, and a quickly forgotten interlude for the other. 
Centred around a defining event of the age and three destinies which are 'kidnapped' by the attempt to grasp the 
enormity of its ramifications, Mercy, Mary, Patty is a novel of a rare intensity which examines the viral nature of 
transmission – the scandal and transgression of it all residing in the notion that to choose one's path in life, one 
must jettison all one's affiliations, and even one's very identity. 

A writer and musician, Lola Lafon is the author of three novels published by Flammarion: UNE 
FIÈVRE IMPOSSIBLE À NÉGOCIER (2003), DE ÇA JE ME CONSOLE (2007) and NOUS SOMMES LES 
OISEAUX DE LA TEMPÊTE QUI S’ANNONCE (2011), now available in Babel. In 2014, Actes Sud published 
LA PETITE COMMUNISTE QUI NE SOURIAIT jamais, which was enthusiastically received by the press and 
booksellers alike. 

“Lola Lafon part d’une histoire particulière pour mieux dévoiler le monde entier.” Transfuge   
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“Un texte sur la radicalité politique et le regard que la société pose sur les femmes qui s’émancipent.” 
Les Inrocks 

 “Fascinant, brûlant et brillant.” Version Femina 

Lafon, Marie-Hélène: NOS VIES (OUR LIVES) 
(Buchet Chastel, August 2017, 192 pages) 
Longlisted for the 2017 Goncourt Prize. 
Rights sold in: Poland (Wydawnicwto Literackie) 

Ø The author excels at showing little ordinary lives in tiny details, making the people lively. 

Ø A moving novel about living in the coty and felling sometimes lonely and anonymous. 

The latest work by Marie-Hélène Lafon, describes urban solitude. This text spun off from a short story, 
Gordana, published in 2012.  

Three people at the Franprix supermarket on Rue du Rendez-vous in Paris: a woman, who’s watching; 
Gordana, a cashier; and a still-young man who stubbornly insists on going to cash register 4, Gordana’s, every 
Friday morning. The woman who’s watching, Jeanne Santoire, is the narrator. Everything exists through her. She 
supposes and dreams up a life, several lives, in the present, future and past, for both Gordana and the young man. 
She also digs galleries through her own life, which she revisits and recomposes. By the end, we have learned that 
her parents were provincial shopkeepers and her grandmother was blind, that she had been an accountant and 
loved a man, and that, one day, with no reason, this man, Karim, left. 

Marie-Hélène Lafon is a classics professor in Paris. All of her novels – including L’Annonce (The Ad) 
(2009) and Les Pays (The Countries) (2012) – have been published by Buchet Chastel. In 2009 L’Annonce was 
short-listed for the Renaudot Prize, won the Bookseller National Award, and was being made into a TV movie at 
the moment broadcast on Arte. Her debut novel, Le Soir du Chien, won the Renaudot des Lycéens in 2001. In 
2016, les pays was included in the Finnegan's List project. 

“Marie-Hélène Lafon dit mieux que personne les liens ténus qui unissent les familles, et les ravages de 
l'ultra-moderne solitude dans les villes surpeuplées.” Ouest France 

“Marie-Hélène Lafon s'éloigne du monde rural pour sonder avec délicatesse l'isolement urbain.” La 
Croix 

Lighieri, Rebecca: LES GARÇONS DE L’ÉTÉ (SUMMER BOYS) 
(P.O.L, January 2017, 448 pages) 
8,000 copies sold 
Selected for the Prix des lecteurs de l’express 2017 
Selected for the Anais Nin Prize 2017 

Ø Thanks to her light-hearted style, the author manages to make this family drama both moving 
and entertaining. 

Ø The way in which each member of the family shares their secrets and their points of view will 
make readers feel particularly concerned about what happens to the characters. 

Ø The author’s clever manipulation will make readers change their mind about the main 
character halfway through the book. 

A family drama that takes an unexpected thrilling turn. 

This is the story of Thadée and Zachée, two brothers in their twenties, who are both handsome, brilliant 
and surf addicts. They have been raised by an adoring mother, Mylène, an admirative father, Jérôme and with a 
very clever yet enigmatic little sister, Ysé.  

One day on holidays in Reunion, one loses a leg after a shark attack while surfing. This event will 
completely disrupt their lives, turning these idyllic and perfect lives into a real thriller. This is the story of Cain 
and Abel revisited and narrated by the different characters in the story. 

Rébecca Lighieri, who also writes under the name of Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam, faithfully recreates 
the atmosphere of surf and surfers. She then adds the tension of a perfectly constructed, totally terrifying thriller. 
Her communicative pleasure in cracking down on lies, social conventions, airs and graces is combined with 
narrative efficiency and drama, proof that her talent reaches far beyond genres and registers. 
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Rights sold to: Germany (Secession Verlag), TV series in pre-production 

P.O.L published Husbands by Rébecca Lighieri in 2013. Emmanuelle Bayamack-Tam’s latest novel, 
I’m Coming, was published by P.O.L in 2015. She was awarded the Prix Vialatte and the Prix Ouest France 
/Etonnants Voyageurs in 2013 for If Everything Hasn’t Perished With My Innocence. 

“ With this perfected novel, Rebecca Lighieri triumphs with grace as a writer of perversity.” Le Monde 

“A story full of a kind of sarcastic jubilation which raises the crime novel to the rank of biblical 
tragedy.” Les Inrockuptibles 

 “A true crime novel playing with our nerves. […]The provincial bourgeoisie is roughly treated with 
heartening spite. The gloominess and the unspeakable emerge in order to rewrite the biblical episode of Abel 
and Cain. Dark author Rebecca Lighieri surfs a cruel and delicious genre.” Elle 

 “Complex, subtle, violent, moving: Lighieri’s new book is fascinating !” Ouest France 

“Unsettling and addictive.” Décideurs 

Pisier, Evelyne & Laurent, Caroline: ET SOUDAIN LA LIBERTÉ (AND SUDDENLY, 
FREEDOM) 
(Les Escales, August 2017, 440 pages) 
Prix Première Plume. 

Ø This account will move all women. It brilliantly and faithfully portrays women’s hopes and 
fights, as it shows that freedom is not given, but taken.  

Ø The style is lively, funny, concise. 

Ø This enlightening, enriching book encompasses a coming-of-age, a family history in 20th century 
and the discovery of freedom.  

Ø This story is told from the point of view of a little 7-year-old girl who is growing up. 

Ø The author, an acclaimed, politically-committed intellectual suddenly died of cancer as she was 
writing this book and the publisher finished the story thanks to a young talented writer.  

Through the growing awareness of a mother and her daughter, an awareness that changes their status 
from dutiful, obedient women to that of women in control of their destinies, we follow all the great historical 
moments of our times as they unfold: World War II, decolonization, feminist awareness, the fight for 
contraception and the accession of women to independance. 

Indochina, mid-forties. Mona, a young, frivolous, newly-wed woman married to an authoritarian 
colonial administrator, undergoes a terrifying experience at the end of the war: held prisoner with her little girl in 
a Japanese concentration camp, she is subjected to horrendous abuse.  

Emaciated, traumatized, but alive, Mona miraculously finds her husband. He has changed, he has 
becomes more brutal and authoritarian, especially as, though a war hero, he was on the German side and is 
considered a collaborator.  

The family arrives in Tahiti. Mona realizes that injustice prevails in the colonies. That the “indigenous 
peoples” are despised, beaten and often accused. She is shocked. She seeks to free herself of her husband’s 
influence. But how, when she has no way of earning a living?  

Mona starts by getting her driving license, first step. She reads Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, a 
true revelation for her, second giant step. Then, she gets a lover, third step, triggering a big scandal in the small 
circle of expats. Mona flees with the two children to Nice, where she manages to find a job. It’s tough but she 
realizes that to achieve emancipation, women must, above all, work.  

The children grow up, take part in the liberation movements of the Sixties, witness the emergence of 
feminism, decolonization, travel to Cuba, meet Fidel Castro struggling to shake off the shackles of the two 
superpowers, the young blond French girl falls in love with the handsome Barbudo, two years of romance.  

Back in Paris, Lucie-Evelyne marries, has children while studying, becomes a writer, a lecturer, a 
political specialist. She shows her Memoirs to Caroline and the circle is complete.  

Rights sold in; China (Sea Sky), Spain (Luman) and Greece (Enalios). 

“Un portrait plein de vitalié […], celui d’une femme determine, exubérante et drôle.” Le Point 
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“Une incroyable traversée du XXe siècle : l'histoire romancée d'Evelyne Pisier et de sa mère, deux 
femmes puissantes en quête de liberté. L'OVNI littéraire de la rentré.” Actualitté 

Nohant, Gaëlle: LÉGENDE D'UN DORMEUR ÉVEILLÉ (THE LEGEND OF THE 
AWAKENED SLEEPER) 
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, August 2017, 544 pages) 
Shortisted for the prix Landerneau.  
Selected among other 12 novels as a “coup de coeur” of the magazine Page. 
Shortlisted for the Prix des lectrices de Elle. 
Selected for the prix littéraire du Monde, and the prix littéraire du Parisien,  
Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 

Ø A book in which we cross paths with the great writers and artists of Paris in the 1930s: André 
Breton and the Surrealists, Jacques Prévert, Tsuguharu Fujita, Jean-Louis Barrault, Man Ray 
and Lee Miller, and more. 

Ø A well-documented novel that is elegantly studded with verses from Robert Desnos’s poems, 
placed in the context in which they were written. 

Ø An author who skillfully intertwines fiction and reality, with flamboyant style. 

A spectacular literary investigation. It revives fifteen years of history, from the 1930’s to the 
occupation. On the trail of Robert Desnos, a major writer and poet, this is a novel that immerses readers in 
Paris between the World Wars and during the Occupation: from encounters with the Surrealists and the 
Montparnasse artists’ ball, to clandestine rendezvous during the Resistance.  

Paris, 1928. Robert Desnos returns from Cuba to Paris, reconnecting with his artist friends and his 
singer mistress. He considers himself a creative writer first and foremost, but to earn a living, he also sometimes 
writes for newspapers.  That activity will put an end to his relationship with André Breton and get him kicked 
out of the Surrealist group. Desnos pursues his own unique kind of writing, and meets Yuki Foujita, who will be 
the great love of his life. He gradually becomes more concerned about the rise in fascism in Europe, takes a job 
with a radio station, and writes more than ever. In 1940, upon his return from the Phony War, he joins the 
Resistance. That and the clear stance he takes in the press get him arrested and deported. He dies of typhus in a 
camp in June 1945, while Yuki is doing everything in her power to find him. 

Gaëlle Nohant paints the portrait of an artist who was changed by the times he lived in – from a poet to 
a Partisan, a Surrealist to a forger – without ever losing his humanity, his decency or his caustic spirit. 

Born in Paris in 1973, Gaëlle Nohant now lives in Lyon. The Legend of the Awakened Sleeper is her 
third novel. Her first book L’ANCRE DES RÊVES won the Encre Marine prize in 2007. Selling more than 
125,000 copies, LA PART DES FLAMMES won the France bleu/Page des Libraires prize in 2015 and the Livre 
de Poche prize in 2016, and sold more than 125,000 copies.  

“Gaëlle Nohant tire un récit haletant, où ne manquent au décor ni les voix éraillées des premières 
chanteuses de jazz, ni l'irrésistible attrait des amoureuses émancipées des années 20.” France Info 

“Gaëlle Nohant confirme sa capacité à camper des univers historiques forts, alliant avec talent le 
populaire et l’érudit.” Lire 

Coulon, Cécile: TROIS SAISONS D’ORAGE (STONE NESTS) 
(Viviane Hamy, January 2017, 269 pages) 
Awarded the Prix des Libraires 2017 

Ø A powerful family saga, written by one of France’s rising literary voices. 

Ø A novel reminiscent of Antiquity tragedy where fate punishes childen for their parents’ mistakes 

Ø A strong text that shows the beauty of the countryside and landscapes. 

At the foot of the million-year-old cliffs nests a remote village, made up of farmers and workers making 
a living from quarrying stone. 

It is here that during World War II, Andre, a doctor, visits once a week to treat the workers and their 
families. He slowly learns to love this desolate place and becomes attached to the inhabitants, until one day he 
settles here to continue his work. He buys a superb property on the outskirts of the town, where he had been 
called to years before to try to save a newborn, without success. 
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Andre belatedly learns about the existence of his son Benedict who he decides to take under his wing. 
Once he completes his studies, Benedict marries Agnes, a sublime creature from the town. He takes on the work 
at the doctor’s surgery and has his own family. The arrival of their first daughter, Bérengère, and her first love, 
seems to challenge the fragile harmony that had been created. 

Will the million-year-old cliffs, and their wild sovereignty, reclaim their rights? 

Cécile Coulon was born in 1990. She is studying and working on a Phd on Sport and Literature. She has 
already published five novels at Viviane Hamy and is considered as one of the raising talent of contemporary 
French fiction. 

“La talentueuse Cécile Coulon frappe encore avec ces Trois saisons d’orage [...] La précision de son 
regard, injectée dans ses descriptions de liens ténus, explose au détour de bien des scènes inattendues, 
confirmant virtuosité narrative et capacité à saisir l’universalité dans les détails.” La Croix 

“Il y a quelque chose de l’Amérique et de ses auteurs de grand air dans la plume impétueuse de la 
jeune femme [...] Cécile Coulon signe un roman ébouriffant.” Les Inrockuptibles 

“Portée par une langue incandescente, du rythme, cette tragédie est une réflexion sur l’impuissance de 
l’homme, jouet de la nature.” Version Fémina 

Goetz, Adrien: VILLA KÉRYLOS 
(Grasset, March 2017, 352 pages) 

Ø Adrien Goetz spent three years in the stacks of the Musée du Louvre, the archives of the French 
School in Athens, and of course, the Villa Kérylos, researching this incredible lineage of great 
scholars. 

Villa Kérylos, the renowned mansion in the Riviera, was built in the early 20th century for the Reinach 
Brothers, the great Hellenists of France’s Third Republic. Entirely decorated in the style of Ancient Greece, they 
turned their home into a treasure trove of French erudition. Adrien Goetz brings them back to life through the 
eyes of the young Achille, who knew them as a child, and returns to visit at the end of his life. 

As the cook’s son, Achille knew the Reinach Brothers quite well: Joseph, Salomon and Théodore – aka, 
J, S, T. Je Sais Tout (i.e., “I know everything”). Several decades later, he decides to return to Kérylos. With 
every room, he tries to rediscover the years he spent as a child among the members of this great family, and in 
“Ancient Greece.” But he also tries to rediscover Ariane: a friend of the 

Reinachs’, and the love of his life, whose memory suddenly resurfaces... 

Villa Kérylos brings readers back to a time when knowledge contributed to one’s social status, pleasure, 
and taste. An era that was quickly tarnished by the anti-Semitism of the Dreyfus Affair, and irreparably damaged 
by two World Wars. 

Adrien Goetz has published several novels for Grasset, including LE COIFFEUR DE 
CHATEAUBRIAND (2010). His novel, INTRIGUE À L’ANGLAISE (2007) won the Prix Arsène Lupin for 
Crime Fiction. 

Fabre, Dominique: LES SOIRÉES CHEZ MATHILDE (SOIRÉES AT MATHILDE’S) 
(L’Olivier, February 2017, 231 pages) 

Ø A sweetly emotional writing style expressing melancholy and nostalgia for an era that has gone 
by. 

Ø A seedy, marginal side of Paris in the 80s, as seen through the eyes of a young man who has 
since grown up. 

Ø As we have come to expect from Dominique Fabre, the characters seem to have stepped out of a 
film from the Nouvelle Vague. 

Ø The polarity between an ordinary Parisian background for that time, and the phantasmagorical 
evenings in the chic western suburbs.  

 With a group of friends that are older than he, a young man is deeply affected by what he learns about 
human relations and love through a chance encounter at a bar in Paris’s Saint Lazare Station. 

In the 80s, an idle young man hangs out in the bars near Saint Lazare Station. He meets all sorts of 
people there, including a mysterious Egyptian man that he has an ambiguous but intense relationship with, as 
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well as a group of friends that get together for parties at the home of Mathilde, who has a big house in Sèvres, a 
wealthy suburb of Paris. Invited to the fascinating woman’s home, the young man finds himself thrust into a 
world that it unlike anything he has ever known. A world of drinking, wide-ranging conversation, light-hearted 
flirting and slow dancing. 

The atmosphere draws the young man into a delightful nonchalance that turns him away from the 
lonely, restricted life he had been living in Paris. He falls in love, makes all sorts of plans and knows right away 
that this period will stay with him forever. The book is bursting with powerful, fleeting emotion caught by 
Dominique Fabre’s thoughtful writing style. With light touches, she continues her portrait of a period that is 
gone forever, a night watch in which the characters wind up woven into the softly lit décor of memory. 

Dominique Fabre has published a dozen novels, including IL FAUDRAIT S’ARRACHER LE CŒUR 
(“You’d Have to Tear Out Your Heart”, 2012), DES NUAGES ET DES TOURS (“Of Clouds and Towers” 
2013), PHOTOS VOLÉES (“Stolen Photos”, Prix Eugène Dabit, 2014) at Éditions de l’Olivier. 

Faussadier, Axelle: L’INACHÈVEMENT (AN INCOMPLETE LIFE) 
(Kero, January 2017, 370 pages) 

Ø A main character both clumsy and cold, lucid but suffering, that one does not forget. 

Ø A hard hitting, raw book – closre to real life than fashionable truth. 

Ø Flawless, fluid and relentless writing. 

A dark and harrowing first novel on an anti-Madame Bovary’s inability to live, a young girl who in 
choosing oblivion over imperfection, challenges the meaning of our lives. 

After finishing Gustave Flaubert’s debut novel Madame Bovary, Austia, 16, vows never to let herself be 
consumed by quixotic expectations. She feels different from the others, and dreams of a unique destiny far from 
the humble and satisfied life of her parents. She thus decides to keep a clear- headed view of her life and not get 
lost in the devastating throes of reckless passions. As opposed to her schoolmates, she is intent on choosing 
reason over heart in picking a lover and soon sets her sights on Théodore who seems to match her expectations. 
In her excessive attempts to think her life however, does Austia not risk actually passing by it? 

Axelle Faussadier is 34. After completing her Classical Studies, she went on to become a French 
language teacher. She currently teaches in a secondary school in Paris. 

DEBUT NOVEL 

Favier, Emmanuelle: LE COURAGE QU’IL FAUT AUX RIVIÈRES (HOW BRAVE ARE 
THE RIVERS ?) 
(Albin Michel, August 2017, 224 pages) 

Ø The poetic brutality of the world described by the author. 

Ø Despite the serious topic, the whole text gives off a light touch of hope and beauty. 

Ø The characters’ stories so intriguing. 

Ø The brutal traditions of small and forgotten villages. 

In a small Albanian village, mostly secluded from the outside world and living by its own customs, 
Manushe has taken the vow to be a man. Respected by the villagers, her authority soon dwindles when a 
mysterious stranger, Adrian, decides to stay among them. Both have secrets that should stay undisturbed at risk 
of awakening dormant pulsions. 

‘The door closed on the last man.’ In a remote village in the extreme north of the Balkans, lives 
Manushe. Although she was born a woman, Manushe lives a man’s life: she dresses, smokes, drinks, drives, 
takes decisions for her clan as would a well- respected man. When she took the oath to remain a virgin at the age 
of seventeen, she acquired the rights and duties traditionally reserved for men. But the arrival of Adrian, a man 
whose past is as mysterious as his eyes are captivating, upsets the calm tranquility of the village, and suddenly 
reminds Manushe that she is a woman...  
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A first novel that focuses on the cultural construction of human beings, the oppression of women in 
traditional communities, the ambiguous nature of desires and behaviour. Conceiving one’s alterity and learning 
to be different and free. 

Emmanuelle Favier has published a collection of short stories, several books of poems and three plays. 
LE COURAGE QU’IL FAUT AUX RIVIÈRES is her first novel. 

“Un premier roman ardent, qui porte le réveil d’une sensualité contrainte depuis toujours, d’une 
volupté qui brouille les genres, d’instincts, dont celui de survie n’est pas le moins puissant.” Livres Hebdo 

Pouchet, Victor: POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT (WHY BIRDS DIE) 
(Finitude, September 2017, 192 pages) 
English sample chapter available. 
Was short-listed for the Prix Stanislas for best first novel. 

Ø A surprising and exhilarating debut novel at crossroads between personal family stories and 
natural history. 

Ø A sensitive writing introducing a young man in search of identity intertwined with encyclopedic 
knowledge and amusing real anecdotes about birds and science. 

Ø An ornithological and naturalist stroll. 

In Victor Pouchet’s clever debut novel, the narrator embarks on a seemingly river-trip in Normandy 
and on a quest to himself.  

One day, in Normandy, birds mysteriously fell out of the sky. Clearly nobody cares about the fact that it 
was raining birds. The local newspapers barely mentioned it. Only a young Parisian who is trying to avoid 
working on his thesis finds himself fascinated by this strange phenomenon that took place in the village where he 
grew up. 

He searches, investigates and finds several leads, each one more unexpected and unlikely than the last. 
He embarks a cruise down the Seine, falls in love, meets both friendly and unfriendly faces, dreams up a family 
ancestor, and tries to put both his notes and his life in order. 

After the international bestseller Waiting for BOJANGLES by Olivier Bourdeaut, this is the latest 
talented new author discovered by Éditions Finitude. 

Victor Pouchet was born in Paris in 1985. He holds an advanced degree in Modern Literature and 
teaches advanced placement classes. He is also occasionally a critic for the Magazine Littéraire as well as 
working for the Maison de la Poésie. POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT is his first novel. 

Rights sold in: Germany (Berlin Verlag), Czech Republic (Paseka), China (Haitian), Poland 
(Czarna Owca). 

“A delightful French literary debut, with a poetic and melancholic atmosphere as well as obvious 
cinematic references such as Hitchcock's Birds. Not to be missed!” Koukla MacLehose 

 “A clever and witty debut novel, which reveals a young new voice with a fine sense of observation and 
a brilliant, laconic style.  The oscillating and hesitating main character in his search is both, a very 
contemporary hero and a likable, touching man.” Bettina Foulon 

 “Une flânerie brillante, hilarante et incongrue.” Lire 

“Victor Pouchet signe un premier roman imaginatif.” Livres hebdo 

Errol, Henrot: LES LIENS DU SANG (THE BOND OF BLOOD)  
(Le Dilettante, August 2017, 192 pages) 

Ø In the same vein as Upton Sinclair’s Jungle. 

Ø The animal rights condition is gaining more and more adepts and raises questions among 
intellectuals. 

Ø The author is a convinced vegetarian who chose fiction to share his point of view on the matter 
of animal suffering. 

Ø A classic and clinically cold writing style. 
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“'That's why I don't kill animals. Flesh has memory. It continues murmuring long after death. Time has 
not passed. Flesh remembers screaming. Screaming to death. A truce is no longer possible.'” 

The discovery of blood. Something is wrong. François is hired to kill in a slaughter house on the 
outskirts of the city, the one where his father had worked. He's a sad boy, the kind of absent person who never 
shows his emotions. Day after day, year after year, he witnesses ordinary violence to animals. Within the 
confines of the slaughterhouse walls, he has the impression of being in another world, and this daily brutality 
gradually changes his personality. Outside, the horror persists, the suffering remains. Madness looms. The 
question of blood returns: and what if Earth was unable to absorb a single drop more? The passing of his father 
whose dead flesh haunts him, the denunciation of the absurd slaughter of a cow, the violent row that ensued with 
the manager forces François to flee, a flight that will not be a predictable getaway but a real escape, a fusion at 
the heart of a magnificent landscape which suddenly becomes a cosmic hermitage. 

A tense, sharp, activist first novel. 

“Servi par une écriture très classique, d'une froideur clinique, Les liens du sang est un roman tout à fait 
remarquable, qui plonge au plus profond de ses personnages, et invite le lecteur à un examen de conscience sur 
son rapport au monde, à la nature, aux autres êtres vivants.” Livres Hebdo 

“ Si le constat est accablant, le primo-romancier ponctue également son histoire de rencontres avec des 
éleveurs prévenants et respectueux de leurs bêtes, garants d’un lien privilégié à l’animal.” Livres Hebdo 

Flahaut, Thomas: OSTWALD (OSTWALD) 
(L’Olivier, August 2017, 190 pages) 
Shortlisted for: Prix Stanislas for best debut novel!, Prix de la Vocation, Prix Feuille d’or de la 
ville de Nancy, Prix des lecteurs de L’escale du livre 2018. 

Ø A promising first novel with an unusual and captivating style. 

Ø Based on wandering and nostalgia, two brothers’ relationship unravels, like a reflection of youth 
left to its own devices. 

Ø With curt, cutting dialogues, the author manages to capture the cold, threatening atmosphere, 
and readers will be gripped by the latent tension. 

A dystopia that turns into a nightmare: following a nuclear meltdown at Fessenheim, a state of 
emergency is declared in a climate of hysteria. 

A nuclear power plant melts down, and in a post-apocalyptic context, two estranged brothers are forced 
to work together to escape from a refugee camp and search for their family. For them, the catastrophe is the start 
of a long journey through a devastated land. 

Two brothers are left to their own devices when the suburbs of Strasbourg are evacuated after a nearby 
nuclear power plant blows up. Jammed into a refugee camp, they decide to escape, making their way back to 
Strasbourg, crossing a post-apocalyptic desert, siphoning gas from abandoned cars, eating spoiled food and 
trying to patch up a relation that has long been cast aside 

Unable to find their father, the two brothers wind up at the Parliament in Strasbourg, where young 
people have gathered in a haphazard way, using generators to make deafening music, inventing their own drugs 
and drinking as though there were no tomorrow. When a short circuit sets the cables on fire, Noël runs away, 
losing track of his brother, who heads off on his own. The Parliament collapses and Noël winds up alone. 
Ostwald is an apocalyptic tale of wandering set in a fictional Eastern France: a strikingly original debut novel. 

In this realistic first novel, Thomas Flahaut offers a convincing description of the threats to democracy 
when order begins to yield to chaos. Born in 1991, after having been raised near Strasbourg, Thomas Flahaut 
now lives in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Jougla, Stéphane: GABRIELLE OU LE JARDIN RETROUVÉ (GABRIELLE OR THE 
REDISCOVERED GARDEN) 
(Denoël, August 2017, 218 pages) 
English sample chapter available. 

Ø A novel set in a circumscribed setting that nevertheless grants a certain freedom to a wounded 
man, overturning the norms of modern society. 
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Ø Nature’s beauty and the delicate art of gardening are revealed through the power of books in this 
poetical and off-beat tale. 

Ø The themes – endless love, the impossibility of overcoming grief, and the transmission of 
knowledge – are handled with subtlety and affection.  

Ø A hymn to love, books, gardens and freedom… and to the absurdity of a society that doesn’t 
understand that anyone could want to leave the beaten path.  

Ø A novel in keeping with Waiting for Bojangles by Olivier Bourdeaut: a lovely mix of lightness, 
melancholy, and optimism in a universe reminiscent of Jacques Prévert, Frank Capra, and Boris 
Vian.  

Ø A story that speaks of mourning a loved one and the process of rebirth through the healing 
power of the written word. 

Ø Botanical symbolism: a novel that shows how, in spite of suffering, life is reborn and springs up 
everywhere, like Gabrielle’s enchanted garden.  

A tender and zany dramatic comedy about the shattered destiny of an ordinary couple bound by an 
extraordinary love... When a secret garden holds the key to healing inconsolable grief. 

Nowadays in the region surrounding Paris, Martin loses the woman he loves, Gabrielle, in a traffic 
accident. Inconsolable, he sinks deeper and deeper into the denial of her brutal disappearance and forces himself 
to keep her memory alive. Gabrielle had two passions: reading and gardening. Martin, who has never opened a 
book in his life and who always thought of the garden as Gabrielle’s personal domain, begins to read and to care 
for the garden in Gabrielle’s footsteps. In the process, he discovers a secret that Gabrielle had kept hidden from 
him out of love. This secret will lead him to meet some extraordinary characters and will turn his life upside 
down while helping him to overcome Gabrielle’s death in unexpected ways. Thanks to this secret, Martin will 
find peace and even happiness as he lives a self�sufficient life cultivating his garden, like a modern Robinson 
Crusoe in the middle of the city. Unfortunately, society has other plans. The earthly paradise that Martin creates 
in Gabrielle’s garden disturbs the status quo and is a source of envy. The price that Martin will pay for the 
jealousy of others is steep, but the garden is indestructible. Capable of overcoming anything, Gabrielle’s garden 
will take on a new form through its rebirth. 

A radiant dramatic comedy, this tender and sometimes absurdly comical variation on the themes of 
never-ending love, unbearable grief, and passing along the love for reading and the delicate art of gardening 
elicits the same zany sense of tragedy. 

This novel brings to mind films such as The Intouchables in a hymn to human solidarity and helping 
one another, reflected by the relationship between Gabrielle and her young student Charlie, the gifted gardener 
who keeps her garden “miraculously” thriving after her death. 

Stéphane Jougla was born in 1964 in Toulouse. After studying law and literature, he worked for quite a 
while in legal editing. Since 2013, he teaches modern literature. He is also the author of three novels which were 
published by Gallimard and Le Seuil. His first novel, L’IDÉE (The Idea), won the Mediterranean High Schooler 
Prize in 2003. He also writes for the social sciences journal Sigila which is dedicated to the interdisciplinary 
exploration of secrets. In addition to these activities, he is the author of school textbooks (collection Fleurs 
d’encre published by Hachette). 

Rights sold in: Germany. 

Messina, Marion: FAUX DÉPART (FALSE START) 
(Le Dilettante, August 2017, 224 pages) 

Ø The author is already described as a female version of Houellebecq!! 

Ø An acerbic, striking lucid first novel, in empathy with the dignified, defiant, creative little people 
of France.  

Ø An ode to hope for a generation enduring a loss of social status and an economic crisis. 

Ø A hymn to youth, without clichés, sordid realism or glorified suffering. 

“Unlike Grenoble where the initial contact was very quickly followed by salacious innuendos, roving 
eyes and a throaty voice, Parisians had a neurotic need to talk. Work was often at the heart of their 
discussions.” 
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Aurélie, eighteen, the daughter of working-class parents, arrives at university at the peak of the 
subprime crisis. Fed up with the mediocrity of her young life, she decides to go and live in Paris. With no 
money, no guarantor and no lodgings, she bumps against the invisible barrier of a supposedly egalitarian society 
run and organized by the beneficiaries of a system on its last legs. With her lover Alejandro, who has a passion 
for Argentinian literature and endless drinking binges, and her friend Benjamin, an unsuccessful mediaevalist 
turned pizza delivery driver, Aurélie tries to find an alternative to the absurd, servile life that lies ahead. 

Always in the approach phase, never in the lunar-landing phase, Marion Messina describes the daily 
frustrations of the young generation with entomological rigour.  

Faux depart is ingenious and unrelenting, the narrator’s eye is sharp and cruel, precise and disillusioned, 
drawing a hell of a picture of our society and its flaws, in particular the promises it makes to the young 
generation. The author’s infinite affection for her characters, together with her lively, balanced style, plunges us 
into the world of the little people of France, the excluded. Aurélie, though only 18, has so much to tell: the grain 
of sand wants to become a diamond… 

Though from a poor neighbourhood, Marion Messina talks proper, is not an arsonist or a victim, was 
raised by book-loving, gourmet, working-class parents: she was predestined not to conform to any clichés. She 
became a freelance journalist, studied political science and finally got a technical certificate in agriculture. The 
authoress is 27 years old.  

Rights sold in:  Germany (Hanser, pre-empt) and Italy (La nave di Teseo, pre-empt). 

“Among the first novels, I smiled on opening Faux départ by Marion Messina […]. I hope the 292 
authors I have not mentioned here will not take umbrage: they shouldn’t have published at this time of the year. 
The literary rentrée is a cruel game, in which many are called but few are read.” Frédéric Beigbeder - Le 
Figaro Magazine  

 “I thoroughly enjoyed this entertaining, delicate, saucy and oh so true novel about our era.” Fabrice 
Langlet, Librairie Les Nouveautés 

Monnier, Ariane: LE PRESBYTÈRE (THE RECTORY) 
(JC Lattès, August 2017, 270 pages) 

A powerful, disturbing novel where the author unmasks the violence in human relationships behind the 
apparent tranquility of a well-to-do family. 

In the early seventies, Balthazar Beranger moves into an old rectory on the edge of town with his young 
wife Sonia. The house is set aback from the street and its beautiful windows are hidden by a large basswood 
tree. Balthazar is a young doctor who is determined to raise his children as real hu- man beings. They are kept 
isolated from a world he considers detrimental to their imagination and are introduced to music and lessons in 
morality, while their mother submits to her husband’s toxic combination of charm and vio- lence. 

Helpless puppets at the hands of their father whose punishments, demands and humiliations worsen 
with each passing day, the children learn to be silent. 

Ariane Monnier’s first novel describes a house where the rooms are progres- sively transformed into a 
stage for spectacles of cruelty, where one can hear terrible whispers through barely open doors. 

Ariane Monnier is a doctor in anthropology and the author of an essay, LES PROCÈS COLONNA, 
CHAÏB, BISSONNET. ANTHROPOLOGIE DE TROIS AFFAIRES JUDICIARIES, (Editions du Bord de 
l’Eau). LE PRESBYTÈRE is her first novel. 

“Ariane Monnier builds suspense like an author of thrillers. We have no idea when tragedy will strike, 
but we know it will be dreadful.” Les Inrocks 

“Page after page, flights of fantasy and reverie come to the rescue of an unbearable reality. Beautiful.” 
Le Parisien 

 “Un roman hitchcockien. [Ariane Monnier] y démontre avec une glaçante efficacité comment la 
famille peut se révéler le terreau de névroses et de perversions en tous genres.” L’Obs 

 “Everything is portrayed with realism and sincerity, with neither false sentiments nor lies. Life is what 
it is, without embellishment or detours.” 
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Monglon, Anne-Sophie: UNE FILLE, AU BOIS DORMANT  (THE SLEEPING GIRL) 
(Mercure de France, August 2017, 192 pages) 

Ø The author shows a complex and rarely discussed aspect of many modern women’s lives: 
reintegrating an office environment after having gone on maternity leave. 

Ø An awakening that many female readers will be able to relate to.  

Ø Writing in the second person, the auteur imposes her style and brings power to the main 
character’s shy voice.  

In her first novel, Anne-Sophie Monglon portrays the path of a modern woman confronted with the  
psychological violence of the world of work, who tries to empower herself and give her life meaning.  

Bérénice Barbaret Duchamp, 33 years old, is a manager at an important communications firm. When 
she returns from maternity leave, she feels that she is being looked at in a different way... While she was away, 
some important changes occurred. Little by little she is getting pushed aside... Bérénice – not someone who tries 
to take the limelight – is leaning towards accepting the situation without a fight. But her friend Clara shakes her 
up: she’s got to stick up for herself! Thanks to a personal-development course, “Finding your voice to find your 
path in life,” she gets to know Guillaume, the musician and coach, in whom she sees a possible alter ego. They 
start going out after class, talking about life and making progress together. Bérénice gradually manages to make 
herself heard and to free herself of the fetters that were holding her back, the invisibility she had been imposing 
on herself as a condition for living. By the end of the novel, she has gotten back both her will to live and her 
desire for her partner.  

Anne-Sophie Monglon used to teach literature at university. Since 2009 she has had her own literary 
consulting agency, specialized in assisting authors and organizing writing workshops.  

Ninet, Ludovic: LA FILLE DU VAN  (THE GIRL WITH THE VAN) 
(Serge Safran, August 2017, 208 pages) 

Ø Endearing but wounded, hypersensitive characters, who live in the margins in order to escape 
reality. 

Ø An idyllic setting that gradually yields to a darker, yet still hopeful atmosphere. 

Ø A straightforward style that faithfully and sincerely transcribes the violence of memories of war.  

Behind the magnificent façade of the South of France, with its beaches, turquoise water and white 
sands, four characters with different, but equally painful pasts, will each try both to keep their heads above 
water and to support each other, in order to bring meaning back to their lives.   

Red-headed Sonja is struggling with nightmares as she tries to flee her past as a soldier in Afghanistan. 
She is living a nomadic life, wandering around southern France in a van, stopping here and there to do odd jobs. 

Having arrived in Mèze, a small town near Montpelier, she meets Pierre, a former Olympic champion 
pole-vaulter, whose dreams have been shattered. Then she becomes friends with Sabine, who gets her a job in a 
supermarket, and Abbes, the son of a harki (an Algerian who fought for the French during the Algerian War of 
Independence) who has had several run-ins with the police.  

Between Mèze, Sète and Balaruc-les-Bains, on the shores of a string of lagoons known as the Thau 
Bssin, the four of them will try to invent new horizons and a brighter future for themselves and each other.  

Ludovic Ninet was born in Paris in 1976. He plied the journalists’ trade for 15 years. He now lives in 
the Vendée region, on France’s Atlantic coast. La Fille du van is his debut novel. 

“With hard-hitting sentences and sustained acuteness, the author has written a bitter, yet moving 
chronicle of self-discovery and the search for community and forgiveness.” Bruxelles Culture 

Norton, Claire: EN TON ÂME ET CONSCIENCE (IN GOOD CONSCIENCE) 
(Robert Laffont, May 2018, 326 pages) 

A guardian angel is watching over you— he’s a ten-year-old boy. 

Evan Kester has everything going for him: tall, handsome and sophisticated, he is a renowned surgeon 
who lives and works in Florida. However, since he was a child, a terrible nightmare has haunted him. His little 
sister Kelsie was kidnapped before his eyes. He was unable to do anything to save her. Twenty-five years later, 
Evan is approached by a ten-year-old boy. He’s a rather smart kid who insists on speaking to Evan. When Evan 
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turns him away, the boy announces that Kelsie is alive, but in grave danger. Evan can’t believe the kid’s claims. 
But when the child brings him proof that what he says is true, Evan throws himself into finding his sister. Over 
the course of this pursuit, he will go from one surprise to the next... 

Claire Norton was inspired by the remarkable encounters she had with people in the hospital for this 
novel. She is 47-year-old mother with three children who continues to balance her professional activities as a 
human resources director with her passion for writing. In Good Conscience is her first novel. 

Pons, Charlotte : PARMI LES MIENS (AMONG MY PEOPLE) 
(Flammarion, August 2017, 192 pages) 

Ø  A very subtle debut novel on siblings. 

Gabriel and Adèle are Manon's brother and sister: her own people. This novel is the story of an 
extended family of scattered siblings, suddenly shaken by an unexpected drama: after an accident, their mother 
is alive but brain-dead. 

What remains, in our adult interactions, of who we were as children? And their lost mother, was she the 
same person for all of them? Charlotte Pons has written an ordinary tragedy with a buildup of psychological 
tension, and in doing so, she has revealed her incredible talent to stage, in all their naked truth, family 
relationships. 

Charlotte Pons spent eight years as a culture journalist and managing editor in an editorial board based 
in Paris. In 2016, she created the writing workshops Engrenages & Fictions. PARMI LES MIENS is her debut 
novel. 

Voisine, Pascal: MON GAMIN (MY KID) 
(Calmann-Lévy, August 2017, 240 pages) 
French sales : Paperback (Le Livre de Poche) 

Ø A masculine novel about first love, music and hidden secrets.  

Ø An exceptional friendship between a boy who’s still virtually a child and an adult who’s not like 
other people. 

Ø An unusual first novel in which the main character looks back on the day his life changed.  

Ø The story is built like a movie with several point-of-view and flashbacks. 

A debut novel brimming with finesse that explores the balance between fantasy and the sorrows of life 
through the eyes of a teenager and and a cast of unconventional and touching characters.  

The summer of 1977, a season of vinyl records, hot weather and swimming, Thierry, 14, discovers 
music, first love and the roller coaster of adolescence, when everything is both boring and intense. He and 
Francis, a mentally handicapped man who lives in the nearby psychiatric ward, form a fast, joy-filled friendship. 

Yet everything changes drastically that summer. Thierry catches Emelyne, his father’s much-younger 
girlfriend, cheating on him with a male nurse who is a devoted fan of Elvis. Wanting to avenge his father, 
Thierry sneaks into the man’s home. Caught in the act, he panics and strikes the nurse a fatal blow with his 
favorite guitar. The body isn’t discovered until quite a while later, and an angry mob of villagers kills Francis, 
whom they believe is the killer. When Thierry’s father uncovers his son’s secret, he takes his son to Spain for his 
own safety and falsely confesses to the murder himself.  

Forty years later, Thierry, now a successful musician, decides to explore his late father’s life. He 
realizes that his father took the rap for all those years in order to protect him.  

A novel with an unsettling atmosphere intertwining music, mental illness and adolescence.  

A film buff since childhood and director of short films, it is as assistant director that Pascal Voisine first 
discovered psychiatry, a fascinating world unto itself. From there came the inspiration for this, his debut novel, 
whose melody is unique, whose characters are endearingly strange, and from which the certainty arises that life 
can find its way anywhere and everywhere 

“Une enquête qui entrecroise musique et psychiatrie.” Livres Hebdo 
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WOMEN WRITING 

Bertholon, Delphine: COEUR NAUFRAGE (SUNKEN HEART) 
(JC Lattès, March 2017, 304 pages) 

Ø True style and a genuine understanding of teenagers and the implications of becoming parents. 

Our lives are shaped around our decisions, good and bad, things left unsaid, and things misunderstood. 
But, once missed, is there hope for a second chance?  

Lyla is single, lonely, and about to turn thirty-four. The only bright spots of her well-ordered life are her 
job as a translator and her eccentric best friend Zoe. Then one day she receives a strange message that abruptly 
transports her seventeen years back to her past, to that summer of 1998. Leila is sixteen and dreams of escaping 
from home and her abusive mother. During vacation on the Atlantic coast, she meets and falls in love with Joris, 
a surfer. When she finally realizes she is pregnant, it’s too late. 

COEUR-NAUFRAGE alternates between voices of the past and present: Lyla’s adolescence and the 
consequences of that summer, both for the adult she has become and the crushing secret she carries of giving up 
her baby for adoption, and for Joris who discovers his fatherhood so many years later. 

Delphine Bertholon is the author of TWIST, L’EFFET LARSEN, the widely applauded novel, GRACE, 
and more recently, SOLEIL À MES PIEDS and CORPS INUTILES, all published with Lattès. She lives in 
Paris. 

Duval, Chloé: À SA RENCONTRE (THE CHÂTEAU BY THE RIVER) 
(Bragelonne, August 2017, 480 pages) 

Ø The charm of France: a chateau whose enchanting ruins offer glimpses of its sumptuous past. 

Ø Two parallel stories of life and love in one novel. 

Ø A feel-good novel with a fairytale quality. 

The second novel by Chloé Duval after Stolen Time which is just out in the US and will soon be in Italy 
and Germany. Two women, two eras, and one chateau that will decide their destinies 

Alexandra, a dynamic young business-woman from California, has always been fascinated with France. 
She discovers that she herself has French roots when she comes across a photo of her ancestor Gabrielle D’Arcy, 
posing in front of the Chateau of Ferté-Chandeniers. She determines to find out everything there is to know 
about this woman who left her country for America 100 years ago. 

Alex travels to France to the village of Chandeniers, where she gets to know Eric, the new owner of the 
once magnificent chateau, which is now half-ruined after a fire in the 1900s. But Eric turns against this 
American who has invited herself into the homestead that was so dear to his father, and which he is at such pains 
to protect from would-be buyers who care little for preserving its heritage. 

It was in this place that Gabrielle dreamed, doubted, and lived a great love, and it is here that her 
descendant, walking in her footsteps, just might meet her own destiny. 

Definitely a highlight for women’s fiction, as it’s even better than the first one, very romantic and 
anchored in the French Chateaux de la Loire countryside that will probably make it truly appealing for foreign 
readers.  

As a little girl, Chloé Duval filled the pages of her sketchbooks with stories of knights taming terrifying 
dragons to save the princess in distress. Today this little girl has grown, but she still tries to find the sweetness 
and enchantment of those childhood fairy tales in her stories. Originally French, now Canadian, and Québécoise 
at heart, Chloé lives in Montreal with her prince charming and the dozens of characters that jostle about in her 
head. 

Rights sold in: USA Kensington. 
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Fouchet, Lorraine: LES COULEURS DE LA VIE (THE COLOURS OF LIFE) 
(Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2017, 200 pages) 

Ø This book encompasses all the previous magical ingredients that made Lorraine Fouchet’s 
success: colourful characters, Brittany as a backdrop, music… All in all, a wonderful hymn to 
life.  

Ø A wonderful hymn to life and to the small joys that shape it. 

Ø The reader will identify with the endearing and fanciful characters in search of truth and 
meaning in life. 

In this optimistic novel, Lorraine Fouchet depicts old age as a pivotal time of life, full of regrets, 
worries and hopes.  

When Kim leaves her native Groix (a picturesque island off the coast of Brittany) to work in Antibes as 
Gilonne’s caretaker, she is deeply moved by the relationship between this retired actress and Côme, her obliging 
son. Against all odds, she grows fond of Gilonne, despite her ill-tempered nature. But one day, she finds out by 
chance that Côme passed away a long time ago. Shaken to her core, she wonders who this man really is, and why 
Gilonne insists upon calling him her son. From then onwards, driven by her own curiosity and her affection for 
these two tortured yet touching souls, Kim decides to investigate and elucidate this mystery. 

As if often the case, appearances can sometimes be deceiving.  

Born in 1956, Lorraine Fouchet is a former emergency physician. She is the author of fifteen novels, 
including ENTRE CIEL ET LOU, published in 2016, which won the Brittany prize and the Ouest Prize. She now 
lives between the suburb of Paris and the island of Groix.  

Grimaldi, Virginie: LE PARFUM DU BONHEUR EST PLUS FORT SOUS LA PLUIE 
(THE SMELL OF HAPPINESS IS STRONGER IN THE RAIN) 
(Fayard, May 2017, 480 pages) 

Ø Virginie Grimaldi gives us a story of love, loss, family, and life in a penetrating account that 
moves us from laughter to tears. 

Can feelings be revived once they have faded? Does love really conquer all?  

 “I don’t love you anymore,” five short words that bring Pauline’s world crashing down. Her husband is 
leaving her, and she finds herself back at her parents’ house with her four-year-old son. She had always prided 
herself on being in control, but this time she isn’t so sure she’s going to make it – until one day she decides to 
fight back. Ben may have forgotten he loved her, and that they were happy together, but she’ll just have to 
remind him. She decides to write him a letter a day about memories they shared. 

Virginie Grimaldi is the author of two novels: LE PREMIER JOUR DU RESTE DE MA VIE (winner 
of the 2014 Prix Ecrire Aufeminin) and TU COMPRENDRAS QUAND TU SERAS PLUS GRANDE, currently 
being adapted for film. 

Ledig, Agnès: DE TES NOUVELLES (NEWS OF YOU) 
(Albin Michel, March 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø By an author who can be compared to the most successful novelists of the past few years, like 
Anna Gavalda, David Foenkinos and Muriel Barbery. She has already sold over 440,000 books 
and been translated into almost a dozen languages.  

Ø In her own, inimitable way, Agnès Ledig has managed once again to find the right words, to love 
and make readers love her characters, in a novel bursting with humor and good will.  

Ø Reflections on love, life and rebuilding oneself that readers are sure to be able to identify with. 

A real feel-good novel, bursting with humanity and emotion, in which readers reconnect with the 
endearing protagonists of On regrettera plus tard (We’ll Regret It Later), who are committed to rebuilding a 
family. 

Valentina teaches elementary school in Alsace. Eric and his daughter, Anna-Nina, who she had opened 
her home to a few months earlier, is back with his gypsy caravan. They still have a long way to go to: Eric is still 
learning to cope with his wife’s death, while Valentina is trying to get over past wounds. They both want a 
relationship, but they’re also both skittish, and need reassurance. As for Anna-Nina, even though she has always 
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lived in a caravan until now, she adjusts easily to a sedentary lifestyle. The novel is centered on their blended 
“family,” including Gustave, Valentin’s grandfather, who’s very attached to Anna-Nina; and Gaël, Valentina’s 
best friend, a recently divorced man who needs cheering up. One day, as she’s taking a walk in the woods, 
Valentina meets a woodcutter and finds herself irresistibly attracted to him, in a purely physical way. The 
encounter bothers her. Can she really be attracted to someone she doesn’t know at all? What does that sudden 
temptation really mean, anyway? And should she give in to it?  

In the end, Valentina manages to rise above her instinct and focus on building the kind of life she has 
always dreamed of, with Eric, Anna-Nina, Gustave and Gaël. This novel is a real slice of family life, a depiction 
of the kind of safe, reassuring environment we all dream of and that Agnès Ledig knows how to paint so well.  

In less than five years, Agnès Ledig has successfully reached the top 5 of the best selling authors and is 
one of the most appreciated writers in France. Her three bestsellers JUSTE AVANT LE BONHEUR, awarded 
Maison de la presse Prize 2013, PARS AVEC LUI, and ON LE REGRETTERA PLUS TARD (Albin Michel) 
are already translated in 12 languages. 

Idoux-Thivet, Anne: L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS (THE WORKSHOP OF 
MEMORIES) 
(Michel Lafon,. January 2018, 210 pages) 

Ø Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from laughter to tears. 

Ø Likeable, authentic character. 

Ø  Stylish writing. 

What if writing could bring different generations closer? A fresh, light debut novel 

When she inherits her grandmother’s house in the Meuse region, Alice decides to give up her aimless 
life as a PhD student in Paris and settle in the countryside where she begins holding writing workshops in two 
old people’s homes. Suzanne, Germaine, Jeanne, Elisabeth, Georges, Lucien... the elderly people she meets 
along the way are all as adorable as each other. 

As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their past and grow attached to the young woman, 
sensing her loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, the cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission 
of helping her find love! 

A real stylistic masterclass, The Workshop Of Memories highlights each of its characters in turn via the 
texts written during the workshops that introduce each chapter. This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its 
amusing, moving cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study of loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, 
tenderness and love. 

Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified history teacher and specialist in medieval history. She has written 
several scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction work entitled Ecouter l’autisme (Listening 
To Autism, Ed. Autrement 2009). L’Atelier des souvenirs is her first novel. 

Readers’ reviews: 

“Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the characters’ pieces of writing as well as get 
involved with the plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and believable.” 

“An original setting (two old people’s homes!), a whole line-up of very likeable secondary characters 
(the « little oldies ») and a heroine who is a bit of a loser: all elements that make for a really good read.” 

“I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading it. It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked 
sponge cake.” 

de Villenoisy, Sophie: QUESTION DE STANDING (A MATTER OF CLASS) 
(Denoël, May 2017,  200 pages) 

Ø A clever and hilarious social comedy, with an irritating yet endearing leading female character, 
who slowly comes to terms with ordinary life, and confront her own biases. 

Ø A theme tackling with a very current issue: the fear of being socially downgraded, shared by 
many. 

A haughty upper-class woman living in a posh area of Paris is suddenly reduced to seriously 
downgrade her living standards as her ex-husband fails to pay her alimony. She tries to hide her predicament 
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from her children and wealthy friends, the latter proving utterly unhelpful while she struggles to make ends 
meet! She will find out that only the riches of the heart matter... 

Caroline never had to worry about money. She is very good at spending it, though. At 43, Caroline 
d’Adhémar de Gransac has everything a woman can aspire to: beauty, money, her children’s love and her 
friends’ admiration. Her life is like an ad in a glossy, even her blow-dry is sensational. 

Paul, her corporate lawyer ex-husband, provides for her. Until the day when Paul takes a parental leave, 
and leaves her penniless without warning. Caroline, who has never worked a day in her life, is forced to be very 
hands-on, which might ruin her manicure. Her ego shattered, and her back to the wall, she comes to a terrible 
decision that her ethics and education deeply disapprove of. Will her loved ones ever forgive her? 

Sophie de Villenoisy works as a journalist and a writer/screenwriter. She is the author of various 
practical guides, and eight humorous comics. The latest one is a graphic comedy called BIEN FAIT!  

Dyens, Dominique: CET AUTRE AMOUR (THIS OTHER LOVE) 
(Robert Laffont, August 2017, 234 pages) 

Ø  “Do you think it’s normal to be in love with your shrink?” A dive into the fascinating, 
moving, and intellectual adventure that is psychoanalysis. 

 An attempt to use fiction to pinpoint the unique form of “love” that unites a patient to his or her 
psychoanalyst. In this case, the love that develops between the narrator, starting therapy after a violent emotional 
shock, and G., her analyst. The narrator pulls us in to the particular intimacy of this story in which her dreams, 
snippets of her past, and the reactions of her friends and family mix with her sessions... In recreating the 
Freudian theory of “transference” in fiction, this novel renders a thrilling homage to psychoanalysis... And 
makes you want to give it a try! 

Dominique Dyens is the author of eight novels, including The Tarnished Woman, Intuitions, Delightful 
Flight and Black Monday. 

Ponte, Carène: TU AS PROMIS QUE TU VIVRAIS POUR MOI (YOU PROMISED YOU 
WOULD LIVE FOR ME) 
(Michel Lafon, June 2017, 352 pages) 

Ø The author carries us away with a writing style that is brimming over with sincerity, emotion and 
humor 

Ø Readers will feel like they’ve always known the characters, who become their friends over the 
course of the book 

Ø Life is short, so you might as well take advantage of it to follow your dreams and do what you 
really love: that’s what you want to do by the time you close this book! 

Molly is a young woman with a comfortable life; she would never have guessed how radically 12 
letters, written by her recently deceased best friend, would change the path of her life.  

Molly would never have imagined she would outlive her best friend, Marie. However, before she died, 
the latter left a legacy that ensures she will live on.  She got Marie to make her a promise: to live for both of 
them and to get out of her unhappy daily rut.  Doubting that Molly will take the commitment seriously, Marie 
leaves her 12 letters to open after her death – letters that will lead her to a new life.  They ask her to buy a 
Christmas tree, spend a weekend in Grenoble, read erotic books, take tango lessons… and lead her to unexpected 
meetings! 

Winner of the E-crire aufeminin literary prize, Carène Ponte is also the author of the blog DES MOTS 
ET MOI.  After her first novel, UN MERCI DE TROP (A Thanks Too Far, 10,000 copies sold), one of Michel 
Lafon’s top 10 online best-sellers in 2016, Carène Ponte presents her new romantic comedy. 

Rights sold in: Italy (pre-empted by Garzanti) & Germany (Penguin Verlag). 

Valognes, Aurélie: MINUTE PAPILLON (THE BUTTERFLY MINUTE) 
(Mazarine, April 2017, 200 pages) 
46,000 copies sold. 
Rights sold in: Spain (Maeva). 

Ø You will laugh, cry and smile, through the lives of everyday heroes set in familiar context. 
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Ø The story brings unexpected events until the last page. 

Fresh start and second chances can happen! 

Thirty-six-year-old Rose, a hardworking single mom devoted to her son, loses everything in a single 
day: her father, her job and her only son, who has left home at the age of eighteen. But life goes on so Rose 
accepts a job taking care of Colette, an eccentric wealthy old lady who is prone to panic attacks. 

Hardly the dream career Rose was hoping for to make a fresh start, but it just may turn out to be a 
second chance… 

Aurélie Valognes’s latest novel is a sheer delight! 

Aurélie Valognes is thirty-three. Her debut novel, the French bestseller MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES, 
earned her a huge readership worldwide. Her second novel, NOS ADORABLES BELLES-FILLES (Lafon, 
2016) was also a popular success. Valognes is a new and promising voice on the French literary scene. 

De Lestrange, Julie: DANSER ENCORE (DANCING, AGAIN) 
(Fayard, October 2017, 272 pages) 

Ø Readers will be pleased to reconnect with the characters from HIER ENCORE C’ETAIT L’ETE 
(Just Yesterday, It Was Still Summer) to see how they have evolved, as though they were all 
growing up together.  

Ø Important themes that will be meaningful to people in their 30s, like friendship, family and their 
importance as a steady foundation for daily life, which can be full of ups and downs  

Ø The author proposes interesting, moving reflections on mourning and on how life goes on on 
after the loss of a loved one.  

After Julie de Lestrange’s debut, HIER ENCORE, C’ÉTAIT L’ÉTÉ (Mazarine, 2016), which was 
selected for the Prix des Lecteurs, the author returns with a powerful and emotionally-charged novel about a 
group of childhood friends coming to terms with the trials and tribulations of life in their thirties. 

Marco’s life is abruptly turned upside-down when his long-term girlfriend Pénélope breaks up with him, 
due to his unwillingness to start a family, and his older brother Guillaume dies in a car accident in Asia. In this 
turbulent time of heartache, he leans on his best friends Alexandre and Sophie, a couple with 2 young children, 
for support. But Alexandre and Sophie have concerns of their own, in between juggling work and family life in 
Paris, and dealing with changes in Alexandre’s family: his sister Anouk’s plan to marry a refugee in London so 
he can stay in Europe, and his father’s decision to sell their beloved chalet in the mountains, the birthplace of so 
many childhood memories. 

Ultimately, the three friends discover the true nature of love, friendship and adulthood, and realise that 
whilst growing up can be painful, there’s always the chance to dance, again. 

Julie de Lestrange writes for television and comedy scripts. She is the author of HIER ENCORE, 
C’ÉTAIT L’ÉTÉ, published by Fayard in 2016. 

CONTEMPORARY UP-MARKET COMMERCIAL TRENDS 

Faïck, Denis: LA BELLE HISTOIRE D’UNE JEUNE FEMME QUI AVAIT LE CANON 
D’UN FUSIL DANS LA BOUCHE (THE MOVING STORY OF A GIRL WITH A 
SHOTGUN IN THE MOUTH) 
(Univers Poche, January 2018, approx. 200 pages) 

Ø A powerful book. Sometimes gloomy, sometimes funny, but definitely memorable! 

Ø A novel that gives a voice to all the misfits not fitting in standards.  

Ø Josiane is a glorified anti-heroine whom you will feel for.   

Ø A coarse but mainly smart and subtle look of a battered fairy whose eyes “capture the essence of 
things and people”.  
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Ø A deep reflection on self-esteem and otherness. The author’s career history and especially his 
philosophical approach make this novel an excellent basis for thinking about what makes 
oneself unique and thus eminently worthwhile. 

Amélie Poulain on valium. 

30 years-old, chubby, eyes too close to one another, large lips, Josiane Camboulivesse sits in the toilets 
of the Gare du Nord, where she works as a cleaner, determined to top herself. In this seemingly odd place, her 
life passes before her eyes… 

At first sight, the analysis is bitter. Her mother she adores has never loved her as she was more 
interested in acting like an old-fashioned movie star and multiplying her love affairs. Her father has never been 
there for her.  

But Josiane also dwells on some decisive and incandescent encounters: Martin, her first kiss who was 
suffering from tuberculosis; Germain, her parents’ elderly and lonely lodger; Clara from her high-school years 
whose head was a mess; Franck, the thoughtful soldier; Anna, her first, pure, genuine, outstanding, deep love and 
Hyppolite, her flamboyant Ivorian gay friend.   

For this few people at least, she has been worthy of interest and these guardian angels –or the memory 
of them-won’t let her go so easily!  

Denis Faïck is a philosophy teacher at the university in Toulouse, but also for aerospace engineering 
students and for people in vocational rehabilitation. He is also the author of several self-help books. LA BELLE 
HISTOIRE D’UNE JEUNE FEMME QUI AVAIT LE CANON D’UN FUSIL DANS LA BOUCHE is his first 
novel.  

Gillot, Alain: LA MEILLEURE CHOSE QUI PUISSE ARRIVER A UN HOMME C'EST 
DE SE PERDRE (THE BEST THING THAT CAN HAPPEN TO A MAN IS TO GET 
LOST) 
(Flammarion, February 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø The two main characters are radically different, yet they perfectly complement each other and 
they lead us on a wacky and surprisingly funny journey. 

Ø Antoine doesn’t allow himself to breathe and live a little. His quest brings deep emotion to the 
reader. 

Ø Both characters work in the world of cinema and theater, we learn a lot following them in their 
daily life. 

Alain Gillot writes the story of a man who finds himself pushed to the wall. Forced for the first time in 
his life to confront his vulnerability and his own past, Antoine understands he has to change. But how? With his 
second book, Alain Gillot delivers a wonderful novel about love and learning to unlearn… 

Antoine, aged 42, is a 'script doctor' for the film industry. In order to help Emma, a young actress, who 
has been struggling since he inadvertently deleted her role from the scenario he was working on, he embarks on 
a wild adventure across the south of France, where the people he meets will open his eyes to the true meaning 
and importance of letting go.  

After working as a lumberjack, lorry-driver and even sports journalist, Alain Gillot is now a 
screenwriter. He is the author of LA SURFACE DE RÉPARATION (Flammarion, 2015), which was translated 
into five languages and is currently being made into a film. LA MEILLEURE CHOSE QUI PUISSE ARRIVER 
À UN HOMME C'EST DE SE PERDRE is his second novel.  

Rights Sold in: English and Italian. 

Legardinier, Gilles: UNE FOIS DANS MA VIE (ONCE IN MY LIFE) 
(Flammarion, October 2017, 320 pages) 
Under option in Spanish, Greek, Chinese (Taiwan) and Russian (Sindbad) 

This is the story of three women, three generations, three friends brought together, in a place like no 
other, through the vagaries of life. Three ways of loving, yet none of them seems to lead to happiness. Alone, they 
are lost; united, they have a fighting chance. In the midst of men, clinging to their hopes in the face of every twist 
fate can throw in their direction, with all the means at their disposal as well as their boundless imagination, they 
attempt to go all in.  
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Of course, nobody thinks that this won't be messy... All Legardinier's stories talk about people who 
must learn something from life or from themselves. True to his humanity, and thanks to his unique talent imbued 
with humour, sensitivity and an acute understanding of human nature, Legardinier embarks us, this time, on a 
journey over a crossroads that we will all take one day…  

Author, screenwriter, producer and director, Gilles Legardinier is always eager to create emotions that 
we can share. After working on international movie sets, he now dedicates himself to novel-writing, film 
communication for major studios, as well as being a script consultant. He writes in a wide variety of genres and 
has notably won renown for the thrillers L’EXIL DES ANGES (Prix SNCF du polar 2010) and NOUS ÉTIONS 
LES HOMMES (2011), and for comedies which earned him a resounding success both in France and abroad, 
DEMAIN J’ARRÊTE !(2011),COMPLÈTEMENT CRAMÉ ! (2012), ET SOUDAIN TOUT CHANGE (2013), 
ÇA PEUT PAS RATER ! (2014), QUELQU’UN POUR QUI TREMBLER (2015), LE PREMIER 
MIRACLE (2016) and VAUT-IL MIEUX ÊTRE TOUTE PETITE OU ABANDONNÉ À LA NAISSANCE ? 
(2017). Four of his novels are currently being made into films. 

Ducrozet, Pierre: L’INVENTION DES CORPS (THE INVENTION OF BODIES) 
(Actes Sud, August 2017, 304 pages) 
Selection prix littéraire Le Monde 2017 

Ø A page-turner of a novel, which sounds the alarm bells and reads like an ultra-modern Bonnie & 
Clyde, rebooted by a young Don De Lillo. 

Ø A genuine 21st century novel, that reads like a thriller, dealing with contemporary issues such as 
transhumanism, biology and the digital age. 

Ø A novel between San Francisco, Paris and Hong Kong that explores the ethical and 
anthropological questions that rise from the massive irruption of techonolgy in our daily lives. 

A novel that sweeps us up in the wake of Álvaro, a young Mexican teacher and brilliant computer 
programmer who is on the run following the tragic events in Iguala on the night of 26 September 2014 when 
forty- three students lost their lives, abducted and murdered by the police.  

Having miraculously survived the massacre, Álvaro flees north and falls under the spell of the 
enigmatic Parker Hayes, a sorcerer's apprentice based in Silicon Valley who has been seduced by the promises of 
transhumanism – an encounter which will bring Álvaro dizzyingly within reach of love, and of himself. A 
labyrinthine exploration of the networks which underpin and are reshaping contemporary life, from the human 
body to the World Wide Web, L’invention des corps brings into sharp relief the challenges of modernity in light 
of the organic roots of mankind and offers genuine suspense, pace and a feel for storytelling.  

Born in 1982, Pierre Ducrozet has published three novels with Grasset: Requiem pour Lola rouge 
(2010, Prix de la Vocation 2011), La vie qu’on voulait (2013) and the much-heralded Eroica (2015, shortlisted 
for the Prix de Flore), a fictionalised biography of the painter Jean-Michel Basquiat. 

“Un roman qui mime jusque dans sa forme l'inquiétante convergence de la biologie et du numérique.” 
Le Magazine littéraire 

“Le jeune auteur s'attaque à un thème ambitieux mais il garde la générosité du romancier : L'Invention 
des corps peut se lire comme un thriller, une cavale sans temps mort sur tout le continent nord-américain.” 20 
Minutes 

Gallay, Claudie: LA BEAUTÉ DES JOURS (THE BEAUTY OF THE DAYS) 
(Actes Sud, August 2017, 416 pages) 
25,000 copies sold  

Jeanne is a woman of a calm and sunny disposition and a wife and a mother who appreciates the 
relaxed rhythm of a life governed by familiar routines. Fascinated since her schooldays by the performance 
artist Marina Abramovic, famous for exploring her life and her loves in her art, Jeanne has never reneged on 
her promise to herself to tempt fate and to embrace the unforeseen, and this particular summer she seems 
especially receptive to the unexpected.  

Is it because she has chanced to meet again a man with whom she was in love as a teenager? The 
dreamy and fanciful Jeanne now allows the currents of life to gently rock the tranquillity of her existence. 
Claudie Gallay has written a warm and tender novel about the liberating force of art, its power to console and 
illuminate, and the beauty of unpredictability. 
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Born in 1961, Claudie Gallay has published with Rouergue L’OFFICE DES VIVANTS (2000), MON 
AMOUR, MA VIE (2002), LES ANNÉES CERISES (2004), SEULE VENISE (2004, Prix Folies d’encre and 
Prix du Salon d’Ambronay), DANS L’OR DU TEMPS (2006) and LES DÉFERLANTES (2008, Grand Prix des 
lectrices de Elle), and with Actes Sud L’AMOUR EST UNE ÎLE (2010), UNE PART DE CIEL (2013) and 
DÉTAILS D’OPALKA (2014). 

Huret, Béatrice with Catherine Siguret: CALAIS MON AMOUR (CALAIS MY LOVE) 
(Kero, May 2017, 250 pages) 
French sales: Paperback (Le Livre de Poche) 
15 Offers for a cinematographic adaptation and an offer for a TV series adaptation! 

Ø A lesson of courage, strength, dignity. 

Ø The testimony of a woman who has been living side by side with the migrants of the « Jungle of 
Calais » providing us with a true vision of their everyday life, far from the usual image conveyed 
by the medias. 

Ø A story about love and the sacrifices one can do to save the life of the beloved, despite all the 
troubles one can get into. 

Ø This touching testimony relates the forbidden love story between a French woman, the narrator, 
and an Iranian migrant surviving in the Jungle of Calais, before reaching England. 

This is the tale of an extraordinary encounter between two seemingly opposite people: a woman living 
an ordinary life, and a Iranian migrant surviving in the « Jungle of Calais ». For the sake of love she lets go of 
her prejudices, moves mountains and rages battles against absurd laws. 

To begin with, through material solidarity: she appeals for donations and distributes blankets and food 
inside the jungle. Then, in February of 2016, a group of Iranians sew their mouths together to protest against 
their living conditions. Amongst them, Moxtar, their spokesman, who’d arrived in France in the fall of 2015. She 
starts bringing water to those who have stitched their own mouths and her eyes meet those of Moxtar. A regular 
host of the No Borders who is under close scrutiny by the police asks Béatrice if she can host the Iranian for 
some time. Béatrice accepts: Moxtar is an intellectual, he is a Persian teacher. After hours on end of unbridled 
discussions with the help of “google translate”, Béatrice and Moxtar move on from simple glances to a full-
blown love story.  

But their time is limited by Moxtar’s imminent departure towards England on a makeshift boat, despite 
Béatrice’s misgivings. 

Béatrice Huret is a former caregiver turned adult educator. She lives on the outskirts of Calais with her 
son and her mother. She has been placed under court supervision and assigned a fiche “S” for “helping a 
foreigner in an organized group to illegally enter, circulate or stay in France.” She is currently awaiting trial.  

Rights sold in: Italy (preempted by Rizzoli) 

“L’histoire de Béatrice Huret est d’un romantisme irréel.” Libération 

Le Tellier, Hervé: TOUTES LES FAMILLES HEUREUSES (ALL THE HAPPY 
FAMILIES) 
JC Lattès, August 2017, 224 pages,  
Rights sold in: Germany (DTV), US (The Other Press) 
Long-listed for the Prix Renaudot 2017 
Long-listed for the Prix Interallié   

A moving novel full of humour, originality and kindness about the history of a family which will appeal 
to a large audience. 

“It appears there would be scandal in not having loved one’s parents. I was not an unhappy child, nor 
was I deprived or abused. But, early on, I understood that something wasn’t right at home, and I wanted to leave. 
I did so at a very young age. My father and step father are now dead and my mother is crazy. They will never 
read this book and I finally feel like I have the right to write it. I hope I can speak without anger about this 
bizarre family and describe it without complaint. I would even like to make the reader laugh, without regret.” 

Sometimes escape is the only option and, despite the vulnerabilities it can cause, children often owe 
their strong love of life to having broken free. 
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Member of the Oulipo, Hervé Le Tellier is the author, among others, of two critically acclaimed novels 
with JC Lattès: ASSEZ PARLÉ D’AMOUR and ELECTRICO W. In 2013 he was awarded the Grand Prix for 
Dark Humor for CONTES LIQUIDES. 

Ducret, Diane: LES INDÉSIRABLES (THE UNWANTED) 
(Flammarion, March 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø The first novel by Diane Ducret, author of the bestselling FEMMES DE DICTATEUR (Perrin, 
2011), questions her favorite themes: femininity, sexuality, maternity. 

Ø A narrative both romantic and documented, which depicts characters constructed from the 
testimonies of survivors. 

Ø A story of women, friendship and survival in a French concentration camp, between 1940 and 
1943. 

1940, Paris still wants to believe in victory. Lise and Eva share with hundreds of other women the 
burden of being German, childless, and of looking for freedom in France. Designated as “unwanted women”, 
they are rounded up and deported to the Gurs internment camp, located in the French Pyrenees.  

There, in the midst of nature, torn apart by barbed wire, human nature will reveal itself, perhaps better 
than anywhere else. Some Jews, some not, both intellectuals and countrywomen, these women defend whatever 
freedom they have left, and decide between themselves to set up a cabaret. Between a couple of songs, of verses 
of Shakespeare or a pair of love letters, Eva and Lise build the wonderfully tragic story that will bind them 
together. In the Gurs camp, the wish for a child, lost love and their own friendship all combine to create the 
courage to be oneself, and to stay alive. 

Diane Ducret is a novelist and essayist. She is the author of the best-selling book FEMMES DE 
DICTATEUR (Perrin, 2011), which was translated into twenty-three languages, as well as LA CHAIR 
INTERDITE (Albin Michel, 2014), L'HOMME IDEAL EXISTE. IL EST QUÉBÉCOIS (Albin Michel, 2015), 
and LADY SCARFACE (Perrin, 2016). 

Mordillat, Gérard: LA TOUR ABOLIE, (THE ABOLISHED TOWER) 
(Albin Michel, August 2017, 512 pages) 

Ø Reminsicent of Andrei Platonov’s 1930 novel The Foundation Pit, this dystopian tale is violently 
critical of society, particularly the world of work.  

Ø A rogue’s gallery of characters all driven by the same desires: power, money and sex.  

Ø A harsh, incisive style, reflecting the violence emanating from the Magister Tower.  

After LA BRIGADE DU RIRE (Albin-Michel, 2015) which sold 30,000 copies, with his latest novel, 
Gérard Mordillat leads us to the heart of the Magister Tower, headquarters of an insurance company, and to the 
violence brewing in the hearts of all who live and work there. 

The Magister Tower rises thirty-eight floors above La Défense and plunges seven floors down into an 
underground world inhabited by a population of wretches, junkies and losers. Written in a lively, inventive style, 
La tour abolie is a book about the collapse and destruction of our world. Destruction of bodies by misery, 
poverty, abandon. Destruction of family and social bonds. Destruction of ideas and feelings. The characters – no 
less than fifty – share one sole obsession: finding food. From the top floor to the seventh underground, hunger 
governs all: hunger for power, hunger for riches and just plain hunger for food. 

Gérard Mordillat has written some thirty books – novels, essays, collections of poems – including VIVE 
LA SOCIALE!, RUE DES RIGOLES, LES VIVANTS ET LES MORTS (more than 150 000 cps. sold) and LA 
BRIGADE DU RIRE (Prix du Livre d’Humour de Résistance). He also directs films and TV shows. 

Ségur, Philippe: EXTERMINATION DES CLOPORTES (EXTERMINATING WOOD 
LICE) 
(Buchet Chastel, January 2017, 290 pages) 
English sample available. 

Ø The book’s central characters, a married couple, have well-ordered lives, while their ambitions 
turn out to be superficial. The cowardice and procrastination they display so systematically, day 
after day, makes them terribly endearing. 
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Ø Readers will recognize Philippe Ségur’s signature style in this book that although it is droll, is 
also deadly serious, because it deals with sickness, the real-estate crisis, and the day-to-day 
effects of job insecurity. 

Ø Totally surreal yet quite realistic. Anyone who has ever had to deal with a real-estate agent or a 
bank adviser will recognize – to the last comma – the double-talk with which those professions so 
skillfully pull the wool over people’s eyes.  

In a society in crisis, a man dreams of a better life, despite everything. And so begin the adventures of a 
future literary giant who wakes up one morning with a wood bug in his eye! 

Aside from his passion for his wife, Betty, Don Dechine has one purpose in life: writing. The thing is 
though, that it isn’t easy to write a sensational novel when you teach at a high school and after the day’s 
indignities, you still have to deal with an obnoxious neighbor, the annoyances of apartment living, tax 
harassment and parking tickets. So how could anyone blame him for spending his evenings watching all seven 
seasons of The Sopranos? But that’s not going to help make him rich and famous either. 

There is one possible solution: walk away from the rat-race and go to live in the countryside. As Don 
Dechine says, you can’t really produce a masterpiece unless you’re out in the country. And soon, equipped with 
invincible confidence and a sense of humor, Betty and he will go on a quest for the ideal house, try to get rid of 
their unsellable apartment and get lost in the ruthless and mysterious world of real estate. 

A misleadingly light-hearted novel that uses humor to speak the truth about the gaping voids in modern 
society. 

Professor of constitutional law and political philosophy at Perpignan University. Has been writing since 
a very young age. Has written six novels, all published by Buchet Chastel, including MÉTAPHYSIQUE DU 
CHIEN (2002, Renaudot des Lycéens Prize, POÉTIQUE DE L’ÉGORGEUR (2004), SEULEMENT L’AMOUR 
(2006), VACANCE AU PAYS PERDU (2008) and LE RÊVE DE L’HOMME LUCIDE (2012). 

“Philippe Ségur signe une fiction burlesque au ton caustique.” Livres Hebdo 

Reznikov, Patricia: LE SONGE DU PHOTOGRAPHE  (THE PHOTOGRAPHER’S 
DREAM) 
(Albin Michel, August 2017, 336 pages) 

Ø A gallery of vibrantly animated characters. 

Ø A novel that addresses the questions of national identity and integration, concepts that define 
Europe. 

Ø A movingly poetical and almost whimsical style that offsets the tragic events.  

Like a cross between a coming-of-age story and the tale of a vanished space-time inhabited by just a 
few survivors’ memories and melancholy, LE SONGE DU PHOTOGRAPHE sketches the ghost of a Europe now 
disappeared and the tragedy of its Jewish inhabitants, deported or forced to flee. 

Paris, 1977. Joseph, a 15-year-old schoolboy fleeing from a broken family, is taken in by a community 
of exiles: Russians, Hungarians and Viennese, as likeable and capricious as they are cultivated. Joseph takes 
refuge in their world of the past and discovers the history of their countries, Central Europe before the war, their 
broken youth and their nostalgic memories - preserved from obscurity by photos, including some by the great 
August Sander. 

Joseph has a brief, passionate love affair that leads to his breaking with the artistic exiles, but also the 
beginning of his career as a photographer. Dorika, his muse, model and mistress, disappears after a few months, 
without really explaining her departure. Thirty-four years later, Joseph finds out that she was pregnant with his 
child, and he travels to several European cities hoping to meet his daughter, before he returns to Paris, where she 
is waiting for him.   

Readers will get carried along by this novel as they journey through the stories of characters forced to 
flee various European countries. Patricia Reznikov manages both to portray 1980s Mittleuropa and to transmit 
these uprooted immigrants’ emotions. 

Patricia Reznikov, a Franco-American of Russian origin, has published six novels including La nuit 
n’éclaire pas tout, prix Cazes 2011, and La transcendante in 2013, shortlisted for the Prix Femina, and the Prix 
Renaudot. 
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“Écrit à la première personne par le jeune héros, ce récit intime dessine la souffrance, l’oubli, la 
mémoire et propose le salut par l’acceptation sereine de l’épreuve et de la marginalité.” Magazine Littéraire 

“Une réflexion sur l’éducation, l’exil, la solitude, une ode à la photographie du XXe siècle. 
Passionnant!” Pep’s Magazine 

Vannier, Nicolas: L’ÉCOLE BUISSONNIÈRE (OVER THE WALLS) 
(XO, May 2017, 418 pages) 

Ø With this coming-of-age novel, Nicolas Vanier invites us in the mysterious Sologne region that 
he has cherished since his childhood. 

Ø An ode to nature, reminiscent of Maurice Genevoix, but also a reflection on identity, roots, 
friendship.  

Ø A text both strong and tender, far from the agitation of the world. 

Ø Discover the trailer of the film, to will be released on October 11, 2017! 

A story of friendship and identity, by the author and director of Belle and Sebastien. 

Paris, 1930. Paul had only known one and the same horizon: the high walls of the orphanage, an austere 
building in the working class Parisian suburbs. 

But then one day he is taken in by a joyful country lady, Célestine, and her husband Borel, the rather 
strict gamekeeper of a vast domain in Sologne. The city kid, rebellious and stubborn, arrives in this mysterious 
world, that of a sovereign and wild region. The immense forest, the ponds, the crops, everything here belongs to 
Count de la Fresnaye, a taciturn widower who lives alone in his mansion. The Count tolerates poachers on the 
domain but Borel relentlessly tracks the cleverest one of them, who goes by the name of Totoche, without ever 
catching him red-handed. In the heart of Sologne, with the notorious Totoche, Paul will learn about life, nature 
and its secrets and will learn how to catch fish, hunt game, and gather mushrooms, plants… But Paul hasn’t 
come into this unknown universe by chance… 

Born in 1962, Nicolas Vanier lives in Sologne with his wife and his two children, when he is not 
travelling in the Nordic countries. He is the author of various travel books, amongst which The Child of the 
Snows (1995), which has now been adapted for the big screen, and The White Odyssey (1999), a huge bestseller. 
The Song of the Big North, his third novel, is published in two volumes. 

Béchaux, Catherine: LES PASSAGÈRES DU 221 (THE PASSENGERS OF THE 221) 
(Liana Levi, October 2017, 118 pages) 

Ø The author has worked with families of prisoners for a long time as she explains in the 
afterword. She chose fiction to tell these stories in order to put enough distance and avoid 
betraying the trust she gained with them. 

Ø The book shows how the families of the inmates are just as prisoners as their husband, brother, 
lover, son. Their life changed the day their loved one was sent to prison. 

Ø Prison is not only inside the cell, all the family experiences the isolation and the shame. Days 
and all life are organized around prison visits. 

One bus, several women going to the same place: the prison, for their weekly visit to members of their 
family who are inmates there. The drive is the occasion for each woman to remember that day when everything 
changed. 

Not so long ago, Paul was driving the 221: an ordinary route, a one-and-a-half hour trip, twenty-seven 
stops, pretty uneventful, a diverse crowd of passengers from the suburb of a large city... What really ended up 
intriguing him were those women who, between noon and one o’clock, would get on, their arms full of big bags 
of clothes. Now he knows they’ll all get off at the same stop: the detention center. Among them on that Monday 
were Maryse, Marie-Jo, Naïma, Fatou, Mireille... In the enclosed space of the bus, each of them goes back over 
their life before prison, over the day when everything was turned upside-down, over things confided to them 
during the last visit, the litany of regulations, the anxiety passing through the security gates, the apprehension of 
seeing each other again...  

Each focus on the most awaited, but also the most feared, moment of the week. The visiting room. 
Forty-five minutes in a 43 square foot room, that’s all each have left of their man. So, when Mireille suddenly 
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falls ill and Paul stops the bus, the passengers of the 221 all get up. For once, they rally together and break their 
silence. 

“They’re doing time inside. We’re doing time outside.” Catherine Béchaux well knows the world of the 
families of detainees. In this first novel, her writing is brief, tight, as though with an urgency to share the faces of 
these women which nothing can distract from the detention of a loved one. 

Catherine Béchaux lives in Fresnes, France. After thirty years of journalism in the youth press, she has 
for five years been a volunteer at a center for families of penitentiary detainees. The author of short stories and a 
children’s novel (LE SECRET DE MARTIN, Bayard Publishing), The Passengers of the 221 is her first novel 
for adults. 

Paris, Gilles: LE VERTIGE DES FALAISES (CLIFF DIZZY) 
(Plon, April 2017, 240 pages) 
Ongoing offer in Slovakia! 

Ø A tale in which nothing is what it seems, and masks fall one by one.  

Ø The emotional complexity gradually unravels the strands of this extraordinary tale.  

Ø From the grassy meadows to the paths by the sea, nature shows itself to be as cruel as the long-
buried truth. 

After his best-selling Autobiography of a Zucchini, Gilles Paris’s latest novel features Marnie, a sassy 
teen; her mother, Rose and her grandmother, Olivia: three women with strong personalities. A story in which 
nothing is what it seems, and masks fall one by one. Could one person know all of the family’s secrets without 
anyone’s realizing it? 

On a wild and almost deserted island, Marnie, a sassy teen; her mother, Rose, who is unwell; and her 
grandmother, Olivia, live in a glass-and-steel house perched atop a cliff. Glass, the house, was built by Marnie’s 
grandfather, Aristide, who died of a heart attack.  

When the story begins, Marnie and Olivia are at the funeral of Luc de Mortemer, the girl’s father, who 
died in a car accident. Not far from their glass house live Prudence, the caretaker, and her blind daughter, Jane. 
All the men are dead; only the women are there to relate both the past and the present. But a teenaged boy, 
Vincy, develops a crush on Marnie and convinces her to come to the mainland. In this novel with multiple 
narrators, in which all the characters – including a priest, a doctor, a florist, a hairdresser and many more – speak 
in the first person, we soon become aware of the cracks in the seemingly smooth façade of the most powerful 
family on the Island. Appearances can be misleading, and Olivia and Marnie have a tendency to embellish the 
truth. Could one person know all of the family’s secrets without anyone realizing it? 

Born in the suburbs of Paris in 1959, Gilles Paris has been working in communication and event-
planning for over 20 years. His first novel, PAPA ET MAMAN SONT MORTS (Mom and Dad are Dead), came 
out in 1991. It was followed by AUTOBIOGRAPHIE D’UNE COURGETTE (Autobiography of a Zucchini, 
2002); AU PAYS DES KANGOUROUS (In the Land of Kangaroos, 2012), which won several literary prizes, 
and L’ÉTÉ DES LUCIOLES (The Firefly Summer, 2014). 

BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL NOVEL 

Berest, Anne & Claire: GABRIËLE (GABRIËLE. THE SAGA OF A SURREALIST 
MUSE, FROM MONTMARTRE TO NEW YORK) 
(Stock, August 2017, 452 pages) 
Short-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 
English sample chapter available soon + international adaptation available (350 pages). 

Ø A fascinating novel that helps readers understand the founding of both the Dadaist movement 
and contemporary music, along with the artistic theories that spawned them.  

Ø The portrait of an exceptional woman who defined her own life with Picabia, which also subtly 
shows how a painter can transform his art. 
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Ø The text enables readers to stroll through a period where art history was evolving rapidly, in 
which new ideas, theories and friendships proliferated… making it impossible not to regret that 
it is over.  

Ø A four-handed biography written by the two grand-daughters of Gabriële Buffet, the wife of 
Francis Picabia and mistress of Marcel Duchamp.  

A “Jules et Jim” style love story set against the background of the Surrealist revolution. Anne and 
Claire Berest tell the story of their great-grandmother, Gabriële Picabia. 

September 1908. 27-year-old Gabriële Buffet – a musician, a free-spirited young woman and a feminist 
before her time – meets Francis Picabia, a successful young painter with a scandalous reputation. He needed his 
art to head in a new direction, she is prepared to break with convention: to inspire, theorize and be thought-
provoking. She becomes the “woman with the erotic brain” who has men on their knees, including Marcel 
Duchamp and Guillaume Apollinaire. Moving from Paris to New York, Berlin, Zurich, Barcelona, Étival and 
Saint-Tropez, Gabriële guides the precursors of abstract art, the futurists, the Dadaists, always at the cutting edge 
of artistic innovation. This book takes us to the beginning of the Twentieth Century when the codes of beauty 
and society were reinvented. 

The authors researched their subject well, but also allowed themselves some novelistic liberties, for a 
truly literary tale of a legendary artistic couple that swam against the tide. 

After, LA FILLE DE SON PÈRE in 2010, Anne Berest published LES PATRIARCHES (Grasset, 
2012), SAGAN 1954 (Stock, 2014) and RECHERCHE FEMME PARFAITE (Grasset, 2015). She also cowrote 
the bestseller How to be Parisian wherever you are, which has been translated into 35 languages.  

Claire Berest published her first novel, MIKADO, when she was 27. It was followed by 
L’ORCHESTRE VIDE and BELLEVUE (Stock 2016). They are the great-granddaughters of Gabriële Buffet-
Picabia. Intrigued by the family taboo surrounding their great-grandparent, they started to research and 
discovered the stranger-than-fiction life of this incredible woman. 

“A travers les soubresauts du couple Picabia, c’est toute l’aventure de l’art moderne qui prend vie au 
fil des pages.” La Croix 

“Beautiful and inspired.” Les Inrocks 

“A magnificent book on one of the most unconventional stories of the Twentieth Century.” Vogue 

Billot, Antoine: L’ANNÉE PROCHAINE À NEW YORK (NEXT YEAR IN NEW YORK 
DYLAN BEFORE DYLAN)  
(Arléa, 336 pages, August 2017) 

Ø A book that addresses the subjects of immigration and of the integration of populations from 
around the world into the United States, phenomena that helped shape America’s history. 

Ø The recurrent appearances of Isaac Laquedem, the figure of the Wandering Jew, – with a wink 
and a nod to Alexandre Dumas – who crosses time periods and embraces a range of professions 
and archetypes: from the newly arrived “greenhorn” Jew to the lawyer, to the Jew saved from 
the camps by American soldiers. 

Ø An author with a lushly descriptive style that elegantly interweaves three narrative threads: the 
saga of a central European Jewish family that emigrates to the United States; Bob Dylan’s 
childhood and teenage years, marked by his first ties to music and art; the history of the United 
States as told through several key events. 

Through the story of Bob Dylan’s background and youth, Antoine Billot paints a portrait of the United 
States and the changes it went through over the course of the 20th century: from the immigration of Eastern 
European Jews fleeing the pogroms to Claudette Colvin’s challenging Jim Crow laws via the growth of the 
movies. 

1905, Odessa: The Zimmermann family flees the pogroms in the Ukraine and emigrates to the United 
States. Like a certain number of other Jewish families, they settle in the Great Lakes region, in Hibbing and 
Duluth, towns founded by explorers. The Zimmermann and Solemovitz families are united by the wedding of 
Abram and Beatty, who will have a son named Robert Allen, alias Bob Dylan. The boy will grow up in a family 
that is both attached to Jewish traditions and well-integrated into an America that is in the throes of tremendous 
social change… which will provide material for his future songs, and references scattered through them.  
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Antoine Billot brilliantly succeeds at showing the many events and influences that help compose this 
personality: roots in a complex family history; the cliché of the Wandering Jew, a popular legend that can be 
adapted to any era; the evolution of a country confronting its own multi-ethnicity. 

Antoine Billot is an academic and a writer. His work has been published by Gallimard (“L’un et l’autre” 
and “La Blanche”). Next Year in New York is his ninth book. 

Charrel, Marie: JE SUIS ICI POUR VAINCRE LA NUIT (I’M HERE TO OVERCOME 
THE NIGHT– YO LAUR (1879-1944) 
(Univers Poche, August 2017, 352 pages) 

Ø Mixing biographical elements, fiction and genuine archives, Marie Charrel draws the deeply 
moving portrait of Yo Laur, her great-grandaunt.  

Ø In the vein of Charlotte by David Foekinos. 

The biographical novel on Yo Laur (1879-1944) who dedicated her life to adventure and art. 

A gifted painter born in Paris in 1879, she started imitating her painter father’s style before falling under 
the spell of Matisse’s vibrant colours. At the age of 33, after meeting an aviator who will become her husband, 
she moved to Algeria where her art reached a new level thanks to local models. On June 24th 1944, she was 
arrested by the Gestapo and sent to Ravensbrück, a concentration camp only for women. She died on November 
11th 1944 at the age of 65. In putting together the puzzle of Yo Laur’s life, the author succeeds in getting the 
painter out of oblivion and describes these crucial decades in world history that have seen as much beauty and 
progress as savagery. More than just a testimony about an exceptional artist, the novel is also about two women, 
100 years apart, yearning for the same goal: to overcome the night to live freely. 

Marie Charrel is a journalist at Le Monde. JE SUIS ICI POUR VAINCRE LA NUIT is her fourth novel. 

de Baecque, Antoine: LES TALONS ROUGES  (THE RED HEELS) 
(Stock, August 2017, 312 pages) 
English sample chapter available 

Ø The story of two vampires during the French Revolution, who aim at freeing themselves from the 
monarchy and their fate as blood drinkers.  

Ø Two heroes tortured by their family history and their status as vampires who continuously 
oscillate between their thirst for blood and their love of humanity. 

Ø Antoine de Baecque is a historian and delivers a precise and well-documented account of the 
period of the French Revolution. 

Ø The author uses vampires to put distance with real history and brings a true novelized account of 
the French Revolution with its violence and cruelty. 

The French revolution erupts into the lives of an aristocratic family, the Villemorts, tearing it apart: 
they are vampires, but some of them decide to forsake blood and embrace new ideas... 

June 1789, The Ancient World is crumbling. The Villemorts are descended from a long line of 
aristocrats, a family held together by the age-old legend of their pure blood, and blood is precisely what they 
crave... because the Villemorts, the “red talons”, are vampires. Two of them forsake the blood of their forefathers 
to devote themselves to an egalitarian community. They are the heroes of this novel which hovers between 
fantasy and the very real backdrop of revolutionary times. We have William, an uncle returned from America 
where he acquired a liking for freedom and now espouses the cause of freed slaves, surrounding himself by an 
ebony-skinned guard. And there is Louis, the handsome headstrong nephew thrust into the turmoil of revolution, 
and so in love with Marie de Méricourt he wants to give her eternal life. How can they escape a curse that has 
travelled across centuries? 

An entirely fresh approach of the historical novel. The reader discovers a period in a playful way with 
great precision, and quality research. 

Historian Antoine de Baecque devoted a trilogy to the French revolution: LE CORPS DE L’HISTOIRE 
(Calmann-Lévy, 1993), LA GLOIRE ET L’EFFROI (Grasset, 1996), and LES ÉCLATS DU RIRE (Calmann-
Lévy, 2000). He is a cinema critic and has published acclaimed biographies of Truffaut and Godard, both 
translated into many languages. Red Heels, his first novel, is the product of his passion for the French revolution 
and vampire films. 
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Jeancourt Galignani, Oriane: HADAMAR 
(Grasset, January 2017, 288 pages) 

Ø Incredibly well-documented and based on entirely true facts, Oriane Jeancourt-Galignani’s 
poignant novel shines a light on a dark and largely unexplored chapter of the Third Reich’s 
exterminating machine: its euthanasia programme, called Aktion T4. 

Germany, summer 1945: right after being freed from a concentration camp, Franz goes on a quest to 
find Kasper, his missing son. His search leads him to the city of Hadamar and its psychiatric hospital.  

Franz, a German journalist who was opposed to the Nazi regime, is freed from Dachau, where he was 
imprisoned for political reasons. He goes on a quest to find his son, Kasper, who went missing after the collapse 
of the Third Reich. What became of him after Franz listed him in the Hitler Youth, right before being sent to 
jail? Franz returns to his hometown in the state of Hesse.” There, he meets a woman and her daughter, both of 
whom ran into a certain Kasper. It was in Hadamar, a city close to Frankfurt. 

Franz hurries there and makes the acquaintance of Wilson, an American soldier. He is happy to help 
Franz, as long as the German journalist writes an article on what he is about to reveal to him... But neither can 
begin to imagine what awaits them on the other side of the river: secrets and shame. Hadamar, a name that 
means “the city from Hell.” And it fits. 

What happened at the hospital in Hadamar? Klein, the General Director, turns out to be as laconic as the 
local inhabitants... At the end of their investigation, both men discover that thousands of psychiatric patients – 
those “heavy existences” as they were known – and “mixed” children were deported and exterminated. 

Born in 1981, Oriane Jeancourt Galignani is a writer and literary critic. She is the editor of the literature 
section for Transfuge magazine. She is also the author of two acclaimed books: MOURIR EST UN ART 
COMME TOUT LE RESTE in 2012, a fictional work dedicated to poet Sylvia Plath, and L’AUDIENCE, in 
2014. 

Laurens, Camille: LA PETITE DANSEUSE DE QUATORZE ANS (DEGAS’S LITTLE 
BALLERINA) 
(Stock, September, 2017, 176 pages) 
Rights sold in: US (Other Press, WEL) 

Ø Degas’s “Little Ballerina” has always been a presence for Camille Laurens. Here the novelist 
tells the story of the sculpture which has been exhibited in Paris, London, New York, 
Washington, Chicago, Copenhage, Dresden… but few know the identity of the model. 

Who was the model for Edouard Degas’s world renowned sculpture of a ballet dancer? Camille 
Laurens embarks on a meticulous and sensitive enquiry. 

Camille Laurens looks into the childhood of Marie Van Goethem, born to Belgian parents, with an older 
sister who ended up as a courtesan, a younger sister who became a ballet teacher and a mother who died on the 
very premises of the Paris Opera. Dancing and prostitution. Revolution and the art world. Quite unintentionally, 
Marie would become one of the most discussed models, and was described as a “monkey” at the 1881 Salon des 
Indépendants exhibition. How did Degas dare to make something beautiful of such an ugly child? And what 
mysterious connection was there between Degas and his subject, given that he kept the wax sculpture in his 
studio his whole life and never exhibited it? This enquiry ultimately leads Camille Laurens to a more personal 
quest. 

Novelist, essayist and academic Camille Laurens published some twenty books. In 2000, DANS CES 
BRAS-LÀ won the Prix Fémina and the Prix Renaudot des Lycéens, and was translated into thirty languages. 
Her latest novel Who You Think I Am (Gallimard, 2016 / Other Press 2017) sold 50,000 copies in France. 

“Thrilling” Le Magazine littéraire 

“A personal tribute to a forgotten heroine of the history of arts.” Livres Hebdo 

“Camille Laurens writes like a dancer, aware of the risk of falling, yet always aiming for gracefulness.” 
Le Monde des Livres 
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Olmi, Véronique: BAKHITA (BAKHITA) 
(Albin Michel, September 2017, 464 pages) 
Longlisted for the Goncourt 2017 
Awarded the Prix Fnac 
Short-listed for the Prix Fémina. 

Ø An intense, fast-paced plot centered on Hélène’s survival and cure.  

Ø A moving father-daughter relationship that grows stronger over the course of the book.   

Ø An interesting novel about advances in genetic medicine and the ethical questions they raise. 

With empathy and incomparable talent, Véronique Olmi retells the true story of Bakhita, who died in 
1947 and was canonized in 2000. 

Born in a village in Darfur around 1868, Bakhita was captured at the age of seven by slave-traders who 
took her to the El Odiid slave market, in the heart of Sudan. She was eventually bought in by the Italian Consul 
then passed on to a couple who lived near Venice. Placed with the Canossian Sisters, she asked to be baptised 
then to become a nun, to the horror of her masters who took legal action against her. In the1930s, her published 
biography was a great success. For all of us, she is the incarnation of the enlightening story of a slave who 
became a bride of Christ, and an object of propaganda under Mussolini. 

Véronique Olmi is an actress, novelist and playwright. Albin Michel published three of her novels: 
NOUS ÉTIONS FAITS POUR ÊTRE HEUREUX (2012), LA NUIT EN VÉRITÉ (2013), and J’AIMAIS 
MIEUX QUAND C’ÉTAIT TOI (2015). 

Ragougneau, Alexis: NIELS  
(Viviane Hamy, August 2017, 360 pages) 
Long-listed for: Prix Goncourt 2017 

Ø An adventure novel and an introspective inquiry. 

Ø Very few novels deal with the legal purges that occurred just after World War II; this one is a 
tremendous story.  

Ø The author plays with different writing styles asking the readers “What would have you done?” 

Denmark. Niels Rasmussen is a member of the Danish Resistance. Before the war, Niels had another 
life: he was working with his partner, Jean-François Cannonier, on theatre plays in Paris. 

As the war is ending, Niels receives an anonymous letter in which he finds an article of a Parisian 
newspaper. His friend Jean-François is accused of collaboration with the German government. While Niels’ 
lover is about to give birth to their first child, he decides to come back to Paris to help his friend. He is going to 
travel through Europe, bordering on the greatest events of the end of the war. When he finally joins Paris, he 
finds that the city he loved is not the same since Liberation; he is going to face the darks sides of humanity. 

After LA MADONE DE NOTRE-DAME and EVANGILE POUR UN GUEUX Alexandre 
Ragougneau, born in 1973, revels Niels, a novel of a rare power that disregards the static literary genres. 

“Magnifiquement construit, comme dans un drame classique en cinq actes distincts, offrant des 
dialogues et des répliques dignes du meilleur Guitry, ce roman en lice pour le Goncourt 2017 demeure un 
numéro de haute voltige littéraire. Impressionnant !” Librairie La Provence 

Revay, Theresa: LA VIE NE DANSE QU’UN INSTANT (LIFE ONLY DANCES FOR A 
MOMENT) 
(Albin Michel, April 2017, 460 pages)  

Ø Alice is a modern and independent woman who does not hesitate to face danger and travel to war 
zones in order to write her articles.  

Ø A rich and well-researched book that takes the reader to the heart of the 20th century’s dark 
times, from the 1930s to WWII (Italian fascism, Nazism, Spanish War…). 

Ø World-known conflicts are told through the prism of a journalist on the ground, which brings a 
more vivid reading and sheds a different light on History. 
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Rome, 1936. Alice Clifford, war correspondant for the Herald Tribune, bears witness to Mussolini’s 
triumph after his conquest of Abyssinia.  

Even her love affair with Don Umberto Ludovici, a high-powered Italian diplomat, a married man and 
father, doesn’t dampen her distrust of European dictatorships. The Spanish civil war is a turning-point. Her fatal 
attraction for a German reporter, a man with a troubled past who saves her life, brings her dangerously close to 
nazi crimes. As war threatens, the masks come off. Alice is privy to plots in the Vatican as well as to the 
bloodied streets of Berlin. But the brave, impulsive American never betrays her beliefs. Her only weakness is a 
childhood tragedy. She returns to Egypt and the cosmopolitan city of Alexandria where she grew up to give birth 
to her child. But for the sake of love and as a matter of honor, she must then take the ultimate risk. 

Theresa Revay, thanks to her meticulous research and romantic momentum, has become one of the 
major authors of great historical sagas. She published LA LOUVE BLANCHE, TOUS LES RÊVES DU 
MONDE and L’AUTRE RIVE DU BOSPHORE which received the Prix Historia 2014. 

Slocombe, Romain: L’ÉTOILE JAUNE DE L’INSPECTEUR SADORSKI (INSPECTOR 
SADORSKI’S YELLOW STAR) 
(Robert Laffont, August 2017, 469 pages) 

The worst of men. The best of inspectors... After the success of The Léon Sadorski Affair (the first crime 
novel to be shortlisted for a Prix Goncourt) comes a new investigation led by the sinister and fascinating 
inspector. 

Paris, May 29, 1942: a bomb explodes in front of the Palais de Justice, in a café frequented by the 
Special Brigades, causing two deaths and several injuries. A few days later, the body of an unknown woman is 
found in the woods of Seine-et-Oise. A crime of passion or politics? A mysterious group called the “Valmy 
Detachment” is at work, sent by the clandestine leaders of France’s Communist Party to punish the traitors, or 
those assumed to be. Charged with investigating the two matters, Inspector Léon Sadorski sees his vacation 
plans thwarted. What’s more, he must soon participate in the big roundup of the Vélodrome d’Hiver, ordered by 
the Nazis and executed by the French police. And so a tragic fate threatens his young neighbor Julie Odwak, the 
Jewish teen whom he secretly lusts after and whose mother he had arrested. 

Born in 1953 to a Franco-British family, Romain Slocombe is the author of over twenty novels, of 
which MONSIEUR COMMANDANT (NiL, collection “The [Affranchis]”, 2011) and The Léon Sadorski Affair 
(Robert Laffont, “The Black Beast” collection, 2016) were both longlisted for the Prix Goncourt and the Young 
Adult Goncourt. 

Benghozi, Pierre: LOKI 1942 (LOKI 1942) 
(Serge Safran, September 2017, 160 pages) 

Ø A very theatrical huis-clos that plays out over barely more than a day; characters with palpable 
personalities: stubborn, violent, abusive and touching.  

Ø A real page-turner with undeniable literary flair. 

Winter of 1942, Stavanger, Norway: Five trouble-making pupils have been kept after school by their 
teacher, when a Nazi officer and his henchmen burst violently in and threaten to execute them all in retaliation 
for an attack perpetrated against the Occupying Forces. The teacher is badly wounded. She has just one night to 
teach her worst pupils a long, difficult coded message. 

Ida Grieg, a member of a Resistance cell, has developed a code that allows different cells to send each 
other messages. It is the eve of a major operation, and the other groups must be warned. A long poem cycle from 
Scandinavian mythology, symbolized by Loki the sly god of discord, will be the code.  Deprived of her physical 
capacities, lying wounded on the floor, unable even to stand, she will try with all her might to teach the poem to 
the children in a single night, before she breathes her last.  

The teacher dies before the children’s eyes at dawn. When they learn that adults have offered to 
sacrifice themselves so the children will be spared, they try to stall a little while longer. One of the children, who 
has been tortured and who has never been seen as a good student, surprises everyone by remembered the poem 
and delivering it to the messenger. Having done her duty, the teacher leaves behind her educated, determined 
young adults, who have found in their newly liberated minds a refuge that evil can not reach.  

Pierre Benghozi was born in Perpignan in 1961 and is a scriptwriter for the film industry. Loki 1942 is 
his first novel 
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Dongala, Emmanuel: LA SONATE À BRIDGETOWER (THE BRIDGETOWER 
SONATA) 
(Actes Sud, January 2017, 336 pages) 
Short-listed for the Prix France Télévision. 

At the beginning of 1789, the 9-year-old violin prodigy George Bridgetower arrived in Paris with his 
father, a black man from Barbados who used to pass himself off as a prince from Abyssinia. Arriving from 
Austria, where George had been taught by Haydn, they had come in search of fame and fortune on the back of 
the boy's talents…  

Emmanuel Dongala reminds us that Beethoven's Kreutzer Sonata was not composed for the violinist 
Rodolphe Kreutzer but for a young musician who has faded into obscurity. In telling the tale of the boy's 
development as a violinist in an age of major political, social and intellectual upheavals, La Sonate à 
Bridgewater shines a light on the paradoxes and accomplishments of the Enlightenment. 

Emmanuel Dongala has taught at the University of Brazzaville and, following the outbreak of civil war 
in the country, at Bard College at Simon’s Rock in the United States. The author of several novels and short 
stories, his 2010 book PHOTO DE GROUPE AU BORD DU FLEUVE, published by Actes Sud, was voted the 
best French novel of 2010 by the readers of Lire magazine and won the Ahmadou-Kourouma prize in 2011. 

Rights sold in Hungary (Ab Ovo). 

“L’écrivain congolais Emmanuel Dongala fait revivre avec maestria l’incroyable destin de George 
Bridgetower (1778-1860), virtuose oublié et ami de Beethoven. Un regard frais et original, baigné de grande 
musique.” Le Parisien Magazine 

“C’est extrêmement bien mené, très vivant.” Radio classique 

“De sa plume sortent des mots en or et des histoires qui ont passionné les lecteurs. C’est un personnage 
extraordinaire le père, je l’adore !” RFI 

“Une bio musicale en diable à lire allegro ma non troppo.” Avantages 

CRIME & SUSPENSE NOVELS 

Abel, Barbara: JE SAIS PAS (I DON’T KNOW) 
(Belfond, October 2016, 432 pages) 

Barbara Abel immerses us in a gripping domestic crime where the characters, who are ordinary, 
regular people, irrevocably lose control over their lives… 

It's the day of the big event when the children at Pinsons nursery school are going on an excursion into 
the woods. The clement weather and the shared enthusiasm of both the teachers and the children create an end-
of-term atmosphere. Everything goes smoothly until it is time to go home: when the register is taken, five-year-
old Emma, one of the pupils in the very young Mylène Gilmont's class, is missing and a general panic ensues. 
Two of the teachers take the other children home in the coach while the other teachers set out immediately in 
search of Emma. Mylène goes off in a different direction to the others and heads into the forest alone. 

After half an hour of searching in vain, the police are alerted and they deploy an impressive contingent 
of officers. Inspector Dupuis' team fans out into the forest with formidable efficiency and soon enough Emma is 
found. The acute anguish of her parents, Camille and Patrick, gives way to equally immense relief. The little girl 
had clearly been very scared but no actual harm had come to her. 

However, the search ends up continuing until nightfall, because now it is Mylène who has gone missing. 
Camille may have got her daughter back, but what she doesn't realise is that the nightmare for her is in fact only 
just beginning… 

Barbara Abel was born in Belgium in 1969. At 23, she wrote her first play. At 33, her first novel, 
L'INSTINCT MATERNEL, won the Prix Cognac. JE SAIS PAS is her 11th novel. 
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Aurousseau, Nan: DES COCCINELLES DANS DES NOYAUX DE CERISE 
(LADYBIRDS IN CHERRY STONES) 
(Bûchet Chastel, January 2017, 224 pages) 

Ø The daily life of a bad guy who just got out of prison who is preparing for a spectacular next 
deal. 

Ø A wandering in the mind of a murderer out of the ordinary, unscrupulous and very cunning. 

Ø A simple style, sometimes familiar, like the main character but especially full of black humor. 

In prison, where he’s been sent for fraud, François shares a cell with Medhi, a big time gang leader. 
Medhi is the real thing. In fact, he entirely ignores François, for whom he has nothing but disdain. François on 
the other hand, is all sweetness and light. He bends over backwards, becoming Medhi’s naïve and zealous 
servant. Until his diabolically Machiavellian plan is gradually revealed… 

DES COCCINELLES DANS DES NOYAUX DE CERISE is a fast-paced police procedural. Nan 
Aurousseau speaks knowledgably about the criminal-justice system, and paints a humorous and nerve-wracking 
portrait of an uncommon killer. 

Nan Aurousseau grew up in Paris. At age 18, he was sentenced to six years in jail for robbery. In 2005, 
he published BLEU DE CHAUFFE (Blue Heat) – an autobiographical novel. His later books were published by 
Stock. DES COCCINELLES DANS DES NOYAUX DE CERISE is his first novel published by Buchet/Chastel. 

Desrousseaux, Christine: MER AGITÉE (TROUBLED WATER) 
(Kero, March 2017, 230 pages) 
Paperback rights already sold! 

Ø Christine Desrousseaux takes us on a moving and engrossing journey of a psychological drama, 
cadenced by the rythm of the tides. 

Ø A colloquial and yet poetical language, filled with beautiful and insightful images, many of them 
related to the sea. 

On a peninsula battered by the ocean winds, a grandfather desperately tries to prove his grandson’s 
innocence, come wind or high water.  

On a Northern beach deserted by the holiday makers, Jean plunges into the cold, icy water. Regardless 
of the weather, he goes swimming, to forget his ageing body, to forget his grandson Léo, locked inside his room 
and inside his body since returning from Afghanistan. Leo wakes up screaming in the middle of the night. Léo 
scares him. Since the army, since his mother departed when he was 6, and since his father left to build a new life 
in Australia, Léo is no longer the laughing child he used to be.  

One evening, Léo in a drunker stupor, assaults a young lady. He gets away with it, provided that he 
apologizes to her. But when a teenager goes missing just a few days later, the seed of doubt is planted inside 
Jean’s mind, and inside every inhabitants of the village. Victim of a deficient memory, he cannot recall the 
events, and confesses the crime. But no trace of his DNA on the body, he is not entirely responsible of a crime 
that will remain unsolved, yet he found the body and placed it in the water. Accomplice? Or just a traumatised 
young man? The reader has to answer the question himself. 

Christine Desrousseaux lives in Lille. She works in advertising and is the author of several 
psychological suspense novels.  

Werner David, Laurence: À MES YEUX (IN MY EYES) 
(Bûchet Chastel, January 2017, 224 pages) 

Ø An unusual point of view on a crime that affected France deeply. A fast-paced narrative that 
explores our fascination with murder and killers. 

Ø Rather than examining the details of the case, Laurence Werner David has chosen to keep her 
distance – the better to observe the horror through the effects it has on the lives of other people.  

Ø The tension is palpable in this text in which subtle, poetic language serves to explore absolute 
evil. 

Victor Crescas is willing to try anything to reconnect with his son, Tom, who has been estranged from 
him for years. He starts by approaching those who are close to Tom: first Ava, Tom’s girlfriend, then Jade, the 
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young woman’s mother. Deep, complex yet fragile ties gradually come to be woven between Victor, Ava and 
Jade. 

Several hundred kilometers from there, on November 19, 2011, the burned body of a 13-year-old girl 
who has been murdered by a vicious 17-and-a-half-year-old schoolmate is found. People across France are 
horrified by the tragedy in Chambon-sur-Lignon, and it will have an impact on that atypical circle as well. How 
can a news story from across the country slip into ordinary people’s lives to the point of early overwhelming 
them? 

Laurence Werner David was born in Angers in 1970. Her previous book, LE ROMAN DE THOMAS 
LILIENSTEIN, was also published in the Qui Vive collection (October 2011). A collection of her poetry, 
EPERDU PAR LES FIGURES DU VENT (Obsidiane, 1999), was awarded the Bleustein-Blanchet Foundation 
Prize. She has also written two novels published by Editions Verticales (2003 and 2006) and a book of poems. 

 “A pure, breathtaking esoteric thriller that combines history, imagination and current events signed by 
two best-selling writers.” Figaro Magazine 

“Terrifying and authentic.” Le Point 

THRILLERS 

Thilliez, Franck: SHARKO 
(Univers Poche,  May 2017 , 576 pages) 
Reader’s report available. 

A plot about blood trafficking with multiple twists. From vampirism to the Gunther disease, the reader 
is on for a gripping thriller, filled with surprising (but real) medical revelations! 

“Sharko always compared the first days of an investigation with a hunting party. They were the hound 
pack urged on with the horns, dashing for the prey. Except, this time Lucie and him were the prey.” Lucie’s 
uncle, a retired cop, has died while investigating solo on the disappearance of a young girl. He had a suspect, 
Ramirez, but never got the chance to confront him. Lucie decides to go rogue and continue her uncle’s case: she 
goes to the suspect’s house at nightfall. The place is sordid: the walls of the cellar are covered with bags full of 
blood and hideous frescos; piles of objects prevent from walking; a piercing cry belonging to a hairless cat eaten 
away by leeches is echoing. Then the worst happens, Lucie is facing the suspect and has no other choice but 
shooting her gun. 

She confides in Sharko straight away. Ramirez was obviously not an ordinary man, even a monster. 
Franck takes upon himself to create a murder scene fit to the guy so that their team at the Criminal Police takes 
over the case. 

Playing a double game, Lucie and Franck will live their worst experience as cops. And their biggest 
danger as a couple. 

Franck Thilliez was the 2nd bestselling French thriller writer in 2016. He has been commissioned by the 
Palais de Tokyo in Paris to write a short story as the base of a modern art exhibition (from March 24th to May 
16th 2016). 

Camut, Jérôme & Hug, Nathalie: ISLANOVA 
(Univers Poche, October 2017, 784 pages) 

Ø A fast-paced thriller with many different reading levels: reflec- tion on family, society, freedom, 
fighting for a fair cause with violent means, the increasing scarcity of water resources, radical 
ecology... 

Ø Don’t get too attached to the main characters, you may be disappointed! 

Does a fight stop being legitimate when violence is the only resort ? 

When Julian and Wanda discover their children’s relationship, Leny, 18 and Charlie, 16 run away from 
home. Even though they’re not related, Leny being Wanda’s son and Charlie, Julian’s daughter, the parents 
disapprove of their love story within their reconstituted family. The teenagers take refuge on the Oléron Island 
where they join a “Zone to Defend”, intended to prevent the expansion of a luxurious hotel complex. There, 
wishful dreamers live together with eco-terrorists who believe that violence is the only way to be heard. 
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Enthralled by their idealism, Charlie wants to join them and fight. Leny is more skeptical, especially since he 
discovered a body on the territory. Worried about their children, Julian and Wanda try to save them. But isn’t it 
too late already? 

Indeed, after an exceptional violent assault, the leader of the paramilitary branch of the Zone, declares 
its independence and the creation of a new state: Islanova. 

Jérôme Camut and Nathalie Hug are the authors of 12 novels together that have sold nearly 500.000 
copies. 

Piacentini, Eléna: COMME DE LONG ÉCHOS 
(Univers Poche, August 2017, 288 pages) 
English sample chapter available 

Ø Dark, sharp and bewitching, we bet you’ll be eager to meet Mathilde, Pierre and Adèle again! 

Ø Exceptionally ambitious in both language and theme. 

Ø Based on a true story. 

History repeats itself. So do crimes… 

The body of a woman shot in the head is found by her husband. And their three-month old son is 
missing. Mathilde Sénéchal, a policewoman known for her effi-ciency, her severity (let’s says her coldness) is in 
charge of the investigation. Reading about this case triggers Pierre Orsalhièr’s memory. 

“A limpid, without fuss and brilliant novel.” Le Point 

“With this literary novel, in between classicism and boldness, Eléna Piacentini is the new author of 
French thrillers to follow.” Transfuge 

“A sharp writing for a breathless read. A must-read !” Michel Bussi 

Jaenada, Philippe: LA SERPE (THE BILLHOOK) 
(Robert Laffont, August 2017, 648 pages) 
Short-listed for the Goncourt and the Renaudot Prize 2017 
23,000 copies first print run 

Piecing together the puzzle of a triple homicide committed in 1941, Philippe Jaenada pulls us into a 
thrilling game of Cluedo. 

On October 25th, 1941, three people are found savagely murdered at the Château d’Escoire, near 
Périgueux. For the police, since no one could have entered or left the castle, the murderer must be the only 
survivor: Henri, age 27, the son of the family and its sole heir, arrogant and nonchalant, condemned by all. 
Despite his declarations of innocence, he spends nineteen months in jail before an acquittal that raises 
widespread indignation. In 1950, after spending time in exile in Latin America, Henri returns to France with the 
manuscript of The Wages of Fear, which he publishes under the pseudonym of Georges Arnaud, and it’s an 
immediate success. In the vein of his work on Bruno Salak and Pauline Dubuisson, Philippe Jaenada offers a 
fascinating story that attempts to resolve a seventy-five-year-old enigma. 

With Julliard, Philippe Jaenada has published The Wild Camel (adapted for film as A+ Pollux), 
Nefertiti in a Field of Sugar Cane, Tall Guy with No Character, Sulak, and The Little Woman. 

“Enlivened by the author’s recognisable touch, La Serpe is going to take your breath away!” Paris 
Match 

“More than ever, always motivated by his obsessions, Janaeda affirms himself as one of our most pre- 
cious writers.” Livres Hebdo 

“His portrait of Henri Girard is also a portrait of the era: the history of Occupation, the Algerian war 
seen from both Paris and Algeria, the justice and morals of the twentieth century.” Le courrier de l’ouest 

Norek, Olivier: ENTRE DEUX MONDES (NO-MAN’S LAND)  
(Michel Lafon, October 2017, 480 pages) 

Ø Realistic without sentimentality, with enthralling moments of emotion. 
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Ø A topical subject with wide ranging implications. 

Ø Harsh situations yet humanity. Masterful handling of suspense. 

Ø A novel that offers an assessment of migrants’ situation around the world, from their difficult 
journeys to the lives of the police and the local populations around them. 

Ø Two men from different cultures who have nothing in common become fast friends, bound by 
their values and their love for their families.  

Ø A powerful and moving novel that exposes both the best and the worst of what people are capable 
of.   

Ø The author’s in-depth investigative journalism adds to the novel’s authenticity. 

An exposé-novel that offers a clear-eyed view of life in migrant camps, and includes everyone there, 
from the migrants themselves to the humanitarian-aid volunteers, the police hovering on the outskirts and the 
local population.  

Fleeing a murderous regime and a war-torn country, Adam has sent his wife Nora and daughter Maya 
6,000 kilometres away to a place where they can wait for him in safety.  The plan is for him to join them quickly 
and organise their new life together. However, when he arrives he finds they have disappeared.  What he 
discovers is a lawless no-man’s land for damned souls in which the police dare not set foot, giving carte blanche 
to a murderer…  From the very first crime, Adam decides to get involved.  Why? Simply because he’s a cop and 
because confronted with the fading hope that he will see Nora again, it’s the only way to stop himself going mad.   

Bastien is a French policeman who knows this anarchic territory and the terrors it holds.  When the 
foreign cop asks for his help, it forces him to open his eyes to the reality and make a choice – even if it places 
him in danger. Olivier Norek moves away from the Paris Suburbs – and delivers yet again with this impeccable 
plot full of twists and turns, and his unique ability to find humanity in the darkest places. This is a thriller that is 
monstrously human, “inevitably” human. No good guys on one side and bad guys on the other - just mutual fears 
that demand only to be appeased. Overwhelming. 

Olivier Norek is a lieutenant in Greater Paris police investigation Bureau with 18 years experience. He 
is the author of three widely acclaimed best-selling thrillers and winner of several prestigious literary prizes. 

Rights sold in: Germany (Verlags Gruppe Random House). Under option in Spain. 

Film rights sold to Hugo Productions, the team behind Dark Places with Charlize Theron ant The 
Crime of the Orient Express with Kenneth Branagh and Glenn Close.  

Norek, Olivier: SURTENSIONS (OVER-TENSION) 
(Michel Lafon, March 2016, 480 pages) 
Winner of: Prix du Polar Européen 2016 du “Point”. 

Ø The reader will be both delighted and surprised by this outcome.  

Ø A realistic writing style. 

Ø This story can be read separatedly from the two first volumes of the trilogy ! 

In this third volume of a trilogy about the Captain Coste’s investigations, the author makes the 
characters reach their point of no return. 

Lost souls and crimes of passion: before redemption, there is sometimes a need for revenge.  

A sister accepts to risk her life for helping her brother to escape from the most dangerous prison in 
France. A father is willing to do anything to save his family from four predators that have penetrated into his 
house and ready to stay as long as they need. Five criminals – a paedophile, a murderer, a former Serbian 
legionary, a kidnapper and a robber – end up in the same story and Captain Coste gets involved in this nest of 
vipers that is threatening all the persons he cares the most about.  

Olivier Norek has been a police Lieutenant at the research section of the SDPJ 93 for 17 years. He is the 
author of CODE 93 and TERRITOIRES, both acclaimed by critics.  

Rights sold: Czech Republic (Prah). 

“Les polars d’Olivier Norek ne ressemblent à aucun autre.” France Info 
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“Il est fortiche, Norek, qui excelle à renouveler ses angles d'attaque - l'enfer du milieu carcéral, 
l'argent comme éternel passe-droit. Pas de clichés, pas de happy end. Son réalisme fait l'effet d'une gifle. Reste 
une équipe soudée aux allures de famille, des flics humains donc faillibles. Attachants, forcément.” L’Express 

“Avec son regard implacable sur notre époque et nos malfrats, Olivier Norek a électrisé le jury.” Le 
Point 

Collette, Sandrine: LES LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (THE BLACK TEARS ON 
THE EARTH) 
(Denoel, February 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø After the sensational Il reste la poussière, winner of the Landerneau Noir Award 2016, Sandrine 
Collette delivers a deeply moving dark and social novel, set in the Dante-like Wrecking Yard. Her 
female characters are the heroines of a modern-day take on The Thousand and One Nights.  

In a world in freefall, they are warriors who lost it all, but still cling on to a few sparks of hope, because 
they stand together. Their strength lies in their capacity to stay together, support one-another and stay clear-
headed... If one of them raises her head, all the girls might make it alive. 

It only took one. Just once, Moe made the wrong decision and left her native island to follow a man to 
Paris. She was only 20 then. Six years later, she had become a wreck with a toddler at her side as her sole 
possession, and ended up in a shelter for the deprived. Its officials call it the High Dam, but its inmates call it 
The Wrecking Yard. 

The Wrecking Yard is a slum town consisting in wedged wrecked cars where the destitute residents 
live, and empty streets lined by bashed cars. Each car has a number, and is attributed to one person. For Moe, it’s 
number 2167, and a grey 306 Peugeot. The backseats are gone, but two towels were left for her and her baby 
boy. The rules of the Wrecking Yard are simple: if she wants to survive, she needs to work, for a few euros each 
day. And if she decides to leave, she will have to pay an exit charge, the equivalent of 13 years of hard work at 
least, if she manages to spend next to nothing except milk for the baby and rice for herself. As her life seems to 
be bent on a downward spiral, finally something positive happens: on her street, five female residents decided to 
get together to form an alliance, a clos-knit circle helping them all to face the violence of the neighbourhood and 
the dark times they go through. Soon enough, Moe and her boy are adopted by Ada, the elderly one, who knows 
herbs and plants, and treats the whole Yard; Jaja, the warrior; Poule the survivor, the sweet Marie-Thé, and Nini, 
the one who cannot comes to terms with her downfall, and still yearns for looking pretty, and dancing and 
drinking and hoping... She is the one who will bring calamity upon them all. 

Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. She divides her life between her career as a writer and her horse 
farm in Morvan. She previously wrote DES NOEUDS D’ACIER (2013), UN VENT DE CENDRES (2014), SIX 
FOURMIS BLANCHES (2015) and IL RESTE LA POUSSIÈRE (2016). DES NOEUDS D’ACIER met with 
public and critical success, sold nearly 70,000 copies, and was awarded the 2013 Best Crime Novel Award. 

Delzongle, Sonja: RÉCIDIVE (REPEAT OFFENSE) 
(Denoël, April 2017, 320 pages) 

Ø A fast-paced story that switches back and forth between Hanah’s tortured mind and her 
murderous father’s bloodthirsty one before the final showdown.  

Ø A lush, complex plot in which Hanah’s past is intertwined with a mysterious boat that ran 
aground in St. Malo a century ago.  

Ø The book takes us deep inside the protagonists’ active minds, offering us an up-close-and-
personal view of their tortured souls.  

The famous profiler Hanah Baxter is finally faced with a father she had denied and forsaken. A 
merciless face off, a fight to the death. 

New York City in early 2014. The profiler Hanah Baxter is going through a rough patch. She fears to 
discover what the real nature of the pain that she feels under her ribs is. She feels like someone is watching her, 
her anguish grows stronger each day, and she does not understand what is happening to her. She finally 
confronts the truth: her father is out, and he will find her, in spite of the new American moniker she chose to 
cover her tracks. The face off she has long dreaded and postponed is now inevitable. A confrontation with the 
monster who killed her mother, but also with the truth on the ghastly event that ruined her childhood, a truth that 
turns out to be very different from the one she thought she knew. 
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Through a masterful double structure taking the readers in a back and forth waltz into Baxter’s 
tormented mind and Kardec’s criminal intentions, Hanah Baxter’s tragic past is finally revealed. A past that 
explains the complex and tormented personality of the recurring heroine from DUST and QUAND LA NEIGE 
DANSE. 

Sonja Delzongle delivers a breathtaking face off. She thereby confirms that Hanah Baxter has become a 
central fictional figure in the French contemporary thriller scene. 

Born in 1967 from a French father and a Serbian mother, Sonja Delzongle grew up between Dijon and 
Serbia. She led a Bohemian life, working various odd jobs (including running a night bar and trading Asian and 
African artisanal artefacts) without ever losing sight of writing. She now lives between Lyon and the Drôme. 

Gustawsson, Johana: MÖR 
(Bragelonne, March 2017, 75,000 words) 
Full manuscript soon available in English. 

Ø A grisly new challenge for our favourite duo of female investigators!  

Ø A sombre and blood-soaked thriller that echoes with the ghosts of late 19th-century London.  

Ø A female-driven novel in which all women, from the angel to the devil, face adversity . 

Ø Brisk and brilliant narration that turns on a series of breath-taking twists.  

Torvsjön, 16 July 2015. The dismembered body of a woman, minus several pounds of flesh, is found on 
the shores of a Swedish lake. 

London, the next morning. The profiler Emily Roy is called to a crime scene. The actress Julianne Bell 
has been abducted and her shoes have been found nearby, neatly wrapped in a freezer bag. These two crimes 
bear all the hallmarks of Richard Hemfield, the “Terror of Tower Hamlets”. But for the past decade he has been 
in the high-security Broadmoor psychiatric hospital, serving a life sentence for the murder of six women and of 
the partner of French writer Alexis Castells. So how could he possibly be linked to these latest crimes? Emily 
and Alexis team up to track down a voracious and terrifying killer, plunging into the labyrinth of a perverse mind 
that harks back to the ill-famed streets of Victorian London. 

Johana Gustawsson was born in Marseille and now lives in London with her husband and son. BLOCK 
46, her first novel, was a rapid success and has been translated into several languages. Johana combines passion 
for history with fascination for the complexity of family ties. She delves into the roots of evil to explore it in all 
its ramifications. 

Rights sold in: UK (Orenda Books). 

 “Johana Gustawsson has taken the thriller into a new dimension. Her subtle and surprising novels are 
the fruit of an immense talent.” Karen Sullivan, Orenda Books 

 ”An audacious writer, brimming with talent.” R.J. Ellory  
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